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1. / / 2 S 9  *

PREFACE.

The h i s t o r i c a l  m a te r ia l  upon which tho fo l lo w in g  t h e s i s

i s  based may be d iv id ed  in t o  four s e c t io n s ,  as arranged in the

B ib lio g r a p h y . The f i r s t  s e c t io n  com prises a number o f  Persian

m a n u scr ip ts ,  o f  which sh o r t  d e s c r ip t io n s  are g iven  in  the c a ta lo g u es

o f  the  v a r io u s  l i b r a r i e s  where they are lod ged . 1 f in d , however,

t h a t  th e se  d e s c r ip t io n s  are n o t ,  in  a l l  c a se s ,  c o r r e c t .  The

c a ta lo g u e s  sometimes g iv e  th e  t i t l e  in a cc u r a te ly  and sometimes omit

th e  au thor*3 name. For example, the t i t l e  o f  manuscript no. 4 o f  my

B ib liograp h y  i s  d escr ib ed  in  R ieu ’ s  ca ta logu e  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  Museum

a3 11A H istory  o f  the Bikhs from t h e ir  o r ig in  t o  A.D.1S11," and the

name o f  th e  author i s  not m entioned. A perusal o f  the volume, how-

-  -  -  1e v e r ,  shows th a t  the r e a l  t i t l e  i s  K itab-i-T arifrfc-i-Panjab , and th a t  

i t s  author i s  ££iu3hwaqt Rai, once the Company* 3 now 3 -w r ite r  at 

Lahore. A study o f  Bohan L'&1*3 T ar iteh -i-R an jit  Bingh shows th a t  th e  

author c a l l e d  i t  Urndat-ut-Tawarlkh ( f .1 0 9 ) ,  th e  t i t l e  which ho applied  

t o  h i s  en larged  v.ork, w r it te n  subsequently , and published  by h i s  

ft in  1384. Again, in  th e  f i r s t  f o l i o  o f  the r S r lk h - i -M u lk - i-

HazT.ra i t  i s  wrongly d escr ib ed  a.s Tawarlkh-i-Jagaun, whereas i s  i s  a

( 1 )  Throughout t h i s  t h e s i s  an attempt i s  made to  conform to the
l a t e s t  system s o f  t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n ,  with the ex cep tio n  o f  certa in  
names which have become s te r e o ty p e d  by common usage.



history c-f Hazara anti the adjoining d i s t r i c t s  cn the fro n t ier ,  

and n o t o f  Ji^un.

■l*ho Persian m ater ia l i s  almost a l l  in tho for& of  

c h r u n ie lo s .  Tho most important f  these r mu s c r ip t s  13 Xarlkfr-i-  

R u a j l t  S ingh  by Sohan Lai. Ilo was a court chron ic ler  of  Ranjit 

Singh f o r  se v e r a l  years , and was in tim ate ly  acquainted with tho 

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  j  .rblr vt Lahore. His crk i s  tho most exhaustive  

and © la b o ra te  n a r r a t iv e  o f  tho events e f  the Mahltraja*s reign , and 

i s  th e  g r e a t e s t  storehouse o f  in  formation. The f a c t s  arc recorded 

in  c h r o n o lo g ic a i  order, the volume containing over f iv e  hundred 

f o l i o s .  Tho copy I have used i s  tft© ©ae given to Gapt. Wade, the 

B r i t i s h  P o l i t i c a l  A ss is ta n t  at Ludhiana in  1S31, by Ranjit Singh 

him3 c l f .  Both th e  language and the fa c t s  d i f f e r ,  though only to a 

s l i g h t  e x t e n t ,  frcr. the author's  published work, ca l led  Umlat-ut- 

la w a r ik h . Capt. Wide-, who know sore  about the a f f a ir s  o f  Ranjit  

Singh th in  any other Englishism, w rites  on the f ly -1  oaf of  the 

v o iu n o  as f o l l o w s : -  " Allowing for the p a r t ia l i t y  o f  the w r it e r 's  

v ie w s  and o p in io n s  &3 regards the face and c r e d it  o f  h is  patron, 

yot i s  a reco rd  o f  d ates  and a ohrunicle o f  events, te s te d  by a 

mdinuta comparison with other a u th o r it ie s  and ray own personal in v e s t 

i g a t i o n s  in t o  i t s  accuracy during r,y re idencc o f  seventeen years  

among th e  S ik h s, X m  enabled ao pronounco i t  in those two resp ects



l l l -

as  a true and f a i t h f u l  n a rra tiv e  o f  Han j i t  Singh1 a ©ventful l i f e . "  

T h is  v e r d ic t  i s  Just ©von although tho same p ra ise  cannot bo accorded 

t o  the record c f  events  preceding the Maharaja's re ign .

Another important work - uIbrat Hama -  i s  l ik ew ise  

volum inous, and in c lu d es  a d e ta i le d  account o f  the in c id en ts  o f  

the e a r l i e r  period, as v/eli as o f  Ranjit Singh* 3 time. I t  deals  

n o t  only w ith  the p o l i t i c a l  and m il i ta r y  events, but a lso  with tho 

p e r s o n a l i t i e s  at tho Court and the customs and manners o f  tho people. 

The g r e a te r  portion  o f  the volume, however, i s  devcted to the Sikhs. 

The author Mufti ^A li-u l-d in  was a n a tive  c f  Lahore, but in 1823 went 

o v er  to  Ludhiana to re s id e  th ere . This was duo to  what he describ es  

as "the tyranny o f  the Sikhs." Ho seems to  have su ffered  in some 

manner a t  the hands o f  the Sikh o f f i c i a l s .  This fa c t  has l e f t  

t r a c e s  in  the w r i t e r 's  work, and has reduced h is  appreciation of  

R a n jit* s  nfchievor.cnt s ,  as for example in tho account o f  the conquest 

o f  Multan. The manuscript i s  dated 1354, and was on view at the 

Im perial S x h i b i t i j i  at P aris .

But! Shah*s Tarikh-i-Panj^b i s  another manuscript of  con

s id e r a b le  h i s t o r ic a l  value (1848). The w riter was tho Foshkar c f  

C ol. Ochterlcney, by whoa he was asked to compile a h istory  o f  the  

S ik h s . I t  a lso  i s  a length^ ch ron ic le , extending to over four 

hundred f o l i  s .  On the rh<4© i t  i s  a f a i th fu l  and correct account



I
IV,

o f  th© l a t t e r  days o f  tho Sikh sovereignty . The only d efect  i s  

t h a t ,  l i k e  other ch r o n ic le s ,  i t  mainly deals  with m il ita r y  events.

Tho w r ite r ,  however, shows sono appreciation o f  tho external p o licy  

o f  the Sikh ru ler ,  and considers h i s  govommont a d i s t in c t  improve

ment over tho  o ld  ordcr%

The k it"ab-i-?"rlkb-i-Pan rib  i s  another r e l ia b le  manuscript 

on tho e a r ly  period  o f  Ban j i t*  3 career. The w riter , as already 

s ta te d ,  v/c.3 £Jiushwaqt Rai, tho Comp any f s  news-wri ter  a t  Lahore.

The work b eg in s  Yd th the h is to ry  o f  tho Gurus, but d ea ls  lo o s  f u l ly  

and c o r r e c t ly  w ith  t h i s  period than with the years succeeding tho 

dmath o f  Banda. I t  i s  unfortunate that the account ends with the 

©vents th a t  took p lace in  1311, s in ce  the iuthor*s treatment o f  tho 

©mrlior t o p ic s  promised a u se fu l contribution  to  the knowledge of  

p o in t s  which have remained obscure in the la te r  period. The date 

i s  1834, and t h is  a lso  was w ritten  at the request o f  Col. Ochtorloncy.

A d e ta i le d  account o f  a l l  the l e s s  important manuscripts 

i 3  unnecessary, although in  the study c f  these I have found informa

t io n  hidden away in  a record o f  secondary value as a whole, v/hich 

wats  em itted  from tho previous sources. I t  may, however, bo sa id  

t h a t  tho w r ite r s  o f  the Persian works in general pay l i t t l e  a tten tion  

to  tho system o f Sikh government. They scarce ly  touch upon such 

to*pics as the adm inistration  c f  j u s t ic e ,  tho methods of assessment



V.

and c o l le c t io n  o f  rev .nuesj and the machinery for preserving law 

and order. In f a c t  they f a i l  to dcacribc in any d e ta i l  the various  

departments o f  c i v i l  and m il i ta r y  o rgan isa tion .

Section  11 co n ta in s  a i l  the m iscellaneous correspondence 

which parsed between tho Company*3 agent3 at Ludhiana and Ambaia, 

th e  Resident at D eh ii ,  and tho Governor General. This constitutes  

a u se fu l source o f  inform ation  drawn from the personal observations  

o f  English  o f f i c e r s  ho v i s i t e d  the Court of Lahore in a diplom atic  

c a p a c ity ,  Most o f  t h i s  correspondence i s  recorded in  Bengal P o l i t i c a l  

C on su lta tion s , ana on ly  a few o f  the communications can be found in  

th o  s e r i e s  kn-vrn as tho Bengal Socrot and P o l i t i c a l  C onsultations.

A th ird  s e r ie s ,  c a l l e d  the India Proceedings, in clu d es some m aterial 

p er ta in in g  to the 1 airxoja* 3 de i g n s  against Sin<fai, but i s  otherwise  

on ly  corroboratory. Tho copious accounts e x is t in g  in the f i r s t  

c o n su lta t io n s  form an oxtre&oiy f r u i t f u l  fund o f  iinovdedgo resp ectin g  

th e  ex tern a l p o l ic y  o f  R anjit  Singh. The accounts givGn there o f  

th e  m il i ta r y  o rg a n isa t io n  o f  the Punjab are complete as to  a l l  i t s  

e s s e n t i a l  f e a tu r e s .  But w h ile  ind ispensable  for  the r ig h t  under

standing c f  tho p o l i t i c a l  and m ilita r y  events, the C onsultations, 

l i k e  the Persian m anuscripts, leave us uninformed concerning the 

system o f  c i v i l  ad m in istra tion  p rev a il in g  in  the Kingdom.

Section  111 i s  composed o f  contemporary printed works. Their



VI.

w r i t e r s  may be d iv ided  in to  two c a teg o r ie s .  F ir s t ,  foreign and 

Indian t o u r i s t s ,  t r a v e l l e r s ,  and m ilita ry  adventurers who v i s i t e d
t

tho  Court o f  Lahore on th e ir  way to  or from Afghanistan, Kashmir, 

and T ib e t .  They have given v iv id  impression3 o f  th o ir  in terv iew s  

w ith  the ru ler  o f  the ? njab, and contributed varied s id e - l ig h t s  on 

th e  non around the throne, th e ir  designs md s t a b i l i t i e s ,  and the  

fu tu r e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  tho kingdom. Their n a rra tiv es  are genera lly  

the  product of  a d is in te r e s te d  and im partial judgment, although 

U n i t e d  to  m atters o f  person *1 observation anu oxporionco. Except 

thorae among then who, l ik e  Gardner, Stcinbaoh, and Honigbergor were 

employed by the government o f  Lahore, they did not understand the  

working o f  the variou s departments. Hence in th o ir  w r it in g s  they have 

seldom touched upon a d m in istra tive  top ics , but arc indispensable for  

a co r re c t  estim ate  o f  R 'n j it^ s  character. The second group in clu d es  

tho Diplomatic O ff ic e r s ,  P o l i t i c a l  Agents, and the l ik e ,  who v i3 i t e d  

Lahore at U ffo ro n t  t i n e s  on b eh a lf  of the Company's government.

Being tho re p r e se n ta t iv e s  o f  a predominant and fr ien d ly  power in  tho 

land , they enjoyed the p r iv i le g e  of  occasional in v i ta t io n s  from 

R an jit ,  and had ample o p p o r tu n it ie s  o f  mooting him and hi3 p rincipal  

c o u r t ie r s .  Long experience and s t r i c t  schooling in p o l i t i c a l  a f fa ir s ,  

together  w ith  severa l n cgoti atiorts which they conducted v/ith the Sikh 

p o te n ta te ,  gave thorn a deep in s ig h t  in to  the m ilita ry  and p o l i t i c a l  

ten d en c ies  of  h i s  kingdom* Prinsop, Murray, Osborne, Cunningham



v u .

and e th er s  hive oae common fea tu re , v i s ,  they aiwayp try  to supple

ment t h e ir  f a c t s  v-ith thoughtfu l d iacussion  and cr iticm ao. They

arc enabled t o  ml  tU« by th o ir  intellectual tra in in g  and equipment

which war> far  superior t c  th .,sc  c f  the Indian w r ite r s .  But from

the p o in ts  o f  v ie  o f  ■ ;* methods o-' C iv i l  inu revenue a d a in ia tra tio n ,

and the organ isa tion  c f  the army, th o ir  accounts are equally  moagro

and 3centy .

Tho l ? s t  s e c t io n  i s  made up o f  the authors who wrote a f te r  tho 

loath  o f  R anjit Singh and the c lc so  o f  the trag ic  drama th a t  fo llow ed ,  

-  such as G r if f in ,  Thcrburn, Dcuic, Payne, aai o th e rs .  Uo3t  of them 

•  ro s M  c l  t l  .’i v i l  Service , '.’ho, in the . i  -charge o f

o f f i c i a l  d u t ie s ,  came in  con tact  with tho fa m il ie s  whose ancestors  

had served under the Sikh government. Thoir works are p artly  based 

on va lu ab le  but d is jo in te d  fam ily archives, and p artly  on the in fo r 

mation gathered from the o ld  rural .survive r s  o f  the Sikh days. Those 

befttes, however, betray a s u p e r f ic ia l  knowledge o f  e a r l ie r  Sikh 

h is to ry , an 1 th erefore  sca rce ly  appraise the b e n e f i t s  o f  tho Sikh 

ru le  a t  t h e ir  true va lue . None c f  these  w r iter s ,  except, perhaps, 

G riff in  in  "The Punjab C hief3" seem to h ive stud ied  the ir  subject  

deeply. This work i s  a s k i l f u l  p iece  o f  h i s t o r ic a l  s e le c t io n  and 

re-arrangement. The author labours to present 1 f a i r ly  complete 

account o f  almost a l l  the fa m il ie s  o f  note in the province, and tho
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nature? o f  the s e r v ic e  th o ir  ancestors rendered t o  the Sikh govern

ment. The bock has tho sp ec ia l  m erit o f  being tho omy one o f  i t s

kind, and for our purpose fa r  oxcol.3 tho author*3 more popular 

b iograp h ica l volume. Indeed, i t  may bo reckoned as a work o f  

re feren ce  regarding some n o t a b i l i t i e s  o f  th i3  period.

The present t h e s i s  i s  d iv ided  in to  s ix  chapters. In the 

f i r s t  chapter, I have sought not only to trace the various s ta g es  

in tho extension  o f  R anjit*s authority over the Panjab, but a lso  to  

show that t h i s  was the cutouaa o f  a regular anu susta ined  p o lic y .

Tho whole o f  the s e c t io n ,  and p a r t ic u la r ly  i t s  concluding part, aims 

at e lu c id a t in g  t h i s  d e f in i t e  p o licy  of co n so lid a t io n , and endeavours 

to  reisuve the erroneous judgment, which a t tr ib u te s  tho united  king

dom to  haphazard encroachments on neighbouring t e r r i to r y .  In the 

soeorid chapter, I have given a d e ta ile d  statement of the or ig in  and 

development o f  the r e la t io n s  c f  the Maharaja with two powers which 

lay beyond the o a s te m  and western boundary o f  h is  kingdom, and have 

a lso  s tu d ied  tho in f lu e n c e  o f  h i s  external connections on h is  in tern a l  

p o l ic y ,  s p e c ia l ly  with regard to  th e  creation  o f  a huge d isc ip l in e d  

fo r ce .  I have attempted in  the next two chapters a system atic  

aeoount o f  the m ilita r y  and tho c i v i l  adm inistration o f  tho kingdom.

In ad d ition  to a pro!ongod d iscu ssion  of the growth and organ isation  

o f  tho various branches o f  the army, and tho degree o f  su ccess



IX.

a tta in ed  by R anjit in  h is  reforming e f f o r t s ,  X have, Xor tho f i r s t  

time, sought to ox yams and exp la in  h is  f in a n c ia l  system, including  

the methods o f  assessment and c o l l o d i o n  o f  revenue, arid I have a lso  

attempted to  sot; fo r th  tho j u d ic ia l  arr ing&sants. Tho chapter on 

the "Court and Con*, of Han j i t  Singh” i s  designed to givo  m  a compen

dious fora  the information noeucd by tho stuu sn t o f  general Sikh 

h is to r y .  The l a s t  chapter conta ins a character sketch o f  tho Maharaja, 

comprising a comparative study, and an independent judgment. This 

o cc a s io n s  a c r i t ic is m  c f  the various p o in ts  on which d ixferoncos o f  

opinion hsvo arisen  on which, however, newly discovered f a c t s  seem to  

have a d e c is iv e  bearing . Tho appendices in clu d e some s t a t i s t i c a l  

inform ation , a minute personal examination d  the Sikh co ins , a short  

d esc r ip t io n  at' ce r ta in  p o in ts  o f  o t i^ io t t o  mu ceremonial observed in  

the barb or. ana, l a s t  but not l e a s t ,  the reproduction o f  a number o f  

documents fro© tho C onsu lta tion s . These l a t t e r ,  *hich have not h ith er 

to boon examined fo r  h i s t o r ic a l  purposes, indeed, make a valuable  con

tr ib u tio n  to  cur knowledge o f  tho h is to r y .  In bringing to  l ig h t  many 

d e t a i l s  vrhich have a consider able accumulative value, and in  making a 

frsnk c r i t ic i s m  o f  tho whole su b ject  with those aud itian al p a r t ic u la r s  

and thereby suggesting  a view of who character and p o licy  of the Sikh 

ru le r  appreciably d i f f e r e n t  from that u su a lly  maintained, I hope I may 

Claim to  have rendered seme a ss is ta n ce  to  l ig h te n  the labours of others 

along tho ^atk o f  h is to r ic a l  rosearch.



Events Leading to  the U n ifica tio n  o f the Pan jab under R anjit Singh.

In tro d u c to ry *

The S ikh  power rc 3 e  i n  th e  P an jab  d u r in g  th e  g e n e ra l  c o n fu s io n  

and anarch y  which fo llo w e d  th e  in v a s io n s  o f  N ad ir Shah and th e  

A b d a li. Those in v a s io n s  were c o n tin u e d  f o r  abou t t h i r t y  y e a r s  and 

had  r e s u l t e d  i n  co m p le tin g  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  

w hich had s e t  i n  a t  th e  d e a th  o f  A urangzeb and in c r e a s e d  u n d e r h i s  

i n e f f i c i e n t  su c c e sso rs*  Even th e  nom inal s u z e ra in ty  o f  th e  Mughal a 

o v e r  t h e  P an jab  d is a p p e a re d , and w ith  i t  t h e  c e n t r a l  a u th o r i ty  i n  

t h e  p ro v in c e  a ls o  c o l la p s e d .  T h is  i n  i t s e l f  was an  o p p o rtu n e  

moment f o r  th e  S ik h s  to  re -em erg e  from  t h e i r  h i l l y  p la c e s  o f  re fu g e  

to  w hich th e y  had r e t i r e d  a f t e r  1716. M oreover th e  D u rra n i3  d e s 

tro y e d  w ith o u t r e p la c in g  th e  Mughal p r o v in c ia l  o r g a n is a t io n  o f  th e  

P a n ja b . The p o l ic y  o f  Jhined Shah was m ain ly  o f  m i l i t a r y  a d v e n tu re  

b u t  n o t o f  t e r r i t o r i a l  a c q u i s i t i o n .  H is  o b je c t  was more to  p lu n d e r  

th a n  to  b u i ld  an  B n p ire ; and c o n se q u e n tly  h i s  d e p u t ie s  w ere l e f t  

to  t h e i r  own r e s o u rc e s  i n  g o v e rn in g  h i s  In d ia n  p o s s e s s io n s .  The



Hikha, on th e  o th e r  hand , form ed a c lo 3 e  f r a t e r n i t y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  

zea^otS iA iid  o th e r  d is c o n te n te d  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  \ o v u la t io n .  T h e ir  

i n s t i n c t s  and t h e i r  needs im p e lle d  th e a  t o  a  l i f e  o f  p ^ u n ac r; and

t h e i r  p o s i t io n  n e c e s s i t a t e d  th e  b u i ld in g  o f  f o r t s  f o r  th e  p r o te c t io n
_

o f t h e i r  s e t t le m e n ts *  w hich were known a s  D e r is  o r G a rh la . The
*

s t ro n g e r  g ro u p s  l a i d  c la im s  t o  a  sh a re  o f  t h e  p roduce  o f  th e  la n d s .  

The S ik h s  would i s s u e  f o r t h  t o  p lu n d e r  und er le a d e r s  who, e i t h e r  by 

in d iv id u a l  b ra v e ry  o r  by fa m ily  in f lu e n c e ,  co u ld  g a th e r  round  th e n  

r e l a t i v e s  o r  p e r s o n a l  f o l lo w e r s .  When a  p a r ty  succeed ed  i n  occupy

in g  a  v i l l a g e  o r  a  p ie c e  o f  t e r r i t o r y ,  i t  s e t t l e d  t h e r e ,  and s e iz e d  

th e  l a n d s ; i n  which each member o f  th e  r a r t y  had h i s  s h a r e .  The 

u au a l p la n  was t o  le a v e  th e  c u l t i v a t o r s  unm olested  on c o n d i t io n  o f 

t h e i r  o b ey in g  t h e  new m a s te rs  and p ay ing  them th e  re v e n u e s . D i f f e r 

en t lo r d s h ip s  w ere th u s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  some o f  which p roveu  s h o r t 

liv ed *  w h ile  o th e r s  w ere more perm anen t. Such was th e  o r ip ,in  o f  th e  

3ikh c h i e f t a i n s  who e s t a b l i s h e d  th e m se lv e s  i n  t h e  P an jab  a b o u t th e



m iddle o f  t h e  1 3 th . c e n tu r y .

The d ea th  o f  Aimed Shah in  1773 changed t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n .  U n t i l  

t h a t  e v e n t  th ey  had e x e r c i s e d  few f u n c t io n s  o f  government o th e r  than  

t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r e v e n u e s .  For one t h i n g ,  no permanent t e r r i t o r i a l  

d e l i m i t a t i o n  was p o s s i b l e ,  so lo n g  as  t h e  country  was r e g u la r ly  

in v iu e d .  When t h a t  danger p assed  away, t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  Sikh  

c h i e f s  over t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i e s  became more r e g u la r  and s y s t e m a t ic .

Thi3 gave r i s e  t o  t h e  o r g a n is a t io n  known in  S ikh  h i s t o r y  a s  t h a t  o f  

th e  y d s i . The Mi a I was an o r g a n i s a t io n ,  t h e  members o f  which were 

bound t o  one an oth er  by communal t i e s ;  a lth o u g h  l a t e r  on th e  i n f l u 

ence o f  l o c a l i t y  in  which t h e  le a d e r  c e n tr e d  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  t r a n s 

formed i t  f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  p u rp o ses  i n t o  a 3m all 3 t a t e .  The la r g e  

number o f  s e p a r a te  p r i n c i p a l i t i e s  th u s  formed covered  most o f  t h e  

land s i t u a t e u  between th e  In d u s and th e  Jumna. The M is i3 g r e a t ly  

varied  i n  s i z e  anu r e s o u r c e s .  Some o f  them w ere, in  f a c t ,  no more 

than a party o f  armed band, who depended fo r  i t s  m aintenance on t h e



viu ;>ort o f  aone la r g e r  M ia lf and t h a s  c u m o t  be regard ed  a s  an

independent  o r g a n is a t io n *  For t h i s  r e a so n ,  i t  i a  u su a l  o n ly  t o

ta k e  i n t o  c o n s id e r a t i o n  t h e  s o r e  im p o r ta n t  on es  w hich , a t  t h i s  t im e ,

were tw e lv e  i n  number. T h ese  a re :  ( I ) t h e  Bhangi M in i,  ( 2 )  t h e

Shuker-Chakia M la l ,  ( 3 )  th e  Kanhya t t l a l , ( 4 )  t h e  Nakul Ilia  I , ( 5 )  t h e

Ramgarhias, ( 0 )  t h e  B a l l e w a l i a s ,  ( 7 )  t h e  A h lu w a lia s ,  ( 8 )  t h e  F a i^ u l -

a r i i. 3 or t h e  3 in g h p u r ia s ,  ( 9 )  t h e  K a r o rs in g h iu  ; : l s l , ( 1 0 )  t h e  r h u l -

k i a i  M idi, (1 1 )  t h e  Kiahanwal&a, and (1 2 )  t h e  N ih a n g ls  or t h e  Shahla

A d e t a i l e d  a cco u n t o f  th e  r i s e  and gro. th  o f  each f a l l s  o u t s id e  t h e

scope o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  work. But t h e  f o l l o w i n g  g e n e r a l  c o n c lu s io n s ,

based u on a co m p arative  study o f  t h e i r  o r i g i n  and developm ent may

be fo rm u la ted . In  t h e  f i r s t  p la c e ,  th e y  were named e i t h e r  a f t e r

t h e ir  l e a d e r s ,  or from 3ome g en era l p e c u l i a r i t y  o f  t h e i r  members,

or from t h e  l o c a l i t y  i n  which th ey  s,e r e  a i t u a t e u .  S eco n d ly , th ey

were p r i n c i p a l l y  composed o f  men b e lo n g in g  t o  t h e  sturdy  r a c e  o f  
*

th e  $"t * T h ir d ly ,  t h e i r  fo u n d e r s  s e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  f r t - e - la n c e a ,



who, a s  t h e i r  .<033e3sians and f o l l o w e r s  in c r e a s e d ,  a cq u ire d  t h e  

c h a r a c te r  o f  c h i e f t a i n s .  I n  t h i s  way they p a ssed  from p lu n d e r e r s  

to  co n q u ero rs ,  and from co n q u ero rs  t o  r u l e r s  o f  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i e s .  

F o u r th ly ,  t h e  in t e r n a l  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  each  M is l  was c a r r ie d  021 

not a cc o r d in g  t o  any hard and f a s t  r u l e s  but i n  p r a c t i c a l  con form ity  

with custom s and t r a d i t i o n s .  T here wa.3 no f i a e u  law o f  s u c c e s s io n ;  

although  i n  p r a c t i c e  t h e  3on or t h e  n e a r e s t  r e l a t i o n  u s u a l ly  su c

ceeded a d e c e a sed  c h i e f ,  s u b j e c t  a lw a y s  t o  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  m a in ta in  

h is  p o s i t i o n .  L a s t l y ,  t h e  H is ia  were c o n s t a n t ly  a t  war w ith  one  

a n o th er .

S id e  by s i d e  w ith  t h e  growth o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  S ikh  s e t t l e m e n t s  

in to  Mi313 . t h e r e  haa d ev e lo p ed  a n o th er  im p o rta n t  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  known 

as th e  Gurumata. The word l i t e r a l l y  means t h e  C ouncil o f  th e  Gurus* 

f o l lo w e r s .  I t  was an assem bly r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  S ik h s .  We 

cannot d e f i n i t e l y  say who founded t u i s  i n s t i t u t i o n .  From i t s  name, 

fu n c t io n s ,  procedure and o th e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  how ever, i t  seem3
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probable  t h a t  i t  owes i t s  o r i g i n  t o  t h e  g e n iu s  o f  Gobind S in gh ,  

th e  most m a r t ia l  o f  th e  Sikh Gurus ( P o n t i f f s ) ,  I t s  e a r ly  growth  

a ls o  i s  shrouded in  m y stery . I t  probably  c e a se d  t o  e x i s t  a f t e r  

th e  Uugliul r e g r e s s io n  i n  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  13 th  cen tu ry  u n t i l  

i t  wa3 r e v iv e d  d u r in g  A b d a l i ’ s i n v a s i o n s .  I t  th e n  serv ed  a s  th e  

c e n tr  >1 i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  a l o o s e  c o n fe d e r  .cy formed by th e  M is la .

I t  s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  was somewhat i n u e f i n i t e ;  f o r  though in  th eory  

i t  *a3 in te n d e d  to  be d e m o c r a t ic , y e t  i n  p r a c t i c e  i t  in v a r ia b ly  

c o n s is t e d  o f  th e  c h i e f 3 o f  v a r io u s  Ml s i s . W ith in  th e  C o u n c i l ,

however, th e  members ^ tre  o f  e^ual rank . The l e a d e r s h ip  o f  th e  

f e d e r a t io n  w-.uS e l e c t i v e ;  and t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  e l e c t e d  S iru a r  

(C h ie f)  was l im i t e d  t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  ^ o l ic y  o f  th e  

Mis .1 a ~ r a . He was in  re  a l i t y  t h e i r  ch o sen  v a r - lo r d .  Thus t h e  

main purpose o f  t h e  Gurumata was t o  p r e s e r v e  th e  c o r p o r a te  e x i s t e n c e  

of the S ikh  p e o p le .  T h is  f a c t  j u s t i f i e s  i t s  a r i 3 t o c r a t i c  c h a r .c t e r  

and e n t i t l e s  i t  t o  be c o n s id e r e d  a3 a n a t io n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  I t
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wa3 in  r e a l i t y  so look ed  a on by i t s  members i n  t h o s e  day3. They 

r e c o g n is e d  i t s  Value, not on ly  from th e  p o in t  o f  view o f  sa v in g  

t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  b a t  a l s o  f o r  th e  s a f e t y  o f  

t h e i r  t h e o c r a t i c  commonwealth, th e  ly ia ls a  ( t h e  Bodj o f  th e  

Chosen)* Malcolm th u s  a e s c r i b e s  th e  p r o c e e d in g s  o f  t h i s  

a sse m b ly ; "When t h e  c h i e f s  meet upon t h i s  so lem n o c c a s io n  i t  i s  

con clu d ed  th  at a l l  p r iv a t e  a n i m o s i t i e s  c e ^ s e ,  and th  .1 every man 

s a c r i f i c e s  h i s  p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g s  .t  th e  s h r in e  o f  th e  l e i a l  

good, anu, a c ta  t e d  by p r i n c i p l e s  o f  pure p a t r io t i s m ,  t h in k s  o f  

n o th in g  but t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  r e l i g i o n  ana t h e  commonwealth t o

which he b e lo n g s .  When th e  c h i e f s  did p r i n c i p a l  l e a d e r s  re
( 1 )  ( 2 )

s e a t e d ,  the Ada-Granth and Daswen Pad3hah Ka Granth .re p la c e d

b e fo r e  them. They a l l  bend t h e i r  h ead s  b e fo r e  t h e s e  S c r ip t u r e s
( 3 )

and t& elaim ; fWah! Guru J i  Ka K h alsa ! W ah ! Guru J i  Ki Fateh .11

(1 )  Avii~Granth i s  t h e  name o f  t h e  S c r ip t u r e  co m p iled  bj  Arjun, th e
f i f t h  Guru o f  t h e  S ik h s .  I t  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  c o m p o s it io n s  o f
th e  f i r s t  fou r  Gurus and o f  Arjun h i m s e l f ,  t o g e t h e r  w ith  th e  
v e r s e s  o f  o th e r  b a r -  and a i n s t r e l a  in  p r a i s e  o f  th e  Gurus.

(2 )  Tiie p hrase  means th e  Granth, or S c r i p t u r e ,  o f   ̂ t h e #  t e n t h
Guru, i . e .  Gobind S in gh .

(3 )  *H a i l !  th e  ch osen  band o f  t h e  Guru.1 H a i l !  t i ie  v ic t o r y  fo r  th e
G uru!1 Tui3 e x c la m a tio n  was most prob ab ly  in tr o d u c e d  by Gobind
Singh among h i s  ch osen  f o l l o w e r s .  I t  became t h e  war-cry o f  th e  
S ik h s .
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( 1 )
kar ah ^ ra iu a  n ea t  r e c e i v e s  t h e  sa l a t  * tlon  o f  t h e  a ssem b ly , who th e n

r i s e ,  .iia th e  A k a l is  a lo u d . The members th en  resume t h e i r

s t a t s  ana ^ a rta k e  o f  th e  Earah P rasad , i n  to^ en  o f  t h e i r  g e n e r a l  and

( 2 )com p lete  unxjn  i n  one c a u s e .  The A k a l ls  th e n  e x c la im ;  * 3 ir d a r 3 ,  

t h i  s i s  a Gurura.ta1, on wnich p r a y e r s  ^re a g a in  s a iu  a lou u . Tne 

c h i e f s  th e n  a r .a  c l o s e r  and say t o  each o th e r :  *T^e sa c re d  Granth i 3  

b e t t f ix t  us; l e t  us s*«e-*r by our 3 e r a p tu r e s  t o  f o r g e t  <*11 i n t e r n a l  

u L S .u tes  *nu t o  be u n i t e d ' .  T h is  moment o f  r e l i g i o u s  f e r v o u r  and 

ardent p a t r io t i s m  i s  to k e n  t o  r e c o n c i l e  a l l  a n i m o s i t i e s .  They th en  

proceed to  c o n s id e r  t h e  a -nger w ith  which th ey  o r e  t h r e a t e n e d ,  t o  

s e t t l e  t uo b e s t  ^-lafis f o r  a v e r t in g  i t ,  and to  c a o o se  th e  g e n e r a l s  

*gno re  to  le a d  t h e i r  a rm ie s  a g a in s t  t h e  com ion en t my ! n The f r u i t s  

o f  con q u est  were u iv iu e d  among th e  S i i u l r s  who to o k  t,a r t  in  i t .  The 

m eetin g s  of  t u i s  C o u n c il  **ere he a an nual y d u r in g  t n e  dussehra. f e s 

t i v a l .  Vnia s im p le  C o n s t i t u t io n  o f  t h e  S ikh  Commonwealth s u f f i e e u  

t o  r e s e r v e  t n c  4 h a : 3a . through  t r o a b le u  t i i e 3 .

( } I t  i s  th e  name o f  an o r d in  wry In d ia n  pudding, which i s  l a r g e l y
used by t h e  Hindus a t  r e l i g i o u s  o c c a s io n s .

( 2 )  A s p e c i a l  oru er o f  r e l i g i o u s  z e a l o t s ,  s a iu  t o  have been founded
by Gobina S in g h . The word Aka-11 means Im m ortal.

( S )  Vide S k etch  o f  t h e  S ik h s ,  page 3 7 7 -7 3 .



I  h iV f  m en tion ed  i n  a p r e v io u s  £&r&graph t h a t  th e  :'1D  a n t r t  

C-'HSt an ti  y a t  war a i t h  otte a n o th e r .  T u lo  a t a t e  o f  tU iligS  i t aullfcu  

fro© V*. change in  c ir c u m s ta n c e s .  The e a r l i e r  S lkhu  o f  th e  ua/®  of' 

Gobind S ingh  and Banda were a pure!y r e l i g i o u s  community, s u f f e r i n g  

from g r e a t  p e r s e c u t io n s #  In  t a k in g  arms, t h e i r  c h i e f  o u j e c t  

had been t h e  u< f e n c e  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  and i i id iv iu t fa l  e x i s t e n c e #  

T h eir  yred rtory p r a c t ic e ®  w ere m erely  t h e  lac^ns o f  s e c u r in g  t h a t  

o b jec t .  With t h e  l a t e r  S ik h s ,  how ever , t h e  c * s e  wan d i f f e r e n t #

They - a r e  f i g h t i n g  p r i n c i p a l l y  f o r  a  d om in ion . M oreover, l i k e  

t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r o ,  th e y  hod n o t  t o  con ten d  w ith  a  power o f  n»*t.*.ve 

growth but w ith  tin a l i e n  in v a d er  from a d i s t a n t  r e g io n .  Tiic in ter-*  

v&X s  betw een  h ia  s u c c e s s i v e  i n v a s i o n s  a f f o r d e d ,  a s  alre>%dy e x p la in e d  

fa v o u r a b le  r e s p i t e s  to  Xikb Icaucr®  t o  a c q u ir e  t e n  i t o * y . T h is  was 

a r.ew f a c t o r  o f  s e r i o u s  co n seq u en ce  f o r  t h e  S ikh  t h e o c r a c y ,  b eca u se  

I t  tcnucd  t o  c r e a t e  mutual j e a l o u s i e s  anu r i v a l r i e s  a-io*ig i t s  mem

b e r s ,  and th e reb y  t o  u n d e r l in e  t h e i r  s e n s e  o f  u n i t y .  The p o p u la r i t



o f  th e  OjruH i t  i r a b id ly  d e c l in e d  i t h  t h e  d i e   ̂ u -nee o f  danger  

fron  t h e  D u rran i3 . There i s  h a r d ly  a t r a c e  o f  any m e e t in g s  b e S jg

h e ld  T i e r  th e  year  1704  t h e  y ea r  w hich marks t h e  l a s t  s e r io u s

e f f o r t  o f  t h e  A bd a ll t o  v i s i t  t h e  P anjab . I t  was n o t even summoned 

d u rin g  Zemin Shah1a in v a s io n  in  17 9 8 . D uring t h e  y e a r s  which in 

te r v e n e  between 1704 and 1305 , when a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  m eetin g  o f  t h e  

S ik h 3 * -.3 a * Id , t h e  s e a a ic n a  o f  th e  Gcramat a seem to  have been; aban

doned. The fo u n d a t io n  on which a  g r e a t  r e p u b l i c  i n  t h e  La3t m ight  

have been b u i l t  v a n ish e d ,  w ith o u t  t h e  im m en sity  o f  th e  l o s s  b e in g  

r e a l i s e d .  There wa3 i n  f  act o n ly  one W ashington in  t h e  world in  

t h o s e  d a y s ,  but he was in  Am erica. The s p i r i t  which anim ated him 

and h i s  f o l  owera was one o f  l i b e r t y  and law and an am b ition  f o r  

th e  common w ea l.  I n  t h e  Pan jab t h e r e  *?a3 no suen man and no such  

s i r i t .  The v i c t o r i e s  over t h e  Afghans b etw een  1760 and 1767 77e r e  

c la im ed  on b e h a lf  o f  th e  j.halo  i t  i s  t r u e ;  but under t h i s  t h i n  

veneer o f  r e l i g i o u s  r u r^ose were t h e  r e a l  m o t iv e s  o f  s e l f - i n t e r e s t
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and s e l f - a g g r a n d is e m e n t .  Thus t h e  Mi 3 I s  and t h e  Khai sa

Comnom/ca l t h  were t o  s e r v e  m erely  a s  In te rm ed ia ry  s t a g e s  

i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  S ikh p e o p le ;  and t h e i r  

L. i  e s e n t  h i s t o r y  was t o  form one o f  th e  l i n k s  o f  t h a t  

e l a b o r a t e  p r o c e s s  by . h i c h  a com m unity, a t  f i r s t  d eep ly  

r e l i g i o u s  and p e a c e f u l ,  to o k  t o  t h e  p r u fe s s iu n  o f  -*rus} 

d e v e lo p e d  i l l i t a r y  i n s t i n c t s  c f  a h ig h  o r d e r ,  and com

p l e t e d  i t s  f i n a l  d e s t in y  ariuer a s t r o n g  m i l i t a r y  d esp otism ,  

H enceforth  t h e  co u rse  o f  e v e n t s  seemed c l e a r  even  t o  a 

c a s u a l  E n g lish  t r a v e l l e r )  who 'wrote i n  1783 t h a t  "we may 

se e  aome a m b it io u s  c h i e f ,  l e d  on by h i s  g e n iu s  and suc

c e s s ,  a b so rb in g  th e  power o f  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s ,  d i s p la y  from 

t h e  r u in s  o f  t h e i r  commonwealth th e  s t  andard o f  monarchy."  

The f o l l o w i n g  t» .geo w i l l  show hew rem arkably tr u e  h i s  v e r 

d i c t  proved t o  be.

(1 )  F o /ster , w h i le  t r a v e l l i n g  i n  N orthern  I n d i a  i n  1733 ,  
only t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  b i r t h  o f  R a n j i t  

S in g h , made t h e s e  rem arks. Vide T r a v e l s ,  11, 240.



B. R a n j i t  S ingh  and t h e  C e n tr a l  Panjab*

When i n  1790 R a n j i t  S ingh  su cceed ed  t o  t h e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  t h e  

Shukerchak ia  M i s i * t h e  Panjab wa3 d iv id e d  a s  f o l l o w s .  The c e n t r a l  

p a rt  o f  t h e  p r o v in c e ,  or t h e  la n d  s i t u a t e d  b etw een  t h e  Jehlara and 

t h e  S a t l u j , wa3 m o stly  under t h e  M i s i s . C h ie f  among t h e s e  were  

t h e  B h a n g ls ,  who b e s i d e s  c o n t r o l l i n g  a lo n g  s t r i p  o f  t e r r i t o r y  a lo n g  

t h e  R iver  Jehlam  h e ld  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  

o f  G u jra t,  S i a l k o t ,  Lahore and A m r itsa r . T h e ir  p o s s e s s i o n s  however  

were not c o n t ig u o u s ,  f o r ,  both  betw een  G u jra t  and S i a l k o t  and be

tw een G u jrat and L ahore , were s i t u a t e d  l a r g e  t r a c t s  and s e v e r a l  

s tr o n g h o ld s  b e lo n g in g  t o  o th e r  M i s i s . W azirabad was under an in d e 

pendent S ikh  c h i e f ,  Jodh S in g h . G ujrahw ala formed t h e  c e n t r e  o f 

R a n jit  S in g h ' s  own Mi s i * t h e  S h u k e r c h a k ia s .  The S hu k erch ak ia  pos

s e s s i o n s  a l s o  la y  around S i a l k o t ,  G u jr a t ,  and a c r o s s  t h e  R iv er  Jeh

lam in  P ind-dadan Khan and M ia n l.  The la n d s  betw een  A m ritsar  and 

Ludhiana were d iv id e d  among v a r io u s  S i r d a r s ,  t h e  m ost im p o r ta n t  b e -



.nhyaa, w ith  t h e i r  s e a t  a t  B a ta la  in  th e  Gurd&Spur d i s 

t r i c t .  and Ah 15 A l l a s ,  i t h  t h e i r  c e n t r e  a t  K&purthala and t h e i r  

b s s e a a io n s  r e a c h in g  in  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Ja lan d h ar i n  one d i r e c t i o n  

and em bracing H oshiarpur on the o t h e r .  J&landkar i t s e l f ,  hoot ver*  

r- ,s in  tn e  co.ntr >1 o f  a >e *rat@ S ir d a r .  Some t r a c t s  in  the  d i s 

t r i c t s  o f  Guru a i./ur a a  A m ritsar , and in. t h e  Ja lan dh ar  J o fb ,  »ert 

hedd by th e  Raiagaruias, whose p o s s e s s i o n s  a l s o  la y  a c r o s s  th e  S t t -  

Vaj. Tne cou n try  which i n t e r v e n e s  between Lahore and M ultan was 

d iv id e d  datong th e  Pa^h&nB o f  K asur, t h e  hakal S ir d a r s  o f  al , t a n ,  

and t h e  G i l l s  o f  Jh^ng. A nu iber o f  Monamraedan and Hajput c h i e f 

t a i n  -i id, l in i s t e r e d  Raj a « r i ,  B h in b e r , J^.aun, i.nd tn e  ~dj o i l i n g  l^ n u s .  

A hin..u R aja , S a n s lr  Chand, p o sse  seed  t h e  K lngra H i l l s ;  but Cha.iba 

b e1 c t o  Raja Cfe&r&t S in g h . The p ro v in ce  of Multan fras under  

, f. • i Khan S a d o a a i . Beyond In d u s ,  Her ., I s m a i l  Khan v^a

in  th e  , o r . e o s i o n  o f  Abdul Samaiid lidan, a h i l e  Bahiv/alpur anu Der^.

Qjja ere  i n  tn e  hands o f  t h e  Safedpntra c h i e f ,  Bahaw&l l&ILn*

The f a r t  o f  A ttack  was h o le  by Jashlhdau y>au, tut a z l r  Khdl c h i e f ;



and Mankera, Eannuh, Kahat and Tonk were under d i f f e r e n t  Mohammedan 

r u l e r s .  The v a l l e y  o f  Pesh&w r Wa3 a d m in is te r e d  by F ateh  Jj&an 

Blruk& al; and t l  r u v in c e  o f  Kashmir by h i s  b r o th e r  *Asim X&£fi«

H ost o f  t h e  Mohammedan c h i e f 3 were o r i g i n a l l y  f e u d a t o r i e s  o f  t h e  

k in g s  o f  A fg h a n is ta n ,  but hau l a t e l y  become in d e p en d en t  by rea so n  o f  

th e  d ea th  o f  Ahmed Shah and t h e  w eak ness o f  h i s  s u c c e s s o r s *

The C i s - S a t l u j  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  Panjab 7;a s  d iv iu e d  among t h e  r u l 

in g  f a m i l i e s  o f  P a t i a l a ,  . J ln d ,  Kabha, ana s e v e r a l  o th e r  l e s s  im

p ortan t S ir d a r s .  Most o f  t h e s e  c h i e f s  had d escen d ed  o r i g i n a l l y  

from th e  Phulk ian  M i s i . They a re  even  now known by t h a t  nanu . Another  

M ia l, th e  Miahanwal . 3 , pos sessed  some t e r r i t o r y  b etw een  Ambala and 

Saharanpur. Only one sm a ll  s t a t e ,  t h a t  o f  M a le r k o t la ,  was governed

by an Afghan d yn asty  on t h e  Cia—S a t l u j  s i d e  o f  th e  Panjab .

\ I t  w i l l  be se e n  t h a t  t h e r e  w ete  sharp  r e l i g i o u s  and r a c i a l  

[ d i f f e r e n c e s  among t h e  numerous r u l e r s  who governed  t h e  Panjab a t  t h i s  

t im e . There was r,o u n i t y  o f  purpose among them* Even among t h e  

Sikh H isa l a i r s  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  i n c l i n a t i o n  tow ard s u n i f i e d  a c t i o n .
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The Bhangl Mi s i  i t s e l f  was u iv id e d  i n t o  t h r e e  armed carries, w ith  

t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  h ea d q u a rter s  a t  L ahore, A m ritsar and G u jra t. The 

Kanhyas were a t t e d  a g a in s t  t h e  RSm garhias, and t h e  l a t t e r  were h os

t i l e  to  t h e  J h lu w a l ia s .  There e x i s t e d  a l s o  t h e  b i t t e r e s t  enm ity  

betw een t h e  S hu kerchak ias and t h e  B h a n g is ,  and betw een  th e  l a t t e r  ana 

th e  Kanhyas. A l l  were a t  war one a g a in s t  th e  o t h e r .  There was a 

c o n s ta n t  grou p ing  and r e -g r o u p in g  o f  p a r t i e s  and f a c t i o n s ,  t h e  b a l 

ance o f  m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h  f r e q u e n t ly  s h i f t i n g  from one to  t h e  o th e r .  

Among th e  Mohammedan c h i e f t a i n s  a l s o  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  u n i t y .  Al

though rao3t o f  them had d e r iv e d  t h e i r  a u th o r i t y  o r i g i n a l l y  from th e  

same s o u r c e ,  i . e .  th e  D urrani Empire, y e t  th ey  had h ard ly  l e a r n t  t o  

look  upon th e m s e lv e s  a s  form ing  so many u n i t s  o f  i t  b e fo r e  i t  had
Sjkt

f a l l e n .  As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  v a r io u s  d e p u t i e s  had become in d e p e n d e n t .  

They now th o u g h t  on ly  o f  h o ld in g  f a s t  t o  t h e i r  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  a g a in s t  

one an oth er  a3 w e l l  a s  a g a in s t  t h e  mo:e fo r m id a b le  S ik h s .  Thus t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  on th e  eve o f  t h e  1 9 !h . ce n tu ry  was em in en tly  

s u i t e d  f o r  th e  r i s e  o f  a r e s o l u t e  and o u ts ta n d in g  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  who
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might weld t h e s e  d i s c o r d a n t  e l e m e n ts  3 t e a d i i y  i n t o  an o r g a n is e d  

kingdom; and, a s  we 3 h a l l  3 ee ,  R a n j i t  S ingh a v a i l e u  h i m s e l f  o f  t h i s

o p p o r tu n i ty .

When R a n j it  S ingh i n h e r i t e d  t h e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  h i s  M is l  a t  n i s  

f a t h e r ’ s d e a th ,  he was m erely  a boy , but he d i s p la y e d  t h e  same e a r ly  

gra3p o f  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  a s  th e  g r e a t  Akbar had done b e f o r e  him.

The work o f  a d m in is t r a t io n  however was undertaken  by a R egent, who, 

a cc o rd in g  t o  t h e  S ikh custom , co u ld  be no o th e r  p erson  th an  h i s  

m other. She was h e lp ed  i n  t h i s  t a s k  by S ird-lr  Dal S in g h , Ran j i t ’ s 

g r e a t - u n c le ,  and Dewan Lakhpat R a i, h i s  f a t h e r ’ 3 m i n i s t e r .  In  1795  

R a n j it  was m arried  t o  Mehtafiji Kaur, t o  whom t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  Kanhyas 

had bequeathed  a l l  h i s  la n d s  and t r e a s u r e s  i n  1792. But tn e  Kanhya 

p o s s e s s io n s  a l s o  were a d m in is te r e d  by a R egent, Sada Kaur, t h e  mother 

o f  th e  P r in c e s s .  Sada Kaur was by a l l  a c c o u n ts  a woman o f  e x t r a 

ord inary  a b i l i t y ,  and her c o n s id e r a b le  t a l e n t s  now en ab led  her t o  

play a prom inent p art in  R a n j i t ' s  a f f a i r s .  In  f a c t ,  3he became t h e  

le a d in g  p e r s o n a l i t y  in  R a n j i t * s  c o u n c i l s  and th e  most p ow erfu l i n -
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( 1 )
strum ent o f  h i s  e a r ly  tr iu m p h s .

I n  179G th e  f i r s t  in v a s io n  o f  Zemin Shah to o k  p la c e ;  and in  

th e  fo lT u  tflng year  KSaaAg&r was f i n a l l y  cap tu red  by Eon j i t *  a m ini

s t e r s  from i t s  Mohammedan r u l e r s .  R a n j i t  p e r s o n a l ly  took  p art in

th e  l a t t e r  cam paign, and thou gh  young showed g r e a t  s k i l l  when vt~
( )

t i c k e d  w ith  a sworu by Hashm&t ijiiln , th e  Chiiouta l e a d e r .  In  th e

l a t t e r  y e a r ,  K a n jit  S in g h * s  secund m a r r ia g e ,  v i^ .  w ith  t h e  Nakain  

P r in c e s s ,  to o k  p la c e .  I t  «as  a f t e r  t h i s  e v e n t  t h a t  Dewan Lakhp vt  

Rai was s e n t  by R a n j i t  on a p e r i l o u s  e n t e r p r i s e ,  in  which he was 

k i i ' l e d .  The d esp a tc h  o f  t h e  Bewan was t h e  f i r s t  inu.epend.ent ~ct o f  

the  P r in c e ,  *nd a s  ouch marks h i s  p e r s o n a l  a ssu m p tion  o f  power. At 

th e  same t im e ,  R a n j i t  a p p o in ted  S i r d i r  D al o ittgh , betw een .horn ana

( ) Some w r ite r  a, n o ta b ly  P r lu se p  -*nu H t J g e l ,  -*re o f  o p in io n  t h a t  
i n  her m a te r ia l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t s  o f  R a n j i t ,  Sada 
Kaur1 o r e a l  o b j e c t  was s e l f - a g g r a n d is e m e n t .  h#ujg<. 1 cven re
c u s e s  her o f  d e l i b e r a t e l y  encour g in g  t h e  young P r in ce  d u r in g  
h i s  m in o r ity  to  le a d  a l i f t  o f  d i s s i p a t i o n .  He s a y s ;  "T his  
a m b it io u s  woman was n ot o n ly  schem ing a g a in s t  h i s  h e a l t h ,  but 
she a l3 o  p rev en ted  him from r e c e i v i n g  any o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  
e d u c a t i o n .w T h is  seem s to o  s e v e r e  a judgm ent, e s p e c i a l l y  in  
t h e  ab sen ce  o f  any p o s i t i v e  e v id e n c e  a g a in s t  h e r .  N e ith e r
Hmufcel nor any o th e r  w r i t e r  s t a t e s  r e a s o n s  for t h i s  b e l i e f .  At 
t h e  s  uae t im e ,  I  f a i l  t o  f in u  t h e  t r a c e s  o f  any such im p ress
io n s  i n  th e  P e r s ia n  m a n u sc r ip ts .

(2 )  R a n j it  was on horseback, when a t ta c k e d .  H is  b e l t  was r e n t  asun
d e r ,  but he h im s e l f  e sca p ed  i n j u r y .  He a t  once r e t a l i a t e d  i t h  
a blow . h ich  k i l l e d  h i s  a d v e r s a r y .  Vide T w a r ip h -a -H a n j it
S in g h .
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th e  Dewan t h e r e  e x i s t e d  much j e a l o u s y ,  a s  h i s  m i n i s t e r .  The co 

in c id e n c e  betw een  t h e  two e v e n t s  e x p la in s  t o  a la r g e  e x t e n t  th e  su s

p ic io n s  u s u a l ly  e n t e r t a in e d  by some w r i t e r s  about R a r i j i t ' s  c o m p l ic i ty
( 1 )

i n  th e  d e a th  o f  t h e  Dewan. Scon a f te r w a r d s  R a n j i t  S ingh gaaneu an 

o p p o r tu n ity  t o  v i s i t  L ahore, w h i le  on t h e  way to  Sada Kaur! s e s t a t e s ;  

and was e n t e r t a in e d  i n  th e  f o r t  by t h e  Bhangi S ir d a r s  o f  t h e  p la c e .  

T h i3 was f o l lo w e d  by Shah Leman's second  in v a s io n  o f  th e  Panjab . The 

Shah p e n e tr a te d  t o  Lahore. R a n j it  S ingh  wu3 one o f  th e  S ir d a r s  who 

fough t i n  t h e  d e fe n c e  o f  t h e  Saman B u r j . H is  con d uct i s  s a id  t o  

have im p r essed  t h e  in h a b i t a n t s  o f  th e  c i t y .  T h is  may account t o  

some e x t e n t  f o r  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  su b s e q u e n t ly  s e n t  t o  him by t h e  l e a u -  

| in g  c i t i z e n s  f o r  t h e  o c c u p a t io n  o f  Lahore. R a n j i t  r e c e iv e d  t h e  i n -

( l )  P r in se p ,  Hwufgel, Cunningham, and —  f o l l o w i n g  them — L a t i f f ,  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  R a n j it  in v o lv e d  th e  Dewan i n  t h i s  au ven tu re  i n  
order t o  b r in g  about h i s  d e^ th . I b r a t  Niina ( f .2 1 G )  a c c u s e s  
R a n j it  o f  a c t u a l  i n t r i g u e  w ith  t h o s e  who k i l l e d  t h e  m in i s t e r .
No p o s i t i v e  e v id e n c e  however i s  put f o r t h  by any o f  th e  w r i t e r s  
fo r  t h e i r  v ie w s .  From t h e  p e r u s a l  o f  a l l  t h e  m a t e r ia l s  b ea r
in g  on t h e  p o in t ,  i t  seems t o  me p rob ab le  t h a t  R a n j it  m ight  
have 3en t away t h e  Dewan in  order t o  p rev en t  h i s  i n t e r f e r e n c e  
w ith  h i s  assu m ption  o f  Royal power. That he in te n d e d  him ex
p r e s s ly  t o  be k i l l e d  i 3  not e s t a b l i s h e d .  The q u e s t io n  i n  f a c t  
i s  one o f  m o t iv e s  and hence d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e c id e .  The s t a t e 
ment i n  I b r a t  Nama i s  e x c e p t i o n a l  among t h e  P e r s ia n  work3, and 
comes from t h e  pen o f  a Mohammedan w r i t e r ,  whose v ie w s  about  
R a n j it  S in g h * s  c h a r a c te r  a r e  e x a g g e r a te u .  Hence i t  can h ard ly  
be reg a rd ed  a s  c o n c l u s i v e .



v i t a t i o n  in  th e  summer o f  1799 , j u s t  b e f o r e  he had secu red  p er

m is s io n  from Zeman Shah t o  govern  t h e  c a p i t a l  on b e h a l f  o f  th e  

Afghans. T h is  g ra n t  by i t s e l f  was o f  l i t t l e  v a lu e ,  fo r  i t  was un

accompanied by any m a t e r ia l  a s s i s t a n c e .  N e v e r t h e le s s ,  i t  i s  con -  

c e iv a b le  t h a t  i t  su g g e s te d  t o  t h e  young p r in c e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

h i s  o ccu p y in g  t h e  c i t y .

In  t h i s  im portant u n d e r ta k in g , R a n j i t  was a s s i s t e d  by Sada 

Kaur and t h e  Nakai S i r d l r s ;  and t h e  a l l i e d  f c r c e 3  amounteu t o  

2 5 ,0 0 0  men. The ca p tu re  o f  t h e  c i t y  and t h e  f o r t  proves, an easy  

m a tte r .  The d e fe n d e r s  s c a r c e ly  f i r e d  a 3 h o t .  The p e c u l ia r ly  

fa v o u r a b le  c ir c u m sta n c e s  under which t h i s  s u c c e s s  was se cu red  may be 

enumerated a3 f o l l o w s ; -

( 1 )  The Bhangi S ir d a r s  were to o  en g r o sse d  in  t h e i r  debauch

e r i e s  and to o  j e a l o u s  o f  each o th e r  t o  o f f e r  a u n it e d  l e s i 3 -  

t a n c e .

(2 )  The Bhangi M is i  a s  a w hole had no uniform  p lan  or p o l i c y ;  

and i t s  d i f f e r e n t  s t r o n g h o ld s  la y  i n  t e r r i t o r i e s  which were not



c o n t ig u o u s ,  and "were in t e r s p e r s e d  by R a n j i t f s p o s s e s s i o n s .  They 

were t h u s  in c a p a b le  o f  a c t i n g  t o g e t h e r  a g a in s t  an oth er  o r g a n i

s a t i o n .

( 3 )  The P r in c e  had, in  t h i s  u n d e r ta k in g ,  t h e  a c t i v e  su pp ort o f  

t h e  l e a d in g  c i t i z e n s  o f  L ahore, who opened t h e  c i t y  g a t e s  t o  

him.

( 4 )  The a c t i v e  e o - c p e r ^ t io n  o f  t h e  Kanhyas under Sada Kaur, 

and t h a t  o f  t h e  N akais  under t h e i r  own S ir d a r s ,  yja s  an invotlu-  

a b le  m a te r ia l  a d d i t io n  to  t h e  P r i n c e 1s r e s o u r c e s .

( 5 )  The o ld  age and i n f i r m i t y  o f  J a s s a  S ingh  o f  t h e  Ramgarhia 

Mi s i  r t h e  i n v e t e r a t e  enemy o f  R a n j i t  S ingh  ,%nd Sada Kaur, pre

v e n te d  t h e  fo rm a tio n  o f  an a l l i a n c e  a g a in s t  t h e  Shukerch& kias.

( 6 ) I t  may be s a id  t h a t  Zem&n’ s g ra n t  in v e s t e d  R a n j i t ’ s  con

q u e s t  w ith  an ap pearance o f  l e g i t i m a c y .

The c o n q u e st  o f  Lahore was an im p ortan t  a d d i t io n  t o  R a n j i t 1s 

p o s s e s s io n s ,  and g r e a t l y  enhanced h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s t i g e  a s  t h e  

h o ld er  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  Panjab . I t  a l s o  meant t h e
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d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  c h i e f  c e n t r e  c f  B hangi i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  p r o v in c e ;  

a lth o u g h  th ey  a t i l l  p o s s e s s e d  s t r o n g h o ld s  a t  A m ritsar and G u jr a t.  

l ie f  ore p r o c e e d in g  f u r t h e r  how ever , R a n j i t  assumed t h e  emblems o f  

k in g s h ip .  Ue p rocla im ed  h im s e l f  th e  Maharaja o f  Lahore and e s t a b -  

l i s h e u  ow mint o f  h i s  own. But soon a f t e r  t h i s  h i s  e n e r g ie s  were

re q u ir ed  t o  d i s p e l  a fo r m id a b le  a l l i a n c e ,  formed under Bhangi l e a d e r -
( 1 )sh ip  by f i v e  o f  th e  s t r o n g e s t  c h i e f t a i n s  c f  t h e  C e n tr a l  Panjab. For

about two months th e  arm ies la y  w i t h in  s i g h t  o f  each  o th e r ,  a t  a

g la c e  c a l l e d  B h a s ln , s i t u a t e d  h a lf-w a y  betw een Lahore and A m ritsa r .

But R a n j i t 1s en em ies d i s p e r s e d  w ith o u t  a s e r i o u s  b a t t l e ,  owing to
( 2 )

t h e  d ea th  o f  t h e  l e a d e r ,  and t h e  w^nt o f  u n ity  among t h e m s e lv e s .

Thus R a n j it  secures, an easy  trium ph.

The d e f e a t  o f  t h e  Bhangi a l l i a n c e  in du ced  t h e  Maharaja t o  inarch

a g a in s t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  Panjab. In  t h i s  he was a s s i s t -
( 3 )

eu by a new a l l y ,  F ateh  S in g h , t h e  A h lu w alia  c h i e f .  Fian.jit S ingh

( 1 )  They w ere Go^L;. S in gh  Bhangi o f  A m r itsa r , Sahib  Singh Bhangi o f  
G u jr a t ,  Jodh S ingh o f  W azirabad, J a s3 a  S ingh  Ramgarhia, and 
N iz im - u l -u in  iLhan o f  Kasur.

( 2 )  Go<ab S ingh  B hangi. Sohan L ai a t t a c h e s  g r e a t  im portan ce  t o  
t h e  d ea th  o f  Go€ab ( f . 2 3 2 ) ;  and t h e  au th or  o f  t h e  I b r a t  Nama 
a g r e e s  w ith  him ( f f . 2 2 2 - 2 2 3 ) .

( 3 )  F ateh  S ingh had exchanged tu r b a n s  w ith  R a n j i t . s h o r t ly  b e fo r e  
th e  c o n q u e st  o f  A m ritsa r , th e r e b y  b in d in g  h im s e l f  t o  an 
a l l i a n c e  w ith  him.
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a t t a c k e d  th e  c i t y  in  1802 , a t  t h e  head o f  an army c o n s i s t 

in g  o f  Kanhya, Nakal and A h lu w a lia  t r o o p s  in  a d d i t io n  to  h i s  

own; and a f t e r  a few days* s i e g e  i t  su r r en d e r ed . The f o r t  

was cap tu red  a t  t h e  same t im e .  T h is  co n q u e st  d e s tr o y e d  

a n o th er  Bhangi s t r o n g h o ld .  By i t  R a n j it  S ingh  secu red  con

s i d e r  a b le  m a t e r i a l  o f  war, in c lu d in g  t h e  famous *£am-Zama* 

and s e v e r a l  o th e r  guns, and t e r r i t o r y  y i e l d i n g  a handsome 

re v e n u e .  M oreover, t h e  r e l i g i o u s  and c o n ia e r c ia l  im portan ce  

o f  t h e  c i t j  enhanced trie c o n q u e r o r ’ s p r e s t i g e .

The o th e r  members o f  th e  l a t e  a l l i a n c e  were a l s o  p u n ish 

ed one a f t e r  a n o th er . They came, i n  f a c t ,  under t h e  g e n e r a l  

p o l ic y  o f  r u t h l e s s  a g g r e s s io n  and p lu n d er which t h e  Maharaja  

h e n c e fo r th  f o l lo w e d  tow ards h i s  n e ig h b o u r s .  I  need not  

e n te r  in t o  t h e  (ttedious u e t a i l s  o f  t h e  numerous cam paigns  

which he c a r r ie d 'o n  a g a in s t  th e  r u l e r s  o f  Kasur}^ W azirabaA^

(1 )  The f i r s t  in v a s io n  o f  Kasur to o k  p la c e  soon a f t e r  t h e  break-up  
o f  t h e  a l l i a n c e  o f  1800; t h e  secon d  in  1801; t h e  t h ir d  in  
1802; and t h e  fo u r th  in  th e  same y e a r ,  but a f t e r  th e  d eath  of_ 
NizoLm-ul-dln Khan and t h e  s u c c e s s i o n  o f  h i s  b ro th e r  K u tu b -u l-d in  
kjfln . During t h e  two l a t t e r  i n v a s io n s  R a n j i t  su cceed ed  in  ex
a c t i n g  t r i b u t e .  In  1307 he f i n a l l y  annexed t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  
a f t e r  a b r i e f  cam paign, in  w hich he was su p p orted  by Jcdh Singh  
Romgarhia. The a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  Kasur, t h e  m y th o lo g ic a l  r i v a l
o f  Lahore, removed th e  Pathan co lo n y  and in c r e a s e d  t h e  popu
l a r i t y  o f  t h e  Maharaja among t h e  S ik h s .

(2 )  Jodh Singh o f  Wazirabad acknowledged a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  Maharaja  
ini&tfA .



( 1 ) ( 2 )
G u jr a t ,  J h an g , and v a r io u s  o th e r  p la c e s .  They a r e  to -d a y  a  mat

t e r  o f  common h i s t o r y .  I t  may how ever b e s t a t e d  t h a t ,  a s  a r e s u l t  

o f  t h i s  p o l i c y ,  R a n j it  S in gh  su cceed ed  in  a b so rb in g  t h e  C e n tr a l Pan

ja b  i n t o  a s i n g l e  kingdom b e fo r e  18D^|?^

£ .  R a n j it  S ingh  and t h e  P r o v in c e  o f  M ultan .

The p r o v in c e  o f  M ultan was f i n a l l y  d e ta ch e d  from  th e  Mughal 

Empire in  1 7 5 2 , when i t  became a p a r t  o f  t h e  D urran i kingdom o f  

A fg h a n ista n  and was e n tr u s te d  t o  a fa m ily  o f  3 a 4 o za I  P a th a n s. In  

1758 t h e  M arh attas o v e r -r a n  th e  c o u n tr y , le a v in g  b eh in d  a Mohammedan 

g o v e r n o r . Two y e a r s  l a t e r  a n o th e r  D urran i in v a s io n  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  

e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  a n o th er  M uslim a d m in is tr a to r *  Prom 1771 t o  1779 

t h e  B h a n g is  h e ld  and t e r r o r i s e d  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  p ro v in ce*

( 1 )  G u jra t was f in a l ly ^ w r e s t e d  from  t h e  B h a n g ls  i n  1 8 0 9 . Hence
fo rw a rd , th e  B h a n g is c e a se d  t o  e x i s t  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  pow er.

( 2 )  Jhang was s u b je c te d  t o  s u c c e s s iv e  m i l i t a r y  r a id s  and in c u r s io n s ,  
b e fo r e  i t  was in c o r p o r a te d  in t o  th e  S ikh  d om in ion s i nifab .

( 3 )  S ee  t h e  Map show ing R a n j it* s  p o s s e s s io n s  in  1 8 1 K |i^ anu -feh* 
f lh-p o n Ql o r i Q a l  T a b l e - c f  h i o  o o n q u G G t o  i -n  A^ p o « d i K #n o » ♦



Tiltj  u<u.d ho;.ever f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  3h aj£ t~ d  fro:-i I t s  S a d o z a i  g o v er n o r ,  

ShuJa ik a n ,  who co n t in u e d  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  i t  u n t i l  h i s  death  i n  1776.

He crio a u cce ta e u  by h i s  son , iiuz^ far  R ian , ...ho a f t e r  s e v e r a l  a t te m p ts  

d io v t  ..wo.y t h e  Bliangxa from M ultan , w ith  t h e  h e lp  o f  TuJLmur> th e  son  

and s u c c e s s o r  o f  t h e  A b u a li .  Prom 1779 t o  1318 Multan r e g a in e d  in  

th e  ^o-iocssion  o f  luza.fu.r IdaUj who, a t  f i r s t  fe u d a to r y  o f  t h e  r u l e r s  

o L u a u u l , o eCoUiiG a i t o r w a r d s  an i n a  cp  v-nde."it p r i n c e  •

Ivluzowfar Shan Came i n t o  c o n t a c t  ..i t h  R a n j it  Singh o,s e a r ly  a s  

1 3 0 2 , v^hen t h e  l a t t e r  made a m i l i t a r y  in c u r s io n  up t o  t h e  f r o n t i e r  

o f  h i s  kingdom. R a n j i t  however r e t i r e d  on t h e  prom ise o f  t r i b u t e .

He in vad ed  Mu I t  .In a g a in  in  1305 , reached  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  th e  c i t y ,  

but withdrew on accou n t o f  th e  a r r i v a l  o f  H o lla r  on h i s  f r o n t i e r .  

N e v e r t h e le s s  he e x a c te d  a t r i b u t e  o f  H s .7 0 ,0 0 0  from t h e  Nawab. Two 

y e a r s  l a t e r ,  th e  MahSraju. appeared th e  t h i r d  t im e ,  and charged th e

w ith  h arb ou r in g  Ahmed JLh&n S i a l  o f  Jhang. R a n j i t  -dvanced on 

t h e  c i t y ,  and th e  Path-lns Chat t h e m s e lv e s  iip in  t h e  f o r t .  Bat th e  

Sikh  r u l e r ,  h a v in g  no s i e g e  t r a i n ,  a g a in  c o n te n te d  h im s e l f  w ith  a
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t r i b u t e ,  In  1810 th e  fo u r th  a t  t i c k  v-vas made, under p r e t e x t  e f  

a r r e a r s  o f  t r ib u t e *  The c i t y  was o e c u p ie d  *nd t h e  f o r t  b e s ie g e d .

The s i e g e  l a s t e d  fo r  about t h r e e  m onths, but t h e  f o r t  co u ld  not be 

reduced* In  1312 t h e  31 kh army appeared b e f o r e  Multan fo r  t h e  

f i f t h  t im e ,  and, th e  a r r e d r s  o f  t r i b u t e  h a v in g  been e x to r t e d  from  

tu e  K urflb, I t  re tu rn ed  t o  L ahore . Four ye n s l a t e r  R a n j it  aga in  

marched t o  M ultan, h i s  AkTI1 g e n e r a l  . ih o o lu  S in g h , s t o r i e d  th e  

town w ith  a fe^  f a n a t i c s  o f  h i s  s e c t ,  .nd com p elled  Muzafar khan to  

make :-u * Naa..r* ( o f f e r i n g )  »f R s .3 0 ,0 0 0  t o  'he 3 ikh  r u l e r .  I  th e  

f o 1 o . in g  y f..ur, ~ .\cthar f a c t  u ■ ider Jen3 n lb,.. 3 l i  DI as .van d e s t; >.tc.ied ; 

i t  l a i d  s i e g e  to  t h e  f o r t  but was co m p elled  by th e  determ ined  oppo

s i t i o n  o f  th e  i a t h l n s  t o  r a i s e  i t .  For t h i s  f t i  are th e  De.vl i ,ns  

h e a v i ly  f in e d  by R a n j i t .  In  1318 t i e  l a s t  in v a s io n  o f  Mu I t I n  to o k  

p la c e .  During each s u c c e s s i v e  a t ta c k  th e  S a a o z a ls  had iko-./n an i n 

c r e a s in g ly  d eterm in ed  cu.pa.city f o r  r e s i s t a n c e .  Hence R a n j it  made 

g r e a t  p r e p a r a t io n s .  He urged h i s  J l r l r u T r s  ( f e u u s t o r i e s )  -nd  K T ra in s  

(g o v e r n o r s )  t o  c o l l e c t  a s  g r e a t  a number o f  men and a s  much m u n it ion

(1 ) For fu l  ' account o f  t h i s  s i e g e ,  s e e  T i ja r ik h - t - R a n jit  S in gh .



and g r a in  a s  p o s s i b l e .  An e la b o r a t e  system  o f  I o a t  t r a n s p o r t  

through  t h e  R a v i,  t h e  Chenab and t h e  Jehlam was o r g a n is e d ,  w ith  i t s  

c h i e f  b a se  a t  t h e  c a p i t a l .  R a n j i t  s u p e r v is e d  a l l  t h e  arrangem ents  

a t  Lahore, whence c o n t in u o u s  s u p p l i e s  c f  g r a in ,  h o r s e s  and ammuni

t i o n  were forw arded  th ro u g h o u t  th e  p e r io d  o f  t h e  s ie g e *  Gne o f  t h e  

q ueens, th e  mother o f  P r in c e  Kharak S in g h , was d ep uted  t o  Kot Kama- 

l i a ,  a p la c e  s i t u a t e d  h a lf -w a y  betw een  Lahore and M ultan, t o  su p er

in te n d  th e  d e sp a tc h  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  t o  th e  scen e  o f  a c t i o n .  The army 

i n  th e  f i e l d  c o n s i s t e d  o f  2 5 ,0 0 0  h o r se  and f o o t ,  t o g e t h e r  w ith  a  

s tr o n g  equipment o f  s i e g e  g u n s . Even was brought from

Lahore, The e n t i r e  f o r c e  was put under t h e  command o f  M isar Dewan 

C h a m P '*

The N&wab a l s o  made g r e a t  e f f o r t s  t o  meet t h i s  fo rm id a b le  

a t t a c k .  He r a i s e d  th e  cry o f  r e l i g i o n  and th e r e b y  t r i e ^  t o  e n l i s t  

t h e  h e lp  o f  n e ig h b o u r in g  Mu^alman c h i e f t a i n s .  He f a i l e d  i n  h i s  

o b je c t  how ever, p a r t ly  on accou n t o f  th e  l a t t e r ’s  f e a r  o f  th e  S ik h 3 ,

( I ) The nom inal command was g iv e n  t o  P r in c e  Kharak S in g h , t o  p re
vent j e a lo u s y  among t h e  Sikh S ir d a r s .  The I b r a t  N&ma s a y s  in  
t : : i s  c o n n e c t io n  t h a t  s e v e r a l  S ir d a r s  a c t u a l l y  r e fu s e d  t o  s e r v e  
under t h e  M isar b e fo r e  R a n j i t  a p p o in ted  t h e  P r in c e  as  Commander 
i n - C h i e f .  I t  a l s o  m en tio n s  t h a t  R a n j i t  went out o f  Lahore t o  
l i v e  a t  a l i t t l e  d i s t a n c e ,  and to o k  a vow not t o  r e - e n t e r  t h e  
c a p i t a l  u n t i l  he sh o u ld  hear t h e  news o f  t h e  co n q u est  o f  Mul
t a n .  ( f . 2 4 3 ) .  S ir d a r s  D al S in g h , P ateh  S ingh  A hlu w alia  and 
Dhana Singh M alw al, and Dev/ans M oti Ram and Ram D i a l ,  were th e  
p r i n c i p a l  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  cam paign.



and p a r t ly  owing t o  t h e  s u p e r io r  d ip lom acy  o f  R a n j i t .  The Nawab’ s 

r e q u e s t  f o r  h e lp  from t h e  B r i t i s h ,  l i k e  t h a t  o f  th e  Maharaja, met 

w ith  a c o u r te o u s  r e f u s a l .  Thus t h e  Nawab had t o  depend on h i s  own 

r e s o u r c e s ,  which had a lr e a d y  been  weakened by R a n j i t 1a r e p e a te d

a t t a c k s .

The Sikh array inarched from Lahore a t  t h e  end o f  January , and,

h aving  ca p tu red  t h e  tow ns o f  ILbangarh and Muaafargarh on th e  way, i t

reached t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  Multan in  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  n ex t  month.

The c i t y  was e n te r e d  w ith o u t  s e r i o u s  o p p o s i t io n ,  and th e  Pathan army

r e t i r e d  i n t o  th e  f o r t ,  which t h e  S ik h s  b e s i e g e d .  The Nawab had
( 2 )o n ly  2 ,0 0 0  men i n s i d e  t h e  f o r t ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s  he made a g a l l a n t  

d e f e n c e .  The S ik h s  c a r r ie d  on an a lm o st  c o n t in u o u s  bombardment f o r  

s e v e r a l  w eeks, f i r e d  Zara-Zama more th a n  o n ce , and su cceed ed  in  

bre<*ching t h e  w a l l s .  But s t i l l  t h e  c a p tu r e  o f  t h e  p la c e  was f a r

( 1 )  For exam ple, he r e le a s e d  Ahmed £J}an S i l l  o f  Jhang on t h e  ev e  o f  
th e  e x p e d i t io n ,  gave him a s u b s t a n t i a l  J a g i r ,  and th e reb y  a t 
ta ch ed  him and h i s  f o l l o w e r s  t o  h i m s e l f .

( 2 )  While most w r i t e r s  put t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  g a r r is o n  a t  2 ,0 0 0  
men, M oorcroft —  on t h e  a u th o r i t y  o f  a c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  
R a n jit  —  p u ts  i t  a t  3 ,0 0 0 .  He a l s o  t a l k 3  o f  t h e  Maharaja  
h av in g  m entioned  t h a t  t h e  S ikh t r o o p s  were 2 5 ,0 0 0 ,  t h a t  th e y  
l o s t  1 ,9 0 0  men in  one a s s a u l t ,  and t h a t  on ly  500 o f  th e  b e s ie g e d  
s u r v iv e d .  R a n j it  a t  t h e  3ame t im e  ad m itted  t h a t  - f t e r  t h e  r e 
d u c t io n  o f  t h e  f o r t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  c o u ld  n o t  f o r  a t im e  p rev en t  
th e  s o l d i e r s  from p lu n d er , but he em phasised  t h a t  th e y  d id  n ot  
k i l l  a s i n g l e  P a th ln  i n  c o ld  b lo o d .  V ide T r a v e l s ,  I .  101 .



from a cco m p lish ed -  The Pathana o b s t i n a t e l y  c lu n g  t o  t h e i r  d e f e n c e ,  

u n t i l  t h e i r  f o r c e  was reduced  t o  some f i v e  hundred men b e lo n g in g  t o

th e  Nawab*3 own fa m ily  or t r i b e ,  t h e  r e s t  h a v in g  been e i t h e r  k i l l e d*

or d is a b le d  by th e  S ik h s .  At l a s t  t h e  g a t e s  were blown i n ;  but 

t h e  g a r r is o n  r a i s e d  beh ind  them mounds o f  e a r th ,  on which th e y  s to o d  

and fo u g h t hand t o  hand a g a in s t  t h e  s u p e r io r  number o f  t h e  S ik h s .  On 

t h e  2nd. June however, an A k a li  f a n a t i c ,  3au.hu S in g h , made a d e t e r 

mined rush w ith  a few d e sp e r a d o e s  o f  h i s  s e c t  i n t o  t h e  outwork o f  th e  

f o r t ,  and to o k  th e  Afghans by 3u rp r i.se .  The Sikh f o r c e ,  s e e in g  h i s  

s u c c e s s ,  advanced t o  th e  p la c e  o f  a s s a u l t  and mounted th e  breach  near  

Ediizrl g a t e .  Here t h e  o ld  Nawab, w ith  h i s  e i g h t  so n s  and t h e  rem

nant o f  t h e  g a r r i s o n ,  3 tood  sword i n  hand, d eterm in ed  t o  d i e  r a th e r  

th an  su rr e n d e r .  There was so much b lo o d sh ed  and so  many heaps o f  

dead t h a t  t h e  S ik h s  had t o  withdraw a l i t t l e  and open f i r e  from

: t h e i r  m a tc h lo c k s .  "Come on l i k e  m enl” , sh ou ted  t h e  Pathan^ "and l e t
*

us f a l l  in  a f a i r  f i g h t . ” The c o n t e s t  however c o n t in u e d  on both  

s i d e s ,  u n t i l  th e  g re y -b ea r d ed  Nawab had f a l l e n  w ith  f i v e  o f  h i s  s o n s ,
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a l l  dead; and h i s  son , Z u l f i^ a r  khan, w ith  two o t h e r s ,  wounded.

The f o r t  *nd th e  c i t y  were g iv e n  up t o  p lu n d er . The j e w e l s ,  t o 

g e th e r  w ith  o ther  w e a l th  b e lo n g in g  t o  t h e  Nawab, were c o n f i s c a t e d ,  

and s e v e r a l  hundred h o u se s  were g u l l e d  do//n. The s o l d i e r s ,  f lu s h e d  

•with v i c t o r y ,  p e r p e tr a te d  a l l  3 o r t s  o f  a t r o c i t i e s  on t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s .  

A c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount o f  b ooty  aras c o l l e c t e d .^ ^

When t h i s  news reached th e  M aharaja, he rode on th e  back o f  an 

e l i p h a n t  through  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s t r e e t s  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  show ering  

s i l v e r  wherever he e n t .  G reat r e j o i c i n g s  were made a t  Lahore and 

A m ritsar, both  o f  which were i l l u m in a t e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  n ig h t s .  Th&hk-

0 /  The Maharaja, a l th o u g h  he remained i t  th e  c a p i t a l ,  p la y ed  no
i n s i g n i f l e a n t  part  in  t h i s  cam paign. B e s id e s  c o n t r o l l i n g  th e  
u n c e a s in g  d e sp a tc h  c f  s u p p l i e s ,  he c o n t in u e d  sen d in g  i n s t r u c 
t i o n s  t o  th e  Mi3ar r e g a r d in g  t h e  cond uct o f  t h e  campaign. Some 
ox them show g r e a t  im a g in a t io n  and sound judgm ent. For exam ple, 
R a n j i t  r e p e a te d ly  em phasised th e  need f o r  s e l f - c o n t r o l  and c o o l  
c a l c u l a t i o n  on t h e  minds o f  h i s  o f f i c e r s  and men, who seemed to o  
f i e r y  and im petuous t o  carry  on a p r o tr a c te d  s i e g e  and wanted  
t o  make an end o f  i t  t j  a bo ld  a s s a u l t  on t h e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s .
The If h i r t j a ,  In  order t o  a v o id  t h e  r u in o u s  l o s s  o f  l i f e  i n 
vo lved  In  such a rash  a d v e n tu r e ,  w ished  t o  o f f e r  t h e  Nawab a  
chance t c  su rren d er  b e fo r e  he sh o u ld  be a c t u a l l y  com p elled  t o  
dc s c .  N e g o t ia t io n s  were s e v e r a l  t im e s  opened d u r in g  th e  
co u rse  c f  th e  s i e g e ,  s u b s t a n t i a l  J a g l r s  were prom ised , and a t  
one t im e  t h e  Nawab c f f e r c u  to  ya.j two Lakhs c f  ru p ees  a n n u a l ly .  
R a n j it  however would n e t  a c c e p t  a n y th in g  l e s s  th an  th e  su rr e n 
der o f  th e  f o r t .  N e g o t ia t io n s  were resumed s e v e r a l  t im e s ,  and 
i t  i s  a s s e r t e d  by Sohan L a i and M u fti A l i - u l - d i n  t h a t  t h e  Nawab 
would have su rren d ered  on R a n j i t * s  te r m s , but f o r  h i s  proud 
Pathan f o l l o w e r s  who opposed h i s  i n t e n t i o n s .  See T p a r ik h - i -  
R a n jit  S ingh ( f f . 4 0 0 - 4 0 5 ) ,  ana I b r a t  Nama ( f f . 2 4 7 -2 4 9 ) .
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o f f e r i n g s  were made t o  th e  s h r in e s  o f  v a r io u s  Hinau and 

Mohammedan s a i n t s , a s  w e l l  13 t o  th e  Golden Temple a t

A m ritsar . Some j e w e l s  were im m ed ia te ly  d esp a tch ed  to  

M ultan, t o  be d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  s o l d i e r s  f o r  g a l l a n t  

s e r v i c e ;  and Royal i n s t r u c t i o n s  were i s s u e d  t o  th e  o f f i 

c e r s  t o  p rev en t  them from m a l t r e a t in g  t h e  in h a b i t a n t s .

On peace  and order b e in g  r e - e s t a b l i s h e d ,  P r in c e  Kharak 

Singh made a s t a t e  e n tr y  i n t o  M ultan. R a n j it  S ingh r e 

warded h i s  o f f i c e r s  s u i t a b ly  on t h e i r  r e tu r n  t o  Lahore. 

M isar Dewan Chand was g iv e n  t h e  proud t i t l e  o f  Zafar-Janr. 

(conqu eror i n  w ar), a J a g ir  , and a robe o f  honour. The 

Maharaja r e c e iv e d  S a r fr a z  L h in , t h e  e l d e s t  son o f  Muzafar 

Khan, w ith  n o ta b le  c o u r t e s y .  The c i v i l  government o f  

t h e  conquered t e r r i t o r y ,  which com prised  rou gh ly  t h e  mod

ern d i s t r i c t s  o f  Multan and M uzafargarh, was e n tr u s te d  t o  

Sukh D ia l ;  ana m i l i t a r y  p o s t3  were e s t a b l i s h e d  a l l  over  

th e  p r o v in c e .  The la n d -r e v e n u e  was a l s o  s e t t l e d  by 

S p e c ia l l y  deputed  o f f i c i a l s .
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D. R a n jit  S ingh  and th e  C onquest o f  th e  Kashmir V a l le y .

Prom t h e  t im e  o f  Akbar t o  t h e  m id d le  o f  t h e  1 8 t h .c e n t u r y ,

Kashmir form ed one o f  t h e  p r o v in c e s  o f  t h e  llu g ^ o l Em pire, a d m in is

t e r e d  by Subedars (g o v e r n o r s ) ,  who p o s s e s s e d  very  w id e p ow ers. The 

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  c o n tr o l  o f  t h e  Emperor o v er  them  v a r ie d  a cco rd 

in g  t o  h i s  own power and a b i l i t y .  When t h e  Mughal power began t o  

weaken, a f t e r  th e  d ea th  o f  A urangzeb, t h e  g o v e r n o r s  o f  d i s t a n t  pro

v in c e s  became l e s s  s u b s e r v ie n t  t o  t h e i r  s o v e r e ig n . A fte r  t h e  in 

v a s io n  o f  N a d ir , t h e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f  Kashmir t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  

D e h li became vague and i n d e f i n i t e ;  and in  1750 t h e  A b d a ll 3 en t an 

e x p e d it io n  w hich o cc u p ie d  t h e  v a l l e y .  I t  rem ained under t h e  A fghans 

u n t i l  i t s  co n q u est by R a n j it  S ingh  in  1 3 1 9 . The a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  

th e  cou n try  was l e f t  t o  t h e  a r b it r a r y  d e c i s io n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r s , who, 

in  th e  a b sen ce  o f  in t e r f e r e n c e  from K abul, r e la p s e d  in t o  ty ra n n y  and 

m i3-govern m ent. T h is  became more pronounced in  t h e  t im e  o f  Zeman
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Shah, whoa* s o v e r e ig n ty  waa f o r  lo n g  n o t  f u l l y  r e c o g n i s e d ,  even i n  

A fg h a n i31 a n • In  1300 , Zemin Shall gave  p la c e  t o  M<*hmud on th e  

th r o n e  o f  Kabul; and t h e  l e t t e r  a n o i n t e d  b i l  own g o v ern o r  o f  Kash

m ir .  F iv e  y e a r s  l a t e r  how ever , Kashmir was r e tu r n e d  t o  Moham

med &iAn, who rem ained a t  i t s  head u n t i l  Mahmud a g a in  became supreme  

i n  A fg iil  i s t a n .  Iiahmud d ep u ted  F a teh  Lu»an B aru k za i t o  w rest  Kashmir 

from lA t l  Moh ua.ied L a in ,  t h e  nom inee o f  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r .  T h is  was 

| i n  1812 .j
At t h i s  t im e  t h e  d e s ig n s  o f  R a n j i t  S in gh  a g a i n s t  Kashmir were

x lso  m . t u r in g .  J.anwun and h i l l y  p r i n c i p a l i t i e s  so u th  o f  Kashmir
'

had a lr e a d y  been reduced  by t h e  r e p e a te d  en croach m en ts o f  h i s  depu

t i e s ;  jo th  ut t h e  pi m.i o f  R a n j it  uid t h e W a a ir  ( th e  m i n i s t e r i a l  

t i t ^ e  o f  F ateh  Khan) came in t o  c o n f l i c t .  The l e t t e r  in d eed  pro

posed, a j o i n t  e n t e r p r i s e ;  a n d ,a t  a m e e tin g  h e ld  n ear Jeh lam , R a n j it  

agreed  to  send t w e lv e  th ou san d  t r o o p s  under Dewan Mohkam Chand, on 

c o n d i t io n  o f  r e c e i v i n g  h i s  sh a re  one t h i r d  o f  t h e  p lu n d er o f  th e  

v a l l e y .  T heW a z l r « ho weir e r ,  had no i n t e n t i o n  o f  a l lo w in g  t  ik h s

i ■

■



t o  t a k e  v, *rt in  t h e  cam paign . lie m ere ly  in t e n d e d  t o  k te ,;  them on

h i 3 .slue d u r in g  t h e  e n t e r  r i s e .  At t h e  P ir ~ P a n j . i l  ra n g e , p r o g r e s s

w 4» ch eck ed  by a ht w y f a l l  o f  3 now; but F a teh  K i l n ,  t a k in g  uivan-

t  ige  o f  i t ,  erd> red h i s  h ..rdy A fghans t o  adv ance# A lthough  t h e

Dewan d id  n ot know o f  t h i s  movement, he managed t c  f e l l o w  i n  t h e i r

wake, uid came up in  t im e  f o r  t h e  s i e g e  o f  t h e  h i l l - f o r t s  o f  S h er-

jgarh and H a r i-p a rb a t*  However, a l th o u g h  t h e  S ikh  army on a c c o u n t  o f

ex p o su r e  and eah -u s t io n  c o u ld  n o t  a c c o m p lis h  much, k t a  Llohaiamed Khln

f l e d ,  a f t e r  a  mere show o f  r e s i s t a n c e ,  and t h e  f o r t s  and s t r o n g h o ld s

i n  th e  c ;u:*tt j  wttn uccu, l e d  by t h e tY a - ir  w ith o u t  much o o s i t i o n .

Kashmir was jub jugafced, P a tc h  Khan r e f u s e d  t o  ohare  t h e  b o o ty ,  and
(1 )

t h e  Dewan had t o  r e tu r n  emr ty -h a n d e d  t o  Lahore*

At t h e  end o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  R a n j i t  p lan n ed  a n o th e r  e x p e d i

t i o n  t o  se c u r e  Kashmir fo r  h i m s e l f .  He e s t a b l i s h e d  one b a s e  at 

3 i l . i k o t  .nd another at Ja-.wun f o r  t h e  d e s p a tc h  o f  n e c e s s a r y  m a t e r ia ls  

u> th e  h i l l s *  E la b o r a te  arran gem en ts  f o r  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  o f  l i g h t  

a r t i l l e r y  were a l s o  mu.de* The M aharaja h l X f t l f  he*ued  t h e  f o r c e

( 1 )  The Dewan however managed t o  c a p tu r e  Shah 3 h u ja -u l-M u lk , who 
d found r e f u s e  w ith  4Ata itoh , khan in  l&l . He b ro u g h t  

t h  "h t o  L d iore whet i n t d  f o r  some\tirae*



and w a s  a s s i s t e d  by s e v e r a l  o th e r  S ir d a r s  and h i l l - c h i e f t a i n s .  He 

f i r s t  reduced  T h a t t a  w i t sou t  much d i f f i c u l t y ,  but met w ith  a s t r o n g  

r e s i s t a n c e  s e a r  Bahram G ala  on t h e  P ir ~ ? a n j a l  r o u t e .  To a v o id  

n et -w ork  o f  r a v i n e s  and r a p i d l y  f l o w in g  s tr e a m s ,  i t  was d e c id e d  to  

push forw ard  a detachm ent  o f  about t h i r t y  th ou san d  men by a d i f f e r 

e n t  r o u t e ,  and they  a r r i v e d  . i t h i n  a small  d i s t a n c e  o f  S r in a g a r  w ith  

b a t t e r i e s  o f  camel a r t i l l e r y *  But t h e  heavy r a i n s  and snow checked  

f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  heal t o  b* stooped.,  and t h e  . la h a r i j a  

—  h a v in g  se cu red  t h e  newly conquered r .a s e s  . .nu s t o r e d  g r a in  t h e r e  -  

r e tu r n e d  t o  Lahore* . f t o r  an a b sen ce  o f  ab out two m onths.

The n ex t  e x p e d i t i o n  was u n d ertak en  in  t h e  m id d le  o f  1314 . A 

l a r g e  ray ; ,3 c o l l e c t e d  .t S i i l k o t .  In  t h e  month o f  June t h e  ex

p e d i t io n a r y  f o r c e  reached  U a ja u r i .  F o l lo w in g  t h e  t r e a c h e r o u s  ad

v i c e  c f  th e  c h i e f  o f  t h a t  p l a c e ,  R a n j i t  made t h e  i n i t i a l  m is ta k e  o f  

d i v i d i n g  h i s  f o r c e  in t o  two s e c t i o n s .  The main b ody, commanded by 

h im s e l f  i n  p e r s o n ,  was t o  pursue t h e  Punchh r o u te  by t h e  Tochu M&idan 

P a ss;  t h e  o th e r  d etach m en t, under Dewan Ram D ia l ,  was t o  p ro ceed  by



a  i G U I , v i a  3 u p in .  The 81 was t o  a c t  ft£ US

c o 1 uvan* I t  se cu red  th e  p a ssa g e  th ro u g h  Bahrain G a la , and , surm ount

in g  t h e  l o f t y  b a r r i e r  j f  t h e  P i r - P a n j a l ,  d ro v e  th e  Afghan f o r c e s  

from Mirpur and H a r ip u r . T h is  d as fo l lo w e d  by a f i e r c e  f i g h t  a t  

3 u p in , i n  ihLch th e  S ik h s ,  b e in g  outnum bered and h a v in g  l o s t  some o f  

t h e i r  o f f i c e r s ,  were co m p e lle d  t o  d i s p e r s e  in  d is o r d e r  by a f a l l  o f  

3no.?. They w ere shown l i t t l e  mercy e i t h e r  by th e  w ea th er  or by th e  

enemy, who hung on t h e i r  r e a r  and w rought havoc among th e  r e t i r i n g  

co lu m n s. 7/iti ru t p r o v i s i o n s  or r e in fo r c e m e n ts ,  Ulta D ia l s h e l t e r e d  

h i m s e l f  i n  a v i l l a g e  n ear S r in agar#

The m ain body o f  t r o o p s  under th e  M aharaja was a l s o  o b s tr u c te d  

by r a in  and s o w ;  and i t  was n o t t i l l  th e  end o f  June t h a t  he rea ch 

ed Punchh, which how ever he found  d e se r te d #  The tow n had a t  th e  

some t im e  been c o m p le te ly  s t r ip p e d  by th e  in h a b i t a n t s  o f  a l l  k in d s  

o f  s t o r e s  and p r o v is io n s *  E * n j it  pushed h ia  t r o o p s  on t o  M andi, and 

th e n c e  t o  To eh a M aidin ? a 3 a , where ha found  th e  h o s t i l e  f o r c e  under  

1  * .tr e n c h e d . R a n j it  a v o id ed  t a k in g  t h e



I o f f e n s i v e  , i n  t  h< i. e o f  a more f a v o u r a b le  o p p o r t u n i ty ;  b u t ,

I ht uring soon a f te r w a r d s  o f  t h e  c r i t i c a l ,  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  d etachm ent  

under Rasa D l i l ,  he 3ent a f o r c e  c f  f i v i  th o u sa n d  t o  i t s  help* No 

i so o n er  7as t  .I s  a n? than  lkzxsi  i£han beg *n t o  a t t a c k  t h e  lU h l i  aj ** .3 

f o r c e -  i\ u n j i t ,  r e a l i s i n g  t h e  f u t i l i t y  o f  d e f e n d in g  h i s  p o s i t i o n  

p i t h  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t r o o p s  and in a d e q u a te  s u p p l i e s ,  d e c id e d  u^on a

w ith d r a w a l.  He f e l l  b *ck on Mandi, and t h e n c e  —  by a d i s o r d e r l y
.

and d i s a s t r o u s  r t r e a t  in  w hich  t h e  in c le m en c y  o f  t h e  w eather wrought 

s t i l i  g r e a te r  havoc among th e  rank und f i l e  —  he reach ed  Punchh* 

Prom Punchh he r e tr a c e d  h i s  f o o t s t e p s  t o  Bhirnber, and from t h e r e  t o  

h i s  c a p i t a l  where he a rr iv ed  in  t h e  m id d le  o f  August^ ^

Kashmir was f i n a l l y  con quered  in  1813* R a n j i t  had by t h i s  

t im e  su b ju g a te d  t h e  C en tra l Punjab, d e s t r o y e d  t h e  Pathan power i n  

l iu l t a n ,  and had even  p e n e tr a te d  i n t o  t h e  t r a n s - I n d u s  land3* At 

t h i s  t im e  K % shmir was r u le d  by Jabar R ia n , on b e h a l f  o f  h i s  b r o th e r  

4 S h in  who hud l a t e l y  d e p a r te d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  h im s e lf  -t Peshawar* 

Another fa v o u r a b le  c ir c u m sta n c e  a r o s e  from  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  one B ir

( ) The advance s e c t i o n  under Ram D ia l  h -d a very t r y i n g  o r d e a l
ne .r S r in agar*  The r e l i e v i n g  f o r c e  d< ap atched  by R a n j i t  had 
f a i l e d  t o  move up t h e  Bahrim G a la , and t h e  Dewin , «.s l e f t  t o  
h i s  own r e so u r c e s*  However he d e fe n d e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  w ith  such  
r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Afghan g o v er n o r  a l lo w e d  him t o  r e t i r e  unmo
l e s t e d  t o  t h e  p la in s *



Dhar, t h e  i b ’e mi l a t e r  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f  K ashm ir, a t  t h e  S iki  

c o a r t ,  where he hod found r e fu g e  a f t e r  f a l l i n g  o u t  w ith  h i s  m aster*  

He su p l ie d ,  much u s e f u l  in fo r m a t io n  t o  t h e  M ah tr ij  h c o n c e r n in g  t h e  

s t r e n g t h  and u ia  c o i t i o n  o f  t h e  Afghan army, .nu t h e  v uriouu r o u t e s  

t o  K ...dinar* A l a r g e  e x p e d i t io n a r y  f o r c e  wan o r g a n is e d  and d iv id e d  

i n t o  t h r e e  s e c t io n s *  The advance s e c t i o n  was u t  under t h e  command 

o f  : in  <,r De i n  Ch m d, t h e  con q u eror  o f  Multan* The secon d  Jh.-t -ch- 

nent v3 p la c i  d under P r i  ic e  Kharok S in g h ,  w ith  o r d e r s  t o  su p p o rt  

f t h e  form er- R a n j i t  h im s e l f  commanded t h e  t h i r d ,  which formed th e  

r e s e r v e  a t  Wamirabld* The ad vance column s t a r t e d  from Bhimber i n  

May, an op portu ne se a so n  f o r  m oving t o  Kashm ir, and rea ch ed  R a ja n r i  

i n  a f t v  d a y s .  The Dewan c a r r i e d  w ith  him o n ly  l i g h t  m ountain  guns*  

At t h e  end o f  June he rea ch ed  Bahrain G ala  and s e c u r e d  t h e  p a s s a g e  t o  

| t h e  Plr-P&nj&l* The M isar th e n  d iv id e d  h i s  f o r c e  i n t o  t h r e e  a r t s ,

1 each  o f  w hich was t o  e n t e r  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  S r in a g a r  by a  d i f f e r e n t  

r o u te .  He h im s e l f  headed  t h e  one which marched o v e r  t h e  P ir - P a n j a l  

s t r a i g h t  i n t o  th e  v a l l e y *  The a t te m p te d  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  A fghans



Wi as overcom e w ith o u t  much l o s s  on e i t h e r  s i d e .  On t h e  1 0 th .  Ju ne ,  

t h e  e n t i r e  S ikh  f o r c e  —  some t w e lv e  th o u sa n d  s t r o n g  —  c o l l e c t e d  

t o g e t h e r  n ea r  SupIn# Jftbar Kfe&n v a s  a l s o  e n tr e n c h e d  t h e r e  a t  t h e  

Lhcad o f  f i v e  thousand men. The 3 ik h s  a t t a c k e d  him . The Afghans  

L t  f i r s t  d e fen d ed  th e m s e lv e s  h e r o i c a l l y ,  r e p u ls e d  t h e  in v a d e r s  ^nd 

Lcl t u r e i  two o f  t h e i r  gu ns. But t h e  l a t t e r  r e t r i e v e d  t a e i r  p o s i t i o n  

Lby a. rmined a t t a c k ,  a n i  t h e  kfgtjtStlS had t o  g i v e  way t o  s u p e r io r  

inumber3 ~nd d i s c i p l i n e .  They f l e d  i n  d i s o r d e r .  Both 3 id e s  l o s t> i

he ..v ily ,  but J >.h r Lbr»n h i  i s e l f  was anong t h e  wounded. The v a l l e y  

[was th u s  se cu red  by t h e  S ik h s ,  who made a  tr iu m p h an t e n tr y  i n t o  S r i -  

m-tgar* On entt r in g  th e  c i t y  t h e  s o l d i e r s  began t o  p lu n d er  but were 

e n e r g e t i c a l l y  stop p ed  by t h e  U is a r .  On h e a r in g  t h e  news o f  t h e  con

q u e s t ,  R a n j i t  S ingh  d ep u ted  P a ^ ir ^ A ^ I z - u l-d ln  t o  s tu d y  t h e  c l i m a t e  

o f  the v a l le y  and Henan D ev i D ias to  o r g a n i s e  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  r e v e 

n u es . He h im s e l f  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  v i c t o r y  a t  L ahore i n  h i s  u s u a l  

manner.

