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Gulf of Mexico to Gulf
of America? Why
History Should Count

The Trump Administration changing the Gulf's
indigenous name demonstrates the continuing
control over political institutions by the descendants
of European settler populations - illegal migrants, in
today’'s western parlance - who continue to seek to
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Officially in the U.S., now, the Gulf is now the Gulf of FORSEA Board
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The territoriality of this settlement was built on the
dispossession of the lands from someone else, in
many cases native Americans and Mexicans. This
was viewed by settlers as justified by the argument
that the white settlers could make more profitable
use of the land (the introduction of extractive
territoriality), on the one hand, and, on the other,
like many settler expansions, by the deep belief that
the settlers were a chosen people. The settlers took
all they surveyed as they were gifted the land by a
higher power, politics overlapping settler mentality
in the more famous cases of the Great Trek South
Africa, Manifest Destiny in the U.S., and Zionism in
Israel. The Trump policy of unilaterally asserting
authority over how shared geographical features are
named (and with it, how ownership is implied)
draws upon both the coloniality of the settler state
exercising unilateral power over dominated space
(and the people in it) and the effort to leverage a
very high degree of asymmetrical economic and
military power over weaker neighbours. In fact, we
might see in the US move relative to the Gulf of

MEXICO the Chinese effort to assert ownership over
the South China Sea.

https://forsea.co/gulf-of-mexico-to-gulf-of-america-why-history-should-count/

24/01/2025, 12:08

IV YU Vi

After Musollini - A

Singapore as th...

China and the Hu.

Poland's Far Rig...

Page 4 of 9


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VLI_iDeR1IU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZvFmlUwsuE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O8JpxtrA6cY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DZH1eUqiKM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wY3z040nV-w

Gulf of Mexico to Gulf of America? Why History Should Count - FORSEA 24/01/2025, 12:08

Swedish Fascism

‘E'\'cr}'thing that has happened since the marvellous discovery of the
Americas has been so extraordinary that the whole story remains

incredible to anyone who has not experienced it at first hand. Indeed it
seems to overshadow all the deeds of famous pcoplo in the past, no matter

how heroic, and to silence all talk of other wonders of the world.

Dialogue LIVE on

BARTOLOME DE LAS CASAS, A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies, 1542

Michael Wood, “Conquistadors,” 2000, BBC Worldwide Ltd.

The move is also certainly culturally offensive. 5 million Khmer R

Mexico was an indigenous name for indigenous
land, the valley that was occupied by the Aztec °

Empire. The Gulf has been known as the Gulf of
Mexico for nearly five centuries for this reason, not
for colonial political purpose. The name, the Gulf of

Mexico, first appeared on European maps from
1569, the Jesuits referred to it as the Gulf of Mexico

from the mid-17th century, and it was popularly n
known as the Gulf of Mexico, on all sides of the Gulf,
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although apparently the gulf was depicted on some
maps as the Gulf of New Spain, which Mexico was
called during the colonial period. The name Mexico
had nothing to do with state possession (or state
greatness). Changing an indigenous name to a
national name (one originally derived from an Italian

geographer) in this dav and age is something that
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anyone teaching the continuing legacy of settler
colonialism should add to their course materials
(outside of the US of course, where this kind of
course/module will possibly be banned as part of
the assault on “Wokeism”) as proof of this
continuing.

Michael Wood, “Conquistadors,” 2000, BBC
Worldwide Ltd.

Fundamentally, the measure demonstrates the
continuing control over political institutions that
settler populations continue to exert over extra-
European lands, it also seeks to erase the actual
crime of the conquest in the first place. What is
forgotten by settler America is that a good part of
the US that borders it used to be Mexico until a
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small population of white settlers (many illegal
immigrants of their own day) stole a large part of
Mexico and declared it their own (Texas) before it
joined the United States. In one of history’s great,
long-term twists, descendants of these illegal
migrants who killed a great many soldiers who were
merely defending the borders of Mexico, are now
actively supporting the US in kicking out of Texas
and other border states at least some of the
descendants of the Mexicans who used to own the
land. This is the backdrop to the point made by
Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum Pardo in
early January that part of America's gulf coastline
ought to be renamed Mexican America.

The famous narrator Alexander Scourby once
referred to the dangers of “ignorance in action.” But
ignorance of injustice, history, and geography have
nothing to do with this change, just the arrogance of
a large part of a settler population that is clearly
unrepentant. Officially in the U.S., now, the Gulf is
now the Gulf of America. After Trump’s “illegals” are
gone from “his people’s” side of the border, it will be
interesting and very frightening to see where this
juggernaut will turn next.

Michael Charney

Banner: Richard Mount and Thomas Page’s 1700 map of the
Gulf of Mexico, A Chart of the Bay of Mexico. Wikipedia
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