The c o n q u e s t  o f  Kashmir made an e x t e n s i v e  a d d i t i o n  t o  R a n j i t * 3
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Lingdom and in c r e a s e d  h i s  r e v e n u e s  c o n s id e r a b l y .  3 r ln a g a r ,  b e 3 id e 3  

J p o a sess in g  a f l o u r i s h i n g  shaw l-m aking  i n d u s t r y ,  was t h e  c e n t r e  o f  

k rad e  betw een  t h e  Panjab on t h e  one hand and Ladakhi Isk a rd o  and 

T i b e t  on t h e  o t h e r .  As r e g a r d s  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  r e s u l t s ,  t h e  c o n q u e s t  

removed t h e  l a 3 t  ve i t i g e  o f  Afghan power and i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  C is -  

In d u s  la n d 3 ,  th e r e b y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  S ikh kingdom.

The e x t e n s io n  o f  t h e  f r o n t i e r  l i n e  t o  t h e  n a tu r a l  l i m i t  i n  t h e  North*  

and t h e  r e d u c t io n  o f  many p e t t y  c h i e f s  who e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  h i l l y  f a s t 

n e s s e s  betw een  Bhiraber and S r in a g a r ,  h e lp e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  p e a c e  and 

t r a n q u i l l i t y  i n  R a n j i t 1s  d o m in io n s .

E. R a n j i t  S in gh  and t h e  t r a n s - I n d u 3  Lands.

The t r a n s - I n d u 3  la n d s ,  l i k e  t h e  p r o v in c e s  o f  M ultan  and Kashm ir, 

formed p a r t  o f  t h e  D u r r ln i  Empire i n  t h e  m id d le  o f  t h e  1 3 t h .c e n t u r y .  

A fte r  t h e  d ea th  o f  t h e  A b d i l i ,  Tairaur, 3 c o n t r o l  o v er  them became l e s 3



s e c u r e .  At t h e  l e t t e r fs  d e a th  i n  17S3, t h e  th r o n e  o f  Kabul became 

an o b j e c t  o f  r i v a l r y  b etw een  h i s  s o n s ,  whose m i l i t a r y  e n t e r p r i s e s  

and v a r ie d  f o r t u n e s  have a rom an tic  i n t e r e s t  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i a n .  But 

t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  e f f e c t  was t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  Umpire, and t h e  a s -

I sum ption  o f  in d ep en d en ce  by g o v e r n o r s  o f  t h e  o u t - l y i n g  p r o v in c e s .
'

I Among t h e  t r a n s - I n d u a  t r a c t s  w hich t h u s  r e p u d ia te d  t h e  Kabul over

l o r d s h ip  w ere th e  D era.jat and t h e  whole v a l l e y  o f  Pesi 5 r .  The 

form er was urtly  under t h e  Na.vabs o f  M ultan and B a h ~ < tip u r , and

p a r t ly  under p e t ty  Afghan c h i e f s  l i k e  Abdttl— S u w ia s l  StfcSxi and o t h e r s .

( 1 )The l a t t e r  had f a l l e n  i n t o  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  fo u r  Barukzaa. b r o t h e r s .

M eanwhile t h e  S ik h s  had a p p e ir e d  on t h e  s c e n e .  By 1310 R a iij i t  

had ex ten d ed  h i3  dom in ion s up t o  t h e  banka o f  t h e  I n d u s ,  and two  

If e a r s  l a t e r  he had a l l i e d  h i m s e l f  w ith  P atch  Khan, t h e  c h i e f  o f  t h e  

Barukza! b r o t h e r s ,  a g a in s t  t h e  g o v ern o r  o f  Kashm ir. That F a teh  

frhln f a i l e d  t o  f u l f i l  th e  t i t i o n s  o f  agreem en t w it h  E a n j l t ,  h as  

a lr e a d y  been  s t a t e d .  T h is  however p ro v id e d  e x c u s e  t o  t h e  S ikh  

r u le r  fo r  e n c r o a c h in g  upon o th e r  A fgk ln  t e r r i t o r y .  N e g o t i a t i o n s

(1 )  They Su 113Ln Mohammed Khan, 9 a r  ed Khan, P ir  Mohammed
Kiia.i, and Jahandau Khan.



Operu Ui r 1 p o c o i i te n te d  b i  , At I  Me? ed

k$a anda  ~ cession of Attcck, all important

s t r a t e g i c  f o r t r e s s  on th e  In d u s ,  w ith  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  t h e  S ikh  r u le r  

b ecu . »3 cd i t  i n  13? 3 .  P at eh KJ|te« so fter  s e v e r a l  f u t i l e  f € » o n s t r  ..riues, 

d e c id e d  t o  f i g h t  t h e  S ik h s .  He l a i d  s i e g e  t o  t h e  f o r t ,  but <* la r g e  

jforce under Dewan Uehk&vt Cl tent t o  r e l i e v e  i t .  The S ikh

: fo u g h t  a f i e r c e l y  c o n t e s t e d  b a t t l e  at a 4

a s  HaidTru. Both s id  s ' o r t  he a v i l y ,  but t h e  v i c t o r y  f i n a l l y  

r e s t e d  w ith  t h e  S ik h s .  T h is  was t h e  f i r s t  r e a l  v ic to r y  g a in e d  by 

t h e  S ik h s  - j v t  t h e  A fg i ln  j in  ,i p i t c h e d  b a t t l e ,  aid a s  such was 

c e l e b r a t e d  i t  t h e  c a p i t a l  v i t h  f e s t i v i t i e s ,  i l l u m i n a t i o n s  and s a l u t e s  

In  18 1 3 , t i l l i n g  id v a n ta g e  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  commotion i n  A fgh an i

s ta n  c o '\3 f 1 j ' at u. on t h e  i ir< r o f  ? d e l i  L i l i W -a .vr» t h e  S ikh  -r;uy 

auv need u >or* Pesh \w: r ,  .nd o v e r -r  in  t h e  c run t r y  as  f  r -a t h e  f o o t  

o f  th e  h i l l s .  The v il  2 ey was hv n | , r g iv e n  over  t o  J. .hand "Id J&on 

B lr u k z a l ,  on c o n d i t io n  o f  h i s  p a y in g  an an n u a l t r i b u t e  to t h e  S ik h  

r u l e r .  R a n j i t  made h i s  n e x t  a t t a c k  on t r a n a - ln d u s  la n d s  i n  1320



and 1821 , when, a f t e r  a few d e s u l t o r y  s k ir m is h e s  w ith  t h e  A fgh an s,  

he su cceed ed  in  a n n e x in g  t h e  D e r a ja t  t o  h i s  dom inions* T h is  con

q u e s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  r i g h t  bank o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  

p a r t  o f  t h e  In d u s .

In  1323  *Azim Khuny who had a c q u ir e d  power in  A fg h a n is ta n  a f t e r  

t h e  d e a th  o f  h i s  b r o th e r  F ateh  Shan, d eterm in ed  t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  Af

ghan supremacy o v er  Peshaw ar. He marched down to  t h e  Kabul r i v e r  

a t  th e  head o f  a l a r g e  army, accom panied by h i3  b r o th e r  D ost Moham

med Khan. A s tp a r  , t e  f o r c e  was r a i s e d  by Summand Kh&n from among 

t h e  Khatt,i.k and t h e  U s a f z a i  t r ib e s m e n ,  which en tren ch ed  i t s e l f  on 

t h e  l e f t  bank o f  t h e  Kabul r i v e r .  R a n j i t  S ingh  w ith  t h e  c h o i c e s t  

p o r t io n  o f  h i s  army c r o s s e d  t h e  In d u s  and t h e  Kabul r i v e r ,  and march

ed up t o  i t s  l e f t  bank; w h i le  P r in c e  Kharak S ingh  was s e n t  w ith  an

o th e r  d e ta c h  ient a lo n g  t h e  r i g h t  bank, t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  j u n c t io n  o f  

t h e  two s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  enemy. B e fo r e  AAzim c o u ld  j o i n  t h e  f o r c e  

under Summand Khan, t h e  l a t t e r  was a t ta c k e d  by R a n j i t  a t  a p la c e  

c a l l e d  Nowshahra. The Afghans fo u g h t  w ith  g r e a t  v a lo u r ,  and wrought
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»uch h vac th e  3 ik h s ,  t h a t  t h e  1 t l a  r be*. an t o  w , v k. r to^  ,rd3

t h e  t nd o f  t h e  b a t t l e *  For a  t im e  t h e  i s 3 u e  «raa u n c e r t a in ;  but

t h e  r u le r  o f  t h e  3 ik h s ,  a larm ed by t h e  g ro w in g  u n s t e a d in e s s  o f  h i  a

t r o o p s ,  ca u g h t  h o ld  o f  a r e l i g i o u s  s ta n d a rd  *nd ru sh ed  i n t o  t h e

t h i c k  o f  t h e  b a t t l e .  The S ik h s  were 30 moved by h i s  a c t i o n  t h a t

the,, made a d e sp e r  t e  a t t a c k  which d ro v e  back t h e  enemy. The A f-

r» le a v in g  b eh in d  th e ir*  dead , wound-

, ed — whoae nu ber i a  s a id  t o  have run i n t o  t a o u s a n d s .  lAzim (h a n

ind Do i t  Iloh.uaned j£ban, n e i t h e r  o f  whom h .d been r e  en t  a t  t h e

b a t t l e ,  f l t d  to  K abul. The S ik h s  a l s o  l o s t  h e a v i l y ,  i n c lu d in g  t h e

o^d uid g a l l a n t  P h o o la  S in gh  A k a l i ,  who was k i l l e d .  The Sikh r u l e r

adv .need t o  Peshawar uid e n te r e d  t h e  c i t y ,  but d e l i v e r e d  i t  a g a in  t o

( 1 )t h e  fo u r  B a ru k za i b r o t h e r s ,  who ack now ledged  h i s  o v e r lo r d s h ip  and 

prom ised  t o  pay him an an nu al t r i b u t e .  He h i m s e l f  r e t i r e d  t o  

L ahore.

About t n i s  t im e ,  one made h i s  A ppearance in  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  Pesh

awar, -whose s h o r t  b ut a d v e n tu r o u s  c a r e e r  w e l l  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  r e a d i -

( l )  T h ese  b r o t h e r s  a r e  opposed  t o  ^Aziin Khan and h o i  r e fu s e d  t o  h e lp
him in  t h e  cam paign.
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n e s s  w ith  which t h e  ig n o r a n t  m a sse s  i n  I n d i a  i n v e s t  men o f  e x t r a 

o r d in a r y  r e l i g i o u s  z e a l  w ith  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  superhuman power. The 

name o f  t h i s  man was Syeu. Ahmed Shah. T r a v e l l i n g  i n  1824 from  

B a r e i l l y ,  h i s  o r i g i n a l  p la c e  o f  r e s i d e n c e ,  he reach ed  t h e  U s a f z a l  

c o u n tr y ,  and c la im e d  t h e  d i v i n e  m is s io n  o f  w aging a war o f  .e x t ir 

p a t io n  a g a in s t  t h e  i n f i d e l  S ik h s .  He soon  g a th e r e d  under h i s  s ta n 

dard a i a rg e  arm^d f o l l o w i n g  from among t h e  m ost f a n a t i c a l  s e c t i o n

o f  th e  p o p u la t io n ;  anu even  t h e  fo u r  B“ r u k z a i  S ir d a r s  threw  in  t h e i r  

l o t  w ith  him. With t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  l a y i n g  s i e g e  t o  t h e  f o r t  o f  

A tto c k ,  t h e  Syed inarched i n  1827 t o  Nowshahra; but he found t h e  

S ik h s  f u l l y  p rep a re d . R a n j i t  had a lr e a d y  s e n t  H ari S ingh  Nalvsra 

w ith  tw e n ty  th o u sa n d  t r o o p s  t o  a w a it  him on t h e  I n d u s .  He now s e n t  

an o th er  f o r c e ,  under Budh S ingh  S in d h a n w a lia ,  t o  c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  o.nd 

m eet th e  Syed . The o p p o s in g  a rm ie s  met a t  S a id u . At f i r s t  t h e

Syed su cc eed ed  i n  su rr o u n d in g  and h a r a s s in g  t h e  S ikh  f o r c e ,  b u t Budh

Singh  r e s o lv e d  t o  d e c id e  t h e  day by a b o ld  f i g h t .  A sa n g u in a ry  

b a t t l e  to o k  p la c e ,  in  w hich t h e  A fghans s u f f e r e d  a g r e a t  s l a u g h t e r .



I n  t h e  ro u t  which f o l l o w e d ,  t h e i r  c r i e s  f o r  q u a r te r  /e r e  unheeded by 

t h e  e c i t e d  S ik h s ,  who m e r c i l e s s l y  put hundreds o f  them t o  t h e  sword, 

he Syed h i n s e l f  f l e d  t o  S t t r l t .

S h o r t ly  a f te r w a r d s  t h e  Syed r e tu r n e d  t o  t h e  U s a f z a i  cou n try  and 

o n ce  a g a in  su c c ee d ed  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  h i m s e l f  *nd c o l l e c t i n g  t i t h e s  

frojn t h e  i n h a b i t a n t  a* I n  1328 he a t ta c k e d  ^ a r  Mohammed Khan, and,
it
[h a v in g  k i l l e d  t h e  S ir d a r  and ro u ted  h i s  f o l l o w e r s ,  co m p e lle d  t h e

e t h e r  t h r e e  B a ru k za i3  t o  t e n d e r  s u b m is s io n .  However t h e  3 y ed * s

i n f l u e n c e  d id  n o t l a s t  lo n g .  He grew u n p o p u la r , c h i e f l y  owing t o

h i s  s t r i c t  d i s c i p l i n e ,  perem ptory way3, and above a l l  h i s  c o n s t a n t

i n t e r f e r e n c e  w ith  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  cu stom s o f  t h e  p e o p le .  A p l o t

[was c o n s e q u e n t ly  h a tc h e d  by h i3  l i e u t e n a n t s ,  w hich  r e s u l t e d  i n  a

e n e r a l  m assacre  o f  h i s  s o l d i e r s .  He a g a in  h^d t o  f l e e  f o r  h i s

l i f e .  In  1830 he was en co u n te re d  by P r in c e  Sher S ingh  on h i s  way

back from Kashmir; a b a t t l e  was f o u g h t  i t  B alakQ t, i n  which b o th

s i d e 3  l o s t  h e a v i l y ,  and t h e  3yed was among t h e  k i l l e d .  Thu3 ended

( 1 )he Career o f  t h i s  d a r in g  a d v e n tu r e r .

( 1 )  For f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s ,  3 ee  t h e  s e c r e t  c o r r e sp o n d e n c e  w hich  to o k  
p la c e  betw een  Capt.Wade xnd Dr.M urray, -nu b etw een  t h e  P r e s i 
d en t  a t  D e h l i  and t h e  G o v e rn o r -G en er a l.

B en g a l P o l i t i c a l  C o n s u l t a t i o n s ,  Range 1 2 5 , v o l s . l G , 1 8 ,1 9 ,
20 ft 2 1 . ( I n d ia  O f f i c e  MSS.*)

necrtJo,



S in c e  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  Nowshahra i n  1 8 2 3 , t h e  e n t i r e  v a l l e y  o f  

Pe3hawar had l a i n  a t  t h e  mercy o f  t h e  S ik h s ,  b a t  no r e g u la r  occu na

t i o n  had b een  a t te m p te d . S u b je c t  t o  t h e  payment o f  an annual t r i 

b u t e ,  t h e  a d m in i s t r a t io n  had remained i n  t h e  hanuu o f  t h e  Barukza.i 

S ir d a r s ;  w h i le  R a n j i t  had c o n te n te d  h i m s e l f  w ith  se n d in g  \n  ^rmy 

o c c a s i o n a l l y  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  t r i b u t e  and keep  up t h e  t e r r o r  o f  h i s  

name among t h e  in h a b i t a n t s *  Ke v i s i t e d  Peshawar on ce  d u r in g  t h e  

i n t e r v a l  betw een  t h e  S y ed ’ s f l i g h t  and r e tu r n ,  and p u n ish ed  t h e  

B aruk zai b r o t h e r s  f o r  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  d u r in g  t h e  l i s t  campaign by 

d o u b lin g  t h e  t r i b u t e ,  d e s t r o y in g  t h e i r  s t a t e l y  r e s id e n c e  a t  t h e  B ^la  

Iii33~.r, and t a k in g  t h e  son o f  Jf'ar Ho hammed Khan a s  a h o s t a g e .  A 

rough e s t im a t e  o f  t h e  r e v e n u e s  t o  be p a id  by t h e  more o r d e r ly  o f  t h e  

tr ib e sm e n  was p rep a re d , and t h e  o c c u p a t io n  o f  K ohat, Hangu, and s e v e 

ra l  o th e r  p la c e s  o f  im p o r ta n ce  was e f f e c t e d .  A f te r  l e a v i n g  Sirdclr  

H ari S ingh Nalwa i n  ch a rg e  o f  t h e  army o f  t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  R a n j it  r e 

t i r e d  t o  L ah ore . The army o f  t h e  In d u s  c o n s i s t e d  o r d i n a r i l y  o f  

about t w e lv e  th ou san d  men; and i t  o f t e n  h.ol t o  be employed t o  r a id



t h e  d i f f e r t  n t p . r t s  o f  t h e  v a l l e y  i n  o rd er  t o  g e t  i n  t h e  reven ues*

The a c t u a l  A nnexation  o f  t h e  v a l l e y  was e f f e c t e d  i n  1 3 3 4 , r/ken 

t h e  Baruk&ai b r o t h e r s  t h e m s e lv e s  began t o  p~ot v i th  t h e  3 ik h 3  a g a in s t  

D o st  Iloh v mied Khan, who had r o c l  aimed h i m s e l f  t h e  Amir o f  Kabul* As 

a r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  i n t r i g u e s , H ari S in g h  Nalwa c r o s s e d  t h e  In d u s and 

e s t a b l i s h e d  h im s e l f  a t  Chamkauri. The 3 i r d l r 3  however gtew s u s -
i

i c i o u s  o f  h i s  d e s ig n s  and f l e d  t o  Shabkadar, t h u s  l e a v i n g  i ia r i  S ingh  

in  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  P eoh taar*  I n  1835 D o st  Mohammed a r r iv e d  i n  t h e  

t b a i b a r ,  /on over  t h e  A fr id I  M alik a  t o  h i s  c a u s e ,  and e s t a b l i s h e d

h i s  camp a t  Sherkhan. Soon JTter, R a n j i t  a r r iv e d  t h e r e ,  and d i s 

posed  h i s  f o r c e  o f  about 4Q,0G0 men i n  such  a manner a s  t o  t h r e a t e n  

t o  cu t  o f f  t h e  r e t r e a t  o f  t h e  Afghan camp, l e a v i n g  th e n  no o p t io n

but to  f i g h t  or f l y  a t  o n c e .  M i s t r u s t i n g  r e l a t i v e s  uid r e p o s in g  no

c o n f id e n c e  i n  h i s  t r o o p s ,  D o st  Mohammed d e c id e d  on t h e  l a t t e r  c o u r s e ,  

tnd r e t r a c e d  h i3  f o o t s t e p s  t o  Kabul i n  a p r e c i p i t a t e  r e t r e a t *  Thus, 

once Again, t h e  /a n t  o f  u n ity  among t h e  Afghans and t h e i r  m utual d i s 

t r u s t  s p o i l  ed wh &>% l i t t l e  ch ance th ey  had o f  r e s i s t i n g  t h e  S ikh  power*



In  1335 and 1330 Hari S in gh  reiaained  busy i n  b u i l d i n g  a new

f o r t r e s s  on t h e  aite- o f  t h e  B a la  H i3 s a r  and p o s t i n g  g a r r i s o n s  a t

d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  c o u n tr y .  At t h e  end o f  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r ,  he

o c c u p ie d  t h e  f o r t  o f  Jamrud, s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  very  mouth o f  t h e  £juai-

b ar  Pa33. The p o s i t i o n  in d e e d  wa3 o f  l i t t l e  u se  f o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e

t r i b e s  o f  t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  f o r  p a r t i e s  from t h e  h i t  I s  c o u ld  s t i l l  e n t e r

t h e  p l a i n s  w ith o u t  o b s t r u c t i o n ;  and t h e  h o l lo w s  and r a v in e s  i n  t h e

n eigh bourhood  a f fo r d e d  good s h e l t e r  f o r  bands o f  d a c o i t s .  S t i l l

; t h e  p o s i t i o n  was regard ed  a s  one o f  c o n s id e r a b l e  s t r e n g t h ,  and i t s

! o c c u p a t io n  was lo o k ed  a on by t h e  Amir a s  t h r e a t e n i n g  a  f u r t h e r  ad-

t vance to w a rd s  A fg h a n is ta n .  h e  t h e r e f o r e  d e sp a tc h e d  an army under

| h i s  t;;o so n s  a g a in s t  t h e  Nalwa S ir d a r .  The Afghan f o r c e  a r r iv e d
%

n ear  Jamrud i n  1337 and began t o  bombard t h e  p la c e .  A ccou n ts  o f  

t h e  b a t t l e  t h a t  en su ed  a r e  c o n f l i c t i n g ,  and t h e  v i c t o r y  h a s  been  

c la im ed  f o r  b o th  p a r t i e s .  The f a c t  seem s t o  have been  t h a t  t h e  Af

ghan *.rtn l e r y  l a i d  t h e  w a l l s  i n  r u in s  and t h e  i e r s  i « r i  at  

t o  commence an a s s a u l t ,  when H ari S in g h ,  who hod h e ld  back t i l l  t h e



enemy -dv&noed, f e l l  upon them w ith  h i s  wonted v ig o u r ,  broke t h e i r  

rank3 , nd c  p tured  f o u r t e e n  g u n s .  As t h e  A fghans began t o  u i a -

,e r s e ,  a  3m all p a r ty  under A fga l s t i l l  c lu n g  t o  i t s  p o s i t i o n .

The S ik h s ,  t o o  soon  presum ing upon t h e i r  v i c t o r y ,  p r e s s e d  on i n  

t h e i r  p u r s u i t ,  w ith o u t  m a in ta in in g  much o r d e r .  Then Sham s-ul-uXn  

taj | m  o f  t h e  Am ir. a d v a n c in g  w ith  a n o th er  p a r t y , charged

down upon t h e  s c a t t e r e d  S ikh  m a sses  and d rove  them b a c k ; and Moham

med Akbar ILkan, coining up w ith  some more t r o o p s ,  r e ca p tu r e d  some o f  

t h e i r  g u n s . At t h i s  c r i t i c a l  j u n c tu r e  t h e  S ik h s  l o 3 t  h e a r t  a t  s e e 

i n g  th e  f a l l  o f  t h e i r  i n t r e p i d  g e n e r a l ,  H ari S in g h ,  who was s h o t  

f w h i le  c h a r g in g  round upon t h e  r i g h t .  The S ik h s  w ithdrew  a l i t t l e  

j.nd e n tr e n c h e d  t h e m s e lv e s  under t h e  f o r t .  E le v en  o u t  o f  t h e  l o s t  

f o u r t e e n  guns were r e c a p tu r e d  by t h e  A fgh an s, who a l s o  took  t h r e e  

o t h e r s  b e lo n g in g  t o  t h e  S ik h s .  Each p ^.rty t h e r e f o r e  r e t a in e d  an 

eq u a l number o f  t r o p h i e s ;  but t h e  b a t t l e  can s c  arcely  be s a d  t o  

h*.ve been  in c o m p le t e ,  f o r  t h e  S ik h s  h e ld  t h e i r  ground, *na when 

t h e i r  r e in fo r c e m e n t s  Appeared t h e  A fghans r e t i r e d  p r e c i p i t a t e l y  to
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K abul. Even i f  t h e  v i c t o r y  had been  more c o m p le te ,  i t  would have  

been  d e a r ly  p urchased  by t h e  S ik h s  w ith  t h e  l o s s  o f  so b ra v e  a war

r i o r  a s  H ari S ingh  Nalwa, who d ie d  t h e  same n i g h t .  H ari S ingh  was 

su cc eed ed  by Tej|^ S in g h , who however was 3h">f*tly r e l i e v e d  by G enera l  

A v i t a b i l e .  T h is  o f f i c e r  r e t a in e d  t h e  ch arge  o f  t h e  p r o v in c e  t i l l  

a f t e r  t h e  d ea th  o f  t h e  S ikh  r u l e r .

P. R e t r o s p e c t .

Prom t h e  way i n  which t h e  p r i n c i p a l  w r i t e r s  have t r a c e d  t h e  ex

p an sion  o f  R a n j it  S in g h ’ s a u t h o r i t y  o v er  t h e  Panjab , i t  would appear  

t h a t  i t  was t h e  outcom e, n o t  o f  s y s t e m a t ic  d e s ig n  or p o l i c y ,  b ut o f  

i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  and haphazard en cro a ch m en ts . T h is  i n  r e a l i t y  was 

n o t  t h e  c a s e .  R a n j i t f s c a r e e r  i n  f a c t  i s  d i v i s i b l e  in t o  t h r e e  w e l l -  

marked p e r i o d s ,  i n  each  o f  which he a c h ie v e d  d e f i n i t e  r e s u l t s .  The 

f i r s t  may b e  ta k e n  from 17SS t o  18 0 9 . In  t h i s  p e r io d  t h e  P r in c e



- 5 1 -

e s t a b l i s h e d  h im s e l f  in  t h e  C e n tr a l  P anjab , t o  which o b j e c t  h i s  

e f f o r t s  were m ain ly  d i r e c t e d .  H is  p e n e t r a t io n  i n t o  t e r r i t o r i e s

l y i n g  e i t h e r  beyond t h e  Jehlam  or t h e  S a t lu j  was governed  by m o t iv e s  

o f  e x t o r t i n g  t r i b u t e s  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  o v e r lo r d s h ip ,  r a th e r  th a n  by 

a d e s i r e  f o r  im m ediate  a n n e x a t io n s .  By t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  a d e l i b e r 

a t e l y  a g g r e s s i v e  p o l i c y ,  he sou gh t t o  com pel h i s  n e ig h b o u r s  t o  lo o k  

f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  and g u id a n ce  t o  h i m s e l f ,  r a th e r  th a n  t o  any o th e r  

power beyond e i t h e r  t h e  Jamna or t h e  I n d u s .  How t h i s  o b j e c t  was 

d e f e a t e d  by th e  a c t io n  o f  t h e  E n g l is h  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  C i s - S a t l u j  

S t a t e s  w i l l  be shown in  a su b seq u en t  c h a p te r .  I n  t h e  o th e r  d i r e c 

t i o n  however i t  was em in en tly  s u c c e s s f u l .  The secon d  p e r io d ,  which  

may be f i x e d  b etw een  1809 and 18 2 2 , R a n j i t  im proved upon h i s  form er  

p o l i c y  o f  p e n e t r a t io n ,  and brou ght i t  t o  i t s  n a tu r a l  c o n c lu s io n  by 

a c t u a l l y  in c o r p o r a t in g  i n t o  h i s  kingdom m ost o f  t h o s e  la n d s  which he 

had a t  f i r s t  h a r r ie d  by f i r e  and sword. A gain , a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  

f i r s t  p e r io d ,  t h e  e a s t e r n  f r o n t i e r  o f  t h e  S ikh kingdom was e s t a b l i s h 

ed on t h e  S a t l u j ;  in  t h e  second  p e r io d ,  t h e  b ord er  l i n e  was ex



te n d e d  t o  i t s  g e o g r a p h ic a l  l i m i t s  i n  o th e r  d i r e c t i o n s  by t h e  con

q u e s t s  o f  M ultan and Kashm ir. T h us, i n  making a co m p a ra tiv e  stud y  

o f  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  two p e r i o d s ,  a l o g i c a l  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  t h e  t a s k  

t o  viiich R a n j i t  S in gh  had 3 c t  h i m s e l f  a f t e r  t h e  o c c u p a t io n  o f  Lahore  

i s  e v i d e n t .  T h is  t a s k  was n o th in g  l e s s  th a n  t h e  a ch iev em en t o f  un

d i s p u t e d  m aatery o v er  t h e  P an jab .

B u t, u n t i l  th e  t h ir d  p e r io d  —  which opened i n  1824 and ended  

w ith  R a n j i t f s  d ea th  i n  1339 —  t h e  M aharaja had n o t  g a in e d  c o n t r o l  

o f  th e  p r in c ip a l  avenue by which t h e  Panjab had e v e r  been  a t t a c k e d .  

T h is  was now a cc o m p lish e d  by t h e  a n n e x a t io n  o f  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  Pesha

w ar. The c i t y  had a lr e a d y  been  sa ck ed  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  and t r i b u t e

r e p e a te d ly  e x a c te d  from i t s  g o v e r n o r s ;  but f o r  one re a so n  or t h e

o t h e r  i t s  a c t u a l  in c o r p o r a t io n  i n t o  t h e  S ikh  kingdom was p o stp o n ed  

u n t i l  t h e  y e a r  1 8 3 4 . W ith in  t h e  n e x t  two y e a r 3, an advanced p o s t  

w as e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  o c c u p a t io n  o f  Jamrud.

Apart from t h e  a n n e x a t io n  o f  Peshaw ar, t h e  o n ly  e v e n t  o f  m i l i 

t a r y  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  p e r io d  wa3 t h e  s u p p r e s s io n  o f  Syed Ahmed.



Much t im e  was o t h e r w is e  s p e n t  i n  m i l i t a r y  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r g a n i

s a t i o n .  A d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  m easu res  w hich were i n t r o 

duced  i n t o  t h e  v a r io u s  d ep a r tm e n ts  o f  s t a t e  w i l l  be a tte m p te d  in  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  c h a p te r s*  I t  may however be remarked t h a t  t h e  work o f  r e 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  was a  n e c e s s a r y  s e q u e l  t o  t h a t  o f  co n q u e s t  w hich was now 

com pleted *

To sum up: R a n j it  S in g h , w ith in  f o r t y  y e a r s ,  r a i s e d  h im s e l f

from a p e t t y  S ir d a r  t o  th e  r u l e r s h i p  o f  an e x t e n s i v e  kingdom. He 

broke t h e  o p p o s i t io n  o f  a hundred c h i e f t a i n s .  Not on ly  d id  he d e s 

t r o y  th e  M is la  s i t u a t e d  in  t r a n a - S a t l u j  la n d s ,  b u t he a l s o  removed 

ev ery  v e s t i g e  o f  a l i e n  i n f l u e n c e  from w i t h in  t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  t h e  Pan

j a b .  H is  kingdom now ex te n d e d  frcra t h e  h i g h e s t  c h a in s  o f  t h e  Hima

la y a s  on t h e  n o rth  to  t h e  d e s e r t s  o f  S indh on t h e  s o u th .  The S a t lu j  

marked t h e  e a s te r n  l i m i t  o f  h i s  p o s s e s s io n ^ ;^  w h i le  on t h e  w est  h e  

had se cu red  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  m ost im p o r ta n t  p 03 t beyond t h e  In d u s .  

The l a t t e r  f a c t  i s  a l l  t h e  more s i g n i f i c a n t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  r u le r  o f  t h e  

S ik h s  was t h e  f i r s t  monarch a f t e r  Anangpal who n o t  o n ly  ch ecked  t h e

a*
( 1 )  R a n j i t  a l s o  p o s s e s s e d  f o r t y - f i v e  Tjfaluqas_ in  t h e  C i s - S a t l u j  

t e r r i t o r y .



r e c u r r in g  stream  c f  i n v a s i o n s  w hich d u r in g  e i g h t  hundred y e a r s  had 

t,oured  i n t o  th e  Panjab from t h e  n o r t h -w e s te r n  c o r n e r ,  but a l s o  sub

dued and g o v ern e d  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h a t  l o c a l i t y .  Thus he b rou gh t  

t h e  s c a t t e r e d  ^ e o p le  o f  t h e  Panjab under a  u n iform  and c o n s i s t e n t  

sy stem  o f  governm ent; and th e r e b y  e v o lv e d  a young and v ig o r o u s  

! n a t io n *  H ere in  l i e s  t h e  r e a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  i f  t h i s  be a t  a l l
i
| n e c e s s a r y ,  f o r  t h a t  p o l i c y  o f  " b lood  and i r o n ” which R a n j i t  S ingh

employed t o  a c h i e v e  h i s  end .
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C H A P T E E I I .

R e la t io n s  o f  R a n j it  S ingh  * i t h  h ia  IS iigh b cu rs.

The s t o r y  c f  t h e  r i s e  and ex p a n s io n  c f  t h e  S ikh  kin, docs, 

r e la t e d  in  th e  ^ reced ing  c h a p te r  > l a r g e l y  c o v e r  n R a n j i t  S ingh * 3 r e 

l a t i o n s  w ith  h i s  neigh bou rs*  T i l ls  i s  owing t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  

S ik h  r u le r  was t h e  c r e a t o r  o f  h i 3 own dom inion; ana th e  ^ r e c e s s  by 

which he a cq u ire d  i t  d eterm in ed  h i s  a t t i t u d e  to?s ,ru3 o th er  c h ie f  s .

In  th e  p r e s e n t  c h a p te r  however I  in te n d  t o  t r a c e  t h e  o r i g in  uia d c -

v e l o ^ e n t  o f  R a n j i t *3 c o n n e c t io n s  w ith  t h e  two powers which lay  on

t h e  w e ster n  and e a s t e r n  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  h i s  kingdom, via* A fg h a n is ta n  

and th e  E a st  I n d ia  Cora^ny* Such a  study i s  nee< saary  f o r  t h e  f o l 

lo w in g  r e a s o n s ;  ( 1 )  i t  r e v e a l s  t o  us f a c t o r s  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  growth  

o f  t h e  S ikh  kingdom u*> t o  1339; ( 2 )  i t  e n a b le s  us t o  gr&a** scare o f

t h e  fundam ental c a u s e s  which l e d  t o  i t s  u l t im a t e  d o w n fa l l ;  .and ( 3 )

i t  e l u c i d a t e s  s e v e r a l  re i n t a  c o n c e r n in g  R a n j i t  S in g h ’ s  c h a r a c te r  and 

i c y  *



A. n a n j i t  S ingh  >;nu A fg h a n is ta n .

In  "the f i r s t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  ^ re ce d in g  c h a p te r ,  I  uave e x p la in e d  

t h e  ca u se *  which - r e e ’udea th e  e a t  ,,,t 1, i  ahaearfc o f  a  Bar rani, Empire i n  

t h e  Panjab anuer l im e d  3hah. A f te r  h id  d ea th  i n  1773 , t h e  Panjab

- 3 | Beyond th e  In d u s , th e  p r e c a r io u s  u v cr-  

lord& hip  o f  t h e  DaiVTv i s  was c o n f in e d  t o  Multan and Kashmir. even  

o f  t u e s e  two p r o v in c e s ,  th e  form er hau been o v er -r u n  by th e  B hangis  

in  Ahmed 3 a a h 4 s  own . i f  e-'t.uu©. Aumeu Shah was su cceeu ed  on t h e  

th r o n e  by h i s  so n , Taimur, who r u le d  A fg h a n is ta n  fo r  th e  n e x t  twenty  

y e a r s .  But Talraur’3 h o ld  cn h i s  n a t iv e  country  wa3 n e t  so e f f e c t i v e  

a s  t h a t  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ,  and i t  took  him s e v e r a l  y e a r s  to  redu ce  h i s  

r e l a t i v e s  t o  s u b j e c t i o n .  He- th e n  tu rn ed  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  h i s  pos

s e s s i o n s  beyond t h e  In d u s ,  put down a r e b e l l i o n  i n  S in d h , urove out  

th e  B h an gis  from l lu I ta n , *nd even in  1779 g a th e r e d  t o g e t h e r  a c u n -  

s i d e r a b l e  f o r c e  a t  Peshaw ar, w ith  a view t o  r e - a s s e r t i n g  h i s  a u th o r

i t y  over t h e  w hole ol" t h e  Panjab . But t h e  l a t t e r  p r o j e c t  d id  not



m a t e r i a l i s e . lie f e l t  h im s e l f  t o o  in s e c u r e  t o  c r o s s  swords w ith

t h e  o ik h s .  Thus t h e  M is l s  were l e f t  t o  tn e m o e lv e s ,  t o  o r g a n is e

each  i t s  own power i n  ord er  t o  f i g h t  w ith  t h e  r e s t ,  th ereb y  op en in g

t h e  way f o r  t h e  r i s e  o f  a monarchy. Taimur d ie d  i n  1793 , 3c a v in g

beh ind  t h e  f o l lo w in g  seven  s e n s :  Himayon Shah, Uahnud Slflhi 1 Fenian

" ‘ Abas, Shah 3 h u j a - u l - l lu lk , flh&h Pur, and P e r o z - u l -

d l n .  Of t h e s e  b r o t h e r s ,  t h r e e  a r e  c o n n ec ted  w ith  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f

t h e  Pan j a b .  Th^y wore Shah Zejaun, Shah M&hsxud, ana Shah S h u ja -u l -

Mulk. The f i r s t  su cceed ed  t o  h i s  f a t h e r ’ s  th r o n e ,  and was t h e

f i i  FgjyUa mas eh w ith  whoa E a a j i t  S ingh  coxae i n t o  c o n t a c t  uur-
( 3 )

l u g  h i s  I auSt in v a s io n  o f  Indi-* i n  1 7 2 3 .'  But Shah Zeman l o s t  h i s  

th r o n e  soon  a f t W  h i s  r e tu r n  t o  Kabul. Then began a s e r i e s  o f  in 

t e r n a l  d i s s e n s i o n s  ana c i v i l  w a a i n  A fg h a n is ta n .  H a lf  a dozen  

r e v o l u t i o n s  to o k  p la c e  w ith in  a s i n g l e  d ecad e; and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h a t  unhappy co u n try  s h i f t e d  from one t o  a n o th er  among 

Tair'utr’ s  so n s .  I t  i a  n e e d l e s s  f o r  our p u rpose  to  go in t o  th e  ue~

( 1 )  Alao known a s  Shah UahmSd.

( 2 )  A lso  known a s  3k ih  Zeman.

( 3 )  The c o n n e c t io n  betw een  t h e  two p r in c e 3 ,  and t h e  c ircu rn sta n ce3
le a d in g  t h e r e t o ,  have been d e -crv b ed  i n  t h e  ^ re ce d in g  c h a p te r .



(1 )
;; o f  th e  e v e n t  a a t  KSbttl. T h e ir  g en era l e f f e c t  htnrevor, b o th

ifg&anist&n fc ivi th e  Pan j a b ,  may b s  n o ted .  As a re su lt ,  o f  th e  -e

Soon a f t e r  h i s  r e tu r n  Shah S e s ln  was d e t h r o n e  aod b l in d e d  b |  
3h*ih Mahmud, who in  tu r n  dt ^ osea  by Shah Shuj4!  in  1803 .
Shah Shuj a t a l e a  an t 11 1 3 0 9 , and sp e n t  m ost o f  h i s  t i n e  in  

c o u n t e r a c t in g  th e  i n t r i g u e s  o f  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r .  When E lp h in -  
s to n e  v i i i t e d  Kabul, Sh£h Shuj I . s t i l l  on t h e  th r o n e ,  bat he 
l o s t  i t  scon a f te r w a r d s  t o  Shah Mahmud* 3hak Shu.fa f l e d  t o  
t h e  Panjab , ana in te r v ie w e d  Eon j i t  Singh at 3ahi«~L in  1810 .
The Sfcftfel «aS e n t e r t a i n i n g  p r o j e c t s  f o r  th e  re co v e ry  o f  M ultan  
and Kashmir from t h e  g o v e r n o r s  j f  t h e s e  p l a c e s ,  and R a n j it  
amused him w ith  vague p rom ises  o f  h e lp . The 3hah th en  ^ro- 
cet U 1*9 N s b U a r  utd tadfc him ■>«;!** • > •*’ d i s t r i c t ,
b u t way d r iv e n  M g y  f t e r  s i x  months by AAzIm y ia n . The ShTlh 
n eat a ttem p ted  t o  win over  th e  governor  o f  Mult&n to  h i s  s i d e ,  
b u t t h e  l a t t e r  re p u d ia te d  h i s  o v e r lo r d s h ip . He a g a in  r e t i r e d  
t o  ieshTlwar, conquered  i t ,  and r e t a in e d  i t s  co n tro l, fo r  a b r i e f  

< r io d :  but was a f te r w a r d s  h im s e lf  s e iz e d  by JaharidSd Khan and
ta k e n  t o  A tto c k . Thence he was t r u : ; f e r r e d  t o  Kashm ir, where 
he remained a p r is o n e r  w ith  th e  B arukzai govern or u n t i l  r e sc u ea  
by DewTtn Mohkvs Chand, *ho to o k  him t o  Lahore in  1312 . Shah 
Mahmud had a 1 so a r r iv e d  in  Lahore , in  th e  p re c ed in g  y e a r . A 
m e e t in g  took  ^ la c e  betw een him and t h e  Sikh r u le r  *t R a ^ l p i a d l ;  
and, a s  a r e s u l t  c f  t h i s  and o f  th e  su b seu u en t n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  
Fateh  ^hln B lr u k z a i ,  th e  j o i n t  e x p e d i t io n  to  Kashmir was arrang
ed . ( s e e  C hapter I ) .  In  t h e  same y ea r  Shah Zemin en te r e d  th e  
Panjab , met R a n j i t ,  and to o k  up h i s  abode te m p o r a r i ly  a t  Lahore* 
Ke s e n t  h i s  son Yonas t o  L udhiana, where he was r e c e iv e d  by 
C c h tc r lc n e y , t h e  B r i t i s h  A gent. I t  t r a n s p ir e d  however t h a t  he 
was not a welcome g u e s t ,  ( s e e  G overnor-G eneral t o  O c h ter lo n a y , 
1 0 th .J a n u a r y , 1311; B engal P o l i t i c a l  C o n s u l t a t io n s ,  I n d ia  
O f f i c e  &LnJo ® * e r e fo r e  t h e  Sh^h l e f t  Lahore aed went y &s 
a wanderer xoC Jen tra l A s ia .  But h i s  f  im ily remained i n  L ahore, 

1 w ere jo in e d  In  t h e  f o ^ o w in g  y e a r  b2' t h a t  o f  3h$.h 3huj‘a .
Both f a m i l i e s  e sca p ed  t o  Ludhiana in  1 8 14 . The two a on arch s  
a ls o  r e p a ir e d  t o  t h a t  p la c e  soon a f te r w a r d s .



r e v o l u t i o n s ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  power in  A fg h a n is ta n  was u l t i m a t e l y  ac

q u ir ed  by a new h o u se ,  known a s  B iru k ^ a ls  ^nd rep r e s e n te d  by a l ~ i x e  

nuraberv o f  b r o t h e r s .  T hese l a t t e r  began not on ly  t o  c o n tr o l  th e
*"'N/

t i t u l a r  r u le r  o f  Kabul, but a l s o  to  dom inate  th e  v a r io u s  o th e r  pro

v in c e s  c f  t h e  kingdom. Had th e y  p o s s e s s e d  u nan im ity  o f  p u rp ose ,  

a l l  .-irould have gone w e l l , and t h e  g l o r i e s  o f  th e  d u r ra n i power m ight  

have t e e n  r e v iv e d ;  or a t  l e a s t  t h e  l o s s  o f  th e  Afghan p o s s e s s i o n s  

beyond t h e  Indus m ight have been p r e v e n te d .  B ut, i n s t e a d ,  &n a c u te  

r i v a l r y  d iv id e d  t h e  b r o th e r s .  T h is  l e d  t o  th e  in d ep en d en ce  o f  JJul* 

ta n  under th e  son o f  t h e  3ad oaa i c h i e f t a i n  -.mom Taimur had ap p o in te d  

g o v er n o r ,  and a l s o  t o  t h e  in d ep en d en ce  o f  Kashmir under one o f  th e  

Blruk: d s  t h e m s e lv e s .  kowine was i t  f f l th  A t to c k , P esh avar , and 

t h e  D e r a ja t .  Thus, from t h e  dawn o f  t h e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  a t  Kabul p rec lu d ed  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  c f  t h e  i n -  

v i s io n  o f  t h e  Panjab from t h a t  q u a r te r ,  ana a f fo r d e d  a fa v o u r a b le  

o p p o r tu n ity  t o  k a n j i t  S ingh  t o  m ature h i3  d e s ig n s  and Carry them out  

th o r o u g h ly .  B e s id e s  r e d u c in g  t h e  C e n tr a l  Panjab t o  s u b j e c t i o n ,  th e



S ik h  r j ' e r  conquered A tto o k , M ultan, R&ahmir, th e  D e r a ja t ,  ;i in ker*  

and Peshawar; a l l  c f  .vhich, e x c e p t  th e  l a s t ,  he annexed t o  h i s  do

m in io n s  b e f o r e  a t o l e r a b l y  s tr o n g  and s t a b l e  governm ent had been  

e v o lv e d  i n  A fg h a n is ta n  under Amir D ost  Mohammed. ^

There i s  a ten d en cy  among th e  w r i t e r s  on R a n j it  S ingh to  a t t r i 

b u te  th e  ra p id  ex p a n sio n  o f  h i s  kingdom e n t i r e l y  t o  i d s  own p o l i t i c a l  

g e n iu s ,  and t o  ig n o r e  t h e  a d v a n ta g es  a r i s i n g  from t h e  a is t r & c t e d  

s t a t e  o f  A fg h a n is ta n .  W hile  t h e r e  can be no doubt a s  re g a r d s  t h e  

n s u p e r io r i ty  in  m i l i t a r y  3 k i l l  and o r g a n is a t io n  o f  t h e  S ikh r u le r  

o v e r  t h e  innum erab le  c h i e f t a i n s  o f  t h e  P anjab , th e  e x t e r n a l  i n f l u 

e n c e  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Kabul on th e  growth o f  h i s  domin

i o n s  n eed s ad eq uate  a p p r e c ia t io n .  Had t h e r e  been  a s  s t r o n g  a g o v -

(1 ) A fte r  s u p p la n t in g  Shah Shuja  f i n a l l y  in  1309 , Mahmud rem ained
th e  nom inal r u le r  o f  Kabul u n t i l  1 3 16 . The r e a l  power however 
had p assed  in t o  th e  hands o f  h i s  t a le n t e d  m in is t e r  F ateh  
B aru h aa l. In  1813 F ateh  Khan was p u t t o  d ea th  by Mahmud's so n , 
Kamran. H earin g  t h i s ,  4Az1:ti S h an . th e  b ro th e r  o f  t h e W a d r ,

. i t t s i d  from Kashmir t o  Kabul and p ro c la im ed  Shah Ayub a s  k in g .  
He h im s e l f  however h e ld  t h e  r e a l  power. He wanted t o  ex ten d  
h i s  i n f l u e n c e  ev e r  P eshaw ar, which a t  t h i s  t im e  was in  t h e  hands 
o f  a n o th er  o f  t h e  B aruk& als, Yar Mohammed Khan, who, on th e  ap
proach o f  lAzIm, f l e d  in t o  t h e  h i l l s .  At t h e  3ame t im e , a la r g e  
Sikh f o r c e  c r o sse d  t h e  In d u s t o  a s s e r t  R a n j i t 1 s  o v e r lo r d s ii ip .
The b a t t l e  o f  Siow3hahra was fo u g h t  in  1323; 4Azim was d e fe a te d ,  
Pesh&waf e n te r e d ,  sa c k e d , and a g a in  .made ev er  t o  Yar Mohammed 
^JiXr, v?ho h .d h i t h e r t o  r e g u la r ly  p a id  t r ib u t e  t o  th e  S ikh  r u le r .

1A s ia  d ie d  soon  a f te r w a r d s ,  and A fg h a n ista n  o n ce e g a in  r e la p s e d  
i n t o  xni ago v em in en t, u n t i l  D ost Mohammed Khln e s t a b l i s h e d  h i3  
a u t h o r i t y .



em inent a t  E lb u l  a f t e r  t h e  d e a th  c f  t h e  A M a l i , or  even  a f t * r  t h e  

de e d i t i o n  c f  Zeman 3hah, a s  t h e r e  it a s  b e f o r e  1773 , t h e  e x t e n s io n  o f  

H a n j i t f a a u t h o r i t y  over  t h e  Panj&b must have been re ta rd ed *

The S ikh  c o n q u e s t s  i n  t h e  t r a n s - I n d u s  la n d s  have a lr e a d y  been  

d e a l t  w ith  in  t h e  p r e v io u s  c h a p te r .  But t h e  g e n e r a l  mode o f  ad-  

m i n i s t r a t i o n , aa j e t  up by t h e  v i c t o r s  e v e r  t h a t  r e g io n ,  may h e r e  be

n o te d .  A fte r  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  Mowahahra, R a n j it  had perm anently  star-
\ ‘ -

t i o n e d  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  Peshawar a  f o r c e  which o r d in a r i l y  c o n s i s t e d  

o f  about 1 2 ,0 0 0  men. I t  was under t h e  ch.~rge o f  H ari S ingh  Nalwa. 

T h is  3 i r d l r ,  i l  thou gh  prim arily* a commander, was a ls o  c a l l e d  u^on t o  

e n fo r c e  th e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r e v e n u e s  and t r i b u t e  from t h e  p e t ty  c h i e f s  

and tr ib e sm e n  o f  t h e  l o c a l i t y .  Thus he caiae t o  be p o s s e s s e d  o f  t h e  

c h i e f  c i v i l  and m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t y  in  t h e  p r o v in c e ,  w hich  he con

t in u e d  t o  a d m in is t e r  u n t i l  h i3  d ea th  i n  1S37. The amount o f  revenue  

was n ever p r e c i s e ly  a s c e r t a i n e d .  I t  v a r ie d  l a r g e l y  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  e x t o r t i o n .  As money c o u ld  n ever be r a id e d  by 

p e a c e fu l m eth od s, t h e  Nalwa S ir d a r  was a l lo w e d  a f r e e  hand i n  d e v ia -



in g  ways and means o f  e n f o r c in g  payment. T h is  l e d  t o  th e  in a u g u ra 

t i o n  o f  t h a t  p o l ic y  o f  la w le 3 3  r a i d s  and i n c u r s i o n s  i n t o  t h e  t r i b a l  

t e r r i t o r i e s  which was c o n t in u e d  d u r in g  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  M aharaja’ s  

r e ig n .  The Sikh  s o l d i e r s  would i s s u e  f o r t h  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t im e s  and 

s e a s o n s ,  t o  su p p r e ss  r e v o l t s  and t o  e x t o r t  r e v e n u e s  e i t h e r  in  k ind  

or i n  c a s h .  Thus t h e r e  were arable o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  r u t h l e s s  ex

a c t i o n s ,  vHd a l l  a u t h o r i t i e s  a g r e e  t h a t  H ari S ingh  employed them t o  

t h e  f u l l .  R a n j it  h im s e l f  d o e s  n o t  seem t o  have f e l t  any s c r u p le s  

ab ou t f o l lo w in g  t h i s  l i n e  o f  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  t r i b a l  r e g io n s ,  p a r t ly  

b ec a u se  i t  w is  p o p u la r  w ith  t h e  S ik h s ,  but 21a in ly  owing to  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  he found i t  t h e  most s u i t a b l e  and p r a c t i c a b l e .  N e v e r t h e le s s  

t h i s  p c ; ie y  was l i t t l e  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  p a c i f y  or r e c o n c i l e  t h e  t r i b e s 

men, whose h o s t i l e  a t t i t u d e  tow ard s t h e  S ik h s  g r e a t l y  encouraged  t h e  

r u l e r s  o f  Afgha n is t a n  t o  r e p e a t  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  r e c o v e r y  o f  

Peshawar. R a n j i t  war. a l s o  aware o f  t h i s  f a c t .  fie had c l o s e l y

watched t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  A fg h a n is ta n ;  and had d e l i b e r a t e -
\

l y  d ec id ed  upon a p o l i c y  o f  a g g r e s s i v e  p e n e t r a t io n  a s  b e in g  b e s t



c& lcu l vted t o  s e r v e  h i s  p u rp o se , so long, a s  t h e r e  was no 3 tro n g  r u le r  

a t  Kabul* But when B oat Mohammed e a t  ib is h e u  a more o r g a n ise d  gov

ernm ent, R a n j i t 1a a t t i t u d e  underw ent a  change* He no lo n g e r  f e l t  

a ssu r e d  o f  m a in ta in in g  h i s  a u th o r ity  on t h e  f r o n t i e r  s o l e l y  by h i s  

s u p e r io r  *owcr; and , a lth o u g h  he s t i l l  r e l i e d  upon f o r c e  in  p u t t in g  

down l o c a l  r i s i n g s  and r e b e l l i o n s ,  he th o u g h t s e r io u s ly  o f  p r o v id in g  

in  some o th e r  way a g a in s t  t h e  danger from A fg h a n is ta n . R e o c n e i l ia -  

t i o n  w ith  D ost Mohaaised and h i s  B aru k za i f o l lo w e r s  was im p o s s ib le ,  

ow ing t c  t h e  in v e t e r a t e  a n tip a th y  and uncom prom ising a t t i t u d e  o f  the 

two r u l e r s .  Hence R a n j it  f e l l  back on t h e  e x i l e d  Monarch Shall Shuja’ 

who had b een  l i v i n g  a t  Ludhiana 3 in ce  1 3 1 4 , and prop osed  toi 

a s s i s t  him in  th e  reco v ery  o f  h i s  t h r o n e d  By e s t a b l i s h in g  a f r ie n d 

ly  p r in c e  a t  K abul, R a n j it  hoped t c  p ro v id e  a g a in s t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  Afghan a t .ta ck s  on Peshawar, which he now th o u g h t c f  in c c r  o r a t i l g  

w ith  h i s  d o m in io n s . T h is  p la n  was f i r s t  s u g g e s te d  t o  R a n jit  by th e  

Shah1a own r e q u e s t s  f o r  h e lp .  The n e g o t ia t io n s  how ever came t o  no

t h in g  —  f o r  th e  following r e a s o n s :  f i r s t ,  Shah S h u ja  w anted t o

(1 )  These n e g o t ia t io n s  began  a s  e a r ly  a s  1 3 2 6 , i . e .  a  y e a r  a f t e r  
Bout Mohammed a cq u ire d  th e  th r o n e  o f  K abul. C a p ta in  Wade
t o  M e tc a lf e ,  2 5 t li .  J u l y ,  1326; Pan ja b  P r e s s  L i s t ,  v o l  . V . , - o g e  6 4 .



s e c u r e  t h e  c o - o p e r a t io n  o f  t h e  E nglish^  ' t o g e t h e r  w ith  t h a t  o f  R a n j i t  

3 in g h ,  ..r.h f a i l e d  t o  o b ta in  i t ;  s e c o n d ly ,  Yar Mohammed Khan, t h e  

Baruk&al c h i e f  o f  Peshawar, who had l a t e l y  r e v o l t e d  a g a in s t  t h e  Maha

r a j a  i n  sympathy w ith  3yed Ahmed Shlih, now a l la y e d  th e  a n x i e t i e s  o f  

t h e  S ikh r u l e r  by r e tu r n in g  t o  n i s  a l l e g i a n c e  and g iv in g  him h i s  3on 

a s  a h o sta g e*  T h ir d ly ,  owing t o  t h e  d is t u r b a n c e s  cau sed  by t h e  Syed  

on t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  t h e  Sikh c h i e f  co u ld  not sp a re  m i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e  

to  Shah Shuja  f o r  an a d v en tu re  o f  which th e  outcome was d o u b t f u l .  

R a n j i t  even postponed th e  a n n e x a t io n  o f  Peshawa^T^ In  1829 Yar 

Mohammed £]}Hn was k i l l e d  i n  a f i g h t  a g a in s t  t h e  Syed , t h e  renew al o f  

whose h o s t i l e  a c t i v i t i e s  r e v iv e d  th e  M ah araja 's  ap p reh en sion s*  The 

n e g o t i a t i o n s  w ith  t h e  Shah were re -o p en ed  by an exchange o f  s e c r e t  

a g e n t3 , but t h e  p la n s  a g a in  f e l l  th ro u g h . I t  seems t h a t  t h e  o b j e c t  

o f  R a n j it  S ingh  was m erely  t o  alarm  i n t o  su b m iss io n  S u lta n  Mohammed 

Khan, t h e  b ro th e r  and s u c c e s s o r  o f  Y lr  Mohammed £iian, wr 0 was aua- 

p e c t e d  o f  i n t r i g u i n g  w ith  t h e  Syed. The ShcLh however c o n t in u e d

( 1 )  G overnor-G enera l t o  R e s id e n t  a t  D e h l i .  1 s t - J u l y ,1 8 2 7 :  B en ga l
P o l i t i c a l  C o n s u l t a t io n s ,  ( I n d ia  O f f i c e  ?/SS./0

teCinJo.
( 2 )  Two o th e r  r e a so n s  p robably  were in  p a rt  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  

p ostp on em en t. The Maharaja was i l l  i n  1 8 2 7 -1 8 2 8 . T here had 
a l s o  o ccu rred  i n  t h o s e  y e a r s  i n s t a n c e s  o f  s e r i o u s  mutiny and 
in s u b o r d in a t io n  among some o f  h i s  r e g u la r  t r o o p s  s t a t i o n e d  on 
t h e  f r o n t i e r .
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uchew ing u n t i l  ~353; and d u r in g  t h i s  i n t e r v a l  he s e v e r a l  t im e s  &p- 

pro-vched t h e  E n g lis h  and Ran j i t  S ingh  w ith  r e q u e s t s  f o r  h elp . In 

t h e  M atter year  he su cceed ed  in  c o l l e c t i n g  sori.e t h r e e  th ou san d  armed 

f o l l o w e r s  and about two hundred th o u sa n d  r u p e e s .  With t h e s e  he 

c r o s s e d  t h e  In d u a , en ter e d  Skikarpur* cru sh ed  t h e  e : v o l i t i o n  ; f  th e

i0'-Sirsdhi vnSp nd th e n  p roceed ed  torf «,rds ^andfiar» /rhere he* uuwint a in ed  

h i r t s e l f  i n  t h e  ne l a b o u r  hoed o f  t h e  c i t y  f o r  a few month 3 but e a s  

u 1 t in *v t11 y c x ;-el ? ed by Bo s i  &ohass&ed y>an. A ft t. r natty *eary . andv r -  

i n g s  he re tu rn ed  t o  h i s  o ld  asylum a t  Ludhiana i n  M arch,1335 .

Han j i t  3 in g k  had grown o n a io u s  about, th e  p o s s ib le  co n se q u en ce s  

o f  l.h- l  ar.'.4 IncU in d e n t  a c t io n ;  .and he h a ste n e d  t o  annex Peshawar 

f o r  fe a r  t h a t  th e  l a t t e r 1 a a u th o r ity  m ight be f ir m ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  

_cL it fo «  T h is  was in d e ed  th e  c h i e f  rea so n  o f  Ran j i t 1 a a c t io n  

In  an n ex in g  Peshawar i n  1 3 3 4 . ' A nother m e  th e  forw ard p o l ic y  advo

c a te d  fo r  io.ne t im e  p a st  by H a il  S ingh  HVtwa.

U e a n tk ilt i  however, th e  v ic to ry  o f  Dost im ed  over Shill Shuja 

had f i l l e d  th e  foriser c h ie f  w ith fr e sh  am bitions about Peshaaar. He

( j ) C a p ta in  la d e  to  G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l, 1 7 th .J u n e , 1334: Bengal
P o litic a l C onsultatlo ttd , ( In d ia  O ff ic e  M33./0*.ZatmJo



d e c la r e d  war g a i n s t  t h e  S ik h s ,  and g a v e  i t  a  r e l i g i o u s  com p lex ion  

by r e p r e s e n t in g  them a s  i n f i d e l s  and assum ing f o r  h im s e l f  t h e  t i t l e
I Do r  asked  h e lp  from  t h e  E n g l i s h ,  b ut in  v a in .  R a n j i t ,

th e  o th e r  hand, d e ta ch ed  8* lt& n  Mohammed Kh&n from th e  Amir w ith  

who-, he had so u g h t r e fu g e  a f t e r  t h e  a n n e x a t io n  o f  Peshawar. The 

e x t e n t  t o  which t h e  B lr u k z a ls  were j e a l o u s  o f  one an oth er  may be  

gauged from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  S u lta n  Mohammed, a lth o u g h  f o r c i b l y  e j e c t e d  

from Peshawar by R a n j i t  S in g h ,  s t i l l  s id e d  w ith  him and n ot w ith  h i s  

own b ro th er*  D ost  Mohammed had c o l l e c t e d  a  l^ r g e  army near t h e  

k h i i b a r ,  but t h e  c l e v e r  d ip lom acy o f  t h e  S ikh  c h i e f  su cceed ed  i n  de~  

l i y i n g  a t t a c k  u n t i l  t h e  S ikh  t r o o p s  were c o n c e n tr a te d .  Two e n v o y s ,  

Dr*Harlan aad F ity ir  4Aziidr-ul-'dIn, were th e n  s e n t  i n t o  t h e  Afghan camp, 

t o  persuad e t h e  fa X r  t o  a c q u ie s c e  i n  t h e  S ik h  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  FesJ&war 

and t o  a v o id  p rovok in g  a c o n f l i c t .  But t h e i r  p r o p o sa l  was n e t  heed

ed by D o st  Mohammed, who, on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  wanted t o  keep t h e  en voys  

i n  cu sto d y  and t r e a t  them a s  h o s t a g e s  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  h i s  p r o j e c t .  

They tfere made o v er  t o  S u lta n  -ich-^nmed Khan. who, havxng d eterm in ed

( 1 )  C ap ta in  fad© t o  G o v ern o r -G en er a l , 4 th * J a n . and llvtfc.May, 13S5; 
Bengal. P o l i t i c a l  C o n s u l t a t i o n s ,  ( I n d i a  O f f i c e  M33.Jv

feLrLLot



!to jo in  th e  3 i k h s ,  r e l e a s e d  them. Apart from o b ta in in g  r e l e a s e ,,
t h e  envoy a .roved c l e v e r e r  th a n  t h e  Amir« f o r  th e y  su ceeeu eu  in  k eep -

i n g  him i d l e  w ith  empty h op es  and p r o m ise s  u n t i l  h i s  f o r c e s  *sere a l 

most surrounded by t h e  S ik h s .  When D ost Mohammed r e a l i s e d  t h e  d a n -
.

g e r  o f  h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  he d e c iu e d  t o  r e t i r e  p r e c i p i t a t e l y  r a th e r  t i .a n  

r isk  a b a t t l e  w ith  t h e  enemy. Some Ja* i r a  were c o n fe r r e d  Upon 3 u l -  

Shan by t h e  M a h a r lja ,  but t h e  c i v i l  and m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  

o f  tht - r o v in c e  rem ained in  the* hands o f  t h e  Kale a  S ir d a r ,  #ho i t h -  

i n  the n e x t  t h r e e  y e a r s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  f u r t h e r  outm ost a t  J unrud. I t  

w as at t h i 3  p la c e  t h a t  t h e  S ik h s  and A fghans met i n  a  p i tc h e d  b a t t l e  

i n  1337, f o r  t h e  l a s t  t im e  i n  B a n j i t  S in g h 9s  r e ig n .^

The f o r e g o in g  e v e n t s  may be summarised a s  f o l l o w s :  f i r s t ,  t h e

Panjab was n ever  in vad ed  from beyond t h e  In d u s  d u r in g  t h e  r e ig n  o f  

Ran j i t  3 in g h .  The t i d e  o f  c o n q u e s t ,  which had poured i n t o  t h a t  

jprotince f o r  c e n t u r i e s ,  was th e n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  e f f e c t i v e l y

( 1 )  For a f u l l  acco u n t o f  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h i s  p e r io d ,  set- t h e
L i f e  o f  D o st  hammed, by kfchan L a i ,  v o l . I ,  p a g es  1 7 0 -1 9 0 ;  and 
B r .H a r la n ’ s  I n d ia  and A fg h a n is ta n ,  p ages  1 2 0 -1 0 0 .  V a lu a b le  
in fo r m a t io n  a l s o  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  c o r resp o n d en ce  which p assed  be
tween t h e  B r i t i s h  Agent a t  Ludhiana and t h e  G o v ern o r-G en era l,  
from 1334  t o  1836 .

With t h e  b a t t l e  o f  Jxmrud, .which h a s  been  d e s c r ib e d  i n  de
t a i l  i n  t h e  p r e v io u s  c h a p te r ,  B a n j i t 1a c o n n e c t io n s  w ith  t h e  
r u l e r s  o f  A fg h a n is ta n  m^y be s a id  t o  have ended . The o n ly  im
p o rta n t  t r a n s a c t i o n  which to o k  p la c e  su b seq u en t t o  1337 was t h a t  
o f  t h e  T r i p a r t i t e  T r e a ty ,  which w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  
p art o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  ch ap ter*
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checked. Ran j i t ,  a s  h as a lr e a d y  been  remarked, was t h e  f i r s t  ncn-  

flu3 lim monarch a f t e r  Anangpal t o  have su cceed ed  i n  in a u g u r a t in g  a 

power in  t h e  Panjab w h ich , i n  p o in t  o f  m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i s a t io n  and 

e f f i c i e n c y ,  proved  d e c id e d ly  s u p e r io r  t o  t h a t  o f  th e  Mohammedans i n  

t h e  North. S e c o n d ly ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e v e n t s  i n  A fg h a n is ta n  had a

Ei r e c t  h e a r in g  on t h e  ra p id  growth o f  t h e  S ikh kingdom. The i n -  

ernal s t r i f e  a t  Kabul n ot o n ly  en ab led  t h e  r u le r  o f  t h e  S ik h s  t o  

n ccrp o ra te  i n t o  h i s  d om in ions t h e  t r a n s - I n d u 3  p o s s e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  

Afghans, but a l s o  f a c i l i t a t e d  h i s  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  t h e  Sifch power i n  

t h e  Panjab i t s e l f .  But fo r  t h i s  f a v o u r a b le  c ir c u m sta n c e  t h e  Maha- 

paj> must have en co u n tered  many more d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  h i s  c a r e e r  o f  

co n u u e st .

]j. Ran j i t  S ingh and t h e  E ast I n d ia  Company.

The end c f ‘ t h e  1 3 th -c e n tu r y  p r e s e n t s  u s  ?fith an i n t e r e s t i n g  

S p e c t a c l e  o f  t h r e e  p o w e r s  c o n te n d in g  f o r  th e  m astery  o f  N orthern  

In d ia . The E n g l is h  had e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  over  Oudh and

;
i

< r



ta&iatained t h e i r  power a g a in s t  t h e  M * rh * tta s . The isa r h a t ta s  had” • * i •

r e v i v e d  t h e i r  power t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  a f t e r  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  B a n ip a t ,  

under th e  a b le  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  M ahadaji S in d h ia .  By 1735 t h i s  c h i e f  

had s u G c e e u e d  in  occu p y in g  Agra and p ersu a d in g  th e  dughOd Emperor, 

Shaa XldL ît lo  d e c l a r e  him t h e  v i c e - g e r e n t  o f  t h e  Em pire. The t h i r d  

power was t h a t  o f  t h e  S ik h s ,  who, s i n c e  t h e  d ea th  o f  Ahmed Shah Ab- 

f c a l l ,  had o v e r -r u n  t h e  E a s te r n  Banjab a s  f a r  an t h e  r i v e r  Jamna. Ex- 

Ice pt fo r  t h e  d e fe n c e  o f  Cudh, t h e  E n g l is h  f e l t  no d i r e c t  i n t e r e s t  i n  

[ex ten d in g  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  be^und t h a t  r i v e r ,  u n t i l  th ey  th o u g h t  theia-  

le e lT e s  th r e a te n e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  1 5 t h .c e n t u r y . Hence

t h e j  remained f o r  a w h i le  a l o o f  w h i le  t h e  o th e r  two came i n  c o n f l i c t **

■Ln 1735 S in d h ia  co n c lu d ed  an agreem ent w ith  some Sikh c h i e f s  f o r  

[ jo in t  r a i d s  and a f i x e d  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  b o o ty .  S in d h ia  was t o  g e t  

t * o - t h i r d s ,  and t h e  S ik h s  t h e  rem ainde^l^ But t h e  agreem ent d id  n ot  

la s *  l o n g , f o r  t h e  IvUrhatta c h i e f  began t o  t r e a t  h i s  p a r tn e r s  , s  h i s  

d ep en d en ts , and e x a c te d  t r i b u t e  from them . He a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  

o v e r lo r d s h ip  over  t h e  o th e r  Mllwa S ik h s .  In  17S7 he a p p o in ted  Gene—

( 1 )  B row ne's I n d i a  T r a c t s ,  v - e l . l l ,  page 2 9 .
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r&l Perron  a s  h ia  deputy  i n  N orthern  I n d i a ,  P erron , a b le  and am

b i t i o u s  a s  he w as, m ight have ex ten d ed  h i s  a u th o r i t y  beyond t h e  Gat

in g ,  but Tor th e  u n ex p ected  h o s t i l i t y  o f  th e  a d v e n tu r e r ,  George

5 s I ; o « a « s  *

With t h e  e ^ r ly  c a r e e r  o f  Thomas we ».re h ard ly  co n cern ed . T h i s ,  

however, may be s t a t e d ,  t h a t  i n  1787 he se cu red  employment w ith  Be0aa  

vi v •• ru , and s i x  l a t e r  he e n te r e d  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  one o f  t h e

L r ir .c ip a l  o f f i c e r s  o f  S in d h la • W hile  in  t h i s  l a t t e r  c a p a c i ty  he d e -

!
ea ted  th e  S ik h s  n ear  Karr ih l , and began t o  c h e r i s h  schem es o f  estab l

i s h in g  a kingdom o f  hir> own. In  1733 he e s t a b l i s h e d  h im s e l f  at  

h l r s l ;  aui, a f t e r  s t r e n g t h e n in g  h i s  f o r c e s ,  he commenced h o s t i l i 

t i e s  a g a in s t  th e  S ik h s .  I n  t h e  two f o l l o w i n g  y e a r s ,  he o v e r -r a n  

t h e  Halva country  a s  f a r  a s  L udhiana, where however he met w ith  a 

s tr c n g  o p p o s i t io n ;  and, b e in g  a l s o  a p p r e h e n s iv e  o f  P e r r o n 's  h o s t i l -  

i t y ,  he withdrew t o  I h ^ n s i .  He f i n a l l y  su rren d ered  t o  Perron in
If *
1802 and m%3 a l lo w e d  t c  r e t i r e  t o  B r i t i s h  t e r r i t o r y ,  where he d ie d  

acor a f te r w a r d s .  Thus P erron  had now a f r e e  hand. I t  was now



bhe turn  o f  h i3  l i e u t e n a n t ,  B our^uin , t o  o v er -r u n  th e  

e x a c t in g  t r i b u t e  w herever he w ent, T h is  happened in  

The E n g l is h  may have heard o f  t h e  S ik h s  a s  e a r ly

th  , t  y e a r ,  a g e n t s  o f  t h e  Company had a r r iv e d  i n  D e h l i

t r a d in g  p r i v i l e g e s .  The i n s u r r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  S i.  k s  p ro lo n g ed  t h e i r  

s ta y  a t  th e  I m p e r ia l  co u r t  by two y e a r s ,  and th e y  may have w itn e s s e d

th e  e x e c u t io n  o f  t h e  Banda and h ia  f o l l o w e r s  i n  1716 . But no o f f i c -i

l a l  n o t ic e  seem s t c  have been ta k e n  o f  t h e  S ik h s  u n t i l  1 7 8 5 , when 

t h e ir  p redatory  a c t i v i t i e s  and tem porary a l l i a n c e  w ith  S in d h ia  a t 

tr a c te d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  Company’ s G o v ern o r-G en era l, Warren

i a s t i n g 3 , who grew a p p r e h e n s iv e  about t h e  s a f e ty  o f  Oudh. T hree
( 2 )

p a r s  l a t e r  t h e  S ik h s  ed a  d e f e n s i v e  a l l i a n c e  t o  th e  Cora-an

jpaiilen t v i t k  S in d h ia ,  but i t  was d e c l i n e d .  Even a t  t h i a  t im e ,  t h e  

English know ledge o f  t h e  S ik h s  was ex tr e m e ly  vague and s c a n t y .  The

JI) Perron  i 3  s a id  t o  have co n tem p la ted  e s t a b l i s h i n g  h i s  own
kingdom, and t o  have e x c l u d e d  an agreem ent w ith  R a n j i t  S ingh  
f o r  a j o i n t  e n t e r p r i s e  a g a in s t  Peshawar. See R e s id e n t  a t  D e h l i  
t o  C c h te r lo n e y ,  5 t h . J u l y ,1 8 1 4 :  B engal P o l i t i c a l  C o n s u l t a t io n s ,
( I n d ia  C f f i c e  L S S S ^ ^  But P erron  was soon r e c a l l e d  by S in d h ia ,  
who h im s e l f  hod become in v o lv e d  in  a war w ith  t h e  E n g l i s h ,  and 
was socn  a f t e r  d is m is s e d  from s e r v i c e .

Thus i t  w i l l  be se en  t h a t  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  1 8 th .c e n tu r y  
th e  a u th o r i t y  o f  S in d h ia  was paramount o v er  t h e  la n d s  s i t u a t e d  
betw een t h e  Jarana and t h e  S a t l u j .  T h is  supremacy however was 
soon r e p la c e d  in  r e g io n s  around B e h l l  by t h e  E n g l i s h .

b )  The a l l i a n c e  was in te n d e d  t o  be a g a in s t  t h e  M&rhatt&s.
See Cunningham’ s  H is to r y  o f  t h e  S ik h s ,  page 1 3 4 .

Malwa c o u n tr y ,  

1 3 0 2 - ia c is !  *

3.3 17X5. In  

in  ^ u est  o f
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fo l lo w in g  q u o ta t io n  from F r a n c k l in ’ s  " H isto ry  o f  t h e  E eign  o f  Shah

lulum" i 3  t y p i c a l :  "The S e ik s ,  in  t h e i r  p e r s o n s ,  are  t a l l ,  and o f  a
, .. . . .  • • .

nanly e r e c t  deportm ent; t h e i r  a s p e c t  i s  f e r o c i o u s ,  t h e i r  e y e s  p ie r 

c in g  and an im ated; and in  t r a c i n g  t h e i r  f e a t u r e s  a s t r i k i n g  resemb

la n c e  i s  o b s e r v a b le  t o  t h e  Arabs who in h a b i t  t h e  banks o f  t h e  Euphra

t e s .  The d r e s s  o f  t h e  m a les  c o n s i s t s  o f  a c o a r s e  c l o t h  o f  b lu e  

c o t t o n ,  thrown l o o s e l y  over  th e  s h o u ld e r s ,  and coming down betw een  

mhe l e g s ,  i s  c o n f in e d  round t h e  w a i s t  by a b e l t  o f  c o t t o n .  An 

■unple tu rban  o f  b lu e  c l o t h  c o v e r s  t h e  h ead , and over  t h i s  i 3  f r e 

q u en tly  wore a sa3h o f  s i l k  and c o t t o n  m ixed , re sem b lin g  both  i n  

co lo u r  and p a t t e r n  a S co tch  T a r ta n . They speak t h e  Aufghaun or  

pooshto la n g u a g e ,  w ith  p r o l i f i c  a d d i t io n s  o f  P e r s ia n ,  A ra b ic ,  and 

H in d o o v ee ."^ ^

The f i r s t  a c t io n  i n  which t h e  S ik h s  were arrayed  a g a in s t  t h e  

E n g l i s h  was t h e  b a t t l e  o f  D e h l i  i n  1803 . Some o f  t h e  C i s - S a t l u j  

c h i e f s  j o in e d  S in d h ia  a g a in s t  t h e  E n g l is h  army under t h e  command o f  

Lord Lake. The M arhattas  were d e f e a t e d ,  and th e  S ik h s  te n d e r e d

( l )  See C hapter V, page3 7 7 - 7 8 ,  o f  F r a n c k l in ’ s  Shah Aulum.
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t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  E n g l is h  commander. H enceforward g e n e r a l  

f r ie n d s h ip  and c o r d i a l i t y  e x i s t e d  betvieen th e  E n g l is h  and t h e  Sikh  

c h i e f t a i n s  o f  K a ith a l  and j l n d .  The v i c t o r y  o f  L&swari in  t h e  same 

y ear  a n n ih i la t e d  t h e  M arhatta  ascen dan cy  i n  N orthern  I n d ia .

In  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  Jacwant Eaa H olkar commenced h o s t i l i t i e s
'-*4 i-

a g a in s t  th e  E n g l i s a ,  ana i o n s o n 1 s  r e t ;  e a t  f i l l e d  him w ith  h ig h  ho, e s

[about th e  f u t u r e .  D e h l i  was a t ta c k e d ,  b ut was ab ly  d efen d ed  by

O c h te r lo n e y ; w h i le  t h e  r e v e r s e  a t  D ig  drove h o lk a r  back t o  Rajpu-

tana,. The two Sikh c h i e f t a i n s ,  L a i S ingh  and Ehag S in g h , a s s i s t e d

C olon e l Eurn who hwu been i s o l a t e ^  a t  Sahlr;*npur, and r e c e iv e d  Lord
( 1 )

Lai*** prau.se o f  t h e i r  set v i c e s .  In  1305 H olkar a g a in  advanced  

^ or*h , c l o s e l y  fo l lo w e d  by Lord Lake. The ra p id  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e  

l a t x e r  co m p elled  th e  form er to  e sca p e  i n t o  t h e  Panjab . Holkar a t  

i i r 3 i  e n te r e d  P a t i a l a ,  b u t ,  b e in g  t h r e a t e n e d  by t h e  approach o f  t h e  

B r i t i s h  G e n era l ,  c o n t in u e d  h i s  march tow ard s t h e  S a t l u j .  None o f  

t h e  C i s - S a t l u j  c h i e f s  l i s t e n e d  t o  h i s  r e q u e s t s  f o r  h e lp .  C r o ss in g  

t h e  r i v e r ,  he p assed  th ro u g h  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  F a teh  S ingh  Ahlu-

( 1 )  Two o t h e r  c h i e f s ,  3her 3 in g h  o f  Borea, and G u rd it  S ingh o f  Ladwa,
s id ed  w ith  t h e  IS arh attas .• *
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w a l ia ,  and e n te r e d  A m ritsa r . Ran j i t  a t  t h i s  t im e  waa c a r r y in g  on

r a i d 3 i n  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Jhang and I5ultan. Ee h a s te n e d  back t o  

t h e  c a p i t a l .  The two c h i e f s  met a t  A m ritsa r . Ran j i t  t r e a t e d  B a l

kar in  a b e f i t t i n g  manner, showed him t h e  c i t y ,  to o k  him t o  t h e  Gol

den T em p le , h e ld  m i l i t a r y  p a ra d es  i n  h i s  honour, and paid  him every

c o u r te s y  and a t t e n t i o n .  He even  to o k  c o u n se l  w ith  him i n  m a tte r s
( 1 )

o f  m i l i t a r y  and f i n a n c i a l  o r g a n is a t io n *  But he r e fu s e d  t o  comply  

w ith  H o lk ar*s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a c t i v e  su pp ort a g a i n s t  t h e  E n g l i s h ,  which  

was th e  r e t l  o b j e c t  o f  h i s  v i s i t .  I t  i 3  however a  m is ta k e  t o  con

c lu d e ,  a s  h as been done bp most w r i t e r s ,  t h a t  R a n j i t  S in g h ’ s  mind 

was aade up on t h i s  p o in t  b e fo r eh a n d , or even  t h a t  h i s  answer was 

^uick and d e c i s i v e .  The f o l l o w i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  no doubt i n f l u 

enced h i s  judgm ent. I n  t h e  f i r s t  p la c e ,  R a n j i t  dreaded  t h e  d i s c i p 

l i n e  o f  t h e  E n g l is h  army, w hich he had j u s t  o b serv ed  in  d i s g u i s e  on 

th e  banks o f  t h e  B i a s .  He t o l d  C a p ta in  Wade in  1827 how im p ressed  

he had b een  w ith  t h e  s p e c t a c l e  o f  H olkar*a hundred thousan d  s o ld ie r ®  

f l y i n g  b e f o r e  a few t r a in e d  b a t t a l i o n s  under Lord Lake. The con -

P )  See  T y T r ik h -I -R a r il i t  S in g h , f . 2 4 6 .



e lu s io n  w hich he n a t u r a l l y  drew was t h a t  t h e  a d d i t io n  o f  a sm all 

Sikh f o r c e  t o  t h e  v a s t  horde o f  t h e  M arhatta  c h i e f  would n ot change  

t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  S e c o n d ly ,  R a n j i t  was a d v is e d  a g a in s t  j o i n i n g  Holkar

c o u n s e l l o r s .  L a s t l y ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s i t u a t i o n  a r i s i n g  from t h e  pre

sence o f  t h e  E n g l is h  f o r c e  on t h e  border o f  h i s  own t e r r i t o r y  o f f e r 

ed l i t t l e  t e m p ta t io n  t o  R a n j i t  S ingh  t o  p lu n ge  i n t o  an armed i n t e r 

v e n t io n ;  f o r  even  a s l i g h t  r e v e r s e  would have brought t h e  enemy t o  

A m ritsar, i n  t h e  very  h e a r t  o f  h i s  sm all kingdom. But n e v e r t h e l e s s  

a3 appears from h i s  own su b seq u en t c o n v e r s a t io n s  w ith  C aptain  W ade^  

he long wavered betw een  a c c e p ta n c e  and r e f u s a l  o f  H olk ar*s p r o p o sa l;

and was f i n a l l y  so d i s t r a c t e d ,  betw een  t h e  two a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h a t  he
(2 )decided  h i s  c o u r se  by l o t .

F in a l l y  t h e  S ikh  r u le r  a v a i l e d  h im s e l f  c f  t h i s  o p p o r tu n ity  t o  

propose a t r e a t y  o f  f r i e n d s h ip  t o  t h e  E n g l is h  g e n e r a l .  A p rec ed en t

( 1 )  These c o n v e r s a t io n s  to o k  p la c e  in  IB and 13 3 1 , and formed th e  
s u b j e c t  of v a r io u s  com m unications by Capt.Wade t o  th e  h e s id e n t  
at D e h l i  and th e  G overn or-G en era l. See  Wade t o  R e s id e n t ,  1 s t .  
August, 132,7; and Wade t o  t h e  G overn or-G en era l, 3 1 s t .M a y , 1831  
Bengal P o l i t i c a l  C o n s u l t a t io n s ,  Range 1 2 5 , v o l . 3 3 ,  and Range 
126, v o l .^ O i ( I n d ia  C f f i c e  ^3S.,0. S e e - a l s o  dm dut-u l-T w arikh ,
D a fta r  11 , page 60 . k&ulo

( 2 )  See p a g e £ t 7 ° f  'the p r e s e n t  work.

by h i s  m a tern a l u n c le ,  Bhag S ingh o f  J in d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  by h i s  own



fo r  *ueh a p ro p o sa l  e x i s t e d  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  s e v e r a l  C i s - 3 a t l u j  c h i e f s

>ion. Bin j i t  s e n t  P atch  S in gh  Sh'1 uwll i a  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  c-unp, t o

! tween t h e  Honourable B a st  I n d i a  Company and t h e  S ir d a r s  Ran j i t  S ingh  

and ?* teh  S in g h -w

In  1306 R a n j i t  S ingh had tu rn ed  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  r i c h  la n d s  

o f  Ualwa which ^  beyond t h e  G a t lu j .  The p r e t e x t  f o r  sm Snv^sicm  

by x r e q u e s t  f o r  h e lp  fror4 t h e  C h ie f  o f  Babh& a g a in s t  

th  .t o f  P a t ia la *  Having c r e a s e d  t h e  S a t lu j  a t  th e  head o f  a f o r c e ,  

R an j\t  ca p tu red  Ludhiana from i t s  Mohammedan owner and made i t  e v e r  

t o  h i s  u n c le  B hig  3ingh* He th e n  sc o red  s e v e r a l  minor s u c c e s s e s  

which cau sed  alarm i n  t h e  mind o f  t h e  c h i e f  who had sou ght h i  a a s s i s 

ta n c e ,  and who now bought o f f  h i s  a b r o a c h  by t h e  payment o f  t r i b u t e
( l )

ano a few guns* Ran j i t  r e tu rn ed  t o  t h e  Pan jab  v i a  X&ngra. He 

crea ted  t h e  3 a t l u j  a g a in  in  t h e  f o l 1 owing year*  t c  s e t t l e  a  d i s p u t e  

between t h e  r u le r  o f  P a t i a l a  ana h i s  w i f e  and again secu red  f o r  U ia -

( 1 )  R a n j i t  a t  t h i s  t im e  d id  n o t  f e e l  h im s e l f  s t r o n g  enough t o  sub
j u g a t e  a l l  t h e  H&lwa c h i e f s ,  and c o n te n te d  h im s e l f  w ith  ex a c
t i o n s  o f  guns and money- See M e tc a l f e  t o  G overn or-G en era l,  
i3 t h - J u n e ,  1309: B engal P o l i t i c a l  C o n s u l t a t io n s 9 ( I n d ia  O f f i c e

who had con c lu d ed  agreem en ts  w ith  Lord L a ie  d u r in g  h ia  r e c e n t  e x c u r  

d r i»  up t h e  term s o f  an agreem ent which would p le d g e  * f r i e n d s h ip  b e -
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a e l f  more £ttn« •< t r c  . H avi ~ -w - t •. v u  j « v t r * l

o th e r  . i ^ c e s ,  he r e tu r n e d  t o  Lahore* Xn 1308 , e t a  th e  M aharaja1 

3jf 3"tcia-*1**c g/_.rC-«->»>isjn4> u *u >;i cwi jjiiii u iu cr  i*Xu o«ui^uvi iiijf alraoat ^1X

t h e  o ikh  S ir d a r s  on t h e  n o r th  s l u e  o f  t h e  S v t l u j ,  he d ep u ted  XXe ân 

Mohkxm Chand t o  s e t t l e  th e  Icvnds con quered  in  t h e  ; r e v i e a s  y e a r  on 

t h e  l e f t  bank o f  t h e  r i v e r .  U a n j i t f 3 in r o a d s  i n  t h a t  q u a r te r  had 

a 'r e a d y  e x c i t e d  alarm  among t h e  C i s - 3 a t l u j  c h i e f t a i n s ,  who noir greu  

d t i l  more a p p r e h e n s iv e  o f  hX3 p o l i c y .  But tu e y  ^ ere  to o  wea&. xn— 

d iv id u a l /!  y t o  o ,  t/cae him , and t o o  much d iv id e d  t o  a c t  t o g e t h e r *  hence  

th e y  d e c id e d  t o  seek  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h .  The d e c i s i o n  

aras made a f t e r  aoae d e l i b e r a t i o n ,  i n  which E n g l is h  o v e r lo r d  s h ip  was

p r e fe r r e d  t o  t h a t  o f  Ran j i t ,  a lth o u g h  b oth  were r e c o g n is e d  a s  a

("• )n e c e s s a r y  ev i l .* "  A d e p u t a t io n  v i s i t e d  B e h l i  on t h e i r  b e n a l f  i n  

March 13 0 8 , b ut i t  d id  n o t  su c c e e d  i n  s e c u r in g  a n y th in g  bey cad vague

^  T“4m t> 4^ /rn

Z o X iL  JLoJCk L  t t y u d G  f f i u  K % *C )J£JL  i s  i f c  n ^ n c
faute £L oJ*9 ftS*.-

t  Y yu ijj LlfyXlsb (jffylo^O t*r& £ *r&J I &JUJU4;> $■> £y'i„Ct'?dbb/u?.

f s )  9 /b /4  C ’t f 'J S 0? f y  *//*̂  <hf' -r*'0> ̂ J ~ J ^ /C //bS-r'?'i, b  r lX 'c

t y ' i / /  **?*". s \ i  * £ i v  i/4 x Z S  ij/ i y

y 1  ̂ **

fO /

C. J f r  z , j  u ^ \ J , f  l u 7



and u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  e x p r e s s io n s  o f  good-ri i l l  - ^ E a n j l t  a l s o  heard  o f  

t i l l s  d e p u t a t io n ,  and cen t  u r g e n t  m e sse n g e r s  w ith  r e a s s u r a n c e s  which  

f a i l e d  t o  produce any e f f e c t .

To u n d ersta n d  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  Company1 s  Government to w a rd s  

i  th e  In d ia n  r u l e r s ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t c  go back t o  t h e  t im e  o f  Lord 

W e -ie s le y .  Under him t h e  B r i t i s h  power hod made ra p id  s t r i d e s  in  

In d ia .  As a r e s u l t  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  a g a in s t  t h e  Mc*r h a t t a a , i t  had  

acqu ired  a paramount p o s i t i o n  a s  f a r  a s  D e h l i .  The forward p o l i c y  

! o f  Lord W e l l e s l e y ,  how ever, had met w ith  s t r o n g  d is a p p r o v a l  i n  Eng

land; and, a f t e r  t h e  r e v e r s e  o f  C o lo n e l  Munson, t h e  G overnor-G eneral  

was r e c a l l e d  and L i3  p o l ic y  op en ly  condemned by th e  D i r e c t o r s .  H is  

i s u c c e s s o r ,  Lord C o r n w a l l i s ,  came t o  I n d ia  w ith  e x p r e s s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  

i t c  avoid  a l l  e x t e n s io n  o f  E n g l is h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  He however d ie d  

soon a f t e r  f t is  a r r i v a l  and was su cceed ed  by S ir  George Barlow , who> • W , _v

; h e ld  o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  two y e a r s  (1&Q5-X&G7), pen d in g  th e  a p p o in t -  

| meat o f  a Governor -G e n e r a l from England. Barlow adhered t o  t h e

p o licy  t o  which h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r  was p le d g e d ,  i n  &;, i t e  o f  t h e  remona-
■
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t r a n c e s  o f  Lord Lake and s e v e r a l  o th e r  A n g lo -In d ia n  o f f i c i a l s *  What

ever  may have been t h e  u l t im a t e  e f f e c t  o f  i t s  w orking and t h e  su b se 

quent v ie w s  o f  i t 3 so u n d n e ss ,  i t  was a t  t h a t  t im e  d i c t a t e d  e q u a l ly  

by th e  Companyf s i n s t r u c t i o n s  and by c o n s id e r a t i o n s  o f  economy. 

Barlow m oreover had no o b v io u s  r e a so n  t o  d ep a r t  from t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  

u n d e r ly in g  i t ,  which were a c c e p t a b le  t o  t h e  Whig s e c t i o n  o f  th e  

m in is tr y  i n  power i n  E ngland. The p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  in  I n d ia ,  

t o o ,  p o in te d  t o  no u rg en t  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  f r e s h  a l l i a n c e s  w ith  n a t iv e  

powers. There was no danger t h r e a t e n in g  from t h e  N orth-W est, a s  

had been th e  c a s e  s i x  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  Between t h e  In d u 3 and th e  

S a tlu j  la y  a la r g e  number o f  S ikh  p r i n c i p a l i t i e s ,  which were to o  d i 

vided among t h e m s e lv e s  t o  make t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  f e l t  by t h e  E n g l is h .  

The ftalwa cou n try  was l i k e w i s e  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  weak Sikh c h i e f 

t a i n s ,  whose r e c e n t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w ith  t h e  E n g l is h  I  have s t a t e d  i n  

th e  p reced in g  p ara g ra p h s . At D e h l i ,  t h e  E n g l is h  R e s id e n t  had sup

p lanted  t h e  a u th o r i t y  and i n f l u e n c e  o f  S in d h ia .  Under a more v ig o r 

ous and a m b it io u s  G overn or-G en era l, such a s i t u a t i o n  m ight have been



I

—so—

t tr*;*tdtrU . ' t c a U i r - . /  f a v o u ra b le  f o r  t h e  e x t e n s io n  o f  B r i t i s h  i n 

f lu e n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  t h e  o c c a s io n  no» a ro se  through  t h e  S ikh
i * • • • ,

Chief:*f o ?h re  .u^&t f o r  p r o t e c t io n *  T h e ir  p a s t  s e r v i c e s  And t h e i r  

pr«?s*nt i n t e r n a l  s t r i f e  are a Id  have s u p p l ie d  p o l i t i c a l  and Moral co n -  

s iu e  r a t io  no >trc:ig enough t o  j u s t i f y  a d e v i a t i o n  from a cc en te d  p r in -  

c l  1 ca . Such a cutir »e however «u s r e j e c t e d  by S ir  George B a r ic # ;  

ana the e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  C i s - S a t l u j  P r in c e s  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  B n g l is h  pro

t e c t i o n  rem ained i n  abeyance.

Barlow was succeeaed in  th e  Cover ar-G eneralsh ip  by Loru Minto 

in  ISO?• Although Ltinto had r e c e iv e d  in s tr u c t io n s  from th e d ir e c 

to r s  s im ila r  t c  t h o s e  o f  h i s  p red ecessor , n e v e r th e le ss  he stood  on 

an e n t i r e l y  d if f e r e n t  fo o t in g  in  h is  r e la t io n s  # ith  h is  su p er io rs .

In  the  f i r s t  p la c e , he had been th e  P resid en t o f  th e  Board o f Cov.trol 

i n  the m in i s t r y  o f  1305; and th e  i n f l u e n c e  d e r iv e d  from t h a t  o f f i c e  

w *a f  r̂ rwre commanding and c o n s id e r a b le  than « h a t  c o u ld  be claim ed  

by h is  p r e d e c e s s o r , th e  s e n io r  member o f  th e  G overnor-General1s  Coun

c i l .  S e c o n d ly ,  Lord i i n t o f u n om in ation  im p l ie d  a compromise betw een



th e  v iew s o f  t h o s e  who b e l i e v e d  in  W e l l e s l e y ' s  p o l i c y ,  and t h o s e  who 

advocated  t h e  th e o r y  o f  n o n - in t e r v e n t io n .  Minto b e lo n g ed  t o  none 

o f  tiKOse p a r t i e s .  T h ir d ly ,  M in to 's  appoin tm ent was f o l lo w e d  by t h e  

change o f  m in i s t r y  i n  England; and t h e  Whigs under whom h i s  s e l e c t i o n  

was niade l e f t  o f f i c e  soon a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  in  I n d ia .  T h is  f a c t  

l e f t  him much l i b e r t y  o f  a c t i o n  in  fo r m u la t in g  h i s  p o l i c y .  But t h e  

l a 3t  and t h e  g r e a t e s t  d i f f e r e n c e  in  h i s  and h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r ' s  p o s i 

t i o n  a r o s e  from th e  changed s i t u a t i o n  o f  Europe and I n d ia .

Soon a f t e r  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  new G overnor-G enera l i n  I n d ia ,  

th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  in  Europe underwent a r a d ic a l  ch an ge .

The peace o f  T i l s i t  was con c lu d ed  i n  June 18G7, anu marked t h e  zen 

i t h  of  N a p o le o n 's  ^ower. R u s s ia  was now j o in e d  t o  th e  fo r m id a b le  

array o f  t h e  en em ies  o f  England; and, w ith  t h e  e x c e p t io n  o f  ♦Sweden, 

th e  s h o le  o f  Europe had 3 id ed  w ith  t h e  F rench . Schemes f o r  t h e  con

quest o f  t h e  E n g l is h  p o s s e s s i o n s  in  t h e  E ast were bei.ng h atch ed  by 

Napoleon; and t h e  o u t lo o k  became g r a v e r  a s  t h e  c o - o p e r a t io n  o f  

France and R u ss ia  grew more p ro b a b le .  The danger t h r e a t e n in g  t h e



peace o f  I n d ia  began t o  engage t h e  a t t e n t i o n  both  o f  Lora Minto anti

th e  n i n i a t e r 3  i n  England. The form er w rote from I n d ia  on 2 n d .Febru

a ry , 1308: "As lo n g  a s  P rance m ight be engaged in  C o n t in e n ta l  wars

in  Europe, t h e  p r o j e c t  o f  d i r e c t i n g  h er  anas tow ards t h i 3  q u a r te r  

must be c o n s id e r e d  im p r a c t ic a b le ;  but i f  her a rm ies  have been  l i b e r 

a ted  by a p a c i f i c a t i o n  w ith  R u s s ia  and by th e  c o n t in u e d  su b m iss io n  

o f  the powers o f  Europe, t h e  advance o f  a  c o n s id e r a b le  f o r c e  o f  

French t r o o p s  i n t o  P e r s ia  under a c q u ie s c e n c e  o f  t h e  Turkish^anu Per

s ia n  powers can n ot be deexaed an u n d e r ta k in g  beyond t h e  sc o p e  o f  t h a t  

energy and p e r se v e r a n c e  which d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  p r e s e n t  r u le r  o f  Prance  

lainto th e n  goe3  on enum erating  t h e  o b s t a c l e s  in  t h e  way o f  a French  

march th rough  P e r s ia  and A fg h a n is ta n  i n t o  I n d i a ,  and c o n c lu d e s :  

"Ariuous a s  such an u n d e r ta k in g  must n e c e s s a r i l y  b e ,  we a re  n ot war

ranted i n  dee/aing i t  in  th e  ^ r e se n t  s i t u a t i o n  o f  a f f a i r s  t o  be a l t o 

gether  c h im e r ic a l  and im p r a c t i c a b le ,  under t h e  g u id a n ce  o f  a man 

whose energy  and s u c c e s s  appear a lm o st  commensurate w ith  h i3  a m b it io n  

We ieexa i t  our duty  t o  a c t  under a s u p p o s i t io n  o f  i t s  p r a c t i c a b i l i t y ,



vind to  au op t w h a tev er  m ea su res  a r e  i n  our judgem ent c a l c u l a t e d  t o

c o u n t e r a c t  i t ,  even  a t  t h e  h azard  o f  in ju r y  t c  acme l o c a l  and immcu-
(1 )

i a t e  i n t e r e s t s . "

Thu a i t  inas f o r  t h e  p u r p o se  o f  c o u n t e r a c t in g  t h e  su pp osed  de

s ig n s  o f  N apoleon  a g a i n s t  I n d i a ,  t h a t  Lord M inte d e p a r te d  from t h e  

p o l ic y  o f  n o n - i:  t e r v e n t i o n .  he s e n t  e m b a s s ie s  t o  P e r s i a ,  A fgipL ii-

atan , S in d h  uid t h e  P a n j : t h e  o b j e c t  b e in g  11 t o  c o n c i l i a t e  t h e

p r i n c e s  * and t o  obtvxin t h e i r  p e r m is s io n  t c  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e i r

t e r r i t o r i e s  f o r  t h e  p urpose  o f  o p p o s in g  t h e  F rench  i n  t h e i r  p r o j e c t 

ed in v a s io n  o f  I l i n d o s t a n .................and t o  e s t a b l i s h  such  d e f e n s i v e  en

gagem ents *>ith t h e s e  govern m en ts  a s  may o b t a in  t h e i r  c o - o p e r a t i o n ,

or at l e a s t  t h e i r  f r i e n d l y  a id  and a s s i s t a n c e ,  t o  our m i l i t a r y  operor-
( 2 )

t i o n s  und t o  our c a u s e  g e n e r a l l y . "  At t h e  same t im e  h i s  a t t i t u d e  

tow ards t h e  C is^ -S a tlu j  C h i e f s  was m o d i f i e d ,  and i t  became lu& nifest  

t h a t  h e  in te n d e d  t o  r e v e r s e  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  p r e v io u s  y e a r .  I n  

March, 1 3 0 3 ,  he tvrote: "A lthough  a s  a  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e ,  we c o r d i a l l y  

r e c o g n is e  t h e  wisdom and t h e  j u s t i c e  o f  a b s t a i n i n g  from  a l l  i n t e r -

( 1 )  "Lord M into i n  In d ia "  ., p a g es  lo j -* .

( 2 )  "Lord M into i n  I n d i a " ,
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f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  c o n t e s t s ,  d i s p u t e s ,  and c o n ce r n s  o f  s t a t e s  w ith  which  

we are u n co n n ected  by t h e  o b l i g a t i o n s  o f  a l l i a n c e ,  and a re  f u l l y  

con v in ced  o f  t h e  em barrassm ents Ao f  e x te n d in g  our p r o t e c t io n  t o  p e t t y  

c h i e f t a i n s ,  who a r e  u n ab le  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i e s  from t h e  

a g g r e s s io n s  o f  more p ow erfu l n e ig h b o u r s ,  y e t  we a re  d is p o s e d  t o  th in k  

t h a t  c a s e s  may occu r  i n  which^tem porary d e v i a t i o n  from t h o s e  g e n e r a l  

p r i n c i p l e s  may be a m easure o f  d e f e n s i v e  p o l i c y ,  t h e  n e g l e c t  o f  which  

might lo a d  t e  t h e  productions o f  much more danger and embarrassmentK
than  t h e  p r o s e c u t io n  o f  i t ,  and t h a t  t h e  c e r t a i n  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  

Rajakof Lahore t o  s u b ju g a te  t h e  s t a t e s  s i t u a t e d  betw een  t h e  

and th e  f r o n t i e r  o f  our dom inion^ w ou ld , under o th e r  c ir c u m sta n c e s  

than t h e  p r e s e n t ,  c o n s t i t u t e  a c a s e  on w h ich , on grounds o f  s e l f -  

d e fe n c e ,  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h j p l f o r  t h e  p urpose o f  pre

v e n t in g  t h e  e x e c u t io n  o f  such a p r o j e c t ,  would be e q u a l ly  j u s t  and 
( 1 )

p r u d e n t .” I n  a n o th er  d e s p a tc h ,  w r i t t e n  about t h e  same t im e ,  he 

sa id :  "Rtfcnj&fc had a lo n e  b een  in d u ced  t o  m e d ita te  t h e  e x t e n s io n  o f

h ia  d om in ion s o v e r  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  b etw een  t h e  3tttlft£*and t h e  Jumm^

(1 ]  ttLord Minto i n  I n d i a ” , page



by a m a n i f e s t a t io n  o f  our i n t e n t i o n  n o t  t c  e x e r c i s e  t h o s e  r i g h t s  u f  

supremacy e v e r  t h e  Southern  S ik h s  w hich had been e x e t c i s e d  by t h e  

Mar hot t  a s .  I f  we h u i n e t  vt an e a r ly  p e r io d  o f  t im e  d e c la r e d  t h e  

Sikh c h i e f s  t o  be e n t i r e l y  in d e p e n d en t  o f  oar control^* i f  a t  t h e  

j t im e  vhen t h e  R a j a t - r e j e c t e d  h i s  f i r s t  in v a s io n  o f  t h e s e  t e r r i t o r i e s  

we hau d e c la r e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e a j  or  even  i f  we hod a t 

tended t o  t h e  u n i t e d  s o l i c i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c h i e f s  o f  t h o s e  t e r r i t o r i e s  

about t h e  m id d le  o f  l a s t  y e a r  t o  p r o t e c t  them a g a in s t  a second  pro

j e c t e d  i n v a s i o n ,  by announcing t h a t  r e s o l u t i o n ,  no doubt can be e n t e r 

ta in e d  t h a t  th e  mere d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  i t  would have been  s u f f i c i e n t  t o
( 1 )d e ter  Rlwnjfcfc S ingh  from t h e  e x e c u t io n  o f  h i s  d e s i g n . ” Thus Lord 

M livto's v ie w s  were d e f i n i t e l y  formed b e f o r e  M e tc a l f e  s t a r t e d  from  

B e k li  cn h i s  m is s io n  t o  E o n j i t  S ingh  on t h e  t w e l f t h  o f  A ugust, 1808 ,  

t h e  o s t e n s i b l e  o b j e c t  o f  h i s  v i s i t  b e in g  t h e  o p p o s i t io n  o f  t h e  de

s ig n s  o f  N apoleon . I n  t h e  lo n g  memorandum o f  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d  

by th e  G overnor-G en eral t o  t h e  young d i p l o m a t i s t ,  i t  was e x p r e s s ly  

en jo in e d  Upon t h e  l a t t e r  t o  adopt a n o n -co m m itta l a t t i t u d e  on t h e

p  } wLoi d -4into In In d ia"  , page I



i*a«stion o f  th e  C is -S a t lu j  S ta tes . M etca lfe ’ s a r r iv a l  in  Kasur, 

h i 3  in te r v ie w s  w ith Hanj i t  S ingh , the  communication o f th e  ob jec t o f 

h is  m issio n , the R a ja1a evasive answers, the 3udd^n b reak -jp  of Ran- 

j i t  *3 camp, h is  march across the  S a t lu j , the  redaction  o f F a rid k o t, 

tta lerk o tla , Ambala and Thaneswar, h is ”turban a ll ia n c e ” w ith the  ru le r  

o f P a tia la , and h is  re -c ro ss in g  o f the r iv e r  S a tlu j - —  these are  

fa c ts  too  well-known to  req u ire  re p e t it io n . M etca lfe  described th is  

strange behaviour o f the Raja as "an extraord inary  Instance o f sus

p ic io n , h a s t in e s s  and d is resp ec t” ; and la te r  on summed up the  re~ 

sults  o f  f ta n j it 's  recent invasion  as fo llo w s; " Inc lu d in g  those 

c h ie fs  who have attended him in  th is  exp ed itio n , h is  sovereignty has 

been com pletely  acknowledged by a l l  the Sikh C hiefs w ith  two excep

tio n s ”  the Rajas o f x’utflfcalaiand Thanestfcir. I t  seems th a t R*n-

j i t * s  o b jec t in  adopting a course so unexpected and provoking to  the  

English envoy was to  a v a il h im self o f the in te rv a l which must neces

s a rily  pass between M etca lfe *s  communications to  th e  Governor-General 

and the la t t e r * s  response, by converting h is  designs in to  an accomp

l i ?
(1 )  S e e also M etca lfe  to  Edmonstone^iafc Kasur, 2tVth.September and

2 0 th .October,1308, quoted by Kaye in  h is  L ife  o f Lord M etca lfe , 
v o l. I ,  pageo *71-72. From these le t t e r s  i t  appears th a t  Ran j i t  had 
reached the  v ic in i ty  o f th e  B r it is h  fro n t ie r -p o s t  a t K arna l, 
reducing almost a l l  th e  notable c h ie fs  to  sub jection .
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l i s h e d  f a c t .  The Sikh ru le r  In  fa c t  l i d  not a ttach  ranch importance 

to  M e t c a l f e ' s  v i s i t .  Cf the  s itu a tio n  beyond P ers ia  he was p e rfe c t

l y  ig n o r a n t .  Nor d id  he fe e l  disposed to  take  in to  consideration  a 

danger so remote and c o n je c tu ra l. His mind was f ix e d  on ob jects  

| more t a n g i b l e  and eas ie r o f re a lis a t io n . Hence he f e l t  in c lin e d  to  

a ttr ib u te  the v i s i t  o f the  English envoy to  the  in te n tio n  o f th a t  

Government t o  thw art h is  designs against the MSlwa Sikhs. When th e
V

Envoy to ld  the  Maharaja a t Kasur th a t  he did  not possess any in s tru c 

tions  on th a t p o in t, R a n jit  c le v e rly  took him a t h is  word and c la im -
( 1 )

ed and exercised fo r  h im self f u l l  l ib e r ty  o f action  in  the m a tte r.

Meanwhile M etca lfe  remained a passive spectator o f the sp o lia 

t io n  o f the  s ta tes  which h is  government intended u lt im a te ly  to  pro

te c t . He did make a p ro tes t against R a n ji t1s high-handed move 

against the  very c h ie fs  who were on f r ie n d ly  terms w ith  the  E ng lish , 

but i t  fa i le d  to  produce any im pression. The a u th o r it ie s  a t Cal

cutta, a lso looked on, determined to  avoid a rupture w h ils t i t  was

(1 )  R a n jit  could hardly b rin g  h im self to  b e lie v e  th a t  the  counter
ac tio n  against danger from Napoleon was the re a l ob ject o f Met
c a l f e ’ s m ission. At the  same tim e, he argued th a t i f  i t  were 
r e a l ly  3 0 , why should the  English not y ie ld  to  h is  wishes fo r  
the  sake o f th e ir  own in te re s ts . Thus he fra n k ly  to ld  the  
Envoy th a t he would agree to  an a llia n c e  on the  one condition  
t h a t  h is  C is -S a tlu j p ro je c t should not be in te r fe re d  w ith .
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s t i l l  uncerta in  whether the clouds in  the d is ta n t horiaon would burst 

upon them or d isperse. " I  do not th in k ” , wrote Lord M in t& ^  " th a t  

we should be ju s t i f ie d  in  po in t o f po licy  in  breaking a t present w ith  

Rfcnjflfcfc Singh. The point to  aim a t in  our present tran sac tio n s  w ith  

th e  R a ja io f Lahore appears to  b e ,th a t we should keep ourselves as 

f r e e  as can be done w ithout a ru p tu re . I  should on th is  p r in c ip le  

ra th e r  wish to  p ro tra c t than acce le ra te  the  t r e a ty ."  S t i l l  the  

s itu a t io n  which had a risen  out o f the  success o f the P rin ce ’ s la te  

exp ed itio n  was too d e lic a te  to  allow  the  Governor-General to  main

t a in  a passive or even tem porising a t t i tu d e . For he be lieved  th a t  

"to d ec la re  th a t we do not consent to  the  proposed conquests, and 

a t the same tim e to  look on w hile  they are achieved, is  a contra

d ic t io n  ca lcu la ted  a lik e  to  a lie n a te  the  Sikhs and to  provoke the  

enmity o f Singh." Consequently, he issued orders to  the

Commander-in-Chief to  prepare fo r  an advance. A more decided step,

however, was not token, u n t i l  a sudden change in  th e  European s itu a -
( 2 )

t io n  precluded the  e a rly  p o s s ib il i ty  o f the  French invasion  o f In d ia .

(1 )  Kaye1 s L i fe  o f Lord M e tc a lfe , v o l . I ,  page

( 2 )  See Governor-General to  Ochterloney, 3 0 th .J u n e ,1309: Bengal 
P o l i t ic a l  C onsu ltations, ( In d ia  O ffic e  MSS.*).

fU ts v x l9
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Wit h t h e  c e s s a t i o n  of th a t  fe a r , ceased also the necessity fo r  an 

a llia n c e  w ith  R a n jit ,  esp e c ia lly  a t the expense of C i» -5 a t lu j lands. 

M e tc a lfe  was now informed th a t  the English government d id  not regard  

the proxim ity o f R a n j i t f s m il i ta r y  dominions as conducive to  the  

safety o f i t s  own; th a t the  extension o f the  Raja*s a u th o rity  over 

the MSlwa country could not be to le ra te d ; th a t R a n jit  should con

sider the r iv e r  S a tlu j as the  eastern boundary o f h is  kingdom; th a t  

a n i l i t a r y  post should henceforth be estab lished a t Ludhiana to  look  

a fte r  the  in te re s ts  o f th e  Company; and, la s t ly ,  th a t  non-compliance 

i w ith t h e s e  terms by the  RSja would in vo lve  the a c tiv e  h o s t i l i t y  o f 

the English. A le t t e r  from the  Governor-General addressed to  R a n jit  

Singh accompanied M etca lfe *s  in s tru c tio n s .

Before the  f in a l  decis ion  o f th e  Governor-General reached Met

c a lfe , he had moved from h is  place on the  S a tlu j to  A m ritsar, w hither 

the Sikh c h ie f had returned a f te r  re -cross ing  the  r iv e r .  M i l i ta r y  

encounters had given place to  fe a s ts  and re ve ls ; and “i t  had become 

as d i f f i c u l t  fo r  the young d ip lo m a tis t to  f in d  the  R^ja sober, as i t
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had been to  overtake him in  h i3  f l ig h t s ,"  In  s p ite  o f repeated  

e ffo r ts , M etca lfe  could not induce R a n jit  to  rep ly  to  h is  proposi

tio n s . Soon a fterw ards , the  P rince , ta k in g  advantage o f re lig io u s  

disturbances in  the  c i t y ,  brought about —  among other causes —  b y  

the conduct c f  h is  m istress , withdrew to  Lahore, fo llow ed by th e  En

voy. W hile a t Lahore R a n jit  continued to  p ro c ra s tin a te , u n t i l  Met

c a lfe  made a strong remonstrance. Cne or two in te rv ie w s  then took  

place, but w ith  no d e f in ite  re s u lt .  Sometimes th e  w ily  c h ie f plead

ed h i3  in a b i l i t y  to  answer owing to  the absence o f some o f h is  m ini

sters, and sometimes on the  p lea o f in d is p o s itio n . In  short, every

(1 ) W hile re -cross ing  the  S a t lu j , R a n jit  had tw ice  agreed to  see 
th e  Envoy, but had changed h is  mind. "On th e  29th . u ltim o ", 
wrote lle tc a lfe , "RttrnjtfCt*£s*ent me a p o lite  l e t t e r ,  inform ing me 
th a t  he would be at. Eesearco to  meet me on the  f i r s t  o f th is  
month. On the  day fix e d  I  received a le t t e r  from him, contain
in g  h is  excuses fo r  net being a t Besaanx^ and proposing hi  a a* 
meeting on the S ttt lfc j . Before I  reached th a t  r iv e r ,  he had 
continued h is  march w ith  su rp ris in g  ra p id ity  to  1ftmritsiur.....RiM>- 
j€Cb Singh, in  everyth ing th a t he undertakes, is  im p atien t; but  
th e  cause o f h is  ex traord inary  im patience o n .th is .o ccas io n  was 
a d e s ire  to  see h is  fa v o u r ite  m iatre33 , M ora^^ rrm i whom he haa 
been separated fo r  nearly  th re e  months. In  her arms he has 
been re s tin g  a f te r  the fa tig u e s  o f h is  campaign." The Envoy 
also  mentions how he d e live re d  the  le t t e r  o f th e  Governor- 
General to  R a n jit ,  who kept i t  fo r  several days w ithout being  
ab le  to  read i t  on account o f strong doses of d r in k . (Kaye’ s 
L i f e  o f Lord M e tc a lfe , v o l. / , p a g (frt& urtZ j + .
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day brought new e x c u s e s ,  which h i s  m i n i s t e r s  t r i e d  t o  e x p la in  away

( 1 )by a l l  3 o r t s  o f  f a n t a s t i c  argu m en ts. A c r i s i s  in d e e d  was approach

in g ,  owing t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t r o o p s  by t h e  Sikh r u le r  on t h e  one  

hand, and t h e  advance o f  a s t r o n g  detachm ent tow ard s  t h e  S a t lu j  under  

t h e  command o f  C o lo n e l  ^ a fte rw a rd s  S i r  D avid ) C c h te r lo n e y  on t h e  

o th e r -  M e tc a l f e  warned t h e  E n g l is h  C om m ander-in-C hief o f  t h e  m i l i 

t a r y  d a n g e rs  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  On 3 1 s t .D e c e m b e r , 18 0 3 , he w rote

from Lahore a m a s te r ly  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  v iew 3  and con d uct o f  t h e
( 2)

Sikh r u l e r ,  c o n c lu d in g  w ith  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  a speedy c o l l i s i o n .

( 1 )  M e tc a l f e  w ro te  t o  Bdmonstone: "I asked  what e x p la n a t io n  I
sh o u ld  o f f e r  t o  my governm ent f o r  t h e  d e la y  w hich had ta k e n  
p l a c e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Raja|L# ImaSm-fltfi-dto begged me t o  bear  
i n  mind t h a t  t h e  Raj at from t h e  e a r l i e s t  age  hold been w ith o u t  
c o n tr o l^  t h a t  h i s  d i s p o s i t i o n  had i n  co n seq u en ce  become un
g o v e r n a b le ;  t h a t  he had^xnroughout l i f e  a o ted  a c c o r d in g  t o  h i s  
p le a s u r e ;  t h a t  God had p ro sp ered  a l l  h i3  u n d e r ta k in g s ;  t h a t  
h e  had a c q u ir e d  a h a b i t  o f  a c t i n g  w ith o u t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  in 
c l i n a t i o n  o f  o t h e r s ;  and t h a t  a l lo w a n c e s  ought t o  be made f o r  
t h e s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  I  o b ser v ed  t h a t  t h e  R a j a ^  e c c e n t r i c i 
t i e s  were ogffifejfa enough and t h a t  X had o f t e n  been  amused by 
them ; t h a t  th e y  w ould^indeed  be very  e n t e r t a i n i n g  i f  th ey  d id  
n o t  i n t e r f e r e  so  much w ith  im p o r ta n t  b u s in e s s ;  but t h a t  I  co u ld  
n o t  s t a t e  them t o  my governm ent t o  a cc o u n t  f o r  t h e  Rajahs con
d u c t  , a s  any c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  them would be in a d m is s ib l e  ............"
V id e  K aye’ s L i f e  o f  Lord M e t c a l f e ,  v o l . |  , pagex^^^cnrfew ty

( 2 )  See K aye’ s L i f e  o f  Lord M e t c a l f e ,  v o l .  | , p a g es  2 9 3 -2 9 5 .
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Soon a f t e r  i t s  d e sp a tc h  t h e  Envoy broke t h e  news t o  R a n j it  o f  t h e  

advance o f  C c h te r lo n e y f a detachm ent* I t  seemed t o  "shock" t h a t  

C h ie f ,  who, l e a v i n g  t h e  room im m e d ia te ly ,  mounted h i s  h o r s e ,  and a  

few m in u tes  a f t e r  was se en  by M e tc a l f e  g a l l o p i n g  f u r i o u s l y  round t h e  

P a la ce  i n  a c i r c l e .  M e tc a l f e  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  a c t i o n  a s  one o f  "sur

p r i s in g  l e v i t y " ,  and s u g g e s t s  a s  an e x p la n a t io n  t h a t  i t  was R a n j i t * s  

proui and f i e r c e  n a tu r e  a im in g  a t  s e l f - c o n t r o l .  A f te r  d ism o u n tin g ,  

th e  P r in c e  to o k  h i s  s e a t  i n  a n o th e r  chamber o f  t h e  p a la c e ,  and de

puted. 4A z i z - u l - d i n  t o  re m o n str a te  v ig o r o u s ly  w ith  t h e  Envoy a g a in s t  

t h e  n e n a c in g  a t t i t u d e  o f  h i s  governm ent. M e tc a l f e  remained f irm  

and d ig n i f ie d ^   ̂ lA z iz - u l - d I n  re tu rn ed  t o  h i s  m a ster  and j o in e d  i n  

a le n g th y  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w ith  him. T here were p r e s e n t  s e v e r a l  o th e r  

S i r d l r s .  The m eet in g  was lo n g ;  and when t h e  m i n i s t e r s  r e tu r n e d  

t h e i r  con d u ct was so b er  and t h e i r  an sw ers  r e - a s s u r i n g .

I  need  n o t  e n te r  f u r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  d e la y  and p r o c r a s 

t i n a t i o n  which c o n t in u e d  f o r  some t im e  lo n g e r ,  d u r in g  which ev ery  

e v a s io n ,  compromise and c o n c i l i a t o r y  e f f o r t  was a ttem p ted  by R a n j i t* s

( l )  M e t c a l f e *3 f irm  a t t i t u d e  c a l l e d  f o r t h  R a n j i t * s  co m p la in t  t h a t
t h e  Envoy t r e a t e d  him a s  a J a g jr d a r  and n o t  a3 a r u le r .

(K aye*3 L i f e  o f  Lord ? 4 e t c a l f e ,  y o I .  | , p a g e3 o |
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c c u n s e l l o r s  t o  w h i t t l e  down t h e  demands o f  t h e  E n g l is h  or d e f i n e

thera in  such a vague manner a s  t o  p r e c lu d e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r

s u c c e s s f u l  r e a l i s a t i o n .  T h is  went on , t o g e t h e r  w ith  w a r - l ik e  p re

p a r a t io n s  on b oth  3 id e s ;  and a t  t im e s  M e tc a l f e  f e l t  t h a t  he ought  

t o  q u it  t h e  Pan j a b .  At l a s t  —  on t h e  6th* January —  R a n j i t  d e s 

patched one o f  h i s  o f f i c e r s  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  t r o c p 3  from Ambala, sc  a s

t o  avo id  c o l l i s i o n  w ith  t h o s e  under C c h te r lo n e y .  The l a t t e r  reach 

ed Ludhiana i n  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  F eb ru ary , 1 8 0 9 , and on t h e  9 t h .  o f  

t h a t  month C c h te r lo n ey  p ro c la im ed  E n g l is h  o v e r lo r d s h ip  o ver  t h e  C is -  

S a t lu j  l a n d s ,  and h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  op pose  t h e  in v a s io n  o f  t h o s e  la n d s  

by R a n jit  S in g h . R a n j i t  a c q u ie s c e d  i n  t h e  arrangem ent by e v a c u a t in g  

most o f  t h e  o c c u p ie d  t e r r i t o r y  a c r o s s  t h e  S a t lu j  i n  a slow  and h e s i 

t a t i n g  manner. Thereupon a t r e a t y  d e c la r a t o r y  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  a s  w e l l
( i )

a s  th e  new s t i p u l a t i o n s  was s ig n e d  on t h e  25-fo . A p r i l ,  18 0 9 . Thus 

ended t h e  most im p o rta n t  d ip lo m a t ic  t r a n s a c t i o n  e f f e c t e d  betw een  

R a n jit  S ingh  and t h e  E n g l i s h .

( 1 )  The T rea ty  l e f t  R a n j it  S ingh  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  t r a c t s  he had 
o c c u p ie d  t o  t h e  South o f  t h e  S a t lu j  b e f o r e  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  Met
c a l f e ' s  m is s io n .  The f r i e n d l y  c l a u s e s  were added a c c o r d in g  t o  
t h e  G overn or-G en era l*3 f i n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  and i n  c o n fo r m ity  
w ith  t h e  M a h a ra ja 's  s p e c i a l  d e s i r e  and r e q u e s t .  (K a y e 's  L i f e  
o f  Lord M e tc a lfe *  v o l . I ,  page 3 0 8 . )



C o n s id e r a t io n s  which may have l e d  R a n j it  S ingh t o  a v o id  t h e

a rb itra m en t  o f  war a re  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d er sta n d . He e n t e r t a in e d  

g r e a t  f e a r  o f  t h e  E n g l is h  arms and d i s c i p l i n e  3 in c e  t h e  v i s i t  o f  

Lord L ake. He had seen  how S in d h ia  and H olk ar, in  s p i t e  o f  p o s s e s s 

in g  n u m e r ic a l ly  s u p e r io r  f o r c e s ,  had f a i l e d .  He a l s o  w it n e s s e d  t h e  

adm irab le  con d uct o f  t h e  two com panies form in g  t h e  p e r s o n a l  e s c o r t  

o f  M e tc a l f e ,  i n  a r e c e n t  a f f r a y  w ith  t h e  A k a l ls  a t  A m r it s a r ^  Be

s i d e s ,  R a n j i t * s  a u t h o r i t y  o v er  t h e  Panjab was not y e t  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h 

ed . Most o f  h i s  S ir d a r s ,  h a v in g  been  r e c e n t ly  d i s p o s s e s s e d ,  were 

j e a lc u 3  o f  h i s  a scen d a n cy , and were a w a it in g  an o p p o r tu n ity  t o  shake  

i t  o f f ;  and p erh a p s , i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a  m i l i t a r y  r e v e r s e ,  th e y  m ight  

have r e v o l t e d  from R a n j i t  S ingh  and t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  

t h e  E n g l is h .

The im m ediate e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  t r e a t y  o f  1809 may be enum erated  

a3 f e l l o w s .  R a n j it* a  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  t h e  S a t lu j  a s  t h e  e a s t e r n  boun

dary o f  h i s  kingdom p rev e n ted  t h e  e x t e n s io n  o f  h i3  a u th o r i t y  over  t h e  

whole o f  t h e  S ik h  p o p u la t io n .  A r e a l  p o l i t i c a l  c l e a v a g e  was c r e a te d

( 1 )  T h is  i n c i d e n t  happened a few day3 b e fo r e  t h e  f i n a l  agreem ent  
betw een  R a n j it  and M e tc a l f e  and i s  s t a t e d  by many w r i t e r s  t o  
have g r e a t l y  im p r essed  t h e  form er w ith  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  
members o f  th e  e s c o r t ,  who, a l th o u g h  i n  a m in o r i t y ,  su cc eed ed  
in  b e a t in g  o f f  a sudden a t t a c k  by t h e  A k a l is  w ith o u t  s e r i o u s  
e f f o r t .
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fo r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  betw een  t h e  Manjha and t h e  Malwa 3 e c t io n 3  o f  t h e  

S ik h s .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  R a n j i t ! s  becom ing t h e  n a t io n a l  l e a d e r  o f  

th e  e n t i r e  S ikh  p e o p le  d isa p p e a r e d ;  and t h e  l o s s  t o  t h e  r u le r  o f  

Lahore was n ot o n ly  p o l i t i c a l  and t e r r i t o r i a l  but a l s o  econom ic .

Y et from a n o th er  p o in t  o f  v ie w , t h e  agreem ent which e s t a b l i s h e d  

a 3tron g  and f r i e n d l y  power a t  Ludhiana was o f  c o n s id e r a b le  b e n e f i t  

t o  R a n j it  S ingh  in  t h e  ra p id  ex p a n s io n  o f  h i s  dom inion  i n  o th e r  

d i r e c t i o n s .  A l l  danger o f  a g g r e s s io n  or h o s t i l i t y  from beyond t h e  

S a tlu j  was removed, a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  t im e  b e in g .  T h is  e n a b led  t h e  

Sikh c h i e f  t o  v e n tu r e  on d i s t a n t  e x p e d i t i o n s ,  and t o  throw t h e  whole  

w eight o f  h i s  arms a g a in s t  M ultan, Kashmir and Peshawar. The ad

v a n ta g es  d e r iv e d  from t h e  new s i t u a t i o n  were very  c o n s id e r a b le ;  and 

i t  may s a f e l y  be a s s e r t e d  t h a t  had t h e  E n g l is h  been d e f e a t e d  i n  t h e  

second M arhatta  war, and had S in d h ia  c o n s o l i d a t e d  h i3  power on both  

barks o f  t h e  Jamna, R a n j i t* s  kingdom co u ld  n ev er  have been a c q u ir e d ,  

could n ev er  even have b een  a t te m p te d .

H i s t o r i c a l l y  t h e  t r e a t y  h as  a g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  on a cc o u n t  o f
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i t s  l a t e n t  r a th e r  th a n  i t s  im m ediate  e f f e c t s .  I t s  u l t im a t e  e f f e c t  

on th e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  kingdom o f  Lahore was very u n fa v o u r a b le .  I t  

gave t o  t h e  E n g l is h  an amount o f  i n f l u e n c e  and a d e g r e e  o f  c o n t r o l  

over t h e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  R a n j it  S ingh  w ith  t h e  n e ig h b o u r in g  s t a t e s ,  such  

a s  S indh , Bahawalpur and A fg h a n is ta n ,  which th e y  o th e r w is e  c o u ld  not  

have a c q u ir e d .  T h is  f a c t ,  a s  we s h a l l  s e e  l a t e r  on, brought t h e  two 

powers t o  t h e  b r in k  o f  war i n  1BSC. L a s t l y ,  t h e  c l o s e  c o n t a c t  be

tween t h e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  two s t a t e s ,  t h e  r u l e r s  o f  ?riiich were imbued 

w ith  d i f f e r e n t  id e a s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t e g r i t y ,  was 

l i k e l y  t o  l e a d  t o  war. T h is  i s  c l e a r  from t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  recon 

c i l i n g  t h e  com m ercial p u r s u i t s  o f  t h e  E n g lis h  w ith  t h e  m i l i t a r y  am

b i t i o n s  o f  t h e  r u le r  o f  t h e  P anjab .

The C i s - S a t l u j  s e t t l e m e n t ,  brou ght about a s  i t  was by a m i l i 

ta ry  d e m o n s tr a t io n ,  l e f t  b eh in d  i t  a l e g a c y  o f  s u s p ic io n  and d i s 

t r u s t  which c o n t in u e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  Each s i d e  e n t e r t a in e d  

im aginary a p p r e h e n s io n s ,  p r o o f  o f  which was c o n s t a n t ly  sought i n  t h e  

o t h e r ’ s m i l i t a r y  or d ip lo m a t ic  a c t i v i t i e s .  The p o l i t i c a l  c o r r e s -
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pondence o f  t h e  Company• s A gents d u r in g  t h e  t h r e e  y ea r 3  f o l l o w i n g

t h e  agreem ent a r e  f u l l  o f  e x a g g e r a te d  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  h o s t i l e  i n t e n -
( 1 )

t io n 3  o f  t h e  S ik h  r u l e r .  The l a t t e r  t o o  wa3 not w ith o u t  h i3  f e a r s ,  

which r e v e a le d  th e m s e lv e s  i n  h i3  e f f o r t s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  f o r t s  and 

s tr e n g th e n  o u t p o s t s  on t h e  S a t lu j  f r o n t i e r .  By d e g r e e s  however t h i s  

mutual d i s t r u s t  was p a r t ly  removed. I n  1812 R a n j i t  i n v i t e d  C chter

lo n e y ,  t h e  E n g l is h  a g en t  a t  Ludhiana, t o  L ahore, t o  a t te n d  t h e  mar

r ia g e  o f  h i s  so n , P r in c e  Kharak S in g h . The i n v i t a t i o n  was a c c e p te d ,  

and th e  E n g l is h  a g en t  was r e c e iv e d  i n  a c o r d i a l  manner. The con

v e r s a t io n s  t h a t  to o k  p la c e  d u r in g  t h e  v i s i t  r e -a s s u r e d  both  p a r t i e s
( 2 )

regard in g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .

The y e a r s  from 1312  t o  181S were o f  g r e a t  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y  in  

th e  Panjab, t h e  r u le r  o f  which remained busy e x te n d in g  h i s  a u th o r i t y  

over t h e  o u t l y i n g  p o r t io n s ,  in c lu d in g  M ultan , Kashmir, t h e  D e r a ja t  

and Peshawar. C o n n ec tio n  w ith  t h e  E n g l is h  was m a in ta in ed  by means 

o f  an o c c a s i o n a l  exchange o f  f r i e n d l y  l e t t e r s  and com plim entary p r e s -

(1 )  See f o r  in s t a n c e :  R e s id e n t  a t  D e h l i  t o  C c h te r lo n e y ,  2 8 t h .J u n e ,
1309; and O c h ter lo n e y  t o  t h e  R e s id e n t  a t  D e h l i ,  1 5 t h .O c to b e r ,
5 t h . , 6 t h . , & 7 th .D ecem b er , 1 3 0 9 , and 5 t h . & 2 0 th .J a n u a r y  and 22nd.
A u gu st , 1810: B en ga l P o l i t i c a l  C o n s u l t a t io n s ,  ( I n d ia  O f f i c e  MSS.).

/Se&fuL
(2 )  T h is  i s  shown by t h e  r e a d in e s s  w ith  which t h e  G overn or-G en era l  

c o n s e n te d  a f t e r  C c h t e r l o n e y ^  v i s i t  t o  su pp ly  a la r g e  number o f  
m u sk ets  and f l i n t s  f o r  which t h e  Maharaja had a sk ed .
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e n t s  betw een  R a n j it  S ingh  and t h e  G overn or-G en era l. Though t h e  

a m b it io u s  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S ikh  r u le r  was c l o s e l y  watched by t h e  Eng

l i s h ,  an a t t i t u d e  o f  s t r i c t  n e u t r a l i t y  was m a in ta in ed  tow ards h i3

t r a n s a c t i o n s  w ith  a l l  c h i e f t a i n s  in  whom t h e  E n g lis h  were not a t
( 1 )

t h a t  t im e  in t e r e s t e d *

In  1822 a f r e s h  c r i s i s  a r o s e  b etw een  t h e  two governm ents o v er  a 

p la c e  c a l l e d  Wadhni. T h is  i s  s i t u a t e d  t o  t h e  so u th  o f  t h e  r i v e r  

S a t lu j .  I t  had been t r a n s f e r r e d  by R a n j it  S ingh t o  h i s  m o th e r - in -  

law , Sada Kaur, i n  1808* Sada Kaur was t r e a t e d  by t h e  E n g l is h  A gen ts  

a t  Ludhiana and Ambala a s  an in d e p e n d en t  head o f  t h e  Kanhya M i s l ,  and 

th e y  now wanted t o  p r o t e c t  her p o s s e s s i o n s  on t h e  l e f t  bank o f  t h e  

r i v e r .  The o c c a s io n  f o r  t h i s  a r o s e  from a q u a r r e l  w ith  her  s o n - i n -  

law* She was im p r iso n ed  by t h e  P r in c e ,  whose t r o o p s  o cc u p ie d  t h e  

f o r t  o f  Wadhni. On t h i s ,  t h e  Agent a t  Ludhiana o rd ered  an E n g l is h

( 1 )  The E n g l is h  r e fu s e d  t o  co u n ten a n ce  t h e  v a r io u s  p r o p o s a ls
o f  a l l i a n c e  and a s s i s t a n c e  t h a t  reach ed  D e h l i  a t  d i f f e r e n t  
t i m e s ,  e i t h e r  from t h e  r u le r  o f  Lahore or  from c h i e f s  l i k e  Raja  
SansSLr Chand o f  Kangra, t h e  Nawab o f  M ultan, t h e  W a z lr  o f  Kabul 
and t h e  noblemen o f  Kashm ir. R a n j i t  on t h e  o th e r  hand d id  n o t  
l i s t e n  t o  r e q u e s t s  f o r  h e lp  made by v a r io u s  r u l e r s  from beyond  
t h e  Jarana.

I n  1 8 1 7 -1 9 ,  and a g a in  i n  1 8 2 3 -2 5 ,  some d i s p u t e s  a r o s e  con
c e r n in g  t h e  tr e a tm e n t  o f  c e r t a i n  B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r s  on t h e  banks  
o f  t h e  S a t l u j  by t h e  Lahore o f f i c i a l s .  But t h e  m a tter  was 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  s e t t l e d ,  a s  much by R a n j i t *s c o n c i l i a t o r y  a t t i 
tu d e  a s  by t h e  f o r b e a r in g  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  G overn or-G en era l.
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detachm ent t o  e j e c t  t h e  S ik h s .  T h is  was done. R a n j i t  p r u d e n t ly  

avoid ed  a c o l l i s i o n ;  b u t ,  grow ing  a p p r e h e n s iv e  o f  h i s  n e ig h b o u r* s  

p o l i c y ,  he began d e f e n s i v e  p r e p a r a t io n s  w i t h in  h i s  own t e r r i t o r y ,  a3  

w e l l  a s  r e p r e s e n t in g  m a t te r s  t o  t h e  G o v ern o r-G en era l. The l a t t e r  

r e c o g n ise d  t h e  A g e n t 's  m is t a k e ,  and re ced e d  from t h e  p o s i t i o n  which  

had been ta k e n  up-^

At t h i s  t im e  French o f f i c e r s  had a r r iv e d  i n  Lahore and were en

t r u s t e d  w ith  t h e  t a s k  o f  m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i s a t io n .  T h e ir  a c t i v i t i e s  

i n  th e  n e x t  few y ea r 3  and t h e  su b seq u en t i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e i r  number 

e x c i t e d  a c e r t a i n  a n x ie t y  i n  B n g l is h  p o l i t i c a l  c i r c l e s .  By 1823  

t h e  isass o f  R a n j i t * s  d om in ion s had been  a c q u ir e d ;  and t h e  s t r a t e g i c  

f r o n t i e r s  o f  t h e  Panjab had been  re a c h e d . Hence t h e r e  was a com

p a r a t iv e  l u l l  i n  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y ,  a lth o u g h  t h e  e n e r g ie s  o f  t h e  

Maharaja were s t i l l  d ev o ted  t o  c r e a t i n g  a la r g e  d i s c i p l i n e d  f o r c e .  

D r i l l s  and p arad es  were c o n s t a n t ly  g o in g  on a t  t h e  c a p i t a l  under t h e  

v ig o r o u s  p e r s o n a l  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  French o f f i c e r s .  I t  was rumour

ed th a t  R a n j i t  v/as p r e p a r in g  f o r  an a t t a c k  on Sh ikarpu r; but t h e

( 1 )  Most o f  t h e  co r r e sp o n d e n ce  which to o k  p la c e  betw een  C ch te r lo n e y  
and t h e  R e s id e n t  a t  D e h l i  th r o u g h o u t  1822 b e a r s  on t h i s  t o p i c :  
B engal P o l i t i c a l  C o n s u l t a t io n s ,  ( I n d ia  O f f i c e  See a l s o
L ieu t .H u rr a y  t o  A .R o ss ,  17th.A? 2 0 t h .J u l y ,  1822: Panjab P r e s s
L i s t $ ,  v o l .V ,  page 3 3 .
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( 1 )
rumours proved t o  be prem ature. In  1 8 25-26  new c o m p l ic a t io n s

th r e a te n e d  t o  a r i s e  b etw een  R a n j i t  and t h e  Company, owing t o  t h e

f l i g h t  o f  P a teh  S ingh  A h lu w a lia  and K u tu b -u l-d in  Khan o f  Kasur

a c r o s s  t h e  S a t l u j ; but th e y  soon  a f te r w a r d s  r e tu rn ed  t o  t h e  Panjab

and th e  e x c i t e m e n t  s u b s id e d .  The a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  E n g l is h  i n  t h i s
( 3 )a f f a i r  was e n t i r e l y  r e a s o n a b le .

Towards t h e  end o f  1826 R a n j i t  S ingh  was a t ta c k e d  by s i c k n e s s ,  

and he so u g h t  t h e  a id  o f  Dr.M urray, an E n g l is h  army surgeon  a t  

Ludhiana. The l a t t e r  s ta y e d  w ith  R a n j i t  f o r  e i g h t  months and c l o s e 

l y  s tu d ie d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and m i l i t a r y  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  P anjab . H is

freq u en t  i n t e r v i e w s  w ith  t h e  M aharaja and h i s  S ir d a r s  en ab led  him t o
( 3 )c o l l e c t  an ex tre m e ly  u s e f u l  fund o f  in fo r m a t io n ,  which he r e g u la r ly  

su p p lie d  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  Ludhiana and D e h l i .  At t h e  same

( 1 )  S ee  R e s id e n t  a t  D e h l i  t o  G o v ern o r-G en era l,  5 th .N ovem ber, 1825;  
and C a p ta in  Murray t o  R e s id e n t  a t  D e h l i ,  8 th .N ovem b er, 1 8 2 5 :  
B en ga l P o l i t i c a l  C o n s u l t a t io n s ,  Range 1 2 4 , v o l . 3 3 ,  ( I n d ia  
O f f i c e  MSS.J. ,

JZeurvie

( 2 )  G overn or-G en era l t o  R e s id e n t  a t  D e h l i ,  2 8 h . A p r i l , 1327: B en ga l  
P o l i t i c a l  C o n s u l t a t io n s ,  ( I n d ia  O f f i c e  MSS.D. ,

( 2 )  S ee  a l a r g e  number o f  s e c r e t  l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  by Dr.Murray t o  
C a p ta in  Wade and t h e  R e s id e n t  a t  D e h l i :  B enga l P o l i t i c a l  Con
s u l t a t i o n s ,  fc&nge 1 2 5 , v o l s . 1 5 , 1 6 , 1 8 , 1 9 2 1 ,  ( I n d ia  O f f i c e

t h e s e  l e t t e r s  have n o t  h i t h e r t o  been  examined  
f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  p u r p o se s .
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t im e ,  Lord Amherst, t h e  new G overn or-G en era l, v i s i t e d  t h e  n o r th e rn  

p r o v in c e s ,  and e x c i t e d  b o th  t h e  f e a r  and c u r i o s i t y  o f  t h e  S ikh  r u le r .  

On h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  S im la , t h e  Maharaja th o u g h t  o f  a rr a n g in g  an i n t e r 

view w ith  him, and e x p r e s se d  h i s  i d e a s  on t h e  p o in t  t o  Dr.Murray 

s e v e r a l  t im e s ,  but owing t o  t h e  i n d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  R a n j i t  th e  m e e t in g  

never to o k  p la c e .  R a n j i t  however s e n t  in s t e a d  a com plim entary  

m is s io n ,  composed o f  Dewan M oti R&m and Fafyir Im a m -u l-d in , t o  S im la  

t o  wa.it upon t h e  G overn or-G en era l, who re tu rn ed  t h e  com plim ent by 

sen d in g  C a p ta in s  Wade and P earson  and Surgeon G erard. They v i s i t e d  

th e  Panjab in  t h e  m id d le  o f  1827 and were accord ed  a h ea rty  welcome  

by i t s  r u l e r .  In  1 8 2 7 -2 8  a new d i s p u t e  a r o s e  about t h e  M aharaja’ s

c la im s  over  Chamkaur, Anandpur, Makhowal and F erozep u r; but t h i s
( 1 )

was 3 0 o n  a fte r w a r d s  s e t t l e d  t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  b o th  p a r t i e s .

By t h i s  t im e  t h e  r e p u t a t io n  o f  t h e  r u le r  o f  t h e  Panjab had 

3pread f a r  and w id e . H is  f r i e n d s h ip  and g o o d - w i l l  were sought  

a l ik e  by d i s t a n t  and by n e ig h b o u r in g  r u l e r s ,  whose a g e n t s  f r e q u e n te d  

h i3  c o u r t .  The E n g l is h  were a l s o  becom ing i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o n s c io u s

(1 )  R a n j i t f s c la im  t o  th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  p la c e s  o th e r  th a n  
F erozep u r  was r e c o g n is e d  by t h e  E n g l i s h .
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o f  h i3  grow ing power. The f i n a l  d e f e a t  o f  Syed Ahmed i n  1831 added  

3 t i l l  g r e a t e r  p r e s t i g e  t o  h i s  name* The Sikh r u le r  now began t o  

ta k e  a k een er  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  n e ig h b o u r in g  kingdom s, such  

a s  Sindh and Afgha n is t a n ;  and schem es f o r  t h e i r  co n q u e st  were o f t e n  

d is c u s s e d  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c i r c l e s  o f  L ahore. I n  1831 Lord W ill iam  

B en tin ck  a r r iv e d  i n  S im la  and r e c e iv e d  a com plim entary m is s io n  from  

R a n jit  S in g h . I t s  members were S ir d a r  H ari S ingh  Halwa, Bewan M oti 

Ram and Fafyir ^ A z iz -u l-d ln .  C apta in  Wade was i n  tu r n  d ep uted  t o  t h e  

Sikh r u le r  w ith  a l e t t e r  o f  th a n k s ,  and s e c r e t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  a s 

c e r t a in  i f  R a n j i t  w ished  and was prep ared  t o  p rop ose  a m ee t in g  w ith  

t h e  G overnor-G eneral*  In  r e a l i t y  both p a r t i e s  e q u a l ly  d e s i r e d  i t i ^  

S ev era l a c c o u n ts  o f  t h e  pomp and p agean try  which a t te n d e d  t h e  two 

r u le r s  a t  Ropar have s u r v iv e d ;  and t h e r e  i 3  no i n c i d e n t  c o n n ec te d  

w ith  R a n j i t  S ingh  which i s  b e t t e r  known t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  w orld  th a n

  s

(1 )  A f te r  h i s  i l l n e s s  o f  1826 R a n j i t  had shown a g r e a t  d e i i r e  t o  
in t e r v i e w  t h e  G overn or-G en era l. I t  ap p ears  t h a t  he th e r e b y  
wanted t o  produce t h e  im p r e s s io n  on t h e  n e ig h b o u r in g  c h i e f 3 
t h a t ,  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  h i s  d e a th ,  t h e  E n g l is h  would r e c o g n is e  
h i s  d y n a sty .,  B e n tin ck  on t h e  o th e r  hand aimed a t  im provin g  
h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  R a n j i t ,  whom he in te n d e d  t o  a s s o c i a t e  w ith  
h i s  p r o j e c t s  f o r  t h e  f r e e  n a v ig a t io n  o f  t h e  I n d u s .  R a n j it  had 
a lr e a d y  heard about t h e  E n g l is h  i n t e n t i o n s  r e g a r d in g  S in d h , and 
h in t e d  a t  them s e v e r a l  t im e s  d u r in g  h i s  c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  t h e  
G overn or-G en era l a t  Ropar. But t h e  l a t t e r  evaded t h e  q u e s t i o n s ,  
and m a in ta in ed  s i l e n c e  when asked  about t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  Eng
l i s h  m is s io n  on i t s  way t o  S ind h .
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t h i s  i n t e r v i e w .  Socn a f t e r  t h i 3 ,  L i e u t ,  (a f t e r w a r d s  S ir  A lexan d er)  

Burne3 a r r iv e d  w ith  h o r s e s  from E ngland, w hich were p r e s e n te d  t o  

R a n jit  S ingh  on b e h a l f  o f  King W ill ia m  IV .

The p o l i c y  o f  t h e  Company tow ard s t h e  I n d ia n  c h i e f s  s i n c e  t h e  

t im e  o f  Lord Minto n eed s  t o  be rev iew ed  t o  f o l lo w  t h e  tr e n d  o f  A nglo-  

Sikh  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  t h e  coming y e a r s .  Minto was su cceed ed  by t h e  

Marquis o f  H a s t in g s ,  who i n  tu r n  wa3 f o l lo w e d  by Lord Amherst. Under 

t h e s e  two g o v e r n o r s  t h e  E n g l is h  r u le  was ex ten d ed  a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  

Nepal and Burma. C o n tro l o f  t h e  cou n try  n o rth  o f  t h e  Narbada and 

Rajputana wa3 e s t a b l i s h e d .  Thus from t h e  S a t lu j  t o  Cape Comorin 

th e r e  remained no power s tr o n g  enough t o  show h o s t i l i t y  t o  t h e  

E n g lis h .

Lord W ill ia m  B e n tin ck  i n i t i a t e d  a new p o l i c y  o f  p e a c e fu l  im

provem ent. He wanted t o  l i n k  t h e  rem ote p r o v in c e s  o f  t h e  In d ia n  

c o n t in e n t  i n  t h e  bond3 o f  commerce. M o o r c r o ft ,  t h e  t r a v e l l e r ,  had 

em phasised t h e  u s e  w hich m ight be made o f  t h e  In d u s  a s  a ch a n n e l o f  

coamerce; and B e n t in ck  made up h i s  mind t o  e n te r  upon schem es o f
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tr a d e  and n a v ig a t i o n .  Cne o b j e c t  o f  se n d in g  King W il l ia m 13 p r e s e n t s  

t o  tn e  M aharaja by w ater  was t o  a s c e r t a i n  q u i e t l y  t h e  com m ercial  

v a lu e  o f  t h e  In d u s;  and Burnes* o b s e r v a t io n s  c o n v in ce d  t h e  G overnor-  

G eneral o f  i t s  s u p e r i o r i t y  o ver  t h e  Ganges and t h e  Jamna. B e n t in c k  

thought t h a t  by a j u d i c i o u s  and prudent e x e r c i s e  o f  E n g lis h  i n f l u e n c e  

over  Sindh t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o b s t a c l e s  i n  t h e  way o f  a f r e e  and p ro sp er 

ous com m ercial i n t e r c o u r s e  w ith  t h e  t r a n s - I n d u s  r e g io n s  m ight be r e -  

m oved*^  The c h i e f  d i f f i c u l t y  however a r o s e  from t h e  p la n s  a lr e a d y  

l a i d  by t h e  M aharaja a g a in s t  t h e  S in d h ia n s .  B e n t in ck  r e s o lv e d  t o  

! remove t h e s e  by p e r s u a s io n ,  or t o  c o u n te r a c t  them by d ip lo m a cy . Thus 

; t h e  E n g lish  p o l i c y ,  which had t o l e r a t e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t h e  c la im  

o f  R a n j it  S ingh t o  d e a l  a s  he p le a s e d  w ith  W estern n e ig h b o u r in g  

i s t a t e s ,  sou gh t now t o  m oderate and l a t e r  t o  th w a rt  h i s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  

Soon a f t e r  t h e  m eetin g  a t  Ropar Lord W ill iam  B en tin ck  d eputed  

C aptain  Wade t o  t h e  c o u r t  o f  L ahore, t o  e x p la in  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  C o lo n e l  

\ P o t t i n g e r ' s  m is s io n  t o  S ind h , t o  p rop ose  a f r e e  n a v ig a t io n  o f  t h e  

f S a t lu j  i n  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  t h a t  o f  t h e  In d u s ,  and t o  c o n v in c e  t h e  Sikh

( 1 )  See G overnor-G en era l to  C o lo n e l  P o t t i n g e r ,  2 2 n d .O c to b e r , 1831 ,  
(q u o ted  from Cunningham’ s H is to r y  o f  t h e  S ik h s ) .
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r u le r  t h a t  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  Company’ s governm ent were m erely  com-
( 1 )

m e r c ia l .  The Maharaja was on t h e  o th e r  hand a lr e a d y  f e e l i n g  h i s  

way tow ards S indh; and had e x p e l l e d  Bahawal &han from h i s  t e r r i 

t o r i e s  on t h e  r i g h t  bank o f  t h e  S a t l u j .  He wa3 now m aturing  p la n s  

t o  s e i z e  S h ik a rp u r . C o n seq u en tly  i t  was w ith  t h e  g r e a t e s t  h e s i t a 

t i o n  and r e lu c t a n c e  t h a t  he y i e l d e d  t o  t h e  s u g g e s t io n s  o f  C apta in

.  , ( 2 )Wade.

The y e a r s  frora 1332 t o  1335 were 3p en t by R a n j it  Gingh i n  ne

g o t i a t i n g  w ith  Shah Shuja about t h e  l a t t e r ’ s r e s t o r a t i o n  t o  h i s  

th r o n e ,  and l a t e r  on i n  t h e  a n n e x a t io n  o f  Peshawar and h o s t i l i t i e s  

w ith  D o st  Mohammed. R a n j i t * s  o b j e c t  i n  r e -o p e n in g  n e g o t i a t i o n s

w ith  t h e  Shah i n  1833 , a f t e r  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  t h e  com m ercial con

v e n t io n s  w ith  t h e  E n g l i s h ,  seem s t o  have been  b oth  t o  s e c u r e  t h e

(1 )  The p r o p o s a ls  seem t o  have had a l s o  a p o l i t i c a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
t h e  d e s ig n s  o f  R u s s ia .  See G overn or-G en era l t o  Capt.Wade,
1 8 th .D ecem b er , 1831 . T h is  c o n s id e r a t i o n  however was k ep t s tu 
d i o u s l y  i n  t h e  background, and p u r e ly  com m ercial m o t iv e s  w ere
ad vanced .

(2 )  R a n j i t  a g re ed  t o  t h e  common u se  o f  t h e  S a t lu j  and t h e  In d u s ,  
and to  t h e  r e s id e n c e  o f  a B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r  a t  Mithenko*^ t o  super
in t e n d  t h e  n a v ig a t i o n .  He a l s o  te m p o r a r i ly  g a v e  up h i s  i n t e n 
t i o n s  a g a in s t  S h ik arp u r , but n o t  w ith o u t  t e l l i n g  C apta in  Wade 
p l a i n l y  t h a t  t h e  com m ercial m easu res o f  t h e  E n g l is h  h in d er ed  t h e  
a t ta in m e n t  o f  h i s  m i l i t a r y  a m b it io n s .  See C apta in  Wade t o  t h e  
G o v ern o r-G en era l, 1 3 t h •F eb ru a ry , 1 8 3 2 .



•>

- i o  e -

( i )
p o s s e s s io n  o f  Peshawar and to  h in d e r  E n g l is h  d e s ig n s  on S ind h . Yet 

th e  t r e a t y  o f  1834 f e l l  th r o u g h , a s  t h e  M aharaja13 term s were n o t '  

q u ite  a c c e p t a b le  t o  t h e  Shah. D uring t h i s  p e r io d  t h e  E n g l is h  a t t i 

tu d e  to w a rd s  t r a n s - S a t l u j  p o l i t i c s  g e n e r a l l y ,  and tow ard s t h e  p lan 3  

o f  Shah Shuja p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  remained s t u d io u s ly  i n d i f f e r e n t .

A new f a c t o r  a r o s e  in  13 3 6 , which g r e a t l y  m o d if ie d  t h e  G overnor-  

G e n e ra l’ s v iew s  and caused  an a l t e r a t i o n  in  E n g lis h  p o l i c y .  T hi3  

wa3 th e  danger o f  a R ussian  in v a s io n  o f  I n d i a .  Fear o f  R u ssian  de

s ig n s  had e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  mind o f  t h e  E n g l is h  f o r  some y e a r s  and in  

1832 had been d i s c u s s e d  betw een  C ap ta in  Wade and R a n j it  S in g h . But 

| t h e  danger was not regarded  a s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  near t o  r e q u ir e  any 

change i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Company’ s governm ent w ith  t h e  powers  

beyond t h e  In d u s .  I t  i s  n e e d le 3 3  f o r  our purpose t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  

v a l i d i t y  or unwisdom o f  t h e  f e a r 3  which were r e v iv e d  i n  E n g l is h  c i r 

c l e s  in  1336 by t h e  a t t a c k  on H erat by P e r s ia  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f
( 2 )

R ussia . I t  may however be s ta g e d  t h a t  h e n c e fo r th  two c o n s id e r a t i o n s

(1 )  R a n j i t  s u s p e c te d  t h e  E n g l is h  a f t e r  1832 o f  e n t e r t a i n i n g  d eep er  
d e s i g n s  a g a in s t  Sindh th a n  t h e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  com m ercial re 
l a t i o n s  o n ly .  In  one o f  h i s  c o n v e r s a t io n s  w ith  C apta in  Wade 
he asked  t h e  number o f  b a t t a l i o n s  which C o lo n e l  P o t t in g e r  had 
ta k e n  t o  S indh t o  c o n c lu d e  t h e  c o n v e n t io n  o f  1832  w ith  t h e  
Amies..

(2 )  T h ese  f e a r s  were s u b s e q u e n t ly  s tr e n g th e n e d  by t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  
C ap ta in  V ic o v i t c h  a t  Kabul.
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began t o  i n f l u e n c e  E n g lis h  p o l i c y .  The f i r s t ,  a s  s t a t e d  ab ove , wa3 

com m ercia l;  and t h e  second  was p o l i t i c a l .  The e f f e c t  was se en  i n
U k

t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  new G o v ern o r-G en era lAAuckland t o  m ed ia te  betw een
( 1 )

D o st  Mohammed and R a n j i t  S in g h , and th u s  t o  p rep are  f o r  a t h r e e f o l d  

a l l i a n c e  a g a in s t  t h e  p o s s i b l e  R u ssian  m enace. T h is  was in  1 8 3 7 .  

R urnes, who was a lr ea d y  a t  Kabul on a com m ercial m is s io n ,  was now i n 

v e s t e d  w ith  d ip lo m a t ic  a u t h o r i t y .  C a p ta in  Wade was a t  L ahore, and 

was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  sound t h e  S ikh  r u l e r .  I t  became ap p aren t t h a t  

Peshawar was t h e  r e a l  bone o f  c o n t e n t io n ,  which fo rb a d e  t h e  recon 

c i l i a t i o n  o f  t h e  S ikh and t h e  Afghan j u s t  a s  l a t e r  on i t  proved an 

in s u p e r a b le  o b s t a c l e  i n  th e  way o f  an A nglo-A fghan a l l i a n c e .  Ne

g o t i a t i o n s  were co n t in u e d  by C ap ta in  Burne3 f o r  some t im e ,  b ut th e y  

came t o  n o th in g .  The Amir m a in ta in ed  h i s  c la im s  on t h a t  p r o v in c e  

w ith  t h e  same t e n a c i t y  o f  purpose w ith  w hich  R a n j it  c lu n g  t o  i t s  p os

s e s s i o n .  In  t h e  end t h e  Amir v ee r e d  round t o  t h e  R u ss ia n s  and t h e  

P e r s ia n s ;  and t h e  E n g lis h  envoy re tu rn ed  a s  a  d ip lo m a t ic  f a i l u r e .

I t  was now d e c id e d  to  h e lp  Shah Shuja t o  r e c o v e r  t h e  th r o n e  o f

( 1 )  U n t i l  22r*d.AugU3t, 1 3 3 6 , t h e  E n g l is h  r e fu s e d  t o  i n t e r f e r e  i n  
S ikh -A fgh an  d i s p u t e s .  S ee  t h e  a b s t r a c t  o f  a l e t t e r  o f  t h a t
d a t e ,  a d d r esse d  by Macnaghten t o  Wade: (P anjab  P r e s s  L i s t ,
v o l .V I ,  page 1 9 4 ) .
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A fg h a n is ta n . The scheme f o r  a j o i n t  m i l i t a r y  e n t e r p r i s e ,  w hich  had

been r e p e a te d ly  put f o r t h  by t h e  Shah but had been h i t h e r t o  ig n o r e d

by th e  E n g l i s h ,  was d e c id e d  upon by t h e  G overn or-G en era l. R a n j i t

was to  be a p a rty  t o  t h e  e n t e r p r i s e .  He was in form ed  o f  t h e  E n g lis h

p r o je c t  i n  May, 18 3 8 , by S ir  W ill ia m  Macnaghten who went t o  Lahore

fo r  t h a t  p u rp ose . R a n j i t  d id  n o t  show any l i k i n g  f o r  t h e  scheme,

and seemed t o  d i s t r u s t  t h e  a c t i v e  c o - o p e r a t io n  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h .  In

f a c t ,  t h e  change o f  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  G overnor-G enera l tow ards t h e  e x -
( i )

King had occu rred  sc  sudden ly  t h a t  i t  n a t u r a l ly  arou sed  th e  s u s p ic io n  

o f  th e  S ikh  r u l e r ,  who 3aw i n  t h i s  b o ld  p la n  and i n  t h e  r e a d in e s s  o f  

th e  E n g lis h  t o  carry  i t  ou t t h e  t r a c e s  o f  an i n t e n t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  

t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  i n  A fg h a n is ta n .  Hence he wanted t o  a v o id  f u r t h e r in g  

a a ea su re  which th r e a te n e d  t o  surround him w ith  E n g l is h  i n f l u e n c e .

In  th e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  R u ssian  menace t h e  r u le r  o f  t h e  Panjab showed 

l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t .  H is  a t t i t u d e  tow ard s t h a t  vexed  q u e s t io n  was a s

i n d i f f e r e n t  a s  i t  had been  t o  t h e  N a p o leo n ic  s c a r e  some t h i r t y  y e a r 3
■

b e fo r e .  He sudden ly  broke up h i s  camp a t  Adinanagar a s  he had done

(1 )  U n t i l  2 0 th .J a n u a r y , 18 3 8 , t h e r e  was no i n t e n t i o n  in  t h e  mind o f  
t h e  G overnor-G eneral t o  su pport Shah ShujS . 3 ee  Government t o  
C ap ta in  Wade, 2 0 th .J a n u a r y , 1838: B enga l S e c r e t  and P o l i t i c a l
C o n s u l t a t io n s .
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i n  1308 a t  Kasur, l e a v i n g  t h e  E n g l is h  envoy t o  a c t  a s  he th o u g h t  f i t #  

I t  was n ot t i l l  he had been  e x p r e s s ly  in form ed t h a t  t h e  e x p e d i t io n  

would be und ertak en  'whether he j o in e d  i t  or not t h a t  he c o n se n te d  t o  

th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  t h e  T r i - p a r t i t e  T r e a ty ,  which was but a s l i g h t  

m o d if ic a t io n  o f  h i s  own term s o f  1834* The minor p o in t s  were s e t 

t l e d  betw een  R a n j it  and Lord Auckland d u r in g  t h e  l a t t e r * s  v i s i t  t o  

th e  Panjab a t  t h e  end o f  1 8 3 8 ^ ^  The campaign wa3 opened by an ad

vance from two d i r e c t i o n s :  one th r o u g h .S in d h  and t h e  o th e r  th rou gh

t h e  Panjab* The a u x i l i a r y  Sikh f o r c e  was r e l u c t a n t l y  a ssem b led  a t
( 2 )

Pe3hawar under Kanwar N au-N ihal S in g h .

I n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  1838  R a n j i t* s  h e a l t h  began t o  d e c l i n e .

He l0 3 t  h i s  s t r e n g t h ;  even h i s  powers o f  sp eech  became im p a ired , but  

h i s  rem arkable energy o f  mind c o n t in u e d  t o  t h e  l a s t .  For a l i t t l e  

w hile  he c a r r ie d  on t h e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  t h e  cou n try  w ith  t h e  z e a l 

ous a s s i s t a n c e  o f  h i s  f a v o u r i t e  m i n i s t e r ,  lA z iz -u l~ d I n .  But t h e  symp- 

tom3 o f  h i s  d i s e a s e  grew 30 s e r i o u s ,  t h a t  d n l t f ^ -^ h e  made e v e r  t h e

(1 )  A d e t a i l e d  a cco u n t o f  t h e  v i s i t  i s  g iv e n  i n  Lord Auckland* s  
P r iv a t e  L e t t e r s ,  v o ls * V I ,V I I  A V I I I :  (B r it .M u s.A d d .M S S .) .

(2 )  The S ik h s  were very  u n w i l l in g  t o  c o - o p e r a t e  w ith  t h e  E n g l i s h ,  
o f  whom th e y  were ex tre m e ly  j e a l o u s .  The a u th o r  o f  t h e  I b r a t -  
Nama s a y 3 t h a t  a few Sikh  r e g im e n ts  a c t u a l l y  r e fu s e d  to  a c t ,  
o b j e c t i n g  t o  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  a s  a u x i l i a r i e s  o f  t h e  Company’ s  
f o r c e s :  ( f f .2 7 8 - 2 8 0 ) .
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a d m in is tr a t io n  t o  P r in c e  Kharak S in g h , who was a d v ise d  t o  seek  th e
( 1 )

h e lp  o f  R aja DhieLn S ingh  a s  h i s  c h ie f  m in i s t e r .  R a n j it  S ingh  d ie d  

on 2 7 th .J u n e , 18 3 S , in  th e  f i f t y - n i n t h  y ea r  o f  h i s  a g e .

I t  may be remarked t h a t  th e  p o l ic y  o f  c o n c i l i a t i o n  w hich R a n jit  

m a in ta in ed  tow ard s th e  E n g lish  th ro u g h o u t h i s  c a r e e r  was in s p ir e d  bytfc^ 

d rea l o f  t h e i r  power. * I t  was n o t th e  r e s u l t  o f  any g en u in e  f e e l i n g  

o f  t r u s t  or g o o d - w i l l ,  a s  h a s  been  supposed  by s e v e r a l  w r i t e r s .  That 

R a n jit made r e p e a te d  p r o f e s s io n s  o f  f r ie n d s h ip  and regard  may be ad

m itted ; n e v e r t h e le s s  i t  i s  e q u a lly  t r u e  t h a t  he a s  o f t e n  sou gh t  

s im ila r  a s su r a n c e s  from t h e  Company’ s r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s .  H is  e a r l i e r  

f e a r s ,  thou gh  p a r t ly  d i s p e l l e d  by t h e  p a c i f i c  a t t i t u d e  adopted  t o 

wards him by t h e  M arquis o f  H a s t in g s  and Lord A m herst, w ere r e v iv e d  

when B e n tin ck  Inform ed him o f  h i s  com m ercial p r o j e c t s .  In  t h e  be

g in n in g  o f  t h o s e  t r a d in g  a s p ir a t io n s  he saw t h e  l ik e l ih o o d  o f  t h e

a b so rp tio n  o f  r e g io n s  which w ere th e  o b je c t  o f  h i s  m i l i t a r y  a m b itio n ,
0 * *

and - e l t  g ra v e  a p p reh en sio n s  even  ab out t h e  3 a fe ty  o f  h i s  own k in g 

dom. I t  was d u r in g  t h i3  p e r io d  t h a t ,  g la n c in g  a t  an E n g lis h  map

(1 )  A cco rd in g  t o  B utI Shah, B hian S ingh  was r a is e d  to  th e  p o s i t io n  
o f  C h ie f  M in is te r  on t h e  a d v ic e  o f  t h e  F a lj ir . S e v e r a l t i t l e s  
w ere a l s o  co n fe r r e d  on him a t  t h i s  t im e  t o  s i g n i f y  h i s  p re
em in en t p o s i t io n  among th e  m in i s t e r s .  S ee a l s o  I b r a t  Nama, 
f . 280.



o f  In d ia  and n o t ic in g  th e  d i v i s i o n  o f  th e  a rea  in  red and y e llo w  

l i n e s ,  he g a v e  v e n t t o  h i s  in n erm o st f e e l i n g s  by e x c la im in g :  " A ll

w i l l  become red.#w Had he f e l t  s tr o n g  enough he m ight have a ttem p ted  

t o  check by f o r c e  o f  arms what he c o n s id e r e d  t o  be t h e  u n j u s t i f i a b l e  

in t e r f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  E n g lish  in  h i s  d e s ig n s  a g a in s t  Sindh* T h is

seems p rob ab le rom th e  p e r s i s t e n c e  w ith  w hich he m a in ta in ed  h i s  

c la im s in  S h ik arp u r and urged  h i s  r ig h t  o f  f r e e  a c t io n  in  S in d h ,

even a f t e r  t h e  com m ercial t r e a t y  o f  1 8 3 2 , th e  E n g lish  rem o n stra n ces

o f  1 3 35 , and th e  c r i s i s  o f  183 But h a p p ily  he was c o n s c io u s  o f  

th e  i n f e r i o r i t y  o f  h i s  m i l i t a r y  r e so u r c e s*  H ence, a lth o u g h  he

(1 )  Sohan L a i m en tio n s R a n jit  c o n s u lt in g  G enera l A lla r d  in  1337  
ab ou t t h e  manner in  w hich th e  t r a in e d  3 ik h  b a t t a l io n s  co u ld  be  
m ost p r o f i t a b ly  u sed  in  t h e  ev en t o f  a war w ith  th e  E n g lis h ;  
s e e  U m dfrt-ut-tw ilrlkh ,? D a fta r  I I I ,  P a rt IV , page 4 35 .

(2 )  In  a l e t t e r  t o  John L ock, d a ted  17th .M arch , 1 8 3 7 , Auckland w rote  
t h a t ,  a lth o u g h  in  d e fe r e n c e  t o  t h e  w ish e s  o f  th e  E n g lis h , R a n jit  
had withdrawn h i s  tr o o p s  from th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  S in d h , he s t i l l  
t a lk e d  f r e e l y  o f  h i s  in t e n t io n s  t o  resume h o s t i l i t i e s :  Auck
la n d ’ s P r iv a te  L e t t e r s ,  v o l . I I ,  (B rit.M as*A dd .M S S.) .

( 3 )  C ap ta in  Wade went t o  Lahore in  1835 and su cceed ed  in  p ersu a d in g  
t h e  M aharaja on ce a g a in  t o  r e l in q u is h  h i s  d e s ig n s  a g a in s t  S h i-

( 4 )  Towards t h e  end o f  1836 R a n j it  p ick ed  a q u a r r e l w ith  th e  Ma&ari 
tr ib e sm e n  a c r o s s  th e  S indh b o r d er , th e reb y  s e e k in g  a f r e s h  op
p o r tu n ity  t o  c a p tu r e  S h ik lr p u r , even  a t  t h e  r i s k  o f  iiim ied iate  
c o n f l i c t  w ith  t h e  E n g lish *

( 2 )

k arp u r.
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(1)
adopted fo r  a t im e  a very  d e f ia n t  a t t i t u d e ,  he d id  n ot push m a tte r s  

t o  th e  ex trem e , but f e l l  back on h i s  o ld  p o l ic y  o f  c o n c i l i a t i o n  and 

fo r b e a r a n c e . How lo n g  he would have m a in ta in ed  t h a t  p o l i c y ,  i f  he

(1 )  The g r a v i ty  o f  t h e  s i t u a t io n  a s  i t  a r o s e  in  133€ was th u s
d e s c r ib e d  in  a  l e t t e r  by Lord Auckland to  3 ir  C h a r les  M e tc a lfe ,  
d a te d  2 4 th .S e p te m b e r ,1836: ”1 3hare w ith  you t h e  a p p reh en sio n
o f  our b e in g  a t  no d i s t a n t  d a te  in v o lv e d  in  p o l i t i c a l  and pos
s i b l y  in  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t io n s  upon or beyond our w estern  fr o n 
t i e r ;  and ev e r  s in c e  I  h ave been  h ere  more th an  one ev en t h as  
o ccu rred  w hich has le d  me t o  th in k  t h a t  th e  p er io d  o f  d is tu r b a n c e  
i s  n ea rer  th a n  I  w ish ed  and e x p e c te d . The c o n s t i t u t io n a l  r e s t 
l e s s n e s s  o f  th e  o ld  man a t  Lahore seem s t o  in c r e a s e  w ith  h i s  
a g e . H is  grow ing a p p e t i t e  f o r  t h e  ju n g le s  and t r e a s u r e s  o f  
S in d h , t h e  o b v io u s  im p o lic y  o f  a l lo w in g  him to  ex ten d  h i s  domin
io n s  in  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e  im p o rta n ce  w hich i s  a tta c h e d  t o  th e  
f r e e  n a v ig a t io n  o f  th e  In d u 3 , and m ost j u s t l y  I  t h in k , le a d  me 
t o  f e a r  t h a t  th e  w ish  w hich I  had t o  c o n f in e  my a d m in is tr a t io n  
t o  o b j e c t s  o f  commerce and f in a n c e ,  and im proved i n s t i t u t i o n s  
and d o m e stic  p o l i c y ,  w i l l  be f a r  in d e e d  from b e in g  a c co m p lish e d . 
M eanw hile, I  have e n tr e a te d  R a n jit  S ingh t o  be q u ie t  and have  
r e fu s e d  to  g iv e  him 5 0 ,0 0 0  m u s k e ts .” A uckland’ s  P r iv a te  L e t
t e r s ,  v o l . I ,  (E r it.M u s.A d d .M S S .) .

In  a n o th er  l e t t e r ,  d a ted  7 th .O c to b e r ,1 8 3 6 , Auckland w rote  
to  S ir  J .C .H ob h ou se: ”1 have s e n t  d e sp a tc h e s  home o f  r a th e r  a
s e r io u s  im p o r t. The con d uct o f  R a n jit  h a s o f  l a t e  been such  
a s  a t  l e a s t  t o  e x c i t e  some a p p reh en sio n  o f  th e  p e r f e c t  c o r d ia l 
i t y  w hich ha3 so lo n g  s u b s is t e d  betw een  him and th e  In d ia n  gov
ernm ent b e in g  d i s t u r b e d .............................R a n jit  S ingh  h as fo r  some
t im e  adopted  a  more sw agger in g  and l e s s  f r ie n d ly  to n e  tow ard s  
u s th a n  u s u a l .  H is  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  a  m is s io n  from N ep a l, h i s  
a d m iss io n  o f  V a k il3 from our p r o te c te d  S ik h s , h i s  r e q u e s ts  f o r  
la r g e  im p o r ta t io n s  o f  arm s, h i s  s u c c e s s f u l  a g g r e s s io n s  on h i s  
n e ig h b o u rs  and h i s  grow in g French c o n n e c t io n  w ere a l l  m a tte r s  
f o r  p a in f u l  c o n s id e r a t i o n .” A uckland’ s  P r iv a te  L e t t e r s ,  v o l . I ,  
(B r it.M u s.A d d .M S S .) .  The volum e c o n ta in s  s e v e r a l  o th e r  unpub
l i s h e d  l e t t e r s  b e a r in g  on th e  su b jec t*
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had l i v e d ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  say* T h is  however i s  c e r t a in ,  t h a t  

i n  t h e  l a 3 t  th r e e  y e a r s  o f  h i s  r e ig n  he 3howed a marked d i s p o s i t i o n  

tow ards  p u rsu in g  an in d ep en d en t l i n e  o f  a c t io n ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  Eng

l i s h  i n t e r e s t s  and g o o d - w i l l .  In  t h i s  he was su p p orted  by s e v e r a l  

o f  h i 3 m i n i s t e r s ,  n o ta b ly  R aja Dhian S in g h ^ ^  A c le a r  p ro o f may be

found In  th e  r e lu c ta n c e  o f  t h e  S ikh  rank and f i l e  t o  perform  t h e i r

( 2 )
part o f  th e  T r ip a r t i t e  T r e a ty , and in  t h e i r  su b seq u en t s a t i s f a c t i o n  

a t  th e  d is a s t r o u s  r e t r e a t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  from A fg h a n is ta n .

(1 )  S ee  B u tI S h a h 's  P e r s ia n  MSJ|., f . 4 0 3 .
 1 ■ *

(2 )  S ee  C ap ta in  Wade a t  Peshawar t o  M r.C lerk  a t  L ah ore, 12th .M ay, 
183S: Lord A u ck lan d 's P r iv a te  L e t t e r s ,  v o l .V I I I ,  (B r it .M u s .
A dd.M SS.) .



CHAPTER III .

Array o f the Panjaa.

A. G eneral.

Ban . l i t  3ingh was p r im a r ily  a con je m r  ana a a l l i t a r y  

o rg a n is e r, ra tn e r than a c i v i l  a d m in is tra to r. I t  w i l l  oe 

mown in  a suo sequent chapter th a t m  made no uoid in n o /a -  

tions  in  tne moae o f governing the country. On tne con

tra ry *  a t f i r s t  m  accertea tne e x is tin g  m&tuoas o f 

a d m in is tra tio n , ana wnen in  tx*e la t t e r  part o f n ia  re ig n  

xid attempted to improve tr ie s , a is  step,* proved H a ltin g  and 

h e s ita t in g . Even tx*ese were la rg e ly  made unaer tne stress o f 

f in a n c ia l stringency Widen, indeed, supplied tne main reason 

for e f fo r ts  in  th a t d ire c t io n . Ban J i t 's  Tiotivea fo r  c rea tin g  

a large and d is c ip lin e d  fo rc e , however,were d i f fe r e n t .  

Various considerations worked upon his mind. F irs t  or a l l ,  

tne task o f M ilita ry  o rgan isa tion  agreed w ith  tils  n a tu ra l
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le  i p e r a i e n t . Secondly * the o o l i t ic a l  and geographical 

s i t u a t i o n  o f h i s  kingdom prompted him to undertake tn a t  

t a s k .  His a u th o rity  o /e r  the Panjae* acquired as i t  was 

oy fo rce  and aggression* required fo r  i t s  maintenance the 

continued existence o f to t same means oy wnlcn i t  had oeen 

c r e a t e d *  His dominions were surrounaea uy strong neign - 

o o u rs .  On one side la y  t m  fa n a t ic a l and h o s tile  Afghan*; 

w hile*  on tue o th e r* was estao lishea  tne foriaidaole power 

o f tne coiapany. Thus R an jit 3ingh made tne p ro g reaa i/e  

conso lidation  o f  h is  forces tne c e n tra l a ia  o f His p o lic y .

B. Tne Sikh array eefore iBoo.

Tne foundation o f  tne Sikh army was la id  in  tne 

time of A rjun* tne f i f t h  Guru o f tne 3ilens. i t  was ne woo 

nad f i r s t  encouraged a low* o f nnrsemanship among tne Sikhs
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as a means o f  c re a tin e  in  them a s p i r i t  o f e n te rp rise

and a d /e n tu re . Tne Sifcns look to tn e ir  p recep to r's

tra in in g  a l l  tne more qu ick ly  Because o f the p ra c t ic a l

u t i l i t y  o f r id in g  in  a country o f long distances sucn us

tne Panjab. By tne time o f  oooind Singh ana Banda♦ an

aferage 3ikh s o ld ie r was considered a f i r s t - r a t e  norseiaaxi.

During tne chaos which followed tne in n s io n  o f tiad ir snan

in  173b* Sikh horsemen played a prominent p a r t .  Tne saddle

in  fa c t nad Become tne zery home o f tne flfia ls u . W ithin tne

next few years these free -lan c es  came to ue s ty led  tne 
( 1 )

Dai K ia la a  or tne army o f the fejjulaa. The word Dal is  a 

c o llo q u ia l Panjabi e x c r e t io n  meaning a hordej .nd suggest:? 

tne notion o f an undisc ip lined  fo rc e . The so ld iers  

fought under the banner o f the d if fe re n t  ch ie fs  who had 

re c e n tly  a risen  in  tne land: But they always disbanded

a f te r  the d i / i s  ion o f the p lunder. A fte r  1773* when the 

danger o f  in /a s io n  from Afghanistan lessened* and the Chiefs  

began to quarre l among tnem selres* i t  became necessary fo r

( 1 )  Browne wrote in  1767: *31008 tne Sicks became pow erful*
and confederated fo r  the purpose o f conquest* they naze 
c a lle d  th e ir  confederacy Knalsa Gee . or the S tate  * arid 
th u ir  grey a  irqy  Dull .Ki.al^ K?e * or t,.^ a n y  o; u .0  
S ta te : - In d ia  T ra c ts , page 8 .
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tneia to  r e ta in  permanent armed fo llo w ers*  aut t m  l a t t e r

were s t i l l  paid out o f  tne gain s o f  war, which in  th is  period

o ften  included  te r r ito r y *  This nad most important r e su lts*

In tne f i r s t  p la c e , i t  cemented the oonas wi.icn already

united  tne s o ld ie r s  to  tn e ir  c h ie f s ;  and, sec o n d ly , i t

d irer ted  large numbers o f  tne ffiiHlaa from a l i f e  o f  plunder

to one or t i l l a g e .  In tn ia  manner, tne Sikh p o p u la tio n ,

most o f  wnion a t  one time led  a l i f e  o f  f ig h t in g  men, was

now d ir id ed  in to  two d i s t in c t  s e c t io n s  -  those wno took to

a g r ic u ltu r e  and oth er p eacefu l arocutiona and those who

adopted the regu lar p ro fe ss io n  o f  war.

The a r m y  o f  tne .-11313 c o n s is te d  p r in c ip a lly  o f  c a /a lr y

wno prorlded th e ir  own h o r se s , the In fan try  formed an

a lto g e th e r  in fe r io r  branch and was used on ly  for g a rr iso n

and sen try  d u tie s*  Of a r t i l l e r y  the SlKns knew l i t t l e ,
( 1 )

and the few referen ces to tne use o f  c e r ta in  guns by tne 

e a r l ie r  S ik h s , pro/e eren  more c le a r ly  tn at i t  n e /e r  was

( 1 )  3ee Marang#s Transformation o f  a ik h lsm , page 96; 
l r / i n e #3 Army o f  tne Indian Moghuls, page 128;
B ut! Shah's Twarikh-i-PanJjaD , f .  37t>; and F ran ok lin ’a 
L ife o f  oeorge Thomas. Tne la s t  w riter  m en tion s, on 
tne a u th o r ity  o f  Thomas tn at in  1800 , tne Sikhs 
p ossessed  aoout fo r ty  f i e ld  guns*



I

- 1 1 8 -

p o p u la r  among them. In th e ir  la te r  s tr u g g le s  a g a in st one 

a n o th er  tn e y  do not seem to  hare used any cannon a t a l l .

The sword and ^pear* afterw ards supplemented oy tne match- 

look *  were tn e  p r in c ip a l weapons employed* although oows 

and arrow s *?ere a lso  o r ig in a l ly  u se d . The u3e o f  tne 

m atcn lock  was much r e s tr ic te d  owlng to  the s c a r c ity  o f  

pow der. I know no er ia en ce  p o in tin g  to  any kind o f  d r i l l  

o r  s y s te m a t ic  tr a in in g  in  sn o o tin g . Tnere was l i t t l e  d is 

c i p l i n e  o f  th e  kind which was introduced su bsequ en tly  among 

tnem oy tn e  Maharaja. The p lace o f  d is c ip l in e *  however* 

was s u p p lie d  oy en thusiasm . Tne war cry o f  tne s o ld ie r s  

was *3at drl Afcal** ana *wah ! Ourfi j i  Ka hfcalsa ! fan t 

M U  J i  kI  Fateh- -  both o f  which s t i l l  su rv ive  on the l ip s  

o f  Sikh s o ld ie r s .

Tne Sikhs at th is  time had no uniform s. Tt+e common 

tr o o p e r  w,.s clad  in  a turoan* a an ir t w ith  open s le e v e s ,  

and a p a ir  o f  snort drawers w ith  t i g h t - f i t t i n g  3 lip p era ;
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u jt  the c n i - f  i were o fte n  seen in  chain armoury s te e l del- *ut *

B rea st p l a t e ,  uaok p l a t e ,  w r is t  guards ana g r e a v e s .  The
( 1 )

mode o f  f ig h t in g  i?  thus d e sc r ib e d  By F ron cfclin  : "Tne Sikhs
( S )

are armed w ith  a sp ea r , m atchlock , and s c im ita r , th e ir  ntetnoa 

or f ig h t in g  as described  by Mr. Thomas, i s  s in g u la r . A fter  

merforming the r e q u is ite  d u tie s  o f th e ir  r e l ir io n  oy ablu

t io n  and p r a y e r , tttey oomu th e ir  h a ir  and oeara w ith  p ecu lia r  

c a r e .  Then m ounting th e ir  norses*  ride fo r th  towards tne 

enem y, with whom th ey  en cage in  a continued  skirm ish* advan

c in g  and r e tr e a t in g , u n t il  man and horse oecome eq u a lly  

fa t lr u e d . They then draw o f f  to  some d ista n ce  fro  a the enemy * 

and m eeting w ith  c u lt iv a te d  ground* they perm it th e ir  horses  

to graze o f  th e ir  own accord , w h ile  they parcn a l i t t l e  gra in  

fo r  them selves* and a f te r  s a t is fy in g  nature By th is  fru ga l 

r e p a s t*  i f  the enemy oe n ea r , they renew th e ir  sk irm ish in g; 

sh o u ld  ne nave r e tr e a te d , they provide forage fo r  th e ir  

c a t t i e  and endeavour to procure a m a 1 for  th em se lves . S e l

dom in d u lg in g  in tne com forts o f  a te n t  w h ils t  in  the enemy’s

( 1 )  Memoirs o f George Thomas, page 71.

( 3 )  Probaoiy the Klrpan or r e l ig io u s  weapon o f  tne 3 ik n s .
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co u n try *  tn e  r e p a s t  o f  a  3ikh can not be supooaaa to  be 

e i t n e r  sumptuous or e l e g a n t .  Seated on tfie ground w ith  

a alat sp read  b efo re  them* a iJrahmin*appointed fo r  tne  

purpose , s e r v e s  ou t a p ortion  o f  food to  each in d iv id u a l*  

tn e  ca k es  o f  f lo u r  walea  th ey  e a t  during the meal serv in g  

them in  th e  room o f  d ish es  and p la t e s .  Accustomed from 

t h e i r  e a r l i e s t  infancy to  a l i f e  o f  hardship and d i f f i c u l t y ,  

tn e  S ik h s d esp ise  tne com forts o f  a t e n t .  In l i e u  o f  t h is  

ea cn  horsem an i s  fu rn ished  w ith  two b lan k ets*  one fo r  him

s e l f  arid the o th er  for  h is  h o rse . These b lan k ets which 

a re  p la c e d  oeneath tne saddle w ith  a gra in  bav and h ee l

ropes com prise in  time o f  war th© whole oagga&e o f  a a ik n .
( 1 )

Tn i r  c o o k in r  u t e n s i l s  are ca rr ied  on ta t to o s  (or  p o n ie s ) .*  

Tha t o t a l  m ilita ry  s tr e n g th  o f  the u l s l s  cannot be 

p r e c i s e l y  estim a ted . The f ig u r e s  quoted oy various tr a v e l

l e r  s in i  w riters  are m erely c o n je c tu r a l,  and d i f f e r  so 

w id e ly  from one another t h a t  no r e lia n c e  can oe p laced  on

( 1 )  a ls o  tne account g iven  in  Browne’s India
Tracts ,Apage (3.

fit'll-IT
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tn a ir  accu racy• Prooauiy no ex a c t c a lc u la t io n s  cou ld  oe

To m e a a t a time wnea tne armed fo llo w e r s  o f  various

o n ie f t a in s ,  not on ly  tr a n sfe rre d  tn e lr  a lle g ia n c e  from one

to  tne o ta e r accord in g  to  tne ra p id ly  changing v ic i s s i t u d e s

o f  mutual h o s t i l i t i e s ,  out a ls o  freq u en tly  cnanged th e ir
( i )

occup ation  rroia a so ld ie r  to  a c i v i l i a n .  In 1763 , F orster

estim ated  tne t o t a l  arasd s tre n g th  o f  tne a t  2 0 0 , 0 0 0
( 3 )

to  3 0 0 ,0 0 0 . Browne put i t  a t  73,000 norse and 26,000 foot*
( 3 )

Oeor^e Tnomas thought tne number was about 06,000 in c lu d in g
( 4 )

in fa n try  o f  6 ,0 0 0  asn* Prinsejte e stim a te  aarim ts to  a s t i l l

more iodest fig u re  o f  66,700 men. tne la s t  two fig u re s

c lo s e ly  agree w ith eacn o th er and are prooaoly aiore correc t

tnan tne r e s t*

For reasons explained aaove, no d e f in ite  estim ate can

even oe formed o f  tne snulcerehaXia forces before R a n jit

conquered Lahore. me e a r l ie s t  re lia b le  statement on tne
(6 )

p o in t is  one made by Malcolm vno expressly s ta tes  tn a t a t

( 1 )  T r a v e ls ,  1 ,  333*
( * )  In d ia  T ra e tS jIW J !

) |? r 17  ̂  .

( >} s ie tc n e w  , page 143.
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tne tim e o f  Lora Lake’ s r l s l t  in  1806 B a n j i t ’ a troops 

numoered less tHan ei&nt tnousand men, a p a rt o f tnea  

b e in g  unaer tne command o f tn o s e  Sirdars w&nm m  Had 

l a t e l y  su bd u ed . Fro a t n i s ,  i t  may oe in fe rre d  t n a t , a t  

tn e  tim e o f tne co n q u est o f  Lanore * six years e a r l ie r ,  

tn e ir  mraoer was s t i l l  l a s s .

C. tne Date wnen R unjit f i r s t  ra ised  
a D isc ip lin e d  F orce.

Tne re nas been cons 1 derad la  con fu sion  among tne 

p rin c ip a l w r i te r s , s p e c ia l ly  tne Suropeans , about tne  

year in  wnicn HanJit Slngn f i r s t  ra ised  regu lar  u n i t s .  

Moat o f  tnem n a /e  s ta te d  tn a t tne idea o r ig in a l ly  

struck tne mind o f  tne prin ce in  1 809 , w n ile  oo serr in g  

tne d is c ip l in e  o f  M etca lfe ’s e sc o r t in  an a f^ a V  witn

( l )  Two companies o f H industan! troops forming M etca lfe ’s  
e s c o r t ,  re p e lled  an a tta c k  suddenly made oy a muon 
su perior number o f  tne M a i l s ; and tne d is c ip l in e  o f  
tne former deeply im pressed B an jlt 31ngn . TPe in c id en t  
Happened a t  Am ritsar in  consequence o f  tne c e le o r a t io n s  
o f  Monarraa f e s t i v a l  by tne Honaraaedan ^eiaoers o f  tne  
escort •
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t m  Aka.il 3 n f  A m ritsar. However * i t s  in c e p t io n  may M

tr a c e d  t o  a much e a r l ie r  p e r io d *  c e r ta in ly  a s  fa r  back as

180o. In th at year H ollar had en tered  tne Punjao* and in

the cou rse o f  c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  R a n j it . had urged upon aim

tne d e s ir a b i l i t y  o f  o rg a n is in g  tne treasury* co n stru c tin g
( 1 )

d e fe n s iv e  f o r t i f i c a t io n s *  and d is c ip l in in g  tne fo rces*

Ban:)it nad a t tea aame time v is i t e d  Lord L ake’s camp in
( 2 )

disguise and ou ser/ed  tne d r i l l  o f  tne company’s tr o o p s .

( 1 )  )r"rljs2i-i-r m3 i t  Singr., f f .  24^-347. ?ne author r ite ^ :

C f " t * ^ L *  ^ 2 ^ J L > s C i*S/ o^S* i  

b ’ ly ^  (P 't *  <*V f#-**' CJc-Oft £*j3 <J3> }̂

See a lso  IDrat tfama, r . 2 2 fc .Tha o r ig in a l  reads thus : -

( / ’ *2- f a t y r * 0

la s t ly *  Capt. tade in  a l e t t e r  to  R esident *& O enll * dated  
Ludhiana 1 st August 1827* sa y s: "It was not u n t i l  a f t e r  tne 
f l ig h t  o f  Hoikar to tne Punjab tn a t  ne fR anJit 3ingn“J thought*  

t i e  r̂;aMVV\mentioned* [ a i d  o f  forming a regu lar  army."
Bengal P o l i t i c a l  c o n s u lt a t io n s , Range 13o* / o i . 3 3  (In d ia  C ffic e

( 3 )  M oorcro fts1 t ra v e ls *  1 .  1 0 2 .
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I t  is  a lso  known tn a t he had a c tu a lly  ra ised  some
( 1 )

b a tta lio n s  before the inc iden t o f  1809 occurred* wnlch, 

although t r i v i a l  In  i t s e l f  l e f t  a deep impression on the  

R aja 1* line and c e r ta in ly  confirmed his previous o p in io n *. 

But yet a g re a te r in cen tive  to  reform ! t i / l t l e s , -  tne  

a c t iv i t ie s  which c le a r ly  m anifested themselves soon a f te r 

wards in  strengthening outposts* constructing  fo rtre s s e s *  

and ra is in s  armament % -  came from tne agreement w ith  

fea tca lfe . This agreement* forced upon R a n jit  Singh aa i t  

was oy means o f m il i ta r y  demonstrations and th re a ts , nardly  

in sp ired  him w ith  confidence in  tne f r ie n d ly  professions o f  

tne A nglian . On the c o n tra ry , i t  created grave a n x ie ty  in  

h is  mind as to the sa fe ty  o f n is  kingdom from tne superior 

strength and o rgan isation  o f a power* which* in  the very

( 1 )  The d es c rip tive  r o l ls  o f  R a n jit  S in g h ^  army show 
tn a t tne maharaja had ra ised  a t le a s t three  tra in e d  
b a tta lio n s  by 1807: catalogue o f Khalsa Darbar
Records* v o l .  l *  page 3 , A year la te r  M etcalfe  saw 
f iv e  o f them in  the service o f R a n jit  Singh* la s t ly *  
a le t t e r  from tne Resident a t D ehli to the Secretary  
o f tne Governor G eneral* dated 19th sept* 1807* s ta tes  
th a t R a n jit 's  army at th a t time numbered 3s ,uCC horse 
(o f  wnich 13*000 tra in e d )  and 7*0CC fo o t . The Resi
dent received th is  estim ate from h is  uew s-w riter a t  
Lahore * out doubted i t s  correctness* There was c e r
ta in ly  considerable exaggeration in  the numoer o f 
tra in e d  men.
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tee th  o f  nis  o p pos ition* had estab lished  i t s e l f  on tne

e a s te r n  uooncury o f  n is  dominion* Tne recent experience

n a tu ra lly  led him to  de l lo re  th a t tne maintenance o f  a

strong standing army «as indiape tsufcle fo r  tne trium ph*

o f diplomacy as of war.

In  tne Khulsa Jaroar records tne a r :sy o f K a n jlt  Singh

is  d i/ id e a  in to  two sections -  tne F ,jy j-1 -A in  or tne

re g u la r army * uua tne ,,  iv l- l-u j-q a w a id  or the ir re g u la r

fo rc e . Tne f i r s t  section  was also c a lle d  sometimes as tne

Fa».1 -1  - qawaIClan or d r i l le d  troops; tne second as F a t t j - l -

Sow ar^or tne car a l ly  force and tne Qri.orchura Ti t#] or the

force o f  tne onorcraras , i . e .  norsemen. Tnis arrangement
* «

oD riously  o rig in a te d  in  the time o f the Maharaja when the 

re g u la r troops were ra is e d . In  tne fo llow ing  pages I  pro

pose to deal w ith  tne two sections s ep a ra te ly * a t  le a s t*  

as regards th e ir  growth, o rg an isa tio n  and other d is t in c t i /e

fe a tu re s .
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or tne Regular Ariay.

Tne reg u la r army may ue subdivided in to  tnree  parte  

I .  In fa n try  ♦ I I *  C a v a lry . H I *  A r t i l l e r y .

I .  In fa n try .

Tne c re a tio n  o f in fa n try  was a gradual process wnicn 

began soon  a f te r  IBOo ana continued throughout tne iia fia ra ja1® 

r e ig n .  In  tne f i r s t  few years tne Panjabi element wa9 

in s ig n if  le a n t ; ana tne D u ll was re c ru ite d  from tne Afghans. 

Gurkhas, and Purala H industan is , tne la t t e r  using in  many 

cases deserters  from tne army o f tne Kast In d ia  company.

Tne Sikhs looked uron tne fo o t-s e rv lc e  w ith  contempt 

and refused to Join i t s  ranks. But R a n jit  pers is ted  in

n is  e f fo r ts  and succeeded u lt im a te ly  in  overcoming th e ir
( 2 )

t r a d it io n a l p re ju d ice s . Tne re s u lt  was v is iu le  oy 1818 when 

tne in h ab itan ts  o f tne Panjae. uotn Sikh3 arid o th e rs . oegan

( 1 )  I t  was also afterw ards c a lle d  Caapu-l-Mufca l la  or tne 
exa lted  camp.

( 3 )  R a n jit  ta lked  w itn  Capt. wade about tne d i f f ic u l t ie s  
ne experienced fo r a long time from tne opposition  o f  
tne Sikhs against d r i l l  and d is c ip lin e :  Wade to
Governor G enera l. Adinanagar. 35tn May 1831; Bengal 
P o l i t ic a l  Consultations ( In d ia  O ffic e  M8S.J

CkttnJ#
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to dominate tne s e rv ic e . In  1832 R a n jit  employed French 

o ff ic e rs  (whose number was subsequently increased) in to  

n is  s e rv ic e , Most o f them had taken p art in  the Napoleonic 

campaigns, and were f u l ly  conversant w ith  the la te s t  methods 

o f western ta c tic s  and d r i l l .  Under the v irorous personal 

supervision o f R a n j i t ,  they performed th e ir  duties  e n e rg e ti

c a l ly ,  and in  a few years organised and tra in e d  an e f f ic ie n t  

fo rc e .

The e a r ly  o rg an isa tio n  o f the in fa n try  was sim ple.

I t  c o m is ted  o f  a number o f  Pal tans ( b a t ta lio n s ) ,  to eucn of 

which two corse guns were attached on an average, to  form 

them in to  separate manoeuvring u n its . &ach o f  these was 

put under a numaectan ( commandant)• This simple o rg a n is a tio n , 

however, was expanded la t e r  on as tne s tren g th  o f each b a tta 

l io n  increased. On tne one hand, a b a tta lio n  c&oe to be 

d iv ided  in to  several companies; while on the o th e r , the 

b a tta lio n  i t s e l f  formed p art o f a la rg e r  o rg an isa tio n  c a lle d



the brigade* Tne la t t e r  change was e ffe c te d  in  1833 when 

tne whole reg u lar army was re -c o n s titu te d  In to  b rigades, 

each contain ing  a fix e d  p roportion  o f tne three arms* 

in fa n try *  o a ra iry  arid a r t i l l e r y *  On an average, a brigade 

contained four o a tta lio n s  o f  in fa n tr y ,  a small force o f  

ra iy in g  s trength  o f c a r a lr y , and a b a tte ry  o f  e ig h t to ten  

norse guns. A company o f Belflars (Sappers ana M iners) was 

g en era lly  attached to i t .

I t  appears from tne pay r o i ls  g iren  in  tne Khalsa 

3arbar records tn a t the strength  o f  a b a tta lio n  in  1819 

ra ris d  between four hundred and s ix  hundred men* and in  1839 

I . e .  ten years la t e r *  between seren hundred and nine hundred 

At the time o f B u n jit  3 ingnfs death* nowerer, e ig h t hundred 

formed the minimum strength  o f  a b a tta lio n *  which was now 

d ir ia e d  in to  e ig h t companies; each o f which in  tu r n , was 

composed o f four sections* Thus the azerage strength  o f  a 

company was one hundred * w n iie  a section  comprised roughly 

twenty f i r e  men. As regards o f f ic e r s *  the commandant was
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no* assisted  by an Adjutant and a Major* 8 aen company was

under x S'jueaar wno was assisted  oy two ^am odars* acn

s e c t io n  o f  a company was comanded uy a Hawaldar wn© nad
( 1 )

a l s o  a Malic fo r  h is  assis tance* the o ff ic e rs  o f the b a t

t a l i o n s  were so n s  or re la t iv e s  o f  S irdars o r mowers o f tne

lan d ed  g e n tr y *  *nen a S ird ar nad two or more 3 0 as taw

Mah&raja u s u a l ly  took one w nile young, and tra in e d  h ie  fo r  
( 3 )

serv ice* Tne non-combatant estauliahm ent o f each b a tta lio n  

included a itunsnl ( c le r k ) ,  a uutsaddl ( accountant)♦ and a 

Qranthi ( p r ie s t ) ,  in  a d d itio n  to tne manual workers such as

lii^ ils Ia ^ a a A a is  ( water c a r r ie r s ) ,  Ohar-yaC is  ( b e l l  r in g e rs ) 

fleldars (e a r th -d iv e r s  }, ftnanda Bardars ( standard bearers ) ,  

M ls tr ls  ( a r t i f i c e r s ) ,  Kataas (b u llo c k  d r iv e r s ) ,  and Tanllyae
Vs)

(grooms).

( 1 )  Dr* Murray to  cap t* «ade, Lahore, 30th Dec* 1838:
Bengal F o l i t i r  n su lta tio n s  ( In d ia  O ffic e  M8 S.)*

feitnJa
( 3 )  •The o ff ic e rs  o f the b a tta lio n s , the Baja s a id , are a l l  

<ons o f s ird a rs *  then a S ird a r had more than one o r two 
bons , he usually  took one when young and had him educated 
fo r th is  purpose:* D r. Murray to Capt* *ade , Lahore,1st Jan* 
1837: Bengal P o l i t ic a l  Consultations ( In d ia  O ffice  M33.}»

&ZCMO
( 3 )  Catalogue o f Khalsa Daruar records, r o l .  1 ,  p art 1 ,  page o .
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Tm  uniform o f 11& infantryisen was s c a r le t .  Tnere

were* xiowerer* d if fe re n t  coloured racings to  d is tin g u is n

tn e regim ents. Tne trousers were o f b lu e  cotton c lo tn ;

and tne turbans,wnicn formed tne nead dress^ were o f tne

e colour* me b e lts  were o f black ie a tb a r*  Tney ere
( 1 )

usually  armed w itn  sword* ausket and bayonet.

Fatv,1- l- jL /l3  3 or tne Frencn L egion.

Tni formed tne model brigade o f  tne

31 kn array; and nonce may be described  nere sep a ra te ly *  I t

was ra ised  In l a ^  uy G enerals Ventura and A llard* I t s  

normal stren g tn  was four b a tta lio n s  o f  in fa n try  * two r e g i-  

nents o f  cavalry^ arid one troop o f  a r t i l l e r y  com prising twenty 

fo u r runs* sp ec ia l e f f o r t s  were made in  i t s  tr a in in g *  and

in  point o f  d is c ip l in e  and equipment i t  grew to be tne b est

( 1 )  Tne Pmnjafb by 8teim >achf pages n l - l i c .
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o r g a n is e d  section  o f  tn e  r e g u la r  a r i^ *  Tne in fa n tr y  s e c t io n

o f  tne b r ig a d e  c o n s is t e d  o f  tn e  Efcass b a t t a l io n *  a Gurkha

b a t t a l io n *  anu tr o  no re commanded by 3 e /a  B ingh and Sham 3 o t a .

The ra lry  n o rtio r i nn-t r i s e n  a  Kh&fl l e n t ,  and a

dragoon r e g im e n t. Tne a r t i l l e r y  was tn e  corpa  known a s  tn a t
( 1 )

o f  G eneral I la n i  Ba&fesh.

As reg a rd s tn e  o f f i c e r s  o f  tne hftass b r ig a d e ,  Dr*
( 3 )

Murray s a y s :  "To ea c h  company in  th e s e  o a t t a l io n a  tn e r e  la
♦

a t ta c h e d  one SuM d& r, On* Jfaaadar, fou r  R a w a ld a rs, and fo u r

H a ik s; ana to  ea cn  b a t t a l io n  one commandant ana one A d ju ta n t."

> Had a s  i t s  emblems , tne e a g le  and

tne t r i c o l o u r s  f l o g ,  w itn  an in s c r ip t io n  o f  tne r a a r t ia l

. u> u . lo o in d  C in gn , em broidered  upon i t .  I t  used  French

v o rd s  o f  command in  p ursuance o f  tne I n s t r u c t io n s  o f  i t s

French o f f i c e r s .  TTius i t  lia s o f t e n  been  c a l l e d  the French
( 3 )

b r ig a d e  or tn e  French L e g io n . Gardner s t y l e s  i t  th e

• Fran ace s e Caiapo • M

( 1 )  This was r a is e d  in  1814 f and was c a l l e d  Top-j£&ana-l-Khaf f .

( 3 )  tfurray to  wade t Lahore, Ib th  Jan. 182V: Bengal P o l i t ic a l  
C o n s u lta t io n s  , Range 125 , v o l. 18 ( In d ia  O ffice  MSS.}*

( 3 ,  page 1 8 0 .
A
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( 1 )
Capt. *ade saw the parades o f  tne in fa n try  section  o f  

tne uZ-l-Khaas in  1837, i . e .  only f i r e  years a f t e r  i t  nad

been c o n s titu te d * and described n is  iapresaions tnus : •Tney

are a l l  aressea, armed, and equipped l ik e  tne Ra4a#3 otner

reg u la r o a tta lio n a  out in  a neater arid superior s ty le ,  me

four 3 ikn  o a tta lio n a  wear tne 3 ikn  turbans * tne colour o f

w nicn is  d if fe re n t  in  eacn b a t ta l io n , me Gurkhas and

Purbias mo,r Chakos o f  a neat manufacture ••• •».«••  H. Ventura

put n is Legion through manoeuvres which the corps executed

w itn  a steadiness and p rec is io n  i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  to

e x c e l .  T h eir fo rm a tio n  in to  close column, and th e ir  march

and deployment in to  l in e  were performed w ith  such closeness

and accuracy as to surprise the whole p a r ty . I t  was, indeed,

impossible not to admire the high degree o f p e rfe c tio n  to

which M. Ventura had brought h is  Lec ion .*

(1 )  tfade to res iden t a t D e h l i , Ludhiana, 1st August 1837: 
Bengal P o l i t ic a l  c o n s u lta tio n s , Range 13b, v o l.  33 ,
( In d ia  O ffice  u s a j .

lUuruLt



Tne reg u lar c a ra iry  formed a force o itogetn& r less  

im portant tnan tne in fa n try  botn in  numbers ana in  e f f i 

c ien cy . I t  consisted o f a few Eujiaana (reg im ents) o f

dragoon-j ana lancers tra in e d  oy European o f f ic e r s *  more
✓

s p e c ia lly  General A lla rd . rfnen H a n jit began reform ing h is  

troops a f te r  lBOo* n is  idea was to  create  a d is c ip lin e d  

force o f a l l  tne tnree orancnes* in fa n try *  c a ra iry  * and 

a r t i l l e r y .  He accordingly attem pted to introduce tne European 

d r i l l  among tne ir re g u la r  fcorseaen. but tne proud cmorciiaras
m r

regarded tne new practices  as tne tr ic k s  o f a dancing g i r l ;  

and refused to abandon tn e ir  o ld  node o f  w a rfa re , m is  led  

to tne ra is in g  o f new re c ru its *  wnicn* coupled w itn  R a n j i t 1* 

preoccupations in  organising tne foot s e r r ic e * nindered  

rapid  progress. From tne catalogue o f tne pay r o i ls *  I  fin d  

tn a t u n t i l  tne a r r l r a l  o f  A lla rd  in  1838 tnere were only  

four tra in e d  regiments o f c a ra iry  in  tne 3 ikn  s e rrice  as

( 1 )  In  a p e t it io n  to R a n jit  aingn* tne GaoroParas protested  
d a s t  tne cnanges and described .
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against fourteen o a tta lio n s  o f in fa n try  and e igh t Deras■# i JT Tir

(u n its )  o f  a r t i l l e r y .  IVie to ta l  numoer o f d r i l le d  horsemen 

was one thousand as against n ea rly  ten thousand fo o t . A fte r  

183%, n o w e r a r ,  tn e  progress was more ra p id . I t  is  shown 

from tn e  f a c t  tn a t  in  1 8 2 9 * i . e .  w ith in  seren years o f  

A lla r d * s  a r r i r a l , tne s trength  o f tne re g u la r norse increased  

more than  fo u r  t im e s . i t  was tnen aoout fou r thousand f i r e  

red* and remained m m .  H e  ease u n t i l  tne end o f tne 

^ a h lra ja ’ e re ig n .

A c a ra lry  rajman was, a t f i r s t ,  composed o f men o f  

d if fe re n t  creeds l ik e  tne Pathans, R ajpu ts , B o g r**, and 

o tn e ra . Its  nurnoer r^ ri^ a  from one nunarea to more than 

f i r e  hundred men. Later on , nowerer, tne s e r /lc e  in  tn is  

orancn grew popular among tne Sikhs tnem selres, ana tne ami

ne r  o f  regiments increased, tne minimum strenrtfc ueing o re r  

two hundred and f i f t y  men and tne maximum o r e r  s ix  hundred. 

The regiments o f large num erical strength  were d ir id e d  

g radu a lly  in to  B isatas ( t ro o p s ) , ttys s trength  o f which
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rmgQ'i fn.r m o  hundred ini f i f t y  to -cm hundred. The o ffic e rs  

in a cavalry rogimont wore sim ilar to  those in  an infantry  

batta lio ry  and sim ila r was the „rrmgmmt of nai~©cKdM*ant3 «

The pay o f cavalry regiments was much higher, however, t h m  in  

tho in fan try .
I

L is t .  Barr g iv e s  the f o i lw in g  d o sc r ip tijh  o f  the d ross  

and arms o f  Allard* 3 dragoons; “ Tho troopor*3 dross i s  a rod 

ja c k e t , (by no moans now or o f  a b r ig h t c o lo u r ,) w ith  broad 

fa c in g s  o f  b u ff  orossod in  fro n t by a p a ir  o f  b lack  b o l t s ,  on© 

o f  which supports a pouch, tho o ther a bayonet. Bound the w a ist, 

they wear a g ir d le , p a r t ia l ly  conooalod by a sw ord-belt to  which 

a sabro w ith  a b ra ss  h i l t  and loatkara  scabbard i s  suspondad, and 

b efore the sad d le  i s  a sm all lea th ern  re cep ta c le  fo r  th e  b u tt  o f  

the carb ine, which i s  so attached  to  the in d iv id u a l as to  g iv e  

i t  th e  appearance o f  being tlung across th e  back. Thoir trousers 

arc lon g , o f  dark bluo c lo th , w ith  a rad s tripe ; md th e ir  

turbans o f  crimson s i l k ,  brought somewhat in to  a peak in  fro n t,  

m  l ornamented in  tho ©ontar© with a small b ra ss half-moon, from

(1 )  Journal o f  a March, ©to. f p . 214-15.
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whioh springs a g lit te r in g  sprig about two inchos in height.

Their saddles are concealed by a crimson cloth edged with a 

border o f  blue and white stripes, and the harness is  adorned 

w ith brass studs. The o fficers  are a ttire d  from top to toe ia  

b r ig h t crimson s ilk , and they merely carry a sabre attached to 

th e ir  person by an ornamented b e lt . Altogether, the appear an qo 

of th e  detachment was very creditable, and the men would look 

remarkably well i f  a b etter cloth was used for th o ir jackets."

The regular horsemen have been described as "mean-looking, 

i l l  dressed and wretchedly mounted; "and th e ir  horse-trappings as 

of the leather of the worse q u a lity .*  In the f ie ld , th e ir  conduct 

corresponded with th o ir general appearance. Steinbach^says^'Whon 

the horso is  in motion, the legs and arms of the rid e r wave backwards 

and forwards, r ig h t and le f t ,  by way, as i f  i t  were, of keeping time 

with the pace of the animal bestridden."

Osborne2 recorded his opinion in his diary in  1838 thus":

"I took the opportunity of looking at the two squadrons of

x ) J& L  ^  j?j?«

(2 ) te.Osborne was m ilita ry  Secretary to the Governor General 
Tk.Court and Camp of Ranjtft Singh,
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G en era l A lla rd 's  c a v a lry , wno were on tne ground# They 

were trie f i r s t  o f  them I  had y e t met w ith , and I  was 

much disappointed in  th e ir  appearance# They do not look  

to  a d vantage oy the side o f tne in fa n try .  They are  

men o f  a l l  a r e s ,  i l l - lo o k in g ,  i l l -d r e s s e d , and worse 

m ounted) and n e ith e r  in  appearance nor in  r e a l i t y  are 

th ey  to oe co a oared to  the in fa n try  s o ld ie r  o f tne Punjau# 

One reason fo r 18^th a t Ranjgt personally  Inspects erexy

r e c r u i t  fo r  his in fa n try ^  w hile  the ca7u lry  is  g en e ra lly  re 

c ru ite d  from the fo llow ers  o f the d if fe re n t  S irdars^ ana

most o f tnea owe th e ir  apoomtmento to favour and in te re s t
( i )aore than to f itn e s s  and capafilty#*

( 1 )  Qsuome's view is  supported oy various o ther w rite rs #
*ee C alcu tta  Review o f August 1 b t e ;  s te lnoaca 'a  Penjauo, 

pages 91-110; and capt# fade's le t t e r  to the Resident 
at D e n li ,  Ludhiana, cuted 1st August 1627: Bengal P o li
t i c a l  c o n s u lta tio n s , Range 1 3 o ,v o i.3 3  ( In d ia  O ffic e  M33^.

Q&iituh
R a n jlt 's  comparative in d iffe re n c e  towards cavalry  seems 

to nave heen due to various reasons, the c h ie f among whicn 
were tne reluctance o f re c ru its  o f good q u a lity  to  en te r th is  
s e rv ic e , tne f in a n c ia l d i f f ic u l t ie s  in tne way o f improving 
tne c o s tly  equipment o f horsemen, and the personal oraoccu- 
rati'>a o f t i^  Kafe&rSja in the tra in in g  o f  In fa n try  and a r t i l 
le r y .  But s t i l l  more i ip o rtan t was the existence o f  tne 
f in e  force o f the Qnorcniras . which ^rocludad the necessity  
o f a la rg e  d is c ip lin e d  c a v a lry , s p e c ia lly  in  an age when 
the u t i l i t y  of t;.e l a t t e r  in  warfare was fa s t d e c lin in g .
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I I I *  A r t i l l e r y .

I  h ave i l r e  w y 3 ta te d  t h a t  in  t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e  I .; i3 ls  t h e  

S ik h s  u id  n o t p o s s e s s  any a r t i l l e r y  w orth  m e n tio n in g . R a n j it  

3 in g h , h ow ever , soon  r e a l ia e d  t h e  im p o r ta n ce  o f  t h i 3  b ra n ch , a3  

fo rm in g  an in d is p e n s a b le  su p p o rt f o r  in f a n t r y .  Prom th e  b e

g in n in g  o f  h i s  c a r e e r  h e p a id  p a r t i c u la r  a t t e n t io n  t o  a c q u ir in g  

gun3; and t h i s  ten d en cy  showed i t s e l f  even  more c l e a r l y  d u r in g  

h i s  C i s - 3 a t l u j  r a id s .^  In  m a tte r s  o f  o r g a n is a t io n  and t r a i n i n g ,  

h o w ev er , R a n j it  e x p e r ie n c e d  c o n s id e r a b le  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  The 

S ik h s ,  a s  a p e o p le ,  a lth o u g h  n o t p erh ap s so  a v e r s e  to  s e r v in g  

i n  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  a s  t o  s e r v in g  in  t h e  I n f a n t r y ,  had no g r e a t  

l i k i n g  f o r  t h e  p a t ie n t  t r  u .n in g  w hich t h e  form er in v o lv e d .  Then 

t h e r e  was t h e  d e a r th  o f  3 h o t and s h e l l ,  and o f  many other t h in g s  

n e c e s s a r y  fo r  d a i ly  p r a c t i c e .  To m eet t h e  f i r s t  d i f f i c u l t y ,

(1 )  "The R a ja la  attachment to  guns and h i j opinion o f t h e ir
w e ig h t” , w rote  M e tc a lf e  in  1 3 0 3 ,"are b oth  sc  g r e a t  t h a t  he  
w i l l  n ev er  m is s  an o p p o r tu n ity  o f  o b ta in in g  a  gu n . I f  he  
h e a r s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  gun in  any f o r t ,  he ca n n o t r e 3 t  u n t i l  
h e h a s  ta k e n  t h e  f o r t  t o  g e t  a t  t h e  gun , or u n t i l  t h e  gun 
h a s  b een  g iv e n j t o  him t o  s a v e  t h e  f o r t .  He im m e d ia te ly  
d ism o u n ts  t h e  gun from  th e  w a l l s  and d r a g s  i t  a f t e r  him a s  
an a d d it io n  to  h i s  f i e l d  t r a i n .  Me  h wv , ii» i o - e u id y  pro 
<mr »d t h r e e guns from  He b o a s te d  t o  me~*that h e
had made t h e  R&jadof P a ttfca la tg iv e  him a  f i n e  gun^wh^ch t h e  
R ajuA w ished t o  r e s c u e ,  f o r  tw en ty  th o u sa n d ^  * 1Layef s
L i f e  o f  Lord M e tc a lf e ,  v o l . I ,  276
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fiUr*jit .it  t h e  o u t s e t  em ployed  a  la r g e  number o f  Mohammedans. iiany 

were d e s e r t e r s  from th e  a r m ie s  o f  S in d k ia , Holk&r, and t h e  Company? 

As r e g a r d s  t h e  se c o n d , p r o g r e s s iv e  arran gem en ts w ere made t o  manu

f a c t u r e  t h e  r e q u ir e d  m a t e r ia l s  w ith in  t h e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  t h e  P an jab .

I n  th e  b e g in n in g , two gu n s w ere u s u a l ly  a t ta c h e d  to  ea ch  in 

fa n tr y  b a t t a l i o n ,  t h e r e  b e in g  no d i s t i n c t  d e ta c io a en t o f  a r t i l l e r y  

in  e x i s t e n c e .  I n  1 8 1 0 , h ow ever , a s e p a r a te  c o r p s  was r a i s e d  and 

p a ced  unuer an o f f i c e r  c a l l e d  D aroK h a-l-T op U ian a . Two y e a r s  

lv fce r , t h i s  c o r p s  form ed t h e  p r in c ip a l  u n it  c f  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  and

„ jach  . > • - a.d . i s .  I t  was cojomanded by a  Mo-
( 3 )  —

huiunedan o f f i c e r ,  n.oaeu Mian Gh Uis Khan* The e n t i r e  T o .^ h a na was

(1 ) From 1314  th e  in h a b i t a n t s  c f  t h e  Panjab began  t o  e n te r  t h e  ar
t i l l e r y  in  la r g e r  num bers, and form ed an e v e r - in c r e a s in g  p r o p o r t io n  
of th a i f o r c e  Up t o  t h e  end o f  t h e  M aharaja4* r e ig n .  T h is  was a  
r e s u l t  o f  a c o n t in u e d  p o l ic y  c f  l a v i s h  rew ard s, i n  c a s h , j e w e l s  and 
J a r ir 3 . by t h e  Mah&raja. S ee  M emoirs o f  C o lo n e l A lexan d er Gardner, 
pages 1 8 3 -1 8 3 .

(2 )  I t  was so m etim es c a l l e d  T op k h an a-i-M u b arik *

( l )  Ghaus ih a n  a ie d  i n  1 3 1 4 . H ence t h e  c h i e f  0 Ad o f  t h e  ar
t i l l e r y  wu l a n s fe r r e d  t o  Misk* Bewan Ghana. B ut th e  b a t t e r y  
vhlch  was under t h e  im m ed ia te  command o f  Qiiaus Khan was handed o v e r  

I s  so n , S u it  I n  Mohammed g h ln .  Dew an Guana d ie d  i n  1 3 2 5 , and 
was su c c e e d e d  by h i s  so n , Sukh D ia l ,  who h e ld  th e  c h i e f  command fo r  
tv/3 y e a r s  b u t was d egrad ed  f o r  in o o m p e te n c y . S u lta n  Mohammed had  
m eanwhile shown h i s  f i t n e s s  f o r  t h e  t a s k  and was put in  ch a rg e  o f  
the w h ole  ord n an ce d ep a r tm en t. B u t, tw o y e a r s  b e fo r e  R a n j it  
H ig h f 3 d e a th , S u lta n  MoLart-.ed a la o  was d egrad ed  f o r  h i s  h a b it  c f  
e x c e s s iv e  d r in k in g *  He was su c c e e d e d  by Lehna S in g h  M&ji^ldLa.
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now d iv id i  to  fo u r  n a t i o n .5 , t h e  f i r s t  co m p ris in g  AsBl gttQS
/ . .

( d r iv e n  by h o r s e s ) ,  and th e  seco n d  G avi guns ( d r iv e n  bp b u l 

lo c k s ) *  The t h i r d  s e c t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a s e p a r a t e  h o r3 e  b a t -  
( 1 )

t e r y ;  w h i l e  t h e  l a s t  co m p rised  a number o f  guns w hich  were  

d i s t r i b u t e d  o v er  t h e  v a r io u s  b a t t a l i o n s  o f  in f a n t r y *  The 

Ch ub aras (m o r ta r s )  and Zamburoks ( s w i v e l s )  were o r g a n is e d  i n t o  

L e r a s  ( c ^ a ) ,  c a l l e d  D e r a - i - Z ^ nburkhana. I n  1314  a f r e s h  b a t 

t e r y  was r a i s e d ,  and p la c e d  under X la h i  Bohhsh; b u t  t h e  sepa

r a t e  b a t t e r y  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  p e r io d  was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  r e g u la r  

army. By 132G t h e  number o f  b a t t e r i e s  a t ta c h e d  t o  t h e  r e g u la r  

army r o s e  t o  s e v e n ,  and t h e  number o f  guns i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s w i v e l s  

t o  about two hundred . The n e x t  y e a r  saw t h e  employment o f  

G e n era l Court by t h e  M aharaja , and i n  1332  C o lo n e l  Gardner was 

added t o  t h e  s t a f f .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  r e fo r m in g  e f f o r t s  o f  

b o th  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  e n t i r e  To,Adana ( a r t i l l e r y )  was re 

o r g a n i s e d .  I t  was d iv id e d  i n t o  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s ;  ( 1 )  T or Khanor- 

1 - J i n a i , or heavy and m ixed b a t t e r i e s ;  ( 2 )  i 0 ^kita n a -1 - A s p j . or

( 1 )  T h is  b a t t e r y  ^also was p la c e x  under a Mohammedan o f f i c e r ,  
named Mahsar A l l  B eg .
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p u r e ly  h o r s e  and l i g h t  f i e l d - b a t t e r i e s ;  and ( 3 )  %ambury^anaa.

o r  s w iv e l  b a t t e r i e s .  The mixed b a t t e r i e s  o f  t h e  f i r 3 t  were
_  ( 1 ) ?

composed o f  haul  g u n s ,  G avi guns and h o w i t z e r s .  The o ld  prac

t i c e  o f  a s s i g n i n g  gun3 t o  s e p a r a te  b a t t a l i o n s ,  w hich had con

t i n u e d  t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  u n t i l  t h i s  p e r io d ,  wa3 now d e f i n i t e 

l y  abandoned. The T o^ k h ana-i-K h asq  wa3 amalgamated w ith

o t h e r  b a t t e r i e s  t o  form one o f  t h e  t h r e e  p r i n c i p a l  s e c t i o n s  o f  

t h e  r e g u la r  army. I n  1 8 3 5 ,  when t h e  array was o r g a n is e d  i n t o  

b r i g a d e s ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  branch  underw ent f u r t h e r  m o d i f i c a t i o n s .  

Cne h o r s e - b a t t e r y  was now a s s ig n e d  t c  each  b r ig a d e ,  b ut t h e  few  

J i n s i , or  heavy s i e g e  t r a i n s ,  rem ained a d i s t i n c t  c o r p s ,  com

manded a t  f i r s t  by S u lta n  Mahmud, and a f te r w a r d s  by Lehna S ingh  

M a j i t h i a .

Towards t h e  end o f  t h e  M ah araja ’ s  r e ig n ,  t h e  number o f  gu n s  

i n  a J i n s i  b a t t e r y  v a r ie d  from t e n  t o  t h i r t y , i n  an AatA b a t t e r y  

from f i v e  t o  t e n ,  and i n  a s w iv e l  b a t t e r y  from f i f t y  t o  s e v e n t y -  

f i v e ,   t h e  u s u a l  number b e in g  s i x t y .  T here  was a c l o s e  r e -

( 1 )  T h ese  guns were heavy p i e c e s ,  p rob ably  drawn a t  w a lk in g  
pace  by c a r t - h o r s e s ,  which were t h u s  a b le  t o  keep  p ace  
w ith  t h e  b u l l o c k s .
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3omblctfioe between th e  in tern a l organ isa tion  o f  a b a ttery  and a 

b a tta l io n  o f  in fa n try , the average strength  o f  a ton-gun b attery  

being two hundred and f i f t y  men, includ ing  non-combatants. Each 

battery  in  turn wa3 sub-divided  in to  s e c t io n s ,  every se c t io n  con- 

p r is in g  on an average two guns and e ig h t  to ten gunners. Thus the  

number o f  non-combatants in each se c t io n  ranged from f iv e  to  seven. 

The ten-gun b attery  was o f f ic e r e d  by a Commandant, a s s i s te d  by an 

Adjutant and a Major; w hile each se c t io n  was under & jtemadar, with

a Hawaldar and a Nails to  a s s i s t  him.

The uniform o f  the artillerym en  i s  described as fo l lo w s:

^The men dross something l ik e  our own horse a r t i l l e r y ,  except that

in stead  o f  helmets they wear rod turbans (the  Jamadars’or o f f i c e r s ’

being of s i l k ,  ) which hang down so  as to  cover the baok part of

th o ir  neck; white tr o u se r s  with long boots, black w a ist  and cross  

b e l t s ;  and black le a th e r  scabbard with brass ornaments. Both th e ir  

appointments and accoutrements are kept in  high o rd er ." '

(1 ) Journal of a March through the Pan jab, by L ie t t .  Barr,



The tra in in g  and organ isation  o f  the a r t i l l e r y  on European 

l in e s  was accomplished in something l e s s  than a deoade. General 

Court, tc  whom t h is  task  was c h ie f ly  assigned, joined  the Sikhs only in 

1C27, and w ith in  a few years ha ra ised  the corps to  a high p itch  of  

e ff ic ie n cy *  The Europeans who w itnessed the parades and manoeuvres of  

th is  branch praised  them. Osborne attended a review at Lahore in  

1833 and made the fo llow in g  observation: After manoeuvring f i r  about

an hour and executing severa l o f  the mere simple movements with con

sid erable  p rec is io n  and s tea d in ess ,  and at a to le r a b le  pace, they 

commenced p r a c t is in g  with grape at a curtain at twe hundred yards d i s 

tance; the p ra c t ic e  would have been cr ed ita b le  to  any a r t i l l e r y  in  the  

world. At the f i r s t  round o f  grape, the curtain was cut clean away, 

and thexr s h e l l s  at e igh t and twelve hundred yards wero thrown with a 

precision  th a t  i s  extraordinary, when the short period o f  t in e ,  3irioo 

they have kno^n even the ex is te n ce  of such a th ing, i s  token in to  

con sid era tion . I rode up to the curtain with Dhooan Sing a t  the  

ccnelusion ui the p r a c t ic e ,  an/ found than- a l l  cut to p ie c e s .  The Rajah

1) The Court and Camp o f  Runjeet Sing, pp .lflt-16^ .



ji.pp ea red  h ig h ly  d e l i g h t e d  a t  h i s  o u c c t s s ,  and t<i t^rked tu hltujdfct

3 in gh  t h a t  he w ish ed  Boat mamod c o u lu  have been  ^ resen t  a s  a
( 1 )

w it n e s s  t o  h i s  p r o f i c i e n c y H. L ie u t .B a r r  w i t n e s s e d  C o u r t ’ s  a r 

t i l l e r y  a t  Peshawar i n  1 3 3 5 . He w r o te ;  "The G en era l d i r e c t e d

th e  n a t i v e  commandant, a  f i n e  s o l d i e r - l i k e  lo o k in g  man, hand

som ely a c c o u t r e d ,  t o  put them th r o u g h  t h e i r  d r i l l .  T h is  th e y  

perform ed w it h  g r e a t  c r e d i t ;  t h e i r  movements b e in g  e x e c u te d  

w ith  a c e l e r i t y  and p r e c i s i o n  t h a t  would have done honour t o  

any army. The o r d e r s  were g iv e n  i n  F ren ch , ana t h e  system  o f  

gunnery U3ed by t h a t  n a t io n  h a s  a l s o  b een  a d o p ted . At t h e  con

c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  e x e r c i s e  we w alked down t h e  l i n e  and i n s p e c t e d  

th e  ord n an ce . The two guns on t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  b a t t e r y  were  

s ix - p o u n d e r s ,  and were t h e  same w hisk  W ill ia m  B e n t in c k  had ^ re -  

3 en ted  t o  R a n j i t  S ingh  a t  Ropar. The r e s t  w ere c a s t  by h i m s e l f

from t h e i r  m odel, and appear a lm o st  e q u a l ly  good . The p r e c i s e
a*c

number o f  p i e c e s  t h e  usttfte i  f o r g e t ,  but I  t h in k  n in e ,  i n c l u d 

in g  two s m a l l  m o r ta r s  f o r  h i l l  s e r v i c e .  We th e n  t r i e d  some o f

( 1 )  J o u r n a l  o f  a March th ro u g h  t h e  P anjab , p a g e s  2 5 S -2 6 0 .



h i3  ' P u s e s ’ , w hich  a r e  very good , and barn t r u e ;  and h i s  p o t -  

f i r e s  are a l s o  t o l e r a b l e ,  b ut when compared t o  t h o s e  i n  u s e  i n  

ev e ry  oth er  p a rt  o f  t h e  S ik h  array, a d m ir a b le ;  a s  w ith  t h e  l a t 

t e r ,  they a r e  noth ing  b u t  c a s e s  f i l l e r  w ith  pounded b r im sto n e  

i n d i f f e r e n t l y  rammed down. A l l  t h e  s h o t  was form ed by b e a te n  

i r o n ,  and c o s t  a ru p ee  ea c h ;  and t h e  m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e  3 h e l l s  

were composed o f  p e w te r ,  w hich  he t o l d  u s  answ ered  uncommonly 

w e l l*  When i t  i s  c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  a l l  we saw was t h e  work o f  

t h e  G e n e r a l f s  own k n o w led g e , and we r e f l e c t  on t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

he h a s  had t o  surm ount, i t  i s  a m a tte r  a lm o st  o f  wonder t o  be

h o ld  t h e  p e r f e c t i o n  t o  w hich  he h a s  b rou gh t h i s  a r t i l l e r y . "

JE. P a u j - i -B e -c ja w a id ,  or t h e  I r r e g u l a r  Army.

Pau i - i - B e - ?daw aid means a f o r c e  w hich  f o l l o w s  no p r e s c r ib e d  

r u l e s .  The term  a p p r o p r ia t e ly  e x p l a i n s  t h e  c h i e f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .
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( 1 )o f  R a n j i t  S in g h ’ s  I r r e g u la r  army. I t  was p r i n c i p a l l y  composed  

c f  horsemen, c a l l e d  t h e  G h orcharas. When d e s c r ib in g  t h e  de

velopm ent o f  t h e  3 ih h  trmy b e f o r e  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  M aharaja, I  

t r a c e d  t h e  s t e p s  by w h ich , a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  1 3 t h .c e n t u r y , t h e  

K h a ls a . or t h e  / h o le  S ikh  com munity, had been  d iv id e d  i n t o  two 

d i s t i n c t  c l a s s e s , —  t h e  one composed o f  p e o p le  engaged In  p eace

f u l  a v o c a t io n s ,  and t h e  o th e r  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o l 

d i e r s ,  /ho l i v e d  e i t h e r  on t h e  s p o i l s  c f  war or on g r a n t s  o f  

n e w ly -o c c u p ie d  la n d  made by t h e i r  c h i e f s .  R a n j i t  S in g h , how

e v e r ,  w ished  t o  r a i s e  a s ta n d in g  f o r c e  o f  r e g u la r ly  t r a in e d  

horsem en, who m ight ta k e  t h e  p la c e  o f  armed f o l l o w e r s ,  l o o s e l y  

a s s o c i a t e d  by t h e  hope o f  p lu n d er .  lie a c c o r d in g ly  c o n s t i t u t e d ,  

a t  an e a r ly  p e r io d  o f  h i s  r e ig n ,  a reg im en t o f  c a v a lr y ,  c a l l e d  

t h e  Ghorohara S ow ars: t c  which was added a few y e a r s  l a t e r
t ♦

a n o th e r ,  known a s  Ghorcitara Kha3a. Both  o f  t h e s e  were t o  be

( 1 )  T here were a few i r r e g u l a r  in f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n s ,  l i k e  t h e
N a j ib s  and Ramgouls, s u r v iv in g  from t h e  e a r l i e r  d ays  o f  t h e  
M aharaja. They were more f u l l y  o r g a n ise d  l a t e r  on, a l 
th ou gh  n ot so s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  t r a in e d  a s  t h e  r e g u la r  b a t t a l 
i o n s .  In  o th e r  r e s p e c t s  however t h e r e  was l i t t l e  d i f f e r 
en ce  betw een  them and t h e  t r a i n e d  i n f a n t r y .  See t h e  C al
c u t t a  Review o f  A ugust, 18 4 4 .



)))

- 1 4 7 -

p a id  a  f i x e d  s a la r y ,  which c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e

between them and th e  horsemen o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  p e r io d .  O th e rw ise

the> remained e q u a l ly  f r e e  from  t h a t  d i s c i p l i n e  t o  which t h e

r e g u la r  cavalrym en were s u b j e c t e d .

The G horcharaSt t h a t  i s ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  bouy o f  i r r e g u l a r  ♦ #

h o r s e ,  were g r a d u a l ly  d iv id e d  i n t o  two s e c t i o n s ;  —  Ghorchara

Lhass ana t h e  i i s l u l r s . The form er c o n s t i t u t e d  a s i n g l e  o r g a n i-  
* ♦

s a t i o n ,  and was r e c r u i t e d  from amongst yeomen or lan ded  g e n t r y .  

Many members o f  t h i s  f o r c e  were r e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e  d i g n i t a r i e s  o f  

th e  c o u r t .  They s u p p l ie d  t h e i r  own h o r s e s  and equipm ent, and 

were r e g u la r ly  p a id ,  a t  f i r 3 t  in  J ap.Xra. l a t e r  i n  c a s h .  The 

M is ld a r s  com prised  a l l  t h e  p e t ty  c h i e f s  who, having , been r e c e n t 

ly  d i s p o s s e s s e d  o f  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i e s  by i ia n j i t  S in gh , hau con

s e n te d  to  3e rv e  under him a t  t h e  head, o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  bands 

o f  horsem en. The l a t t e r  th u 3  r e p r e s e n te d  a l l  c l a s s e s  o f  s o c i e t y ,

and tTere regarded  a s  i n f e r i o r  i n  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  to  t h e  iu iass• «

t r o o p s .  T h is  d i f f e r e n c e  was a l s o  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e i r  h o r s e s  and
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eq u ip m en t. With t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  I id la r tI ja , s  a u t h o r i t y  e v e r  

t h e  Panjab  and t h e  a b s o r p t io n  o f  many p r i n c i p a l i t i e s  i n t o  h i s  

kingdom , t h e  1-ls ld -Ira  grew i n  num bers, and, a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  

r e i g n ,  form ed by f a r  t h e  g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t io n  o f  t h e  i r r e g u l a r

c a v a l r y .

For a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p u r p o se s  t h e  G aorch aras were d iv id e d• •

i n t o  s e v e r a l  d e r a a , each  Dera c o m p r is in g  s e v e r a l  m inor g r o u p s  • #•

o f  h orsem en, which were c a l l e d  i i a l s . The men i n  a  i l i s !  g e n e r 

a l l y  b e lo n g e d  t o  a  s i n g l e  c l a n ,  t r i b e ,  o r  community* T h e ir  

l e a d e r  was u s u a l l y  t h e  d e s c e n d a n t  o r  r e la t A v e  o f  one under whom 

t h e y  had o r i g i n a l l y  j o in e d  R a n j i t  S in g h 1 a army. T h ese  l i i s l s  

w ere o f  v a r i o u s  s t r e n g t h ,  r a n g in g  u s u a l l y  from t w e n t y - f i v e  t o  

s e v e n t y - f i v e  men. I n  1 8 2 2 ,  t h e  D eras were grouped  i n t o  b ig g e r

d i v i s i o n s ,  each  o f  w hich  was put i n  c h a r g e  o f  a  h ig h  d i g n i t a r y
( 1 )

o f  s t a t e .  In  t h e s e  a p p o in tm e n ts ,  c a r e  was ta k e n  t o  k eep  t h e  

c l a n s  i n t a c t ,  and t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  c f  f i g h t i n g  under  

t h e  im m ed ia te  command o f  a t r i b a l  c h ie f *  An a d eq u a te  s t a f f  o f

a/ t _
(1) Ultigr Dewin Chand, Jamadar ILfcushaX S in g h ,  Lehna S ingh  U a j i -  

t h i a ,  Raja 3 c h e t  S in g h ,  t h e  3 in d h \a ij? t l ia  and A t i r iw a la  
S ir d a r s  commanded s e p a r a t e  d i v i s i o n s .  (C a ta lo g u e  o f  K h a lsa  
Darbar r e c o r d s ,  v o l . I ) .
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V,
n o n -co m b a ta n ta , 3uch a s  was in tr o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  r e g u la r  army,

was a l s o  s u p p l i e d  \ o  each  D er a . Apart from t h e s e  c h a n g es  o f
\  ( 1 )

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  t h e  Ghorch^raa were s c a r c e ly  su b -* •

j e c t e d  t c  ,ny o t h e r  sy stem  o f  r e g im e n t  a t  i o n , d r i l l ,  or  d i s c i

l i n e -

By c a r e f u l  ex a m in a t io n  c f  t h e  name3 c f  t h e  t r o o p e r s ,  t h e i r

p a r e n ta g e ,  p la c e  o f  r e s id e n c e  and s u b - c a s t e ,  a s  r e co r d e d  i n  an
( 2 )

im p o r ta n t  P e r s ia n  m a n u s c r ip t ,  I  h ave a r r iv e d  a t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n

t h a t  t h e  J a t  S ik h  e lem en t  was i n  a l a r g e  m a jo r i ty  among t h e

G uorcharaa . T h is  seem s t o  h ave  b een  t h e  ca a e  from t h e  b e g in n in g  * •

o f  t h e  U t i r i j a ’ s r e ig n .  T h ese  J a t s  were m o st ly  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  

t h e  C e n tr a l  P anjab , e s p e c i a l l y  o f  t h e  Manjha t r a c t s .  The grou p s  

n e x t  i n  n u m e r ic a l  s t r e n g t h  w ere t h o s e  o f  t h e  Hindu R i j p u t s  o f  

Lower Kashmir and t h e  Mohammedans o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  d i s t r i c t s  l y i n g  

a lo n g  t h e  Jeh lam . A few  P athan  and Brahman names a l s o  o cc u r  

i n  t h e  l i s t 3 , but t h e s e  g ro u p s  were a lw a y s  v ery  sm all*

( 1 )  Each Dera had i t s  own commander and one or two s u b o r d in a te  
o f f i c e r s  o f  no s p e c i f i e d  rank. On t h e  no nr-combatant e s 
t a b l i s h m e n t  were a f f a u i l  ( r e p o r t e r ) ^  a ilu n ah l ( c l e r k ) ,  a  
Dhaunsa Na^az, (drum m er), a H is h a n c h i  ( e n s i g n ) ,  and a  
G r a n th i ( w r i e s t ) .

( 2 ) /  The O r ie n t a l  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  a t  Bu..ki*>ur, v o l . V I I ,  U 3 .n o .6 2 2 .
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The G h orch araa , composed a s  th e y  w ere o f  t h e  upper s t r a t a  

o f  s o c i e t y ,  c la im e d  much r e s p e c t  and c o n s i d e r a t i o n  from t h e i r  

m a s te r .  Many o f  them were t h e  r e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e  h igh  d i g n i 

t a r i e s  a t  t h e  c o u r t ,  who, by v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t u s  

and la n d e d  i n t e r e s t ,  had a c o n s id e r a b l e  3 ta k e  i n  t h e  c o u n tr y .  

They r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  e lem en t  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  and 

were e v e r  e a g e r  t o  uphold  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  in d e p e n d en ce  and t e r r i 

t o r i a l  i n t e g r i t y .  T h e ir  p a s t  a c h ie v e m e n ts  i n  many a d e s p e r a t e  

cam paign a g a i n s t  t h e  A fghans o f  M u ltan , Kashmir and t h e  fr o n 

t i e r  e n t i t l e d  them t o  a commanding p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  S ikh  army; 

and th e y  e n jo y ed  t h e  f u l l e s t  c o n f id e n c e  o f  t h e i r  r u l e r .  Though 

a t t a c h i n g  g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e  t o  h i s  r e g u la r  army, which was t h e  

c r e a t i o n  o f  h i s  own r e fo r m in g  e f f o r t s ,  t h e  r u le r  o f  t h e  S ik h s  

f e l t  e q u a l ly  proud o f  h i s  i r r e g u l a r  horsem en. He showed t h e  

G horcharas t o  s e v e r a l  European v i s i t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  H u eg e l ,  Wade
*  i  1 ' •

a n d  C sb orn e . The f i r s t - n a m e d  —  a P r u s s ia n  t r a v e l l e r  —  was 

3 h o w n  t h i s  f o r c e  i n  1 8 3 6 , and he h a s  reco rd ed  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
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im p r e s s io n s  o f  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e .  H is  s t r i k i n g  a cc o u n t  th ro w s  

much l i g h t  on t h e  d r e e s  and arms o f  t h i s  f o r c e ,  and 3 e v e r a l  

e t h e r  p o i n t s  c o n c e r n in g  them : "*T hose a r e  t h e  C o r c h e l i 1,

s a id ,  p o in t in g  t o  t h e  t r a c e s ,  f o f  whom I  t o l d  you t h a t  I  had  

4 0 0 0 * . I  a sk ed  him t h e  m eaning o f  t h e  word. He t o l d  me t h a t  

th e y  had t e r r i t o r i e s  w hich  b ro u g h t  th e n  i n  a rev en u e  o f  30 0 0  or  

4000 r u p ee s  a - p i e c e ,  and t h a t  t h e i r  h o r s e s  and e n t i r e  equipm ent  

were a l s o  t h e i r  own. They a r e ,  In  f a c t ,  t h e  rem ainder o f  t h o s e  

OS,TOO S ik h  l o r d s  o f  t h e  P a n ja b , b ro u g h t  under t h e  power o f  Han- 

j i t  S in g h 1s  a u t h o r i t y ,  and r e c e i v e  from  t h e i r  d e s p o t i c  m a ste r  an  

a s s ig n m e n t  o f  p r o p e r ty  w hich h e  can  t a k e  from them w henever h e  

s e e s  f i t .  I  r e q u e s te d  l e a v e  t o  i n s p e c t  them , and n ev er  b e h e ld  

a f i n e r  nor a more r e m a r k a b ly - s t r ik in g  body o f  men. Bach one  

was d r e s s e d  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  and y e t  so  much i n  t h e  same f a s h i o n ,  

t h a t  th e y  a l l  lo o k e d  i n  p e r f e c t  k e e p in g .

"The handsome Raja S u sh e t  S ingh  £sic&> t h a t  i s  S o c k e t  3 i n t iQ 

?ras in  a s i m i l a r  co stu m e , and rem inded c f  t h e  t im e  .’.hen t h e  f a t e
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o f  em p ires  hung on t h e  p o in t  o f  a l a n c e ,  and when t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

.tfhose 6>old h e a r t  b e a t  f e a r l e s s l y  under h i 3  s t e e l  b r e a s t p l a t e ,  

was t h e  s o l e  fo u n d e r  o f  h i s  own f o r t u n e s .  The s t r a n g e  t r o o p  

b e f o r e  me was m ost p e c u l i a r l y  I n d ia n .  The u n iform  c o n s i s t e d  

o f  a v e l v e t  c o a t  or g a b e r d in e ,  o v e r  which mo3t o f  them wore a 

s h i r t  o f  m a i l .  C th e r s  had t h i s  s h i r t  made t o  form t h e  p a r t  o f  

a t u n i c .  A b e l t  round t h e  w a i s t ,  r i c h l y  em broidered  i n  g o ld ,  

s u p p o r te d  t h e  p ow d er-h orn , c o v e re d  w ith  c l o t h  o f  g o ld ,  a3 w e l l  

a s  t h e  P e r s ia n  K atar and t h e  p i s t o l s  which many o f  them c a r r i e d  

i n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h o s e  w eapons. Some wore a 3 t e e l  h e lm e t ,  i n l a i d  

w ith  g o l d ,  and surm ounted w ith  t h e  K alga or b la c k  h e r o h 's  plume; 

o t h e r s  wore a cap o f  3 t e e l ,  worked l i k e  t h e  c u i r a s s  i n  r i n g s :  

t h i s  cap l i e s  f ir m ly  on t h e  tu r b a n ,  and c o v e r s  t h e  w hole  h ead ,  

h a v in g  o p e n in g s  f o r  t h e  e y e s .  The l e f t  arm i s  o f t e n  c o v e r e d  

from  t h e  hand t o  t h e  elbow  w ith  a s t e e l  c u f f  i n l a i d  w ith  g o l d .  

The round S ikh  s h i e l d  h an gs a t  t h e  b a ck , f a s t e n e d  w ith  s t r a p s  

a c r o s s  t h e  c h e s t ,  a q u iv e r  a t  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  and a bow s lu n g  a t



*

- 1 5 3 -

t h e  back b e in g  c a r r i e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  equ ipm ent; a  bag made i n  

t h e  b e l t  h o ld s  t h e  b a l l s ,  and a t a l l  b a y o n e t ,  f r e q u e n t ly  orna

m ented w ith  g e l d ,  h e ld  i n  t h e  r i g h t  hand when t h e  man i 3  on f o o t

and c a r r i e d  o v er  t h e  s h o u ld e r  when i n  t h e  s a d d l e ,  c o m p le te s  t h e  

„ ( 1 )
d r e s s .

( 1 )  The a u th o r  c o n t in u e s :  wCne would 3up^ose t h a t  t h e  arms
t h a t  each  man c a r r ie d  would be enough t o  w eigh  him down, 
but t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e ,  and th ou gh  t h e  S ik h s  a r e  a n y th in g  
b a t  s t r o n g l y - b u i l t  men, th e y  seemed t o  b ear  them w ith  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  e a s e ;  t h e  b la c k  c u r ly  b ea rd  which hang3 a s  low a s  
t h e  c h e s t  g i v i n g  them an a p p ea ra n ce  o f  power w hich  th e y  do 
n ot i n  r e a l i t y  p o s s e s s .  I t  i s  a s t r a n g e  3 ig h t  t o  a Euro
pean t o  3ee  t h e i r  s l i p p e r s  em b ro id ered  i n  g o ld  c o v e r in g  
t h e i r  naked f e e t .  Some few  among them wear h ig h  ja c k  
b o o t s .  When I  r e tu r n e d  t o  R a n j i t  3 in gh  he asked  me i f  I 
sh o u ld  l i k e  t o  s e e  them f i r e ,  and on ray r e q u e s t in g  t o  do 
s o ,  a b r a s s  p o t  was f i x e d  about 100  p a c e s  d i s t a n t ,  and one  
G o r c h e l i  a f t e r  t h e  o th e r  s t e p p e d  forw ard  t o  sh o o t  a t  t h e  
mark. One o f  them h i t  i t  ev ery  t im e ,  and very  s h o r t ly  t h e  
poor b r a s s  p o t  was p e r f o r a t e d  i n  ev ery  p a r t .  A f r e 3 h  one  
?/as th e n  3 e t  up, and t h e  company o f  r e g u la r  t r o c p 3  advanced  
and w ere ranged i n t o  rank and f i l e ,  e v i d e n t l y  t o  d isa d v a n 
t a g e .  The number o f  r e g u la r  t r o o p s  w hich  f i r e d  were t h r e e  
t im e s  t h a t  o f  t h e  G o r c h e l i ,  and t h e  Maha Eiaja was much 
amused when i n  t h r e e  rounds a few  b a l l s  o n ly  h i t  t h e  mark; 
f o r  t h e  men a t  t h e  w in g s  c o u ld  s c a r c e l y  aim a t  t h e  p o t  a t  
a l l .  R a n j i t  S in gh  saw rae s m i l in g  and he o b se r v e d :  *Thi3
i s  t h e  way t h a t  r e g u la r  t r o o p s  f i r e ;  a  g r e a t  in d u ce m e n t ,  
i s  i t  n o t ,  t o  tu r n  o ld  w a r r io r s  i n t o  d i s c i p l i n e d  s o l d i e r s ? 1 
I  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  G o r c h e l i s  would n o t  f i r e  so  w e l l  i f  th e y  
w ere i n  rank and f i l e ;  t h e  a d v e r sa r y  wa3 n o t  t h e  t a r g e t  
b u t  t h e  l i n e . ” H u e g e l ' s  T r a v e l s ,  p a g e s  3 3 0 -3 3 2 .
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( 1 )
Lord Auckland saw t h e  G horcharas d u r in g  h i s  v i s i t  t o  t h e

• •

Pan jab  i n  1 8 3 3 , ttw ith  t h e i r  m e ta l  c a p s ,  h e r o n - l i k e  p lum es, and 

s i l k  d r e s s e s ” ; and c o n s id e r e d  them t o  b e  ”t h e  m ost p ic t u r e s q u e  

t r o o p s  i n  t h e  w c r ld ” .

The A R a lia .

Though fo rm in g  a p a r t  o f  t h e  I r r e g u l a r  horsem en, t h e  Ak a l i s  

w ere somewhat d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  r e s t  i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n  and 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and h e n c e  may be t r e a t e d  s e p a r a t e l y .  The 

word A k a li  means " im m orta l” , and r e l a t e s  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t  

o f  t h e  Sikh3 which p rob ab ly  owed I t s  o r i g i n  t o  Guru Gobind  

S in g h . To h i s  t e a c h i n g s ,  a c c o r d in g ly ,  t h e  Akal i s  were pecu

l i a r l y  a t t a c h e d .  I n  c o n se q u e n ce  o f  r e l i g i o u s  p e r s e c u t io n  a t  

t h e  hands c f  t h e  Mohammedans o f  I n d ia  and A fg h a n is ta n ,  th e y  

grew I n to  an e x tre m e ly  f a n a t i c a l  and i n t o l e r a n t  3 e c t ,  and th e y  

g a v e  f r e e  p la y  t o  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  d u r in g  t h e  l a t t e r  d a y s  o f  t h e  

K h a lsa  a sc en d a n cy  o v er  t h e  P anjab . In  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e i r  co 

( 1 )  Lord A u ck lan d 1a P r i v a t e  L e t t e r s ,  v o l . V I ,  (B r it .M u s .A d d .  
M S S .). S ee  a l3 0  C ap ta in  Wade t o  t h e  R e s id e n t  a t  D e h l i ,  
1 s t . A ugu st, 1827: B e n g a l P o l i t i c a l  C o n s u l t a t i o n s ,  Range
1 2 5 ,  v o l . 3 3 ,  ( I n d i a  O f f i c e  M3Sm) .



r e l i g i o n i s t s ,  how ever , th e y  w ere t h e  cham pions and d e f e n d e r s  o f  

t h e i r  creed *  Through t h e i r  e x tr a o r d in a r y  z e a l  and en th u s ia sm  

th e y  a c q u ir e d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  p r i e s t s ,  i n  w hich  ca£jao ity  t h e y  

a c t e d ,  w h i le  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  co n d u ct  o f  t h e  Gurumata.

I n  t h e  t im e  o f  H a n j i t  S in gh  th e y  formed an e s s e n t i a l l y  

m i l i t a n t  c l a s s ,  l e d  a l i f e  o f  i n t i m i d a t i o n  and p lu n d e r ,  and 

f r e q u e n t ly  in d u lg e d  i n  i n s o l e n t  and i n s u l t i n g  b eh a v io u r  to w a r d s  

Mohammedans and E uropeans. They now c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e m s e lv e s  

i n t o  bands o f  horsem en , armed t o  t h e  t e e t h ,  and were o f t e n  3een  

r i d i n g  or  tra m p in g  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n tr y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  v i c i n 

i t y  o f  S ik h  s h r i n e s ,  w ith  a  drawn sword i n  each  hand, tw o more 

i n  t h e  b e l t ,  a m a tch lo ck  a t  t h e  b ack , and two or t h r e e  q u o i t s  

f a s t e n e d  round t h e  tu r b a n .  The q u o i t  had e v e r  been  t h e i r  pecu

l i a r  weapon, —  a s t e e l y  r i n g ,  v a r y in g  from s i x  t o  n in e  i n c h e s  

i n  d ia m e te r ,  and about an in c h  i n  b r e a d th ,  v ery  t h i n ,  and t h e  

e d g es  e x tr e m e ly  sh arp . T h i s  weapon was commonly b e l i e v e d  to  

p o s s e s s  an e f f e c t i v e  ran ge  from s i x t y  t o  a hundred y a r d s ,  and,
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i f  throw n w ith  f o r c e  and d e x t e r i t y ,  was su p p osed  t o  be c a p a b le  

o f  lo p p in g  o f f  a l im b . Hence i t  was much d reau ed  by t h e  p e o p le .  

I n  r e a l i t y ,  how ever , i t s  e f f i c a c y  was much e x a s p e r a t e d . '  In  

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  weapon, t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  mark o f  t h e  A k a l i s  was 

t h e  dark b lu e  c o lo u r  o f  t h e i r  d r e s s .  T h i s ,  com bined w ith  t h e  

i n s o l e n c e  and "swagger** o f  t h e i r  m anner, g a v e  them t h e  ap pear

a n c e  o f  s t r a n g e  w a r r i o r s . Much a s  he d i s l i k e d  t h e i r  u n r u ly  

p r o p e n s i t i e s , .  R a n j i t  a v o id e d  i n t e r f e r e n c e  v /ith  t h e i r  mode o f  

l i f e .  T h i3  was due t o  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  c h a r a c t e r .  He made 

some e f f o r t s ,  h ow ever , t o  check  t h e i r  v i o l e n t  t e n d e n c i e s  by em

b o d y in g  them i n  m i l i t a r y  fo r m a t io n .  But th e y  showed no i n 

c l i n a t i o n  f o r  d i s c i p l i n e d  t r a i n i n g ,  and p r e f e r r e d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  

o lu  sy stem  o f  f i g h t i n g  i n d i f f e r e n t l y  on h o r se b a c k  or on fo o t*  

N e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  c o u r a g e  and r e c k l e s s n e s s  proved  o f
.  -  C l)

g r e a t  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  M aharaja i n  s e v e r a l  h a za rd o u s  e n t e r p r i s e s .

( 1 )  Sadhu S in g h ’ s a t t a c k  on t h e  f o r t  o f  M ultan , and FbfttUI 
S i n g h ' s  ch a r g e  a g a i n s t  t h e  Afghans i n  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  Now- 
sh o h ra  a r e  i n s t a n c e s  i n  p o i n t .
The t o t a l  number o f  t h e  A k a ii  t r o o p s  h as  b een  e s t im a t e d  by
S te in b a c h  a t  2000  t o  3000 men.
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2* R ecru itm en t and Pay.

Cl) R ec r u itm  e n t .

E n lis tm e n t  i n  t h e  .̂riny was v o lu n ta r y ,  and r e c r u i t s  co u ld  

a lw ays he found i n  abundance* " i a t e i  « a j  due t o  s e v e r a l  

ca u ses*  In  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  many o f  t h e  t r i b e s  i n h a b i t in g  th e  

Punjab p o s s e s s e d  m a r t ia l  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  a h igh  o r d e r .  Such, 

f o r  exam ple, u ere t h e  J a b s ,  t h e  p c g r a s ,  t h e  Av/ans and t h e  

T i >v a n a s « S e c o n d ly ,  c o n s id e r a b le  s o c i a l  p r e s t i g e  was a t ta c h e d  

t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  arms* T h ir d ly ,  Ranj i t  S in g h 's  p e r s o n a l  

a t t i t u d e  tow ard s t h e  f i g h t i n g  s e r v i c e s ,  h i s  l a v i s h  b e s to w a l  o f  

rewards and h onou rs on o f f i c e r s  and men, and h i s  p e r s i s t e n t  

e f f o r t s  t o  put h i s  army on t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  f o o t i n g ,  secu red  

an abundant supply  o f  men who 3ought a  m i l i t a r y  c a r e e r .

( 2 )  P a y .

I  have a lrea d y  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  days o f  t h e  l i i a l s . t h e  

t r o o p s  w ere p * id  e i t h e r  o u t  o f  t h e  p lun d er or by g r a n t s  o f  la n d ,
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u 3u a l l y  l i a b l e  t o  t h e  payment c f  re v en u e . The l a t t e r  3ystem  

c o n t in u e d  even  under R a n j i t  S in g h . I t  w as, how ever, found un

s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  p u rp o ses  o f  a s ta n d in g  army* H ence, c a sh  

payment in  t h e  form o f  m onthly s a l  i . r ie s  was in tr o d u c e d .  But 

t h e  new system  was n ot e?„sily  a c c e p te d  by a l l  c l a s s e s  o f  S ik h s .  

W h ile  t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  f o r  whom i t  was s p e c i a l l y  d e s ig n e d ,  showed 

no d i s l i k e  f o r  i t ,  t h e  Ghorchards  d i s p la y e d  much a v e r s io n .  The 

l a t t e r  a s s o c i a t e d  t h e  id e a  o f  f i x e d  s a l a r i e s  w ith  m ercenary  

t r o o p s ,  and regard ed  i t  a s  d e r o g a to ry  t o  t h e i r  s t a t u s  and p o s i 

t i o n  a s  an army o f  p a t r i o t s .  When t h e  number o f  th e  r e g u la r  

in f a n t r y  in c r e a s e d ,  how ever , t h e i r  exam ple h e lp e d  t o  remove 

such  p r e j u d ic e s  from t h e  m inds o f  o th e r  c l a s s e s .  Thus t h e  i n 

t r o d u c t io n  o f  t h e  new system  was a g r a d u a l p r o c e s s ,  e x te n d in g  

e v e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  By t h e  end o f  R a n j i t  S in g h * s  r e ig n ,  t h e  

p r a c t i c e  o f  ca sh  s a l a r i e s  had become t h e  rao3t g e n e r a l  method o f  

payment in  t h e  army.

( 1 )  At one t im e  d a r in g  R a n j i t ’ s  r e ig n ,  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  sy s tem s  
o f  payment, i . e .  by J lp ; i r a .b.v a lump sum a t  t h e  h a r v e s t  
t im e ,  and by a f i x e d  m onthly s a l a r y ,  e x i s t e d  s i d e  by s i d e .  
The r e c i p i e n t s  were a c c o r d in g ly  known a s  J a g ir d a r a , F a s la -  
nadar3 and M ahdars. Towards t h e  end, t h e  secon d  system  
a lm o st  d is a p p e a r e d ,  and t h e  t h i r d  became t h e  most u s u a l .
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Though t h e o r e t i c a l l y  t h e  s a l a r i e s  were f i x e d  a t  a m onthly  

r a t e ,  i n  p r a c t i c e  th e y  were n ev er  p a id  a t  r e g u la r  i n t e r v a l s .

The army, l i k e  m ost I n d ia n  arm ies , rem ained i n  a r r e a r s  on an 

a v e r a g e  from fo u r  t c  s i x  m onths, and paym ents were made t h r e e  or  

f o u r  t im e s  a y e a r .  T h is  was p a r t ly  due t o  t h e  i n e f f i c i e n c y  o f  

t h e  pay d ep a r tm e n t , but t o  a g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  t o  d e l i b e r a t e  p o l i c y  

on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  3 ik h  r u l e r ,  who th e r e b y  checked  t h e  in su b 

o r d in a t i o n  and d e s e r t i o n  o f  h i s  men. For p u r p o se s  o f  d i s t r i b u 

t i o n  c f  pay , t h e  array was d iv id e d  i n t o  t h r e e  b ra n ch es  —  Pau.i-  

i - o o w l r l  ( i r r e g u l a r  h o rsem e n ) , F a u j -1 -A ln  ( r e g u la r  arm y), and 

F a u . i - i - Q i l?a.ia t  ( g a r r i s o n s ) .  S e p a r a te  d i s t r i b u t i n g  a g e n c i e s  

w ere e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  e a c h . The i r r e g u l a r s  were p a id ,  a t  f i r s t  

by t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  o f  each  u n i t ,  and a f te r w a r d s  by a 

Dfiwan ( t r e a s u r e r )  a t ta c h e d  t o  each  d i v i s i o n .  The r e g u la r s  were 

a lw a y s  p a id  th rou gh  a Bakhahi (p a y m a s te r ) ,  who was e n t r u s t e d  

w it h  a s e p a r a te  t r e a s u r y ,  c a l l e d  P e t i  k h q & ln a-i-F au .u  Payment 

t o  t h e  t h i r d  branch was made th ro u g h  T h a n a d lr s  ( o f f i c e r s  i n  

c h a r g e  o f  t h e  f o r t s ) .  The p a y m a ster s  o f  a l l  t h e  t h r e e  arms
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u sed  t o  subm it a Tauadama ( e s t i m a t e ) ,  b a sed  on t h e  ap p rox im ate  

s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  u n i t s  under t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  

t r e a s u r y  a t  t h e  c a p i t a l .  They were i n  tu r n  p ro v id ed  w ith  

fu n d s ,  p a r t ly  by ca sh  r e m it t a n c e s  and p a r t ly  by d r a f t s  on n e ig h 

b o u r in g  K a r d ir s .

A c l o s e  e x a m in a t io n  o f  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  s a l a r i e s  i n  d i f f e r 

e n t  u n i t s  o f  b o th  t h e  i r r e g u l a r  and r e g u la r  t r o o p s ,  a s  reco rd ed
( 1 )

i n  t h e  P e r s ia n  m a n u scr ip t  a lr e a d y  m en tio n ed , r e v e a l s  g r e a t  la c k  

o f  u n i fo r m ity  i n  t h e  s c a l e  o f  pay o f  o f f i c e r s  and men. The 

s c a l e  d i f f e r s  in  v a r io u s  g r a d e s ,  and i n  d i f f e r e n t  u n i t s  o f  each  

s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  army. Thus a l l  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  o n ly  a p p ro x im a te .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  some c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  a g e n e r a l  n a tu r e  can be d e f i n 

i t e l y  form ed . F i r s t ,  i n  t h e  r e g u la r  array, t h e  pay o f  t h e  cav

a l r y  was h ig h e r  th a n  t h e  i n f a n t r y ;  b u t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and t h e  

i n f a n t r y  were p a id  much t h e  same. S e c o n d ly ,  t h e  em olum ents o f

( 1 )  C a ta lo g u e  o f  t h e  O r ie n t a l  P u b l ic  l i b r a r y  a t  B ankipur,  
v o l . V I I ,  US. n o . 6 2 2 .
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( 1 )
t h e  Ghorcharad were s t i l l  b e t t e r  th a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  r e g u la r  

• «

horsem en . T h i r d l y ,• i n s t e a d  o f  a  r e g u la r  sy stem  o f  p e n s io n s

f o r  lo n g  s e r v i c e ,  o c c a s i o n a l  J j / : i r s  and d o n a t io n s  o f  money were

b e s to w e d ,  but no s y s t e m a t i c  p r o v i s i o n  was made f o r  t h e  widows
( 2 )

or  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h o s e  who l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  in  t h e  f i e l d .

G. Equipm ent.

( 1 )  Arm3 and A cc o u trem e n ts .

The arras i n  u s e  among t h e  d i f f e r e n t  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  army 

were o f  v a r io u s  k in d s  and q u a l i t i e s .  The G horcharaa were armed

( 1 )  The G horcharaa w ere a t  f i r s t  p a id  i n  J i g l r s ,  whose a v e r a g e  
ann u al y i e l d  per t r o o p e r  v a r i e d  from R s .3 0 0  t o  4 0 0 . T h is  
in c lu d e d  t h e  payment f o r  t h e  h o r s e .  When ca sh  payment 
grew more common, t h e  s t a r t i n g  s a la r y  o f  a Ghorchara ' ranged  
betw een  t h e  two a b o v e -m e n tio n ed  sums. The commanders o f  
t h e  D e r a s . h ow ever , c o n t in u e d  t o  b e  p a id  i n  s u b s t a n t i a l  
J a r i r s , t o  w h ich , i n  c e r t a i n  c a s e s ,  s a l a r i e s  were a l s o  
a t t a c h e d .

( 2 )  A g e n e r a l  s c a l e  o f  pay f o r  o f f i c e r s  and men o f  t h e  r e g u la r  
army i s  g iv e n  i n  t h e  a p p e n d ix . I t  h a s  b een  p rep ared  by
me a f t e r  a m in u te  e x a m in a t io n  o f  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  a lm o s t  a l l  
t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  c a v a lr y  and a r t i l l e r y  u n i t s ,  a s  re c o r d e d  i n  
t h e  P e r s ia n  m a n u sc r ip t  o f  t h e  O r ie n t a l  P u b l ic  L ib r a r y  a t  
B ankipur; ( v id e  C a ta lo g u e ,  v o l . V I I ,  M3.n o . 0 2 2 ) ;  and t h e  
r e s u l t  h a s  been  compared w i t h ,  and ra o u if ie d  b y , t h e  f i g u r e s  
g iv e n  i n  t h e  C a ta lo g u e  o f  K h a lsa  Darbar r e c o r d s ,  v o l . I .
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w ith  s c o r i a ,  s p e a r s  ana m a tc h lo c k s ;  and t a e  same was t h e  c a s e  

w ith  t h e  r e g u la r  cavalrym en* The p r i n c i p a l  arm o f  t h e  in f a n t r y  

was a m u sk et, w hich t h e  E n g l i s h  c o n s id e r e d  i n f e r i o r  t o  t h e i r  

own, a s  sxiort i n  r<*nge and l i a b l e  to  b u r s t .  T h is  was p a r t ly  

a u e  t o  t h e  poor q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  powder p r o c u r a b le  i n  t h e  Pan j a b ,  

and p a r t ly  t o  t h e  i n f e r i o r  n e t a l  o f  wlaioh t h e  m usket was made. 

Armour c o n s i s t i n g  c f  h e lm e t s ,  c o a t s  o f  m a i l ,  s h i e l d s ,  b r e a s t 

p l a t e s  and g a u n t l e t s  was m anufactured  w i t h i n  t h e  b o rd ers  o f  t h e

P mi ja b  a t  v a r io u s  p l a c e s ,  n o ta b ly  A m r itsa r ,  U u lta n ,  d hujabad ,
(1)

J.usun and S r in a g a r .  The s h i e l d s  were node o f  t h i c k  h i d e s ,  

s tu d d e d ,  k n o t te d  or p l a i t e d  w ith  b r a s s  or i r o n .  O ther arm s, 

such  a s  3rtords, s p e a r s ,  m a tc h lo c k s  and p i s t o l s  w ere a l s o  mode 

i n  L ahore and e l s e w h e r e .

The gun3 were o f  v a r i o u s  c a l i b r e s ,  l i g h t  and heavy h o w i t -  

z e r o ,  m o rta rs  f o r  h i l l  s e r v i c e ,  and cam el s w i v e l s .  T h ere  w er e ,  

b e s i d e s ,  a  l a r g e  number o f  what L t«B arr c a l l e d  * 7 u z e s n and wPur-  

n e e r s * ,  w hich w ere  l i g h t  g u n s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  b e in g  lo n g  and 3haped

(1) Huegel1s T r a v e l s , page 3 9 7 .
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l i k e  a d u ck , and f i r e d  e i t h e r  from t h e  ground or from a t r i p o d .

I n  t h e  work o f  c a r t i n g ,  b o r in g ,  p o l i s h i n g ,  and d e c o r a t in g  guns

and p i s t o l  b a r r e l s ,  K&shmerian a r t i s a n s  /e r e  at f i r s t  em ployed .

But l a t e r  on t r a i n e d  c r a f t s m e n  ap p eared  a t  th e  c a p i t a l  and o th e r

p r o v i n c i a l  c i t i e s ,  under t h e  s u p e r v i s io n  o f  o f f i c e r s  l i k e  Lahna

S in g h  M ^ j l t h ia ,  F a ^ ir  K u r - u l - d ln ,  D r.H cr.ijIgberger, *nd o th e r

E u rop ean s. The m e ta l  em ployed In  t h e  m a n u fa ctu re  o f  g u n s h a s

been  d e s c r ib e d  aa i n f e r i o r  t o  t h a t  o f  B r i t i s h  make, and t h e i r

f i n i s h  t o o  a s  somewhat poorer*  But t h e  p i e c e s  o f  a r t i l l e r y ,

o f  which t h e  m a jo r i ty  were l e a s  th an  s ix - p o u n d e r s ,  were on an
( 1 )

a v e r a g e  g r e a t e r  i n  w e ig h t  th a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h .

( 2 )  M o b i l i s a t i o n .

The s o l d i e r s  o f  t h e  Pan ja b  w er e ,  a s  t h e y  s t i l l  a r e ,  t a l l  

and h a rd y . They had a  g r e a t  c a p a c i t y  f o r  p h y s i c a l  en d u ra n ce ,

( 1 )  The in f o r m a t io n  c o n t a in e d  i n  t h e s e  two p a ra g ra p h s  i s
l a r g e l y  o b ta in e d  from twe co m m u n ica tio n s , nam ely , Dr.Murray 
t o  C a p ta in  Wade, 1 s t * J a n u a r y , 1827; and C a p ta in  Wade t o  
t h e  R e s id e n t  a t  D e h l i ,  1 s t * A ugu st, 1327: B enga l P o l i t i c a l
C o n s u l t a t i o n s ,  Range 1 2 5 ,  v o l s . 1 5  % 33  r e s p e c t i v e l y :  ( I n d i a  
O f f i c e  ,

The h e a v ie r  p i e c e s  w ere g e n e r a l l y  named a f t e r  th e  
c a s t i n g  was c o m p le te d .  Pompous names *?ere s e l e c t e d  f o r  
t J i i s ,p u r p o s e ,  3ueh a s  F a te h  Janft ( V i c t o r i o u s  i n  War), Jan*.-  
i^ B ij t l l  (D e s t r o y e r  l i k e  L i g h t n i n g ) ,  and 30 on. In  a d d i t 
i o n  t o  t h e  name, some b o r e  P e r s ia n  i n s c r i p t i o n s ,  w hich were  
o f t e n  i n  v e r s e .  s s ^ s a s a M *



and c o u ld  t r a v e r s e  lo n g  d i s t a n c e s  i n  ra p id  m arch es . S te in b a c h

q u o te s  an i n s t a n c e  o f  h i s  own t r a v e l l i n g  on f o o t  t h r e e  hundred
( i )

m i l e s  in  t w e lv e  d a y s ,  a t  t h e  head o f  a Sitcii colum n. Canton

m en ts  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  v a r io u s  p l a c e s  a l l  o ver  t h e  c o u n tr y ,  

m o s t ly  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Lahore and A m ritsa r . But on lo n g  

m arches t h e  t r o o p s  accommodated th e m s e lv e s  i n  ru in ed  m osques  

and c a r a v a n s a r i e s .  Some r e g im e n ts  w ere a lw a y s  k ep t  on a war- 

f o o t i n g  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  an ea sy  a m  r a p id  m o b i l i s a t i o n  o f  t r o o p s .  

M arching o r d e r s  were o f t e n  i s s u e d  a t  sh o r t  n o t i c e ,  and a t  any 

hour o f  t h e  day or n i g h t .  The t r o o p s  on t h e  move had t h e i r  

own r e g im e n ta l  b azaar3  t o  su p p ly  a r t i c l e s  o f  p r i v a t e  u s e .  The 

drum, t h e  f i f e  and t h e  b u g le  were in  u s e  among t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  and 

i n  s e v e r a l  u n i t s  bands w ere a l s o  in tr o d u c e d .

( 3 )  Animal T ranspo r t .

The h o r s e s  em ployed have been  very  v a r i o u s l y  e s t im a t e d ;  but  

on t h e  w hole  t h o s e  m a in ta in e d  by t h e  G horcharas were s u p e r io r  t o  

t h o s e  s u p p l ie d  by t h e  governm ent t o  t h e  r e g u la r  horsem en. The

( I )Ti*R4*nja,ub, p a g es  c 3 ~ € 4 . For n o t i c e s  o f  endurance o f  f a t ig u e ^  
s e e  F o r s t e r ' s  T r a v e l s , I ,  3 3 2 -3 3 3 ;  M alco lm ’ s S k e tc h ,  page  
141; and M a sso n 's  J o u r n e y s ,  I ,  433 .



a r t i l l e r y ,  h o r s e s  ana m u le s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  l a t t e r ,  a r e  d e s c r i b  

ed aa f a i r l y  g o o d . The f o o t - a r t i l l e r y  was drawn p a r t l y  by 

h o r s e s  and p a r t l y  by b u l l o c k s ,  but t h e  arm y-waggons w ere drawn 

o n ly  by t h e  l a t t e r .  The am m unition was f i l l e d  som etim es i n  

b o x e s  ana c a r r i e d  by t h e  c a m e ls ,  which were a l s o  em ployed t o  

t r a n s p o r t  f u e l  and f o r a g e ,  and som etim es even  sm a ll  p i e c e s  o f  

a r t i l l e r y .

H. S t a t i s t i c s .

T h ere  13 an o b v io u s  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  d e a l i n g  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y

w ith  t h e  t o t a l  m i l i t a r y  r e s o u r c e s  o f  a  kingdom l i k e  t h e  f a n j a b ,  

t h e  r u le r  o f  which was p r o g r e s s i v e l y  augm enting  them u n t i l  h i s  

d e a th .  In  such  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  

o f  t h e  army m u l t i p l i e d  every  y e a r .  The same was t h e  c a s e  w ith  

t h e  gu ns and ev ery  o t h e r  a r t i c l e  o f  m i l i t a r y  equ ipm ent. Heavy
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a r t i l l e r y  was s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  tow ard s  t h e  end 

o f  t h e  p e r io d .  In  s h o r t ,  t h e r e  was an a l l - r o u n d  improvement i n  

t h e  army, w hich c o n t in u e d  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e ig n .  An

o th e r  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  co m p u ta tio n  a r i s e s  from t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  

i r r e g u l a r  f o r c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  p a r t  which was under t h e  ex

c l u s i v e  c o n t r o l  and management o f  t h e  c h i e f  n eb ?63 in  t h e  3 t a t e .

Per exam ple, some c f  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  Dor;ra c h i e f s  were r a i s e d ,»

eq u ip p ed  and m a in ta in e d  e n t i r e l y  by t h e m s e lv e s .  As i n  t h e  mat

t e r  o f  t h e  c i v i l  a d m in i s t r a t io n  o f  t h e  la n d  under t h e i r  manage

m ent, so in  t h a t  o f  t h e i r  f o r c e s ,  th e y  en jo y ed  a  k ind o f  autonomy 

vhich  i n  some r e s p e c t s  was v ery  c o m p le te .  L a s t l y ,  t h e  e x i s t 

en ce  o f  t h e  q u a s i - f e u d a l  p r a c t i c e  o f  r e q u ir in g  q u o ta s  o f  armed 

men ( c a l le d ,  t h e  JaK xrd ar i Pau.i ) in  t im e  o f  war made t h e  t o t a l  

s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  army v a r ia b le *  Thus a l l  c a l c u l a t i o n s  a r e  

n e c e s s a r i l y  a p p r o x im a te .

I n  1 8 3 1 , B urnes v i s i t e d  t h e  P an jab , and formed an e s t im a t e
( 1 )

o f  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  kingdom . He g iv e 3  t h e  t o t a l  a s  7 5 ,0 0 0

( l )  T r a v e l s ,  v o l . I ,  p a g es  2 8 9 -9 1 .  In  t h e  same y e a r  Murray
e s t im a t e d  t h e  army a t  8 2 ,0 0 0  men, in c l u d i n g  1 5 ,0 0 0  r e g u la r  
i n f a n t r y  and 376 gun3: (M u rray 's  R a n j i t  S in g h , by P r in s e p ,
p a g e s  1 8 5 -1 3 6 } .
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men, i n c l u d i n g  2 5 ,0 0 0  r e g u l a r  i n f a n t r y .  M asson, h o w ev er ,

th o u g h t  t h e  army amounted t o  7 0 ,0 0 0  men, o f  whom h e  re g a rd ed
( 1 )

2 0 ,0 0 3  *3 d i s c i p l i n e d .  T h is  13 t h e  e s t i m a t e  o f  1 3 3 3 , when he  

r e tu r n e d  from K ib u l .  I n  t h e  same ./e a r  Lord Auckland v i s i t e d  

t h e  P a n ja b , and s e n t  an a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  Oikh f o r c e s  t o  S i r  John
(a)

u obh ouae . He reck oned  t h e  r e g u la r  i n f a n t r y  a s  70  b a t t a l i o n s ,  

t h e  r e g u la r  and i r r e g u l a r  cav  ,1 ry a s  3 0 ,0 0 0  men, and t h e  a r t i l 

l e r y  as 2no p i e c e s .  T h e s e  f i g u r e s  t a l l y  w ith  t h o s e  m en tio n ed
( 3 )

i n  a P e r s ia n  m a n u sc r ip t  c a l l e d  T o ^ r i t - u l - J : i a r a * The l a s t  o f

( 1 )  id 3 . ;o n ’ 8 e s t i m a t e  i s  approxim ate*  tie  w r i t e s :  "I b e l i e v e
i t  may be e s t im a t e d  i n  round numbers a t  7 0 ,0 0 0  men; o f  
whoa p erh a p s  2 0 ,0 0 0  a r e  d i s c i p l i n e d  a f t e r  t h e  F rench  and 
o t h e r  m odes. I  do n o t  p r e te n d  t c  sp eak  p o s i t i v e l y  a s  t o  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  and number o f  t h e  3 ik h  t r o o p s ,  b u t  g e n e r a l l y  
s p e a k in g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a r t i c u l a r s  may be r e l i e d  u ^ o n .”
He t h e n  a s s i g n s  d e f i n i t e  numbers o f  t r o o p s ,  b o th  r e g u la r  
aid i r r e g u l a r ,  t o  v tr io u a  commanders, and b r in g s  t h e  a c t u a l  

t o t a l  t c  7 3 ,4 0 0  men. ( T r a v e l s ,  v o l . I ,  p a g e s  4 3 0 - 4 3 3 ) .

( 2 )  I t  seem s a s  i f  h e  c o n s id e r e d  t h e  a v e r a g e  s t r e n g th  o f  a  
b a t t a l i o n  a s  5 0 0 :  (A u c k la n d ’ s  P r i v a t e  L e t t e r s ,  v o l .V I I ;  
B r i t . Liu a . Add. 1 -3 3 .) .

( 3 )  B r i t .  Mu a .  Add *113.27 25 4 ,  f . lC ‘3 .  The d a t e  when t h i s  manu
s c r i p t  was w r i t t e n  i a  n o t  g i v e n ,  nor i s  t h e r e  any i n t r o 
d u c t io n  t o  i t .
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t h e  contem porary w r i t e r s  who form ed an e s t im a t e  o f  t h e  S ikh  

f o r c e s  i s  Shahamat A l i i   ̂ He was a t t a c h e d ,  a s  P e r s ia n  s e c r e t a r y ,  

t o  C a p ta in  H ade’ s  d etach m en t which p ro ce ed ed  t o  Peshawar i n  

1 3 3 2 , a few  m onths b e f o r e  t h e  d ea th  o f  t h e  S ikh  r u l e r .  He 

w r i t e s :  " I t  Qthe S ikh  armyj c o n s i s t s  o f  31 r e g im e n ts  o f  i n 

f a n t r y ,  S r e g im e n ts  o f  c a v a l r y ,  and £38 p i e c e s  o f  a r t i l l e r y  o f  

v a r i o u s  c a l i b r e ,  o f  w hich 143 p i e c e s  a r e  drawn by h o r s e s ,  147  

by b u l l o c k s ,  and 8 h o w i t z e r s ,  b e s i d e s  1 1 ,8 0 0  i r r e g u l a r  Sowars

.......................... B e s i d e s  t h e s e  t r o o p s ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  f u r n is h e d

by t h e  J u . i r d a r s :

’’I r r e g u l a r  S o w a rs: £,460.

R egu lar  I n f a n t r y :  2 r e g im e n ts ,

d i t t o  C a v a lry :  5 r e g im e n ts .

H orse and B u l lo c k  A r t i l l e r y :  37 p i e c e s .

"The t r o o p 3  fo rm in g  h i s  Qianj i t  S in g h ’ s !  g a r r i s o n s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

f o r t s ,  and t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  m a in ta in e d  f o r  p o l i c e  and o t h e r  

p u r p o s e s ,  a r e  n o t  in c lu d e d  i n  t h e  ab ove  e n u m era t io n ."

( 1 )  The S ik h s  and A fgh an s, p a g es  £ 3 - 2 4 .



(1)
V ?ng t h e  mure r e c e n t  r r i t e r s ,  G r i f f in ,  ,vao claim s to  have 

b i ;od h i s  in fo rm atio n  o a the  pay abstracts  ;*nd re tu rn s  o f the  

3 ik h  rmy ly in g  in  the  S e c re ta r ia t  o ff ic e s  a t  Lahore, c a lc u la te s  

t h e  number o f  the  re g u la r t r o  >ps fo r  1335 a s  2 5 , ICS, and roughly 

p u t s  t h e  i r r e g u l a r s  a t 30 ,0  >0,—  thus i f t k l ig  th e  t o t a l  o f about 

CO,0 0  men. The l a t e s t  estim ates a r e  those contained in  th e  

C a ta lo g u e  o f  the Khalsa Darbar records* T h is  Catalogue is  -Iso  

b a se d  o>*. th e  e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  same m a te r ia l fhich was em ployed  

by G r i f f i n ;  but i t  stems to  h a v e  been compiled a f t e r  a acre  

c a r e f u l  and thorough study, and thus makes a u se fu l c o n trib u tio n  

t o  t h e  s t  i t i s i t i c a l  in fo rm atio n  a t our d isposal* According to  

i t ,  t h e  Sikh array in  1S38 comprised 31 b a tta lio n s  o f re g u la r in 

fa n t r y ,  7 re g i le n ts o f c a v a lry , and IS Deraa o f a r t i l l e r y , —  th e
t o

d i y' r ib u tio n  o f men b et^ctn ^ th ree  anas being 2 0 ,0 1 7 , 4 ,0S 0, and 

4 ,5 3 3  re s p e c tiv e ly * In  aud ition  to  th ese , th e re  -vtre 10,795  

i r r e g u l a r  3 o j i r s * The la s t  f ig u re  f a l l s  f i r  short o f t i l  o ther 

e s t i m a t e s ,  and probably excludes the  ir r e g u la rs  m aintained by

( 1 )  "Ranj i t  Singh" ( liu le rs  o f In d ia  s e r ie s ) ,  pages 143-143.
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t h e  p r in c i p a l  J ,w ir d a r s .

The e s t im a t e s  c f d if fe r e n t  w r ite rs  show s lig h t  v u r ia t io n 3 ,  

vihich a re  but an in e v ita b le  consequence c f  th e  p a r t ly  feu d a l 

c h a r a c te r  o f th e  m il i ta r y  o rg an is a tio n  o f the 3 ikh s . Neverthe

l e s s  th e y  provide us w ith  s u f f ic ie n t  d a ta  to  draw approxim ately  

c o r r e c t  c o n c lu s io n s *  In  view o f th e  d e ta i ls  mentioned above,

I  am I n c l in e d  t o  b e lie v e  t h a t  t h e  d is c ip lin e d  army o f the Panjab 

i n  the y e a r  of R a n j it  S in g h ’ s  d e a th  am ounted t o  oot l e s s  than  

3 5 ,0 0 0 ,  and probably d id  n o t  exceed 4 0 ,0 0 0  men* To the3e may 

b e added an e Au a l number o f ir r e g u la rs  o f 11 c lasses , reaching  

t h e  t o t a l  o f about 75,000 me£a ^

W ith r e g  wrd t o  t h e  strength o f the  ordnance, a scvile shovf- 
in g  th e  number o f guns in  the  possession o f d a n ji t  Singh a t d i f 
f e r e n t  periods o f h i s  re ign  has been prepared by the  author o f  
t h e  K h a lsa  Barbar records, and is  published in  th e  Journal o f  
In d ia n  H is to ry  o f Septe b e r, 1522* H is estim ate  fo r  1338, 
w hich  I  reproduce in  th e  Appendix, la rg e ly  agrees w ith  those o f  
Lord Auckland and Shiiharaat A l i ,  which are s ta ted  above.

There e x is t  various  estim ates o f th e  s trength  o f th e  3ikh  
army as i t  stood in  1344-45. These arc contained in  Cunning- 
}iam,;5 h i . t c r y  o f I t 3 ikhs 3 te in b ach 13 ^  jau b , th e  C a lc u tta  
Review £$* 1344, Smythe’ s Reigning Fam ily o f Lahore, G r i f f in * s  
R a n jit  Singh, and S ita  Ram K ohly*s Catalogue o f th e  Khalaa Dar
bar records. The f ig u re s  quoted by these w r ite rs  do not t a l l y  
w ith  one another; and th e  d if fe re n c e  is  a l l  th e  mere noteworthy 
as most o f these c a lc u la tio n s  are  th e  re s u lt  c f  o f f i c i a l  in 
v e s tig a tio n s  on b e h a lf o f th e  Company* Some reasons fo r  these  
v a r ia t io n s  I ho.ve already explained in  connection w ith  th e

(continued on next page)



I .  G en era l E s t im a te .

V a r io u s a c c o u n ts  have been  g iv e n  o f  th e  g e n e r a l  sta n d a rd  

o f e f f i c i e n c y  o f  th e  s o l d i e r s  o f  t h e  Panjab under R a n j it  S in g h . 

The M aharaja always co n d u cted  European v i s i t o r s  t o  th e  p a r a d e s , 

reviews and m anoeuvres o f  h i s  t r o o p s ,  and th u s  a f fo r d e d  them  

ample o p p o r t u n i t ie s  to  form  t h e i r  own o p in io n s .  The im p r e s s io n s  

o f  the more n o ta b le  among them have a lr e a d y  been  reco rd ed  in  th e

(NCTE c o n t in u e d  from p r e v io u s  p age)

e s t im a t e s  o f  R a n j i t *3 r e ig n ,  but two o th e r s  c o n c e r n in g  t h i s  
p e r io d  may a ls o  be s t a t e d .  In  t h e  f i r s t  p la c e ,  t h e  y e a r s  t h a t
in te r v e n e d  betw een  th e  d ea th  o f  R a n j it  S ingh  and th e  f i r s t  S ikh  
War w ere f u l l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a n a rch y , in  w hich r u le r s  and m in is 
t e r s  fo l lo w e d  each  o th e r  in  q u ick  s u c c e s s io n ,  and t h e r e  was 
c o n s e q u e n t ly  no s e t t l e d  p o l i c y .  S e c o n d ly , t h e  armed f o l lo w e r s  
o f  th e  p r in c ip a l  S ir d a r s ,  a s  vvell a s  o f  t h e  r u le r ,  w ere r a p id ly  
in c r e a s e d  d u r in g  th e  i n t e r v a l .  Two f a c t s  em erge c l e a r l y  from  
t h e  c o n fu se d  m ass o f  f i g u r e s  and s ta te m e n t s ,  v i z . t h a t  t h e  army 
had more th a n  d o u b led  s in c e  th e  d a y s o f  R a n jit  S in g h , and t h a t  
t h e r e  had been  p r o p o r t io n a te ly  g r e a te r  in c r e a s e  in  th e  r e g u la r  
f o r c e s  th a n  in  t h e  i r r e g u l a r s .  S t r i c t l y  sp e a k in g , th e  t o p i c s  
c o n c e r n in g  t h e  p e r io d  a f t e r  1338 f a l l  o u t s id e  t h e  3Cope o f  th e  
p r e s e n t  3 tu d y . But I  have th o u g h t i t  proper t o  r e f e r  to  
i n  ord er  t o  show b oth  th e  g e n e r a l  tr e n d  o f  m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s ,  and 
s i d e - l i g h t s  on t h e  a f t e r - h i s t o r y  o f  th e  kingdom o f  t h e  P an jab .
In  both  t h e s e  r e s p e c t s ,  th e  g e n e r a l  p o l ic y  was o r i g i n a l l y  l a i d  
down by R a n j it  S in g h .



p r e c e d in g  p a g e s .  H ere , p erh a p s , i t  w i l l  s u f f i c e  t o  a l lu d e  t o  

t h e  v e r d i c t s  o f  two o f  t h e  m ost em in en t p e r s o n s  who s e t  f o o t  in  

t h e  Panjab d u r in g  t h e  l i f e t i m e  o f  t h e  3 ik h  p o t e n t a t e .  S ir  

Henry F ane, t h e  C orim an der-in -C hief o f  t h e  Company’ s f o r c e s ,  was 

i n v i t e d  by R a n j it  S in gh  in  1837 to  w i t n e s s  t h e  m a rr ia g e  f e s t i v 

i t i e s  o f  h i s  g r  ana so n , kanwar N a u -N ih a l. I n  a p r iv a t e  l e t t e r  

t o  Lord A uck land , he made t h e  f o l lo w in g  o b s e r v a t io n a l^  "The 

n e x t  day t h e  p e r s o n a l r e t a i n e r s  and i r r e g u la r  c a v a lr y  p a sse d  by 

on h o rse b a c k , and a lo n g  a road th ro u g h  one o f  h i s  ( R a n j it  S in g h ’ s  

f lo w e r  g a r d e n s . About 5 ,0 0 0  o f  t h e  m ost p ic tu r e s q u e  p e o p le  in  

c h a in  an aou r, b r e a s t - p l a t e s ,  c u i r a s s e s ,  s h i e l d s ,  s p e a r s ,  and 

d r e s s e s  o f  ev ery  c o lo u r  o f  t h e  ra in b ow , w ith  h o r s e s  b ounding  

a lo n g  l i k e  h e r o e s  a t  A s t l e y ’ s .  The n e x t  day was a re v iew  o f  

fo u r  r e g im e n ts  o f  c a v a lr y ,  2 ,4 0 0 ,  t w e n t y - e ig h t  b a t t a l i o n s  o f  in 

f a n t r y ,  1 4 ,0 0 0 ,  and s i x t y  p ie c e s  o f  can n on , a l l  w e l l  c lo t h e d ,  

arm ed, a c c o u tr e d  and c o m p le te ly  o r g a n is e d , and b r ig a d e d  and 

p la c e d  under p rop er o f f i c e r s ;  ana t h e i r  m ovem ents w ere a s  good

( 1 )  Lora A u ck la n d 's  P r iv a t e  L e t t e r s ,  v o l . I X ,  ( B r i t f Mus»Add.MSS
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a s  t h o s e  o f  our t r o o p s  c o u ld  b e . The c a v a lr y ,  r e g u la r  and

i r r e g u la r ,  was nut le s s  than 1 2 ,0 0 0 .”
1 1 )

Lord Auckland, In  a secret l e t t e r  tu  S ir  J.Ecbhouse, g i v e s  

an account o f h is  ’v i s i t  t o  th e  Panjab* d h i l e  on t h e  way t o  

A m ritsar he w r i t e s ;  lfCn Wednesday m orning was a re v iew  o f  i l l s  

[S & B j lt  S in g h ’ s] t r o o p s ,  ab ou t e ig h t  or  n in e  thousand i t t  i.u ibcr; 

and I  must s<%y th a t  i n  eq u ip m en t, i n  a t e ^ u in e a s ,  ana in  p r e c i 

sion o f manoeuvres, they seemed to  be in  no r e s p e c t  i n f e r i o r  t o  

our own arm y.” Cn th e  1 2 th • December, Iddo , h e r e a ehed m a r it -  

c a r, th e  r e l i g i o u s  c a p i t a l  of th e  kingdom , and w rote from  t h a t  

place i n  th e  f o l lo w in g  m anner; ”X e n te r e d  my cum* n ear Amrit

sar th is  m orn in g , and was c o r d i a l l y  and m a g n if ic e n t ly  w elcom ed  

by th e  M aharaja* He has h e r e  i r r e g u la r  horsem en in n u m era b le , 

w ith  t h e i r  m eta l c a p s , her o n - l i k e  p lu m es, and s i l k  d r e s s e s ,  

th e  m ost p ic tu r e s q u e  t r o o p s  i n  t h e  w o r ld , and h e h a s  150 p ie c e s  

o f  can n on , and about 2 5 ,0 0 0  r e g u la r  in f a n t r y .  They form ed  up 

on t h e  p la in s  a b o u t fo u r  m i le s  ana a h a l f  i n  l e n g t h ,  ana t h e  

s ig h t  was a lto g e th e r very b e a u t i f u l . ”

( 1 )  Lord A u ck lan d ’ s  P r iv a t e  L e t t e r s ,  v o l* V I , ( Brit*Mu3*Add* 
M SS.) .
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In  a l e t t e r  w r it t e n  su b s e q u e n t ly  a t  A m r itsa r , and a d d r esse d  to  

l ia jo r -G e n e r a l L u sh in g to n  o f  th e  I n d ia  House on th e  15th .D ecem 

b e r , 1 3 3 8 , he s a y 3 : "I rod e y e s te r d a y  w ith  R a n j it  S ingh  up a

l i n e  o f  2 0 ,0 0 0  o f  h i s  t r o o p s  and 100 p ie c e s  o f  cannon, e v e r y 

t h in g  b e in g  p e r f e c t ly  in  o rd er  and w e l l  e q u ip p e d ." ^  ^

To sum up: R a n j it  S in g h , in  a s i n g l e  g e n e r a t io n ,  r a is e d

h i3  army from l e s s  th a n  3 ,0 0 0  u n tr a in e d  t r o o p e r s  t o  a m a g n if i

c e n t  f o r c e  o f  about 7 5 ,0 0 0  men, a t  l e a s t  h a l f  o f  whom w ere regu

l a r l y  t r a in e d ,  d i s c i p l i n e d  and eq u ip p ed . The r e g u la r  in f a n t r y ,  

w hich  had o n ly  been  c r e a te d  a f t e r  1 3 0 5 , became in  183S t h e  b e s t

o r g a n is e d  branch  o f  t h e  army. I t  th e n  a t t r a c t e d  th e  p ic k  o f  

t h e  you th  o f  t h e  c o u n tr y , and r e p r e s e n te d  t h e  f lo w e r  o f  t h e  Pan

ja b .  The a r t i l l e r y  a l s o  now becam e, f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e , a re g 

u la r  p a r t  o f  t h e  S ikh army. The em ployment o f  la r g e  m a sses  o f  

d i s c i p l i n e d  in fa n t r y  su p p o rted  by a p r o p e r ly  o r g a n ise d  a r t i l l e r y  

w as, In f a c t ,  a c o m p a r a tiv e ly  r e c e n t  in n o v a t io n  in  th e  In d ia n  

sy stem  o f  w a r fa r e . I t  was f i r s t  in tr o d u c e d  in t o  I n d ia  by th e

( 1 )  S ee  a l s o  ’’F iv e  y e a r s  in  I n d ia ” , ( p a g es  1 0 - 1 1 ) ,  by H .E .F a n e , 
A .D .C . to  t h e  G o v ern o r-G en era l in  1 3 3 7 . Fane w itn e s s e d  
th e  m anoeuvres h e ld  in  L ahore d u r in g  A u ck lan d fs v i s i t .
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European C om panies, and *a3 a f t e r *  \,rd3 adopted  by several Ind ian  

C h i e f s ,  such a s  H aidar *&li, th e  hizarn and M ahuaaji S in d h ia . The 

P anjab , how ever, had rem ained f r e e  from European i n f l u e n c e ,  and 

t h e r e  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  mode o f  f i g h t i n g  huu c o n tin u ed  u n t i l  t h e  

b e g in n in g  o f  th e  I S t h . c e n tu r y . But w ith  th e  r i s e  to  power of

R a n jit  S in g h , E n g lish  in f lu e n c e  began to  be f e l t  beyond th e  

Jumna, and th e  s u p e r io r i t y  o f  gu nn ers and m u sk eteers  over caval

rymen was n o ta b ly  d em on stra ted  in  th e  Second and th e  T hird  Mar- 

h u t ta  Wars. R a n j i t  S ingh  q u ic k ly  g ra sp ed  th e  changed s i t u a 

t i o n ,  and r e a l i s e d  t h a t  w ith  th e  approach of t h e  E n g lish  near 

h i s  own f r o n t i e r s  th e  e x i s t i n g  t a c t i c s  became i n e f f e c t i v e .  He 

a c c o r d in g ly  s e t  h im s e lf  t o  rem odel h i s  f o r c e s ,  and su cceed ed  in  

c r e a t in g  such an e f f i c i e n t  en g in e  o f  war t h a t  he cou ld  have  

fo u g h t  or, eq u a l term s w ith  t h e  E ast I n u ia  Company. The sound

n e s s  o f  t h e  ex p ed ien cy  c f  e n g r a f t in g  European m ethods o f  w arfare  

on t h e  s o ld ie r y  o f  I n d ia  has been que -t ic n e d  by c e r t a in  s t u d e n t s  

o f  In d ia n  m i l i t a r y  h i s t o r y .  But even  I f  some m easure c f  tru th
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( l )
be con ceded  to  t h i s  v ie w , th e  c a s e  c f  th e  S ik h s  would in d e e d  

f r  icttt a r € o a r k a U ^  e x c e p t io n . T h e ir  g e n e r a l ccn d u ct in  th e  

tv/o Sikh w a rs, and th e  d ogged n es3  and determ ination o f  t h e i r  

opposition  t o  th e  B r i t i s h  arm s, f a r  e x c e l l e d  a n y th in g  o f  t h e  

kind  witnessed b e fo r e  on In d ia n  s o i l .  The d is p la y  which  th ey  

made o f  t h e i r  powers and know ledge o f  W estern t a c t i c s  on th o s e  

two o c c a s io n s ,  n o tw ith s ta n d in g  t h e i r  f i n a l  d e f e a t ,  w i l l  ev e r  

rem ain ample v in d ic a t io n  o f  t h e  reform s u nd ertak en  by t h e  

*7ar-lord o f  t h e  Pan ja b .

O )  In  t h i 3  c o n n e c t io n ,  t h e  s ta te m e n t  o f  3 ir d a r  Desa S ingh
• j i t h i a ,  t h a t  M ultan , Ka 'dinar and Peshawar had a l l  been  

wen by t h e  K h alsa  c<.v i l i e r 3  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  ( M c o r c r o f t ’ s  
T r a v e l s ,  I . S3."). '
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CliAPTER IV.

CIVIL ACU1NISTATION.

Tho 9 f r o n t ie r s  o f  tho Panjab having boon completed
Qfoofe*Cv

by 13r3, tho yoar9 a fto r  th a t  date are n ot ch a ra cter ised  by frequent cam

p aign s, l ik e  tho e a r l ie r  p eriod . Othor cau ses wore a lso  r e sp o n sib le  

for a to  orary ce ssa tio n  o f  m ilita r y  a c t i v i t i e s .  In tho f i r s t  p la ce , 

the Vahsraja showed symptoms o f  i l l n e s s  and exh au stion . Secondly, h is  

dominions grew so e x te n s iv e , and h is  army so la r g e , th a t h® was canpollod  

to  devote more a tten tio n  to  h is  c i v i l  and revenue a d m in istra tio n .I  

Tho dim inished o p p o rtu n itie s  for  plunder n e c e s s ita te d  the re -o rg a n isa tio n  

o f  the sources o f  revenue on a sounder and more system atic  b a s is .  In 

tho fo llo w in g  pages, I propose to  tra ce  Ranjit* s f in a n c ia l arrangements 

o f  the Panjab.

A. F in ancia l and Departmental O rganisation o f th e  Kingdom.

At f i r s t  R anjit Singh had no regu lar s ta te  treasu ry , 

hi3 accounts o f  revenue r e c e ip t s  and o f  expenditure being kept by Rami 

Hand, a banker o f  Amritsar. In 1805, th® llaharaja was advised  by Holkar 

to  organ ise a regu lar trea su ry , but u n t i l  1808, m ilita r y  preoccupations  

did n ot allow  him to undertake th a t ta sk . In the la t t e r  year, R anjit 

appointed Dewan BhawanI Dass as h is  fin an ce m in is te r . Tho Dowan, soon 

aftor h is  appointment, d iv ided  th e  f in a n c ia l tra n sa c tio n s  o f  the s ta te

(1) 3ee Ibrat Nina, f .2 0 0 .
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among tho fo llo w in g  P aftars (departm ents ) : -

Daf ta r -i-A b v n b -u l-j /a l} Thi3 department d e a lt  w ith  tho accounts o f
f i u

tho revenue r e c e ip t s ,  and was subdivided in to  (a )  Jana Ehorch-i^Taalugat. 

and (b )  Jama K h a rc h -i-S a ir a t. Tho Taalucat se c tio n  comprised e n tr ie s  

r e fe r r in g  to  tho land revenue; w h ile  tho 3 a ir a t  included  a l l  o ther sources  

o f  in o  m } the most im portant being Nazran a ( tr ib u te s  and p resen ts  )* Zabtl 

(e sc h e a ts  and f o r f e i t u r e s ) ,  Abkari ( e x c i s e ) ,  W ajuhlt-i-M ogarari( r e g is tr a t io n  

f e e s ) ,  and Chaukiyat (custom s and t r a n s i t  d u t ie s ) .  I s h a ll  f i r s t  deal with  

the v a r io u s item s covered by S a ira t , le a v in g  the land revenue fo r  separate  

treatm ent.

Hazr3na was a tr ib u te  paid to  tho supreme ru ler  o f  a s ta te  on 

d if fe r e n t  o cca s io n s  and under v a r io u s circum stances by h is  su b je c ts , 

s p e c ia l ly  by prominent v a s s a ls  and d ig n ita r ie s .  Sometimes i t  was in  the  

form o f  a f ix e d  annual charge from a subordinate c h ie f ta in . Sometimes i t  

was the p r ic e  paid to  tho conqueror fo r  tho re ten tio n  o f  a p iec e  o f  

te r r ito r y  by a d efea ted  p r in ce . Sums o f  money and v a rio u s kinds o f  

v a lu a b les , o c c a s io n a lly  paid to  the Sikh ru le r  by h is  own o f f i c i a l s ,  may 

be in clu d ed  in  t h i s  ca te g o r y .r

(1 ) I t  v/as sometimes c a lle d  Daftar-i«4f a l ly  I t
(?)  This la t t e r  chass o f  payment was n ot f ix e d . I t  was, how ever,recognised  

13 customary ana as such was r ig id ly  ca rr ied  out in  p r a c t ic e . For
in sta n c e , whenever an o f f i c i a l  was granted an audience by the Maharaja, 

he h id  to  make a customary present or Nazar according to h is  o f f i c i a l  
p o s it io n  and p r iv a te  means. According to  Sohan Lai, Nazran a o ften  con
s i s t e d  o f  one or other o f tho fo llo w in g  a r t ic le s ,  cash, h orses, sword3, 
p i s t o l s ,  shaw ls, s p ic e s  and f r u i t s  e t c .  3oe T ^ arl& h-i-^ anjit Singh, f .S ? ^ .
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flabtl formed a acurce o f  con sid erab le  income to tho Sikh ru ler , 

who o ften  punished h is  d elinquent o f f i c i a l s  with f in e s  or fo r fe itu r e s  o f  

property, or both* B esid es, in  sev era l ca3os, he withdraw gran ts o f  land  

from th e  descendants o f  h is  deceased s i r d i r s .  Those were sometimes 

reta ined  by tho s ta te ;  w h ile  some t i r e  3 thoy were rogranted to  o th ers  in  

l ie u  o f  cash payment*

Abkari included  a l l  charges made on the s a le  o f  opium, Bhang, 3 p ir it3  

and other dru£3. Tho ino-mo derived from th is  soorce wa3 com paratively  

in s ig n if ic a n t .

^ajuhit-l~M oqararI in clu d ed  both the p r o f i t s  o f  ju 3 tio e  and charges 

corresponding to the 3timp d u tie s  o f  modern tim es. The r e c e ip ts  under 

th is  head wore c o lle e to d  in  d if fe r e n t  ways. F ir s t  o f a l l ,  certa in  charges 

were made fo r  tho red ress o f  g r iev a n ces by moons o f  J u d ic ia l d e c is io n s .

Fin03 paid to atono fo r  crim inal acta  provided another item which ©ay be 

put under th is  head, fo r  the sake o f  convenience. Then there were the  

proceeds fre© various charges le v ie d  on p e t it io n s  addressed by the people 

oithar to th e Sikh r u le r  or to one o f  h is  m in is te r s . L astly  we ©ay in clu d e  

tha payments made for the a f f ix a t io n  o f  the Boyal 3oal3 , on a l l  k inds o f  

private c o n tra c ts . Tho .sums r e a lis e d  by t h is  la t t e r  source in  d if fe r e n t  

d is t r ic t s  see© to  have been su b s ta n tia l, on account o f  the fa c t  th a t tho
4

Seals wore formed out by tho Maharaja to  h is  r .c ieresp o n sib le  o f f i c i a l s
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for f ix e d  payments o f  money.

As re g ir d s  Chaukiyat. I fin d  th a t as in  every other Indian s ta te  

tfcoro was a very comprehensive s c a le  of d u tie s  hich wore le v ie d , in  t h is  

case, under fo r ty -e ig h t  d if fe r e n t  heads, and on most o f  the a r t ic le s  o f  

d aily  consumption* An examination o f  the grading o f  the s c a le  o f  charges 

shows, however, th a t  no d iscr im in ation  was made between a r t ic le s  o f  luxury  

3rd those which formed tho n e c e ssa r ie s  o f  l i f e .  The charges were gen era lly  

made in  caSh. C ontradictory statem ents arc mad© by the w r iter s  as regards
A

the actu al working o f  t h i s  department. For example, Steinbach^ whose 

o jin ion  Should command sp e c ia l resp ect on account o f  h i3  long a sso c ia tio n  

with th e government o f  R anjit Singh says:"  Yet the d u tie s , though le v ie d

at every ton or tw elve m ile s , arc l i g h t .  To save them selves tho trouble

of con stan tly  recurring  payments, the merchants g en era lly  eontraot fo r  the  

convoy once o f  a caravan o f  th e ir  goods fro© no p o in t o f  the country to  

m other, the party who t  ikes charge o f  thorn paying a i l  d u tie s  in  tho s ta te s  

through which they pass; should any c h ie f ,  however, impose a v ex a tio u s tax , 

t ie  conductor o f  the caravan has tho op tion  o f changing the rou te, and 

oenveying th© goods through tho p o sse ss io n s  o f  one who has tho power to

(1 ) The Seal o f  the C hief O ffice  at Lahore was farmed out to  Dowan Dovi 
Dass fo r  sev era l years on an annual payment o f  R3. 130,000. Later on
however, i t  was ©ado ovor to  Dowan Devi 3ahai,^who agreed to  pay
RS.T3, 00 more than h is  p red ecessor. 3©e T ^ a r ly p -i-R sn jit  Singh, f .4 :  1. 

w
(5) The Pan jab by Col. Steinbach, pages 100-107.
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pro to o t , and the In c lin a tio n  to  encourage tho t r a n s it  o f t r a f f i c  through 

h is  dom in ions.“ G r iff in ,^  probably on th e au thority  o f  the Adm inistration  

Reports o f E nglish  o f f i c i a l s  w r ite s  : HThe mode o f c o l le c t io n  was 

extrem ely v ex a tio u s, tho country being covered w ith custom houses at which 

merchants were trea ted  with tho utmost in so len ce  and oppression* An 

a r t i c l e  paid duty on being taken in to  a town, a second tim e on being taken  

in to  a shop, and a th ir d  time on re-export* "s

LAND REVENUE SYSTEM.

Tho revenue derived from the land formed by far th e  greater  

p ortion  o f  tho income o f  R an jit Singh. In India i t  has always boon tho 

m ainstay o f  every government. Tho study o f  the growth o f tho land Revenue 

System o f  the Panjab i s  both in te r e s t in g  and in s tr u c t iv e . I t s  develop

ment can be traced  in  throe well-marked s ta g e s . In the beginning o f  

R anjit*s career, the system known as Ratal (d iv is io n )  was re-in trod uced
9

on th e  o ld  Mughal plan to  re g u la te  the apportionment o f  produce between

;ho c u lt iv a to r  and the government. Thi3 was the o ld  and tr a d it io n a l

(1) R anjit Singh (R ulers o f  In d ia ), page 145.
(2) A p ro fess io n a l tax  on the shawl m anufacturers o f  Kashmir, a charge

p er hoade on tho tribesm en o f  th e  fr o n t ie r , a K xseon tax  (on m en ia ls), 
and charges fo r  f r u i t  t r e e s  on crown lands, are other examples o f  
ta x es  which were co v ^ e d  by 3 a ir a t . 3eo M oorcroft’ s  T ravels, 11, 12G-S7 
and R esident at Lahore to  Governor General, R 9 th ,S ep t,1847. (Lahore 
P o l i t i c a l  D ia r ie s ) .
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method c f  a sim ple d iv is io n  o f  tho crops, hich was in  vogue in  tho 

Panjab. The share o f the S ta te  was c o l le c te d  in  kind. This system  

g e n e r a l ly  continued u n t i l  1823; tho preceding years, from the p o in t o f  

vijvr o f  Lend Revenue A dm inistration, co n stitu in g  the f i r s t  period  o f  the  

Maharaja's ro ig n .

In tho second p eriod , which began in  1824 and extended ovor nearly  

a decade, the rude device o f  sharing corn with the c u lt iv a to r  was la r g e ly  

replaced  by a 3ystom o f  assessm en t known as Kankut. According to  t h is ,  the 

governmental share was reckoned out o f  a standing crop, tho value o f  which 

w is estim ated  in  terms o f  money. The proportion fo r  the S ta te  was ncruJr 

c o lle c te d  in  cash . T h is step  meant a d is t in o t  improvement over tho o ld  

method, because i t  saved tho revenue o f f i c i a l s  from a tw o-fo ld  resp on si

b i l i t y ,  namely, guarding the grain  fro® being s to len  by tho peasantry,

and carrying i t  to  d is t  n t  ©arkot3 fo r  s a le .  Moreover, the element o f

uncertainty in c id en ta l to  th e f lu c tu a t io n s  o f  p r ic e s  in  a market wo3 a lso  

elim inated . The adjustment o f  expenditure to  income wa3 made much e a s ie r  

and fa r  more certa in  than b efore , owing to  the a b i l i t y  o f  tho government 

to  estim ate i t s  share in  money beforehand. I t  i s  im portant to  note in

th is  connection the r e a l cause which le d  to  th e in trod u ction  o f  tho

p ra ctice  o f  cash c o l le c t io n .  The tru th  i s  that the m ilita r y  expenditure  

had continued in crea sin g  for  some years, -  a n atu ral consequence o f  tho 

prcgeossive augmentation o f  the fo r c e s . This rendered tho need fo r
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co r re c t  e stim a tes  o f  in  con© more im perative.

But even the Kan hut system vra - found p a rtly  in e f f e c t iv e  because i t  

enabled tho government to  estim a te  i t s  income only j u s t  b efore the end 

o f  a h arvest. Hence i t  was d i f f i c u l t  to  make a to le r a b ly  co rrec t fo r e c a s t  

in  advance o f  the tim e when p rov ision  was to  be made fo r  d if fe r e n t  item s  

o f  p u b lic  expend iture. The n e c e s s ity  o f  such fo r e c a s ts  had boon s t i l l  

fu rth er  in crea sin g  owing to  th e  growth o f  c i v i l  e sta b lish m en ts. Honco 

a fte r  1334, R an jit Singh began to on courage the already e x is t in g -1 p ra c tic e  

o f  farming out tho revenues o f  la r g e  areas o f  ir r ig a b le  land3 to  tho 

h ig h est b idders, fo r  p eriod s varying fro© thro© to s ix  y ea rs. By th ese  

co n tracts the farmers were required  to  pay th e ir  r e n ts  in  cash a t  s ta te d  

in te r v a ls . They were a lso  required  to  p resen t d e ta ile d  accounts o f  the  

ex ten t o f  the c u lt iv a te d  area and the t o t a l  amount o f  the produce in  th e ir  

d i s t r i c t s .  T his p ra c tice  o f  le a s in g  ou t la rg e  d i s t r i c t s  was fu rth er  

developed by s e l l in g  tho farms o f  th e v i l l a g e s ,  as a whole, to  tho  

v i l la g e r s  them selves. In t h i s  way, tho p r o f i t s  o f  farmers or middlemen

Cl) Thi3 p r a c tic e  e x is te d  to  a lim ite d  ex ten t even in  the f i r s t  p eriod . 
But there was a con sid erab le  d iffe r e n c e  in  the c o n tra c ts . In the  
f i r s t  p la ce , tho e a r l ie r  co n tra cts  wore ©ado w ith regard to  the  
o u tly in g  and troublesom e d i s t r i c t s  a lone. Secondly, the e a r l ie r  
le a s e s  were gen era lly  for  one year . L a stly , th e se  le a s e s  at tho 
beginning were given  on ly  to  tho c o u r tie r s  and n o b i l i t y .
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l
were .sometimes e lim in a ted .

Government >hare o f the p r o d u c e Every Indian govornr.ant fro© 

tim e icm oeoria l has claim ed a share in  the produo* o f  land . As regards  

tho oxaot proportion charged by R an jit 3inght th ere  i s  a con sid erab le  

divergence o f  view  among w r ite r s . This i s  la r g e ly  due to  the d i f f i c u l t y  

c f  g e n e r a lis in g  about the proportions taken, which varied  in  d if fe r e n t  

p a rts  c f  the kingdom. B osid es, th e  exaction  o f  variou s sums in th e form 

ofl Abvabs ( e o s o e s ) in  d if fe r e n t  d i s t r i c t s  was l ia b le  to  produce con fusion . 

Under th ese  circum stances, i t  w i l l ,  perhaps, be u se fu l to  quote tho 

o p in io n s o f  the *ore im portant w r ite r s  b efo re  s ta t in g  tho r e s u lt  o f  my 

own in v e s t ig a t io n s . According to  Lord Lawrence, "T w o-fifths was the  

proportion  nom inally taken by the s ir C o r (s ta te ) .  The estim ate  mi ;ht bo

( I )  The farmer was always required  to submit to  tho S ta te  a d e ta ile d
return o f  tho produce and the variou s teS35?of revenue and other
charges c o l le c te d  from tho peasantry, the fo llo w in g  i s  the specimen 
o f the P ita  Noma (c o n tr a c t ) : -

. r/feii>j sfrc. x d i f j  ^
*• » ‘h ,k . . .   ̂ . . V. •/<  /.ilV.

The p r in c ip le  underlying t h is  p o lic y  o f  fa rc in g  was fu rth er  
extended when the government tr ie d  experim ents o f  lev y in g  ca3h Jink  
(assessm en t) in  sev era l P arsan as o f  Gujrat. There were two v a r ie t ie s  
o f  i t ,  -  E ib ti Jim a. by which the e n t ir e  c u lt iv a te d  area was a ssessed  
a t cash r a te s  per Bigha cr Kanal.in d  C h ih a t- i-I g r a r i. by which the  
c u lt iv a te d  land was a ssessed  at a lump sum.

»fiijji i i ^  tfljjjfc,<y>r a*i/a
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too much or too  l i t t l e ;  but tho farmer must r e a l i s e  tho amount o f  h i3  

own p r o f i t s  t o o t w ithout c o l le c t in g  more than tw o - f if th s ;  or h is  

e x a c tio n s  were sure to  roach tho so v e r e ig n 's  cars and p rop ortion ate  

disa llow ance was made in  h is  account.** Another account 3ays th a t , "The

government1s share varied  from a h a lf  to  a fourth  or oven l e s s ,  according
*1  ̂

to  the f e r t i l i t y  c f  the s o i l .* 1 In the Punjab A dm inistration Report o f

13 40-501 I f in d  an estim a te  which i s  more co rrec t and comprehensive than

any o th er I have come a cro ss . I t  runs th u s: "As a m ile  tho Sikh p u b lic

demand nay bo sa id  to  have varied  from tw o -f if th 3  tc.’ o n e-th ird  o f  the

y ea r’ s  pruduce. This proportion  p rev a iled  in  a l l  th e  d i s t r i c t s  which tho

Sikhs had f u l ly  conquered, and ?hioh were f a ir ly  c u lt iv a te d ;  and may be

sa id  t c  have been in  fo rce  in  a l l  th o ir  C is-Indus p o sse s s io n s  oxoept the
3

province governed by Do wan Mul Raj (th e  southern d i s t r i c t s ) .  Beyond 

the Indu3, owing to  the d is ta n ce  from c o n tro l, th e  l e s s  p a t ie n t  character

o f  the p opu lation , the in se c u r ity  o f  property, and th e  s c a r c ity  o f  popu

la t io n , the revenue system p ressed  more l ig h t ly  on the p eop le . Per the  

l a s t  reason a ls o , the r a te s  in  Multan were eq u a lly  l i g h t .  In a i l  th ese  

t r a c t s  (excep tin g  the p e c u lia r ly  r ic h  land3 around Peshawar), tho govern

ment share never exceeded o n a -th ird , u su a lly  averaged one-fou rth  to  one- 

f i f t h ,  and f o i l  oven to  ^ " -e ig h th  o f  the crop. For ce r ta in  cr^ps -

(1 ) Lahore P o l i t i c a l  D ia r ie s  (1 8 4 7 -4 8 ).

(? ) A rtic le  233.
(3) Dewan Mul Raj was the sen o f  Do wan Sawan M oll, R a n jit’ s  famous 

governor o f  Multan.
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cu tto n , in d ig o , sugar and cane, tobacco and v eg e ta b le s , money r a te s  were 

alw ays taken." Among more recen t w r ite r s , Douio' i s  o f opinion th a t "Tho 

Sikhs u su a lly  took a f ix e d  share o f  the produce from the c u lt iv a to r s  

ex cep t in  tho case o f  crops such as sugar eane, cotton  and tobacco, which 

could not bo con ven ien tly  d iv id ed  and fo r  which moaay payments were charged .. 

In th e  Pan jab , between the Indus and the S u tlu j, excep t in  tho te r r ito r y  

governed by Dew an Sawin M all, the s t a t e  claim ed from o n e-th ird  to  tw o- 

f i f t h  3 o f  the crops, but for  land w ith  good natural advantages as much

as a h a lf  was taken. At l e a s t  th e se  wore the recogn ised  r a te s , and the
©

v i l la g e r s  had to  bribe the appraising o f f i c e r s  to take le s s .* *

As a r e s u lt  o f  my own in v e s t ig a t io n s  on t h i s  to p ic , I have formed 

tho conclusion  th a t tho share o f  the g ro ss  produce which belonged to  the  

government was never r ig id ly  f ix e d  at one uniform r a te .  I t  varied  from 

p la ce  to  p la ce , according to  the produotfevity o f  tho s o i l ,  tho nature  

o f  the crops, the means o f  ir r ig a t io n ,  and other f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  c u lt iv a 

t io n . On lan d s p e c u lia r ly  f e r t i l e ,  and easy o f  ir r ig a t io n , the ou tlay  

on labour was n a tu ra lly  m oderate. Hence tho 3 ta to  demand in such p la c e s  

wont sometimes as high as f i f t y  per cen t o f  the gro ss  produce. In the  

case o f  lo s s  productive la n d s, however, the claim  o f  the government

\iu , ——--- — — —  -------------   —
(1 )*  Manual, ^ages 13-20.

(2 ) All the evidence s ta te d  in  t h is  paragraph i3  n eg lec ted  by G r iff in  
whv teS 'o n ly  th ree or four ages to  the whole su b jec t o f  c i v i l  
ad m in istra tion , in  h is  popular and most a c c e s s ib le  book on R anjit  
Singh.
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varied  from tw o - f if th s  tc  o n e -th ird . But i t  scorns seldom tc  have gone 

below o n e-th ird , a t la a s t  in  tho cen tra l Panjab. In Multan, on tho othor 

hind, land was a ssessed  i t  a much lower r i t e ,  tho government share 

g en era lly  r in g in g  from one—th ird  to  one—s ix th  o f  tho groo3 produce. Ir; 

t h is  province, f i f t y  par cent o f  th e  to ta l  y ie ld ,  which was tho usual ra te  

in the Suba o f  Lahore, was charged only in  ex cep tio n a l c a se s . As regards 

Peshawar, the estim ate  o f  the authors o.*. the Punjab A dm inistration Report 

of 184D-S0, as quoted in  th e  prev ious paragraph, may be acoopted.

In addition  to  a regu lar 3hare o f  the produce, tho s ta te  claim ed a 

number o f  Abwabs (c e s 3 0 s ) . These were c o l le c te d  along w ith  the land  

revenue, o f  which they formed a f ix e d  proportion . The percentage, how

ever, d iffe r e d  even w ith in  a s in g le  T^aluqa. From a few sc a tte r e d

oxaep les, I f in d  th a t tho usual r i t e  varied  between f iv e  and f i f t e e n  per
1

cent o f  tho revenue.

C o llec tio n  o f reven ue: -  The revenue was c o l le c te d  tw ice  a year,
Cm

a month or sc a f te r  the reaping o f the two h a rv ests , c a l le d  the Rabi 

(sunaer) and tho Ebarlf (w in ter ) r e s p e c t iv e ly . Tho c h ie f  o f f ic e r  in  

charge o f  the c o l le c t io n  in  a Taaluqa ( d i s t r i c t )  was the Kardar ( c o l le c t o r )  

and ho was a s s is te d  by subordinate o f f i c i a l s  l ik e  Mcgadaaa Udftitttfe)*

(1 ) I have not come acrc^j any statem ent o f  the o b je c ts  for  which the 
-\brabs were lo v io d . Tho modern p ra c tic e  o f  tax in g  a p a r t ic u la r
lo c a l i t y  to  s a t i s f y  |»ooal p u b lic  needs does not seem to  have o x isto d
a t the tim e, and no proof i s  forthcom ing th a t the money thu s obtained
was over sp en t on o b je c ts  o f  p u b lic  in t e r e s t .



rat/varls (revenue a s s e s s o r s ) ,  txncl Fanunr.og (h ered itary  r e g is t r a r s ) .

Tt-oso o f f i c i a l  * forced  the Taaiuqa o rg a n isa tio n , and discharged among 

tiicn^elvos the d u tie s  o f  surveyors, a s se s so r s , record keepers, and 

TUfOrviJors o f  crops in  d if fe r e n t  Mauzas ( v i l l a g e s ) .  In add ition  to  th o ir  

s a la r ie s ,  some o f  th e se  o f f i c e r s  had a r ig h t to  commission, aggregating  

about f iv e  per cent o f  tho t o ta l  c o l le c t io n  o f revenue. They were a lso  

A p oneib l*  : f*y IT ro a rs due from the cu ltiv a to rs#  The proceeds

c . revenue sure kept in  the d i s t r i c t  treasu ry  under tho con tro l o f  tho 

KTr l!tr. and v^oro e ith e r  tran sm itted  to  Lahore or i >?*#*& o f d ir e c t ly  

according to the w ish es o f  th e r u le r .

( I )  My con clu sion s on tho If arid Revenue 9yston arc based p a rtly  an the
in  format ion obtained  from the P oral an M3r.,, 
meat and Adminisrtratlon Reports o f  savor e l  
such as Doulo, Barnes, Ibbetson and o th e rs .

I have not touched the su b ject o f ten ures in ny account o f the 
Land Revenue A dm inistration . Tho em ission  xo In ten tio n a l fo r  the  
fo llo w in g  reason s. The su b jec ts  c f  tenures in a province o f  which 
tho variou s p a rts  d i f f e r  w idely  both  p h y s ic a lly  and in  re sp e c t  o f  tho  
r ic e s  which in h a b it , as in tho Pin jab , i s  one which i t  i s  alm ost 
im possib le  ‘to t r e a t  s a t i s f a c t o r i ly  in  tho b r ie f  space th a t can be 
here a l lo t t e d  to  i t .  Th^re i s ,  indeed, very minute inform ation on 
th is  to p ic  tc be fcund in  the S ettlem ent Report3. From them a lso  I 
find  that the u b j ic t  o f  tenures i s  a very com plicated one, more 
sp e c ia lly  in  th e  h i l l s  and on tho fr o n tie r  whore examplea o f  p e cu lia r
*ribal tenures su rv ive even to -d a y . These can hardly be exp lained  
w ith  b r e v ity . They arc g en era lly  tin ged  with th e feudal s p i r i t ,  and 
o ften  take *tho fore  o f  r ig h ts  o f  overlord sh ip  or c la im s to  r e c e iv e  
se r v ic e . The arrangements arc fu rth er  com plicated by the fa c t  th a t  
the rea l measure o f  prop rietary  r ig h t  often  c o n s is te d  not o f  land but 
o f  -he v a ter  which ir r ig a te d  i t .  Fran the Settlem ent Reports c f  the  
d i s t r i c t s  o f  Hazara, PeshRwir, Bannun, and tho D erojat, I have c o lle c t*  
the fo llo w in g  l i s t  o f  d i f f e r  ant fo r e s  o f  land tenures in  the days

but mainly on the S e t t l$ -  wcll-ftnown dng 1 f dh x v fI  i  an



Footnote_ ôn tinuod.

o f  the Sikha { (1 )  Sarrind&ri e s ta te s  h o i<3 by In d iv id u a ls  o f  fa c i i l ic s ;
(?) Vi11 ago oc* ̂ u n i t ie s  paying in comrr*on; (3) V illage o&r&unitles divided
up’ n ancestra l or customary shares sub lo o t  to the ru lo s  o f  inhe ritan ce ;
(4 ) V illa g e  acme u n it ie s  In 4 icfc p o ssessio n  was the ceasuro o f  r ig h t in  
a ll  I n t ? ;  (S ) Landholders fho had redeened th e ir  revenue; (0 )  Grantees 
or le a s e e s  o f  th e  S ta te; (? )  Purchasers o f S ta te  w astes; and (fc) Unas signed
government w astes . See a lso  the exp osit ion  o f  Vr  Barkley in
the Panj .b A dm inistration Report o f  lS 7r-73 .
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11. D aftar-1-Abwab-ul-Tahfril.

This was th e  second department organised  by Dew~n Bhawani Dass 

soon a fte r  h is  appointment in  1808, and was concerned w ith  the records  

o f  accounts o f  income and expenditure sen t by o f f i c i a l s .  Those ca sh ie r s  

wore c a lle d  Tahw ildars. the term b ein g  applied  to any in d iv id u a l with  

whom the govem went money was d ep osited , or  through whom i t  was expended. 

At f i r s t  t h is  department d e a lt  w ith accounts o f  a varied  nature, in clu d in g  

incom es derived  from d if f e r e n t  sources and expenses incurred  in  numerous 

ways. But when separate  o f f i c e s  to  record income and expenditure o f  

d if f e r e n t  branches o f  tho ad m in istration  were s e t  up, the work o f  t h is  

o f f i c e  became ©ore l im ite d .

t i l .  D aftar-l-»T aujihat.

Paftar attended to  the accounts o f  tho roya l household, such 

as th e  expenses o f  the Son ana ( la d ie s ) ,  p resen ts  and K h ila ts  (robos o f  

honour), en terta inm ents o f  g u e s ts , and Tosha-Kln»a ( r e g a l ia ) .

iv .  Daft a r - i aw a j i b .

In t h i s  o f f i c o ,  the aocounts o f  pay and other AgrPfriwments in  the  

v a r io u s  governmental s e r v ic e s ,  3uoh as the arm;, tho c i v i l  3 t a f f ,  the

( I )  Sometimes c a lle d  D a fta r - i-T ih w tl it .

(? )  This and the preceding departments wore afterw ards co n so lid a ted  
in to  one.
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c le r ic a l  estab lish m en t, and the m en ia ls were kept. This department was 

gradually  d iv id ed  in to  sev era l branches to  deal w ith tho in crea s in g  volume 

o f work.

v . D aftar~i-floznfcacha-i-I khraj a t .

This o f f i c e  was s e t  up to r e g is t e r  accounts o f  d a ily  expenditure  

under variou s heads. Hence i t  dcal$ w ith  m isce llan eou s item s from th i3

standpoint.

These D aftars passed through sev era l changes concerning d e t a i l s  

of organ isa tion  in  subsequent y ea rs . Each o f  them was subdivided in to  

branches to  cope with th e  a d m in istra tiv e  developm ents. Towards the end 

o f R anjit S in g h 's  re ig n , th ere  wore tw elve p r in c ip a l D aftars in  e x is te n c e  

at Lahore. Each o f  th o se  was co n tro lle d  by one or cth or o f  the prominent 

co u r tie r s , and worked mere or l e s s  under the personal d ir e c t io n  o f  the  

r u le r .1

T<ju

(1 ) lo c i S ikhs and Afghans by Shah a© a t A li, pajje 15*
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B. T e r r ito r ia l  D iv is io n s  and Looal A dm inistration.

Por purposes o f  lo c a l  ad m in istration , tho Pan Jab was 

divided  in to  four fo llo w in g  Subas (p ro v in ces)

1. lu ba-i-L ah oro•

r. 3uba-i-M ultSn Dar-ul-Aman (Multan, tho abode o f  peace)*

3* luba-i-H aahnir Jan at N azir (paradiW  resem bling Kashmir).

4. Suba-i-PeshKwar*

In ad d ition  to th o se , thoro were sev era l h i l l y  p r in c ip a l i t ie s  

owning a lle g ia n c e  to  th e  Woh^raja, and paying him annual tr ib u te*

Each o f  the Subas was d iv ided  in to  Parganas. each Parr.-ana in to  

Taaluqaj. and every T^alu ia wag composed o f 50 or 100 Mouzas. T his  

t e r r ito r ia l  d iv is io n  fo llow ed  la r g e ly  tho system o f  the Mughal s . and 

3eoms o r ig in a l ly  to have been based on co n sid era tio n s o f  a d m in istra tiv e  

convenience, such as th e  t r ib a l  or p ro fe ss io n a l a f f in i t y  o f  the inhab i

tan ts! and the f a c i l i t y  fo r  c o l le c t in g  revenue and m aintain ing law and 

order* *

Tho adm in istration  o f  a Suba wag en trusted  to  a Nazim (governor) 

whose d u tie s  were analogous to  th ose o f  the L ieutenant Governor b efore  

tho Boformg. Ho had under him a number o f  Kardars ( o f f i o i a l s ) .  There

(1 ) A Parr.an a roughly corresponded to  a d is tr ic t*  a l l a l u  ia to  a
T a h sil. and a Mauza to  a v i l la g e  o f  modem Indian ad m in istration .
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wa3 u su a lly  one Kardor to  every K a lu g a , but, in  c e r t  dn o ases, whore i t

co n sis ted  o f  an e x c e p tio n a lly  la rg e  number o f v i l la g e s ,  there were more 
\

than one. Thus the Kardars w idely d iffe r e d  in  p o s it io n  and importance

according tc  the ex ten t o f  t e r r ito r y  under th e ir  charge. In fa c t ,  tho

most im portant o f f i c i a l  in  tho sphere o f  lo c a l government was tho Kardar 

rather than th e  Nasim. Tho Nazim, doubtl033^occupied a much higher  

p o s it io n  than th a t o f  on average Kardjr, but h is  fu n ctio n s  wero la r g e ly  

of an a p p e lla te  character and o f a more general n atu re. The Kardar, on 

tho o ther hand, l ik e  an average c i v i l  servant o f  to -d ay , cano in to  

immediate con tact w ith th e  people in  th e ir  d a ily  act v i t i0 3 .  The c h ie f  

among h i3  m u ltifa r io u s  d u tie s  may bo b r ie f ly  summed up. Ho was -

(1 ) A Bevonue C o lle c to r  and Supervisor o f  land se ttlem en t.

(2) A Treasurer and Accountant.

(3) A Judge and M agistrate .

(4 ) An S x o ise  and Custom* 3 O ffic e r .

(5 ) A floneral Supervisor o f  tho people on b eh a lf o f  th e government.

(1 ) To every K a lu g a , a t l e a s t  one Kotwal (p o lic e  o f f i c e r )  was a ttached .

In la rg e  c i t i e s  and im portant s ta t io n s  cil'adars or Paujdars 
(garrison  o f f i c e r s )  were s ta tio n ed  with a sn a il  fo r c e . The two 
l a t t e r  o f f i c i a l s  wore resp o n sib le  fo r  the maintenance o f  law and 
order.
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In tho course o f  our Study we come across sev era l accounts o f  

the way in  which the country as a whole was governed by the Kardars. 

These accounts are m ostly confusing and co n tra d icto ry . With a few 

n otab le ex cep tio n s^ , most European w r ite r s  have formed very unfavourable  

im pressions, amounting in  some ca ses , almost to  an unm itigated  condem

nation  o f  th e ir  methods o f  ad m in istra tion . The Indian ch ro n ic ler s , 

although they o c c a s io n a lly  mention ca ses  in  which the Kardars oppressed  

the c u lt iv a to r s  by exactin g  exorb itan t sums in  the form o f  revenues,

(1 )  Masson p r a ise s  the ad m in istra tion , not only o f  the Central Panjab 
and the d i s t r i c t s  included  in  the province o f Multan, but a lso  o f  
the Derag at (Journeys, p .p , 1 ,3 0 ,3 7 ,3 9 8 ,4 0 4 , 405,42b and 426).
Cunningham w rites:"T he Sikh peasantry enjoyed a l ig h t  assessm ent;no  
lo c a l o f f i c e r  dared to  opre3s a member o f  the Kha'lsa; and i f  e l s e 
where the farmers o f revenue were r e s is t e d  in  th e ir  ty ra n n ica l pro
ceed in gs, they were more l ik e ly  to  be changed than to  be supported  
by b a t ta l io n s .  He [R an jit Singh!] did not o rd in a r ily  punish men who 
took r ed ress  in to  th e ir  own hands, for which, indeed, h is  subordinates  
were prepared and which they guarded a g a in st as b e s t  as they could."  
(H istory  o f the S ik h s ,p .179). L a stly , see  the variou s accounts o f  
Dewan Saw an Mn«L?s regime in Multan, Misar Rup L a l’;fe in  Jalandhar, and 
of Sirdar Lehna Singh M ajith ia  in  the d i s t r i c t s  round A m ritsar,given  
by d if f e r e n t  European w r ite r s . On th e ir  a u th o r ity , we know th at in  
a l l  the above-mentioned in sta n c es , ample a tten tio n  was paid by the  
lo c a l o f f i c i a l s  to  the w elfare o f  the people by means_of rem ission s  
of revenue for fa i lu r e  o f crops, advancement o f  Taqavi loan s for  
encouraging c u lt iv a t io n , se cu r ity  o f  tenure o f lan ds, and system atic  
grading o f  revenue charges based on the f e r t i l i t y  o f  the s o i l  and 
means o f  ir r ig a t io n .
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are not, however, so emphatic in t h e ir  censure. They, indeed, some

tim es p ra ise  th e  conduct o f  cer ta in  Kardars very h igh ly , and hold the
1

view th at th e ir  measures were a b le s s in g  to  the peasantry. The d iver

gence in the views o f  European w r iter s  and Indian ch ro n ic ler s  i s  not  

due to any se r io u s  d ispute  about f a c t s .  Both o f  them admit cases  in  

which due e f f i c i e n c y  and honesty were combined with a s tr ik in g  degree 

of p rosperity  among the p eop le . The accounts o f  both a lso  abound YJlth 

in sta n ces  o f  mal-admini s t r a t i  on and mis-management. The d if fe r e n c e  l i e s  

in  the general estim ate  o f  the Kardars, the former condemning them as a 

c la ss ,  the l a t t e r  only the in d iv id u a l d elin q uen ts . Tho disagreement i s  > 

perhaps, natural and necessary owing to  the v iew -p o in ts  o f  th ose  who 

were born and brought up in cou n tr ies  which had standards o f  p o l i t i c a l  

development a l ‘together d i f f e r e n t  from one another, and who consequently  

looked upon the  same f a c t s  from d if f e r e n t  angles o f  v i s io n .  Such 

d ifferen ces  indeed, show us how d i f f i c u l t  i t  i s  for  h is to r ia n s  t o  study 

correctly  the p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  other cou n tr ies , and to  deduce 

such con clu sion s from them as are in  consonance with the sentim ents

(1) See, for  example, the T^arikh-i-M ulk-i-Hacara, f . f .3 d ~ 4 0 .  The
author d escr ib es  in  d e ta i l  hew the regime o f  Amar Singh M ajith ia , 
tho jo v em o r  o f  Hazara, was a considerable advantage to  th a t  
d i s t r i c t  and was extremely popular. This ifc a l l  the more important 
as Hazara one of the d i s t r i c t s  on the fr o n t ie r  where the  
adm inistration  on the whole was very d e fe c t iv e .
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1
and f e e l in g s  o f  th e ir  in h a b ita n ts .

I t  seems to  me, however, th a t  in  recording th e ir  v e r d ic t s  on the  

methods o f  iiocal adm in istration , s u f f i c i e n t  a tte n t io n  has not been paid  

by these  w r ite r s  to  th e  p e c u lia r  circumstances o f  the tim es. In the 

f i r s t  p la ce , in  th a t  age o f  d e fe c t iv e  means o f  communication, i t  was 

in p o s s ib le  for  the supreme ru ler  of even a s t a te  l i k e  the Panjab to  

control the a c t io n s  o f  h is  lo c a l  o f f i c e r s  to the exten t to  which t h i s  i s  

p o ss ib le  to -d ay . These circum stances rendered the d e legation  o f  wide 

d iscretion ary  powers to  the Kardars necessary which in turn, o f fered  

then o p p o r tu n it ie s  o f  corruption . Secondly, u n t i l  long a f te r  the period  

of R anjit Singh, the idea  o f  the ’’separation  o f  p o l i t i c a l  powers'* was

quite fore ign  to  Indian r u le r s ,  the Sikh Kardar being required to  per

form the d u t ie s  o f  a revenue c o l le c to r ,  a m agistrate , and a j u d ic ia l  

o f f i c e r .  Thus in  a government in  which the c h ie f  o f f i c i a l  o f  a d i s t r i c t  

wis burdened with m u lt ifa r io u s  and incongruous d u t ie s ,  the circum stances  

ware c e r ta in ly  not conducive to the  attainment o f  th a t degree o f  e f f i c ie n c y  

aid p ro sp er ity  which i s  p o s s ib le  under modern system s.

CD I do n et  imply th a t  a h is to r ia n  should n e c e s sa r i ly  subordinate  
h is  own judgment t o  those  o f  the country about which he w rites;
but in my opinion , before g iv in g  general v e r d ic t s  about the e f f e c t s
o f  the in s t i t u t io n  o f  a country Oft i t s  people, p a rt icu la r  
a t te n t io n  should be paid to  the la t t e r * s  own views.
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Proa what has been sa id  in  the preceding paragraph, i t  w i l l  

be seen th a t  the e f f e c t s  o f  lo c a l  adm inistration  on the people varied  

w ith  the p erso n a lity  of the o f f i c i a l s ;  nor was the d istan ce  from 

Lahore o f  the t e r r i t o r y  under th e ir  charge an unimportant fa c to r .  This 

i s  borne out by my in v e s t ig a t io n s  based upon the testim ony o f  the con

temporary European w r ite r s  them selves. They agree that the Suba-i-Lahore 

or th e  t e r r i to r y  ly in g  between the Jehlam and the Satlu j a tta in ed  under 

R an jit  Singh a f a ir  amount o f  p ro sp er ity , in  comparison with the e a r l ie r  

p er io d . They make frequent a l lu s io n s  not only to  widespread c u l t iv a t io n  

but a lso  to  the e x is te n c e  o f  a b r isk  trade in  c i t i e s  l i k e  Lahore, 

Amritsar, and Wazlrab&d. They a lso  p ra ise  the adm in istration  o f  severa l  

Kardars, such as th a t  o f  Misar Rup Lai in  the Jalandhar Doab and of  

Lehna Singh M ajith ia  in  d i s t r i c t s  around Amritsar.

Again, the adm inistration  o f  Dewan Sawan Mai, who acted as the
1

governor o f  the  e n t ir e  province o f  Multan , from 13SC t i l l  a f t e r  the  

death o f  h is  master, i s  s ta te d  in  every account to  have been e f f i c i e n t

( i )  The province o f  Multan included a l l  the t e r r i t o r y  of the  modern
d i s t r i c t s  o f  Multan, Muzzaf argarh, Jhang, and p arts  of  Montgomery 
and Dera Ism ail Elian. For the d e t a i l s  o f  revenue r e c e ip t s  in  
1336 from the var iou s t r a c t s  under the adm inistration  of Sawan 
Mai, see  Umdut-ul-Twirl Eh, Daftar i i i ,  part i i i ,  p . 336.
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ana p r o g r e ss iv e .  The t e r r i t o r y  under h i s  control had for  many years

been the scene o f  warfare and d evasta tion . N everth e less , w ithin  a 

short time he succeeded in introducing in to  i t  a g r icu ltu ra l reforms o f  

a far-reach ing  character , 'and thereby changing the whole appearance of  

the country. The fo llo w in g  account, recorded by an English  adm inistra

tor, who, during tho ear ly  days o f  the B r i t i s h  r u le ,  was required in h is  

o f f i c i a l  capacity  to  in v e s t ig a t e  the methods o f  assessment in  Multan, 

gives some id ea  o f  the comprehensive nature o f  Sawan M ai's reforms. He 

v:rites: " Saw an Mud paid in to  the Lahore treasury nearly twenty-two  

Lakhs for the t e r r i t o r y  su b jec t  to  h is  co n tro l.  He was an O riental 

ruler o f  the b e s t  type. He induced the people to  dig new and to  re s to r e  

old can a ls , and bring in  c u l t iv a to r s  from neighbouring d i s t r i c t s .  He 

encouraged the s in k ing  and rep a ir in g  o f  w e l l s ,  by g iv ing  favourable  

le c so s .  He commenced the system of revenue rem issions for  the in tr o -  

cucticr. o f  im.provements by the peasantry. Following the example o f  th e  

Mohammedan r u le r s  who preceded him in Multan, Sawan Mwl le v ie d  f ix ed  

cash assessm ents on each upland w e l l .  For w e l l s  and J h a lla r s  in the 

riverian  t r a c t s ,  l e a s e s  for  a f ix ed  cash demand were sometimes given,  

tut even then the f i n e s t  crops such as cane or indigo paid sp e c ia l  r a t e s .
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A normal w e ll  area was f ix ed  according to  the circum stances o f  each 

l o c a l i t y ,  and any c u lt iv a t io n  in ex c e ss  o f  th a t l im it  was charged ior  at  

a f ix e d  money r a te  per Bigha. In come p la ces  the demand varied  accord

ing to  the number o f  oxen employed #n a w e l l .  For "1 ceded lands, a 

moderate share o f  the produce was taken in  kind. The measurements were 

made at the time o f  the harvest aiid the r a te s  vrere le v ie d  on the ripened  

crops. The share of the s t a t e  was p itched  e s p e c ia l ly  low in the case  

of new c u l t iv a t io n .  The Dewan's system was w ell su ite d  to  the a g r ic u l

tu ra l co n d it io n s  o f  the country under h is  ru le ,  and i t  i s  in te r e s t in g  

to note th a t  experience has le d  us there in many cases to  methods of 

assessment very s im ila r  to  those which he had adopted.^" L a stly , lie

extended the area of c u l t iv a t io n  by causing the wA W aataion o f  about
\

300 m ile s  o f  ca n a ls .

The two cu t  o f  th e  four p r in c ip a l provinces, where the Sikh 

methods o f  adm in istration  have been gen era lly  condemned, were Kashmir 

and Peshawar. Both o f  them formed o u t ly in g  p arts  o f  the king don , and 

were s i tu a te d  at a great d is tan ce  from Lahore. The f i r s t  had been govern

ed by the Afgjjans u n t i l  i t s  conquest by the Sikhs in I d le .  The Afghan 

m isrule has been se v ere ly  condemned by a l l  a u th o r it ie s  as r e s u lt in g  in

(1) See a ls o  the Revenue Adm inistration Reports of the various  
d i s t r i c t s  which were included in  the Suba of Multan.
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the extreme d e s t i tu t io n  o f  the  Kashmiris; and t h i s  fa c t  i s  r ig h t ly  

emphasised by Cunningham" in  appraising the Sikh adm inistration  of  

Kashmir. The d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r is in g  from general poverty and two severe  

famines from which the people of th at  region su ffered  in the f i r s t  

decade of the Sikh ru le  undoubtedly formed the c h ie f  o b sta c le  to  

smooth ad m in istration .

In the v a l le y  o f  Peshawar, the  actual adm inistration up to  1334 

re s ted  in the hands o f  the Barukzai Afghans, the Sikh ru le r  contenting  

h im self  with a nominal t r ib u t e .  I t  was only in  the l a s t  f iv e  years of  

the Maharaja's re ign  th a t  Sikh governors -  at f i r s t  Harl Singh Nahwa 

and afterwards A v ita b ile  -  administered the country. Both o f  them were 

compelled, a l ik e  by th e  turbulence o f  the la w le ss  t r ib e s  and other  

in hab itan ts , and by the geographical and p o l i t i c a l  ex ig e n c ie s  o f  the  

s i tu a t io n ,  to r e so r t  to  p e c u lia r ly  strong ju d ic ia l  and adm in istrative  

measures. In s p i t e  o f  in troducing exceptional forms o f  land tenure, 

and adopting arb itrary methods o f  ex to r t in g  revenue, the province hardly  

paid for i t s  own management, and brought l i t t l e  income to  the Sikh 

Exchequer. The l a t t e r  fa c t  shows th a t  the methods o f  c i v i l  and m ilita r y

(1) History o f  the Sikhs, p. 180 ( fo o tn o te ) .  See a lso  F o r s te r 's
T ravels , 11,28; and H uegel's Travels, p . 287. The l a s t  w riter  
mentions about a severe epidemic which p reva iled  in Kashmir d u r in g  
h is  v i s i t  in 1334.
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government adopted in the  fr o n t ie r  reg ions were to  some exten t necessary  

end unavoidable. Most o f  th ese  measures were, in fa c t ,  devised  to  

deal w ith an abnormal s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s ,  and bear no comparison with

those which p reva iled  in  other provinces o f  the kingdom.

C* JUDICIAL ARRANGEMENTS.

The ad m in istration  o f j u s t i c e  i s  one or the to p ic s  on

which very l i t t l e  information e x i s t s  in the m aterial a v a i la b le .  Most

of the Persian manuscripts are s i l e n t  on the su b jec t , nor do the works

of European w r ite r s  contain d e f in i t e  inform ation. The la t t e r  did not

f u l ly  comprehend the working o f  an in s t i t u t io n  which was not based upon

any c o d if ie d  system o f  laws, but depended on very f l e x i b l e  customary

r u le s .  Further, the lack  o f  system in j u d ic ia l  procedure in the

structure o f  the courts, and in  th e ir  r e la t io n  to  each other aro a lso  .

resp onsib le  for much o f  the confusion with which the whole su b jec t  i s

surrounded. An attempt i s  accordingly made in the fo llow in g  paragraphs
tU

to s t a t e ,  in as system atic  a manner as p o s s ib le ,  the nature o f  4 laws, 

th e ir  adm inistration , and th e ir  general e f f e c t s  on the people.

The f i r s t  po int to be borne in mind i s  th a t  there was no w ritten

system of lav/s in ex is te n c e  in  the  days o f  Ranjit Singh. As s ta te d

above, ju d ic ia l  d e c is io n s  vrere made in accordance with customary p rin 

c ip le s .  The procedure was crude and sim ple, th ere  being no d is t in c t io n
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between ordinary c iv i l  and criminal oases* The settlement of v illa g e  

disputes rested largely  with the Panohayets. The word Panchayet means 

a Court of Pivet that being the usual number of men composing i t *  I t  

consisted of the Pinches or elders of the v illag e* The qualifications  

necessary for i t s  membership were the possession of land* and a certain  

amount of local influence and prestige. The Paachiyet. in re a lity , was 

more often of the nature of an arb itra tion  Court than that o f a s ta te - 

appointed ju d ic ia l trib u n a l. Hence i t s  decisions were revised by the 

Kardars whonever they were rejected by either party. In the towns,justice 

was administered by the Kardars who also decided the more important cases 

within th e ir Tkalugas arising from disputes concerning matters of inheri

tance, boundaries of land, and payment of revenue. In  the c itie s  such

a
(1) Malcolm c a lls  the Pannh&vet the Court of g iv e , and says that they 

are always chosen from t o men o f the b est repu tation ," and that 
"this Oourt has a high character for ju stice ;"  vide Sketch,pp. 
127-23. For d eta iled  information regarding the working o f the 
Panohayets, see h is  Memoirs of Central India. The Council o f 
Regency, estab lished  in  the Panjab after the F irst Sikh War, 
regarded the administration o f ju s t ic e  by the ranches as so 
sa tisfa cto ry  that they entrusted to them the task o f drawing up a 
code o f customary laws as regards marriage, inheritance and other 
sim ilar to p ics . The in st itu t io n  o f Pan oh aye t s  wa3 so popular that 
the people ca lled  i t  Panch Men Parameshwar (the decision of the 
Pinches has the sanction of God) and readily accepted i t s  ru lin gs. 
Vide Lahore P o lit ic a l D iaries, 1847-48, by Col.Henry and S ir John 
Lawrence.
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c a s e s  were decided by the Kasims or by the more im portant Kardars, and 

and sometimes separate o f f i c i a l s  were appointed to  devote them selves  

e x c lu s iv e ly  to  ju d ic ia l work. Thcso la t t e r  were known as ‘A d a ltis

( J u s t ic e s )  A d is tin c t Court was s e t  up at the cap ital known as *Adilat-  

—iij.a (cxnlted Couruy* X cannot sa'j how th3>j was constitutod, >7ho

the judges were, or to  what i t s  Jurisdiction  extended. I t s  name, however, 

su g g ests  th a t  i t  was probably an appellate Court, analogous to  a High

Court o f the present day. In  addition to these local and oeatral 

courts, ju d ic ia l authority was delegated by the Sikh ru lor to his pro

minent m inisters, fro  deciding cases pertaining to  th e ir  own respective

departments* F in a lly , the Sikh ru le r  himself held his Darbar at the 

Metropolis and heard appeals and petitions against the judgments of the 

Kardars, Nazims, ^Adaltis and m inisters.

C iv il cases were of a varied nature. F irs t of a l l ,  there were 

cases o f  betrothals and m atrim onial engagements, which were decided by 

‘fck0 Panohayets in  accordance with the generally accepted social conven

tions. Then there were breaches of contracts incidental to loans, sales 

on c r e d it  and the lik e ; and in  these decisions, great importance was 

attached to the sworn testimony of witnesses. In such matters the 

government o f  R an jit Singh levied fees on the successful party; though

(1 ) T^arljih-x-Rsn j  i t  Singh by Sohan Lai, f .559. The author himself 
was appointed a clerk in th is  Oourt but he says nothing of the 
cas€^o?5re i t .
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contrary to tho modem p ractice , such foes were lev ied  after the judge

ments were announced. There were, again, numerous c iv i l  su ite s  pertain

ing to  tho a lienation  of landed property among the rura l population.

These were decided on the evidence obtained from records which wore regu

la r ly  kept in  fyazIjEhinas1 (loca l record o ffic es ) in  charge of the lazim s. 

Pecuniary contributions wore exacted by the judges from both parties to  

a l i t ig a t io n , but those who succeeded paid the Shukrana (thanksgiving 

present). Where there was no prlma fac ie  case fo r defense in a c iv i l  

suit, the defendant suffered a fine  for wasting the time of the Court 

by carrying on vexatious l i t ig a t io n . Thus the administration of ju s tice  

was a source of considerable income to the State. L itig a tio n  in  R anjit 

Singh's days was quite common, because the various kinds of contracts, 

which were generally effected by means of verbal agreements could easily  

be and often were repudiated.

As regards crimes, although i t  was understood th a t the in f lic t io n  

of cap ita l punishment wa3 reserved to the ru le r himself, yet cases in which 

Kardars exercised th is  authority are not wanting; but in  the absenoe of

(1) Towards th e  end o f  the M aharaja's r e ig n , th e  Qazikhanas were
established in most of the Taaluqa3. The method of keeping records 
is  stated to have been e ff ic ie n t .
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re lia b le  figures, i t  is  impossible to form a defin ite  idea of the 

frequency o f such instances. I t  is , however, usually accepted that the 

punishment for murder or other physical In ju ries  was meted out to the 

offenders more often in  the form of fines than of bodily chastisement. 

Mutilation was employed only in exceptional circumstances. On the whole 

i t  nay be said that the rigour of punisfcment depended upon the nature 

of t h e  crime, the personal disposition of the magistrate and the l i k e l i 

hood of his action being reported to  the ru le r. Mor should we forget 

the important bearing of the lo c a lity  in which tho crime was committed.1

Though to  a l l  outward appearance, R anjit*s  ju d ic ia l system was crude 

and simple, yet in  actual practice i t  eminently suited the social and 

p o lit ic a l environment o f the people of tho Panjab. Under a system of 

administration in  which the idea of the separation of powers was to ta lly  

abesnt, one would ©xpeot to find  instances of miscarriage of ju s tic e .

S t i l l  the abuse of authority on the part of local o ff ic ia ls  was lim ited  

by several considerations. F irs t o f a l l ,  the term of o ffic e  of R anjit 

Singh's o f f ic ia ls  depended on good behaviour. The consciousness that

(1 ) For example, the crimes perpetrated in  the province of Peshawar 
■ were punished more heavily than i f  the same were committed in the 

Central Panjab. This is  evident from the accounts of European 
tra v e lle rs , who saw cases of m utilation on the fron tie rs  more 
frequently than in  the 3uba of Lahore.
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th e ir  d ig n ity , prestige and s o c ia l  status, and ©von th e ir private- wealth 

and property, depended solely on the favour of th e ir  master, acted as a

r e s tr a in in g  influence on th e ir  arb itrary  actions. Secondly, the Maharaja's 

frequent and unexpected tours introduced a real ris k  of complaints of 

bribery and corruption reaching his ears. Indeed such complaints often 

caxae to  his notice on those occasions. Another factor contributing to  

the same r e s u lt  was the practice of deputing special justices to tour in  

d if fe r e n t  d is tr ic ts  fo r the purpose of hearing complaints and deciding 

oases of p articu lar importance.1 That the ju d ic ia l processes in c iv i l  

and and criminal actions were not d ila to ry  and expensive was another 

feature th a t was very agreeable to the rural and agricu ltura l population 

of the Panjab. The greatest m erit o f the system lay , however, in i ts  

sim plicity and in  the absence of those legal in tricac ies  and technicalities; 

which, i f  introduced among the rude Sikh peasantry, would have beset the

(1) Twarlkh-i-Ran j i t  Singh by Sohm Lai, f .439. Striking examples
are given by th i3  author as to how R anjit issued s tr ic t  orders to 
some J&glrdara to send the reports of th e ir  decisions to him 
regularly; f.421 . Also B isala-i-Sahib Hum a by Ganesh Da$j>,f.57. 
This author mentions in d e ta il how a fte r 1823 R anjit devoted most 
of h is time to v is itin g  d iffe re n t d is tr ic ts  and busying himself 
with the examination o f decisions and hearing complaints against 
the conniption of o ff ic ia ls .
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path of ju s t ic e  w ith  unavoidable d i f f i c u l t i e s .1

D. Ranjit Singh*s Government.

R anjit Singh established in the Panjab a pure and 

unm itigated despotism. By destroying the Mi3*15  and allowing the 

Gurumata to decay, he had, in re a lity , transformed the whole constitution  

of the Sikhs from an irreg u la r theocratic commonwealth, of a loose 

federal typo, in to  a m ilita ry  monarchy based on personal ru le . I  have 

already 3tated in  tho introduction that the Gurtfoiata had lo s t much of i t s  

popularity a fte r Xhmed Shah Abdalis* death; and when in 1805 a council 

of Sikh chiefs was called by R anjit Singh to deal with tho situation  

arising from the entry of Holkar and Lord Lake into the Panjab, only a 

few attended. Moreover, none showed any eagerness to uphold and

* (1) In th is  connection lit is  in teresting  to note the view entertained
by a Sikh p rie s t, and expressed to Malcolm, in the course of a 
conversation. Malcolm says that th is  priest with a typ ical p a tr i
o tic  prejudice, boasted of tho equitable nature of tho ju d ic ia l 
system of the Sikhs, whioh he considered to be much superior to 
tha t of the English. He described tho la t te r  as tedious, 
expensive and vexatious and advantageous only to clever rogues. 
Malcolm himself held the view that the Sikh system v?as wmost con
genial to the temper of the people." Sketch,pp.126-28.

I t  may bo fa ir ly  doubted whether the want of w ritten laws and 
regulations was ever f e l t  by any society vrhich had never known thorn 
since i t s  b irth ; though when once enjoyed th e ir u w  becomes a 
severe in f l ic t io n . Tho introduction of s tr ic t  laws probably v/ould 
have at f i r s t  ir r i ta te d  rather than conciliated the mass of the 
population who would have only submitted to the® when they could 
not be resisted. Moreover, whether the m ultip lication  of restra in ts  
<in the freedom pf/^eoeial organism whose expansive force was not 
yet exhausted would have been conducive to i t s  best in terests  and 
those of i t s  ru le r is  highly doubtful.



v indicate th a t  f in e  p r in c ip le  which had induced t h e i r  an c es to rs  to  

sake a u n ite d  s tan d  a g a in s t n a tio n a l d a n g e r.1 Born in  circum stances 

of com parative a ff lu e n c e , and brought up in  an atmosphere o f  mutual 

h o s t i l i ty  and ag g ress io n , th e  Sikh c h ie f ta in s  o f  R a n jit Singh*s days 

had l o s t  a l l  sense o f common bro therhood . On th e  co n tra ry , they had 

imbibed p e rso n a l am bitions and s e l f i s h  aims Which d id  n o t allow  them to  

act to g e th e r . T h is was one c h ie f  cause o f  th e  decay o f  th e  Ourumata. 

Another, o f  more fundam ental im portance, may be found in  th e  backward 

condition o f  th e  mass o f  th e  peop le , in  i n s t i t u t i o n  based  on such a 

mixture o f  p o l i t i c a l  independence and fe d e ra l  su b o rd in a tio n , as was 

implied in  the  e x is te n c e  o f  th e  Gurumata, re q u ired  fo r  i t s  su cc essfu l 

fork ing  a s t a t e  o f  s o c ie ty  o f f a r  g re a te r  co rpo ra te  consciousness and 

in te l l ig e n c e  than  th a t  o f th e  S ikhs. Thus th e  Gurumata. from i t s  very 

com position, was u n su ita b le  fo r  th e  purposes o f an ex ten s iv e  dominion, 

as i t  was alsro incom patib le  w ith  th e  growing power o f an in h e re n t genius 

or one su p e r io r  mind. Thus i t  n a tu ra lly  gave way to  a s in g le  temporal 

a u th o rity .

Under R a n jit  Singh* s  personal despotism , th e  Pan jab  was governed  

   ■■-■■■«     . ■.. .

(1) Se^Murray’ s  R a n jit  Singh a d its d  by H .T.Prinswp, p p .57-58, and 
MaiooIn * s  Skateh, pp .106-7 .
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in a manner which g en era lly  su ited  th e  e x is t in g  s t a te  o f  s o c ie ty .

V illa g e  l i f e  throughout th e  country was l i t t l e  in te r fe r e d  w ith . Except 

for th e  assessm ent and c o l le c t io n  o f  land revenue, or for th e  purpose 

o f m ilita r y  re cr u ita o n t, th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  th e v i l la g e s  seldom came in  

con tact w ith tho government. I t s  lo c a l  a f fa ir s  were m ostly su b jec t to  

tha Panchayats,whioh provided to ler a b ly  e f f e c t iv e  and s u f f ic ie n t  agen cies  

for safeguard ing the c o l le c t iv e  r ig h t s  and r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  o f  the rurual 

p opu lation . Thus R a n jiV s government, however d esp o tic , was n o t meddle

some enough to prevent tho development o f  independent ch aracter. I t  a lso  

allowed ample scope fo r  th e  r e a l is a t io n  o f  in d iv id u a l ambition in  e ith e r  

m ilita r y  or c i v i l  government. One g rea t 3 ecret o f  the p op u larity  o f  the  

MahhrSja*s ru le  was th a t i t  kept open to  the humblest c i t i s e n  the  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  acquiring p o s it io n  and w ealth . This i s  borne out by 

the f a c t  th a t  among th e forem ost d ig n ita r ie s  o f  the Court o f  Lahore, there  

were many who owed th e ir  w ealth and grea tn ess to  th e ir  own personal 

q u a li t ie s ,  ra th er  than to any hered itary  recommendations. Another g rea t  

B sr it o f  R a n jit#s  au th ority  was th a t ne never based i t  upon h is  own 

inherent su p e r io r ity , or  any D ivine R ight ̂ Theory o f  Supremacy. Ho never  

arrogated to  h im self any high sounding t i t l e s ,  or claim ed supernatural 

powers. On the contrary, he always J u s t i f ie d  h is  a g g ressiv e  d esign s by 

showing th a t they  were d ire c ted  to  th e  g lory o f  the fo h ls a  Lfe the whole



Sikh Church. The peop le , who had seen o r  heard o f  th e  Gu rum a t  a as th e  

symbol o f  th e  u n ity  o f th e  Sikhs a g a in s t th e  fo e s  o f  t h e i r  r e l ig io n ,  

found s u f f i c ie n t  co n so la tio n  fo r  i t s  d isappearance in  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  

was re p la c e d  by th e  power o f a monarch who h im se lf re p re se n te d  a l iv in g  

embodiment o f th e  same h igh  purpose. I t  i s ,  indeed , by r e c a l l in g  to  

our minds th e  p o l i t i e a l  environment in  which th e  r e l ig io n  o f  th e  Sikhs 

had developed, and th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t s  tran sfo rm a tio n  in to  a m i l i t a r i s t  

oread was a c o u n te rb la s t  a g a in s t Mohammedan b ig o try , t h a t  we f u l ly  

r e a l is e  th e  r e a l  cause o f  th e  p o p u la r ity  o f  H an jit* s  government* Under 

the M ahhrlja, th e  S ikhs had achieved such b r i l l i a n t  trium phs as they had 

never a t ta in e d  b e fo re . C ity  a f t e r  c i ty  had acknowledged t h e i r  a u th o r ity  

u n ti l  an e x te n s iv e  kingdom had been c re a te d , whose form idable m il i ta ry  

resources none commanded awe and reverence  a l ik e  from neighbouring  s ta t e s  

and d is ta n t  r u le r s .

Prom th o  p o in t o f  view o f  h is  own s u b je c ts ,  th e  despotism  o f 

R anjit Singh on th e  whole may be d esc rib ed  as b en ev o len t. He was no 

alien  r u le r  in  p o in t o f  ra c e  and r e l ig io n .  Under h is  a u th o r ity  th e  

economic re so u rc e s  o f  th e  S ta te , though unevenly d is t r ib u te d ,  were wholly 

u t i l i s e d  w ith in  th e  kingdom. No p a r t  o f  i t  was d ra ined  away from th e  

oountry. Through th e  b le s s in g s  o f h is  r u le ,  th e  people o f  th e  Panj^b 

evolved a degree o f  law and o rd e r , and en te red  upon a p e rio d  o f  in te rn a l
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peace and p ro s p e r i ty  which th ey  had n o t enjoyed fo r  sev e ra l g e n e ra tio n s . 

Ttiat th e  s e c u r i ty  o f l i f e  and p roperty  was much le s s  in  the  days o f th e  

Maharaja than  i t  i s  to -d a y , when th e  weans o f communication a re  e n t i r e ly  

re v o lu tio n ised  by th e  in tro d u e tio n  o f ra ilw ay s  and te le g ra p h s , may be 

read ily  adm itted . What I w ish, however, to  emphasise i s  th a t  , when 

compared w ith  th e  co n d itio n s  which proceeded th e  e s tab lish m en t o f the 

au th o rity  o f th e  Sikh r u l e r  over th e  Land o f the  Five R ivers and w ith 

those which p re v a ile d  in  h is  own tim e among o th e r  neighbouring  s ta te s ,  

his ru le  was a d i s t i n c t  improvement over th e  o ld  o rd e r .

R a n jit  Singh, however, cannot be s a id  to  have bestowed any c o n s ti

tu tio n  on th e  P an jab . I f  he had any th eo ry  o f  government, i t  was to  

reduce a l l  h is  s u b je c ts  to  th e  same p o l i t i c a l  l e v e l .  T h is  was th e  one 

fixed aim o f h is  in te rn a l  p o lic y , and to  ca rry  i t  o u t su c c e s s fu lly , he 

laboured hard th roughou t h is  l i f e .  For t h i s  purpose he reduced every 

3ikh c h ie f ta in  to  a su b o rd in a te  sem i-feudal p o s i t io n . Prom h is  own 

predecessors, -  th o  innum erable p e tty  d espo ts  who had governed th e  

Pan jab  a f t e r  th e  d ec lin e  o f th e  Mughttfcs, he had in h e r i te d  no e la b o ra te  

system o r  s e t t l e d  p r in c ip le  o f  government. These c h ie f ta in s ,  a p a rt 

from t h e i r  e a r l i e r  e f f o r t s  fo r  th e i r  own l ib e r a t io n  from Moslem over- 

lo rdsh ip , had remained c o n tin u a lly  engaged fo r  se v e ra l decades e i th e r
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in r e s i s t i n g  fo re ig n  in v as io n s  o r  in  o a rry in g  on a m utually  d e s tru c tiv e  

w arfare. Such an atm osphere was obv iously  l i t t l e  oonduoive to  th e  

growth o f  d e f in i t e  r u l e s ,  o r th o  develop®eat o f  any chocks o f l im i ta t io n s  

on th e  ab so lu te  power o f  th e  ru le r#  The Pan ja b  had consequently  degene

ra te d  in to  a s t a t e  o f  anarchy and confusion . I t  was a t  such a tim e th a t  

R an jit e s ta b l is h e d  h is  a u th o r i ty  over th e  province* Then he was occupied 

for over t h i r t y  y e a rs  w ith  m il i ta ry  campaigns and th e  c o n so lid a tio n  o f 

h is kingdom. But a p a r t  from th e se  c ire im stan o es , which were obviously  

unfavourable to  th e  growth o f any e la b o ra te  governm ental m achinery,

Ran j i t ' s  work as mi a d m in is tra to r  was n e c e s s a r i ly  c ircum scribed  by 

h is la c k  o f  e i th e r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  equipment o r o r ig in a l i ty  o f mind#

Hence i t  was b u t n a tu ra l  t h a t  he should don f in e  h is  e f f o r t s  in  th e  

f ie ld  o f l e g i s l a t io n  to  th e  ta s k  o f r e s to r a t io n  and th e  r e v iv a l  o f a 

workable system  o f  a d m in is tra tio n  r a th e r  than  aim a t  in n o v a tio n s  and

/
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the in tro d u c tio n  o f new la w s .1

(1) The only a d m in is tra tiv e  p lan  which could servo as a p receden t
fo r  th e  o rg a n isa tio n  o f  c iv i l  departm ents was th a t  o f  th e  Mug^als. 
There i s ,  indeed , a c lo se  resem blance between t h e i r  system of 
government and th a t  o f R a n jit  S ingh. In  a l l  e s s e n t ia l  fe a tu re s , 
such as th e  o rg a n is a tio n  o f  revenue and customs departm ents, th e  
d e leg a tio n  o f  a d m in is tra tiv e  and ju d ic ia l  fu n c tio n s  to  one and 
th e  same o f f i c i a l ,  and th e  assignm ents o f  J 5 g lr s  to  th e  n o b i l i ty  
in  re tu rn  fo r  f ix e d  quotas o f men and money, th e r e  was a c lo se  
resem blance* F in a lly , th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  d iv is io n s  o f  th e  Panjab, 
th e  names o f  v a r io u s  t f f i c i a l s  and agen ts o f  government, and l a s t ,  
b u t n o t l e a s t ,  th e  language o f  th e  Gourt o f th e  Mug^als, we f in d  
reproduced under th e  Sikh r u le .

The Mah&r&ja did  n o t a v a il  h im self o f European i n t e l l i 
gence and experience as much in  o iv i l  ad m in is tra tio n  as in  th e  
o rg a n is a tio n  o f  th e  army, A very l im ite d  number o f  Europeans were 
employed in  a o iv i l  c a p a c ity , th e  most prom inent among them being  
Efcrs. R onigbergcr and Harlan and G eneral A v ita b ile . Of th e se  th re e , 
th e  l a s t  m entioned in tro d u ced  some improvements in  th e  d i s t r i c t  
o f  Waxlrhbad. S t i l  no r a d ic a l  changes were made even by him. We 
m ight have though t th a t  a d esp o tic  r u l e r  who t r u s te d  Europeans 
in  th e  management o f h i s  army, would have n o t f e l t  any sc ru p le s  in  
employing th e i r  t a l e n t s  in  c i v i l  re co n s tru c tio n *  Moreover, we 
know th a t  he made o f f e r s  o f such employment to  bo th  Baron Ruegel 
and V ic to r Jacquemont. F u rth e r, h i s  correspondence w ith Capt.
Wade in  18^7, in  which R a n jit  asked th e  l a t t e r  to  p rov ide  him w ith  
a copy o f  th e  P arliam en ta ry  C o n s titu tio n  o f  £*gland, shows th a t  he 
was n o t e n t i r e ly  averse  to  th e  w es te rn is in g  o f  some o f  h is  
in s t i tu t io n s *  Any a ttem p t, however, a t  reform  by fo re ig n e rs  would 
c e r ta in ly  have been unpopular w ith  th e  people, and perhaps he 

' h im se lf drew back  from the  independence of such o f f i c i a l s  in  the  
Sphere o f  in te r n a l  p o l i t ic s *

V. } .•

!\

I(
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m&rm m.
Court and Oaap o f  R a n jit Singh.

In tho fo llo w in g  pages, I propose to  d escrib e  tho  view s, 

and iketch  tho char actor o f  tho load ing p e r s o n a lit ie s  at the Court o f  

Lahore. Tho s e le c t io n  i s  made according to  th e ir  r e p resen ta tiv e  

p o s it io n * , as w all a3 th e ir  in d iv id u a l im portance. We may d iv id e  them 

in to  s ix  groups as fo llo w s:  (a )  Qogra Bajput3: (b ) S ikh s: ( c )  Hindus:

(3 )  Brahmins; ( c )  Mohammedan; and ( f )  Hforopeans.

A. p o g r a  Rajputs.

The flogras were represen ted  a t the Opurt by throe b ro th ers,

Haj i3 Dhian Singh, G olib Singh, and Sochot Singh, and the son o f the  

f i r s t ,  Raj a Hira Singh. The early  career? o f  th ese  b rothers i s  too  

voll-known to need d e ta ile d  r e p e t i t io n . They entered R an jit*3 se r v ic e  

in 1311 as more troop ers, wore introduced  to tho Prince fo r  the f i r s t
1

time by Misor Dewan Chand and a ttra c ted  the la t te r * a  p a r tic u la r  n o t ic e .

Within the n ex t th ree  years they were ra ised  to  the rank o f  Ghoroharas.
• •

The v a rio u s fa c to r s  con tr ib u tin g  to  the rapid  in crea se  o f th e ir  in flu e n c e

with th e ir  m aster may bo thus summarised. F ir s t ,  th e ir  f in e  f ig u r e s ,
£

so ld ie ry  b earing , and handsome lo o k s s p e e ia l ly  appealed to  tho im agination  

o f  R a n jit . Secondly, they had the support o f  Misar Dewln Ohand, the

(1 ) For d e t a i l s ,  see  Smyth*s Reigning Family o f  Lahore, p.p.21& -83; 
and Ib ra t Kama, f . f .3 6 $ - e o .
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most prominent general i t  th e  tim e. L a stly , the b roth ers them selves

were a le r t  men who c a r e fu lly  w itched th e ir  cm  in te r e s t s  and ascended

the p o l i t i c a l  ladder w ith caution  and so b r ie ty . Their in flu e n c e  with

Han j i t  s te a d ily  in creased  u n t i l  Golab wa3 granted a J lg ir  near Bhimbor,

w h ile  Dhian succeeded Jaradar Khushal 3in ;h in  charge o f  the Dfroorhl

o f th e  p a la ce . Golab henceforth  u su a lly  remained on the fam ily  e s ta te

it Jamjpun, but the two o th ers at the c a p ita l .  In 1318 a i l  th e three
1were created  ftaJas and wore awarded in creased  t e r r ito r y .  Dhian Singh

n
was u ltim a te ly  ©ado Raja Kalan Bahadur* (th e  great R aja) , -  a t i t l e  s ig 

n ify in g  the f i r s t  m in ister  in  the S ta te .

Raja Dhiln Singh.

In appearance, th e Raja i s  described  as *a noble specimen 

of th e  human race , rath er above the usual h eigh t o f  n a t iv e s , with a 

guiefc and in t e l l i g e n t  eye, h igh  handsome forehead and a q u ilin e  fea tu r es , 

dressed  in  a m agn ificen t helm et and cu ir a ss  o f  p o lish ed  s t e e l ,  embossed 

with gold  -  a presen t o f  King Louis Philipp® o f  Prance -  a model o f  

manly beauty and in t e l l ig e n c e .  H is variou s p o l i t i c a l  d u tie s , and the

(1 ) Dhian was made Raja o f  Ja&fun, Golab o f  AMmur, Sachet o f  Rasnagir,
and la t e r  on Hlra Singh o f  J a sro ta .

(2 ) But I  Shah c a l l s  t h i s  t i t l e  R aia-i-R ajgan (th e  Raja o f  a l l  the R ija s )
and so docs th e  author o f  the Ib ra t Kama. Sohan Lai and the author 
of Sher Singh Hama U3C the words Raja Kalan (groa t R aja).

7t*
(3) 03bornc#s/C ourt and Camp o f  ftan jit Singh, p .p .74-75 .



-.216-
manner in  which he discharged them, are thus described: "The Raja i s  the  

channel o f  conveying th e p e t it io n s  and rep resen ta tio n s o f the people and 

carrying  the M aharaja's orders regarding them in to  e f f e c t .  At night,when  

he retu rn s from the Court, he i s  in  the h a b it of holding a Darbar in  h is  

own house which the o f f ic e r s  of the army and some o f the S irdars a lso  

atten d , to  f a c i l i t a t e  the tra n sa ctio n  o f th e ir  b u sin ess w ith His Highness. 

The rep orts o f  such o f  the troop s as may be present at the Court are l ik e 

w ise rece ived  at th e  same tim e and the necessary orders issu ed  regarding  

them w ithout co n su ltin g  the Maharaja, excep ting  in cases o f an important 

n a tu r e .. . .The Maharaja p la c e s  g rea t con fidence in the Raja*s good sense  

and f id e l i t y  and con sid ers him one o f  h is  s in c e r e s t  fr ie n d s . He en tru sts  

him w ith the in v e s t ig a t io n  and se ttlem en t o f a f fa ir s  o f importance both  

in  the f in a n c ia l and ju d ic ia l  departments o f  s ta te ;  and the m ildness and 

p rop riety  of conduct w ith which he tr a n sa c ts  h is  b u sin ess  i s  not among 

th e  l e a s t  o f h is  good q u a li t ie s  and cla im s to  approbation, s in ce  he had 

h eld  t h is  high o f f i c e  at the Court o f  Lahore*?1 The Raja held th e

(1 )  The Sikhs and Afghans by Shahamat A li ,p p .20-27. Osborne w r ite s  about 
Dhian Singh thu s: "He i s  about th ir ty  years o f age and i s  very high and 
by a l l  accounts ju s t ly  so in h is  m a ster 's  con fidence. He i s  a c t iv e , c lev er  
and in t e l l i g e n t ,  p ossessed  o f g rea t in flu e n c e  over the Sikh peop le, and in  
a l l  p ro b a b ility  w i l l  be one, and not the l e a s t  powerful or deserving candi
date for the throne o f the Punjab on R u n jeet's  decease. With enormous 
w ealth  and property, and a la rg e  tr a c t  o f  country, which he r u le s  with  
m ild ness and j u s t ic e ,  he p resen ts  a s in g u la r  in sta n ce  o f a fa v o u r ite  and a 
man in  power, whose t a le n t s  and v ir tu e s  are more appreciated  than h is  
power and in flu en ce  are en v ied . G entlem anlike, manly, and unassuming in  
h is  manners, he i s  s t i l l  co ld  and re p u ls iv e  to  Europeans, whom he both fea rs  
and h ates w ith more than common rancour, and aga in st whom he lo s e s  no 
opportunity  o f  ex e r tin g  h is  in flu e n c e  w ith  the Maharajah." The Court 
and Camp o f Rnujeet Sing, p p .74-75 .
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oommsnd o f  two b a t ta l io n s  o f  in fa n try  a corps o f  a r t i l l e r y  b e s id e s  

a la r g e  feudal fo rce  o f  ir r e g u la r s  which ho and h is  b roth ers r a ise d , 

equipped and tra in ed  e n t ir e ly  from th o ir  own t e r r i t o r ie s .

The Baja seems, by a l l  accounts, to  have en terta in ed  a deep d is 

tr u s t  o f  tho Company*s government. Hi3 a tt itu d e  towards the accred ited  

r e p r e se n ta t iv e s  o f  th a t  power was always f u l l  o f  r e se r v e . On 3everal 

occasion s he i s  sa id  to  have t r ie d  to  poison the mind o f  h is  m aster and 

to  have taken p a in s to  show that tho words and p r o fe ss io n s  o f  the E nglish

were u n r e lia b le . Many statem ents to  t h i s  e f f e c t  occur in  the works o f
1

European w r ite r s . Indian ch ro n ic le r s  a lso  g iv e  the same im pression . I t  

may, however, be remarked th a t th e  Baja was not alone in  en ter ta in in g  

such apprehensions* They were shared more or l e s s  by the Sikh ru ler  him

s e l f  and sev era l e th er  c o u r tie r s ;  so th a t  there was no fundamental d i f f -
2

oronoo between tho a t t itu d e  o f  the Maharaja and h is  m in is te r . Both 

recognised  the danger o f  c o n f l ic t  w ith tho B r it is h  and wore anxious to  

seek rem edies to  avoid th a t danger. The only d iffero n o e  th a t might bo 

said  to  e x i s t  between them was regarding tho most opportune tim e. A 

olaSh o f  arm3 was thought to be in e v ita b le .  B an jit accordingly  s o t  him

s e l f  to the ta sk  o f m ilita r y  p rep ara tion s. Dhian, on the o ther hand,

(1 ) See, fo r  example, T \fa r lk h -i-B a n jit Singh, f« 408.

(2 ) Sec tho C alcu tta  Beviow o f  August, 1S44. Dhian i s  described  by the  
w r ite r  as " tho man in  tho IUn}ab ruoh l ik e  h is  master***
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thought tho remedy la y  In speedy a c tio n .

As regards h i3  p o lic y  in tho in te rn a l a ffa irs  o f  tho Pan jab , ho 

i 3  sa id  to have boon actuated  by purely s e l f i s h  m otives. T his observa

t io n , th , ugh true to  a con sid erab le  ex ten t, i s  exp la ined  by h is  circum

stances. Ha had no r a c ia l  or r e l ig io u s  a f f in i t y  with the governing c la s s e s  

o f the S ikhs. He ta a  n e ith e r  a genuine Sikh nor an in h ab itan t o f  the 

country in ^hich they l iv e d .  He had com© to  Lahore as a more adventurer, 

and represented no c la s s  among the ind igenous population  o f  the Panjab. 

History has many such in s t  m ccs , in  which seal due a cre  to selfish  

interests than to the h igher p r in c ip le s  o f  p a tr io tism . Dhian's conduct, 

specially during tho actu ation  which arose a fte r  R a n jit 's  death, show him 

a W accM avelli, -  one who sought h i3  end reg a rd less  o f  the moans. This 

may be rea d ily  adm itted, SThat im presses me eq u a lly , however, i s  th a t  

throughout the roign  o f  the Maharaja he never betrayed o f  n eg le c ted  th© 

in te r e s ts  o f  h is  sovere ign . Gn th e  contrary, h is  constant and c o n s is te n t
i

devotion won him the most tr u ste d  p o s it io n  in  tho r u le r 's  c o u n c ils . 1

( I )  Dhian Singh f u l ly  grasped the u n stab le  Ji&turp^of Hanji t 1 q .authority 
over the Punjab. Hence though ho remained f a i th fu l  to  tho sik h  ru ler
during tho l a t t e r 1 s  l i f o t im e ,  y e t  ho had a l l  along boon preparing to  
root tho coming storm. The weakness and im b e c ility  o f  R a n j it 's  h o ir -
ipparent and the mutual r iv a lr i e s  o f  the d if fe r e n t  p a r t ie s  prompted him 
zo play tho hazardous game o f  p o l i t i c a l  ascendancy. The r e v o lt ,  however, 
vas a f a i lu r e .  That h© did n o t f o c i  tho same devotion towards tho 3ons 
cf Ran j ib  as ho did to  th e  Maharaja h im self appears to mo to  bo the re a l  
charge aga in st him. Hover th e! c s s , even in  th is  m atter th ere  wore 
several extenuating circum stances, a r is in g  from tho general in ca p a city  
of R a n jit 's  su ccesso rs  to  govern the country ,th© p ro -B r itish  sym pathies 
md le a n in g s  o f  some o f  thorn, and tho doubtful parentage o f  o th ers .
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HMA GOLAB 5INCHA.

Golab Singh »as a a o ld io r  as w e ll as a p o l i t i c ia n .  had 

more o f  tho roughness o f  tho s o ld ie r  than h is  b ro th ers. Osborne des

cr ib e  i  hits a3 " an able* a c t iv e , b o ld , e n er g e tic  and a w ise and prudent 

o o m in .b r /  Mo3t c f  the year he remained away from th e  c a p ita l and b usied  

h iB s e lf  w ith the management o f  the d i s t r i c t s  granted as J a r ir s  o f  farmed 

out t o  tha b ro th ers by the r u le r . His ad m in istra tion , however, was 

extrem ely oppre>33ivo md ty ra n n ic a l. Gardner, who served under him fo r  

sev era l y ea rs, ch a ra cter ised  h is  ru le  as nothing 3hort o f  *'a r u th le s s  

b arbarity  and a system o f  te r r o r ."  In the l ig h t  o f  cthor accounts, h is  

exp ression s are n e t to o  stro n g . H is own in flu en ce  w ith  R a n jit, and more 

than t h i s ,  the in flu e n c e  o f  h in  b ro th er , allow ed Golab to  p r a c t is e  a l l  

kind3 o f  s e v e r i t i e s  on tho peop le under h i3  charge* T̂hen summoned to  

Lahore to  render accounts or to  o f f e r  ex p lan ation s, ho always presen ted  

h in s e lf  b efore h is  Sovereign in  a i l  h u m ility  and su b m iss iv e .1 T h is ,to 

gether w ith the ready payments o f  la rg o  sums o f  money always saved him

(1) Gol ib was one o f  th o  c le v e r e s t  dipismuatists o f  h is  time* In tho 
re ig n  o f  tho MahSrlja, and oven a f te r  h is  death, ho purposely avoided  
prominence and contented h im so lf w ith  tho more modest and sa fe r  ta sk  
o f  actin g  as the w ir e -p u llo r  o f  h is  p arty . Though away from Lahore fo r  
th e  g rea ter  p a rt o f  the year, he kopt h im se lf w ell-in form ed  o f tho  
rapidly s h if t in g  p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n .  This s in g u la r  caution  enabled hin  
t o  su rv ive  the rev o lu tio n  which swept away most o f  the n o b i l i t y ,  in clu d in g  
h is  b ro th ers, son and nephew. ?fith a unique a d ro itn ess , he a lso  managed 
to  keep out o f  the F ir s t  Sikh T*ar a t th e end o f  which he was found to  
b e the on ly  in d iv id u a l in  tho Panjab whoso diplomacy was thought capable  
o f  saving the Sikhs from ru in . Jjfcfc wont to make peace w ith  tho B r it is h  
w ith  an alm ost f in a l  au th ority ; and by h is  s k i l f u l  a s s o c ia t io n s  ho 
brought back peace to  the Sikhs and a la r g e  dominion for  h im se lf .
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from disgrace.
RAJA 30CHET 3IHGH.

Sochet was tho youngest and th e  ©oat handsome o f  tho throe

brothers* Ho was ils©  one o f  tho most p o lish ed  c o u r t ie r s  o f  Lahore. Ho

held the cos©and o f  a la r g e  fo rce  o f  the Gborsh aras. in  p o l i t i c a l  and
•  "4 '

ad m in istra tive  ta le n t s ,  however, he was fa r  in fe r io r  to  h is  b ro th ers.

Ran j i t  accord ingly  saldan en tru sted  him w ith  tho d u tie s  o f  c i v i l  admin

is t r a t io n , but p r in c ip a lly  employed h is  s e r v ic e s  in  the more congenial
1

atr-c3pho re o f  tho Court. IXiring th e  anarchy th a t fo llow ed  Ran J it*  s  death, 

Sochet d isp layed  unusual a c t iv i t y  and made a sudden b id  fear power ag a in st  

h is  nephew Hira Singh, at whose hands he mot a v io le n t  death.

(1 ) Tho fc llo w in g  13 an in te r e s t in g  account o f  the som i-ro ilitary  and 
sem i-court costume in  which he was dressed  on s t a t e  o cc a s io n s: "His 
dress was s n iy iif ic o n t;  a helm et or sk u ll-ca p  o f  b r ig h t p o lish ed  
s to e l  in la id  w ith  gold , w\d deep fr in g e  o f  chain*Hnail o f  the same 
m ateria l reach ing to  h is  shou lders; th ree  plumes o f  b laok  heron*s 
fea th ers  w aiving on h is  c r e s t ,  and three shawls o f  l i l a c ,  w hite  
and s c a r le t  tw is tsd  very round and t ig h t , in te r la c e d  w ith one another 
aid gathered round tho edge o f  th e Lolmet; a shelonk o f  ru b ies and 
diamonds on h is  forehead and back; b r c a s t-p la to s  and g a u n tle ts  o f  
s to o l ,  r ic h ly  embossed w ith gold  and p rec iou s s to n e s , worn over a 
r ich , th ic k  q u ilted  gask et o f  b r ig h t yellow  s i l k  w ith  m agn ificen t  
arm lets o f  ru b ies  and diamonds on each arm; a sh ie ld  o f  p o lish ed  
hide o f th e rh inooerous, embossed and ornamented w ith  go ld ; a je w e lle d  
sabre and a m atchlock, w ith  h i s  long and g lo ssy  b lack  beard and 
o o u sta o h io s, he looked tho very b ea u -id ea l o f  a Sikh o h ie f ."
Osborne* 3?tk u rt and Camp o f  Ran j i t  Singh, . p.tTMM. Gardner des
cr ib es  Sochet os “a sp len d id  avfordsman and the very pink o f  ch iva lry*  
Memoirs o f  Col.A.Gardner. p .2S4.



HAJA HIRA SINGH*

H ira Singh, tho ion o f  Dhian 3ingh, was tho fa v o u r ite  o f  

the Maharaja*3 c o u r t!o r s . While y e t  an in fa n t , ho a ttra c ted  tho n o tio o  

of R an jit who in  la to r  years grow so fond o f  him th a t ho seldom su ffered  

hir o u t o f  h is  s igh t*  B esid es tho high t i t l o  o f  Raj a* many were the  

favours bestowed upon him. At tho roya l Court he become the cynosure o f  

i l l  e y e s . In every r e sp e c t  he was tre a ted  by th e  Maharaja on the fo o tin g  

o f  a sen ; and w ith  the excep tion  o f  Rharak Singh and Sher Singh, he was 

the on ly  person a t Court provided w ith  a chair in  the royal presence*

(shorn©1 thus d e s e r v e s  h is  imposing p o s it io n  in  the Par b i l l : " He i s  the
only in d iv id u a l who ever ven tu res to  address fcmjeet Sing w ithout being

epoken to; and w h ile  h is  fa th er  3tands behind h is  m aster*3 ch a ir  and never  

presumes to answer him w ith  unclasped hands, t h is  boy docs not h e s ita te  

to in terru p t and co n tra d ic t him in  tho rudest manner• One in sta n ce  o f  

the way in  which ho presumed upon the k indness o f  RanJ^it was tho su b jec t  

o f i \ 3 o conversation  at A*flgnan«p;mr upon our a r r iv a l. The y ea r ly  t r i 

bute from Kashmir had arrived and, as usur.1 # was opened and spread on the  

f lc o r  in  the Durbnfc fo r  tho in sp ec tio n  o f the Maharaja. I t  co n s is te d  o f  

shawls, arms, jew e ls  e t c . ,  to  the amount o f  upwards o f  th ir ty  thousand 

pounds, young Heera Sing w ithout tho s l ig h t e s t  h e s ita t io n , addressed  

Runjapt and 3 a id : w Tour H ighness cannot requ ire a l l  those th in g s , l e t  me

(l)T ^ C ou rt and Camp o f  Ronjeet Sing- ’ "pp.’ffTSHJT"
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havc them.* Tho msraror was: "You ©ay take tho© .”

In appearance Hira Singh was handsome but e ffem in a te . Ho was 

u su a lly  drossod in  most expensive a t t ir o  which by a l l  accounts was oovorcd 

from w ai3t upwards with s t r in g s  o f  p e a r ls , di amends, n iM o s, em eralds 

and o th er exp en sive s to n e s . To most o f  those who saw him ho seemed a 

c le v er  and i n t e l l i g e n t  youth. Im ita tion  o f  European manners and fom 3  

o f e t iq u e t te  was, cu r io u sly  enough, one o f  h is  h a b its; and i t  i s  sa id  th a t  

ho le a r n t  a l i t t l e  c f  th e  S hglish  language. In t h i s  a t t itu d e  ho was, in 

deed, a remarkable co n tra st w ith  h is  fa th e r . Prom the ease and comfort 

in  which he was brought up, one would have thought him in cap ab le o f  much 

ser io u s  e f f o r t .  In the days o f  tho r e v o lu tio n , however, h is  a b i l i t i e s  

were unexpectedly developed. Soon a f te r  h is  fa th e r 1s death, he played in
i

a c tiv e  part in  m aintain ing tho Dogra ascendancy over the Panjab. With 

rare courage and re so u rce fu ln ess , ho ra ise d  h im self to  the lea d ersh ip  o f  

h is  party and by a la v is h  expenditure, ho e s ta b lish e d  a m ilita r y  d ic ta to r 

sh ip . H is power, however, vras based on force and money and ho had no re a l  

held  on the minds o f  tho peop le; nor did he p o ssess  co n stru c tiv e  ta le n t s .  

His sh o r t-s ig h te d n e ss  and p e r t in a c ity  le d  him to  d isregard  the w ishes o f  

the Sikhs by h is  s e le c t io n  o f  the vain  and w orth less Pandit J a l la  as h is  

a d v iser . This proved t c  be the immediate cause o f  h is  own downfall and
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da a t  h t o g e t h e r  w i t h  h i 3 o v e r b e a r in g  o o u n 3 o l l o r .

B. SIKHS.

The Sikh c o u r t ie r s  r e p r e s e n t e d  th e  la n d e d  ar istocracy  o f  

th e  Pan j a b .  3one o f  them d e sc e n d e d  from th o  c h i e f s  o f  th o  o l d  M i s i s , 

while o t h e r s  had n ew ly  r i s e n  to  e m in e n c e .  Tho Sikh Siruars s e r v e d  mostly  

in  the army and w ere  se ldom  em ployed  in  a d m in is t r  a u 1 v o uo v 3 . They w ore,  

however, o f te n  a t t a c h e d  t o  d i p l o m a t i c  m i s s i o n s  f o r  w h ich  th e y  w ere  

eminently f i t t e d  on a c c o u n t  o f  t h e i r  t w o fo ld  p r e s t i g e  as  m i l i t a r y  

o f f ic e r s  and landed p r o p r i e t o r s .  In the 1 o i l ow ing p a r a g r a p h s ,  1 w i l l  

£ive a s h o r t  s k e t c h  o f  some p ro m in en t  members o f  t h i s  c i a 3 3 .

LEHNA SINGH MAJTTHI 

Lohna S in g h  o c c u p ie d  s e v e r a l  im p o r ta n t  p o s i t i o n s  a t  th e

Court c f  L ah ore . Of h is  c i v i l  d u t i e s ,  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  was the admin

i s tr a t io n  of t h e  d i s t r i c t s  around A m r its a r .  His govern m en t has been
#

d e s c r ib e d  by many a s  m i ld  and b e n e v o l e n t .  On a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s i n g u l a r  

i n t e g r i t y  o f  h i s  c h a r a c t o r ,  h e  was a l s o  em ployed  d i p l o m a t i c a l l y . I n  a m i l i t a

( 1 )  The Dogra c h i e f  had th e  g r e a t e s t  s h a r e  i n  t h e  g o v e r n a n c e  cf* th e  Pan ja b .  
Besides t h e  in n u m e r a b le  f u n c t i o n s  th e y  had t o  perform  in  th e  Court and 
in th o  government d e p a r tm e n ts  a t  L ah ore , th e y  w ere o f t e n  em ployed  in  
diplom atic s e r v i c e  and m i l i t a r y  e x p e d i t i o n s .  T h e ir  t e r r i t o r i a l  p o s s e s s 
i o n s  s t r e t c h e d  f a r  and w id e  and formed one com pact d i v i s i o n  o f  th e  coun
try tff&r w h ich  th e y  exerc ised  m ost o f  th o  f u n c t i o n s  o f  an in d e p e n d e n t
T o v c r ie g n . In  b r i e f  thd^ r u l e d  a s t a t e  w i t h in  the S ta te  o f  th e  Panjab. 
Herein l a y  a g r o a t  danger  to  th e  s t a b i l i t y  of th o  Sikh kingdom — a danger 
which, as hau boon a n t ic u p a t c d  by m o st  o b s e r v e r s ,  soon b r o u g h t  t  to  
ruin a f t e r  t h e  d e a th  o f  t h e  g r e a t  M aharaja .

t h e  g o v e r n o r  c f  A m ritsa r  and t h e  a d jo in in g  t e r r i t o r y  and a lso  Uo a d iv i 
s io n a l commander i n  the army taking part in tho f in a l  campaign against^  
Multan.He was the r e c ip ie n t  o f  s e v e r a l  t i t l e s  & J a g ir s .  Ho died in  13 o2 .
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ca p a city , ho served  the Ordnance department and co n tro lle d  tho foun dries

at Lahore and Am ritsar. Ho c a s t  f to le r a b ly  good* guns, sev era l o f  which 

were used In tho b a t t le s  o f  FerosskTih and A llw al.

Lohna Singh was a ran o f  con sid erab le  a b il i t y  and l i t e r a r y  accom

p lish m ents. He p o ssessed  a knowledge o f  mathematics and astronomy and 

epoko several lan guages. In t h i s  r e sp e c t  ho was an excep tion  to  th e  usual

type o f  Sikh c h ie f t a in s .  He was, moreover, d is tin g u ish ed  fo r  h is

mechanical in g e n u ity .

Though the honesty and in te g r ity  c f  Lehna Singh are in d isp u ta b le , 

yet hi s p o l i t i c s  were t in  id  end h e s ita t in g .  He scans to  have lacked  per

sonal i n i t i a t i v e  in  x jo lit io a l n a tte r s  and could n et make up b is  mind to  

act d e c is iv e ly  in  the storny days preced ing tho F ir s t  Sikh War. Ho 

avoided p o l i t i c a l  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  aiy kind end escaped tc  Benares on 

tho pretence o f  a p ilg r im a g e .1

3IND h1 nWALI A C H I2F 3.

Another fam ily  o f  n o te  in  the Pm jab was th at o f  th e  S ind-

hanvtall \ s .  They formed, in  fa c t ,  a branch o f tho same J i t  house to

which H anjit Singh h im se lf  belonged . Budh Singh was the f i r s t  to  en ter  

Ran j i t ' s  s e r v ic e . He ro se  to  the command o f  a d iv is io n  o f the ir r e g u la r s ,

and in  th at cap acity  d is t in g u ish e d  h im se lf in  sev era l campaigns, notab ly

(1 ) For a ncro d e ta ile d  account c f  Lohna Singh, see  tho C alcu tta  Review 
o f  August, 1844, and th e  Punjab C h iefs by S ir  Lopel G r if f in .
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a g a in st Sysd Ahned. Aft or he died In 1377, h is  ix>3ition was taken by

hi^ two brother;!, Atar Sin eh and Lehna Singh »dw ufaowod a b i l i t y  in  tho
vt,

fr o n tie r  campaigns in  or about 1337. Tho t o ta l  annual in  cor a to  tho 

fa n ily  from tho varioua Jag ira  granted to  their- by the Uaharlj a i s  aaid  to  

have amounted to  n early  a m illio n  r u p e e s .1

These S ir  d ir  3 ahcwod th o ir  hand In tho days o f  anarchy fo llow in g  

tho death o f  Han j i t  Singh. They represented  the c h ie f  o p p o sitio n  againsrt 

tho Dcgra3. I t  v a s  by th e ir  treachery th a t  Maharaja Sher Singh, Raja 

Dhiin Singh and P rince Partab Singh l o s t  th e ir  l iv e n .  A d e ta ile d  study o f  

th ese  ev en ts  i s  beyond the scope o f  th in  work* I t  ©ay, however, be remarked 

that the SindhenwaLias wore actuated  by no b e tte r  m otives then tho Dogras; 

and i t  in  a m istake to  Imagine w ith many h is to r ia n s  th a t the fortr-or 

represented  tho popular cau se . Both were, in  fa c t ,  s e l f i s h  m d  

unscrupulous in  th o ir  conduct.

( I )  In ad d ition  to  th o ir  J a g ir s . tho Sindhonwalias rece iv ed  sevora l
pompous and high~souriding t i t l e s  ouch as U ia l Didar (b r ig h t countenance), 
Hlrtud Budh (keen in t e l l i g e n c e ) ,  S ir d a r - i-B ^ a  (S irdar o f  d ig n ity ) ,
Qai ca r -u l-Iq ta d a r  ( c h ie f  o f  era !tod  p oo*tion ). S o r -a r - i - G ir o h - l - N J a r ) 
(load er o f  a ronovmcd fo r c e ) , fAala Tab a (o f  nobl ® d isp o s it io n  )^ Shu j a-  
ul-DauI a (th e  bravo tasong the n o b lc c ) , and Sh-la:ihcr -i-J a n g  3 ahldur 
(th o  sword o f  th e  S ta te ) .

(8) 3her Siagh HSaa by Muhammad NaqI, f .3 0 .
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SHAM 3ISGH AT A W  ALA.1

Sham Singh en tered  R an jit^ s employment in  10C3 but f i r s t

gam ed prominence during tho f in a l  sieg© o f  Multan whore ho commanded a

b a tte r y . Ho was one o f  th e  f i r s t  persons to  an to r  tho fort* r e c e iv in g  a

severe wound on h i s  sh ou ld er. Next ho took p art in  tho f in a l  exp ed ition

again st Kashmir. In 1334 ho fought se v era l b a t t le s  a g a in st th e  fr o n t ie r

tribesmen; and in  one o f  th ose had a narrow ©scape* h is  horse being sh ot

under him. Three years la t e r ,  h is  daughter was married to  Eanwar Hau

N ih il Singh, the grandson o f  the Maharaja. Tho wedding c o s t  tho Sirdar
#*>

n e ir ly  a m illio n  and a h a lf  o f  rupees.*

A fter the death o f  R a n jit , 3h»n Singh remained in  Po3hawar for

some t in e  and then r e t ir e d  to  h is  n a tiv e  v i l la g e  A tari. He thu s avoided

(1) The f i r s t  re p r ese n ta tiv e  o f  th© Atariv?ala fam ily to  serve under
Ran j i t  Singh was Kihul Singh. I t  i s  sa id  th a t  among the e a r l ie r  c h ie f 
ta in s  none was a g rea ter  fa v o u r ite  with h is  m aster than t h i s  S irdar.
There was, moreover, hardly an exp ed ition  between 1303 and 1317 in  which 
t h is  courageous lea d er  o f  men did not- take p a rt. An in te r e s t in g  account 
o f  tho circum stances in  which Kihal Singh d ied  in  the la t t e r  year i s  
mentioned by G r if f in . R a n jit f e l l  i l l  in  th v t  year. Grave apprehen
s io n s  fo r  h is  l i f e  were en terta in ed  by h is  devoted fo llo w e r s . H ihal, 
according to  a popular s u p e r s t it io n , walked round the bod o f  Jhi3 m aster, 
invoking tho i l l n e s s  on h im se lf . 0uriou3ly enough tho Maharaja recovered  
but tho S irdar d ied  soon a f te r .  T his in c id en t reminds u s o f  Bab or 
walking round tho death bed o f  h is  son

(") For a f u l l  account o f  the m arriage, see  the d esc r ip tio n  given by 
Lord Auckland,on the au th ority  o f  S ir  Henry Fane in a s e c r e t  l e t t e r  to  
S ir  J.Hobhouse, dated Oth A pril, 1337: Lord Auckland's P r iv a te  L e tte r s , 
v o l . 11 (Brit.M us.Add. MSS).
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my p art in  tho in tr ig u e s  o f  Lahore.

HIM SINGH KALWA.

Among th e la t e r  g en era ls  o f  R a n jit , nono i s  mcro ce leb ra ted  

thm  Hari S ingh . He too was born in  G ujrlnirala and h i s  career was la r g e ly  

contemporaneous w ith  th a t  o f  h is  m aster. He took p art in  alm ost a l l  th e  

faecus campaigns and was freq u en tly  wounded. In 1830 ha was appointed

(1) A fter th e  d e fea t o f  th e  Sikh fo r c e  at Ferosshah, ShSs Singh was 
c a l le d  to  Lahore by R lhi J ind in  and was exhorted  to  f ig h t  the b a t t l e s  
o f  h i s  cou n try . He at f i r s t  d ec lin ed  to  a s s o c ia te  h im se lf  w ith  th e  
f a t a l  p o lic y  o f  the K halsa: but when he saw th a t  h is  words were b ein g  
taken as a show o f  cow ardice, he decided  to  proceed I n s ta n t ly  to  th© 
f r o n t .  Ho, however, p ledged  h im se lf  never to  retu rn  a l iv e  i f  d efoatod .
I t  13 p o p u la r ly  b e lie v e d  th a t  on th e n ig h t  x^roceding th e  b a t t l e  o f  
Sobr^L^fho was urged by Toj Singh, th e Sll-h Com an d o r - in -C h ie f , to  
accompany him in  f l i g h t ,  b u t t h i s  proposal he r e je c te d  w ith  sc o r n ,ta k in g  
up th e  Cranth and once again renewing h i s  vow n ever to  q u it  th© f i e l d  
a l iv e  u n le s s  v ic to r io u s .  On th e  day o f  th e  b a t t l e  o f  Sobrach, he 
d ressed  h im se lf  in  *shit© and, having mounted h i s  *?hit© ch arger ,exh orted  
h is  fo llo w e r s  to  d ie  ra th er  than su rren der. Then he rode to  th e  scan© 
o f  a c t io n . During th e  f i r s t  part o f  th e  b a t t l e  ho was p resen t every
where, r e - jo in in g  th e  broken ranks o f  h is  s o ld ie r s  and urging tho© on t o  
f ig h t  l i k e  p a t r io t s .  I t  was n o t t i l l  he r e a l i s e d  th a t  th e  b a t t le  was 
l e s t  th a t  he spurred onward a g a in st tho 50th B r it is h  Regiment brandish 
in g  h i s  g l i t t e r i n g  sword and c a l l in g  eu a f w  chosen fo llo w e r s  to  jo in  
him in  the charge. O ily about f i f t y  obeyed th© c a l l  and were f lu n g  back  
in  th e  r iv e r  by tho overwhelming fore© arrayed a g a in st  him. Shm  Singh  
f e l l  back from h is  h orse b u t n ot t i l l  he had wrought deadly havoc in  th e  
ranks o f  h is  opponents and had r e c e iv e d  seven b a l l s  in  h i s  ovm b o d y .A fter  
th e  b a t t l e  was ovor, h is  serv a n ts  swam a cro ss  th e  r iv e r  and bogged p er
m ission  fo r  h i s  rem ains. The perm ission  was granted by th e  B r it is h  
a u th o r it ie s  and the corps© o f  tho ©id S ird ar, consp icuous by h is  whit© 
d ress  iwid grey  board, was d iscovered  where th e  dead lay  t h ic k e s t .  Hi3 
body was taken to  A tar i, a rr iv in g  on th© th ir d  day. His w ifo , however, 
who know h i s  determ ination  n ot to  su rv iv e  d e fe a t , on h earin g  th e news o f  
h i3 death , had already burnt h e r s e l f  along w ith  h i s  m arriage dross.T hus  
f o i l  on© o f  th e  proudest Sikh c h ie f s  whoso name i s  s t i l l  remembered by 
h is  countrymen among th e ir  g r e a te s t  h ero es.
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govem or o f  Kashmir, but as a c i v i l  adm in istrator ha does n ot scon tc  

have proved a s u c c e s s .*  Lator cn, he wai sen t to  Peshawar in  charge o f  

a d iv is io n  o f  the army and there re&ainod f ig h t in g  a g a in st tho tribosaon  

u n t i l  1834* In the la t t e r  yoar ho centered tho c i ty  c f  Peshawar and 

annexed i t  to  tho Panjab* He was rum given e n t ir e  c i v i l  and m ilita r y  

con tro l o f  tho tran s-Ind us d is t r ic t s *  Th# nenner in which he governed 

thorn h .iS alrea#h boon d escrib ed  in  a previous chapter. I t  pay, however, 

be remarked th a t  h is  p o lic y  and methods were the cause o f  in te n se  dread o f  

the S ir  dor *3 namo jo th a t the Afghan mother h s t i l l  t e r r i f y  naughty ch ild ren  

thereby. In 1837 he caused a fo r t  to  be b u i l t  at Janrid , but soon a fte r
p

was k i l l  d in  a b a t t le  w ith  th e  Afghans near th a t p l a c e /

(1 )  Karl 3inghf s  regime in  Kashmir IliS  been g en era lly  ch a ra cter ised  as 
o p p ressiv e . The Indian ch r o n ic ler s  take the saeae v iew . 3oe» for  example,

T w arly^^i^u iK -i-H aaira, f . 4 f .  Amonq the European a u th o r it ie s , however, 
there i s  one im portant ex cep tio n . G&pt. trade w r ite s :  *Ho was form erly en
tru sted  with the government o f  Kashmir which he held for two years proving  
h im self one o f  the most ab le and popular Sikh governors which th e  Sikhs 
have had.** Wad© to  Gov. G eneral, 13th March 1931; Ben gal P o l i t i c a l  Consulta
t io n s , !>:n£© 120, v o l. 25. (In d ia  Of f ie ?  v *

(2 )  Of tho character o f  the Halwa S ir d lr , Hucgel 3?,y:;: "Hi.? manner o f  
conversation  i s  very frank md a ffa b le . He had cloven  the head o f  a t ig e r  
and saved h im se lf from i t s  c lu tc h e s . He p ossessed  0cm* b e a u tifu l drawing* 
and gave me h is  p o r tr a it  ir. the a c t  c f  k i l l in g  the b o a st. IXiring h is  dip
lom atic m ission  to  S iB ia , h ie  conversation  with most people c o n s is te d  o f  a 
rea l exchange o f  id ea s  and r e fe r e n c e s . H is q u estion s proved him t c  have 
enough e f  thought and reason . He i s  w e ll informed about th e s t a t i s t i c s  o f  
©any o f  the Buropoosi s t a t e s  and on the p o lic y  o f  tho East In d ia  Oompany.
And what i s  ©ore rare among th e  S ikhs, h# can both ra id  and w rite  tho P ersian  
language. H© p u ts a v a r ie ty  o f  q u estio n s taken down on a paper:" T ravels , 
pp.25d~r", Many o th er  31Vk S ird ar:: p layed a more or l e s s  prominent
part in  c i v i l  government -  more notab ly  in  m ilita r y  ad m in istra tion . Tho 
nm&s o f  some say be m entioned: Dhanna 3ingh Malwai, Jiwand Singh Uokal,
Patch Singh K ilianw ala , Gurmukh Singh Llmba, Dal Singh Schem a^ Goi b Gin ght 
Dhounkal Singh, and l a s t  but not l e a s t ,  3 ir d ir ,P a tc h  Singh Ahluwalia.
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dotar M0HK%' oh a id . 

l l o h ^  Oh and w\n  one o f  tho o ? r l io r  a m  bora o f  tho Court c f

ftan jit 3ingh, and ho was associated with most of h is  m ilita ry  a c tiv itie s

from 1305 to  1314. During th e se  years he was the c h ie f  m ilita r y  ad viser

o f tho Maharaja. Par some t in e  he a lso  served i s  governor o f  the Jalandhar

Doab. In 13in  the iita©  o f  Dew an was conferred  on him. Ho commanded tho

f i r s t  exped ition  to  Kashmir in  1313-13, and in  the l e t t e r  year conquered

the fo r t  o f  Attook, dying a year la t e r .

Ho was succeeded in  hl3 Jag ir s  by h is  e ld e s t  son Moti Ram who was 

confirmed in  the t i t l e  o f  Rowan and tho governorship o f the Jalandhar Doab. 

Met! Ran afterw ards served  as governor o f  Kashmir for seven y ea rs, from 

1310 to 1333. He had to contend w ith  the chronic poverty o f  the country, 

aggravated by unfortunate v i s i t a t io n s  o f  nature in  the for& o f  famine and 

p e s t ile n c e . B esid es t h i s ,  the e n t ir e  system o f  adm in istration  had become 

organised  under th e op p ressive ru le  o f  the Afghans. Moti Bam, who 

p ossessed  con sid erab le  ta le n t s ,  might have succeeded in  improving tho 

condition  o f  the country, had ho boon granted f u l l e r  l ib e r ty  o f  action*

But there -was the h o s t i l e  fa c t io n  o f  the Po£ras a t Lahore, who always 

thwarted h is  sehoM s vrith tho Maharaja. In 1837, he was r e c a lle d  and was 

soon afterw ards sen t on a d ip lom atic  m ission  to  th© Governor G eneral. In 

1330 again h© was appointed a member o f  th e m ission  which w aited  upon Lord
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v&lliam Bentink at Sim la. ^

DE57AK BHATAHI DA33.

The an cestors o f  Bhawlai Daes, tho f i r s t  fin an ce m in ister  

of R in j it  Singh, had occupied re sp o n sib le  i*osts in  the f in a n c ia l and 

revenue lepartm ents i t  Kabul. H is fa th er  DeWaa Thakar Dasj had served  

Abn e d Shah Ab dal I as a c o u n c illo r  and had been en tru sted  w ith  one o f the  

Royal Seals# Bhawlni Dass him aolf worked fo r  a time under Sif-h Shuja as 

a revenue o f f i c i a l .  In 1308, however, he evehinged th e  Kabul se r v ic e  fo r  

that o f  Han l i t  Singh. As has been s ta te d  in  th e  previous chapter, ho 

e s ta b lish ed  a regu lar  treasu ry  and organised d if fc r e n t  departaaeats to deal 

with v arious i  t e r s  o f  income and expenditure. Prcm 1810 to  1818, moreover, 

he was o fte n  fiont to  novly conquered p la c e s  to  re -o rg a n ise  th e  work o f  

r avenue assessm ent and o o l le c t io n . The m ilita ry  se r v ic e s  c f  tho Dewan 

v/cra a lso  co n sid era b le . Ho took part in  tho s i  ego o f Multan and in  th e  

rc-ihV :r ',nd b sa fsc^  campaign5. F .r  \ fcire he l o s t  the favour o f  h ie

(1 ) ions c f  Kotl Rim, namely Ram Dial and Klrpa Bfftj t served tho
Sikh ov-'rau jn t . Sh# forr.sr rc.3a to  th# rank o f a d iv is io n a l ooarandor at 
the youthful age . f  21 but h is  career vac cut short by death in  b a t t le .

, on the other hand, fo llow ed  in  the fo o ts tep  a of h ie  fa th er both  
aa governor o f  Jalandhar and Kashmir. Ha la id  cu t tho Ram Bagh o f Amritsar. 
As already s ta te d , the fam ily o f the Dew on s  g rea tly  su ffered  in  the o e t i -  
ration  o f  th e ir  m aster through the © nsity o f  Raja Dhiih Singh and wore made 
to pay f in e s  md to :suffor seq u estra tio n  o f  property and even imprisonment. 
At l a s t ,  both  tho fa th er  and the son r e t ir e d  in _d i3gu st to  Benares where 
they d ied  in  1531 and 45 r e s p e c t iv e ly . 3-ec B uti Shah*s m anuscript account 
and Ib rat N a » a ,ff .303-75# L a stly , see  Tado to  Gov. General, 10th April 1357; 
Bengal P o l i t i c a l  Con m  I t  at ion 3, Range 155,v o l .  53, (In d ia  O ffice  MSS).

cl#
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caster on account o f h is  differences with Uisar B ail Rm by who® ho was 

accused o f sisappropriation o f  funds. A e th e r the charge was true or not, 

ie not d e fin ite ly  known. I t  was, however, read ily  b elieved  by the Sikh 

ruler who, in the heat o f  passion, struck the Powen in  the open Darbor 

tfith h ie  sheathed ®»/crd and ordered him tc ^uit tho c a p ita l. Ron j i t ,  how

ever, soon found out th at the DowHn wa3 indi spans Abio for the suooossful 

working of h is  o f f ic e .  Ho accordingly re-appointed hi® to  h is  f  rr.er 

position which ho occupied t i l l  h is  death in 1234.

m \ N  KAR AK OHAHD.

The forofath crs o f Korac Oh and had held adnin i3trativa  

p osition s at the Court o f  the teu&hals. Kararn Chrvnd vris f i r s t  employed by 

313hon Singh, ono o f  the Maharaja9* con fid en tia l i£ont3. A fter  th a t  

Sirdar’a death, he ontarod R m jit f s  ser v ic e . His naro i s  a sso c ia te d  with  

the drawing up o f  tho A rtic le s  o f the Angio-Sikh T rotf o f  1SCD. For a 

time ho was placed at the head o f th e  ch ie f revenue o f f ic e  but ^hen 

Bhawaai Dais arrived in  hahore, Karen Ohand worked as h is subordinate.

Sbr the greater part o f h ie career, he retrained attached to tho rovenue 

department in the d e ta i ls  o f which ke was aa acknowledged export. Ho 

died in  1833.

(1) A brothor o f  3haw5ni Dias n » e d  Dow wo Davi Dias who had served the 
ru lers o f Kabul, jo ined  the Sikhs in  130G and^took h i3  share in tho 
task o f revenue 2nd financial organisation . Devi Dabs has been described a3 

a man of real a b il i ty  and greater in te g r ity  than h is  brother.Ho did not,how
ever bocosna so pronine&t in  tho cou n cils o f h is  a a ster  c^ing to  a g3ntbb 

re t ir in g  d isp o s it io n . He died in 1830.
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0. BRATO3.

JAMADAR gjUSBAL 3IRQH

On® o f  th© most conspicuous f ig u r e s  i t  tho Ouurt o f  Lahore

usbal Singh. He was th© sen o f  a Brahmin shopkeeper o f &oorut; and

earn© to  Lahore at tho early  ago o f  seventeen in quest o f  a I iv© lih cod . Ho

e n lis te d  In a newly ra ised  regim ent cn f iv e  rupee© a month and soon a fte r
[juUte*(»^3

con trived  through the in flu e n ce  o f  m v o  Door hlceal a j no f  the palace to  on tor  

th© personal m ilita ry  S ta f f  o f  the M ahlriJa. Somewhat varying accounts 

are £iv®n o f  the manner in 'vbioh h© h im self was ra ised  to  b® the Chief o f

the Doorh i . A il au thorities, however* agree that tho main fa c to r  in  securing"T" % '

that responsible p o s it io n , was hi:j personal appearance. Ue was b ap tised  cm 

a S ikh and r e c e i v e d  severa l su b sta n tia l Tagir3.

&hujh7wi \f as a lso  employed on m ilita r y  d u t ie s . In Id 10 he was sen t  

to  snnox tho San gar hi a e s t a t e s .  Previous to  th a t, he had accompanied the 

Kaharlja to  Kashmir in  IS 14. In the conquest o f I'u ltan, the Jar adar somcaaded 

a separate d iv ision *  But he q uarrelled  w ith  541 ear Lew an Cfcand over the  

question  c f  tho booty . This fa c t ,  coupled with the re fu sa l c f  h is  brother  

Baa Lai to r e ce iv e  th© P afoul (Sikh baptism ), c o s t  him h is  m a ster 's  favour.

The Da or hi was given over to  Dhian Singh. Tho Jemadar, however, was 

reco n c iled  to th© Maharaja, A though not en tru sted  w ith tho Poorhi again.

The honorary t it le ;  c f  J jr /id lr  was now permanently granted to  him. He a lso

(1 ) This was duo to the fa o t  th a t  h ie  brother row agreed to  take tho  
Pahul.
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reta in ed  h is  J a g lr s  and was admitted in to  the Court as one o f  i t s  oh io f

d ign ita fc ios . Later on he took part in the car; aigns aga in st Mankora, i o i i h ,

the Deraj a t , and Peshawar. In 183?, he was appointed governor o f  Kashmir, 

but M s regime there proved an u t te r  fa i lu r e  and he was re ca lled .^

TSJ 312d OH.

H j  Sin^h, ft brother o f  lsft&4lr Khushll 3in~ v, wftp employed 

in the Sikh "ovemmont in  1811* Pivo years la t e r  ho accepted tho Pahul 

and became a Sikh. Then ho was ra ised  to  bo a d iv is io n a l commander in  tho 

arey. In 1319, he acccmpanxod tfisa r  Dewan Chand to  Kashmir and two years  

a fter  tu^k part in  sev era l minor engagements on tho fr o n t ie r . Ha was a lso  

present at tho Tohrl campaign. In 1338, ho was cen t to  Hazara to  con stru ct 

a fort there and the r e lie v in g  year to  Peshawar to  a s s i s t  the a n t i  sh in  

the Afghanistan ex p ed itio n . Towards the end o f  H a n jit's  re ig n , Tej Singh

Cl) Tho J ar.fidTr did not p o ssess  much ta le n t .  His influence; it  the Court 
was n crc iy  due to the favour in which ho wao hold by Bon j i t  for  past  
o o rv iees . But the tralraraja t» l» a  to  have ro a lia ed  the in fe r io r ity  o f  
M s ca p a city , lionco, although ho allowed him a prominent ^laco on 
ceremonial o cca sio n s , ho seldom employed him on any resp o n sib le  \nd 
independent p o s t . The only exception  was h is  appointment to  the 
governorship o f  Kashmir which proved a fa i lu r e .  His other d u tie s  at 
the Darblr v,ore such ■>.required fo r  'their per form aacft k*tx*XCv̂  and 
reg u la r ity  rath er than, o r ig in a l ity  or in it ia t if t f t .  His part in  tho 
p ost-H ^ njit period was ooap-jrativoly in s ig n if ic a n t .
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w 13 In command o f  a la rg e  forco  o f  regu lar In fan try .

D^AN GANG A RM?.

Gang a H i  oatuc fruci a Kashmiri Brahmin fam ily  -rtiioh bad 

©migrated to Dehii in  the D iddle o f  the 13th century. His fa th er  had hold  

a lu c r a tiv e  p ost under the Mughal s .  Gong a RSa was fo r  a Ur., a in  the norvioo  

o f  the ru le r  o f  Gawalior. But in  1303 he r e tir e d  to DoMi, regain ing  where 

u n t il  1013. In the la t t e r  year Ban j i t  Singh summoned bin to Lahore and 

appointed hir? hoed o f  the o f f ic e  for  m ilita r y  accounts in clu d in g  the pay 

o f  the irroguhar troop s. In 1321, th© c i v i l  adm inistration  o f  Gujrat was 

en trusted  to h ia . Soon a fte r  t h is ,  he organised tho Abhari ( e x c is e )  

rtv jtoi * He died in 1*36. Dewan Gang's Ram was one of the few men of groat
O

in te g r ity  ~nd adn in i  s t r a t i  ve a b i l i t y  a lik e  at tho Court o f Lahore/*

In 1&31 he oorcsan dou twenty~t<o regular b a tta lio n  j . 3 jo Wade to Gov.General 
31 ;t L ay, IB ilj  seng s i  P o l i t i c a l  C onsu lta tions. (Ind ia  O ffice  Tej
Singh, though one o f the in f lu e n t ia l  o f f ic e r s  of B m j it  Singh, owe a much o f  
h is  n o to r ie ty  to  h is  share in  the p o l i t i c a l  in tr ig u e s  o f  the years o f  
anarchy preceding the F ir3 t Sikh fa r . His conduct in  th a t war i t s e l f  has 
c a lle d  forth  much comment from h is to r ia n s . I cannot g ive  r.y op in ion  in  the  
m atter as I fc&v* not examined the m ateria l concerning the events of th ose  
y ea rs. I t  i s  adm itted, however, by a ll  a u th o r it ie s  th a t he did not show any 
o o u n r e  for b a t t le  but behaved in  a weak wid v a s c i l i f t in g  tsannor. He was 
created  a HR ja by the Council o f Hegenoy which az3 e s ta b lish ed  Lo in i  J tr  ;t« 
the Panjab on b eh a lf o f the minor Prince Dalip Singh.

A ooa o f  GuAgI Reb,aaively Dew an AJuihia £ arrhid, ierv?5 under Tontura for  
many year 3 as paymaster c f  tho Feudal-Lhasa. lie was en tru sted  with the  
e n tire  adr-inintrution o f  t h is  brige.de during Ventura*a temporary absence in  
Europe and was warmly p ra ised  fo r  h is  e f f i c i e n t  management b y f la t  tor on h is  
retu rn . After Gan j i t ’ s  death and the retirem ent of Ventura, Ajudhi a Parshad 
h im self held  the com  and o f  th e  French brigade. Under the Council o f Regency 
th e Oewnn vas appointed c .-.rasas s i  oner alcag with Oa4t .  Abb at tc  draw the lin o  
o f  dcnsroation between the t e r r i t o r ie s  o f  Baja Golab Singh and tho Panjab. A 
mm o f  v e r s a t i le  m t e l lo o t ,  Ajudhia Parshad was from 1 1  accounts or.inently  
su ccessfu l in  performing a ll  kinds o f  d u tie sr a d m in is tr a t iv e ,J u d ic ia l, m ilita r y  
and d ip lom atic .
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DOTAN DINA NATH.

Clua Rath, a r e la t iv e  o f  Garina Ram, a lso  belonged to  a 

fam ily  who had rcrvcd under th e - u ^ a l s .  He was at f i r s t  employed at.

Dohli being c e l le d  thence to  Lahore by C m gl Ran in  13 IS . Ho a ttra cted

the i a r tic u la r  n o t ic e  o f  th e  Maharaja three ye .ora la t e r ,  -hen ho adjusted

the confused recount I  ed the l i s t  of . &e,

rewarded for  d is t in c t io n  in  the egno*eet o f th at province. In IS 'd, when

Crangl Pwi d ied , Dina Nath rece iv ed  the charge o f  the Royal Seal and at

the death c f  Bhawaal Dass e igh t years a fte r , succeeded h i”* the head o f

the Pinnace Department. Dina Nath was created a Dewar; in  1335.

C Nathj I s  a shrewd , ib l?  a le a l  and
fin a n c ia l inform ation regarding every part o f  th e  Panjab. The whole b u sin ess  
in th a t  l in e  i s  conducted through him end the Maharaja pi ic e s  g rea t r e lia n c e
in M s a b i l i t i e s  as a good accountant In ovary corps and d i s t r i c t  Dina
Nath ha j  so*~o o f  b is  own mm employed and through the® he ao^uir,:? every  
inform ation n ecessary  to  tho d ischarge o f  h is  important o f f i c e .  He r e c e iv e s  
twenty '-upeem • day b e s id e s  a Taghir o f  s ix  thcu:; .and rupees and enjoy a a ssign 
ments cu flash i r ,  M u lta n ,e tc ., b e s id e s  many other fe e s  and enrolments which 
he rea d ily  d er iv es  from b io  o f f i c i a l  s ta t io n ."  Shaharrat A1 i*s The Sikhs md 
Afghans, ...35-37* Tho career o f Dina Hath a fte r  R a n jit 's  death i s  in te r e s t  
in g . During tho two su c c e ss iv e  r e ig n s ,h ie  o f f ic e  and authority  remained un- 
iap a irc-i. Ho was one o f  the most tru sted  o f f i c i a l s  o f  Rani J in d in . He has 
boon aptly # y le d  as tho T alleyrand o f  the Punjab and ronomblod th a t French 
s t a t e s  an in  sev era l resp ect 3. Both survived a l l  the s ta g es  of revo lu tion  in  

o i f i l l  aad most ©f tho prominent statesm en p erish ed . Again, 
the |> yr l: i I iycd bv Dina Hath in the Council o f Regency may w ell be compared 
with that o f  Talleyrand in  th e  Congress o f  Vienna. On account o f M s s e r v ic e s  
in th a t  Council he v t s  created  a Raj?. The se cr e t  o f  Dina N ath 's su ccess i 
in the f  c t  th a t he stu d ied  c lo s e ly  the ever s h if t in g  p o l i t i c a l  s itu a tio n  o f  
h is  country l ik e  a tru e d ip lo m a tist or ratbar an opportun ist and behaved him
s e l f  accord ingly . He had no scru p les  and no c o n v ic tio n s . Hence ho was always 
quick tv s i  do w ith the party th a t was fo r  a tin e  in  the ascendant and to  form 
fresh  fr ien d sh ip s  tb s wen on t  i t  went out o f  power. For t h is  lack o f co n sis 
tency h /o v e r ,  Tfij a Din" Nath should not be judged too  h arsh ly .H is op pcrtun ix  
was th a t  o f  a man v&c had to  work a g a in st unscrupulous and am bitious le a d e rs . 
Thus i t  was n atu ra l fo r  him to  s e t  h is  own w elfare above ab stract p r in c ip le s .  
But to  secure t h is  he never betrayed the cause o f  h i3  masters.On the other  
hind he laboured h?xd fo r  the good o f the State."Among tho Sikh barons who 
stood around the throne o f the young Maharaja Dal ip  Singh there way not
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MISAK DBTAN CHAND.

One o f  tho g r e a te s t  general#  o f  Ran J i t  Singh was Dowan

C3bsad. 0 r ig i* i4 l f  W i s ^ t a f  tc a p e t t f  fam ily Gujron^ala,

ho obtained  oiiploymen* under a Sakai c h ie fta in  Hodh Singh. This Sirdar 

i3  3 , i l  to h r /o  onoo punished Dowan Oh and so aevsrsly  th a t Kan J i t  v/ho 

5 r ;  tv  know f  i t ,  took p ity  on tho young mart and engaged h is  in  h is  own 

serv ice*  He was a ad# a o lerk  in tho a r t i l l e r y  which at that tim e was under 

Slang rTjnr. When tho la t t e r  d ied in 1 0 U | I I  was given . ar.

During, the* f in a l exp ed ition  against wultna, he was en trusted  n itb  the
«k

chi of corns and c f  the invading fo rce , and su ccess made him cm© o f th e

groat fa v o u r ite s  t t  th e Court* Re was rewarded with tho proud t i t l e  o f
_

Si: u J j i - ' (con Aioror in  war) -in d a lso  rece ived  a Ja g ir . The f in a l  eon guest 

of Kashmir lifcowi.so wan achieved under M s comr-and. Tv# years la t e r  he

t i s H r t i  saMttlMMhl) l« ¥ l t  h #agstly  l ib  f« r  h i f  country or who 
would h.xvo made the sm a lle st  s a e r if lo o  wo .wave it;. I f  Raja Dina Hath
was not ^ore honest th in  h is  con tem poraries, he was a t lo n e t  more
p atr io tic .**  The Punjab C hiefs by S ir  Lopel G r iff in .

[ 1 ) | ___ Singh I f  i s l e s

I f )  Tho author o f  X lra t l i s a  says ( t t « M 7 4 l )  th a t h is  &ppoiftt**ftt although  
ho vrti3 nut J. Sikh, was mads a t tho advice o f  the astrol-agors whoso 
ohoico rv3 v o r if ie d  cn the Grnnth by means of tho usual mode oi throwing 
s l i p s  o f paper on the volume. This method * /ill be described  in  the
n ex t chapter.

(3 )  Ib rat l: ,\a  g iv e s  the t i t l e s  c£ the Mi.car as ghair Kb ah, Da Safa, 3afar
e '  | s i r  Tfc "r. Hhand ?■ ahadur ( f t i t h f u  1, honour2blc,

conjuerer in  • .r, a man o f  fortun e, Miaar Dfwan Choad, tho bravo).
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cen uered the fo r t  o f  Mankera. Ho d ied  in  1325.

MIS AH 3 B3LI RAM arid HUP LAL.

Those two b ro th ers hold im portant p o s it io n s  a t tho Court o f  

Lahore. They entered  se r v ic e  in 13C3. B o ll ?\h\ booa&c prominent in  IS 1C, 

a fte r  th© death o f hi a uncle BastI Ron. Hi a duty was to superintend the  

treasu ry  which included  tho rog d i a ,  roboa, J o ro ilo ry  end s t a te  documents. 

R an jit reposed groat confidence in him and so l don c a lle d  for the rendering  

o f accounts. He remained -n charge c f  t h is  departaent t i l l  a fte r  the 

death of the Maharaja.

Mi car Rup L a i ’ s  najeo i s  famous fo r  h is  governorship o f tho  

JolanIhar D..*b ?/hioh oasno under h is  charge in 1332. He was a co n sc ien tio u s  

and popular adm in istrator w ith an in s t in c t iv e  abhorcncc c f  op pression .

H is revenue measures have been unanimous!> described  as e f f i c i e n t  and 

p ro g ress iv e , h is  assessm ents were l i g h t  and eq u ita b le  and the trcrU o f  

c o l le c t io n  m ethodical and honourable; tho revenues o f th# Do5b under him 

Showing row unpaid accounts even in  years o f  ia s ih e  and s c a r c ity . Hup 

Lai held  t h is  p o st t i l l  1333 and h i s  n;mo i s  s t i l l  r  or sabered in  the  

d i s t r i c t s  he governed, r ith  r e sp e c t . Aeiuos the l^ucd acta i n i s t r  s ta r s  o f

th e  Pan Jab, Mp Lai VSS second to  none in  a b il i  ,y , , I  ̂.:r'rips, Dowan
_ 1 r>

Sawan Hal; v-rhixe in  honesty ha vas superior to  him.

For th e  :vteiirustratioa of jcwon 3av*ah M il,303 Chapter 111, hart B.

A th ir d  brother Kiaar 3ukh Raj, ccmranded severa l b a tta lio n s  o f  in fan try  and 
was created  a general in  1830 togeth er  w ith seven other o f f ic e r s .  3oe
U r.dut-ul-fwarlkh, Daftar i i i ,  p .350.
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FAQXR V lW JL-D IH .

The an cestors o f  ^Asix-ul—.Un bad o r ig in a l ly  !nj grated frora 

Arabia but b e fo re  en tering  th e  Panjab, they had for  a tirae l iv e d  in

re Known as Boifogri. Moreover, the |r  o f  

^A als-ul-din had added tho p r e f ix  Fagir to  h is  nare over inoe he became 

the d is c ip le  of a s a in t .  Fagir began to  be used a< n fam ily t i t l e  a f te r  

th e ir  father*a death, by ^ s is -u l-d ir .  and h is  two brothers. At the t in e  

o f tho conquest o f  Lahore by R an jit, they wore r e s id in g  in  th a t c i ty ,  

^Axis being a f  Hakim* RSuC a i r i l»toW P  p h ysician  o f

Lahore. Seen a fte r , be was ongagad by R on jit as h ia  m edical a d v iser .

His advice, however, was n ot lim ited  to m atter? o f  h ealth  but, according  

to  tho Indian fash ion  o f  th ese  days, was sought on a l l  hind? o f  personal 

and p rivate  m atters and tho in te l l ig e n c e  and sa g a c ity  o f  Ail?, induced  

the young c h ie f  to  seek  h is  opinion in  p o l i t i c a l  a f fa ir ?  liken*?© . In 

X90S, cfc 4 r  t i l t i f ( l  was among those v.ho dissuaded R anjit from - ^«ing the  

w ishes o f tho Comply *s government convoyed by M etca lfe . Thenceforward 

he had a g rea t in flu e n c e  in  tho Maharaja* s  co u n c ils , and to g eth er  ritb  

Raja Ohian Singh, re ta in ed  i t  to th e  l a s t .

In 1610, ‘ Aslr was employed to  annex the te r r ito r y  o f  Sahib Singh 

Bhangi, and he a lso  took p art in  a few e th er  minor campaign?, but was 

mainly employed in  d ip lom atic  s e r v ic e . He was sen t to  Bah&walpur in  1310, 

and was a lso  a moebor c f  tho complimentary m ission  th a t w aited on Lord
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W i l l i e  Bentiofc at Simla in  I t 31. On o cca sio n <7 when Europeans v is i t e d  

the Court, ho g en era lly  served  as the channel o f  conmunication between 

2 a* j i t  and h i s  g u o sts . In s p ito  o f h is  being a oe—r e l ig io n i s t  of Amir 

IX J t  idohaneod, he was jon z  to  h is  caop beyond Peshawar m  i£ 3b, when tho  

Afj&an army was about to  a tta ck , i i is  diplomacy Uccciv X the Arir x

coa*-*eueiy ;.h~w t .o  Afghans were n early  surrounded by the Sikhs and had

tv r e t i r e  tc  Kabui.

In person, tho Fa^ir was tai dell e - s i  sod and u n a ttr a c t iv e . ¥ o t ho was 

of a t . i ld  had eng ig in g  i is p o s i  t i c n ; h is  u ress was s io p lo  and une s te n t  a:- i on s ;

Sftd he p referred  to  appear » ee  aueibie in  the Court th e re  a l l  oaviod  

h is  high p o sitio n *  Unas was uae great se o r e t  o f  h ie  p opu larity  among the  

peop le. Uo ta lk ed  in  a h igh ly  p o lish ed  s ty lo , auu freq u en tly  quoted froia 

P ersian  and Arable c l a s s i c s .  His ta lk  was in tersp ersed  w ith iUain. 

anecdotes and p i t»hy proverbs. A r m  o f l i t e r a r y  acooapl i  shia an t s ,  ho 

loved  composing p oetry . H is poems u su a lly  took tho fenn o f  moral or 

m etaphysical ly r ic s ,  o fte n  tin g ed  with the s p ir i t  o f  Suficm. According 

tc  S ir  ^Burnes, he was w ell versed  In astroncoy, and had w ritten  a 

d is se r ta t io n  on theology and p h y sics , tr e a t in g  both c-ogother a f te r  tho 

manner o f th e  an cien t Greeks.

1 \~3 3-421 -d in , l l  , was aft nnanaly in the Court of Han j i t  Singh.

He served tho e x t ir p a to r s  o f  hi j  r e lig io n  with unswerving honesty and 

fa ith fu ln e s s .  Much a g a in st the ten e ta  o f  h is  own r e l ig io n ,  ho a s s is te d
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at th e ir  carou sa ls  ana headed h is  l e t t e r s  with the sign  o f  th e Supreme 

Being whom they worshipped. Tot, notw ithstanding a l l  th ese  th in g s , ho

was a staunch b e lie v e r  in  I s l : n .  The wpy in which he m aintained h is

p r e s tig e  anl in flu en ce  throughout h is  career, in  such a court and among

such a pooplo as th a t o f  the Sib Us, i s  indeed remarkable. 1

Though serv in g  in  the S ta te  o f Lahore u n t i l  h is  death in  .345,

lA ' I r , - u l - ’.Un to a c t i v e  *»a r t  in  a .> > o lii io a i  i n t r i g u e s  t h a t  - a l l - r e d

the death o f  h is  m aster; and h is  in flu e n c e  began to  d ec lin e  .?Lon th©

people saw ham lean in g  towards R aja Dhiln 3 ingh and h is  p a r t /, as i f  ho

b e liev ed  th a t they alone could save the S ta ts  from d isru p tio n . His l a s t

act was to  urge the r e c a l l  o f  the army which had a  arched towards the

Satlu j to invade the B r it ish  p o ssess io n s; and he died ju s t  b efore ruin

had fa l le n  on tho Kingdom he had s tr iv e n  .so lon g  to  b u ild  up.

(1) S ir  Henry Lawrence who sew him in  h i3  la t t e r  years, v /ritee thus:
“ A isHul~<tlii i s  H is a a s t e r 's  toe . lo o o  and me ■ f i l l s  the

o f f i c e .  He in te r p r e ts  a word or even a sign  and throws H aajiV a moaning 
at one© in to  b e a u tifu l language, cR b e llish in s  sound aouso w ith r ich  and 
appropriate imagery; in  h is  own p h ra seo lo g y ,‘he i s  a parrot o f swoet 
sou n d .* The Fakir i s  now omorging in to  a yellow  lo a f  ar.d o f f s e t s  a d ir ty  
3 lc v o n I y  and impoverished appearance; but ho i3  r ic h  and p a r tic u la r ly  
in f lu e n t ia l  from having got tho Maharaja's oar. This has procured for  
him a patch of land in  alm ost every Jar;ir in the Kingdom fa r , w ithout 
him or Dhion Singh as in te r c e s s o r s , no one oculd bo &z£o*r wr.co ..gain 
t h is  w riter  sa y s: "He i s  perhaps the only one o f th e  Lahore co u r tie rs  
dio has not a b lood feud to m aintain or *?ho has no onomios so o lin g  

h is  d estru ctio n . Consequently, in  any outbreak, h is  l i f e  would be sa fer  
than th a t o f  any other man in  C ourt.* Adventures o f  an O fficer  in  
th e  Pmajab, v o l.  11, p .235.
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M Oill RCT-Ot-DIBT.

Sui - u l - i l n , ‘.hibrothOT «ff *V i - j - u l - ’in , • n t ’Wiu tl

Meharajt1© se r v ic e  in 1010, and v u  o&apioyed in  the c i v i l  adm inistration  

of O jjr 't , Jalandhar, 3 in Ih o t, Dasha, and Thyilribad, in  su ccess io n . Proa 

1311 onwards, he remained at the c a p ita l whore h i a dot Los woro o f a 

i  ;o ila n jo u s, though roapooeib.. j  oharaofcer. Ho was in  charge of th© 

arsoni l  o f  the Lahore fo r t  and o f  the garrison  sta tio n ed  thoro . One 

hoy of tb. r treasury was kept in h is  ©har&o, two o th ers being on tru sted  

to tli *ir B a li Ram and Sirdar Hukaa Singh r e s p e c t iv e ly . At one tin© , ho 

was - /p o in ted  as a d is tr ib u to r  o f  JUnjifcVs ch a r ita b le  funds to th e poor.

F.r "ov >r al year:, ha ex a tro llo d  the Gul ibkbuvi ( 1 teo ra ta r io s)  at Lahore.*  

L astly i be work©! z j  su perv isor c f  the aagaainoe and p u b lic  b u ild in g s .

In oost points o f  character he «ao in exact countorpart of has 

older brother. In adaptability, persuasive eloquence, polished con ver

sa ion, rofineaont of manners, and f in a l ly  in understanding c f  p o l i t ic a l  

jffair'-, there ? a c lose  r* sc^bl anao between the tv e . Kun-ul— .in taa 

caplcyed on diplomatic service which lie .1 charged with e^ual in tegr ity .

PA >IR IM & M JIr-M V.

Another broth r of 4AsIn-ul—dln was Irar-ul-dln . Per a ay

• r w * ln « 4  in charge o f  th e fo r t  o f Oobindgarh which e^ata-ned th©• *

3ir Henry Lawrence c a l l s  t i n  "ApctUooary—tfonoral and again as Cucsei._.sary
Ccncr *i aid Head 3tore—Keeper." bee Adventures o f  an O fficer  in the
I t tnj fc ,  v o l .  . , p . f b d .
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groater part o f  the trea su r es  o f Lahore* T his resp o n sib le  p o st kept

him away fro® the c a p ita l;  nor wa3 ho much employed on a c tiv e  3crvioe*

Liko h i3  b r o k e r s ,  fce a lso  acted sometimes as a channel o f  communication 

between the B r it ish  v i s i t o r s  and R an jit Singh, and in  1827 was deputed 

on a complimentary m ission  to  Sim la.

P. EUROPEANS.

GENERAL VENTURA.

About th e  ear ly  l i f e  and career o f  Ventura, l i t t l e  i s  

known, n e ith e r  the p lace  o f  h is  b ir th  nor h i3 n a t io n a lity  sure e s ta b lish e d  

beyond dispute* Murray and Prinsep and other w r iter s  on th e ir  au th ority , 

arc o f  opinion  th a t he was an I t a l ia n .  W olff s ta te s  th a t he was a Jew, 

and th a t h is  name was Reuben Ben-Tuora. I t  i s ,  however, cer ta in  th a t  

he had sorvod as an o f f i c e r  under NapoleOn and th at ho wa3 one o f  th ose  

adventurers who care to In d ia  v ia  Afghanistan a fte r  th e  Hapoleanic 

Ecpire was crushed in  Hfcirope. We a lso  know th a t  he with A llard had 

served for some time in  the armies o f  P ersia , but, being d is s a t i s f ie d  

with h is  l o t ,  had turned h is  f o o t s t e p  to In d ia . 1

He arrived  in  the Pan jab vrith A llard in  18T?. Both th© o f f ic e r s  

were employed on th© Maharaja becoming s a t i s f ie d  th a t they knew th e ir  

trade and on th e ir  agreeing to  eschew the eatin g  o f  b e e f , th© 3hiving

I  These f a c t s  are nc^fcnown to us from h is  a p p lica tio n  made to  th e Maharaja 
at zho t i t  a ox acoaring s e r v ic e . For a copy o f  the a p p lica tio n , so©
G:pt. Murray to  Mr M iddleton, 26th A pril, 132?; Bengal P o l i t ic a l  

} C onsultations (In d ia  O ffice  M il.  R ecords).
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o f  boards! and molting* The l a s t  co n d itio n , however, was subsequently

waived.

Ventura was asked to  reform the in fa n try , a work which occupied  

him sev era l y ea r s . The changes, in th e organ isation  o f  th a t branch o f  

the m ilita r y  se r v ic e  subsequent to  the year o f h is  a rr iv a l in  Lahore, 

were m ostly due to  h is  i n i t i a t i v e  and s k i l l*  He p erson a lly  commanded 

the g au j-i-E h aas. which by means o f  h is  susta ined  and continuous e f f o r t s ,
w * e

became f i r s t  in  rank, d is c ip lin e  and equipment in tha Sikh army. I t  

served as a model on which th© remainder o f the in fan try  was c o n st itu te d . 

Indeed h is  career in th© Pan jab i s  marked more by organ isin g  a c t iv ity  

thari by any g rea t v ic t o r ie s .  N ev erth e less , he took part in  sev era l 

important engagements, for  example Howshshra and Peshawar, and in  a few 

minor campaigns across the Indus and towards Sindh. But as th© Maharaja, 

in order to  avoid jea lo u sy  among the S irdars, u su a lly  gave the c h ie f  

command o f  h is  exped itionary  fo rce s  to  the p rin ces o f  royal b lood, i t  i s

not p o ss ib le  to  estim ate e x a c tly  the co n tr ib u tio n s o f Ventura to  th ese
1

v ic t o r ie s .

Ventura drew a monthly sa lary  o f  H s.2 .500 , but h is  pay was o ften

(1 )  In_addition  to  the above mentioned se r v ic e s , Ventura acted for a 
time as Qazi or governor o f  the c i ty  o f  Lahore, t h is  appointment allow ing  

him th ird  p lace in  the royal Court; Huegel1© T ravels, p .31?.

; ' * .1 t \

• i /
• r  ' * ’! /. . . / ■' v-i . I
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in  arrears. He was a lso  granted a Ja&ir, in clu d in g  two v i l la g e s  which 

he obtained  as a g i f t  fo r  h is  daughter V io to r in e . Thus he was reasonably  

co n ten t with the b ou n ties o f  h is  m aster. After the death o f R anjit 

Singh* he continued at h is  p ost for  a time* but, r e a l is in g  dangers 

a g a in st  personal sa fe ty  in  prolonging h is  s ta y , he r e t ir e d  to  Europe and 

p assed  the remainder o f  h i s  l i f e  at P a r is  in  ease and com fort.

( 1 )  A remarkable in c id e n t  i s  mentioned by But! Shah in  h is  m anuscript.
T his account i s  among the most in te r e s t in g  which h attn ot y e t been
published  showing the m arvellous ascendancy o f  R anjit Singh over a l l  
c la a so so f  h is  o f f i c i a l s  in clu d in g  the French o f f ic e r s .  In 1825, 
R an jit su ffered  f in a n c ia l s t r a i t s  owing to  th e  ou tlay  caused in  pre
v io u s years by th e U safzai campaigns. One o f the methods by which 

proposed to  r e p le n ish  h is  treasury vra3 to  a&k the French o f f ic e r s  
t© forego two months pay and th a t o f  the regim ents under th e ir  com
mand for th e  same p er io d . DewSn Bhawani Dass was asked to  secure  
th e ir  agreement. He, however, returned with earn est p r o te s ts  from 
the o f f ic e r s  a g a in st the p roposals This g rea tly  enraged the MahlSraja 
who sen t for them and when they arrived , com pletely l o s t  h is  temper, 
and unsheathing h is  sword, h a s t i ly  rose  to  attack  them in  the open 
Darbar. He was, however, re stra in ed  by other members o f  the Court 
and escorted  to  h is  s e a t . Even from there he threatened  them w ith a 
p is t o l  and used extrem ely abusive language. A fter four or f iv e  days 
Ventura, on b eh a lf o f  h is  co llea g u es  as w ell as h im se lf, approached 
the Mahiraja and p la c in g  h is  forehead on the so v ere ig n 1s f e e t ,  begged 
fo r g iv e n e ss . The Sikh ru ler  accepted the apology and renewed h is  
assurances o f  fu ture k indness. The o r ig in a l reads thu s: -
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GENERAL ALLARD.

Joan Francois A llard jo in ed  the Sikh se r v ic e  w ith h is  com

panion Ventura. But h is  ea r ly  l i f e  i s  n ot shrouded in  o b scu r ity . He was

fclSHr in  1735 at S a in t Tropes in  France and jo ined  the French army in 1303. 
A

Prom 1804 to  1006 he served in  I ta ly  and from 1807 to  1810 in  Naples and

Spain where he held a comm i s  soon and was wounded. He wa3 the r e c ip ie n t

o f  th e Royal Spanish Order and Legion o f  Honour. A fter the b a t t le  o f  

W aterloo, he was persuaded by Ventura to  accompany him to  P ersia  and 

thence to  In d ia . On jo in in g  Ran j i t ' s  s e r v ic e , A llard was required to  

r a is e  a corps o f  dragoons to  be d isc ip lin e d  a fte r  the European fa sh ion . 

The r e s u lt  o f  h is  e f f o r t s  in  th is  d ire c tio n  has already been described  by

me in  the chapter on th e army. Though h is  su ccess was n ot as marked as 

th a t o f  Ventura in  th e  in fa n try , y e t  he considerably improved the general 

e f f ic ie n c y  o f  the Sikh Cavalry.

In 1334 Allard went to  Franc© on le a v e , and on h is  return to  the  

Panjab n ext year , brought back a fr ie n d ly  l e t t e r  from Lcui3 P h ilip p e to  

R anjit Singh. In t h i s  l e t t e r ,  A llard was described as an agent o f France 

at the Court o f  L ahore.1 Moreover, togeth er  with Ventura, Court and 

A vltabil® , he rece iv ed  from th© King o f France the rank o f  a general o f

the French army and the Cross o f  the Legion o f  Honour.
■J * ■'

' 1 I f(1 ) The o r ig in a l i s  dated 27th Oct. 1835 and i s  ex h ib ited  in  the Library
o f  the Ind ia  O ffic e . Louis P h ilip p e  s ty le d  h im self as the Emperor 
of/F rance and addressed R anjit Singh a3 the "Padiohah du Pendjab.”

i'l
. i ̂
}j .
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A man o f  h igh ly  re fin e d  manners and amiable nature, A llard  

o ffe r e d  h o s p ita l i ty  to  a l l  the Europeans v i s i t o r s  o f  the Maharaja. M iss 

Eden w r ite s  o f  h is  appearance th u s: " A llard wears an immensely long  

be ird which he i s  always strok in g  and making much o f; and I was dead 

absent [ s i c )  he was i l l  th e  time there, bee use h is  wings are b e a u tifu l  

w hite hair  and h is  moustaohio3 and th e  m iddle o f  h is  beard were quite  

b la c k . He lo o k s l ik e  a p ieb a ld  h o r s e .” He died in  1339 a t Peshawar.

GENERAL COURT.

Claude Auguste Court wa3 n ot so popular a f ig u r e  a t Lahore 

as Ventura and A llard. He was born in  1793 and entered th© Ecole  

Polytechnique o f  P a r is  in  1312. A year la t e r  he rece ived  a commission 

in  th e  French army, r e s ig n in g  i t  in  1813. He then wandered to  P ersia , 

became acquainted w ith A v ita b ile  and tr a v e lle d  in  h is  company to  the  

Panjab. Both entered  the se r v ic e  o f  the Maharaja in 1827, then at the  

zen ith  o f  h is  power. R a n jit, who was improving h is  a r t i l l e r y ,  o ffered  

him a task  fo r  which h is  con sid erab le ta le n t3  and s c i e n t i f i c  attainm ents  

em inently f i t t e d  him. His achievem ents in  the tra in in g  o f  artillerym en , 

the org a n isa tio n  o f  b a t t e r ie s  and the estab lishm ent o f  arsen a ls and 

magaaines to  ensure a p le n t i fu l  supply o f  a l l  th e  m a ter ia ls  which the  

arm ies o f  Europe were U3ing but o f  which the people o f  the Pan jab knew 

n oth ing , have Already been mentioned. H is pay was f ix e d  at R 3.2.000 a 

month. Court continued h is  stay  in  the Pan jab t i l l  two years a fte r  the

I; * , : ,
(•'
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death o f  R anjit Singh and then r e t ir e d  to  Prance with h ie  Indian w ife ,
1

and ch ild ren .

Court wa3 an antiquarian sch o lar  and contributed  sev era l a r t ic le s  

to tho Journal o f  the Royal A s ia t ic  S o c ie ty . He p ossessed  many co in s  

and other h is to r ic a l  cu r io s c o l le c te d  by him during h is  A s ia t ic

wanderings.

GENERAL AVITABILE.

One o f  the most remarkable European o f f i c i a l s  o f  R anjit  

Singh was Paolo di Bartolomeo A v ita b ile . He was a N eapolitan who had 

served in  tho army o f  h is  n a tiv e  country for a few years and then had 

become a lie u ten a n t in  the fo rce s  o f  Joseph Bonaparte and Murat. At the  

sieg e  o f  Gaeta, he enjoyed an ea r ly  opportunity o f  d is t in g u ish in g  h im se lf, 

but, boing passed over by the higher a u th o r it ie s , he q u itted  the se rv ic e  

in d isgu 3t and made h is  way to  P ersia^ serving the Shah fo r  s ix  years and 

rece iv in g  the rank But he was far  from s a t i s f i e d  w ith h is

emoluments and proceeded to  the Panjab in  quest o f  more lu c r a t iv e  

employment.

On h is  a rr iv a l in  Lahore in  1327, R anjit gave him the c i v i l  and 

n il  i t  nr y charge o f  the c ity  o f  Waslrabad and sev era l adjoin ing Tkaluqas. 

A vitab ile  showed c h a r a c te r is t ic  vigour and energy in  dealing  w ith thei i ■

(1) Por h is  m ostly unevent Jut, career a fte r  1839, see  Memoirs o f  
Alexander Gardner, pp. 323-29.
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peop le. Th© t r a v e l le r  W olff, * who v i s i t e d  him in 1832, g iv e s  the  

fo llow in g  in te r e s t in g  account o f  h i3  p r iv a te  h a b its  and mode o f  admin

is t r a t io n :  H This famous N eapolitan spoke I ta l ia n , Breach, Persian  and 

Hindustani w ith equal f a c i l i t y .  He had improved the town o f  Wazirabad 

to  a remarkable ex ten t. He kept the s t r e e t s  o f  the c i ty  clean  and had a 

fin e  palaco and b e a u tifu l carriage fo r  h im se lf . Re was a c le v e r , ch eerfu l 

man, and f u l l  o f  fun. h<? to ld  W olff at once th a t he would show to  him 

h is angel i  cu sto d es, and then took him to  h is  bedroom, the w a lls  o f  which 

were covered w ith p ic tu r e s  o f  dancing g i r l s .

"He and W olff one day rode out togeth er on elep han ts and he sa id  

to  him, 'Now I w i l l  show you the marks o f the c iv i l i s a t io n  which I have 

introduced in to  t h is  country.* They rode o u tsid e  the town and ther©

Wolff saw before him about 3 ix  g ib b e ts , upon which a great number o f  

m alefactors were hanging. Though A v ita b ile  was f u l l  o f  fun, y e t whomever 

the conversation  was d irec ted  to  im portant su b jec ts , h© became mo3t 

ser io u s . Though he had amassed in  India  a fortune o f  £50.000, he was 

always panting a fte r  a return to  h is  n a tiv e  country Naples; and he sa id  

to  W olff, 'For th e  lo v e  o f God, help me to lea v e  t h is  place.**

A v ita b ile  in  1834 was sent to  Peshawar o f  which province he was 

cade governor a fte r  Nalwa*s death in  1837. He fu l ly  in h er ited  tho  

adm in istrative methods o f  h is  predecessor -  nay, improved upon them w ith

(1) N ravels and Adventures, P, 372.
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h is  own barbarous and savag. m a n u res. There are many anecdotes o f  the  

inhuman to r tu res  which he in f l i c t e d  upon the la w le ss  in h a b ita n ts  o f  the  

reg io n s under h is  charge. They gen era lly  accord with the im pressions  

of any who v is i t e d  him at Wasirabad and Peshawar. H In ca ses o f  murder," 

C I quote a l e t t e r  dated 26th March,1841 from the B r it is h  P o l i t ic a l  

A ssista n t a t Peshawar) M a \  t h ir s t  for  p r iv a te  vengeance i s  encouraged 

contrary to  the s p ir i t  o f th e  law, by the r e la t io n s  o f th e deceased being  

perm itted to  k i l l  the g u ilty  person. One r e v o lt in g  in sta n ce  o f  i t  took 

p la ce  a sh ort tim e back. A man a ssa ss in a ted  another. To obtain  the  

p r ice  o f b lood, A v ita b ile  kept him in prison  for some tim e, and then 

exposed him sta rk  naked to  th e  scorch ing heat o f  the sun and to  the

a ttack s 01 tho i n s e c t s , e t c . , with h a lf  o f  h is  body painted  red . As h©
[

continued o b s tin a te , the mother o f  the s la in  was perm itted to  use her 

r ig h t o f  s lau gh ter in g  him w ith  a k n ife , which she not only d id , but in  

her d e lir io u s  and savage jo y , stooped down and drank two handfuls o f  h is  

blood , as i t  w elled  from the death wound.M1

I t  i3  ttme th a t the co n d itio n s o f  the Indian fr o n t ie r  were in  

those days ex c ep tio n a l, as to  a great ex ten t they continue to  be. The

(1 ) The P o l i t i c a l  A ss is ta n t adds th a t , when he wa3 r id in g  w ith
A v ita b ile , an o ld  woman whose two sons had been murdered, a s sa ile d
the governor w ith c r ie s  for j u s t ic e  and e n tr e a t ie s  th a t she might
be allowed to  k i l l  the murderers. A v ita b ile  c o o l |y  to ld  the  
P o l i t ic a l  A ssista n t th a t , as he had ab so lu te ly  no hope o f  ex tra c tin g  
any money from the c u lp r it s ,  he would probably grant the woman*3 
request and in v ite d  him to  come and see  her carry out the execu tion .
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t r i b 9 3  i n h a b i t i n g  t h o s e  reg io n s are w ild  and tu rb u len t, with no regard  

for human l i f e .  Only the se v e r e s t  r e tr ib u tio n  can deter them from reck

l e s s  b lo o d s h e d  and v io le n c e . N ev erth e less , th e ground o f  com plaint 

again st A v ita b ile  i s  n ot so much th a t he ruled  f ie r c e ly ,  but th a t  -  to  

quote the words o f  a contemporary, S ir  Henry Lawrence -  "He a c ts  as a 

sa v a g e  among savage men, in stea d  o f  showing them that a C hristian  can 

w i e l d  tho iron  scep tre  w ithout s ta in in g  i t  by n eed le ss  c r u e lty , -  w ithout 

f o l l o w i n g  some o f  tho w orst fa sh ion s o f  h is  worst neighbours. Under h is  

r u le , summary hangings have been added to  the n a tiv e  catalogue o f  

punishments, and not a bad one e ith e r , when properly used; but the  

o sten ta tio n  o f  adding two or three to  the s tr in g  suspended from the  

g ib b et, on s p e c ia l day3 and f e s t iv a l s ,  added to a very evident habitual 

c a r e le ssn ess  o f  l i f e ,  lead  one to  fea r  th a t small pains are taken to  

d is t in g u ish  between innocence and g u i l t ,  and th a t many a man, ignorant  

C u e) o f  the a lleg ed  crim e, pays for i t  w ith h is  b lo o d .”

(1) In appearance and dres3 A v ita b ile  i s  described  thu s: " A t a l l ,  
stou t man o f  sensual countenance, w ith la rg e  nos© and l ip s ,  somewhat of 
tho Jevfish type, and w ell-w h iskered  and bearded. He wore a laced  b lue  
jack et, n ot u n lik e  th a t  o f  our h o r s e -a r t i l le r y , capacious crimson tro u sers  
of the Turkish fashion  and a r ich  sw ord.” He rece iv ed  the same ra te  of 
pay as Ventura in  addition  to  a Jag lr  worth R s.20 .000 per annum. Those 
enabled him to  l i v e  in  voluptuous splendour. Capt. (afterw ards S ir  Henry) 
Havelock, who stayed  with him at Peshawar thus d escr ib es h is  mode o f l i f e ,  
and h o s p i t a l i t y :  "The governor i s  a man o f  p r in ce ly  h a b its . His dress, 
charges, and equipages a l l  partake o f  a splendour w ell ca lcu la te d  to  up
hold h is  au thority  amongst the pefcple l ik e  the Af^hSfis. He p a r t ic u la r ly  
and very j u s t ly  piques h im self on the e x c e llen ce  o f  h is  ta b le  and keeps
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Footnote con tinu ed : an estab lish m en t o f  not fewer than e ig h t cooks, who
are w ell versed  in  a l l  the m y ster ies o f  P ersian , E nglish , and French 
gastronom y."

Vhen he r e t ir e d  to  I ta ly  in 1843, A v ita b ile  had £50.000 in  h is  
p o ssessio n , accumulated by rough and arb itrary  methods. He b u i l t  a 
m agnificent v i l l a  for  h is  resid en ce  near Haples but did n ot l i v e  long to 
enjo$ it*  Heavy drinking hastened the end, and most o f h is  fortune found 
i t 3  way in to  the pockets o f  law yers, so many d is ta n t  r e la t io n s  claim ing a 
share o f  h is  goods th a t • A v ita b ile 1s cousins* became a byword in I t a ly .
Abu T ab ila , the name by which he was known on the Indian fr o n t ie r  had, 
thu3 in the course o f  h is  long career, been an o f f ic e r  in the armies o f  
France, P ersia  and the Pan jab; a C hevalier o f  the Legion o f  Honour and 
o f the Orders o f  M erit and o f  St Ferdinand (o f th e  Kingdom o f the Two 
S i c i l i e s ) ;  Commander o f  the Durrani Order (o f A fghanistan); Grand 
Ccmnander o f the Lion and Sun and o f  the Two Lions and Crown (o f  P ers ia );  
and a r e c ip ie n t  o f  the A uspicious Star o f  tho Pan jab.
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G. GENERAL CONCLUSION.

From the foregoing  pages i t  w i l l  be seen th a t R anjit Singh’ s

co u rtier s  did not form a homogeneous k°4y: they represented  various

creeds, d iv erse  races, and d if fe r e n t  tra d itio n s*  Three out o f  th e  s ix

group3 at the Court were not even n a tiv e s  o f  the Pan jab . Those were the

Dogras. the Mohaisaaedans, and the Europeans. Of the three o th ers , only

a few of the Hindus and Brahmins were the re a l in h a b ita n ts  o f  th e%

country. The Sikh group alone was w holly composed o f n a tiv e  sto ck . Thus 

R m jit ’ 3 Court e s s e n t ia l ly  co n sis ted  o f  adventurers who co n tro lled  the 

ad m in istrative machinery o f  the S ta te . The indigenous elem ent, which 

was so meagre, was almost e x c lu s iv e ly  confined to  the army. Even in

the regular fo rce s  which formed i t s  most important s e c t io n , th e Sikhs

were seldom given  tho h ig h est p o s it io n s . Apart from con sid eration  o f  

a il tho d e ta i ls  o f the p o licy  which induced the Sikh ru ler  to  employ so  

many adventurers in the management o f  h is  dominions, i t  may rea d ily  be 

sa id  that a Court c o n stitu te d  on such a b a s is  could hardly 3ocure any 

id e n tity  o f  in te r e s t s  or oneness o f  aim. Most of i t s  members were not 

imbued with th a t genuine regard for the sa fe ty  o f  the S ta te  and i t s  

people which wo c a l l  p a tr io tism . They seem have boan actuated by 

m otives c f  s e l f i s h  g a in . Hence they were incapable o f  any agreement on

p o l i t ic a l  m atters, and required for  th o ir  harmonious in terco u rse  the

d irection  or control o f  one predominant mind. This was i l lu s t r a t e d  by 

the conduct o f  the Darbar soon a fte r  the death o f  th
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Maharaj a.

But i f  such a body o f  ad v isers was a 3ouree o f  weakness to  the 

S ta te , i t  was a source o f stren gth  to i t s  ru le r . I t  provided him with 

men o f h is  own ch o ice , whom he h im self had ra ised  to  eminence, and who 

depended fo r  th e ir  p o s it io n , w ealth, and even l i f e  on h is  p leasure alone. 

Thus, a lik e  from th e ir  natural d iffe r e n c e s  3nd from the absence o f  vested  

in te r e s t s  or hered itary  p r e s t ig e , there was l i t t l e  or no danger o f  

organised op p osition  to h is  w i l l .  In such circum stances, the m otive o f  

s e l f i s h  gain in i t s e l f  induced the m in iste rs  to  work w ell and e f f i c ie n t ly  

under an impulse o f  lo y a lty  to  th e ir  m aster. The most th at can be sa id  

for Ranjit* 3 co u r tiers  i s  th a t in  th e ir  w ill in g  obedience to the Maharaja, 

they were prompted by t i e s  o f  personal devotion ao le s s  than by the  

i r r e s i s t ib l e  might o f  h is  p r e s t ig e  and power.

(1 ) The s ig n s  o f mutual jea lo u sy  an d .r iva lrv  among the c o u r tie r s  were 
v is ib le  even in  the l i f e t im e  o f  R a n jit. These wore n o ticed  by severa l 
contemporary w r ite r s . For example, the enmity of th e Sikh members

towards tho Bogras. and tho in tr ig u e s  and m achinations o f  the la t t e r
against the Hindu governors o f  Multan and Kashmir, have been emphasised
ty Europeans who v is i t e d  Lahore a fte r  1S30. In 1833 Auckland d iscu ssed
them at length  in  connection with th e ir  probable e f f e c t  on the s t a b i l i t y
cf the Sikh Kingdom. See Lord Auckland*s P rivate L e tters , v o l.V I.
(B r it . Mu3• Add. MSS).
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CKAPTER VI.

MAHARAJA RANJIT SINGH.

S ta tes  governed by despots seldom present a more in s tr u c t iv e  

cr in te r e s t in g  to p ic  for  h is to r ic a l  in v e s t ig a t io n  than the l i f e  and 

character o f the despots them selves. In one sense , t h is  i s  more p a r t i

cu la r ly  true o f the Kingdom o f  the Panjab under R anjit Singh than ( $  

many other despotism s known to  h is to r y . For R a n jit '3 Kingdom, b esid es  

p o ssessin g  a l l  the e s s e n t ia l  fea tu res o f a ty p ic a l autocracy, owed i t s  

creation  and ex is te n c e  to  h is  personal geniu3. He was not only i t s  

o r ig in a to r  but was a lso  the only fo rce , as w il l  be seen , which kept to 

gether the heterogeneous elem ents o f which i t  was composed. Thus a c lo se  

study o f the l i f e  and career o f the Maharaja i s  o f primary importance 

for our present purpose.

Much indeed has been w ritten  about R anjit Singh, h i3  h a b its , v ir tu e s ,  

v ic e s  and so fo r th . Apart from the very valuable unpublished accounts of 

t i e  Indian ch ro n ic lers , th ere i s  to  be found a u se fu l fund o f authentic  

inform ation in  the works o f  contemporary European w riters  and t r a v e l le r s .  

Many o f  the la t t e r  v is i t e d  the Panjab during the l i f e t im e  o f the Sikh 

ruler^ and almost a l l  o f  them had an opportunity o f  see in g  and ta lk in g  

with him. The extreme courtesy and the natural ease o f manners of the  

Maharaja enabled them to  make a searching examination o f h is  views and 

ch aracter. M oorcroft, Burnes, Huegel, Jaoquemont, MoGregor, Osborne,and
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o th ers have consequently n o ticed  almost every phase o f R anjit Singh*s 

ch aracter. To h is  every whim and cap rice , they have assigned  various  

causes and a ttr ib u ted  various m otives. However, th ese  accounts are, in  

r e a l i t y ,  not so f r u i t f u l  as they might have been, for there i s  a great 

deal o f  r e p e t it io n  in  th e ir  n a rra tiv e s , as i f  they were in flu en ced  by 

one another. Apart from the bare fa c t s  which, e s p e c ia lly  when they are 

based on personal observation  and experience, are gen era lly  in d isp u ta b le , 

the r e f le c t io n s  o f the European w r iter s  are o ften  at variance with those  

of the Indian ch ro n ic le r s . There i3  indeed sometimes a very n o tic ea b le  

divergence o f  v iew s between th ese  two d iffe r e n t  s e t s  o f a u th o r it ie s .

Such d iffe r e n c e s  are o f  in estim ab le  value to  us in forming our indepen

dent fludg^ment. They a lso  remind us o f  that la rg e  elem ent o f personal 

p r e d il ic t io n , or p reju d ice, which o ften  serves as a f in a l  determ ining  

fa c to r  in h is to r ic a l  v e r d ic ts .  Accordingly, the su b ject o f the present  

chapter i s  tw o -fo ld . In the f i r s t  p la ce , I sh a ll s ta te  the fa c t s  regard

ing which the a u th o r it ie s  are unanimous, and, secondly , by a p rocess o f  

comparative study and criticism *, seek  to  form a correct estim ate of 

R anjit Singh as a man and a r u le r .

R an jit Singh’ s Boyhood.
We have already seen how, a fte r  the death c l h is  fa th er  in

17901 R anjit was placed under the care o f  h is  guardians at the early  age 

of ten . These guardians were h is  own mother and two m in is te r s  Sirdar  

Dal Singh and Dewan Lakhpat R ai. His mother, who by a l l  accounts v;as o f
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d isso lu te  h a b its , ev inced  l i t t l e  in te r e s t  in  the system atic  up-bringing  

of the young p rin ce . Both m in is te r s  a lso  n eg lected  to  take proper care 

of R a n jit1s tr a in in g . They, in  fa c t ,  hardly en terta in ed  any c lea r  con

ception o f the ta sk  to  which t h is  young ch ie f  was to t  h im self in  la te r  

l i f e .  But the very n e g le c t  o f  th ese  guardians afforded ample o p p o rtu n itie s  

to  R anjit fr e e ly  to develop h is  natural p r o p e n s it ie s . From h is  boyhood 

he showed aptitude for  those p h ysica l e x e r c ise s  which la te r  on em inently 

f i t t e d  him to  continue the fam ily tr a d it io n  o f  war and conquest. He 

p ractised  musketry and swordsmanship at an early  age  ̂and o ften  amused him

s e l f  with sham f ig h t s  in  m ilita r y  form ations among h is  playm ates.*

For reading and w r it in g , however, the Prince did not show the le a s t  

in c lin a t io n . I t  i s  a m istake to  suppose, in  accord with alm ost a i l

Suropoan w r iter s , th a t no e f f o r t s  whatever were made to  provide any
_ I

education . On the contrary, Sohan Lai mentions th a t R anjit was sent to  

* Oh arms al to  learn the Gurmufchi ch aracters. This r e l ig io u s  seminary was

•

( f )  T ar il& -i-R an jit Singh, f .£ 0 3 .



in  the charge o f  Bhai Phagu Singh o f  Gujranwala. But the young pupil 

paid no a tte n tio n  to  h is  s tu d ie s  and would not even learn  the alphabet.

This author a lso  m entions the name o f  Daula Singh as being the guide o f  

the Prince, but he does not say what so r t o f in flu en ce  he had on the  

formation o f  Ranjit* s character.

Personal Appearance and Conversation*

As i s  w ell known, R anjit had su ffered  during h is  infancy  

from sm all-pox, which destroyed the s ig h t  of one eye, and d isfig u red  h is  

fa ce . Somewhat c o n f lic t in g  d esc r ip tio n s  have been given o f  h is  general 

appearance, although a l l  a u th o r it ie s  agree th a t he wa3 far from being 

havlsone. He has been described  by Huegei as 44 short and mean-looking,-**
lL jy J.and *the most ugly  and unprepossessing m a n .... throughout the Panjab.

Huegei g iv e s  the fo llow in g  very complete pem -picture: "The sm all-pox  
■eprivad him, when a ch ild , o f  h is  l e f t  eye, whence he gained the surname o f  
■ana, one-eyed, and h is  fa ce  i s  scarred by the same malady. Mis beard i s  th in  
mnd grey, w ith -a few dark h a ir s  in  i t :  according to  the Sikh r e l ig io u s  custom,
I t  reaches a l i t t l e  below h is  chin , and i s  untrimmed. His head i s  square and 
larga  fo r  h is  s ta tu r e , which though n a tu ra lly  short i s  now considerably bowed 
ky d isease; h is  forehead i s  remarkably broad. His shoulders are wide,though  
k i s  arsis and hands are qu ite 3hrunk; a lto g eth er , he i s  the mo3t forbidding  
being I have ever seen . His la rg e  brown, unsteady and su sp ic io u s eye seems 
■ iving  in to  the thoughts o f  the person with whom he converses and h is  s tr a ig h t
forward questions are put in ce ssa n tly  and in  the most laoon ic  term s. His 
ppeech i s  so much a ffec ted  by p a r a ly s is  th a t i t  i s  no easy m atter to  understand 
himyaut i f  the answer be delayed for  an in s ta n t , one o f h is  c o u r tie r s ,u su a lly  
the Jemidar.rep ea ts the q u estion . A fter I had been subjected  to  t h i s  examination  
(for a whole hour w ithout one m om ents in term ission  to put a s in g le  question  in  
return, he turned to Mr Vigne and asked: "And what can you do?" (T ravels, 
p p .238-89). Again t h i s  author w r ite s :  "In person he i s  short and mean-looking 
and had he not d istin g u ish ed  h im self by h is  great ta le n ts ,  he would be passed  
by without being thought worthy o f ob serva tion . Without ex a g g era tio n ,1 must 
c a l l  him the most ugly  and unprepossessing man I saw throughout the Panjab.His 
l e f t  eye, which i s  qu ite c lo s e d ,d is f ig u r e s  him l e s s  than the other) which i s  
always r o l l in g  about,wide open and i s  much d isto r ted  by d isea se . The scars o f
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Other h is to r ia n s , on the contrary, regarded h is  countenance a s a far  

fron being repulsive,-* and thought i t  A f u l l  o f  expression  and animation.-**1 

The p ecu lia r  lu s tr e  o f  h is  keen and r e s t l e s s  eye had been n o ticed  by 

many w r ite r s .

In manner, the Maharaja was p lea sin g  and courteous; in conversation  

a ttr a c t iv e  and communicative. He p ossessed  an extremely in q u is i t iv e  

nature, always enquiring from h is  v i s i t o r s  about a va r iety  o f  to p ic s  

w ith bew ildering r a p id ity . Many accounts o f h is  conversations with them 

c o n f i r m  th i3 .  As one instance^I may quote a s tr ik in g  d escr ip tio n  o f  

R a n jit1s in s a t ia b le  c u r io s ity :  "His conversation i s  l ik e  a nightmare. He 

i s  almost the f i r s t  in q u is i t iv e  Indian I have seei^.and h is  c u r io s ity  

balances th e  apathy o f  the whole o f  h is  n ation . He has asked me a hundred 

thousand q u estion s about India , the B ritish ,E u rop e, Bonaparte, th is  world 

in  general and the n ext, h e l l ,  p arad ise, the sou l, God, the d e v il ,  and 

a myriad o f  o thers o f  the same kind." Again « a a ,  "Ranjit Singh was always 

fond o f  g e tt in g  inform ation about the population , the strength  o f armies

footnote con tinu ed : the 3m all-pox on h is  face^do not run in to  one another,
but form so many dark p i t s  in  h is  greyish-brown skin; h is  short s tr a ig h t  
nose i s  sw ollen  at the t ip ;  the skinny l ip s  are stretch ed  t ig h t  over h is  
teeth ,w h ich  are s t i l l  good; h is  g r iz z le d  beard, very th in  on the cheeks 
and upper l i p ,  meets under the chin in  matted confusion; and h is  head, 
which i s  sunk very much on h is  broad shoulders, i s  too large  for h is  height  
and does n ot seem to  move e a s i ly .  He has a th ick  muscular neck, th in  arms 
and le g s , the l e f t  fo o t  and the l e f t  arm drooping and small well-form ed  
hands." p p .37^-80. J
(2 )  Prinsep’̂ JlRUs.

-  1
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the ta x es, th e  produce o f  each c f  p ub lic  revenue, the axioms

Os. our c i v i l  and crim inal law, and la s t l y ,  the great r e s u lt s  o f the

ap p lication  o f our sc ie n c e s  to  manufacture. Thus we fin d  th a t R a n jit 's

in te r e s ts  covered a very wide range o f  su b jec ts . N everth e less , h is

favou rite  to p ic  and the one to  which he alvfays returned, was the army.

Ie was seldom t ir e d  o f  asking q uestion s regarding the comparative

strength  o f  the Ea3t India Company's fo rces  and h is  own and regarding the

u t i l i t y  o f  the methods o f d r i l l  and d is c ip lin e  follow ed  in  western

co u n tr ies . He had a p ecu lia r  a b i l i t y  o f  p utting  q u estion s, gen era lly

p lacin g  the re a l su b jec t o f  h is  ta lk  between t r iv ia l  q u eries . By

tr ic k s  such as th e se , he tr ie d  to  deceive h is  v i s i t o r s  as to  the
3

u ltim ate o b ject o f  h is  con versation . A carefu l study o f  R a n jit 's  con

versa tion  i s  im portant in rev ea lin g  h is  innermost f e e l in g s  and

sentim ents.

(1 ) Jacquemont's

(2) "He rarely  spoke o f India  of* the English t e r r i t o r ie s  there but c h ie f ly  
asked my Opinion o f  h is  own country, h is  army, the European o f f ic e r s  in  
h is  serv ice ,a n d  the designs o f foreign  cou n tries and very d is ta n t lands  
o f which he had h ith e r to  heard noth ing."  H uegei's T ravels, p .302.

(3) With Osborne, for example, the Maharaja ta lked  thusjf "Do you drink wine? 
How much? Did you ta s te  the wine I sen t to  you yesterday? How much o f i t  
did you drink? What a r t i l l e r y  have you brought w ith you? Have they got  
any s h e lls ?  How many? Do you l ik e  r id in g  on horseback? What country 
horses do you prefer?  Are you in the army? Which do you l ik e  b est , caval 
or in fan try?  Does Lord Auckland fr in k  wine? How many g la s s e s  does he 
drink? Does he drink i t  in  the morning? What i s  the strangth  o f  the  
Company'3  army? Are they w e ll d isc ip lin ed ?"  The Court and Camp of 
Runjeet Singh, pp .79-S0.
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IVoss. P riva te  H abits, and. In c lin a t io n s .9 |S

R a n jit 's  d ress , by a l l  aooounts, was s ia p le  aad unosten

ta t io u s ,  s o c i a l l y  in  th e  la t t e r  days o f  h is  l i f e .  In thxs r e sp e c t , ho 

was > narked con trast with th e  fnr*ilior typo o f  O riental p o ten ta te . His 

v/intor costume was wade o f  Pa strain a o f  various sh&dos, w hile  in  the  

sunfwer ha were w hite m uslin . 3 in co , however, yellow  became the fa v o u r ite  

colour c f  the 3iVh3, th e  Maharaja, whether he him s e l f  l ik e d  i t  or not, 

was fine enough to  con for© to popular ta s te  on a l l  important co ca s io a s . 

Although he pos3C33cd abundance o f jowelry and p reciou s s to n es , he seldom 

wore then." CHborae d escr ib es fcitn thus: “C ross-legged in a golden ch a ir , 

dressed in  sim ple w hite , wearing no ora aments but a s in g le  s tr in g  o f  

enormous p ea r ls  round the w a ist and tho celeb rated  5 Kohy-i-flur * or 

fountain  o f  L ight, on one o f  h is  arms -  (th e Jewel r iv a lle d , i f  not sur

passed, in  b r il l ia n c y  by the glow o f  f i r e  which evory now and then shot 

from h ie  3ingl© eye as i t  wandered r e s t le s s ly  round the c i r c l e )  -  sa t  

tho Lion o f  Lahore.”

Pan j i t  Singh did n o t p o ssess  a sa t is fa c to r y  moral character. t7rcm

(1 ) Huegei says: "In e a r l ie r  days h? used to appear in d iv erse  ornaments; 
but th is  costume he has long s in ce  d iscontinued , m i  1 never ;?aw 
him. vsri* any embroidery, brocade or r ic h  ornament o f  any so r t."  
T ravels pp. 379-80.

(r )  The Court and Gimp o f Runjeot Sia&h, p. 73.
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h is  0*rly  youth he had indulged in  wine and v»©aen; ?»nd in  tho p u rsu it  

of bciA ho o ften  d isp layed  a cyn ica l d isregard c f  p ub lic  decorum. Ones 

or tw ice ho even wont to  tho len gth  o f  appearing in p u b lic  in to x ica ted  

md aecospartiod oy a D is tr e s s .

iThilo estim atin g  hi*? character, wo should keep in  wind tho c ir 

cumstances o f  the ago in  which he ,r-a bora, and the s o c ia l  and domoatio 

arvirm m cnt in  which bo was* brought up. His b ir th  had takes place* in  

a period  c f  s in g u la r  s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  upheaval ia  tho h isto ry  o f tho 

Punjab. The Sikhs then formed a young sad v igorous coaanuaity, which had 

rooontiy frood i t s e l f  fron th e sh ack les o f  slavery  and oppression , and 

had newly acquired tho s p ir i t  o f  Xiboi'ty and conquest. The now conscious

ness o f  power to sh ich  the m ajority o f  the people haa near* unaccustomed 

for c e n tu r ie s , produced a natural ten hen oy to  express i t s e l f  in

(1) Ho had a groat l ik in g  for strong and sp ir itu o u s  liq u o r , which was 
gen erally  d i s t i l l e d  ir e s  r a is in s  mixed with a quantity o f f in e ly  ground 
p ea r ls . Ho o c c a s io n a lly  held drinking bouts and n ig h tly  o r g ie s  in  h is
7 xing days, and to  th is o  he admitted oal* : o f  hi:; fr ie n d s . Tho
food 3or*/cd i t  such p a r t ie s  u su a lly  co n sis ted  o f  v^ri^us k inds o f p o u ltry , 
e sp e c ia lly  f a t  q u a ils , h igh ly  apiood and stuffcd^  and tho on ly  Crink 
allowed was th a t "abominable liq u id  f i r e . ’’ Barr la  h is  Journal d escr ib es
th is  f ie r y  beverage as "rale a a te  s tu f f ."

(2) The appear s ic s  in  p u b lic  o f  R anjit and iforSn togeth er  on the same 
elephant, i s  an in sta n ce  in  p o in t . Ho o f  ton ta lk ed  about h is  m is tr e sse s  
f i th  h is  Suropf»aR v i s i t e r s ,  for  wlioso eutort&intsoftt ba 'also made then 
dance. Ho o c c a s io n a lly  m used h im se lf, by dressing those g i r l s  in  so ld iers*  
uniforms, equipping t h m  w ith  arms on horseback and arranging sham f ig h t s ,  
rem arking to  one o f  h is  g u ests  th a t they formed a part o f  tho artsy which
ho could le a s t , discip line.
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e x e o ss iv e  fo r a s , fo  have stu d ied  in  the course o f the f i r s t  chapter 

bow t h is  s p i r i t  had worked in  tho domain o f p o l i t i c s ,  aad induced tho 

le a d e r s  o f the Ml s i s  to  in du lge .in m utually d estru ctiv e  warfare* This 

predatory and la v /le ss  tendency was happily arrested  by the estab lish®  ant 

o f  H a a jit’ s  d esp otic  au th ority ; but, in the moral sphere, the idea o f  

l ib e r ty  was for a time confused arith that o f  l ic e n s e ,  * ith  the r e s u lt  

th a t there »as i  jcr or \ j low ering o f the moral standards o f  the community.

P '*i j i t  shared t h i s  doc l in e  o f the govern inn G lasses o f  th e  S ikhs. Has ovm

la ck  c f  education  and cu ltu re , h i? unsystem atic up-bringing, and la s t  but
1

net l e a s t ,  the absence o f  wholesome fssnily tr a d it io n s , -  a l l  those com

bined to w al o him p a r t ic u la r ly  su sc e p tib le  to the in flu en ce  o f tho tim es. 

N everth eless , the Maharaja did not exhaust h is  on or p ie s  by sensual 

pldKvrarcs, nor  wns h? a habitual drunkard. Continual ex cesses  would in 

deed hay? been incom patib le r i th  h is  career o f  ad m in istrative vigour and 

m ilita r y  conquests, ~ as t*»oy were with the mass o f tho Sikh population , 

formed c f  the rude, hardy, and in d u str io u s peasantry o f the

(1 ) R anjit Win brought up under the in flu en ce  of i d is so lu te  ZonZi a.
Both ho and h is  fath er put th o ir  mothers to  death for sham eless debauchery.

(2 )  That ho did n ot in du lge in  ex cesse s  i s  c lea r  from h is  d a ily  rou tin e , 
which i s  described  by Capt. Wade in •; l e t t e r  to tho Secretary o f tho 
Governor General, dated 3 !$ t  May, 1831 j Bengal P o l i t ic a l  Consul tu t  io n s
(In ' i i  O ffice U53.| ^ iy adot -3 In scrip tion  corroborates th a t  o f Stidham at 
M i, see Tho Sikhs w& ifghnns, p. 17.
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1
Ponjab.

As regards other t a s t e s  o f  th? Sikh ru ler , i t  may he mentioned 

th a t ho was fend o f hunting. In h is  youth, h is  extraordinary v i t a l i t y
ft

■enabled ( i n  to  in d u lg e  fr e e ly  in t h i s  jp o r t  uad i n  sh u o ti& g . on, ouch 

e x p e d i t i o n s  ho * 1 3  u s u a l l y  aeeacip an iod  b y  th #  p r in c ip a l  grau& eea o f  

3t?A c a 3 - o i l  an by a la r g o  rs-* im ;e o f  f o l l o w e r s .  The S ird & rs , on su oh  

o c c a s io n s ,  n or#  in  th e  h a b it  o f  d i s p la y in g  t h e i r  p ro w ess  by en g a g in g

1) The l i c o n t i o u s h i b i t s  to  whidi European w r iter s  l ik e  S te in  bach (The iaajaub , 
p .76). Murray (H istory o f  S n j i t  S ingh ,p.H5 L phisstm # (H istory o f  In d ia , 
p. 565), and Masson (Journeys, 1 ,4 3 5 ) a llu d e wore mainly confined to  ohi o f ta in s  
eourtlorSp iarrr. I t  l i  loubtfUl >; te th e r  even those o la co ss  ic tod
to noral v i oos to  tho 3»a*e ex ten t as? I s  supposed by tho abovo-cioatioaed
w r ite r s . In t h i s  connection, a o e  Ciirmin^haK^s H istoi’y o f  tho Sikhs (p p . Lu7~«K)  

r 13 Travo 1 it ( $ t t ) and M aiool«* 9 3 k s  toh (p• 141)*
G r iffin  has tr i? d  to  excnor^t# the low moral ton# o f  tho oharaotur c f  the 

Sikh Court by comparing i t  w ith th a t o f  the govorfiing co-asaes o f  knglund
and France. Ho w r ite c 2 “The v ie# a  o f  c iv i l i s a t io n  iro  a c t  purer than ’those o f

barbarism; they a r ' only wore decently  concealed when. i t  i s  considered  worth 
w hile to  p ra c tise  the hypocrisy vh ick  i s  declared to  be the tr ib u te  which 
v ico  pay3 to  v ir tu e . In th e  days o f  th# Georges, our ancestors drank zs  
h ea v ily  and o s te n ta t io u s ly  a# any o f  the 3irdara oi’ the Lahoro Court. *23runk 
as x Lord* was the popular saying which very fa ir ly  expressed w.Ue h ab its  c f  
the a r isto cra cy  o f  England in the eighteenth  century. •• .But i f  wo accept ecu- 
temporary l it e r a tu r e  aa s u f f i c ie n t  evidence, the so c ie ty  o f P aris  to-day i s  
fu lly  33 corrupt a a thac o f  the Punjab in  1A30; and the bosaars o f Lahore, 
w hile R n j i t  Singh was ce leb ra tin g  tho f e s t iv a l  o f  tho H oii, wore n ot so  
eh tre lo o s  a3 P ic c a d illy  at n ig h t in 1302 .w Ranjife S in gh ,p p .$3-94 (Rulers 
o f  India rksnrxes). A w r iter  in  the C alcutta  Review c f  August IBM proceeds in  
a sim ilar  s tr a in :  'R a n jit Singh1 s  lu s t fu l  p r o p e n s it ie s  were h is  roTt cdious  
v ic e s ;  b ut w# &/• not hear o f h is  having, as other monarch a European a&u 
A sia tic  have don#, torn **iv#s and v ir g in s  from th a ir  f a m i l io s . . . . ;  aad jhaae-  
le a s  as ho was, ho ©ay to  favourably contrasted  with any contemporary nonarch 
o f  Aaict, and i t  may be added, w ith  rw.o o f  Europe, b h ilo  wo execrate  ouch 
a cts  in  a h a lf  c i v i l i s e d  A sia tic , l o t  us remember tho conduct o f  many Kings 
c f  Prance, o f  Augustus o f  Saxony, o f  tho great Catherine and the greater P eter, 
indeed, o f  our own Henry and C harles.'4 But as two wrongs do n o t make a r ig h t ,  
mi oh comparison can hardly serve as a defence for tho conduct e ith e r  o f  tho  
Sikh r u le r  or o f h i3 Court.The only circu& stm oos th a t can extenuate th e ir  
conduct are to be found in tho explanation  o f fered in the body o f th ? th e s is .
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S iffero n t sp ec ie s  o f v;ild animals 1h in d iv id u a l ea&bat. In th ose f ig h t s
i

th® ch ie f weapon used was the ov;ord, in  coat*arisen w ith which the use

of the matchlock was regarded as cowardly. R anjit h im self always took 

a prtrainoat eharc in th e se  d iv er s io n s .

Ho had ax sc a p ecu lia r  le v s ,  almost amounting to a p assion , for  

h crsca . He him s e l f  was a coasusaate horseman and never seamed to bo 

tired  o f  r id ia j . On i B f i i d u j f l i l  - d p ecu lia r ly  s ta te ly  and d ig n if ie d . 

H j i t  lik ed  to sco h is  f i s o s t  horsos eapari soatiu in c o s tly  jow ois, and 

3cme o f  thorn always aacaipaaied  him on !u s  tou rs. The equipment o f  the 

•v.rioc in  th e  royal s id o le s  was ©ore e lab orate  than th at o f  the e lephants. 

h a la  ’M3t perhaps, the b eet horse in  h is  p o ssess io n . Thau horse, the

r. .haraja used to  say , had co st aim a war o f severa l years w ith i t s  owners
-  -  1'■• i '■• *n r-_ a".r."-;. • 1 J .̂an and 3  r  ttohciA ĉ:? !£: an Larufc >-aic.

#

(1 ) tit to ld  Huogel t  co st hin £6; 000 and tfcftt ^
men vfcro engaged in  i t .  The la t t e r  d escr ib es b a in  us wa dark gray horsa 
with blafcfe le g s ,  th ir teen  years old  md f u l l  s ix teen  hinds hi..*.." T ravels, 
p .333. Osborno sa y s i t  coat m  £3>ooc; end although he a lso  had conversed  
on t h is  sub je c t , he does n et say a3 e x p l ic i t ly  as Huegei /bather the 
in fo rra tio n  was thus obtained.Th® Court and Carup of R anjit Singh,pp.OC-O'1. 
The fo llow in g  accounts, among various o th ers, g ive sane idea  o f the c o s tly  
equipment o f Raaj.it Singh*s h o rses . "Tho Passion o i R anjit Singh fox" horses  
has passed la  to  a proverb in the Hast. The 0 r id la , saddle, aa4 o t tw  
ornament 3 ©f . e as are m ost costly*  f i  sa t  i s  o v er la id
rith co ld  or on ar.ol and, at tho top uf the head, or e ls e  s;v *'i ttvar jiuo , 

waves a p lace c f  heron1 s  fea th ers; s tr in g s  o f  jew els a n  hung round tho 
nook, under which arc the Sul iron s, or Onyr ston es, very h igh ly  prized on 
sccour.t o f  the su p e r s t it io n  attached to  th ee . The saddle i s  a lso  o f enamel 
and gold , cowered w ith p reciou s sto n es , the pefa&el being p a r ticu la r ly  
r ich . Tho housings \ra  c f  Kasbrir shawl, fringed  w ith gold ; the orupper 
arid m artingale ornamented very h igh ly  and or each s id e  o f  the favou r ite  
u su a lly  h a * fs  the t a i l  o f  the Tibetan W6kf i f $4 Of f l f l S t t l  hues; the.
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As a fr ien d  and dcsspataiou, F a n ]it  nm  w ell kucwft fc r  h i3 g e n ia lity  

an 3 good humour. He p ossessed  p len ty  of w it and took d e lig h t  in  ready 

repartee* Many s t o r ie s  i l lu s t r a t in g  t h is  survive asong th e  people- of 

the Pen Jab to  the proses, t  day * tn the Ibsenoe 01 cor rooor at i  on f th ese

t r f e o  m e  are s t i l l

fe r d lia r  throughout the len g th  breadth o f  the land; the fa c t  th at  

Has J i t *  a htaaetir l e f t  & deep popular im pression i s  in i t s o i f  s ig n if ic a n t*

3r.citi^ ia .Q o a t ^  : sadd le, moreover, i s  covered w ith
- r*u , * Rutgol** © ravels, p|u3Dt*&. The tr n tin u ess

A pommel o f one o f  the sad d les struck  lac as p a r ticu la r ly  worthy o f rem^irk, 
having a ruby two in ch es square, bearing n i t  th e narco o f Jehoaghir. Dow, 
in  h is  h isto ry  o f  Hindustan, t e l l e  u s, that when Jehaaghir had h is  nano 
engraved on, th is  b e a u tifu l stone, th e ce leb rated  2&press kur Johan u#ld 
his th at Jho thought i t  a p ity , to  which he answered, '’This jewel w il l  more 
assuredly hand down my se a #  to  p o s te r ity  than any w ritten  h istory*  2&e 
Hons a o f Timur nay f a l l ,  but as long as there i s  a King, th is  Jewel w i l l  
have i t s  p r ic e ." Many other are new engraved on i t ,  the b eet known
being Ahiaed Shah’ s , who found i t  ir. the fataous peacock th r o n e .1* p p .#03-3.

a lso  sa y s th a t "FanJit la d  \ y  j ■ .  ̂ ior h is  sea  use;
37jCO0 for U s  in fan try; for the | yan » l in armour IS)000{ for the cavalry  
37j< DOj apprehending th a t 1 * igirt not have fu lly  uhv-ervtuod Liu-, be wont 

ov^r h ie  story  again, which I le a rn t afterw ards, was s t r ic t ly  co rre c t. ” p .30b  
Miss HU*en d escr ib es the* equipment th a st *( suppose f i f t y  horses* wore lead  
past u s . The f i r s t  had on i t s  emerald trap pin gs, necklaces# arranged on 
i t s  a eel: and between i t u  e :ir s  and in fron t o f the saddle *ww saor&cu# 
emeralds n early  two iaefeoo #quara, curved a i l  over and s e t  ir* gold frames, 
I l l s  l i t t l e  lea k in g  g la sses*  Ik e  cru p p er  was a l l  e&ax & j  ■ chore were 
stud-ropec o f  gold ^ut o& something lako a m ertiagd le . Heera *>iagh a aid  
t iu t  the whole was valued  a t  d? Lakhs (sC3W>000}| but a l l  these vaLe& tless 
are fa n c ifu l,  a# nobody knows th e worth o f  th ese  enor&uus sto n es; they 
?.re never bought cr so ld . The neiet horse was simply a t t ir e d  in  diaoonds 
m i tur^aoiseu , a e th e r  in  p ea r ls , end th ere woo one with trappings o f  
c o r a l  and p earl that was v e r y  p r e tty . Their sa d d la -o ia tb s  have atones woven 
into U icri.lt r e  duo 03 European B u g o i l io e n c o  to  a v e r y  low  p itc h .'  Up th e  
Country, pp. n.-

CD Che old in h a b ita n ts  o f  Lahore r
:S to  the servan ts or th e Royal Rftigikeln* „

recount R a n jit9* w itty
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B o lig io u s

There i s  a sharp d iffer en ce  o f judgment between the Indian  

and Suropoan w r iter s  concerning the r e l ig io u s  op in ion s of' fciio Sikh ru lo r . 

The for®or regard hi© as one who was imbued w ith  a gs&uino rasp ect fo r  

the Sikh S cr ip tu res . There i s ,  indeed, ©uoi- to be found in  tho ivov/od 

jiflNrnnTii m>f and performances of th# ilaharnj h i oh support# th is  view.

Ho was very p a r t ie s !  dr about tho d aily  r e s i t i l  o f  the Gr th in  ills

pre:i:;nccj and attendsa th • D.rlAr Samv. ' u i t  iK P itW  tw ico

i  year . He bestowed sp ec ia l favourc- on tho Sikh priesthood  and spent 

considerab le su es o f woaoy on sho a iin tcn aaoo  o f r e l ig io u s  in s t i t u t io n s .  

While w ritin g  or ta lk in g  o f h is  government, he in v a ria b ly  usod the terra 

h ia lea . and posed as an huv.blo servant c f  t h i t  t&ystio and © il itu n t  

Church. As a devoted fo llo w er  o f  *ikhi^*, ho caused to be engraved on 

h ie S o il the p r e f ix  Ak*ii 3ahfr© (undor tho Graoo of God), an in sc r ip tio n  

c lo s e ly  resem bling the HGod with u sn o f  Cromwell.

(1 ) His c o in s .to e , as we s h a ll  soo in te r  on, bore th e semes o f  the
Gur~ ’ md Gobiad Singh. The . ~ lin ta in ed  an e lab ora te  e s ta 
blishm ent o f  Qhai-'J (Sikh p r ie s t s ) ,  one or two ot whom hold cue charge oi 
over?  Sikh sh rin e in  tho Pan Jab. There was e. separate e s ta te  attached to  
every sh r in e , the produce o f  which was enjoyed by tho incumbent. Ho was 
always i t  tended on h ie  to u rs  by a p r ie s t  with a volume o f  esoh o f the  
t.;c c h ie f  sc r ip tu r e s . These were wrapped up m  r ich  p ie c e s  o f  s i l k ,  p laced  
in a co t under i b ig  canopy, vui thus borne free one plao© to  another.
A sp e c ia l r d l i  tary e sco r t  was provided, each ©ember o f which carried  a 
Sikh banner. The p rocession  vas e f t  on follow ed by & nurb-er c f  p r ie s t3  on 
elep h an ts. B esid es th is ,  every reg ison * had i t s  own volumes o f the  
r?ra,wthfs- end r e l ig io u s  in s ig n ia . Twer* tbs r in ia t c r s  o f S tate carried  
separate co p ie s  o f  the Granths on th e ir  journeys: Ib rat |?3ba9f.BSO.
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The second group, however, doubt tho s in c e r ity  o f  h ie  convxctiona,

|B regard h i3  re lig ious enthusiasm as 1 clever tr ic k  intended to  servo p o lit ic a l

d esig n s. &ieh doubts ware c h ie f ly  based on t i e  g la r in g  incongru ity  b e t

ween RanJit’ s  moral and p o l i t i c a l  a c tio n s  on tho one hen d and tho  

teachings o f  the Sikh fa i th  on the o th er , In the Kast, r e lig io n  and 

co ra l t ty  have always been blended, so th a t n e s t  of the r u le s  o f  s o c ia l  

and p o l i t i c a l  conduct are regu la ted  more in accordance with th e  p r ev a il

ing id ea s  c f  r e l ig io n  than by any d is t in c t  ooneeptlan c i‘ c iv ic  reap on- 

s l b i l i t y .  This was even aore true of tho India  o f B a n ] it 's  t i no than o f  

to-day* The view s c f  Suropoea w r ite r s  appear tc  have been in flu en ced  

by t h i s  p ecu lia r  fea tu re  o f  Indian l i f e .  But th e ir  arguments are hardly  

coaci.u.uve froa  a h i s t o r ic :d Standpoint* for  thoy only Mph&siflO the fa c t  

that r u le r s  o f  Ben are as prone tc  moral la p se s  03 ordinary rch th ca so lv es .

Tho tru th  o f  th e m atter i s  th a t n a n jit  in h er ited  the r e l ig io u s  

b e l i e f  o f  M e f o r e - f a t hera. Bo h im solf was n ot en ligh ten ed  enough to  

cooprchond or c r i t i c s  the s e c r e ts  o f  tho Sikh creod* Hence ho r e a d ily  

accepted i t s  noro obvious fea tu r es  with im p lic it  fa ith  and su p e r s t it io u s  

rsvcrenco . Ia t h i s  r e sp e c t  a lso , ao in nany o th ers , the teahar~J* #zc  

ty p ic a l o f  h is  ago; so that b is  r e l ig io u s  vicwe wore ra r e ly  th o se  c f  other  

©sobers o f  the oam u m ty . rio was, in  fa c t ,  locked *;p©n by them is the  

staunch champion and ie e r u U r  0 / Q ^ ir  M s r ig id  and
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ostentatious? observance o f  the outward fo res  o f worship would aoocunt 

for much o f  h is  p o p u la r ity . Moreover, ho tkorcby m aintained tho m artial

fervour o f  hi:' peop le, *fe.ioh he s k i l f u l ly  employed to  furth er hi a p o l l -
1

ticn l in terest# .

Ban j i t  vas, however, n e i th e r  a bigot nor a v'.in r e l ig io u s  Reamer. 

.Mthough he u t i l i s e d  to the f u l l o i t  extent the fervour o£ t i n  1 sa

e u ia r ,  h# was cute

c n c n t o  rcoojrniae that the inauguration or encouragement o f  an avowed 

p ciin y  o f  persecu tion  would u ltim a te ly  prove detrim ental to  h is  own b e s t  

in term ite . Thus ho re fra in ed  from in te r fe r in g  with the ro iip io u o  r ig h ts  

o f  th e  d if fe r e n t  se c t io n s  o f  h ie  aubjoets; nor did ho approve of such 

nctiorvj on the p art o f  tho govern i* y  e l  a sse s  amu&g the* S ikhs. On tho 

contrary, he tr ie d  to  keep in  check tho fa n a tic a l tendoncioo o i the 

/ j n H s ,  and an tru sted  some oi* tho most resp on sib le  p e t it io n s  in  Uln

Cl) Befor M
c a s t  l o t s .  The n e t  hod u s u a l l y  l o l l o v s d  was t h i s :  tvre s l i p s  o f  p a p e r ,
one ©ark?A ’ fo r 1 and tho o th er 'a g u in st' the proposalt \*ere r o ile d  up 
and throws upon an opea copy o f the Adi^Gr^ntu, unu one was picked wui 
?ithor by h im self or by o person appointed for the ta sk . I t  was then 

unfolded. I f  the s l ip  turned out to  be the on3 favouring the exp ed ition , 
i t  v* a j  undertaken; otherw ise i t  vras i> o stPoa c d. C 3»e S arl L>- i«Q. an J a c J in jb , 
f .5 7 i ,  end Ibrac Kama,ff. 1 0 1 -d f) . Tho ia c t  that hs thus decided upua 
such v i t a l  R a tters  as the despatch o f  m ilita ry  ex p ed itio n s , shows that >e 
was n ot a s c e p t ic ,  h is  p referen ce fo r  ca stin g  l e t s  upon v.ho Grand* .0 

Wilting tho priests, in sueJ s otters, •- -c* significant ad tg 1ft 
nominal conform ity vitfc the l a s t  in ju n ctio n s of the ten th  Guru.
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to ttohanReaan®. In 1830, he even shoved an eagerness to  

rece iv e  a C hristian  M issionary th a t ho might leerr. the d o ctr in es o f  that  

£ i tY ^ w  y to  be provided * itb  a eepy c f  tho B ib le .

^ Q x a o A  ty  •

Baa j i t  3ingh was, on tho whole, a vory generous monarch, 

a- a/ s rewarded h is  o f f i c i a l s  handsomely and en terta in ed  European and

o ilier  ^uest -.} in  a la v ish  21 an nor. Ills cuinu.u contribution  for  r e l ig io u s
* . .«.** 3.,iii 3 *j - Vi i 1# a0 .̂cv t̂ iiJr̂ -'N̂i530i> tT z*j v cr? K*dTi ui ciji • Xno lib orcJ li ui i#ii*5

( t )  ■ Hosier* inhabitant th© P •...
r e s tr ic t io n  regarding th e ir  l ib e r  I f  o f  worsiupj it*  in  tho day3 o f the 
Sikh r u le r | th e  c a l l  to  ;;rayer *r*8 C h ib i t iu i  did

b I t a j iV  igrubut had continueu ironi Uuj 
. to lr-u I-Im lT  f ff.YC-*?l )^a "fcfttioi

Lav/ranoo frors h is  co u n se llo r s , according U> which tto  Moslems had boon 
deprived o f  t h i s  ~ i£ h t for  r.u-ro than olgthy yearss Punjab Oovcmi.ufct 
R cc.rds . Baa j i t  indeed kdyt i t  in furcq, but i t  van tor# to
m *intaia h ia  p op u larity  i  .e  nkM ^ b is  y r # 0 t i |#  among the

hammed art .3, ibaa from any sp e c ia l lo v e  o f  the measure.

t - )  V I^  nUii tho Goun'jry" by M iss 8Jee,pp .?J  :.nd RC. T his i s ,  hx-raver, 
a e .ilittiry  in sta n ce  o f  hi j  >.ntorost in fc'o C hristian  r e li^ ic n . !l?nct>

*0 s?ec-3 to  have been
►ha 
t

*.ro showed to -
;fco ohrinoa o f Mohammedan s a in t s .  He used to  pay occasion a l v i s i t s  

t<,- several ' ..el eftrirr}*? in Lahore and e l sc-•• here.

(9 )  8a ti n i b  mention a th a t R sttjlt d is tr ib u ted  98*90(^000 in  charity
jk i

#* fin d  th a t he nred 8®*t$$> o th* Bfhrine at BSba finafc ia 
ia fu lf ilm e n t  o f  •- vov ho had taken. Again* i t  i s  know  on the authority  
c. CM# Gardner, th a t Urn j i t  rewarded GenCvbourt V i t i  R 3 .'50,000 when the  
l a t t e r  turned out tho f i r s t  s h e l l  at tho Lahore foundary. Pin ally* froa  
the in  form ition  gathered by Col. Lawrence from hi 3 co u n se llo r  3, wo fin d  
th a t  he spent Rs.l^SOO, 000 a year In ch a r ity : Punjab Government Record® 
1347-43, p. 372.
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Sikh ru lo r  hag boon, however, under estim ated  by some SurcpooVi

h is to r ia n s , on account of h is  3-eorraiigly unappreci i t iv e  conduct In

p a rticu la r  instances^  .■«-* ;a ) tbe co n fisca tio n  o f  a part #1 

K aira 's e s ta t e s  a fte r  h is  death, -uid (b ) h is  order d ire c tin g  the trium

ph on t so l d ier? t c  surrender to  hi*? the s p o ils  o f  Mult S i. in .'judging tho

conduct o f  . ho Sikh ru lor in the f i r s t  in c id en t, i t  must be kept in mind

that the iaruved p o ssess io n s  <.T h is  S irdars rrore n et always granted by 

biro, as I s  gen era lly  supposed, in absolute owner sh ip , but cn certa in  

d e f in ite  co n d itio n s o f  3®ni-foudnl tenure* This io  q u ite  obvious from 

the fa c t  th a t on a any H gT rs, the Maharaja, as ovoricrd , c i  since! ft f ix ed  

quota o f  nili% ary r e c r u it s  and non ay. The co fid ition s, v*hieh vari ed 

according to  the e ls e  o f  th? JarJrs, H a lte d  in theory, though not ilorays 

i i  p ra c tic e , tfca r ig h ts  c f  a daoeasod Sirdar*n descendants. Tho s i s e  o f  

the h o ld in gs o f  a €lrd&rft in ependad various co n d itio n s, ouch

as h is  personal a b i l i t i e s ,  se rv ice  a, and goner ai p r e s t ig e  and in flu en ce  . 

So th a t on the death o f  a c h ie f  ait*, i t  was ftorootiiaos d esira b le  th a t h is  

p o ssess io n s should be r e -d is tr ib u te d  enoogst h is  doscsm iauts according to  

th e ir  per *on iJ nnri t.a* T his was p r e c ise ly  what happ 3ns d in  the caoi of 

Hivri Singh Halva’ s e s ta t e s .  Tho Maharaja reduced the landed p o ssess io n s  

which h is  s^ns in h e r ited , on the p lea  that they were d isp rop ortion ately  

largo in comparison tc  tho p o s it io n s  that th© holders occupied in  who 

S ta te . Another m otive th a t in sp ired  Ron jit*  a conduct., in  th is  uad w hor



similar oaaos, was h is  opposition tc tbe growth of powerful vers ted in -  

terfrsts in the land. I t  i«! important to bear th is  in sind, because i t  

shows that actions such as these on the part o f B an jit Singh war* net

the r e s u l t  c f  an o cc a s io n a l ou tb u rst o f  r a p a c ity  ^ as they haye u su a lly
.*> ■» 

been represented), but o f  a deliberate and calculated policy*

As regard s tho second point i t  rust be rew«?bered th a t the plunder

of Multm  was hardly to the cred it of th© im y . Under a noro c iv ilis e d

ru ler , t \ e  tr e e ;  .7 ssigh c have bc*>n v ia  *od cc lo se r v ia g  a trt'‘rfi£fc putu vv-

rsont* *8hc tfahliraja* 1 d o c ijicn  m  d ic ta t  ’d perhaps by th e  d e s i r a b i l i ty

of appearing to  en force  a measure o f  d is c ip l in e  and o o r ta ia iy  by a wish

b> replenish the Sxcohguor which was seriously depleted. She 1 »al Gfejssfc*
<>

o v  to tho  o rder was th a t  i t  could n o t co enforced .

Hue j i t 1 2  action against the army o f Mu i t  or remindj us of th e  1 U a r  

puniabr&fit© /hich, in * few cares, he acted out to corrupt o f f ic ia ls ,  

binding i t  d i f f ic u l t  and inconvenient, i f  n ot actually  impossible, to

a
Cl) ft pH &OM  rf »i s t  m f  3 * M  ¥ m r * %  sstatos at her dosth.iEhS

muwo o f Pr-te u l a m i f t  and Uttas Singh Uajitjhi aulfoi *d
skill ar fa te . rfho cost s trik in g  example, however, 1 3  ->i W u.ce ILhar.-k 
Singh, the I4ah*&r\)a* s cldest sen and hair~uppar*ai, who wss ou&pal*ed 0 0  

his mother1*  sash and omasoats with §>006^000 iu^oao u* tuc royal 
treasury. Her other Del endings, worth another bjCCC,000 rup< ....,
Uvided in to  th ree  s^u&X p ^ rts , -  tmo t e r  tho S ta te  mb t*.o p a r ts  lo r  
^ :*rik S in jh  end Ibui k'ihoi Bingh r e s p e c t iv e ly • G r if f in  w n t iu :  * n a .ijil d id  

b4.pr*ovc o f  horfcbitory w ealth  and honour, oud l i k e  liar^ u isiu o  Supor&us 
struck down a l l  the t i l l  p op p ies in h is  garacu. " B e a j it  3ia*U,p«CO* dco 
~U3© Bucgei1 s travels, p.369.
(2) Moor cro ft*  3 T ra v els , 1 ,1 0 1 .
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cb&cte h ia  o f f i c e r s  from acoumul at.ie~ l^ rro  s u n  cf roney by neons of 

bribery ^nd e x to r tio n , he v&iteu p a t ie n t ly , m l w ithout p r o te s t , for a 

cor ’2 favourable opportunity when ho m ight summarily ccn fia ea ta  a portion  

o f th e ir  wealth* Sis eh a p r a c tic e , crude as i t  may se«a to  our modern

no

o f " S ta te  i r  rrM ch th e  d e t a i l s  o f  adm inistration  depended ale eat e a t ir o ly  

on in d iv id u a l i& lti& tiv o , mcl not on any w ell-d efin ed  code o f  r e g u la tio n s . 

Pwisbmerits such as th e se , however, trere awarded only in extraordinary  

ea ses. Gridin a r i ly , the more eq u itab le  metheds o f f in e s ,  d ism issa ls , and
i

irp r i soaron t  were f  o l 1 owed. *

(1 ) Tho a lso  p ossessed  * p ecu lia r  ap titu de for  a te ia is tW in g
rebuke;: reprimands to  h is  o f f i c i a l s .  This cay bo i l lu s t r a te d  by a
oa’ioreoo in sta n c e  in  whxoha KSrcdSr was stsfcoacci to  Lahore on a ohar&o o f  
in f  I ictia ,q  improper s e v e r i t i e s  on the peop le. Ir. being; admitted xn ;t.

r preTencc, the harder in qu notion found h ie t i l l e d  with wrath and 
i l l -d i-  3poi?od t c  l* ? tsn  tc a reasonable oxp lm ation  o f hi.3 connuot. Accord
in g ly , ha thought i t  b e t te r  to  put forward the f o i l  owing a p o logetic  defence  
**y,>ur Hiajlmoso* Ones upon a time th ere  >'--.3 a s a in t  who spent away many 
yearn o f  hi l i f e  in s p ir i tu a l  meditation. and voluntary confinem ent. Ho

PASS ro - • v.h?:n in hi faowr o l •.;• • or _« r v  stores*,
the -■ . &dc rerl.d* people biar.au him *;r id l in g  away .so many year* o i h is  
1 i f ; ,;d roduciag h im self tc  x m iserab le coacliticn* The horn i t ,  however*
■rlv c in r;ou  to  Uavo oajoyad tho c e l e s t ia l  proaoneo c f  Sod, more
tl.ir* roci-.xo4Tj.6d to  h is  l o t .  Such, 'four Highness, i s  tho caao with ei$.
Xcu tiay per don c,.:, im prison me, or even s-xvteao© xro tc  death, but a< thing  
cm deprive a*e o f  tho p le x o r ©  th at I h *vo g^ nod  by ob ta in in g  a glim pse  

your V  OttatCftil&eC** The &ftbbl1 ;j I, who lAd i . It B
story it l:  a eh araeirr i v t ic  tw ink le in a: ayo, a ado to* 1 allow ing s x g a i-
f ic  n t  rcoafekt" Go, I pardon ih eo . Xhou a rt indeed i  c l w ar fellow * u*d 
t  ;v ccncccwod a n ice  -viory.' His answer shows c le a r ly  th a t he hah iu i iy  
under stood Us a t th e  «aoodoto r e la ted  by the h u rcu  had no bearing on tho 
o i l  on CO in  bu ca tio n  but was only untenuod to  soothe h is  anger, f e t  ho par- 
Icnod the* o f f i o i a l ,  n o t because he was carried  away by f la t t e r y ,  but simply 
he considered  ho bad boon s u f f ic ie n t ly  MlMftlMNU Ibe Karuar in  question,w ac  
my ;:.r€*t~uncl© *?ho r e la te d  the in c id en t to  my fa th er  some fo rty  years ago.
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Tho A cq u isition  o f  tho Koh-i-Nur*

Tho main fa o to  concerning tho manner in whioh B an jit became 

possessed of tho Koh-i-Nur have become a m atter o f  common knowledge*

Never the l o s s ,  they nood to be specially noted in connection with h i3  

ch aracter. I  hive already mentioned in the second chapter how Shah Shu/a, 

tho ex-Ring o f  Kabul, a fte r having been deposed by his brother, had 

scught refuge w ith tho governor o f  Kashmir. In 1313, however, the Shah 

was compelled by Patch Qian's conquest o f  that province, to accompany 

tho Sikh general, Mchkm Oh and to Lahore* Han j i t 1 s object in  offering  

an asylum to the Afghan monarch was to use him as an instrument of 

in tr ig u e  against the ru lers o f  Kabul. In  the same year, Shah Shu Jo* 3 

w ife, Vifa Begam, also arrived in Lahore. Soon a fte r they took tho ir  

resid en ce in a house provided fo r  them, tho Maharaja demanded tho 

surrender of the K h-j-N ur. The ex ile  stated in return that tho 3tone 

was in  the possession of 3 banker, to whom i t  had been pawned fo r a 

largo sum of money. In  spite of a ll  kinds of persuasion and cajolery, 

including the o ffer of a substantial Jagir. the Shah adhorod to his 

assertion, and \yn0UuL the possession of tho diamond. H an jit, in  order 

tc  prevont the Jewel from being sent away, ordered guards to be 30t round 

the Afghan's residency. Not only were a ll  those who le f t  tho building  

subjected to a closo search, but no food was allowed to bo sent in for  

t*c days. 3oco correspondence purporting tc have been carried on between 

tho ex-oonarch and Fateh Q\an ftazi^r, was also produced, as showing the 

§IOr#t designs of the 3hah against Han j i t  Singh, who, however, allowed
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tho fu g it iv e  two month• s  r e s p ite  to  enable him to  redeem the stone frc® 

the banker. A fter the expiry o f th at period , t ir e d  o f  perpetual harass

ment and fearin g  an even vror3e fa te , the Shall agreed to  y ie ld  the diamond 

on con d ition  o f the Maharaja*3 solemn promise o f  fr ien d sh ip . A document 

was drawn up ia  which R anjit pledged him 3olf on the two Sikh S crip tu res  

to  b e fr ien d  the ex ilo ^  and to endeavour to re s to re  him to  h is  throne.

Sbu/a then in v ite d  the Sikh c h ie f  to  h ie resid en ce to  r e c e iv e  the  

diamond in  person. The la t t e r  arrived  w ith Dewaa Bhawani Bass and a 

few othor attend ants, and i t  i s  Said that he was rece ived  in  s i le n c e ,  

which continued unbroken for about an hour. At l a s t  R aajit reminded the 

Shah o f  the o b jeo t o r  h is  v i s i t ,  and the la t t e r  beckoned to one o f h is  

eunuchs to  bring the jew e l. A packet was produced and unwrapped before  

the Sikh Chief, who, when he saw the ston e , s e ise d  i t  and immediately 

l e f t  the house, fo r g e tt in g  oven to  bid farew ell to  h is  h ost.

1) After th lc  ep isode 3h~h 3hu]*a was allowod more l ib e r ty , which he abused 
by carrying on in tr ig u e s  aga in st both the Sikhs and tho A rcana. L etters

rsrs, $C si S c i
l l t t l r  were cul tured by th? Sikh3. In th ese , *Azim was exhorted to

t ri1 e ($ la  wer-L-o a jo in t  attack on the 
P n jab . The Shah denied a ll  knowledge c f  th ese  le t t e r s ,b u t  did not d is 
pute :V.eii' genuineness. On the contrary, he asked the Maharaja tto punish  
Shor Mohammed in  whatever way he l ik e d . R anjit, a fte r  in f l i c t in g  on him 
b od ily  chastisem ont, sen t him tc  prison; but a fte r  a short tim e, tho 
Stfhh pWShasad h is  fo llo w er* s r e le a se  by paying S s .20^000. In the fo llo w 
ing year, however, fresh  in tr ig u e s  were brought to  the n o tic e  o f  the  
Sikh ru ler  by bin o f f i c i a l s ,  upon which he lo s t  h is  temper and decided to  
deprive the Shah o f -ill th? Jovrels he p ossessed . He now sen t Bhaya Ram 
Singh with one o f h is  own w ives to search the house and the Son ana o f the 
Afghan Monarch,and to c o l le c t  a l l  the va lu ab les which could be found.Th? 
in s tr u c t io n s  are s ta te d  to have been thoroughly carried  out by tho agents, 
the lady not sparing even the w ives and female servan ts o f  the ex-Ring 
fro® search . Thus i l l  th a t was worth p o ssessin g  was appropriated. Soon 
ifterwardi* t h e  ****& M e  €*»>;ily ix> 4»vjMV-3P3- "ee P r in s e p 's
H istory of R anjit Singh, up. 96-99 and Hue<*el*s t r a v e ls ,  uu.

374-75*
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This s to r y , as I havo rc la to d  i t ,  i s  one which ha3 boon acooptcd  

by most w r iter s  on R anjit Singh. I t  mainly agroo3 w ith tho f a c t s ,  as 

they arc ren tion od  by Shah Shu ja-ul-M ulk in h is  autobiography. The 

Hindu ch ro n ic ler  3 o f  R a n jit , howevor, a sse r t  th a t Vafa Beg am, tho w ife  

of tho ex iled  King had sen t a messenger to  the Maharaja, prem ising him 

the Koh-i-Nur i f  ho would n o t surrender her husband to  h is  deadly enemy, 

Patch ghan and th a t tho subsequent demand was in  referen ce to  t h is  

premia®. Tho 3hah, on the other hand, denied any such montion o f  the 

jewel by h is  w ife . Tho l e t t e r s  produced as proving the com p lic ity  o f  

Shah 3huj*a in  an ti-S ikh  in tr ig u e s , aro variou sly  estim ated  by h is to r ia n s .  

Some aro b e lie v e d  to  bo forged , w hile o th ers may have boon genuine. 

U nfortunately, tho3o l e t t e r s  aro not in ox istan ce to  form tho b i3 is  o f  

an independent oxam ination.

Subject to  what I havo s ta te d  in  tho preeoding paragraph, tho 

treatm ent mated out by R anjit 3ingh t o  Shah Shu j s' was contrary to  a l l  

ideas o f  h o s p ita l i ty .  I t  a lso  formed a con trast with h is  usual conduct 

toward® other royal f u g i t i v e s  who sought h is  p ro tec tio n . G enerosity  

cer.andod th a t a fa l le n  monarch should havo been 3parod with h i3  p r iv a te  

belongings^and trea ted  *ith  due d ig n ity  and r e sp e c t . For R anjit Singly 

however, i t  must bo sa id  th a t ho oxtortod the Kch-i-Kur in  the 3ame

£cotrn;- t? contl miad fr.cm praviuua k3&g;

3co ?rin3op#3 History of Ranjit 3ingh, pp.96-99 and Huogolf s 
Travels, p p .374-75.
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year in  which ho was treacherously  deceived  by the Afghans in  tho © attar  

c f  the reward promised to h it by Fateh 8ftan for  h i3  co-opora tion

againet Kashmir, Heneo th e Sikh r u le r , at the tim e, was not in c lin e d

to  be magnanimous towards th e  ex-King o f  h i3 enem ies. Secondly, the

p ossession  o f  th at rare stone by an e x ile d  and adventurous p rin ce , such

as Shah 3huJ*a, was a p o te n t ia l source o f  danger tc  th e peace o f  a l l

neighbouring states^  and th e  Panjab. I t  was almost oortain  th a t tho

jew el, i f  allowed to  remain with that in tr ig u in g  and d iscon ten ted  p rin ce ,
1

would havo boon applied by hi© to a w arlike purpose. Sooner or la t e r
uHtO

ho isould have l o s t  p o ssess io n  o f  i t ;  fo r  i t s  va lu e / 30 w ell known in  

India, th a t one or o th er  o f  the c h ie f ta in s , whose oou ntries he traversed , 

would have acted in  a manner s im ila r  to  R anjit Singh# F in a lly , apart 

these con sid era tion s, i t  mu3t be remembered th a t in  fo r c ib ly  ex to rtin g  

Koh-i-Mur» th e  ru ler  o f  the Pan jab merely acted upon a w ell 

esta b lish ed  \ reoedont, according to  which t h is  in va lu ab le  diamond, s in ce  

time immemorial, changed hand3 among various r u lers  and at d if fe r e n t  

tim es.

(1 ) In 1334. tho Shah so ld  one va lu ab le  diamond to R anjit Singh fo r  
Rc.SOjO t probably spent the money in  the preparations o f an 

ed itio n  to  Afghanistan. Huegelf s  T ravels, p .375.
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R anjit Singh as a S o ld i or.

R a n jit p ossessed  tho p r e c ise  q u a li t ie s  which make a groat 

so ld ia r . As 3tatod  in  a previous paragraph, ha had acquired in h is

youth a thorough knowledge o f  tho variou3 a rts  o f  w arfare. With th is

e s s e n t ia l  q u a lif ic a t io n , he combined a n atu ra lly  v i r i l e  physique, a strong

determ ination and an undoubted personal courage. Th©30 q u a lit ie s  v/oreJ

shown in  many f ie ld s  o f  b a t t le  in  which the Maharaja commanded h is  own

tro-jps and d irected  th e ir  o^ erati n s . He p ossessed  sound viov/s on ✓

m ilita r y  a f fa ir s ,  which induced him to  centre h is  aims w ithin  l im it s  o f  

reasonable p ro b a b ility , and to avoid exhausting h is  stren gth  on w ild  and 

hazardous p r o je c ts . Thu3 hi3 p lans wore always o f  a p ra ctica b le  nature. 

This i3  ev id en t fBcm tho manner in whioh h is  p r in c ip a l campaigns wore 

conducted, s p e c ia l ly  th ose on th e north-w e3t fr o n t ie r . R anjit always 

engaged the Afghans and the tribesmen o f  th a t region in the tran3-Indu3  

p la in s , but never follow ed them in to  tho h i l l s .  By a cauticu3 and carefu l 

m ilita r y  p o lic y , ho subdued h is  numerous enemies and created  an 

ex ten siv e  kingdom.

The r u le r  o f  tho 3ikh3 has boon compared with other g rea t  

conquerors, -  Mohammed Ali o f  Egypt, Frederick tho Groat, and O liver  

Cromwell. Jacquomont c a l l s  him "a Bonaparte in  m in ia tu re .” There are 

severa l p o in ts  common between R anjit Singh and th ese r u le r s , e s p e c ia lly
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Ore© w ell and Napoleon. Alike in  th© cudden-no ?s o f  tho r i s e  md f a l l  

o f h i3  Kingdom, the oaroor o f  tho Sikh p oten ta te  resem bles th a t o f the  

Puritan Protootor o f  England and th e revolu tionary Enpcror o f  Prance.

Dut there are p o in ts  o f  co n tra st between them, rhioh aro no lo s 3  con

sp icuous. U nlike their. B anjit Singh laoked the advantages o f  education, 

lie had to  e s ta b lis h  h is  authority  over a land in  which no s ta b le  p o l i t i c a l  

in s t i tu t io n  had e x is te d  for  nearly  a century; and, la s t ly ,  h is  p o l i t i c a l  

aims threatened from th e very beginning o f  h is  career to u n ite  h is  

fu ture su b jec ts  aga in st h im se lf . While both Cromwell and Napoleon rose  

in to  greatn ess as tho lo a d ers o f  the people, but made them tho instrum ents  

of personal aggrandiifcment; B en jit  proceeded, at tho o u tse t o f  h is  

re ig n , to destroy tho only popular in s t i tu t io n  which tho Elialsa p ossessed , 

namely the Gu run at a. Thus tho r u le r  o f  tho Panjab had to  take the 

f i r s t  step  in  h is  m ilita r y  career with p ecu lia r  caution .

Statesm anship.

BanJit cannot r e c e iv e  a prominent p lace among co n stru ctiv e  

statesm en. ®his i s  in volved  in h is  fa ilu r e  to e s ta b lish  thoroughly  

e f f ic ie n t  organs o f  ad m in istration , p a rtly  duo to  h is  continual pre

occupation w ith m ilita ry  en te rp r ise s ,b u t c h ie f ly  owing to h is  want of any 

l ig h e r  p o l i t i c a l  conception than th a t c f  personal r u le . His genfcfcs seems 

tc  have grasped only the su p e r f ic ia l  a sp ects ©f the groat impulse
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l l  |  to t  lO^cf tho Punjab by Gurus Nanak and Gobind, and ho

strove to  employ I t  fo r  tho attainm ent o f  h is  own p o l i t i c a l  ambitions* 

B esides t h is ,  the Sikh ru lor was a lso  resp o n sib le , though perhaps not 

to the 3ame ex ten t as i s  commonly supposed, fo r  fa ilu r e  to  provide  

against or even to  a n tic ip a te  th a t chaos and confusion which recurred  

scon a fte r  h is  death. A c lo s e  study o f  tho p o l i t i c s  of tho period  

su ggests , indeed, sev era l c o n f l ic t in g  co n sid era tio n s, ffh ile  on tho one 

hmd, i t  may be rea d ily  agreed th a t R anjit, i f  ho had s u f f ic ie n t ly  

exerted hitn3olf, could have weakened tho m^re powerful personal elem ents 

of h is  Courh, and thereby considerably reduced the chances o f  th e ir  

challenging the authority  o f h is  su ccessors; on the othofc hand, i t  seems 

probable th a t even such a p o licy  would have fa i le d  to  prevent the u ltim ate  

dec y o f  h is  3 ta to . At the most, i t  might have postponed such a fa te

for a l i t t l e  w h ile . The decay was sure to  come .sooner or la t e r ,  -  sooner

rather than la t e r  as tho experience o f h istory  ha3 shown in  s im ila r  oases* 

Prom tho very nature o f  the ru le  which he had s e t  up ovor tho Panjab, i t

was obvious th a t h i3 empire could not l a s t  long a fte r  him. The ru lor o f

the Sikhs wa3 , in fa c t ,  a so ld io r -k in g  l ik e  Cromwell, ru lin g  over a people  

inbued /rith a g g ressiv e  m i l i t a r i s t i c  id o a s. Only a man of an indocutablo  

w ill and personal ascondmoy could hold such people in  su b jection . I t  

was improbable that any su ccesso r , under tho circum stances, would be able  

to m aintain h is  p r e s t ig e  ovor the Sikhs.
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N everth eless, th© Maharaja a isp layod  remarkable p o l i t i c a l  wisdom 

and sa g a c ity  in  m atters o f  m i l i t  ary o rg a n isa tio n . In p o in t o f  such 

reco n stru ctio n , indeed, he may be assigned  a unique p lace among Indian 

monarch©. At an early  period  o f h is  ro ign , ho had begun to  r e a l i s e  the  

p o ss ib le  contingency o f  co n testin g  w ith  th e B r it ish , at some fu ture  

t in e , the is s u e  o f  supremacy in  northern India* Jtonce ho had str iv en  

to b u ild  up a form idable fo rc e . This was achieved by su c c e ss fu lly  

en grafting  on the f ig h t in g  m ateria l o f  India the European methods o f  

d r i l l  and d is c ip l in e .  $ t  i s  true th a t R anjit was by no moans tho f i r 3 t  

among Indian p o ten ta tes  to  appreciate tho value o f tho western 3ystom 

of w arfare, or tc  attempt tho in trodu ction  o f  tho 3ame among Indian troop s. 

N everth eless , ho deserves tho c r e d it  o f  carrying out t h is  p o lioy  more 

thoroughly and com prehensively than o th ers.

In the c i v i l  departments a lso , th e Maharaja introduced certa in  

improvements. Though h is  organ ising ta le n ts  were not turned to  b en e fi

c ia l  le g is la t io n ,  ho paid a tte n tio n , at le a s t  in  the la to r  period  o f  

h i3 re ign , to  tho 03tto lishm en t o f a working system o f revenue and Judi

c ia l  adm in istration . A art from crea tin g  a cen tra l s e c r e ta r ia t  at tho 

c a p ita l ,  ho rev ived  a regu lar machinery o f p ro v in cia l government. This 

was a l l  done in  a country where p o l i t i c a l  and a&nini s t r a t i  ve ohao3 had 

p rev a iled  fo r  severa l gen eration s. R anjit in s is te d  upon h i3 lo c a l o f f i c ia l
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ju b o itt in *  th a ir  aooount3 y S P ieS tea ily  for  h i3  own personal oxnnination.

Ha p ossessed  :n ox trlord  inary memory which enabled him to  remember

in tr io a te  f ig u r e s  by heart and t© audit the acoounts and s e t t l e  tho 

payments o f  d if fe r e n t  d i s t r i c t s .  Bo could c r i t ic i3 0  ovary f in a n c ia l  

item presented to  him by h is  Kardars, and though un-educated, always

undertook to correct the r e c e ip ts  v;f income and di ib^ursoront issu ed  by
1

h is  s e c r e ta r ie s .

Taro th in g s  aro of p a r ticu la r  s ig n if ic a n c e  in connection w ith  

our study o f  Han j i t  S in gh 's conduct a3 an adm in istrator. Tho f i r s t ,  h is  

appreciation  o f  the va lu e o f  European d is c ip lin e ;  and, secondly, h is  

ju d ic io u s d iscr im ination  in tho s e le c t io n  o f h is  o f f i c i a l s .  The f i r s t  

p o in t has been already examined. The second, however, needs furth er  

explanation' I f  we consider the various departments o f 3tato^and study 

the d if fe r e n t  c la s s e s  o f  so c ie ty  fro© whioh tho o f f i c i a l  heads wore 

se le c te d , we fin d  what ca refu l and sagacious d iscr im ination  was shovm 

by the iiaharaja. In other words, he se le c te d  the r ig h t  men for  the r ig h t  

p lace and attached much importance to  tho hereditary in s t in c t s  and tr a 

d it io n s  o f  tho variou s c la s s e s  o f  h is  su b jec ts . For example, he was 

3hrowd enough to  understand that the IE an j h a J a t s  were pre-em inently a

Cl) Oanesh Dass so p h a iiso s  the wonderful memory o f  R anjit,w ho, he says, 
remembered the namc3 even o f the most ju n io r  c lerk s o f h is  estab lish m en ts
ind o f  almost a l l  tho towns in  th© Panjab. Ho a lso  could recogn ise  tho  
people 'hte he had 3een only once many years b efo re . R i3 a la -i-3 a h ib
Uutna, f.G 2.
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fig h t in g  c la s s ,  and, a3 such, oould nowhere be more p r o fita b ly  employed 

than in  n a tion a l defence. Thus he would seldom en tru st the rep resen t-  

t a t iv e s  o f  t h is  m artia l community vrith the d u ties  o f  o iv i l  ad m in istration . 

Again, we fin d  th a t revenue and s e c r e ta r ia l departments wore in variab ly  

: iv o n  ovor to  ihrowd Hindus and Brafcrt/n0,- a communily /hose members had 

always occupied m in is te r ia l p o sts  oven in  tho Mohammedan courts o f Dehli 

and Kabul. Tho d iplom atic 3orv ico , on tho other hand, was u su a lly  f i l l e d  

by the landed a r istocracy  and gentry o f the province, whose w ealth  and 

v ested  in te r e s t  would induce thorn to  discharge th e ir  d u tie s  with zeal 

and in te g r ity .  ‘

H anjit ha3 boon represented  by most European w r iter s  as a 

monarch who carod l i t t l e  fo r  the w elfare o f h is  subjects? and who allowed 

'.13 lo c a l o f f ic e r s  a free  hand in  adm inistration , so long as the in s t a l 

ments o f  revenues poured regu larly  in to  h is  treasu ry . Such view s,

(1 )  The more important and in tr ic a te  part o f  the d u tie s  was, however,
en trusted  to  the r e a lly  c lo v er  a sso c ia te s  o f  those men. fo r  example, the 
D c lit io a l  m i3sion3 which v i3 ito d  tho Governor General, though composed pf
high d ig n ita r ie s  l ik e  Jamadar Hiushal Singh, Raja Sochet Singh and Sirdar
Hari Singh Nalwa, a l30 included m in ister s  o f tr ie d  p o l i t i c a l  wisdom^and

erienco  l ik e  the three Pa i r  b rothers,and  Dew an Moti Rabf Bhavnni
DaZ3 and Gang?. Ran.
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however, apart from being based on su p e r f ic ia l con sid era tion s o f pre

v a len t circum stances, are in  s tr ik in g  con trast with the testim ony o f  

contemporary Indian a u th o r it ie s . The tru e explanation appears to  bo th a t

in such an age o f  d e fe c t iv e  and in s u f f ic ie n t  means o f  communication, tho 

Sikh ru lor found i t  n ecessary  to en tru st h is  p ro v in cia l governors w ith  

far wider d iscro tin a ry  powers than would be thought expedient at the  

present day. That 3uoh d elega tion  shouA  sometimes load to m al-adm ini3-

tr a tio n  by lo c a l agents was but n a tu ra l, e s p e c ia lly  in  tho absence o f  any

W3l l -d e f in e d  c o n s t itu t io n a l checks on th e ir  l ib e r ty  o f  action  or system

a t ic  means o f  d e tec tin g  th e ir  tra n sg ress io n s .

T his, however, does n et moon th a t the Maharaja was unmindful o f  

tho w elfare o f  h i3  su b je c ts . On the contrary, ho provided sev era l sa fe 

guards ag a in st o f f i c i a l  oppression  and mis-management. In the f i r s t  

p lace , at the c a p ita l i t s e l f ,  ho devised  a moans o f keeping h im self in  

touch with h is  people by f ix in g  a box o u tsid e  h is  resid en ce in  which tho 

su b jects could lodge th e ir  com plaints. Tho key3 o f  th is  box were always 

kept by the Maharaja. Secondly, he onlargod h is  acquaintance with the 

condition  o f  h is  su b jec ts  in  d if fe r e n t  d i s t r ic t s  e ith e r  by v i s i t in g  them 

at in te r v a ls  or e l s e  by sending h is  more resp o n sib le  m in iste r s  for

in sp ec tio n . L a stly , he used to  su b ject h is  p ro v in c ia l governors to  a

searching cross-exam ination  at the time o f th e ir  v i s i t s  to  Lahore for
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d ep o sitin g  in sta lm en ts o f revenue in tho troasury. Through moon3 3uch

as th eso , R anjit sought to m aintain h is  in to r o s t j  in tho w elfare o f
1

tho p eop le.

(1 ) Wo have ample evidence o f  Indian ch ron ic lor3 showing R o n jit#s  
freyuent in s tr u c t io n s  to  h is  HSairas and Kardars tc  promote tho w ell-b e in g  
o f th© p eop le . Sohon Lai repeated ly  a llu d gytc the despatch of one or 
cthor o f h is  export m in is te r s  to  various d i s t r i c t s  w ith in s tr u c t io n s  to  
a sse ss  the revenues, decide th e  ca ses , prepare the accounts, find  out new 
rsturces o f  income and expenditure, and study the con d ition s o f the inhab
it a n t s  and the p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o f th e ir  betterment* Vide Tarikfe-i-R o n lit  
Singh, f f . 325,430,454, 457,45$, 461,406, and 514. One s ig n if ic a n t  oaso i s  
the reduction of the revenue, and other measures for th© a lle v ia t io n  o f  
d i3 tro s3  among the in h a b ita n ts  o f  Kashmir during the famine and earth ;uake 
o f  1827: f .5 5 2 . Proa But! 3hah*s MS. ( f .4 0 2 ) ,  and R isa la -i-S a h ib  NumI 
( f • 02) by Ganesh DSss, we fin d  th a t the Mahlraja, in  h is  ia s tr u f t io n s  to  
tho KardSra* in v a ria b ly  enjoined upon them the n e c e s s ity  of safeguarding  
tho in te r e s t s  o f  the c u lt iv a to r s  and o f regu larly  supplying h im  with tho 
accounts c f  th© T&aluqas. The fo llow in g  language was gen era lly  employed 
in such ord ers: . Au t ,

+ m ,  ij < s ~ y * * "  ■7

In 1831, Capt.Wade, th e B r it is h  P o l i t ic a l  A ssista n t at Ludhiana, 
wrote on the su b ject c f  R a n jit13 sp e c ia l oar© to  provent tho sp o lia t io n  
c f  crops by hi.3 moving columns: "Tho Ghorcheras and o th ers wore almost 
a ll  d iscounted . U is  Highness sa id  th at bo had ordered thorn to  send th e ir  
hor3©s away th a t th© country might not be d is tr e sse d  by supporting thorn, 
which lod  no to  enquire whether ho hhd any reg u la tio n s to  r e s tra in  the  
troop s from destroying the crops in  th e ir  l in e  o f march. Ho sa id  th at  
he had the rac3t p ro h ib itiv e  orders in  force  on th© su b ject and took prompt 
end severe n o tic e  o f  any in fr a c t io n  o f them. H is a tten tio n  to  th© pre
servation  o f  th© crops from depredation i s  remarkable. F©w ch io f3  e x e r c ise  
a more r ig id  control ovor th e  conduct o f th e ir  troops than ho does." Wade 
to th e Secretary o f  tho Gov. General, Adlnanagor, 25th May, 1331; Bengal 
P o l i t ic a l  C onsu lta tions, Range 120 ,v o l . 3 0 .(Ind ia  O ffice  MSS Records). 
L a stly , Sohan L il ,  in  h is  IJmdut-ul-ljffirltsb (d a ftar  111,part IV ,p .515)
3 ta te s  th a t in  1333 the Sikh ru ler  issu ed  an I-shtihsLr Hama (proclam ation)

to  most o f  h is  p ro v in cia l farmers and Iagirdar3t namely Rajas Go lab Singh 
and Sochet Singh, it isa r s  B o ll Ram, Rup L^l and Rib Kishan, Sirdar Lehna 
Singh M ajl^hia, Colonel Mehan Singh, Bhais iv ad
Surjin  Singh^and Dow an Sawon Mai asking thorn to  koop in  viow tho so lic itu d e
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In con clu sion , i t  may be sa id  th a t  con sid erin g  the s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  

co n d itio n  o f  the country over which he ru led , the government o f R anjit 

Singh was su rp r is in g ly  m ild  and m erc ifu l. I t  i s  worthy o f remark th at,d u rin g  

the whole o f  h is  re ig n , he never adm inistered c a p ita l punishm ent.1 R anjit  

alone deserves the c r e d it  fo r  what he achieved, -  a more co n s is ta n t and u n i

form system  o f adm in istration  and a g rea ter  amount o f peace and p rosp erity  

for  th e  people than they had enjoyed fo r  above a hundred years, mmdr b es id es  

transform ing the S ikhs, numbering only h a lf  a m ill io n , in to  th e  s tro n g est  

n ation  in  In d ia .

>otnote continued from previous p age: and p rosp erity  o f  the su b jec ts  in  a l l  
ad m in istra tive  m atters, s p e c ia l ly  in  c o l le c t io n  o f  revenue, and to  avoid every  

kind of oppression  o f the c u lt iv a to r s .  The o r ig in a l reads as fo llo w s:

L) In t h i s  connection , I may quote the fo llow in g  observation  o f Lord Lawrence 
on R anjit Singh: "True, he slew  and conquered as a l l  O rien ta ls  do, w ithout the  
s l i g h t e s t  fe e l in g  o f  r ig h t . But w ith him we hear o f no a f te r  m assacres; o f  no 
a fte r  im palings or f lo g g in g $ ;o f  no pyramids o f heads or o f  men, b u i l t  in to  
minars to  serve as m ilesto n es; o f  a l l  which a t r o c i t ie s  he must have had examples 
before him. He maimed but i t  was to  save l i f e  and to  c lea r  the highways o f  
robbers; but he never took l i f e  in  co ld  b lood . See C alcu tta  Review o f August 
1844. On the re lu ctan ce o f  the Maharaja to  adm inister b o d ily  punishm ent,see  
a lso  Huegel*s T ravels, p*317, P rinsepf s  R anjit Singh, p .1 8 0 ,and 0sbornef s  
The Court and Oamp o l Jtmjeet Sing^pp.94-95. The l a s t  w r iter  s t a t e s :  MHe r u le s  
with a rod o$ iro n , i t  i s  tru e; but in  j u s t ic e  to  him i t  must be s ta te d , th a t  
except in  actual open w arfare, he has never been known to  take l i f e ,  though 
h is  own has been attempted more than once^and h is  reign  w i l l  be found free r  
from any s tr ik in g  a c ts  o f  cr u e lty  and oppression than those o f many more 
c i v i l i s e d  monarchs." Another th in g  showing R a n jit 's  humanitatianism was h is  
order o f  p ro h ib itio n  a g a in st trade in  women and ch ildren  to which an a llu s io n  
i s  made Dip the Punjab Government Records, 1847-48, p .238.



CONCLUSION.

A. The Pm jab as M odified by the Rule o f  R anjit 3ingh.

At tho end o f tho 13th oentury, V " iijab  vns d iv ided  in to  

a number o f  p atty  p r in c ip a l i t ie s ,  th e load ers o f  which wsro in c e ssa n tly  

at war w ith  one another. Except the genera]ly  precarious a lle g ia n c e  o f  

the fo llo w e r s  o f each Rirdar to  h is  au th ority , tho people o f  the province  

were devoid o f a l l  sense o f  u n ity . The Sikh Confederacy had already  

i  the despotisms i f  the Kttgfeal. tad tv S

The MarVattas were a lso  th reaten in g  to  e s ta b lis h  th e ir  over lord sh ip .

Thus the Pan jab was merely a geographical expression  w ith no sense o f  

co-operation  among i t s  p eop le . R an jit, at h is  a ccess io n , applierl him

s e l f  w ith rare zea l and determ ination tc  the ta sk  o f  co n so lid a tin g  a 

dosini*. j  o f  g iv in g  u n ity  to  d iverse  and sc a tte r e d  elem ents, and of  

welding tho v i r i l e  com uni t i o s  in to  a w ell-ordered  s t a t e .  This was 

achieved by a system atic  p o lic y  o f  aggressive  p en etra tion , which, in  

turn^ depended upon the crea tio n  c f  a strong and d isc ip lin e d  fo rce .

tary *e forms & groat ex ten t th e  predatory h a b its  o f

the e a r l ie r  s o ld ie r s .  The Sepoys o f  h is  regular b a tta lio n s  m a ter ia lly  

b en efite d  by tho d is c ip lin e  which he imposed.

To the c i v i l  p opu lation , R anJit’ s  r u le  brought the advantages o f  

a c o n s is te n t  and uniform a d m in istra tion . Immunity from invasion  was
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the most im portant. Ho e s ta b lish e d  a decree of law and order, and of  

peace and secu r ity .w h ich  the peop le o f the Panjab hs-1 not enjoyed for  

almost a century. The r e s u lt s  became v i s ib le  in  the in creased  c u lt iv a t io n  

and growing commerce o f the cen tra l Pan lab. Had a few years more been 

vouchsafed to  him, th~ e f f e c t s  o f  h is  au th ority  would have become v is ib le  

in many other ways. We in fe r  th i3  from the foci; that, in  the la t t e r  years  

o f h i3 re ig n , he showed an eagerness for  in troducing many k inds of 

commercial and a d m in istra tive  reforms •s~ h is  kingdom. On the ?/hoie, he 

may be sa id  to  have succeeded in the u n if ic a t io n  o f  the Pan jab under h is  

independent scep tr e .

A .R anjit Singh*e r e s p o n s ib il ity  fo r  the U ltim ate D ecline o f the Sikh Power.

R a n jit  Singh has been held resp o n sib le  for  the u ltim a te  d e 

c l in e  v f h is  kingdom. I t  i s  g en era lly  sa id  th a t he committed the grave 

blunder c f  a llow ing the a c q u is it io n  o f v a st  t e r r i t o r ia l  power and 

in flu en ce  by the Qogra c h ie f s .  This v iew , cn the whole, has a substan

t i a l  elem ent o f tr u th . N ev erth e less , i t  must not be supposed th a t the  

I .h*raja v;r ;; b lin d  to  the dangers c f  M s p o lic y . He have seen already  

how he '/H tt ie d  doWH the p o sse ss io n s  o f  U s  S lr4SlV | :v m  to  the poll I 

c f  in cu rrin g  b la ro , fc r  in g ra titu d e  to  h ie  serv a n ts . In the c o n s is te n t  

p u rsu it cl  such a p o lic y , however, the kafcSraja f e l t  a c h a r a c te r is t ic  

d if f ic u l t y  o f  d estroying  v ested  in te r e s ts ,w h ic h  ho h im self had once



created . I t  i s ,  indeed, very d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  not almost im p o ssib le ,

for a despot, much o f whoso power depends on the maintenance o f  a ser .i-

feudal n o b il i ty ,  to  c u r ta il  the .1120 o f th e ir  h o ld in gs. Thus R anjit  

fa i le d  to fo llo w  c o n s is te n t ly  the p o lic y  o f  reducing the p eop le  o f  the  

Panjab to a more or lo s s  uniform p o l i t i c a l  le v e l;  the most g la r in g  

example of ouch a fa i lu r e  was the grant o f  an c^ tunjivo  and contiguous  

te rr ito ry  to a s in g le  Dc^ra fam ily .

This was, however, not the oni> o f  the ruin o f th o  3ikh

kingdom. There were sev era l o th e rs , .some s u p e r f ic ia l ,  o th ers fundamental. 

Fith the d iscu ssio n  o f  the s u p e r f ic ia l causes, vte are hardly concerned 

here. Among the fundamental ones, the most important was the d esp otic  

and personal character o f  the Mah^r^ja1"* ~u lc . That he was a H3 . in 

person’ i s  more p a r t ic u la r ly  true o f him than o f  severa l o th er  despots  

inown to h is to r y . Hence h is  death was certa in  to bring a ra p id  p a r a ly s is  

of the cen tra l au thority  in  the kingdom. His court a lso  was composed 

of d iv erse  elem ents and c o n f l ic t in g  in te r e s t s ;  and the harmonious 

cc-operation  o f  i t s  monhe-s wan only p o ss ib le  under h is  own u n ify in g  

authority . His m in iste r s  were m ostly fa v o u r ite s  and advonturors, v/ho 

h' d never been allowed to  e x e r c ise  much ; crscr a l in it ia t iv e ^  *nd were 

always taught to  r e f l e c t  u\  th e ir  a c t io n s  tho so lo  w i l l  o f t h e ir  

aionarch. Consequently, when th a t nennreh d ied , th o ir  e f f o r t s  were 

.1 x m  a in d iv id u a l gain and advantage rather then to  c o l l e c t iv e



b e n e f it ;  w hile the ab 3en ce  o f  iny com plete su ccessor revea led  tho 

in herent weakness o f  a i l  s t a t e s  based on personal ah :olutiwm.

Another cause iro se  from th e  presence on tho fr o n t ie r s  o f  tho 

Pan jab c f  a power w ith  moral and m ateria l standards and p o l i t i c a l  id ea s , 

d if fe r e n t  from th ose o f the S ikhs. This M 0 tho East India Company, 

tfh ilc studying the Anglo-Sikh r e la t io n s , we 3aw how d i f f i c u l t  i t  had 

become in tho la t t e r  days o f  tho M aharaja's ru le , to  r e c o n c ile  the

iTcial M^lrtUcAl cf th# 9&fllsl Ltb hi3 own m ilita r y  ambit 

I t  had a lso  become c lea r  that the two powers, each con scious c f  i t s

strength , could n o t remain p ea ce fu lly  in touch much lon ger . The

t  r r i t o r ia i  development o f the Company, in  the 13th and 10th centuries^

i l lu s t r a te d  the trend o f  i t 3  p o licy  to  1 but the most s u p e r f ic ia l

c/c s e r v e r s .  The Maharaja was aware of i t .  Ha knew how the 2ng i ish

comnercial in t e r e s t s  had r e su lte d  in  the absorption o f  Bengal ••■•hich, in

turn, had d e s tr o y e d , a s  he h im self sa id , a hundred thousand spoars o f

the M arhattas. That i s  why he resen ted  th e ir  in te r fer en ce  beyond the

S a tlu j . Thus v/c fin d  th:.': such su b tle  and fundamental causes were

working aga in st the indoi-endcnce c f  the Punjab, as tho g r c it  r u ler  of

tne Sikhs could not p o ss ib ly  provide a g a in st.



An Approximate Seale of Pay of RaaJ i t *  Singles O fficers and 

Men in the Regular Army.

Rank. 3tarting  Pay
Per Month.

llaSimue Fay 
r or Month.

General Rs. 375 Rs. 450
Colonel I t 250 2 : 325
Comssandont :: 00 22 125
Adjutant i t 30 22 55
Uajor * s 25 22 50
3ubddar i t 20 « . • • 35
Rislldar 2 : 35 ♦ • . . 50

JaoSd or s: 15 22 20
H:i'd*Trv» • . . . 12 ♦ • . • 10
gaik . .  . . 10 2 2 12
Sarian (Sergeant) :: 0 22 12
Phuriya (Ffcurier) 22 7& 2 2 1C
Sepoy 22 7 22 ■8 £

In  addition to this,ho  
received a horse allowance 
varying from 6 to 10 Rs. 
a month.

The starting  pay of a 
3ow5r (horseman) ranged 
from Re. 20 to 26.

.teil a 
Ehalasi
3aoaa (water c a rr ie r )  
Chari a l l  (tise-keoper) 
Sarbln (camel d river) 
Jhanda Bardar (ensign) 
Bel dar (cpadcswaan) 
M is trl (na^on)
Lanjrrl (cook)

3 4
1 4 i

4 5
4 5
5 0
5 6
3 i A
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Tho follow ing 3oaio , showing tho strength o f the A rtillory  

branch at d ifferen t period® o f Ban j i t  Singh13 rule, la  prepared by

tho author of tho Khalsa Darbar records, and published by hi© In tho
•  * 1 Journal o f Indian History c f  Sept* 19?r.

Y ear* No* o f  Men* No* o f  Guns* No* o f  Swivels*

1 8 1 0 -2 0 .  A*D* 834 22 100

1328—2 0 ^?73 130 280

1 3 3 3 -3 0 4£3S 183 280 B esid es  t h i s  
num ber,there were 
about ICC p ie c e s  p laced  
in  the v a r io u s f o r t s  
o f  tho kingdom*

(1 ) His estim a te  o f  Ordnanoo fo r  1333-30, w h ile  i t  la r g e ly  agroos
with those o f  Lord Auckland and Shah as a t A ll for  tho same year, 
d iffe r s  fBoa th e  one which was prepared by Capt* W illiam Murray, 
and published in  1834 by Prinsep (H istory o f  R an jit Singh, p. lo o ) .  
Murray put th e  number o f  guns a t yjtf^and o f  sw iv e ls  a t  370* He 
probably o ver-estim ated  th e  guns*



*<?!

'Eh® fo llo w in g  i s  tho L is t  o f  Suropean and American O ffic e r s  

?rho were employed by Ban J i t  Singh. A few o f  t hm d ied  w hile  in  tho 

Pmjabg o th ers  l o f t  tho Sikh se r v io e  e ith e r  in  Ran J i t 1 s  l i f e t im e  or  

a fte r  h i3 death .

Alvarin©
Allard
Amiss
Arg c»d
A v ita b ile
B a ttico
Barlow
Bianchi
BanSt
Oanora
Court
Oortlandt
Campbell
Dottonwoiss
Dubuigncn
D© l*Ust
do la  Hccho
Do la  Pont ( l e t )
: : (2nd)
Do PajhoyeJp^thor & 
De Pashoyo)
Perris
Poulkes
Fondrid
Ford
Fitsroy
Gillmor©
Gordon
Guthrie
Gardner
Garron
Hoeems

Son.

I ta l ia n
:

Ih glish  
Ita lia n  
French 
American 
Fran oh 
ft&glish 

s
Gorman
French

Hhglish

Shglish
:
:
t

Iriah-Amorio m 
French 
3paniard

In fantry
D evilry
Infantry

Died at Lahore
Died at Feshawar

C ivil employment

Infantry
Medical O fficer

#
♦

A r tille r y
♦

Infantry

Bnglacor
Infantry

:
: (K illed  by f a l l  from horse)

Cavalry Died at Lahore.

Cavalry (K illed  by rebel so ld ie rs)  

Infantry

Cavalry

A rtillery
Cavalry
Infantry

Diod in  Kashmir< 

Died a t  Lahore.
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33. Honigberger Goman Medical O fficer
34. Harlan A&erloan C iv il eoploymont
35. Hoimoc anglish In fantry
30. Host Greek ••

37. Hureleok : f•
3D. ifurbcn la n ia rd aaginaars
30 Hsurvoy English Medical O fficer
4C. J crv a is Preach Infantry
41. Leslie a l ia s  Rattray W tizlish :
42. Menton French Cavalry
43. M artindalc English Infantry
44. Mecvius Russian :
45. Metui
46. M&ephereoft English Infantry
47. Rosaaix French Engineer
43. Steinbech Austrian Infantry
40. 3torr
50, Sheaf
51. Then as Bhglish Infantry
52. Ventura Ita lia n :
53. Vochus Russian :
54. Weir *' •
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Tho to lliystM g  oatl»at©  -of tho rovoauoo o f  tho Sikh Eiagtiua, 

ao quoted  by Prinaop ii\ h is  H istory o f  Bandit Singh ( i . I&4)? was 

I r  ©par ad by C?.yt« Hurray, the  B r it ish  r o i i i ig & l A ss is ta n t at

labala*

Soul oos Rupooa por ¥e?x«

Land Bsvsva© a&d Xrihutoa X£> 403, tOC
ou otcM coo, eoc
Moharma (p r o f i t s  o f  I t t iU M  aad S oalo) 177;
T otal 1 ^ 5 8 ^  -

In add ition  to  th is ,  thare wa# iitooa© iron who Ja^ irj > whioh war©

gran tod by tho Waharaja to variou s S ird ars and n o ta b il i t ie s *  Murrey

o'*:3 ciliated  i t  at Hi* j W9j  I |W «  k i l g  cu t $ |

d ir e c t ly  rant in to  !a & J it#'!> Saoha^iiar*

The e n t ir e  a m i nu€? o f  the Ptnjab thus mounted to

n-s. r ^ , g w , f T  o )

( I )  T his :3ur» i s  appro *iw at a ly  aquivmlant to  the in  o owe o f  tho Mughal
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Tho Lahore barb ar: I t s  S tiq u e tte  and Ceremonial.

An attem pt hoc been Etade in  the l a s t  vac chapters

zq  t r - t a ©  w h e  o a r -  ? i * j  and di«eu.*J3 t h e  ©aiL p o i n t s  in  the v i e w s  a n d  

o ar ;0 /Ji ~1 b - v, ';li • SiVr. rulei^ -1 ai ;ir n o !.;> .1 c . rw iors. Hero I 

in tend  t .  do >1 w ith  c e r t  ->i» fti^cellanecus* topi v-vming to  the  

Cwuft, iiuch a? the Ur s ltd  u ana or of haldiag Dnrbir^. d ress o f i t s  

u ; ' ; , :  r r ,  A 1-k; . i f i d  u  I  .. .go t g r , -  -  —1 ■ —■ - 1 ■ I . j

a u th o r it ie s  on SiLit h is to ry  loei. to havo rag irdc.l the  ̂ to p ic s  or too 

t r i v i a l  to requ ire a iaethodieai treatoent* %nota©r cuise wha cun-

o

ti-it the P iaj !l> undir *U ajit Singh was in a a ta te  o f tran s it*  r.. Low 

sue* VI and p o ll  tic-ii oonvoiitions w r^ , doubtless, •-•e-Vviopirij under tho 

vigorous A-or.ion >.1 d ire c tio n  of the 3ih.;i ru le r ,  bu t they never beoai.o 

d e f in i te  r id  Till recognised ru le s .  The luck of s jS te r  in every 

branch of * .In xm s tr u t  ion i s ,  indeed, oae of tie  outtf v n  fe a tu re s  

gf Sr. j i t ’ s ru le  ever the Punjab. In thus a sireumrsvuaees, I sha ll  try  

i.i th e  fallowing aagos to  jivo a.5 a y s to ra tio  in aeoount as pcsa io le  of 

the varies.? tc . / ie s  ujsntionod abuve.
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A. Tho Time, tho P lace , and the Manner o f  holding Parbar3.

I t  was the usual p ra ctice  with R anjit Singh to

hold h i3  Darblr every day. There was no r ig id  ru le  about the tim e and

tho p lace o f  holding i t ,  although in praotioo i t  appears th a t moming3 

and afternoons wore s o t  apart for th e  purpose. Capt. Wado thus d escr ib es  

R 3 n jitf 3 d a ily  ro u tin e , as he observed i t  during h is  v i s i t  to  the Pan jab 

in 1831: " In th e hot weather the Mahsraja goes out about 5 .A.M., spends

an hour or two in  r id in g  and in sp ectin g  h i3  troop3, and then takes h is

f i r s t  meal, o ften  w ithout dismounting from h ia  horso. About 0 . A.M. he 

r e t ir e s  to  h ia  resid en ce  and hold3 a Court, rece iv in g  rep orts , is su in g  

orders to  h is  o f f ic e r s ,  and examining m inutely the f in a n c ia l accounts 

of h ia  governments h im se lf . At noon he r e c lin e s  for  an hour, having a 

secretary  by h is  s id e  to  w rit*  frees h is  d ic ta tio n , as d if fe r e n t  th in gs  

requ ir ing  execu tion  cro ss  h is  mind. At l.P .M . ho r i s e s  and spends an 

hour in  hearing a portion  o f  tho Granth read to  him, a fte r  which he

resumes h is  Cturt which l a s t s  t i l l  the day b eg in s to  c lo3o , when ho e ith e r

sends for a s e t  o f  dancing g i r l s  to  b eg u ile  tho tim e or seo ludos him-

s e l f  in  m editation  u n t i l  h is  seofcid rep a st. Ho goes to  bed between 8

and 9.P#W., i  secretary  s t i l l  being in attendance to  whcca ho freq u en tly
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d ic ta te s  h is  orders*  In tho co ld  weather, h© does not go abroad tin t i l  

noarly  0 .A.M. " In tho  Darbar tho Maharaja i s  ropr rented as s i t t in g
«p

on a gold or s i lv e r  Chair, whil© h i3  p r in o ip a l o o u rtio rs  s a t  on tho  

carpet in  fro n t o f  him. Raja Dhiln Singh stood with claspod hands 

behind h is  m aster, and ‘A fz lz -u l-d ln  sa t  on the f lo o r  by th e la tt© r* s  

s id e . Ho one was authorised  to  3peak u n t i l  addressed by th e  Sovereign, 

but a i l  had to be ready to  answer a question  or render an account. Only 

three persons at the Court o f  Lahore were allowed to  s i t  on ch a irs  in  

t t l  Darbar^  the two sons o f  the ruierrand the boy-Baja, Hira Singh. 

Audiences were granted at l e a s t  onco a day. The usual form o f  e t iq u e tte  

observed by a su b ject on being  admitted in to  the royal presence vra3, 

f i r s t ,  to bow l^w b efore  th e  Sovereign,and then to  make an o f fe r  o f  

money both as Sarwama and as Nasar. The former was in  cash, and tho 

la t t e r  e ith e r  in  cash or in  kind. Th© value o f  th©3c o f fe r in g s  d iffe r e d

(1) Oapt. Wado to  tho Secretary o f  tho Governor General, 31st May, 1331 
Bengal P o l i t i c a l  C on su lta tion s.,, (In d ia  O ffice  M3S.1

**-}«, aS ’j vA .ioj
(2) ftan jit did n ot have a throne. "My sword," he observed to  Huogel, 

u procures no a l l  the d is t in c t io n  I d esire; I am q u ite  in d if fe r e n t
to  ex tern a l pomp.” T ravels, page 238.

(3) She iS - iu r s  made a s a c r i f ic e  on b eh a lf o f  the Maharaja by waving
a purs© f u l l  o f  gold or s i lv e r  co in s over tho head o f  th© Sikh 

ru lor . The money thus c o lle c te d  was d is tr ib u ted  among th© poor. 
Hucgcl performed t h i s  ceremony with H s.?50. So© T ravels , page 80.
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in  proportion to  tho d ig n ity  o f  tho 3ubjoot, and thoro i s  no evidence  

o f  any r a te s  having boon f ix e d  fo r  tho purpose* Th" Maharaja would 

then address tho su b jec t o ith c r  d ir e c t  of* through one v>f h is  S irdars. 

People would attend tho Darbar fo r  two reasons* E ither they came at 

the royal summons, such as o f f i c i a l s  who came to  pay revenue in sta lm en ts  

or render accounts, or e ls e  for red ress  o f  grievances aga in st o f f i c ia l  

©ppro33ion. Sometimes th e  Maharaja decided the ca ses  p erson a lly ; at 

another tiro© he en tru sted  i t  t c  one or „fcher o f  h is  m in is te r s  for  

in v estig a tio n *  But in  e ith e r  case the f in a l  orders, on every question  

admitted in to  the Court, tfCr© passed a fte r  the Maharaja's personal 

approval* Most o f  the orders and despatches wore issu ed  in  th e  open 

Darbar, but those o f a more c o n fid e n tia l nature ware w ithheld  fran i t ,  

and war© only communicated to  the person conoomed, through a respon

s ib le  m in ister  b e s t  3uitod  fo r  the purpose*4

Barbara were not only h eld  in  tho SQxnrnfln 3urj at the  

c a p ita l ,  but a lso  on o cca sio n s o f  parad©3 and in  camp; and sp ec ia l  

m eetings were hold  on oooasions o f n a tion a l f e s t iv a l s ,  such as Dussehra* 

Hell .  Pi w a ll, and Basaant. I t  i s  from such extraordinary assem blies  

rath er than froti tho d a ily  m eetings in  tho fo r t  o f  Lahore, th a t we 

learn  aai . .portant and in te r e s t in g  fea tu r es  o f  tho Sikh Darbar. To

(1 ) In the Adventures c.r an O fficer  in  tho Punjab are mentioned
jevoral orders sen t by the Maharaja to Kangr?. and other p la ce s  in  
tho h i l l s  through*A zis-ul-dIn_and without tho knowledge o f  any 
other m in is te r , not oven o f  R ija  Dhian Singh.
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i l l u s t r a t e  t h is ,  I nay qjioto hare tho fo llow in g  passage from Hu op e l ’s
1

T r a v e ls . As tho reader w i l l  see , i t  i s  a very r e a l i s t i c  pon-picturo  

o f one o f  tho m eetings o f  the Court o f  Lahore. Ihe oocasion  was that 

o f th e  f e s t iv a l  o f  Bass ant (th e  advent o f  the spring^  and the p la ce  o f  

m eeting wa3 throe m ile s  from Lahore. *We crowded in  through a narrow 

doorway in to  the in te r io r ,  for th e g r e a te s t  freedom re ig n s  during tho  

f e a s t s  and cerem onies in  In d ia , and tho people wore a l l  p ressin g  forward 

to g e th e r . One p art o f  the Court was d iv ided  from the r e s t  by a Kan a t . 

or canvas 3oreon, and there sa t  Ran j i t  Singh in  an arm-chair under a 

largo  ten t o f  Kashmir s t u f f ,  yellow  l ik e  the oarpot, h im self, and every 

th in g  about i t .  I t  gave him a look  o f  ad d ition al u g lin e s s . Largo quan

t i t i e s  of 3 ir0 ya and oth er yellow  flow ers were sca ttered  about here and 

th e r e . Vigne £a fe llc w -tr a v a ilo r  o f  Hu-egel} and I were the only persons 

in  dark c lo th e s , Mohan (in terp reter^  being in  yellow , according to  the  

p re v a ilin g  fa sh io n . Here I saw Karak Singh, tho Maha Raja’ s  o ld e s t  son, 

whoso ex ter io r  prom ises very l i t t l e .  I was presented to  him, but could  

hardly fin d  t in e  to  speak a word, for tho Passant bo&un as soon as we 

had taken our sea t3 , and I found th a t i t  was in r e a l i t y  a lov^e, each 

person being expected, as at every opportunity hero, to  o f fe r  scr.e

(1 ) Pages 330-411
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present to tho I?ah a Raja. On hi 3 r ig h t hand 3  at Karat Singh; on tho

lo f t ,  tho fa v o u r!to , Raja Hira Singh; d iro o tly  oppoaite sa t Vigno and 

I on txrr-ohiirs and ooro to  tho l e f t  Sultan I’oharaod Khan and h i3  aor̂  

who cam© in  a f te r  us and brought w ith  them a presen t in  g o ld . Behind

the King stood the Jomidar, Sushet [3ochot^ Singht end General Ventura, 

while in the background were a number o f  the in fe rio r 3tate o fficers .

Fakir Sahib, fcfohon and tho Munshi stood near me. Hext came S ird ars, 

Rajas and Khan3̂  from d if fe r e n t  p rov in ces, a l l  bringing gold , among hot 

I recognised my fr ien d  Rahi© U llah Khan, tho Raja o f Rajawar. Tho 

©ort roc ark ab le f ig u re  was Z u lfikar Khan, one o f  the sons o f  the bravo 

M osaffer Khan, the former p ossesso r  o f  Multan, who entered w ith a proud 

bold bearing and then s<ruattod down i t s e d ia t o ly  l ik e  tho o th ers, h is  fo re

head and oheek being marked w ith a deep sccurv/hich somewhat r e l ie v e s  

his e x c e s s iv e ly  p la in  fe a tu r e s . A descend m t o f  o ia  o f  the Mohammedan 

•Bperors^who stro v e  w ith  Himaymrfor tho throne, a young nan and now a

Sirdar under R anjit 3ingh, 2 u lfik a r  Khan appeared to-day boforo h is  lo rd

for th e  f i r s t  tim e; he stood  for a w hile upright and looked about as

ruoh as so say th a t some o f  those Sikhs ought to  g iv e  him one o f  tho

a r r -e h iir s . I thought wo should have had a scon©, fo r  h is  eyes began 

to f la sh y  and he did n e t  ©von in c lin e  h is  head boforo R an jif Singh^ u n t il
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two o f  tho m asters o f  tho cerem onies who had th e ir  eyes upon him, 

p ressed  hi m down very roughly* 4s I gased round tho c i r c le ,  th e ir  variou s  

forme did not in sp ir e  mo w ith con fidence. Most o f tho Mohammedan 

Sirdar3 sa t  w ith  th o ir  l o f t  hand r e s t in g  cn tho ground, th o ir  r ig h t  

grasping a a o  woapoayrhich hung a t th o ir  g ir d le ;  and as I watched th e ir  

tjoi % irk lin g  -Ith  rage and th e ir  compressed l ip s ,  1 thought how 

sp eed ily  one cry to  arms would have converted t h i s  peacefu l f e s t iv a l  

in to  a scone o f  b lood . Tho garments they wore wore most expensive and 

gorgeous, those o f  Ttanjit only excoptod^who, as u su a l, was dressed  in  

h is  p la in  wrapping-gown. The dancing g i r l s  wore introduced, a l l  in  

yellow , and to  thorn th e  Maha ftnji sen t the s i lv e r  money which had boon
*v

prosen tod to  his.** %
,V

"Presently he ordered s i le n c e ,  and beckoning to  Mohan, spoke 

to hi© in  a low v o ic e :  t h i s  was a regu est that 1 would r e la te  so^o 

anecdote o f  m ilita r y  l i f e .  I sen t back for  answer, th a t  had I known h is  

wish e a r l ie r ,  I would have prepared m yself and Mohan, but th a t w ith such 

an inexperienced  in te r p r e te r , i t  would bo a very te d io u s  undert ik ing. 

Konjit zhon applied to f u l f i l a r  Khany*ho, w ithout r is in g , to ld  us a 

story i t h  the g r e a te s t  v iv a c ity  and eloquence, o f  being once surprised  

with th ir ty  ©on, by a party o f  f iv e  hundred, who© h© a t l a s t  drove back,



•carry in g  away w ith  me th is ,-*  ho said^ p o in tin g  to  h is  soar ."

B. Dr03303 o f  tho CourtIora.

3cme id ea  o f  tho d resses  o f  tho Sikh c o u r tie r s  can be
1

formed from tho accounts o f  European t r a v e l le r s  and Indian w r iter a .

Vq f in d  th a t  Paahnlna and tho wool&m o lo th  o f  Kashmir were tho m a ter ia ls  

la r g e ly  uaod by tho Sikh n o b i l i t y .  The n a tio n a l co lour o f  tho Sikhs 

was yollow  or l ig h t  green . In tho Dahli M iniature P a in tin g s p resorted  

at th o  Lahore Museum, are to  bo found a number o f  sk etch es o f  tho Sikh 

co u rtiers  in  th e ir  s ta te  d r e s se s . Their s ty lo  and fash ion  i s ,  more or  

l e s s ,  uniform, v ia , p ink-ooloured  tro u ser s , w ith lo o se  w hite m uslin coat  

coning iown to  the knees, and fr in ged  w ith  l ig h t  green or pink. A few 

o f them l ik e  3ham Singh Atariw ala have a yellow  scarf round th e ir  nock. 

3hV Sine is  3sen s i t t i n g  in  a c h a r a c te r is t ic a l ly  Oriental position.

A turban 1 a wrapped round hi3 head in  a somewhat irreg u la r fashion, as 

i s  th e  case w ith  most o f tho Sikhs. I t  does not som  to be very 

voluminous, but being low in height, looks except!©aa lly  compressed.

Haja Dina Hath#s dress i t s e l f  shows him to have been a Pandit. He is  

wearing a lo o s e  white gold fringed robe of s ilk  down to the knees. His 

trcu ser i s  a fte r  th e  m edieval fashion, c ic s e -fittin g  and pink in colour. 

His turban l l  tied  a fte r  IfaKhat^a s ty le , at onco short and l ig h t .

f t )  See I b rat Sima, f f .  355-05.
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Phoola Singh AkaXl> unlike other members o f h is  sect, has tho a ir  of 

i  tru e  courtier insteid  of a re lig ious fanatic . Ho is  not a ttire d  

in tho usual blue dross of tho Akalis. but ho has a magnificent v/hito 

ceitum c f i t te d  to tho body, with a broad, double-sided, gold-Xacod 

baldrimthung round his nook and interwoven with a lig h t  s ilk  scarf, crossed 

in fro n t of hi3 chest. On his head ho wears a white turban with the 

blue Rihmni insignia^ overhung with a variegated heron*3 plume. In  his  

le f t  hand ho i s  holding a bright Talw lr. Tho coat f i t s  tho body lik o  a 

bodice xi ■ suggests SUsjabothan oostur os.

0 . Tho O f f ic ia l  Language o f  tho Court.

The variou s documents th a t  have oome down in  o r ig in a l from 

the t i m  o f  the Sikh government, e s ta b lis h  beyond d isp u te  tho fa c t  th a t  

Persian  was the language in v a r ia b ly  employod In a l l  k inds o f  o f f i c i a l  

tra n sa c tio n s . The Sikhs^tndoed, had a s c r ip t  o f  th e ir  own known as 

Gumukhi. which had been invented  and employed by Guru Angad in  the  

com pilation o f  tho Adl-Qranth: bu t i t  had never passed in to  popular 

use. This V i s ,  perhaps, due to  the absence o f  any system atic  educational 

in stitu tio n s^ w h ich  might have d issem inated  tho knowledge o f  Gurmukhi 

ch aracters among the peop le o f  the Parnjab. In th e se  circum stances,

(1 )  The d r e s s  o f  s e v e r a l  c o u r t i e r s  h a s  been  d e s c r i b e d  i n  C h a p te r  V.
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the Sikhs in the days o f  the fti3 l3  as w ell as under Ran j i t  Singh, had 

continued the o ld  language o f  the Mug]}al3 which possessed  the sanction

o f  tr a d it io n  and long usage. Moreover, as the revenue and ju d ic ia l v/ork 

of the Mughal government had been recorded in P ersian , the continuance  

of the same language under the Sikhs was ca lcu la ted  to  f a c i l i t a t e  

ad m in istration .



A Brief Account of the Sikh Coins

The fo llo w in g  account i s  p a rtly  baaed on the inform ation derived  

fror th e h is to r ic a l  data a t my d isp o sa l, but mo3tly on my personal exam

in a tio n  o f  tho c o l le c t io n s  preserved in  the B r it ish  Museum and tho Museum 

at Lahore.

Tho f i r s t  Sikh co in s  wore struck  in  or about 175S, during tho temp-
. k ’

or iry occupation <pf Lahore by the Sikhs under Ja ssa  Singh K ala l. Those 

coins bore the fo llo w in g  in sc r ip t io n  in  P e r s ia n :-

^  ^  u  ' S t y #  \ J 2 -  j  <4

I t  meana:*By tho grace o f  Godf tho coin  I s  struok in  tho world, Jassa

Kalal having captured tho country o f Ahmed.’4 U nfortunately  none o f  th ese

coins are r.ow found; and th e ir  t o ta l  disappearance su g g ests  th a t they were

not struok in  la rg e  numbers, and th a t they may have been broken up soon1

(1 ) G r iff in  docs not th in k  th a t th ese  oo in s wore evor struok by the S ikhs, 
and seems to  ro ly  upon the v ersio n  o f  Ganosh Dass, tho author of Twarxkh- 
i-Pan J ib , who_says that they wore only twenty-one in  number and wore 
struok by <|c b i3  and M ullahs, and sen t to  Ahmed Shah to  anger him aga in st  
tho S ikhs. Vide R 'Jas o f  th e  Pan jab, pafce 505. Tho statem ent o f  Ganosh 
Dass, as quoted by G r iff in , i3  not supported by any other w r iter . I t  
Seems to  be in o o rrec t, s p e c ia l ly  in  view of Browne*s account, which, 
apart from being more an cien t, ex p la in s  in a reasonable manner the c ir 
cumstances lead ing  to  the t o ta l  disappcnuance o f th ese  co in s . Ho sa y s:  
"About th ir ty  years ago, one J essa  Singh K alal, a c h ie f  o f  con sid erab le  
w eight and a b i l i t i e s ,  having been chosen commander o f  th e ir  grand army, 
when i t  ex p e lled  the Aumils o f  Ahmed Shah Durrany from the c i ty ,  ahd 
Suba o f  Lahore* became so popular, th a t  he ventured to  3 tr ik e  rupees at 
the mint o f  Lahore in h is  own name, with an in sc r ip t io n  in  Persian tc  
t h i s  e f f e c t ,  "Jessa Kclal conquered tho country o f  Ahmod, and struck  
t h i s  coin by the graoe o f  God#"— but k ft«r  they had boon current about 
f i f t e e n  y ea rs, the Grand Di~t o f  the Sikh C h iefs, ( c a lle d  Goormutta) 
determ ined to  c a l l  in  a l l  tho3C rupees, aid to  s tr ik e  thorn in  tho names 
o f  Gooroo Nanuck, and Gocroo Gobind Singh." t id e  India T racts, page v i i .  
Tho obvious inaccuracy regarding the date on which tho change o f  in s c r ip 
t io n  was decided upon by the Guuiffatfra. i s  corrected  by the $utlu>r h im self  
in  the course o f h is  book#See #f?« Browne's version  i s  supported by the  
author of, K ita b -i-T a r ik h -i-P a n ja b ; f .6 0 .
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afterw ards.

Coins were stru ck  for  tho second tim e in  Saab at 1322 (A. D. 1765), 

a fter  the Sikh c o n g e s t  o f  Lahore in  th a t  year. These were o i i lo d  

Gob in d Shahi and n ot Nanak Shahl. a3 3 ta tod  by G r if f in . The in sc r ip t io n

cn them i s  as fo l lo w s : -

Obverso Reverse

Thcso arc rupees o f  alm ost pure s i lv e r  each weighing 177 g r s . 1 Tho 

Persian d is t ic h  on tho obverse i s  in  poetry and moan3 : " F e s tiv ity ,  

(abundance), 3wcrd, V ictory w ithout delay,Guru Gobind Singh roso ived  from 

Kanak. * The w r itin g  on the rev erse  means* ‘’Struck in  Lahore, tho Soat 

cf Government in  the auspioiou3 Sambat» year 1822.* From tho d ates c f  

the c o l le c t io n  a t tho B r it is h  Museum, I f in d  tlia t rupoes o f  t h i s  typo  

*ero struok  al3o in Sambats, 1 8 2 5 ,2 6 ,2 7 ,0 3 ,3 0 ,3 1 ,3 2 ,3 3 ,and 34. The 

in terruption  in  1823-24 was probably caused by th e  la s t  in vasion  o f tho  

Ibdali in to  the Panjab.

In Sambat 1835 (A. D. 1778), a rupee bearing a d if fe r e n t  in sc r ip t io n  

?as 3truok at Amritsar. I t s  language i s  unpootical and ir reg u la r  and 

runs th u s : -

1) T liis i s  the average w eigh t o f  Mughal rupees.
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Obverse

c * o♦ v .

Reverse

i / \ r o  i :
This probably wa3 tho Nanak SKahl rupee. A few other co in s o f  Sapbats 

1343, 44 and 46 have tho same obverse as that o f  1822. Ono o f  1843 has 

an in s c r ip t io n  s l ig h t ly  d if f e r e n t  from o th ers, which I reproduce:

The tern  Sacha jhiahln (tru e  k in g s) i3  introduced for tho f i r s t  time 

in the obverse o f  th i3  rupee,

Ho co in s  o f  the Sarabats 1847-53 arc to be found in  the c o l le c t io n s .  

These years cover a period  o f  an alm ost in ce ssa n t in te rn e c in e  warfare 

among th© Mi sa l d ars. Hence probably very few co in s  were atruck in  th a t  

p erio d . I t  may b@ th a t no coin  was struck  at a l l .  One Amritsar rupeo 

of 1854, however, bearing th e  usual in sc r ip t io n  e x i s t s  in  the c o l le c t io n  

at Lahore.

Ran j i t  Singh captured Lahore in Sanbat 1856, but he did not s tr ik e  

h is  f i r s t  rupees t i l l  the fo llo w in g  year, fh e se  rupees do not bear h is  

n r  e or any other sign  in d ic a t in g  tho ohang© o f  sovereignty^ but c lo s e ly  

fo llo w  tho design and in s c r ip t io n  o f  th ose  o f  1822. Several o th ers were

Obverse R©verso

. . /
( l  n  j p r o y ? ^
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ooinod in  Lahore in  Sambats 1300 and 1G04. Those la t t e r  boar on tho  

rev erse  an anchor which i s  a now s ig n , Tho in sc r ip t io n  i s  in d is t in c t ,

and# as far as can bo made out» roads th u s? -

Honooforth rupoos wore struck  alm ost every year at Lahore and 

Amritsar, These tainted at the la t t e r  c i t y  a fto r  3arbat I860 (A.D. 1303) 

show another s ig n . A four have a double branch, which probably rep resen ts

a peacock*s t a i l .  On one o f  th e se  co in s  there i s  a f ig u r e  o f  an Arj.31 

or thumb-eiirrcr worn by tho women o f  th e  Panjab. The dates o f  those  

co in s are Sqmbats 1801 ,82 ,63 , and 88 -  tho years in  which Koran, a 

dancing g ir l  (v/hom R unjit had at f i r s t  mot at tho Shalamar Garden o f  

Lahore) was g r e a tly  favoured.by the Kaharaja. Her in flu e n c e  over tho 

prince i s  sa id  to have been so  stron g  th a t  ho sev era l tim es p u b lic ly  

accompanied her on elephant in  an in eb r ia ted  co n d itio n . According to
i -  -

Cunningham, she once la id  a wager th a t , l ik e  the Bmproso Nur Jahan, 

she vrould g e t  her nar.o engraved on the rupees. In t h i s ,  however, she 

but p a r t ia l ly  succeeded because, in stea d  o f  the name, hor mark on ly , in

Obverse Reverse

Same as th a t  o f 1322 w ith the  
addition  o f  an anchor and a 
l e a f .

(1) H istory o f  the 3 ikhs, p ifee 170.
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tho shape o f  tho t a i l  o f  tho peacock, wag allowed to  be im printed on 

the ooir\3. The word Hor moans peacock. One fea tu re  p ecu lia r  to  a l l  

Moran 5hahi ( fo r  so they were c a l le d )  rupees i s  th a t  tho f i r s t  l e t t e r  

M if  i s  l e f t  out in tho word J  [<>\ (Akal u

The rupees a fte r  tho Moran s e r ie s  go on s te a d ily  u n t i l  th e Sanbat 

1S84 (A*D. 1827). In each case  the year i s  narked on tho r e v er se . But 

11 the co in s  o f  tho n ex t ten  year*?, th e  JiBwtyoar 1884 i s  rep eated .' 

Tho 3ar*bat 1S35 has some co in s  o f  i t s  own, but they were struck  in  

Kashmir.

In the B r it is h  Mu3oun thero i3  a coin  which on tho obverse con ta in s  

tho usual in s c r ip t io n , <rjhile on tho rev erse  ha3 two f ig u r e s  o f  Nanak and 

hi3 Mohammedan fellov;-w andercr Mardana. I t  i s  a Lahore co in , bearing  

tho date 1385 on the rev e r se . In r e a l i t y ,  however, i t  was struck  in

(1) Moran afterw ards d iscarded ovring to  tho unpopularity o f  Ran j i t  
w ith the p r ie s t s  o f  th e  Golden Temple. These p r ie s t s  showed th o ir  
r e se n tm e n t ,f ir s t  by re fu s in g  h is  o f fe r in g s  to th e  Temple, and then 
by summoning him b efo re  th e ir  a33ombly a t Amritsar; and the Conaueror 
o f  th e Pan jab , w ith  fo ld ed  hands and bare f e e t ,  acknowledged h is  s in  
and asked fo r  fo r g iv e n e ss . A p ro p itia to ry  f in e  o f  Rs. 125,000 was 
le v ie d , but the w ily  c u lp r it  pleaded poverty and got o f f  by paying 
Re* 5 ,000 . Ran j i t  sen t Moran away to  Pathankct, and consoled  h im self 
for  her lo s s  with tho charms o f  another woman Gul Bogsm.

(?) The reason for repeating  the year 1884 on co in s of tho n ext ton years  
i s  n ot d e f in i t e ly  known. On© view i s  th a t Ran J i t  did i t  under tho  
in flu en ce  o f  a popular su p e r s t it io n  according to  which tho number

o f b rea th s which man has to  take are f ix e d  from the time o f h i3  b ir th ,  
and th a t the more 3lowly ho b rea th es, the lon ger he l i v e s .  R an jit, 
who f e l l  s e r io u s ly  i l l  in  1884, may have thought th a t i f  he could  
manage to  drag out one year to  the ex ten t o f  ten , h i3  l i f e  would bo 
prolonged, the number o f  years b ein g  o r ig in a l ly  f ix e d .
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Sabbat IS93, which dmte i t  b ears on the obverse. Thi3 13 tho only

known specieon •

Apart from tho co in s  minted a t Lahore and Amritsar, there were 

oth ers stru ck  at Multan and Kashmir. Those p rovinces wore brought under 

su b jection  in ISIS and IS19 r e s p e c t iv e ly . Hence at th ose p la ce s  the co in s  

were issu ed  a f te r  tho above m entioned d a tes . Thoir d esign s and in s c r ip 

t io n s  fo llo w  th ose  o f  Lahore and Amritsar.

There a lso  e x i s t s  a rupee stru ck  a t Peshawar probably by Harl Singh 

Nalwa. I t  bears the date 1894 (A .D .1837) -  the year in  which tho Naiwa 

Sirdar *13 k i l l e d .  Tho date i s  marked on each s id e  o f  the co in , but 

i t s  w eight I s  on ly  135 g r s .

Gold co in 3 a lso  wcro stru ck  by R anjit Singh. Sevoral o f  them are 

found in  tho B r it is h  Museum. One w eighs 107 g rs . I t  has on the obverse  

the usual in s c r ip t io n , but in  Gurtsukhi ch aracters: on th© rev erse  i s  tho  

repeated ex p ressio n : *Wah Guru J i .  Wah Guru J i .  Wih Guru J i " -  tho m ystic  

and m ilita n t  cry o f th o  S ikhs. I t  b ears n e ith e r  date not name o f  the 

m int. But i t s  w eight in d io a to s  i t  to  bo a regu lar Mohur and not a 

medal. Another gold  Mohur o f  Sambat 1301 (A .D .1804) bearing tho  

inncri;>tion o f  an ordinary Sikh rupee i s  included in  tho London c o l la c t io ^  

and there are o th ers  a t Lahore.

Copper co in s  a l io were stru ck  a t th© various m in ts. One i s  marked



J i t v i l t ,  b e s id e s  the d ate , 3aab?,t 1206 (A.D. ) -  tho year in  which 

K anjit d ied . Thoso co in s  arc c h ie f ly  remarkable fo r  th e ir  g rea t w eight, 

bol 1 execution,, and extreme r a r ity .



Tho fo llo w in g  $ e ttc r 3  and ex tra c ts  ar© taken from tho 

P o l i t ic a l  C on su lta tion s, India C fftoe Records.

1.

L etter  from Capt. C.M.Wade, P o l i t ic a l  A ssis ta n t, Loodeana, 

to  3 ir  C .M .M etcalfo,Bart, R esident at Dehlec, dated Jan. 11th, 1827.

Date o f C onsultation 23rd Fob. 1827, L etter  No. 10, V o l.lb  , Range 125.

I do m yself the honour to  submit for your inform ation a 

l e t t e r  fro© Doctor Murray reporting  h is  proceedings at Lahore in  

Medical attendance on Raja Runjeot Singh.

From Doctor Murray's previous communications, I have 

the p leasu re to  annex some n o t ic e s , th a t have e ith e r  not been 

in ser ted  in  h i3  p u b lic  l e t t e r s ,  as appear to be c f  any in te r e s t  

date o f the acootapanying report from him.

The d i f f i c u l t y  Doctor Murray 3oems to  encounter, in  

pursuading the Raja to  fo llo w  h is  p resc r ip tio n s  a r is e s  I b e lie v e  

from the jea lou sy  o f h is  n a tiv e  p h ysic ian s

h o ro ,14 Doc. I was mot by the Hakim's youngest brother Nooruddin
1826.

and conducted to  S h ail Mai an ex ten siv e  garden about three Cess,

ea st  o f  the c i t y ,  where as w ell a3 a t Umrutsur and P h ilo r  I rece ived

a Zeeafut o f  f r u i t s  e tc , and one hundred and twenty f iv e  rupees -  
moved tho next day about two and h a lf  m ilo s  towards the c ity  and
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was r o t  on tho road by the Hakim's o ld e s t  brother A zisu- 

ddin (tho  Raja’ s  p r in c ip a l m in is te r )  and Bow an Mcteraa 

who conducted mo to a sm all Garden where I was presented  

vrith another Soeafut and f iv e  hundred and twenty f iv e  

Rupees. Yostarday morning I again moved and oaaca to  my 

te n t  p itch ed  c lo se  to a garden about a m ile  from the Raja’ s  

camp# Horo I was informed th a t tho Raja would sec  no 

about 3 Past M eridian. I found him seated  in  a sm all te n t  

and a fte r  being d esired  g o  s i t  down in  a chair p laced  a 

few yards in fTont o f him, ho p a r ticu la r ly  on jUirod about 

yeur h ea lth , the movements o f 3 ir  Charles M etcalfe and 

tho Governor G en o n l. He was anxious tc  know tho o b jec t  

o f  tho Governor G eneral’ s journey. Said, ho heard ho 

was coming to  Kumal and askod i f  any changes were tc  bo 

carried  in to  e f f e c t .  I rep lied  that tho Governor General 

was going tc  pass the hot season in the H i l l s  for the  

b e n e f it  of h is  h ea lth . He then asked sev era l q uestions  

about the Burmese War -  the q u a li t ie s  o f  the Burmese as 

s o ld ie r s , i f  the B r it ish  troops had a l l  returned from 

Rangoon and how much money had been obtained for con

cluding a t eace. He askod me a lso  ibout tho comparative 

m erits  o f  French and B r it ish  troops, and wished tc  award
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tho p referen ce to  tho B r it is h . Ho than showed mo h is  

h orses and as thoy passed, described th e ir  good q u a li t ie s  

and nair.es and ev id e n tly  appeared to  have great s a t i s 

fa c tio n  in  look ing at the©, sh o rtly  a fte r  which I took 

my lea v e  very much p leased  with my recep tio n . Through 

the Hakim 1 tendered my Buggy and horse tc tho Baja 

which he was g rac iou sly  p leased  to  accep t. He seemed 

very much d e lig h ted  with i t  and ordered one o f h is  

Sirdars to  g e t intC i t  and drive backwards and forwards 

for  screjpiro.

10th. Deo. 1CCC. To day I paid my f i r s t  medical v i s i t  to  the Baja and

found him seated  as b e fo re . In the evening w hile tho 

Baja wa3 passin g  near my ten t, he again sen t fo r  no and 

ta lk ed  to  me on d if fe r e n t  su b jec ts . He sa id , th a t he 

had rece iv ed  a report from Attook, th at a French Colonel 

from Kabul, who wished to  pass on to the Pan jab, had 

arrived  th ere  and been detained u n t i l  h is  p leasure should  

be known and enquired i f  I knew anything o f  hi®. I sa id  

no and the Raja supposed he was coring for h is  se r v ic e .

He spoke much about h is  French o f f ic e r s ,  e s p e c ia lly  

Monseur Ventura who© he praised  very much.



3 1 ^

BOth. Doo. 1326. Since I l a s t  \rre tc  I have had severa l intirviOT?3 vrith

tho Raj a. Gno day ho asked mo vory m inutely about tho  

Mutiny at Barrackpur, i t s  cause, the e ffe c t*  th e  mode o f  

i t s  suppression  produced on the n a tiv e  corps, i f  any o f  

then wore employod in suppressing i t ,  a lso  i f  tho Governor 

General v is i t e d  Dohli and i f  tho King would allow  him a 

se a t  in  h is  prosonoo. I coved to day in to  the c ity  in to  

a largo  house that ha3 boon appropriated fo r  my use, th at  

ny communications may bo froo free* extran iou s su b jec ts ,

I w i l l ,  as you w ish, make r.y future rep orts in  an 

o f f i c i a l  form.
2 .

E xtract o f l e t t e r  from Doctor Murray to the address o f  

Capt. Wade under date tho 22nd December 1326.

The Raja at presen t l i e s  in  a small ten t  p itched  

in  the centre o f  a garden about a m ile  from the c i ty ,  

there i s  a sm all army in  front of tho te n t, and three  

s id e s  o f  the garden are enclosed  with now <juanat3. Hardly 

any ceremony i s  observed in ny v i s i t s  to  tho Raja, excopt 

on my introductory one, cn which occasion  I was conducted 

to  th e prosence by SUrdar Mian Dhon Singh and h is  brother
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flaja 3ochot Sinnh, and four comi;ani33 o f in fan try  drS33 

e x a c tly  lilt9 our Sepoys (except th a t the o f f ic e r s  had 

yellow  u n if  m 3 ) wore drawn up to  reoeivo  u s. In cy  

p ro fess io n a l va i i t s  I m  attended only by Faqueer Imam 

u l decn, and ar ushered in to  the presence w ithout 

ceremony a fte r  the usual saiufcition3 the Baja tee ir in g  

to put on my hat, and a i t  down on a cushion near to him. 

I never fin d  anyone tfith  tho Baja except 3urdar Mian 

Dhan Singh, h is  brother and 30m© atten d an ts. Around 

tho te n t  and sc placed as to be llw ays in  view are s ix  

or 30von o f  the R aja's horses, f in e  lack in g  animals and 

superbly equipped.

In tho afternoon the Raja goner i l l y  goes out in  

h is  Pxlkoe fo r  oxeroi3o , on such occasion s there i s  a 

oonsidorabie re tin u e  in  attendance, but they keep at 

scce  d ista n ce  frcm the Palkce which moves on in fro n t, 

and only accompanied by Mian Dhan Singh or h i3 brother* 

He o ften  goes to  a sm all Bungalow, n et fa r  from h is  

te n ts , and b efo re  I m^ved in to  tho c ity  ho sen t for  mo 

tw ice » h ile  th ere . At those v i s i t s  als^  there was very 

l i t t l e  ceremony used . Ho was s i t t in g  in  a corner o f  

tho Bungalo.% and ho d irected  tr.e to; s i t  down op p osite
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to  him. I have already comnunioated to  you some o f hi 3 

co n v ersa tio n s . In th ose  which embrace general su b jec ts  

h is  q u estion s ob servation s are marked with great Shrewd

n ess and sa g a c ity . He always enquires about the pro

gress o f  the Governor General, and in  my f i r s t  v i 3 i t  

was s o l ic i t o u s  to  know what v/as h is  o b ject in  coming to  

the upper p rov in ces.

He o ften  speaks o f  S ir  Charles M etcalfe, and 

the fr ien d sh ip  which has always su b sisted  between them. 

Once w h ile  ho was ex p a tia tin g  on t h i s  su b jec t, I took 

an opportunity o f remarking th a t the B r it ish  Government 

regarded h i as one o f  th o ir  most s te a d fa s t  a l l i e s ,  and 

th a t i t  p laced  the g re a te s t  r e lia n c e  on the continuance 

o f  tho fr ien d ly  terms a t prosent e x is t in g , a t which he 

soamod p lea sed . Ho mentioned one day that 1 French 

Colonel coming from Kabul was stopped by h is  people at 

Attak, and he asked, i f  I know him. From another 

quarter I have learned  th a t there arc two French o f f ic e r s  

there, th a t they are fr ien d s o f  Monseur Ventura, and 

that a Purwa^unah has boon sen t to  tho a u th o r it ie s  it  

Atteck to allow  them to  proceed on.

In my v i s i t  yesterday he spoke much about h is



B a tta lio n s , and tho f in e  3tato  o f d is c ip lin e  they have 

boon brought to  by h is  French o f  f lo o r s , tfois i s  a favuur-

i t o  -subject w ith him* Ho added, i f  I wished ho would

give m e an opportunity o f so o ing them review ed. I sa id

i t  would afford  mo g rea t p leasu re .

A ll h is  troops are encamped about twenty Coss o f f ,

and th ese  aro only d e t a i l s  here to  carry on the d u tie s .

I s h a ll  continue to  send you from time to  time

rep orts o f  tho R aja's h ea lth , and any other circum stances

which ray f a l l  under my ob servation s, worthy o f  recording

Let 3.

L etter  fro© Doctor Murray, Surgeon 4th Regiment, N ative In fan try , Lhhoro
to  Oapt. Wade, P o l i t ic a l  A ssis ta n t at Lc^a. Dated 20th.D ec. 1820.
Date o f  C onsultation 23rd .F eb .1827. L etter No.20. V o l.15. Range 125

.........................  Tho Raja afterwards turned the conversation

on Sepoys and asked what kind o f Sepoys the mon from the  

Eastward made. I r e p lie d , thai; our B a tta lio n s  were 

c h ie f ly  recru ited  from Oudo, and th a t the mon from that 

province made very geed Sepoys. Ha 3aid  he had two

thousand o f  then in  h is  se r v ic e , but ho did n et fin d  then

as a c t iv e , fcrowarded or zealous as tho men o f tho Punjab 

He ascribed  t h is  d ifforu n cc to  the d ifferen ce  in  th e ir
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r e sp e c t iv e  d io t . Tho Punjab 3epuy3, ho sa id , used much 

animal food, m ilk and b u ttey ,w h ile  the feed o f tho 

o th ers was c h ie f ly  v eg eta b le . A fter a v i s i t  o f  ono and 

h a lf  an hour I withdrew.

A.

L etter  frcrn Doctor Murray, Surgeon 4th. Regiment, N ative in fantry,L ahore  
to  Capt. Wado, P o l i t ic a l  A ssista n t at Lcodeoana. Dated 3 0 th .D eo .1326. 
Date o f C onsultation 23rd Feb. 1 3 ft, L etter No. CO., Vol. 13, Range 125.

.............................  Tho Raja asked me how much pay a General

rece ived  in  our se r v ic e . I 3aid about four or f iv e

thousand rupees a month, in cantonemonts, and th a t he

had some ad d ition a l allow ances in the f i e ld .  He 3aid

each c f  h is  French o f f ic e r s  rece ived  f iv e  thousand

rupoo3 a month Nuqud, a l l  o f  which they expended, a

great part being given in  p resen ts to  the troops under

thorn. Tho French o f f ic e r s  o ften  say to hi® M7/hy keep us

and our B a tta lic h s  at Lahore, we are o f no use at t h is

p lace , send us across the Attcck, to  Peshawar, g ive

f iv e  th o u sa n d  or s ix  th o u sa n d  more tr o o p 3  and wo w il l

take p o ssessio n  o f a l l  Kabul for y o u .” Ho a3ked me i f

t h is  would be advisab le -  I sa id  he must know b e 3 t  what

dependence ho could p lace  on h is  French o f f ic e r s ,  th a t
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a t  such  a d i s t a n c e  and w i th  such  a f e r e © a t  t h e i r  d i s 

p o s a l !  th e y  w ould  n e t  b e  so  am enable t o  a u t h o r i t y ,  a s  when

k e p t  n e a r  h i s  p e r s o n .  1 u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  t h e  pay o f  t h o s e

o f f i c e r s  i s  two th o u sa n d  f i v e  r u p e e s  a m onth  oach , and

t h a t  t h e y  a r e  o f t e n  k e p t  i n  a r r e a r s  f o r  many m o n t h s . . . . .

In  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  th e  Raj a 3 o n t  f u r  me, on a r r i v i n g  

a t  h i s  t o n t s ,  I  fou nd  him j u s t  l e a v i n g  them in  h i s  

t a n j o u n .  tfe s a i u  he  was g o in g  t o  show mo two of h i  & 

B a t t a l i o n s  w hioh  wero drawn up i n  1m© in a a e d ia to ly  beyond  

t h e  s m a l l  bu n g a lo w . We p ro c e e d e d  t h i t h e r ,  on a r r i v i n g  

n e a r  t h o  l e f t  bank  o f  t h e  l i n o  a 3 a l u t e  was f i r e d  from 

t h r o o  f i e l d  p fc ioes w hich  wore p l a c e d  one on each  f l a n k ,  

and ono in  t h o  c o n t r a .

Tho R a ja  c a l l e d  Mian Dhan S ingh  and t o l d  him t o  

t a k e  me a lo n g  th o  l i n e  and show me th o  men. t o  d ism o u n te d  

tf t  w en t t o  lo o k  a t  th e s e  non , ; a j a  p r o c e e d in g  a lo n g

t h e  l i n o  a t  t h e  same t im e  b u t  tnoro i n  f r o n t .  Tho B a t t a 

l i o n s  wore drawn up in open o r d e r .  One was composed 

e n t i r e l y  o f  S ik h s ,  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t l y  o f  S ik h s  and p a r t l y  

o f  Sepoys from  o u r  p r e v m o e s .  The fo rm e r  w ere  d re s 3 o d  i n  

w h i te  j a o k o t s  and t r o u s e r s ,  and y e l lo w  l i n e n  r u g r i e s .

T h o ir  Gar to u c h  b o x e s ,  b e l t s ,  and b a y o n e t  s c a b b a rd 3  wore 

r e d .  The o t h e r  Sepoys had b l a c k  a c c o u t r e m e n ts  and t u r b a n s



lik e  o u r  i n f a n t r y .  All had m u sk e ts  and b a y o n e t s  f i x e d ,  

b r i g h t  and w e l l  p o l i s h e d .  T hese  men i n  g e n e r a l  wore 

s t r o n g ,  t a l l  and m u s c u la r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o  P u n ja u b io s .

They -wore a l l  v a ry  s te a d y  under arms. A f te r  p a s s in g  a lo n g  

th o  l i n e  I w ent up and jo in e d  th o  R a ja , and com plim en ted  

him on th o  f i n e  ap p ea ra n ce  o f  th e  B a t t a l i o n s ,  p o in t in g  

o u t  how s te a d y  t h e  men w ere  ( n o t  a b a y o n e t  c o u ld  bo seen  

’.raving in  th o  w h o le  l i n e )  and s a y in g  t h a t  was a p r o o f  o f  

good d i s c i p l i n e .  Wo th en  m arched to w a rd s  th o  Bungalovf, 

and t h o  R aja s e n t  Mian Dhan S in gh  to  t e l l  t h o  Commandant 

t o  p u t  th o  men th r o u g h  seme m an o eu v res . C a r p e t s  w ere  

s p re a d  in  f r o n t  6 f  t h e  Bungalow, t h e  R aja  g o t  o u t  o f  h i s  

Tonj nun, s e a t e d  h i m s e l f  in  an a rm c h a i r ,  and m o tio n e d  t o  

me to  s i t  down on a n o th e r  n e a r  him.

Tho B a t t a l i o n s  commenced f i r i n g  by com p an ies  from 

f l a n k s  t o  c e n t r e .  They th e n  gave  th r o e  v o l l i o a ,  form ed 

a h o l lo ' , /  s q u a r e  on t h e  tw o c e n t r e  com p an ies ,  and began  

f i l e  f i r i n g ,  a l l  w hich  th e y  e x e c u te d  v e ry  w e l l .  They 

a f t e r w a r d s  d e p lo y e d  i n t o  a l i n e ,  and m arched  p a s t  t h e  

Bungalow i n  s u b - d i v i s i o n s  a t  a q u ick  s t o p .  They m arched  

e x t r e m e ly  w e l l  t o g o t h e r ,  c a r r y i n g  arms a s  th e y  p a s s e d  th o l  

The o f f i c e r s  a l s o  s a l u t e d  b u t  v e ry  aw kw ardly . T h e re  a r e  

one  B ubedar, one  J s n a d a r ,  tw o  H a w i ld a r s  and two K a ic k s  

t o  each  company, a l l  e x c e p t  t h e  R a ic k s  d r e s s e d  i n  y e l lo w



3 XI

s i l k .  Tho o f f i c e r s  h a v e  s a b r e s ,  th e  H a w ild a rs  H a l b e r t s  

w hich  a r e  s h o r t e r  and c lu m s ie r  th a n  o u r s .  T h ere  woro

drums and f i f 0 3  t o  oach  B a t t a l i o n  w hich  p la y e d  E n g l i s h  

t u n e s  a s  t h e y  m arched  p a s t .

I vri3 h ig h ly  p l e a s e d  w i th  w ha t I  sav/, and com

m u n ic a te d  my s e n t i m e n t s  to  t h e  B a ja .  I was p a r t i c u l a r l y  

s t r u c k  w i th  t h e  s t e a d i n e s s  o f  t h e  men and t h e  f i r i n g .  

In d e e d  th e y  a c q u i t t e d  th e m s e lv e s  much b e t t o r  th a n  I 

c o u id  have  e x p e c te d .  Tho R a ja  s a i d  he would show me 

some more o f  h i s  r e g i m e n t s  tom orrow . I  th e n  camo away.

L e t t e r  fro?; d o c to r  H u r r a y , S urgeon  4 th  R eg im en t, N a t iv e  I n f a n t r y ,  L a h o re ,  
t o  C a p t .  Trade, P o l i t i c a l  A s s is t a n t  m% L -o d ea n a . D ated 1 s t  J in .  1327 .

Date o f  C o n s u l t a t i o n  23rd Feb . 1327 , L e t t e r  N o .23, Tfol. 15, Range 12L.

...................T fh ile  th e  R a ja  w as a t  b r e a k f a s t ,  tw o r e g im e n ts

o f  c a t a lr y  (a b o u t  one th o u sa n d  men in  a l l J  had a r r iv e d

and ta k en  up ground a b o u t  tw o hundred y a r d s  in  f r o n t .

They were drawn up in  l i n o  and a f t e r  p er fo rm in g  a few

e v o lu t io n s  w h ich  w ere done v ery  s lo w ly ,  th ey  m arched

round in  ro v io w  by t h r o e s .  The men woro d r e s s e d  in  ro d

j a c k o t s  and P a n ta lo o n s . They a ls o ,  had rod  l in e n  p u g r e o s .

They wore good l o o k in g  men, and w e l l  m ounted . Tho h c r s e s

w ere a l3 o  in  good o r d e r . Tho f i r s t  r e g im e n t  had s a b r e s

and c a r \b in e s  s lu n g  in  th o  u su a l m anner a lo n g  th o  r ig h t
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3 id e  and t h i g h .  Tho 2nd Regim ent was d r e s s e d  and 

a c c o u t r e d  in  th e  same way, b u t in s t e a d  o f  c a r  jib ine 3 th ey  

had m a tc h lo c k s  s lu n g  a t  t h e i r  b a c k s . The c a r b i n e  a and 

m a tc h lo c k s  '►'/ore a l l  made a t  L ah ore. Tho B a ja  s a id  th o r o  

was a la rg e  m a n u fa cto ry  o f  m a tc h lo c k s  i t  t h i s  p la c e ,  

from w h ich  th e y  w ere e x p o r te d  in  g r e a t  q u a n t i t i e s  to  

o th e r  p a r t s  c f  H in d u sta n . Tho tw o reg itn o n t3  w ere  com nend- 

ed by a Mr Gordon, a h a l f  c a s t e  in  th e  B a j a ' s  s e r v i c e .

He cam© up and s a l u t e d  t h e  B a ja  a f t e r  th e  R ev iew , and 

s a id  so m e th in g  a b o u t  th o  lo n g  a r r e a r s  due t c  th e  men.

Ho was t o l d  t h a t  pay  w ould  b e  i s s u e d  s c o a .

The R a ja  a g a in  a d v e r t e d  t c  t h e  B i r a o k p o o re  M utiny  

and a sk e d  i f  th e  n a t i v e  o f f i c e r s  wore c o n c e rn e d  in  i t ,  o r  

i f  th e y  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  m u t i n e e r s .  I  s a i d  th e y  

s e p a r a t e d  from th o  o t h e r s  and came fo rw a rd  w i th  th e  

3u ro pean  o f f i c o r s .  Ho th en  a sk ed  i n  w h a t th e y  had  done 

a s  many, a s  ho  u n d e r s to o d ,  t o o  had  been  p u n i s h e d .  I 

r e p l i e d  t h i s  much b lam e was a t t a c h o d  t o  them t h a t  th e y  

d id  n o t  g i v e  i n f o r m a t io n  t c  t h e i r  European o f f i c e r s  o f  

w hat was g o in g  on i n  t h e  B a t t a l i o n ,  th ough  from t h e i r  

c o n n e c t io n  w i th  th o  Sepoys th ey  m ust have  b een  aware o f  

t h o  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  e x i s t i n g .  He s a i d  a m o o tin g  took



p l a c e  i n  one  o f  h i s  P u n ja u b o e  B a t t a l i o n s  a t  U m ru t3ur

a b o u t  t h r e e  mcnth3 ago, and t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  had  

separated  f ro r .  t h e  men end came o v e r  t o  h im . The 

m u t i n e e r s  m arched  o f f  c a r r y i n g  the c o l o u r s  w i th  *

The d i s t u r b a n c e s  eon s u p p r e s s e d ,  b u t  many o f  t h o s e

c o n c e rn e d  i n  i t  w ere  s t i l l  i n  c o n f in e m e n t .  W hile  ho tras 

sp e a k in g  th r o o  p r i s o n e r s  in  i r e n s  w ere b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  

h im , and ho s a i d  th e y  w ore c o n c e rn e d  in  t h i s  m o o tin g .

One was a N a ick  and t h e  o t h e r  two N ish  an B u r d a r s  who 

c a r r ie d  o f f  th e  c o l o u r s .  Ho ask ed  mo i f  I d id  n o t  con

s i d e r  t h o  c r im e  o f  t h e  two l a t t e r  a s  more a g g ra v a te d  th a n  

t h a t  o f  th o  o t h o r 3 ,  b u t  I evaded t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  th o u g h  

ho r e p e a t e d  i t .  Ho sp o k e  i n  P u n ja b e o  t o  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  

and t h o s e  i n  c h a rg e  o f  them, and th e y  were rem anded.

I l e a r n e d  a f t e r w a r d s  t h a t  t h e  N aick  wa3 rem anded 

i n t c  con f in e r  an t f o r  on e y e a r ,  and t h e  o t h e r  two sen t e n  cod  

tc have t h e i r  c a r s  c u t  oi*f and t o  be  t u r n e d  a d r i f t .

? h i 3  m o a t in g  o c c u r r e d  w h o l ly  i n  c o n seq u e n ce  o f  th e  lo n g  

a r r e a r s  o f  pay  due t o  t h o  r e n ,  and no a t t e n t i o n  b e in g  

p a i d  t o  t h e i r  r e m o n s t r a n c e s .  At t h e  p r o s e n t  t im e ,  a l l  

t h e  R a j a ' s  t r o o p s  a r e  e i g h t  a n d  n i n e  m onths  i n  a r r e a r s ,  

and  g r e a t  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  p r e v a i l s  i n  c o n se q u e n c e .  A
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body o f  G olim daus© o f  a b cu t th r o e  h u n d red  o r  f o u r  h u n d red  

men a r e  in  a s t a t e  o f  op en  m o o tin g  a b c u t  s i x  Ko? from 

t h i s .  They have o n t  j f f  a i l  t h o i r  o f f i c e r s  and th o s e  

who would n . t  j o i n  h e a r t i l y  i n  t h e i r  c a u s e ,  and have  

w i th  them twenty tvro gu ns  an . p l e n t y  o f  ammunition.

Hi ay demand t h e i r  a r r e a r s  bo  p a i d  u 4>, and am nesty  

f o r  t h o i r  p r e s e n t  c o n d u c t .  Pay i s  b e i n g  i s s u e d  t o  t h o  

t r  14 s  in  c e a s e -n o n c e  o f  th o s e  u x s c r a o r s ,  and no ;;c fc  ac

t i o n s  a rc  b e in g  c a r r i e d  vii w i th  t h e  m u t i n e e r s .

Abcut t h r e e  p a s t  M e r id ia n  I r e c e i v e d  a n o th e r  

m essag e  from th e  H a ja  and w ont t c  him a t  t h e  Bungalow .

Two B a t t a l i o n s  o f  P u n ja u b o e  S c p c y s  w ere  drawn up fo r  

i n s p e c t i o n .  They w ere  d r e s s e d  t h e  sam e, and had  th e  

same a p p o in tm en ts  13 t h e  P u n ja b  B a t t a l io n s  I 3aw aa th o  

day p r e c o d i n g .  T h e re  w are  upw ards o f  one th o u sa n d  and 

two h u n d re d  d op cye, s to ilt , g o o d lo o k m g  men and v er y  

s t e a d y .  They wont  th r o u g h  t h e  sxi.o r e v o l u t io n s  v ery  

w e l l .  The R i j a  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  m u sh o t3 f b a y o n e t s  and 

a c c o u t r e m e n t s  w ere  a l l  made a t  L a h o re .  They w ore a l l  

i n  v e ry  good ardor.  I  o b s e r v e d  how ever a num ber o f  

E n g l i s h  m u s k e ts  among t h o u .  The powder t o o  i s  m on n fao-  

t u r e d  a t  t h i s  p l a c e .  T h e re  i s  p le n t y  c f  s a l t  p o tr o  i n
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th o  P u n ja b ,  b u t  th o  3 u lp h u r  i s  b r o u g h t  from t h e  E a s t 

w a rd .  Tho o f f x c ^ r : i  o f  th o  b a t t a l i o n ,  t h o  H a ja  s a i d ,  a r c

a i l  sons o f  S ir d a r s .  7/hen a S ir d a r  had more than one or 

tvro s o n s ,  ho u s u a l ly  took one when young, and had  him 

ed u c a te d  f o r  t h i s  s e r v i c e .  A ll  h i s  B a t t a l i o n s  e x c e p t  

t h o s e  commanded by th e  Pronch o f f i c e r s ,  a re  d r i l l e d  

a c c o r d in g  'to th e  E n g lis h  mode and h a v e  been  in s t r u c t e d  

by S ep o y s  came t o  him f o r  s e r v ic o ,  t h a t  ha had  made i t  

a r u l e  n e v e r  to ta k e  any bo had d e s e r te d  o n ly  th o s e  

who had boon r e g u la r ly  d is c h a r g e d  and t h a t  he made them 

p ro d u ce  t h o i r  d is c h a r g e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  p r e v i o u s  t o  t h e i r  

a d m is s io n .  Tho word o f  command i s  a lw ays i n  E n g l i s h ,  

t h e  m a rc h e s  Au ic k  th a n  our o r d in a r y  t im e  b u t  s lo w e r  th a n  

o u r  q u ic k  m arc h .  Ho s a i d  i t  wa3 t h e  same a 5 t a u g h t  by 

h i s  P ronch  o f f i c e r s .

Tho 3 ? .ja  p u t  many ;u c a t i o n s  t o  me a b o u t  o u r  

European R e g im e n ts ,  m l  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  s i  ego o f  B h u r tp o o r  

t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  w h ich  b e  i a n x io u s  t o  l o a r n ,  and a3

I c a n m u a io a te d  them , he e x p la in e d  in  P u n ja b e e  t o  h i s  

S u r d a r s ,  1 num ber :<Z horn w ere  t o  day in  t h e  p r e s e n c e ,  

v i s ,  Mian Dhan S in g h , Dobs a S in g h , J e sw a n t  S in g h , K h o o s ie l  

J o a i d a r ,  Tos S in g h , Hukma 3 in g h  e t c ,  e t c .  •

Y e s te rd a y  a f t e r n o o n  b e in g  a g a in  summoned by th e  

R a ja  I w en t t c  t h e  s m a l l  Bungalow w here  he was w i th  t h e
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same 3 u r d a r s  a s  on th o  p r e c e d in g  day . A B a t t a l i o n  o f

Pun j a b  oo Sepoy 3 wa3 dravm up and went t h ro u g h  th o  same 

m an o e u v res  a s  Id o f  o r e .  Tho Raja c o n v e rse d  a good d e a l  

w i th  hi3 S u r d a r s ,  and same Mconshis vrhc w ere  b usy  i n  

m aking  o u t  th o  a c c o u n ts  o f  th e  i.)ay f u r  th o  t r o o p s  now 

i r  c o u r s e  o f  i s s u e .  He a ls o  s e n t  Fuqoer Smam u l Dcon t o  

e x p e d i t e  t h e  payment* S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s  a b o u t  a dozen 

d a n c in g  g i r l s  who w ere  in  a t t e n d a n c e ,  e a s e  fo rw a rd ,  and 

s e a t e d  th e m s e lv e s  on t h e  c a r p e t  i n  f r o n t  v f  t h e  Raja.

They w ore  r i c h l y  a t t i r e d ,  and a t t r a c t e d  a good d e a l  o f  h i s  

n o t i c e  and c o n v e r s a t i o n .

Le G.
L e t t e r  from D octo r  M urray, Surg cn  4th  R eg im en t, N a t iv e  I n f a n t r y ,  L ah o re  
t o  G a p t .  Wade, P o l i t i c U  A s s i s t a n t ,  L oodoeona. D ated 4 th  J a n .  13;??.
D ate o f  C o n s u lta t io n  83rd. Feb. 1327, L e t t e r  K o .2 3 , V o l. 15, Range 125 .

S in c e  my l a s t  l e t t e r  t o  you I  have  scon  th e

R a ja  t w i c e ,  on th o  f i r s t  and second  i n s t a n t ,  on b o t h  o f

w hich o c c a s i o n s  t h e r e  war© two B a t t a l i o n s  o f  I n f a n t r y

drawn up f o r  i n s p e c t i o n  b u t  as t h e r e  was nc e s s e n t i a l

d i f f e r e n c e s  be tw een  and t h e s e  o f  w h ich  I  have  a l r e a d y
A

made m e n t io n ,  i t  w i l l  b e  u n n e c e s s a ry  f o r  me t o  e n t e r  i n t o  

f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s .  S u f f i c e  i t  t o  sa y ,  th e y  w ere  d r e s s e d  

and a c c o u t r e d  e x a c t l y  a s  th o  o t h e r s  and w ent th ro u g h



g ^ v o r ^ l  m anoouvroa  w i th  e q u a l  p r o m p t i tu d e .

In my conversations* u ith  the Raja on th e se  days, 

ho enquired p a r t ic u la r ly  about our Invalid©  E sta b lish 

ments, and the p eriod s o f  se r v ic e  e n t i t l in g  in d iv id u a ls

h ie h  I  e x p la in e d  t o  h ia «  m

w hat becam e o f  th o  E f f e c t s  o f  th e  n a t i v e  o f f i c e r s  and 

S ep o y s who d ie d  w ith  th e  R eg im en ts . I  t o l d  him a p a r t i 

c u la r  bovli w is  kept by th o  o f f i c e r  in  c h a rg e  o f  each  

company, in  w lio h  t h e  E f f e c t s  o f  e ac h  d e c e a s e d  i n d i v i d u a l  

w ore r e g i s t e r e d ,  t h a t  th o  amount was paid  t o  t h e  n e x t  of  

k in  h o n  demanded, and t h a t  i n  c a s e s  w here  no  demand was 

made, i t  . /a s ,  a f t e r  an i n t e r v a l ,  r & i t t c d  t o  t h e  G e n e ra l  

T re a s u ry  in  C a l c u t t a ,  lie ask od  how lo n g  ^ u r  t r o o p s  wore 

kept i n  a r r e a r s ,  and i f  th e y  w ere paid monthly o r  at  

lo n g e r  p e r i o d s .  I s a i d  t h e y  vrero g e n e r a l l y  two m onths  

i n  a r r e a r s ,  and t h a t  pay was i s s u e d  r e g u l a r l y  e v e ry  m onth 

a t  o u r  s t a t i o n s .  I  added , i t  o c c a s i o n a l l y  happened  u h a t  

th e y  ra re  f o u r  m on th s in  a r r e a r s ,  b u t  i t  was o f  r a r e  

OCOUXTono#* As one o f  tho  B a t t a l i o n s  w as f t s r g h ln g  p a s t ,  he 

said  t h a t  sorps was g u i l t y  o f  sur.djiry m u t in o u s  a c t 3 some t im e  

age , and t h o  o f f i c e r s  h a d  d e c id e d  by a C o u r t  P a r t i a l  t h a t  

two r . ? p d o u id  bo o u t  hfO h th o  S e p o y s . He ask ed

i f  t h a t  was a p r o p e r  d e c i s i o n .  I s a i d  I c o u ld  n o t  g i v e  

a s a t is fa c to r y  answer to  the q u estion , as such a p r a c t is e
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did not exirfc in our se r v ic e . Ho sa id , Do y u never out

the Sepoys' pay. I sa id , never, excep t in  ca ses  where 

they ic  i t  th o ir  accoutrements free  n eg lig en ce  and shon 

tho amount o f  the a r t ic le s  l o s t  v?a» cut from tae pay of 

the in d iv id u a l. Ho ashed i f  the B a tta lio n  hlch m utinied  

at Barrockpocr was in  arrears at the tim e. 1 sa id , every 

B atta lion  p rev ious to  i t s  marching, was paid up, th at th :

but ?ived a

la rg e  advance fror Government to enable the men to  provide 

th crse lv o n  w ith  ca rr ia g e .

The 'iuostion.n and ob servation s o f  tho Baja vsrare so 

very apropos to  the present s itu a tio n  o f h is  tr o o p s ,th a t  

i t  coeured tc  ro , he wished to fin d  s im ila r  p ra ctice  *re~  

v a il in g  in  our se r v ic e  as i t  would form a kind u f apology 

for h is  p resen t 1 no o f conduct. I was th erefore  p artiou l 

in exp la in in g  the r ig id  adherence to  i t s  engagements with  

the Sepoys which our Government observed and the- punctu-

e i r

Within tho l a s t  few day ? ttoo anu th ree  months t>ay 

has been issu e d  to  tho Haja*3 troop s, but they are s t i l l  

f iv e  months in arrears, and great d is s a t is fa c t io n  p reva il ; 

Tho mutinous s p ir i t  which I mentioned as e x is t in g  among 

tho Golundanses has much in creased . Thoy have ta lon  poss

e ss io n  o f  a s r a l l  v i l la g e  about four Ko3 from t h is ,  which
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they have entrenched, and they hay® announced th e ir

Ootormmaticr. to cio there ,  u t  lons t h e i r  d mand-s \rc 

Ci-r. li- 'd  ; i t h .  They arc nine •: on ths  in a r rea rs .  These 

tl  ay re u iro  tc be aid u> and ho .at igcs £ivcn for tfcoor

d

they jay they r i l l  n et nerve lender.

The v i l la g e  has been in vested  v/itfc tree;;3. ToveroJ. 

B n tta lien s  have gene frca  thi a p ia c c . 3haho Singh with  

h is  farce  aac the French wife cere with tho ir regim ents 

.ire eacarpcd around i t .  Khooshial Singh Jcrnid ir, F’uFoor 

I:, -n-ul -dean and e th ers  have f ..r the le n t  three Jay i beer 

attem pting tc  bring the m utineers to  terms but w ithout 

e f f e c t .  I understand s ix  non the* pay has been o ffered  -go 

then and an anno s ty  f  r the pant. These term 3 the 

m utineers would accept i f  they ecuid depend on the Raja’ s  

promises but they say he r i l l  act towards then as ho did  

towards the Sepoys o f the Cor; 3  th a t m utinied at Umrutsur. 

Several of the Gcluadaus have fa m ilie s  a t Lahore* Those 

have boon se ize d  by order o f the Raja, but t h is  stop has 

had no e f f e c t  in in tim id a tin g  thorn* Th® me&ceiatione 

s t i l l  going on, an - i mutineer : have good two vt three

months f i U t

ammunition fo r  th o ir  guns, i t  i s  supposed they w il l  obtai: 

terms for tbom solvos.

Raja Scuchct Singh with one thousand horse l e f t
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t h is  some days ago for At took, some more troops wore 

ordered, v i a  I u n d en t nd the Pronch regim ents or a part 

Of tfcer were to have gene, but tho ir departure for tho

to  t  •'. |

Golundaus.

7 .

L etter  frc;: Doctor I 'iirn y , 3urgcosi , 4th fterinnnt, Native In fa n try f Lahore 
to  Capt. Wade, P o l i t ic a l  A ssis ta n t, Loo dee an a. Dated 7th Jan. 1377. 

o f Consult a t i cm EM March 1877, L etter Wo»6i, Vol. 16, Bang© •

One o f  the B a tta lio n s  which are under the 

command o f  Measeur Towtura having arrived from camp on 

the r rrii • o f  th© 4-th In s t . The Baja sen t for  me i® the  

afternoon to  the Bungalow, near tc  which i t  was paraded.

The B atta lion  co n sis ted  o f about seven hundred mon. I t  

was drawn up in three ranks and in open cr&or. The non 

w are i l l  Punjebees c f  u n if  r r  height and looked very 

Sr; oy-lifco . They -ere dressed in red jack ets (made to  f i t )  

.w h ite  pan . I m& an 1 yel i n~-r: an !,.rith  b lack ItftDM f 

b e l t s  and pouches. I locked at 3evoral o f the muskets and 

found they .■.'©re .11 E nglish . After passing down tho l in o  

tho renr ranks took c lo se  order, and the manuel and 

i 1 : to or c :e r c i7 o  rac performed. This d iffer ed  in some 

p o in ts  frc." th a t p ra ctised  In our regim ents. The B atta lion
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afterw ards ©hanged i t s  p o sit io n  by ©ehell an bov amenta,

an l went through sev era l aaaoouvroa whiok th© men escouted  

admirably, os s a l  a l ly  the advance xa l in o .  They la s t ly  

r. arehea : a ct in review  and th© Raja ucsircd  th e  occs&andant 

&; .-ring the B a tta lio n  next day provided w ith  blank car

tr id g e . I t  !iccor in g iy  was again drawn up on tho a fto r -  

Ftoan o f  th rs .hth. Thar - was nothing done except the f ir in g ,  

but th a t *’713 done u  a very superior s ty lo .  In fa c t , I
Jcm/

Tho vns h igh ly  pleased with th e ir  per ferrate©

and g r a t if ie d  at the d e lig h t  1 appeared to derive iron  

the review . He j  so  r ich  dreosc? to  the three sen ior  

o f f i c e r s  and ordered sonny to be d istr ib u ted  among the 

nen in i rep ortion s according t i  th o ir  ranks -  a Sepoy 

r e c e iv in g  one ru??ee.

Yesterday afternoon another of Monsieur Ventura* e 

B a tta lio n s  was dra*n «.>. Tho &©a wore m ostly Goorkha3 

• ' i t  i" in n noo<jioaeo tho Goorkha Pul tan . They

wore dro3sed in dark green Jackets r ith  rod fa c in g s , and 

had shakes o f  a ^ar ;>ean pattern* Is* o ther respect©  they 

r e ^ b l o d  tho B a tta lio n  1 had seoa on the preceding day, 

and per firmed the sar© ranocuvres eq u ally  w e ll .  Thor© arc 

many 1 B atta lion  , r BOt being a s u f f ic ie n t
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supply o f  Gocrkfcaa to f i l l  vacancies as they occur.

Owing to t h is ,  the nan re re met so uniform in h eigh t as 

the e th e r 3, and . i a  not look  3c w ell on parade, but th e ir  

•state of d is c ip lin e  vn3 o x o a lien t. To each Company ‘n 

th ese  B a:taliaR S, are one Subeaar, u»c Jemid-ir, i^ur

UA J

commandant and oao Adjutant*

I uftderstaivi I am to see the other B atta lioa .s, but 

do uo t oxpeo w to wave m uppui*tun*ty o f meeting with th e ir

Frjmofc o fi’io s r a . Indaad, tac R-ja sccr.o to  kc«4- thac 

purposely ou t of the way. teuasieur Centura came in from 

camp on some preasi&c b u sin ess both yesterday and to -d iy  

but returned immediately af-er seeing the Raja each time.

Yesterday tho R n ji'a  oouversaticft was c h ie f ly  

h orses, and a number o f h ie  were paraded which ho seemed 

to wi' o great s a t is fa c t io n  in  showing to  me. There were 

about tweaay - iv o  m d  u i  very riohay equipped* He onquirod 

vary m inutely about S ag iish  horses, th e ir  p r ic e s , q u a lit ie s  

e tc , uxul oviaced  a grea t desire* to  g et one or two o f them.

1 t o i  1 him tho prfcco o f  good Thgiish horses wore in  

C alcutta  from four to s ix ,  seven, ur even tea thousand 

rupees. He sa id  he rould l ik e  to  have one cr  two o f the
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very b e s t ,  and asked i f  I knew i f  the Governor General 

had brought any with him up the eountry.

The insubordination  among the Gc£undauz has sub

sid ed . They yesterday accepted the terms o f the Raja, v iz  

s ix  months and an amnesty for the p ast, and Shehr Singh 

has become se cu r ity  th at h is  fa th er does not v io la te  h is  

word. This morning they marched in to  cantonments and a 

number o f  s a lu te s  have been f ir e d  both yesterday and to  

day ia  ce leb ra tio n  o f t h i s  event.

8 .

L etter from Doctor Murray, Surgeon 4th Regiment, N ative In fantry , Lahore
to  Capt. Wade, P o l i t ic a l  A ss is ta n t Loodeeaea, dated 12th Jam. 1827.
Date o f  C onsultation 2nd March 1827, L etter  No.68, Vol. 16, Range 125.

Cn the 8th in s ta n t , the Raja in  to ta l  d isregard of 

h is  prom ises tc  the contrary, caused a l l  tho Golundaz 

concerned in  the la t e  mutiny to be se ized  and imprisoned. 

Some o f them hearing th at th is  was in a g ita tio n  had taken  

f l ig h t ,  but nearly  two hundred I have lespmed were la id  

hold o f .  This step  caused much d is s a t is fa c t io n , and the  

Sirdars em ployed.in bringing the men back to th e ir  duty 

and who had pledged them selves that the Raja would abide by 

h is  word, were very indignant on the oecasion . The men

have been nearly  a l l  re lea sed  s in ce , only f iv e  or s ix  o f  

those most prom inently engaged being s t i l l  in confinement, ♦
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and i t  i s  supposed th a t  they a lso  w il l  soon bo 3et at 

l ib e r ty .  Tho Raja however did not allow th is  opportunity  

o f  g r a t ify in g  h is  ru lin g  passion to pas3 unnogleoted. Ho 

has accordingly  cut two months* pafc from the men and one 

from the o f f i c e r s .  Though very communicative in general, 

the Raja has never adverted in  any o f h is  conversations  

with re  to th i3  d isturbance.

In the afternoon I wont to the Bungalow, the 

Goorkha B a tta lio n  was drawn up provided w ith blank ca r t

rid ge and f ir e d  in  a von/ superior s t y le .  There was a 

B a tta lio n  o f  Punjaboo3 on the l o f t ,  which the Raja sa id  

had boon ra ised  only about e ig h t months, and v&o wore 

arncd with a p a r ticu la r  kind o f nu3kct. Be sen t for  one, 

and I found i t  to  be a matchlock w ith a musket back f i t t e d  

to i t .  I thought i t  very heavy and unmanageable. All the 

men o f th is  B a tta lio n  had sim ila r  firearm s.

While th ese  B a tta lio n s  wore manoeuvring, there  

arrived  about one hundred and f i f t y  dancing g i r l s  on 

elep han ts belonging to  the Raja, and dismounting at a 

l i t t l e  d ista n ce , core forward and sa t down in a 3eni-cirC iC  

in fron t o f th e  Raj a d a  a carpet spread for the purpose. 

They i l l  were r ich ly  dressed, and wore very expensive gold  

and 3 iiv a r  ornament3. They wore a lso  armed, most o f  thorn 

with bows and arrows, and a few with spoors, swords, and
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s h ie ld s  o f  a dim inutive s i  so . Two o f  tho loaders went 

up and made Nusurs to  tho Raja o f a few rupees which he

took. The whole presented  a s tr ik in g  and Hovel appearance. 

Tho Raja w ith  a lock  exp ressive  o f  groat s a t is fa c t io n  

d irected  my a tten tio n  towards them frequently  and I s ig n i

f ie d  to him how much gratif ied  I was by the novelty o f the 

spectacle. A fter about an hour they withdrew in  the same 

manner as they came and th e  Raja d irected  two hundred 

Ga3hmere rupees (a base ccto worth from e ig h t to  tw elve  

annas each) to  bo distributed among them. I t  struck me 

th a t ho m ight have enlarged h is  bounty, w ithout incurring  

the charge o f extravagance.

In the evening I roceiv d a v i s i t  from Puqucr Imam 

-u l-d een . A fter ta lk in g  a good deal about tho great fondness 

fo r  f in e  h orses which tho Raja had, he sa id  th a t he was 

very anxious tc  g e t 3one English one3, and th a t he had sen t  

him tc  rao fo r  the purpose o f a scerta in in g  how he might 

succeed in h is  w ish es. Ho added th a t the Raja v/as preparing  

3orae r ich  p resen ts  fo r  the Governor General and th a t i f  the 

la t te r  would make p resen ts in return, th a t the Raja would 

p refer sor.c English horses tc anything e ls e  th a t could bo 

sent. I sa id  I was con fid en t that the in sta n t tho Governor
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General was rado acquainted w ith tho Raja*s wisho3, ho 

vould adopt m easures fo r  sp eed ily  g r a t ify !nz  thorn, and 

th a t , i f  ho v d shod I would w rite to  you on tho su b jec t. 

Tho Puquor 3a i 3 ho would apeak tc  the Raja on the oubjoct. 

Tho next day ho t o i l  eo  th a t the Raja approved of my 

su g g estio n , and 'wished no tc  address you imriCdiataly, 

th a t ho minted to  have at le a s t  two good horsos, and th a t  

Bay ,ind Grey v?ero h i3 favour!to  co lou rs.

On tho 10th Raja enquired about th e  pro gross of 

tho Governor Genoral.

Thor? have boon review s o f corps every day and I 

have no1*; seen the 5th Infantry B a tta lio n s  which are under 

the ooronni o f  Vca ;a*ftontura. Thoir e x c o lio n t s ta te  o f  

d is c ip l in e  shews th a t great pains have boon bos tewed on 

them.

The Rajah* 3  health  c o n t in u e ! ................  and to  d^y

he had a very b e a u tifu l small ten t p itched  ia  tho area o f  

tho Bungalow. I t  was p er fec tly  now, and e n tir e ly  composed 

o f  Pushrni^na and r ich  Cashnero shaw ls. Ho sa id  i t  co s t  

h ir  about twenty f iv e  thousand rupees.
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Lett** fro *  Dec tor Murray, Surgeon 4 th n- , Lahore
. . J m  ‘

Oato o f C onsultation  16 th March, id**?, Lot tor IVc. 13, V ol. 13, tango 1515.

In the afternoon o f  th® 13th In stan t in consequence 

o f  a ftosistge fron th e Raja, I -ronocded to  the Buigaiow

in fro n t o f  which the lo t  Rogiasoat o f  cavalry c a lle d  

Dragoon reg ia  oat, van dr&vra up. The me® w#r® dreaaad ia  

r3d ja c k e ts , w hite pantaloon® and hoots m4 yellow  rugraos. 

They rare in  number about seven hundred and a il  had s&br03, 

c-ur*“iuc®f and black b o lt s  and pouebe*. They wcr* f e l l  

mountc * and had a raartiul appearance. They executed scrnie 

•aacouvrcs which were done* ruoh i ore slow ly than i s  the  

custca  with our rcgi.aoats o f  cava lry , but s t i l l  vary w e ll .  

•These were d ire c ted  by M. Ya&turs. ho was p resen t. The 

Raja sa id  t h i s  corps '7ia e a lc a l a tad to a ct an in fan try  

a lr e . He sa id  he gavo the &en twenty s ix  rupees a month 

each, and that »vitl th is  allowance they provided them selves 

with every th in g , but that i f  th o ir  horses wore K illed  m  

action  they rece iv ed  aa ex tra  recompense fraa hir;. U. 

Ventura, ho s a i l ,  ?ras ruch r.crc s t r i c t  than tho other Sahib, 

but he d is tr ib u te d  p resen ts o f money e tc  smoagst than- on
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039331 ca3 o f  i?i®ir behaving well* Aft o r  a short time 1*

Ventura disriount^d and approach©* the c ir c le .  The Haj a

c a lle d  to hi© â ci made him a lt  t.ocm betw ixt him ? & &  mo.

Ho i3  a fi&o 1 .vckiug young ssaa apparently about a i  years

c f  age, very .••.aut in  b is  person ^<i d ress, anti gentlem anly

in  I .is  conversation  m^. manners. Ho wears h is  beard lon g .

ho conversed a good deal In French, .*nd ho to ld  mo i t  was

at h is  j,messing in sta n c es  that the Raj a cot*sensed to t h is

in terv iew , fo r  a su sp ic ion  ex is te e  th a t I would try  to

o x io t  join o un di. 2 in f lu  o ncc ovc ;• him an < hi .3 f r i  ©n d. Ho

enquired ab out th© new a o f  Surcye which I d© tailed to  hi©

j z  far as I * is  acquad&ted. He ?/ is  much a ffec ted  when I

mentioned Eolunoraais do .th to him, sa id  ho had served

unrfer him i s  t?s.c Thjnsi an camp l i y z  aid ipeka o f  Jusa in

high t o r is .  I said he was regarded by a il Europe us tho
*

boot and moat usiab lo  character, o f a l l  ihe eminent men 

the French revo lu tion  hud produced. After about* f i f t e e n  

m inutes he sen t him asn.y, ind then ashed mo very earn estly  

what I thought o f  him, VC he was a Gen ties; on, and a rea l 

Pronchran. I rep lied  thorc Could bo l i t t l e  doubt that he 

was a Gentleman, .tad th a t  as fur us i  could judge, 1 thought 

hit? Pronch. He was p loa3et at th is  and added, sotiO people
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s a i d  t h a t  he and hist f r i e a d  were n o t  T ah i t s  b u t  Geras, 

and t h a t  th e y  v e rc  n o t  r e a l  Frenchm eu, I soon a f t e r  oomo 

avoiy• In  to o  O’/etiin*; F u a u e r  luzm ux deen c a l l e d  and 

*g xn r  : \ r o  a o n tu d  t h e  fire  a t  aax , e ty  th o  Ra j a  :nani f o o t e d  

a b o u t  t i e  h o r s e s ,  I t o a d  h i r  X had w r i t t e n  you yn th e  

su b je c t, on i would do 30 again.

On the VUh about dp.ra. I v/ont to the* Bu&galovr 

v.-r,cro th e  R a j a  vras, and whore th e  Vnd o r  Lancer r e g im e n t  

roe iiravrr* up. They '-*cr; seven thousand stron g , throe hun

dred c f  vho*n vrcre punj' bcH r, the r e s t  Hindustan0 0 0 . Tho 

Ra j u  s a i d  i t  was g ee*  p o l i c y  mixing: t h e  men in  t h e  ro c im o n t:  

i n  d u j  M anner asi i t  1 r e v e n t e a  t a u t i a o e s .  The U x n d u s ta n c e s  

m  t h i s  rdgifl d ■ ; _ r  i a  /Hirkha& s s e r v i c e .

This ro^ iaen t was w ell dressed . The won had g ro y  j a c k e t s

w ith  rod fa c in g s , and rod con ical c ape w i t h  b r a s s  p l a t e s
*

* hioh Icokea very w e ll . The cunjof:coo however had no caps, 

r e r o l y  ; : ..r y c i l c *  ; u ; ; r i ' —• They i- ad a l l  a a b r o ?  a l&jces 

about s i n e  or ton f e e t  l o r ’:. They went through severa l 

v anoouvros rh ich  wore as yesterday d irected  by V. Ventura 

and then r. arched \ us*; in review or Tar. i!« Ven tura soon 

a fte r  apyrt ached x d  oat dawn near too Raja, and requested  

ho a cu li oliu<v me to vricciaaco b is  ch ild , which was rea d ily  

p rin ted . I t e a k  th is  uppcrtuaity cf again m entioning
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vaccination  and ry *i sh to  e s ta b lis h  i t .  The Raja sa id  ho 

had no objection, and asked Hi on Dhan oingh about i t ,  vrho 

sa id  the n a tiv e s  had a d is l ik e  to  i t ,  .m4 would not b r i n g  

th e ir  c h ii ir o n , regarding i t  as -a in novation . I 414 n ot 

p ress  Vac 1 U/Iirtcas further at tao t iu e .  M. Von tar a a fte r  

a short conversation  aithdrovr. The Raja sa id  th at he had 

d irected  the French Con tic: on to :. iv e  no an en to r t  aim oat 

and that i t  would take p lace in two days.

Jurisg the l a s t  two days acth ing J  importance 

has occurcd. I have not seen the Raja, and :r; in c lin ed  

to  think tlvat - m - ,  ther opportunity o f see in g  iu  Ventura 

w il l  nut bo afforded re  the i 'a c i i i ty  v/ith which we conversed  

was reviewed with di s tru st by sou.© o f the Raja’ s ad v isors, 

and I have n ot hoard anything norc oi the en tcrta in non t  

mentioned by the Raj i tv/c a ays ago.

10.
Lc wtor rroK Ooo W v. I /■';!». j. •7> CUV <1 ;v.-i‘A i Regiment, fikvtive In fan try , Lahore
to C ip t. Wade, P o lit to a l .., hoc. .. Dated 15th F ob .l
Dace o f  C onsultation 23rd Hare h ! B 7 ,  h o tter  No. CC, V c l . l t ,  Range IC5.

The R 'ga’ r? h ealth  continues nuch the nomo. His 

stren gth  i s  improved out tvs i s  s t i l l  '.-abject to occasional 

a tt  acks o f  the pain in  h is  s i  dr and the other syreptoss o f  

h is  con?,i*int Roberts have been in c irc u la tio n  for same
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days p a st, th a t he *oul-£ leave  t h i s  piaoo fo r  Umrutsur,

but ac dependence can be* placed in then, fo r  the Baja sol«ior

d iv u lg es h i 3  y im n  t i l l  t Y . v j  are ready to  be carried  in to  

asccu t! on.

Returning frar r«y r i  la t h is  tx m in g , I oavi the 

Raja taking an a ir in g , and I s h i l l  g ive you a sh ort des

cr ip tio n  o f  tho  s t a t e  '.M o’, ho I'.cap a on such o cca sio n s.

y t o t l j A a  ' I ■ 

m i g la sed . in ;.t along w ith hi . ire g en era lly  two boys, 

the sons o f  Raja Gciab siRgh and Mi m Dhan S lash , ono 

about e ig h t md tho o ther f iv e  years o f  age. The la t t e r  i s  

i great f  ivourit©  and in  always r itb  the Raja. Hoar to  

tho tonjatuk, c ic h t  or ion c«f h is  fa v o u r ite  horses aro le d ,  

tnd sc arrange a as tc  be always m view . Ad out ono hundred 

yards on each s i* ? , and in fron t, mounted troopers rove  

along to keep the ground, ?ji* Uiow no ono to  approach the  

prosen os *itheut th e  R a il’ s  perm ission . In the rear fo llov ;s  

th o30 S irdars vrho ir e  in  attendance, .aid a number o f serv m ts ,  

elep h an ts, horses t e .  Mi "in ? h  m  Singh i s  gen era lly  on 

fo o t ta lk in g  by th e s i  ?e o f the'Ton*?r. I observed to  day 

m E nglish  ch a r io t (ono hi oh war sen t by Mr Sctou from 

D ahli) in the ronr of the pageant drawn by an elephant
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?/hich vaa clum sily  attached to i t  by ropos. A fter going

aboi't cnn cr two M ic a  th e  - aj a ccretic iea  returns? to h is  

te n ts , 3u5r.»tiries i f  h© take.-;; a l ik in g  to  the p lace , he 

‘ j xjj i t  faitI, B .

a great part o f  the day* To £ny ha halted  about h a lf  way 

to  -he Tnatl V ilb&gh (a garden throe K03 S ast iron L ah e r a ) 

and aa I afterw ards mat a nutafcor a f  elep h an ts and cajneis 

loaded w iih  te n ts  I suppose ho w il l  r e ta in  sio&e tm o  i t  

hi a n ex crons'?, cr pn*cno*l on to  the fh n il U al.

The Haja broakfaoto ia& ediately  a fte r  h is  noraing  

rid©, then undresses and ft a i the r ig h t  side e tc  rubbed 

w ith a ixnament for aorao time, md e th er  to p ic a l r a r e f ie s  

applied  to  i t .  After th is  the Durbar i s  opened, u su a lly  

between *S tmd 10 colonU end basin  ear. transnoted vrh. ch 

gen era lly  con tinues t i l l  Ip^a. Svery th in s  however t r iv ia l  

connected w ith h is  a f fa ir e  i i  comtaunioatod to the ft Ja no 

he is s u e s  h ie  orders and in s tr u c tio n s  ^roiaptly, regarding  

th e  ©.ensures? 'tffeich he f ish ©3 to be pursued* About 4 p. . 

ho again cakes h is  a poaronce* then two or r.ore B a tta lio n s  

arc gen era lly  paraded, vrfciok go through sev era l r-aacouvroa,

(v

g e ts  in to  h is  Ton Jen arid takes a r id e  for a short d is ta n c e t
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ci..re freq u en tly  ho reg a in s  s i t t in g  under in awning with  

a few of rin  c o n fid e n tia l lird& rs near to  him• When the 

Baja wishes to  see me ia ay medical capacity, I  go there 

usually between S and 9 oclocjk ia  the monimg, aad am

£in*isj&d previous to tl.e  ©panlag o f  the Durbar. On

other <»C3 vs ion s he always ssnd.s for *»© in  the aftcraoon  

•i5ten the © onveraatl.u  turns -:.-n gonoral subjects* Oa the

: l i t ’.? 1 v*a-.; a::.t ic r ,  when a fte r  the usual 

.' ■<>i.* '?• .j o *-* i r . g* -»• -> i t G o v e r n o r  General ,

began a3kfag \ nunber o f q uestions about Balloon a, and

in SUrcpe th.r/ xcrc ©rcr used fv f p&nposos o f war. 

Or? t h e  a e m i a g  c f  t h e  I S t h  I  w a s  cu co o n e -*  a n  a  g r e a t  l u r r y  

mJ  cn ray a rr iv a l found ao had a roourrcnca c f  the t3 in  

I • s i  :r  : *.? x n r \ :  t h e  n i g h t  w h i c h  s t i l l  o o a t i c u o d .

He i s  a! ray ■3 Cw*. JiC" orah 1 y llansed  hen theoo ro ia p sss  

oaour, sr.ci though he s t r iv e s  to conceal h is  a g x ta ti ■«ji*, iiiiC 

s ta te  ©f h is  shews i t  i t  cnee.

I 3»:?.o day a ago ar-ked M, Allard i f  the* d osira , the  

Raja ba3 sc. o f  tea  eayressod fo r  :r- in terv iew  a it l. the 

Cowemcr General was r e a lly  f e l t  by him, or i f  i t  was 

F.nrely a fa ces . dc fnl l e c .  Ho r ep lied  th at undoubtotuy the  

Baja was sn sicu s  fur the in terviev^  m i. that previous to



r.y a rr iv a l ho had asked I*. Ventura and him, i f  thoy 

thought the Governor General would ©one to  P h ilio r o , i f  

ho communicated h is  wi3h to have an intorviovr. They sa id  

they did not think tho Governor General would como no far  

as P h illo r o , and thoy suggested tho mooting in b oats on 

the S u tle j  to  tho Raja who wi3 much p leased  with the idoa. 

U• Allard added, he was induced to mention th is ,  from 

having r e c o lle c te d  a t tho time, tho mooting o f  the  

IS&porors Napoleon and Aloxandor at T i l s i t .

Some unfavourable now3 arrived to  day from At took 

to  day and troops have boon ordered to hold them selves in  

read in ess to  march in th at d ir e c tio n . The rea l statem ent 

has not yet appeared, but I hear that Raja Souchot Singh 

ha3 been defeated  and ob liged  to  f a l l  back. Yostorday a 

report was prevalen t th at tho French o f f ic e r s  with th e ir  

fo rc e s  wore to march a lso . 1 saw thorn la s t  n ig h t and 

a3kod i f  i t  was tho C330. Thoy sa id  they did not know, 

they had hoard th at such and such and such a th in g  was in  

contem plation, but tho Raja had sa id  nothing as yet on 

the su b jec t.
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11.
L etter  frotr Doctor Murray, Surgeon 4th Regiment, N ative In fin try ,L ahore  
to  Capt* Wade, P o l i t ic a l  A ssis ta n t, Ludhiana, dated 13th F eb .lcF ?.
Date o f  C onsultation  30th March 13T7, L etter No. Voi . l^ Range 1H5.

Three days ago in te l l ig e n c e  arrived here from

Attoek, that there had been a ser io u s engagement between 

the Rajahs troop s, and the Rajah’ s  in su rgen ts. I f  c r e d it  

could be given to tho rumours in c ir c u la t io n , i t  would 

appear th a t  tho Rajah’ s troops had been beaten with con

s id era b le  lo s s ,  but I am informed by Chr. A llard, t h is  i3  

not tho ca se . There i3  a bridge o f  boats across tho r iv o r  

at Attoek constructed  la t e ly  for i  issago o f the ry

and in attempt was made by tho oncny to  destroy t o  t h is  

bridge in which they had nearly succeeded. The action  

took p lace hero, and a fte r  a severe lo s s  on both s id e s  the 

enemy were r e p e lle d . A r e q u is it io n  has been made however 

to the Rajah for more troops which ho has sp eed ily  com plied  

w ith . The Horse A r t ille r y  crossed the Ravi yesterday with 

orders to proceed in th a t d ire c tio n . Two Regiments of  

cavalry  had passed tho day b efore, and today tho French 

o f f ic e r s  with th e ir  force  marched a lso . Tho other battaiaom  

d isc ip lin e d  in tho B r it ish  ex o rc ise  are under .rd a rs to 

march, and 10m.o o f  therr rove o f f  to morrow. To givo  an 

e f f e c t  to  the whole and s tr ik e  a terror  in to  the enemy, th e



Rajah*3 t e n ts  and horses have gone a lso  across tho r lv o r , 

and arc now at the Shah Durr ah, and I b e lie v e  i t  i s  the  

in te n tio n  o f  the Rajah to go there h im self for a few days 

now that h is  regular troop3 have marched for  the sea t o f  

distnobance. I t  i s  expected that peace w il l  soon be 

resto red .

The in3urgants across the Attook arc in  con sid erab le  

number, i t  i s  sa id  about forty  thousand men but in d iffe r e n tly  

armed. U, Ventura yesterday showed me a l e t t e r  from one 

o f  the French gentlemen detained at Peshawar to  h is  fr ien d s  

here. I t  was dated tho 3rd February. The Rulor o f  

Peshawar made the d isturbed  s ta te  o f  the country an excuse 

for  not a llow ing them t -  proceed. Tho w riter  d escrib es  

the in su rg en ts a3 a rabble with hardly any o f fe n s iv e  arms, 

thoy c o n s is t  e n t ir e ly  almost o f  Susafzye3, and tho fa n a tic
eSyyd Ahmed A llie  i3  one o f th e ir  p r in c ip a l le a d e rs , being  

w ithout money and almost w ithout arms, they w i l l  be soon 

disp ersed  on the a rr iv a l o f  the regu lar troop s. M. Ventura 

mentioned to  me th a t t h i s  gentleman was a cousin german o f  

h is  and had come to India for the purpose o f  see in g  him, 

fo r  he had no in ten tio n  o f  en terin g  tho R aja's s e r v ic e .

He had been a Colonel o f  tho A r t ille r y  o f tho Imperial 

Guard under Bapoleon, but a3 tho A r t ille r y  o f the R aja's
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army i3  one In which '*322? sa lu tary changes may operate, 

and which are indeed r e q u is ite  to  render i t  e f f e c t iv e ,  I 

am in c lin e d  to  th ink , ho has been in v ite d  to  come to  India  

by h is  fr ien d s here, and that he w il l  have the organ isation  

o f  t h is  branch committed to  him on h is  a r r iv a l.

The Rajah's h ea lth  continues to  improve, and he i s  

i s  e x c e lle n t  s p ir i t s  for  the la 3 t  two days, ft© has boon 

at Shall Mai Bagh, which he w il l  leave in  two days more 

in  order to  cros3 the

12.

L etter  foon Doctor Murray, Surgeon 4th Regiment, N ative In fan try , Lahore 
to  Capt. ffade, P o l i t ic a l  A ssis ta n t, Ludhiana, dated 24th February 1827. 
Dato o f  C onsultation 30th March 1827, B etter  N o.36, Vol./^Range 125.

The Rajah l o f t  the Shall Mai Bagh on tho morning o f  

the 22nd and yesterday had h is  te n ts  p itched  in  tho garden 

near the c i t y ,  which he occupied on my f i r s t  a rr iv a l a t  

Lahore. I 3aw him there t h is  morning. Ho looked w ell 

and appeared in  good s p ir i t s .  After some conversation  

regarding hi3 health  which he sa id  was much b e tte r , he 

mentioned th a t he had received  la t e  accounts from Attock, 

th a t th® insurgant3 there were in great numbers, some sa id  

3s ix ty  thousand (6 0 .0 0 0 ) but he did n ot think there wore 

more than fo r ty  thousand (40 .000) men, that people as far  

as Candahar had assembled and joined  tho enemy, that there



was only a d istan ce  o f ten Kos between them and h i3  fo r c e s , 

and th a t he expected soon to  hear o f  another a c tio n . He 

sa id  h is  fo r c e s  th ere  ̂ mounted to  ton thousand (1 0 .0 0 0 )  

horsemen, th at he had w ritten  to  Sirdar Boodh Singh who 

commanded, to f a l l  back u n t i l  ho was jo in ed  by tho French 

o f f ic e r s  and th e ir  troop3, but th a t the Sirdar had ro p lied  

th a t ho could maintain h is  ground, and w hile he could do 

th a t, would n ot th ink  o f r e tr e a t in g .

Tho Rajah sa id , he supposed tho French o f f ic e r s  wore

now at Rawal Pindoe (they  l e f t  t h is  on the morning o f tho 

18th) and th a t thoy and the horse a r t i l l e r y  would soon 

arrive at tho scene o f  a ctio n . When t h is  occurred, he had 

no doubt but the enemy would 3oon be d isp ersed , as they 

had no a r t i l l e r y ,  and wore in d if fe r e n t ly  armed.

Tho other B a ta llio n 3  which l o f t  th is  for th a t quarter 

have boon bill ted , and are novr encamped about 3 ix  Kos o f f  

on the other s id e  o f the Ravey, w aiting  for fu rth er in s tr u c t 

io n s . The Rajah sa id  h is  B a tta lio n s march about 20 Kos 

a day, and th a t the Sepoys b esid es th o ir  arms and accoutre

ments carry two or throe days p ro v isio n s w ith them on th e ir

b a te . There are Godovrns for sto r in g  grain , a tta  e tc  erected  

at a d istan ce  o f th ir ty  and forty  Ko3 from ono another on
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tho march, and tho men are supplied with r a t io n s  whon 

necessary from than.

Tho Rajah enquired, i f  I had received  information  

l a t e l y  o f  tho progress o f  Governor General. I rep lied  I 

had rece iv ed  a l e t t e r  from you s ta t in g  that he had arrived  

at the Kutah on tho 12th and was to enter Dehlee on the 

morning o f  the 15th in s ta n t .  He then desired  mo to w rite  

you f u l l y ,  and communicate h is  earnest wish for an in te r 

view, and h is  hopes th a t  i f  h is  Lordship would come to 

Loodeona the meeting might bo e f f e c te d .  He then mentioned 

hi3  in te n t io n  o f  seM ing a present to  hi3 Lordship, and 

wished to  know what th in g s  would be most acceptable , cabul 

horses, Cashmere 3hawl3 and pushmanah o f  d i f f e r e n t  kinds 

e tc  e t c .  He asked me to  w rite  you a lso  on t h i s  su b jec t  

in  order th a t  you might a scerta in  what th in gs he ought to  

send, as ho would endeavour to g r a t ify  ftis Lordship in t h i s  

p a r t ic u la r .  I re p lie d  th a t I would communicate h is  wishes  

to  you, and added th a t  i f  he was anxious for  the in terv iew ,  

the b e s t  plan would be to  communicate h is  wi3h©3 to  the  

Resident at Dehlee or to you. Adverting to  what the Rajah 

had to ld  me on a former occasion , v iz  that he had w ritten  

to  S ir  Charles Metcalf© for  h is  opinion regarding the
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mutiny, I asked i f  he had a rep ly . He sa id  not ye t , but 

th a t  ho expected one d a i ly .  I soon a fter  took my lea v e .

The Raj ah wa3 s i t t i n g  to  day in an oa3y chair in  

the centre o f  a large  flovrer garden, and he d irected  my 

a tten tio n  severa l times to  the flow ers with which he was 

surrounded, asking i f  there wore any such in Europe. There 

wa3 no person near him except Mianh Dhan Singh and an 

attendant.

13.

L e t t e r  from Doctor Murray, Surgeon 4th Regiment, Native Infantry , Lahoro 
to Oapt. Wade, P o l i t i c a l  A ss is ta n t  at Ludhiana dated 27th February 1827 
Date o f  Consultation 20th April 1827, L etter  No. 5, V o l.21, Range 12S.

Tho Rajah’ s hoalth continues much the same but he 

has boon in  very low s p i r i t s  for  3ofte days, owing to the  

unfavourable accounts from Attock which have la t e ly  arrived, 

The numbers o f  the enemy in that quarter have considerably  

increased , and Yar Mohammad Khan ha3 a lso  jo ined  h is  forcc3
e

with th a t  o f  the Syi^d Ahmed A lly . 0rdor3 have been sen t  

from th i3 ,  to  the troop3 on th e ir  march towards Attock, to  

make a l l  p o ss ib le  d ispatch and during the l a s t  four day3 

upwards o f  for ty  p ie c e s  o f  a r t i l l e r y  have been sent o f f  

from t h i3 .  The Sikh B a tta lio n s  which were encamped across  

tho Ra^(|y have marched to tho banks o f  the Chanab according



to  orders rece ived , and are to remain there for  further  

in s tr u c t io n s .

To day however in t e l l ig e n c e  of  a so re  favourable  

nature has been rece iv ed . In the forenoon I was disturbed  

by the repeated d ischarges o f  a r t i l l e r y ,  and soon a f te r  I 

rece ived  a v i s i t  from Captain N oer-u l-deon. He sa id  tho
rkt

Rajah had se n t  him for the purpose o f  communicating «£ 

contents o f  a despatch which had j u s t  been received  from 

Attock. I t  was from Sirdar Boodh Singh.

The enemy i t  seems had made two desperate attacks  

upon two p o s i t io n s  occupied by the Rajah's fo rce s ,  but a f te r  

a severe c o n f l i c t  they had been repulsed in  each, and put 

to f l i g h t ,  which wa3 so ordered and one th a t  groat numbers 

were 3abred by the Rajah's cavalry. The aotion seems to  

have boon a 3©voro d e c is iv e  one. Both Yar Mohammad Khan
e

and the Sy^d wore engaged in  i t .  Tho former l o s t  s ix  

piooes o f  cannon, and h is  camp became a plunder to  the 

v ic to r s .

Calipha Boor-ul-doen mentioned that the Rajah was 

in  high s p i r i t s  on rece iv in g  the news o f  t h i s  v ic to ry ,  

and anxious th a t  h is  fr ien d s  should bo made acquainted with  

i t .  I tia«tehi» o f f e r  my war© congratu lations to  the Rajah 

on the splendid  su ccess  o f  h is  arms, and to add th a t  I
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would have much p leasure in conraunieating the in t e l l ig e n c e  

to  you.

This success  w i l l  cramp the e f fo r t*  o f  tho enemy,

and d isa b le  them from repeating th e ir  aggressions for s o b ©

tim e. In a few day3 a lso , the hor3e a r t i l l e r y ,  and the

regular troop3 o f  tho Rajah w i l l  arrive at the 3cene of

a ction , which w i l l  enable h is  Sirdars to  adopt o f fe n s iv e

measures in stead  f  confin ing  themselves to d efen sive  ones.

The Rajah appears to  be as desirous as ever o f  an

in terv iew  with the Governor General, but I question much

i f  h is  rea l in c l in a t io n s  are in ordnance with h is  p ro fe ss -
A.

io n s .  The disturbed condition o f  hi3 p o ssess io n s  ^cross the

Attock, and the hazardous s ta te  in which troops there have

boon for some time, must n atu ra lly  render him averse from

going to a greater  d istan ce  from them. Indeed i f  i t  had

not boon for these reasons he would have returned to

Umrutsur long ore t h i s .  I f  h is  health  wa3 s u f f i c i e n t ly  
£

e^ stab lish ed , I have no doubt but ho would h im self  be soon 

at the head o f  h i3 troops. The w ell known energy o f  h is  

character and h is  m il i ta r y  ardour warrant me in  drawing 

th at  conclusion , and I m  given to understand he o ften  

expresses  to  h is  attendants, that in a b i l i t y  to undergo 

much fa t ig u e  and to s i t  on horsebatek alone prevent him
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accompanying h i s  troops in  person.

A rumour has been rifle for  3ome days hero, that  

tho Raj ah in tends going immediately to  tfazeerabad (on tho 

banks o f  the Chanab about forty  Kos north west from t h i s )  

but there i s  no re a l  foundation for it*  In fa c t  he keeps 

h is  measures so profoundly se c r e t  from every on£ that not  

even h is  most c o n f id e n t ia l  servants know in the morning 

whether t h e ir  master in tends to s h i f t  h i3  camp or remain 

where he i s .

14.

L e t t e r  from D oc to r  M urray ,  Surgeon 4 th  Regim ent ,  N a t i v e  I n f a n t r y ,  L aho re  
t o  C a p t .  ^ade, P o l i t i c a l  A s s i s t a n t  a t  L u d h ia n a ,  d a t e d  2nd March 1S27. 
Date o f  C o n s u l t a t i o n  2 0 th  A p r i l  1827, L e t t e r  No. 5, V ol .  y \ t Range 125.

In the immediate v ic in i t y  o f  Lahore, but c h ie f ly  

in  an Sa3t and North Sa3t d irection  from the c i ty ,  are 

several gardens containing f r u i t  treo3 and flow ers , in  

which tho Rajah gen era lly  r e s id e s ,  s h i f t in g  from ono to  

another according to the d ic ta te s  o f  h is  fancy. His t e n ts  

arc at present p itched  in one near Summon Boorj on tho  

bank o f  a 3mall branch o f  tho Ravey, which washes the 

north west end o f  the o i ty ,  tho main stream o f  the r iv e r  

being upwards o f  a Kos o f f .  The Rajah sent for  me on the 

afternoon o f  tho 23th u ltim o. On entering the garden I 

found him s i t t i n g  under a canopy pitched in  fro n t  o f  a



very handsome ten t made o f  cashmere shawl p ie c e s .  Gn a l l  

sldo3 o f  tho to n ts  were beads o f  flow ers of d i f f e r e n t  

co lours, a l l  in  f u l l  blossom, and so intermixed and b ea u ti

f u l ly  arranged, as to  have a s tr ik in g  and novel appearance.

The Rajah looked much b e t te r  than I had ever seen
CU

him before and ?/ag in e x c e l le n t  s p i r i t s .  Fuqeer f zoez  ul 

deen vrho was present, recommenced the reading o f  a Persian  

l e t t e r  to  the  Rajah, which at tho time o f  mi entrance he 

had suspended, and which I found to be from the Yukeel at  

Dthlee. I t  gave a very d e ta i le d  account of  tho in terv iew s  

o f  tho Governor General with tho King. When i t  was 

f in ish e d , the Rajah to ld  me that another o f f i c e r  had 

arrived at h is  court to  day who wished to enter h i3 s e r v ic e ,  

th a t  he 3aid he was a Frenchman, but he had s^mo doubts on 

the su b jec t . I asked i f  i t  was one of the Gentlemen who 

had been stopped by Yar Mohammad Khan. Ho sa id  no, that  

t h i s  person professed  to  have come from Iran, and that  

owing to the disturbed s t a te  o f  Cabul and the neighbour

hood, he had taken a more southerly  route, and had arrived
c

by B c lfo ch ista n  and Moultan. However, he added, you sh a ll  

see him, g iv in g  some d ir e c t io n s  at tho same time to  one 

o f  the attendants.
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Tho Rajah then began g iv ing  me a minute account of  

th e  v ic to r y  h is  troops had la t e ly  gained across the Attock, 

and which appeared from h is  account to have been more 

d e c is iv e  than I at f i r s t  imagined, $e sa id  the enemy was 

completely d ispersed , and would not be able to  r e -u n ite ,
e

th a t the Syfd and Yar Mohammad Khan had f le d  and no one 

knew in  what d irec t io n  they had gone, that they had l e f t  

behind e ig h t  p ieces  o f  oanncn and about one hundred 

Sambooraks, b e s id e s  t e n ts  and horse3, a l l  which had become 

the property o f  the v ic to r s .  The Rajah d e ta ile d  t h i s  

with a great s a t i s f a c t io n  and in  high s p i r i t s .  Ho 3poko in  

t o m s  o f  the warmest commendation o f  scaao of hi3 Sirdars, 

e s p e c ia l ly  Doodh Singh and Raja3 Gclab Singh and Souchct 

Singh brothers o f  Mian Dhan Singh and both yesterday and 

to  day ho was employed in sending o f f  K h il la ts  and hor303 to  

tho30 who had d is t in g u ish ed  them selves.

The o f f i c e r  now made hi3 appearance, and the Rajah 

desired  me to converse with him in French and ascerta in  who 

and what he wa3. He appeared about th ir ty  seven or th ir ty  

e ig h t  years o f  age, wa3 dressed ih  a b lue coat with rod 

fac in g  and ponderous gold Epaulets, a white w a istcoat and 

very lo o se  red Satten trou sers he wore h is  beard long, was
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very mu& sunburnt and had a small b lack  cap on h is  head 

made o f  the 3kin o f  a lamb with the wool outterm ost. I 

spoke to  him in French and mentionod the Rajah*s wish.

He sa id  h is  name vra3 Urns, that he was a Frenchman bom in  

tho South o f  Prance, th a t  he had entered  in to  the a r t i l l e r y  

at an ear ly  age, and served in severa l o f  N a p o leo n s  cam

paigns. I asked him what rank ho had a tta in ed , and what 

wa3 h i3  l a s t  campaign. He sa id  he was f i r s t  Lieutenant of  

the a r t i l l e r y  under Ring Joachim in the Russian campaign, 

but had been made captain before i t s  term ination. He 3aid  

he had h i3 b revet with him. I explained th i3  conversation  

to  tho Rajah who wa3 p leased  to  f in d  th a t  ho had boon always 

in  the a r t i l i frry , rind bade me ask him i f  ho understood 

everything with a r t i l l e r y  t a c t i c s , ,  which 1 did. Ho 3aid  

he had been a l l  h is  l i f e  nearly in  the a r t i l l e r y  se r v ic e ,  

and was w ell acguaAAted with a l l  i t s  d u t ie s ,  which ho hoped 

to  bo able to show the Rajah i f  he would g ive  him an oppor

tu n ity .  Tho Rajah askod me in a low tone o f  v o ice  i f  1 

thought ho was r e a l ly  a Frenohman. I r e p lied  I did, th a t  

ho spoke the language w e l l ,  and that  what he had mentioned 

about the campaigns in which he served, and the Generals 

under whom he had been was c o n s is te n t  with tho h is to ry  of  

the tim es. The R a ja h  wished to  know i f  ho had been in v ite d
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h e r o  by h t 3  o t h o r  F rench  o f f i c e r s .  He 3 a i d  n o .  # e  was 

a c q u a i n t e d  a l i t t l e  w i t h  M. V e n tu ra ,  ho added ,  whom he  had 

3een some y e a r s  ago a t  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  and o f  whom a l s o  he  

ho h o a r d  i n  P e r s i a .  Ho s a i d  he had  been  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  

o f  t h e  King o f  P e r s i a  f o r  some y e a r s ,  and he  m e n t io n e d  t h e  

names o f  s e v e r a l  E n g l i s h  g e n t lem en  he had  met t h e r e .  He 

was g o in g  on t o  r o l a t o  why ho had  l o f t  t h a t  s e r v i c e ,  and 

t h e  r o u t e  by which  he r e a c h e d  I n d i a ,  when t h e  R a ja h  r o s e  from 

h i s  c h a i r  and came f o r w a r d .  I t o o k  ny d e p a r t u r e  i r am ed ia to ly  

a f t e r w a r d s .

The Rajah has se n t  for U* Urns tw ice s in c e ,  and has 

ta lked  with him much about the castin g  of cannon, and 

s im ilar  su b jec ts  though nothing has y e t  been decided. 1 

have no doubt but ho w i l l  take in to  hi3 se r v ic e .

The Sikh B a tta lio n s  and tho fo o t  a r t i l l e r y ,  which 

l o f t  t h i s  sona days ago, have in  consequence o f  tho la t e  

v ic to r y  been d irected  to h a lt ,  and orders v/ero issued  to  

day for  th e ir  return t o  Lahore. D irections have boon sent  

t o  M. Ventura to proceed to Peshawar and occupy a p lace  

c a l le d  the Balasar in the c i ty  tailing care that the inhabi

ta n ts  were not plundered nor m olested. M. Allard with h is  

cavalry ha3 been ordered to  jo in  tho Shahzada Shehur Singh 

and remain with the force  at Husht Nuggar a sh ort d istance  

from Peshawar.
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L e t t e r  from D oc to r  H u r r a y ,  Surgeon 4 th  Regiment ,  N a t i v e  I n f a n t r y ,  L ahore  
to  C a p t .  Wade, P o l i t i c a l  A s s i s t a n t ,  L u d h ian a ,  d a t e d  5 th  March 1 -2 7 .
Date o f  C o n s u l t a t i o n  2 0 tb  A p r i l  1817, L e t t e r  No.7 ,  V o l .V I ,  Range 125.

I had t h e  h o no u r  o f  a d d r e s s i n g  you on 2nd i n s t a n t  

s i n c e  which  t h e r e  h a s  n o t h i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  o c c u r r e d  a t  t h i s  

p l a c e .

The f o o t  a r t i l l e r y  which  had  made some m arc h e s  t o 

w ards  t h e  A t to c k  have  r e t u r n e d  t o  L ah o re ,  h u t  t h e  Sikh 

B a t t a l i o n s  which accom panied  them c o n t i n u e  encamped a b o u t  

f o u r t e e n  Kos o f f .  Advice r e c e i v e d  t o  day from A t tock  

m en t io n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  R a ja h * s  f o r c e  t h e r e  h ad  moved on 

t o  Peshaw ar ,  and was w i t h i n  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  o f  t h a t  c i t y .  

To day t h e  K i l u t s ,  h o r s e s ,  b r a c e l e t s  e t c  e t c  i n t a a d o d  by 

t h e  R a ja h  f o r  t h o s e  who had d i s t i n g u i s h e d  th e c i3 o lv e s  in  

t h e  l a t e  a c t i o n  l o f t  t h i s  f o r  t h o  army.

The F rench  o f f ! c o r  o f  whom I made m en t io n  i n  my l a s t  

h a s  had two o r  t h r e e  i n t e r v i e w s  w i th  t h e  R a fah  l a t e l y ,  who 

a l s o  y e s t e r d a y  s e n t  him t e n  r u p e e s .  Though no p a r t i c u l a r  

d u ty  h a s  y e t  b e en  a s s i g n e d  him, I t h i n k  i t  e x t r e m e ly  p r o 

b a b l e  t h a t  h i s  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  bo a c c e p t e d .  I have  h e a r d  

t h a t  t h e  Rajah  h a s  w r i t t e n  t o  M. V e n tu ra  t o  a s c e r t a i n  i f  

he i 3  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  him, and i s  B a i t i n g  f o r  h i s  r e p l y  

b e f o r e  ho d e c i d e s  on e n t e r t a i n i n g  him o r  o t h e r w i s e .



About throe weeks ago soma merchants arrived hero 

from Kabul and Bokhara with about two hundred -and twenty

horses, and arc s t i l l  detained by the Rajah though anxious

to  proceed onward. Thoy had three thousand rupees Ifasool

and f iv e  thousand rupees more have been le v ie d  from thorn

here. The Rajah has taken b es id es  ten o f  the b est  horses

and wishes to  pay fo r  them at a ra te  far  below what tho

marchant3 say i s  th e ir  proper va lue. They QKciaim loudly

aga in st the s e v e r i ty  with which they have been trea ted , and

say they w i l l  never come by t h i s  route again.

I was informed to day by tho Ukhbaur Nuveos that the 

p resen ts  for tho Governor General would bo sen t o f f  in a 

few days, and that Fuquor ??susul deen. Thi3 i3  more report  

however, as Fuqucr an am ul Deen to me yesterday i t  was not 

known who would go, the Rajah not having y e t  s p e c i f ie d  any 

person. I am apt to  th ink  ho would not l ik e  a part with
A \
Jfsuz ul deen for so long a period, a3 he i s  in  constant  

attendance n igh t and consulted  in the most t r i v i a l  mattor, 

a few days more w i l l  show.



Lottor from Doctor Murray, Surgeon 4th Regiment, Native Infantry, Lahore 
to  Capt. Wade, P o l i t i c a l  A ssis tan t, Ludhiana, dated 8th March 1327.
Date o f  Consultation 20th April 1327, Letter No. 7, V o l , Range 12c..

That Rajah having sent for me on the morning o f  the 

6th I v/ent to  tho garden in  which h i3 t e n ts  are at present  

pitched , and found him s i t t i n g  alone in the middle o f  some 

flower bods. He looked pretty  w e l l ,  sa id  he found hi3  

health  improved, and that he had not had a recurrence o f  

tho troublesome symptoms sinco the eleventh  ultim o, a 

larger  in te r v a l  o f  c e ssa t io n , than has occurred s in ce  the  

eanrriencement o f  h i s  i l l n e s s .

He mentioned th a t  the French o f f i c e r s  with th e ir  

fo rces  had jo ined  Sirdar Boudh Singh, and that everything  

was in a f a ir  way o f  being sp eed ily  arranged. Yar Mohammad 

Khan who had f le d  in tho d irection  o f  the H i l l s  had sent  

in a l o t t o r  to  S ird ir  Boodh Singh in which he engaged to  

produce immediately f i f t y  ono horses for  the Rajah, b e s id es  

3otno money and r i c e ,  and made the most solemn promises never 

to r e v o l t  again. The Rajah did not say i f  he intended to  

r e in s ta te  him in h is  favour on these terms. Tho two French 

o f f i c e r s  who had been detained by him at Pc3hawar so long, 

had found th e ir  l ib e r ty  and joined Boodh Singh*s camp some 

time ago.

The Rajah sa id  intended going towards Umrutsar in



a few day3 a f te r  the  termination o f  tho Hoolee and a f te r  

stay in g  t h e ir  some t i r o ,  proceeding onvjards to  Doena n;ggur,

a p lace about fo r ty  Kos from Unrutsur at the foo t  o f  tho

H i l l s ,  whore he has for  sorao years been in the habit of

spending the hot season, and the clim ate o f  which agrees

w ell with h is  c o n s t i tu t io n .  H© had 3omo in ten tio n  of going

to  Kupoortollah, b efore  he wont towards the h i l l s ,  the

purpose of  meeting Fateh Singh ffho was extremely anxious

to  be re co n c iled  to  him.

The Rajah asked me i f  I had heard o f  Mcovius v/hc 

was at Loodecana. 1 sa id  I had and th a t I understood he 

was very anxious to  be admitted in to  h is  s e r v ic e .  He 3aid 

he had w ritten  to  him to bring h is  family with him, and 

th a t  then he would en terta in  him. fte did not l ik e ,  he 

added,employing fo re ig n ers  who were apt to  think o f  th e ir  

own country, grew d iscontented , and apply for  th e ir  discharge  

at a t in e  when probably th e ir  s e r v ic e s  could not w ell be 

dispensed w ith . He 3aid Monseurs Allard and Ventura v/hen 

they cane here had not brought fa m il ie s  with him, but that  

s in ce  th e ir  a rr iv a l they had married and got s e t t l e d  and 

he had encouraged them to do 3c.

I asked i f  he had taken M. Urns in to  hi3 sorv ice ,
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sa id  n e t  yet  but th a t  he thought he would I some a fte r  

took my le a v e .

I understand from ether  quarters that  M* Oms has 

represented h im self to  the Rajah as w ell ver3ed in the art 

o f  ca s t in g  cannon e tc ,  aUd that the l a t t e r  has o ffered  him 

twenty f i v e  rupees a day with the promise o f  an increase  

i f  h is  s e r v ic e s  are approved o f .  This o f f e r  however has 

not been accepted. He i n s i s t s  on hairing twenty thousand 

rupees a year, the allowance which ho says he had from the 

Ring o f  P ers ia . To t h i s  the Rajah o b je c ts  and no arrange

ment has yet been made.

17.

Lottor froci Doctor Murray, Surgeon 4th R e g i m e n t ,  N ative  Infantry , Near 
Lahore. To Oapt. tfade, P o l i t i c a l  A ssis tan t, Ludhiana, dated 30th March 
1327. Date o f  Consultation 1st June 1327, L etter  No, 17, Vcl.*)f , Range 123.

Tho presen ts  intended by the Rajah for the Right 

Honourable tho Governor General were sent o f  th i3  morning 

accompanied by Dow an Motce Ran, and Pukeer Smam u l Deen, who 

have been deputed fcr  the purpose o f  meeting h is  Lordship 

on h is  approach to  the H i l l 3 and charged with messages and 

con gratu la tion j on the part of  the Rajah. I am unable to  

account for  tho dehay which ha3 taken p lace in d ispatching  

the deputation. To my questions on the subject the general
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rep ly  ha3 been th a t  tho Rajah was anxious to send ono of  

h is  sons, and that 3omo dolay ro u s t  n e c e s sa r i ly  occur 

before e i th e r  thorn could arr ive .

Having leam od  thrao days ago that tho Governor 

G en era l was fa 3 t  approaching the H i l l s ,  I mentioned to  th o  

Fakcor, th a t  i f  tho Rajah intondcd sonding a m ission , i t  

ought to  be dispatched as i f  furthor delay took p lace , h is  

Lord3hip would have entered tho H i l l s ,  whoro from the nature  

o f  th o  roads, tho mi33ion would experience considerable

d i f f i c u l t y  in proceeding.
Gl.

I saw the Ra^i the follow ing morning. He mentioned

th at  tho deputation would leave t h i s  immediately ( i t  should

have s ta r te d  yesterday but that not boing a fortunate  day,

i t  was deferred t i l l  to day) uid he p a r t ic u la r ise d  tho

presont3 which accompanied i t .  He afterwards began ta lk in g

o f  h is  a f f a i r s  boyond the Attock. He 3aid Yar Mohammad’ s

3on Uould scon arr ive  at Lahore where he was to  remain a3 a

ho3tage for  h i s  fa th e r ’ s good conduct in fu ture . Ho i s

deacribod as a f in o  boy o f  about tw elve yoar3 o f  age. Along

w ith  him are ?5 h orses , 100 mounds o f  Peshaure r ic e  and

100 load s o f  f r u i t  for  the Rajah. Ho mentioned the r ic o  as

boing o f  wery superior q uality  and much esteemed in  tho
€

Punjab. The Rajah a lso  to ld  me th a t  tho 3y|d  sent by the
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company t o  c o l l e c t  and b r in £  th e  l a t e  Mr M o o r c r o f t :  e f f e c t s ,

w as a l s o  w i t h  t h i s  d e ta ch m en t. To ©tJ q u e s t io n  i f

he had g o t  any o f  h i3  b o o k s  o r  m a n u s c r ip t s ,  he r e p l i e d

B
t h a t  t h e r e  w ere ten  h o r s e s  and b a h a t  a s \ a b . A ccord in g  t o  

h i s  c a l c u l a t i o n  th e y  w ould  b e  a t  Wuseerabad t o  day o r  

tom orrow .

There i 3  a p a rt icu la r  h o r s e  in  Tar Muhammad's poss

e s s io n  c a l le d  L eilah  w h ich  the Rajah was anxious to obtain , 

and had demanded. Tar Mohammad answered th a t  i t  was k i l l e d  

in  the l a t e  a c t io n . In stru c t io n s  have been forwarded however 

to  the French o f f i c e r s  to  i n s i s t  on g e t t in g  t h i s  horse on 

a large  sum o f  money in l ie u  (I think he 3aid f i f t e e n  

th o u sa n d  ru p ees^  The Rajah to ld  mo he did not b e l ie v e  th a t  

the horse was dead, th a t Tar Mohammad was the g r e a te s t
II H

darogah go he ever met with, and y e t ,  he added, what a(*
bewago o f  he i s ,  he r e fu se s  to  l e t  no have t h i s  horse but

does not scruple to send me h is  son, doos he value has hor33

more than h is  son”?

The Rajah sa id  th a t  Messrs Allard and Venlura had

mot with the two French o f f i c e r s  who had boon detained by

Tar mchammad, and th a t  one o f  them had turned o u t  to bo t h e
#

rea l brother o f  M Ventura (He i3  a cousin german o n ly ), so
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Ventura hirasolf to ld  mo) they had come from Europe

c h ie f ly  to sqo th e ir  fr ie n d s ,  that i f  the Rajah would 

accept th e ir  s e r v ic e s ,  good, i f  not they would return  

a f te r  a short time to  Europe.

The Raj ah13 health  i s  improving every day. He i s  

afMfcd however o f  a r e la p se ,  and lias not ventured to  mount 

on horseback. Ho h i3  been l iv in g  in the Shainal Bagh s in ce

the 25th and I expect him to move in to  Umrutsur every day

as he must be there by the 1 st  Bysakh which w i l l  bo in  

eleven  or twelve days honco. I occupy a garden belonging  

to  Kemib 3ingh about m ile  from where the Rajah i s .

Latter from Capt. Wade, P o l i t i c a l  A ssis tan t, Camp, Macbiwarah, dated
10th April 1827, to A. S t ir l in g  Ksqr, Secretary to  Government with the
flight Honourable the Governor General,
ftato o f  Consultation 1st June 1327, L etter  Ho. 230, V o l .23, Range 125.

The m ission  dispatched by Maharaja Runjcot Singh 

having arrived at Loodcana, I beg you w i l l  do no the honour 

to  inform the Right Honourable the Governor General, that  

i t  i s  now on i t 3  way to  His Lordship's presonoe.

2 . As a mark o f  a tte n t io n  and c o r d ia l i ty  con som t f i th

fr iend sh ip  r c la t i s a 3  e x i s t in g  between the two S ta tes ,  the

Rajah requested  th a t  I would meet the m ission on the banks

c f  the S c t l e j ,  and conduct i t  to  the Governor General, 

which I ha* p rev iou sly  proposed to do.

3 . Prom various communications that I have had, i t  would



appear to h ire  been the arxious wish o f  the Rajah to  

e f f e c t  a personal in terv iew  with h is  Lordship, and I am 

in c l in e d  to th ink , th a t  at the delay which has occurred  

in the despatch o f  the m ission ha3 been owing to a hope

on the Rajah's part, that before the Governor General could
>»

reach the H i l l s  the s ta tc ^  o f  h is  hea lth  would enable him 

to secure an in terv iew , and render a m ission unnecessary, 

but on co n su lt in g  h i3 own physic ians and Dr Murray i t  was 

deemed imprudent for him to  attempt the journey, and he 

has been ob liged  to abandon that idea .

4. Unable to  meet His Lordship h im se lf ,  be became de3irou  

o f  paying him the resp ect  o f  deputing h is  son Kour Kherok 

Singh or Sher Singh with some c o s t ly  p resen ts and messages 

o f  fr ien d sh ip  and g ra tu la t io n . They happen however to be 

engaged at the present moment, on d is ta n t  exped ition s; the  

one, in subduing the in surgents on the Attock, the other, in  

exacting  a t r ib u te  from the men Huwab o f  Bahawalpoo on h i s  

accession  to  the Musnud, and His Lordship having approached 

the H i l l s  much e a r l ie r  thin  the Rajah expected, so l i t t l e  

t in e  has been allowed for  th e ir  recall,) that  he has, to  

avoid delay, been induced to  en trust the m ission to  Dowan 

Moti Ram and Fakir Imasnaddin, whose r-ank and s i tu a t io n s  

in h is  se r v ic e ,  are w ell known.



5. Motic Raja i s  one c f  h is  most resp ectab le  o f f i c e r s ,  

and the son o f  the l a t e  Dewan Mohkom Chand, d is t in gu ish ed  

fo r  the t a le n t  and a b i l i t y  with which he conducted some 

o f  the most important exp ed ition s in which the  Rajah has 

been engaged, p a r t icu la r ly  h is  a ttacks on Cashmir and 

Multan. They were c h ie f ly  confided to  the d irec t io n  of  

Mohka® Chand, who may be sa id  to  have been the f i r s t  o f  

the Raj ah*3 o f f i c e r s ,  who succeeded in  p lan tin g  h is  

authority  in these  valuable a c q u is it io n s  to h is  power.

Dewan Moti Ram sh ortly  a fte r  the death o f  h i s  fa th er , was 

appointed Governor o f  Cashmir v/here he remained nearly three  

years, a f te r  which the o f f i c e  wa3 conferred on h is  son 

Kerpah Ram, whith whom i t  s t i l l  continues.

6. Fakir Imamuddeen, I have already had the honour o f  

mentioning in my reports  Id the Resident at Delhi, as the

person, whom the Rajah departed for modical advice to 

Loodeana the bOPther o f  the Bfajah*s p r in c ip a l adviser  

Asisuddeen and the same who attended as ilehmandor to  the  

B r it is h  &nba3sy to  Lahore in 1808-9. The various confiden

t i a l  s i t u a t io n s  he has f i l l e d ,  a t t e s t  the high intim ation  

in which he i s  held by the Rajah, and in h i s  la t e  v i s i t  

to Loodiana, hi3 mild and p leasing  manners, good sense and
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ttnaffected modesty, p a rt icu la r ly  recommended him to  

my n o t ic e .

k aong the a r t i c l e s  o f  presents for  the Ri£ht 

Honourable the Governor General, the m ission has brought 

a handsome te n t  made o f  shawls, designed as a present for  

His Majosty, King George the 4th which the Rajah requests  

I w i l l  explain  to His Lordship and s o l i c i t  him to  take  

charge o f  i t  on h is  account for His Majesty.



»

L e tte r  Irom Captain c .a .  «&cte, P o li t ic a l A ssistant, Luchiana,

To S ir C.?» m etca lie , heaiuent & c., &c. , &c. , bated le t  Aug. 1627. 

Late Ql consultation 12th Oct. 1627: L e tte r &°m S .V o l.3 3 #Kange 125.

having conauctea the mission ol the Hight 

Honourable the Governor General to *aha Haja  

Huryeet Sing ana returneu from h ie  court at 

Looaiana 1 ao my se ll the honor in  eonlormity  

w ith  the oruera 1 have received to submit a 

Jieport ol my Proceedings while in  charge ol the 

m ission, the manner ol i t s  reception by the 

»»&ha Baja and such observations as the nature 

ol duty has suggested the propriety  ol recording  

lo r  the in iorm ation o l Hi a Loruahip.

2 , On the Second ol may when Lewan aotiram  

ana jr&kir Bmamudain who had previously arrived  

under my charge as Knvoya irom the uaha Baja to 

the Governor General were about to take th e ir  

leave 1 receiveu a le t t e r  Irom mr. Secretary 

S t ir l in g  inlorming me that Hi a Loraship having 

reason to believe that ^aha Haja hunjeet Sing 

would be highly g ra t i l ie u  by the deputation ol 

a B r it is h  O liic e r  to h is  Court aa the bearer 

ol a complimentary L e tte r  ana Presents in  

re tu rn  lo r  h ie  mission, had been pleased to
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resolve that 1 should be employeu on that 

duty, Captain Pearson an Aide ue camp ol the 

Governor General was a t the same time deputed 

to Join me anu subsequently Mr, burgeon 

Gerard was d irected  to attend the mission 

in  a medical capacity ,

3 . An audience ol leave preparatory to my 

departure was granted to the &aha R ajs 's  

mission on the 4 th  ol *a y # ana on the 6th  

1 took my leave ol His Lordship a t Simla 

anu accompanied by the R a ja 's  Rnvoys com

menced my journey towards the Punjab by 

the Route o l Subathoo and the Valley ol 

P in jo re . Relore leaving Simla in lorm ation  

had been received that the *aha haja had 

a rrived  a t Umrutsar. I t  being uncertain  

however, whether he woulu remain there or 

v is i t  Adinanagr a place about 5G m iles to 

the korth  Bast ol Umrutsar near the H i l ls  

where he usually passes the hot season9 

i t  was necessary to ascerta in  the in ten tio n s  

ol the Raja on that point be!ore 1 could 

decide whether i t  would be re q u is ite  to 

cross the SetleJ a t Ropar or proceed to 

Looui&na, On my a r r iv a l at Subathoo 1



lea rn ed  th a t  the Raja would r e c e iv e  the m is

s io n  a t  Umrutsar. 1 r e g u la te d  my march a c -  

- c o r d in g ly  anu a r r iv e d  a t  JLoodiana on the  

17th  o l  may. A troop  of c a v a lr y  from Aurnaul 

and a company o f  in fa n tr y  from fo o d ia n a  had 

been p r e v io u s ly  ordereu to  j o i n  the A sco r t  

of the m iss io n  but th e re  had n o t  y e t  been  

time f o r  the c a v a lr y  to  j o i n  ana i t  became 

e x p e d ie n t  to  h a l t  a t  JLoouiana fo r  some days  

fo r  i t s  a r r i v a l .

4 .  At Subathoo I>ewan Motiram paid me a 

v i s i t ,  and sa id  th a t he was d e s ir o u s  of  

a v a i l i n g  h im s e l f  o f  th e  fa v o r a b le  o p p ortu n ity  

a ffo r d e d  by h i s  approach towards the Ganges 

of perform ing a p ilg r im a g e  to  Hurdwar and 

re q u e s te d  th a t  1 would g iv e  him a Perwaneh  

to  en a b le  him to  p a ss  unm olested  through the  

country  to  th a t  p la c e .  The r e q u e s t  seemed to  

me t o  be i l l - t i m e d ;  the duty on which he was 

employed had n o t  been brought to  a c o n c lu s io n ,  

anu X inform ed him th a t  a lth o u g h  he was a t  

l i b e r t y  so fa r  a s  X was con cern ed , to  pursue 

h i s  own c o u r s e ,  h i s  departure from the m iss io n  

a t  th a t  moment was in  my op in ion  i n c o n s i s t e n t  

w ith  h i s  s i t u a t i o n  and the i n t e r e s t s  of h i s  

m a ste r , and i f  he a sice d my a d v ice  X had no
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h e s i t a t i o n  in  a d v is in g  him i o r  the p r e s e n t  

to  postpone h ie  d e s i r e ,  hut he urged w ith  

e a r n e s t n e s s  the  R e l i g io u s  im portance o f  the
TV

a c t  and proceeded towards the Ganges, announc

in g  h i s  in t e n t i o n  o i  r e j o i n in g  the m is s io n  

b efo re  i t s  a r r iv a l  a t  the Raha h a j a f s Court 

which he sc ru p u lo u s ly  f u l f i l l e d .  d u r ing  h i s  

absence r e p o r t s  were spread th a t  he was to  

escap e  Irom h i s  m aster ana d id  n o t  mean to  

r e tu r n ,  but had been fo rced  to  r e tr a c e  h i s  

s te p s  by the in t e r f e r e n c e  oi a p arty  of the  

R aja’ s Sep&hees who a t te n d e e  him to  Huruwar. 

The R&ja hac heard the r e p o r t s  th at  were in  

c i r c u l a t i o n .  The Sepahees were examined; 

they d e c la r e d  t h e i r  e n t i r e  ign oran ce  o f  the  

d e s ig n  imputed t o  the bewan, d en ied  in  the  

most p o s i t i v e  manner the  part they  were sa id  

to  have a c ted  and the r e s u l t  o f  my own en

q u ir i e s  lead  me to conclude that the s to r y  

o r ig in a te d  in  an i d l e  attem pt to  throw 

r i d i c u l e  and contempt on the i*aha Raja by 

a c c u s in g  h i s  &nvoy of d e s ig n in g  an a c t io n  

d erogatory  from h i s  s i t u a t i o n  ana which the  

lsewan never  appears to  have co n tem p la ted .

Some time ago he hac ob ta in ed  the K aja 'a  per

m is s io n  to  proceed to  Hurdwar, Gyah, and 

oth er  p la c e s  o f  Hindu worship in  H in aoostan .
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The prosecution ol h is  journey h&u only been 

in terrup ted  by h is  selection as an Envoy to 

the Governor General anu as the haja in  g iv ing  

aotiram  h is  consent to make the pilgrimage he

proposed, applied at the time to me through
cc

his Vakt£ to provide him on h is a r r iv a l at 

hoodiana w ith  the usual passports, i t  is  

u n lik e ly  that he would have so re a d ily  agreed

to the wishes ol a servant possessing a
u

large Jagt&f and a c o n iid e n tia l o liic e  about 

his  bourt which i t  was the ^ewan*s in te re s t  

to preserve, 11 the naja hac not had the 

lu l le a t  conliuenoe and ascribe h is  wish tor 

v is i t  the shrines 1 have mentioned to a 

purely re lig io u s  m otive.

5• The country through which the mission 

hau to pass Irom Simla to Loodiana being 

w ith in  the lim its  ol the B r it is h  au thority  

ana well known scarcely needs any descrip

t io n . The i i r s t  three marches lay through 

the h i l ly  tra c t which u iv ices  Simla Irom 

the p la in s  passing through a part ol the 

possessions ol the lia ja  ol B atia lah  and 

the petty  states ol uothar anu kahbagh.

In  the lo u rth  march the mission descended 

Irom the H i l ls  and entered the v a lle y  ol
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Kinjor« through which i t  continued to  wind in  the 

d ire c tio n  oi the ButleJ to r two days in  the 

te r r i to r y  oi the Hindor Kaja and a rrived  at 

Kopar on the 13th. The p roprie to r oi that 

place Suraar Bhorp Singh a Sikh c h ie lta in  

under the protection  oi the B r it is h  Govern

ment came some distance irom the town to meet 

and conduct me to my ten ts . In  the evening 

he sent a bag oi Kupees and 25 pots oi sweet

meats according to the custom oi the country 

which he begged me to accept. 1 returned the 

money, the sweetmeats were d is trib u te d  among 

the servants in  camp.

6 . In  the course oi the day k ak ir Imamuddin 

who s t i l l  continued w ith  the mission v is ite d  

me a t Kopar rind said th a t he wished to com- 

■Anic&te something, the seeming indelicacy  

oi which he hoped I  would pareon. He said 

tha t during the attendance oi Bewan *o tiram  

and him seli on the Kight Honourable the 

Governor General a t Simla, a claim amounting 

to 251 Kupees had I  was aware been made by 

the Zemindars oi the country and the money 

paid to them lo r  supplying lorage io r  the 

consumption oi th e ir  p a rty . Home i l l - d i s 

posed persons had put an e v i l  construction
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on the a c t  ana a s  an in le r e n c e  ha a been drawn 

Irom i t  th a t  the Governor General hail not  

r e c e iv e d  the B aja*s  m is s io n  # i t h  the usual  

marks ol lavou r  ana h o s p i t a l i t y  he hau re*  

so lv e d  to  m ention  the rumour to  me $hat 1 

m ight i t  1 thought proper apply an a n t id o te  

l o r  i t s  rem ova l. The money he sa id  was o l  

no c o n s id e r a t io n  but i t  had c r e a te d  an 

im p ress io n  a t  v a r ia n ce  w ith  the l a c t  and 

repugnant to  the  I r ie n u ly  a l l i a n c e  e x i s t 

in g  between the two S t a t e s .  The communica

t io n  p t  the  Jb&kir be tray  e a a s e n s i t i v e  

a t t e n t i o n  to  p u b lic  op in ion  r e l a t i v e  to  the  

r e c e p t io n  o l h i s  m a ster ’ s m is s io n  by H is  

I ora  sh ip  which the a l l a i r  hard ly  seemed to  

m e r it  but p e r f e c t l y  accord in g  w ith  the  

s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  o l  a n a t iv e  on p o in t s  ol 

ceremony. I g r a t i l i e d  the  Envoy ana

endeavoured to  remove the erron eou s id e a*

th a t  had gone abroad by sending him the  

money the n ex t  day in  the most open manner 

w ith  a s u i t a b le  message th a t  the K ew sw riters  

who a t te n d e e  the camp m ight know ana re p o r t  

wh&t X had d one.

7 .  Between Hopar and Loodiana th e  m is s io n  

passed  c h i e f l y  through a part o l  the t e r r i t o r i e s



p o sse s se d  by kaha ii&ja n u n jee t  S ingh  or h ie  

V a s s a ls  on the l e l t  bank o l  S u t l e j . Chamkaur 

anu machhiwara, the f i r s t  and second marches 

o l  the m is s io n  a l t e r  le a v in g  hoper are held  

in  s a n c t i t y  by the S ikhs; they are the scene  

o i  some o l  the most v ig o r o u s  e f f o r t s  made by 

Guru Gobinu S ing ( th e  P r i e s t  m i l i t a n t  o l  the 

Sikhs) to  r e s i s t  the p e r s e c u t io n s  o l  the 

kohammeaans when the S ikhs f i r s t  s tr u g g le d  

fo r  N ation al Independence. Ghamkaur i s  r e 

markable a s  the p la c e  where two sons ana many 

Of the most f a i t h f u l  ad h eren ts  of the Guru 

were s l a i n ,  tie was b e s ie g e d  th ere  by a party  

of Im peria l tr o o p s  th a t  hau been sen t  to  s e i s e  

anu take him to  L i h l e e .  f in d in g  h im s e lf  unable  

to  o f f e r  a s u c c e s s f u l  re  s i  s ta n ce  he f l e d  to  

kachhiwara which has become s a n c t i f i e d  a s  the  

p la ce  of h i s  escap e  ana where he founa the  

means of e lu d in g  the v i g i l e n c e  of h i s  p e r s e c u t 

o r s .  Some d i r e c t  d esc en d a n ts  o l the fa m ily  

who are tr e a te d  w ith  g r e a t  reveren ce  by the  

3 ik hs a s  the s p i r i t u a l  Lords o l  t h e i r  t r ib e  

e x e r c i s e  the in t e r n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and w ith  

some a d jo in in g  v i l la g e ®  enjoy  the Hevenues 

ol both  p l a c e s .

a. The day a l t e r  my a r r iv a l  a t  Loodl&na X



r e c e iv e d  a f r i e n d ly  message irom the kaha Baja  

e x p r e s s in g  th a t  he was much g r a t i f i e d  to  hear  

of the m is s io n  which X was co n d u ctin g  to  him 

from the Governor General and hope I would 

bring two or th ree  tro o p s  o f  c a v a lr y  and fou r  

or f i v e  com panies o f  in fa n t r y  th a t  he m ight  

have an op p o rtu n ity  o f  s e e in g  t h e i r  e x e r c i s e .

X was inform ed a t  the same time th a t  Jwala 

Glngh one ox h i s  p r in c ip a l  3urdara had a r r iv e d  

in  k i l o r  to  meet me on my en tra n ce  in t o  the  

B a j a 's  country  anu th a t  p a r t i c u la r  oru ers  had 

been g iv e n  to  the d i f f e r e n t  a u t h o r i t i e s  on 

the road to  r e c e iv e  the m is s io n  w ith  every  

mark o f  a t t e n t io n  and h o s p i t a l i t y  and provide  

e v e r y th in g  th a t  was n e c e ssa r y  fo r  i t s  u s e .  X 

sen t a c o n f id e n t ia l  serv a n t  w ith  a com plim ent

ary m essage to  Burdar Jwala Singh say in g  th a t  

X hopeu to  have the p le a su re  of  m eeting  him i n  

a few d a y s .

9 .  On the 2 0 th  of *  ay  a troop  of c a v a lry  unaer  

the command o f  c a p ta in  hempland having a r r iv e d  

anu tne E s co r t  b eing  formed X maue my prepara

t i o n s  to c r o s s  the S u t le j  on the morning of 

the 22na anu encamped on th a t  a t  k i l o r .  On 

rea ch in g  tne o p p o s ite  bank of the r i v e r f Surdar 

Jwala o ingh  met anu e s c o r te d  me to  my t e n t .



In  the evening I  received a second v is i t  from 

the Surd&r to enquire whether X was properly  

accommodated and in  the course oi the day 

525 rupees anu about 5U pots of sweetmeats 

were sent to me in  the name oi the naja as a 

Zeeafut. X objected to receive the money.

X was told  however that my re fu sa l would be 

considered u n frien d ly . The Surd&r saia i t  

was the custom oi the country and h is  master 

would hold him blameable i l  X refused. X 

complied there lo re  w ith his request.

10. The town of >11 or is  a small place s itu 

ated about s ix  m ile s  from Looaiana immediately 

the opposite bank of the S u tle j. The camp 

was pitched on the westward of i t .  Bear 

the B iver tnere is  a compact-looking fo r t  

commanding the town and the passage of the 

r iv e r .  Xt was o r i g i n a l l y  a Serai and has 

been converted in to  a fo r t  since the occu

pation of Looaiana by a B r it is h  korce.

Some additions have been rnaae to i t ;  a large  

C ircu la r work has been b u ilt  in  fro n t of the 

Gateway and a narrow d itc h  faced w ith  masonry 

is  carried  round the f o r t .  I t  does not ap

pear to be a place of any strength, in  pass

ing i t  the mission received a salute of 15 

guns by oruer ol the *aiha B a ja .



11* krom i i l o r  the m is s io n  proceeded the  

n ex t  cay to  Phugwara a la r g e  and populous  

town n e a r ly  a d jo in in g  which ana the ground 

o l  encampment th ere  i s  a la r g e  shady garden  

w ith  a handsome e d i f i c e  i n  the cen tre  be

lo n g in g  to  a w ealthy  me reliant who i s  one of  

the p r in c ip a l  p r o p r ie to r s  oi the p la c e ,  but 

owing to  the d i s s e n s i o n s  in  the fa m ily  r e 

gard in g  d i v i s i o n  of prop erty  the Garden i s  

n e g le c t e d  and in  ru in o u s  c o n d i t io n ,  Phugwara 

w ith  a dependency ol 45 v i l l a g e s  formed a 

p a rt  o l the p o s s e s s io n s  o f  Suraar l a t c h  Bingh  

A liw a l ia h .  About e ig h te e n  months ago th a t  

c h ie f  ap preh en sive  of some v io le n c e  from

n aja  n u n je e t  Singh abandoned h i s  t e r r i t o r y  
u A

in  the P^nj^b anu f l e d  to  some p o s s e s s io n s  

he h o ld s  on the l e f t  bank o f  the S u t l e j ,

On h i s  f l i g h t  the  ^aha Kaja assumed h i s  

country ana occup ied  h i s  towns w ith  M s  own 

g a r r i s o n s .  A r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  has however 

j u s t  been e f f e c t e d .  The Buraar has re tu rn ed  

to  cou rt  ana having acknowledged the kaha 

B a j a 's  a u th o r i t y  he has been r e in s t a t e d  in  

more than h a l f  h i s  lan d s  and the f u l l  e x e r c i s e  

of the r i g h t s  he p o sse s se d  i n  them. The day 

the m is s io n  a r r iv e d  i n  Phugwara a Purwaneh 

was r e c e iv e d  by the K a ja 's  o f f i c e r  in  charge



of the p la c e  to  r e s ig n  i t  to  the S u r a a r 's
Xa u t h o r i t y « Azii^uuain th e  B a r c a r 's  m in is te r  

hau been deputed on the p a r t  of  h i s  m aster  

to  take p o s s e s s io n  of the d i s t r i c t  which he 

e f f e e  tea  w h ile  1 was t h e r e .  He paid me a 

v i s i t  i n  the e v e n in g  and p resen ted  the sum 

o f  350 ru p ees  and the u sua l supply of sw eet

m eats a s  a z e e e fu t  from h i s  m a ste r ,  1 1

a ccep ted  them a f t e r  o f f e r in g  some o b je c t io n s  

which X found X cou ld  n o t  urge w ithou t g iv in g  

o f f e n c e ,

1 2 , In  r id in g  round the town ife the ev e n in g  

X d isc o v e r e d  a sm all but s u b s ta n t ia l  f o r t  de

tached  from i t  about i  m ile  on an open and 

e x t e n s iv e  p l a i n .  The w a l l s  were h ig h  and 

s o l i d  anu appeared to  be a lm ost new, On en

q u ir in g  X found they had been commenced about  

tw elve  y e a r s  ago by Burdar l a t c h  S ingh , The 

d i t c h  i s  im p e r fe c t ly  ex ca v a ted  ana p art o f  

the w a l l s  i s  s t i l l  u n f in i s h e d .  I t  i s  a  

square f o r t  w ith  B a s t io n s  on each  an g le  anu

a c i r c u l a r  work i n  fr o n t  of the G ate,

1 3 , On the 2 4 th  kay the m is s io n  marched 

Jahlanahar and encamped near the r u in s  of  

th ree  la r g e  **ohaiumedan tombs. In  the re a r
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was a garden w ith  a tank oi w a te r .  Jahlanahar  

i s  one o l  the o l a e s t  towns in  the runjab ana 

g i v e s  nmue to  most p art  oi tne country s i tu a te d  

betw een  th e  Hysuueno or ->utlej anu the h y p h a s is  

or B iah  e a l l s a  V o a b - i -J & h lin a n a r H. There are  

some e x t e n s iv e  g r o v e s  anu u&ruens arounu the  

town now g o in g  to d eca y . The p la ce  i s  unuer 

the a u th o r i ty  oi Suraor Jeevtin Singh one o l  

the -a h a  h a j a ' s  p r in c ip a l  J a g u r d a r s . .  in  the  

c e n tr e  or tne  town there  i s  an old  l o r t  w ith  

w a l ls  and b a s t i o n s ,  i t  was b e s ie g e a  ana cap* 

tureu by the hcga some y e a r s  ago irom Suxdmr 

hoouh Singh k a lz u l lp u r ia h  an independent Sikh  

c h i a t t a i n  who r e s i s t e d  a t  th a t  time the B a j a ' s  

a u t h o r i t y .  Severa l la r g e  b reach es  were v i s i b l e  

in  the w a l l s  which 1 heard had been exploded  

by m in in g . A ze ea tu t  o l 250 uupees ana sweet* 

m eats were r e c e iv e d  h e r e .

14 . On approaching k ap u rtha ln  the n e x t  march 

ana the r e s id e n c e  oi Surd&r l a t c h  Singh A ll  w a llah  

I was r e c e iv e d  by a d e p u ta t io n  irom the 3urdar 

composed o l  h i s  son Amar 3 in gh  (a  l i n e  boy about 

l i v e  y e a r s  oi age) and s e v e r a l  oi n i s  wit l e e r s .  

The boy came i n t o  my Howaah ana proceeuea w ith  

me to  camp ana then took h i s  l e a v e .  At A&pur- 

t h a la  1 was a l s o  met by huruadin the you ngest
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brother  oi A zizuuaeen the  **aha B a ja ’ s m i n i s t e r ,  

he aa ia  he had been charged to  o i l e r  -a lia  u a j a ' s  

congx%a t u l a t i  ons on <uy a r r iv a l  in t o  h i a country  

ana to  accompany me to  Umrutsar.

15• Xn the  ev en in g  X r e c e iv e d  a v i s i t  irom  

Burdar i a t c h  S in gh . He spoke o l  Lord l a k e s 1 

v i s i t  to  the Lurgab w ith  the B r i t i s h  army 

in  p u r su it  oi Jaawant hao Holkar in  1805 and 

ta lk e d  o i  the rev iew  m entioned by Bir J . Malcolm 

i n  h i s  Sketch  o l  the 3ikha a t  which the 3urdar 

was p r e s e n t ,  in  my n ex t  march X should he sa id  

p a ss  the spot where the army was encamped c a r 

in g  the n e g o t ia t i o n s  between H is Lora sh ip  ana 

Holkar in  which the Buraar p r o ie s s e u  he h&u 

a c teu  an a c t iv e  part in  the B r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t s .

On ta k in g  h i s  le a v e  I p r e s e n te e  the Surdar w ith  

a p a ir  ol p i s t o l s .  He was an x iou s th a t  1 

should  h a l t  a duy or two a t  t h i s  p la ce  making 

many p r o ie s s io n s  o l h o s p i t a l i t y  but X iound  

i t  in c o n v e n ie n t  to  a cc ep t  h i s  i n v i t a t i o n  and 

re tu rn ed  h i s  v i s i t  w ith  the o i i i c e r s  o l the  

m iss io n  the same e v e n in g .  He r e c e iv e d  the , 

party  i n  a Garden w ith  rows oi c y p r e s s e s  

p la n ted  a lon g  the w i-lks, I t  was a shaoy and 

a g re ea b le  s p o t .  X iouna the Suru&r sea ted  on 

the t e r r a c e  ol a la r g e  b u ild in g  he had l a t e l y
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been e r e c t in g  in  the European s t y l e .  A lt e r  

some gen era l c o n v e r s a t io n ,  t r a y s  o l  shaw ls e t c .  

were brought anu p r e s e n te e  to  th e  members o i  

the m is s io n  ana my s e l l  when 1 took my l e a v e ,  

in  the cou rse  oi the uay the Suraar sen t a 

s e s s f u t  o l  625 ru p ees  anu a q u a n tity  o l  sweet*  

m ea ts . 3urdar k a tc h  S in t  has a mean person  ana 

no manners. He i s  l ik e d  by h i s  s u b j e c t s  anu i s  

1 b e l i e v e  w ithou t b eing  a man o l  t a l e n t  or 

a b i l i t y  a m ila  and good h u le r .

16 % The m is s io n  proceed in g  on the morning o l  

the 2 6 th  to  Bhixowal anu cr o sse d  the B iah  or 

H yp hasis . A number o l  boats  were c o l l e c t s  a t  

the k e r r y .  They are  s im ila r  to  th ose  useu on 

the S u t le j  about 35 l e s t  in  le n g th  broau anu 

H a t  on tne water w ith  a r i s i n g  s t e r n  and very  

c a p a c io u s ,  10 or 12 h o r s e s  may c r o s s  in  them 

a t  a time w ith  i a c i l i t y .  The bed o l  the r i v e r  

appeared to  be n e a r ly  1$ m ile  broad but the  

stream was running i n  a co n tra c ted  channel on 

the r ig h t  bank. I t  i s  broauer 1 th in k  than  

the 3 u l le j  but n ot oi the suae r a p i d i t y ,  krom 

the bed o l  the r iv e r  there  i s  a c o n s id e r a b le  

a sc e n t  to  the town which at finds on the top o l  

a h ig h  ana abrupt bank in t e r s e c t e d  on e i t h e r  

s iu e  by deep r a v in e s  ana broken ground. Towards
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the r i v e r  anu viewed a t  a d is t a n c e  the hank 

has the appearance o i  b e in g  scarped l i k e  the 

ram parts o i  a l o r t i l l c a t ! o n .  About % ip ile  to

the south  westward ol the town th ere  i s  a sh r in e
ol

d ed ica ted  to  Guru Amar h ^ ss  the second s p i r i t u a l  

le a d e r  ol the S ik h s .  I t  i s  surrounded by a  

th ic k  grove oi t r e e s  where a number o l Sikh  

m endicants are s e t t l e d .  To the westward i s  a 

small i o r t  b u i l t  o l  b r ick  in  t o le r a b ly  good 

order; here the m is s io n  a l s o  r e c e iv e d  a z e e a lu t  

oi 250 ru p ees  and sw eetm eats in  the  name of  

the maha liaja*

1 7 . L eaving Bhirowal 1 marched on the morning 

oi the 2 7 th  to  Jem d ia leh  and encamped to  the  

eastw ard o l a sm all i o r t  b u i l t  on an open p la in  

ana aetach eu  irom the town. On my a r r iv a l  a t  

the ground i  was met by X>r. M urray, who had l o r  

some months p a s t  been a t te n d in g  the Haja w ith  

the p erm iss io n  oi government i n  h i s  m eu ica l  

c a p a c i ty .  1 learn ed  irom Mm th a t  g r e a t  pre~ 

p a r a t io n s  were making lo r  my r e c e p t io n  and th a t  

the h a ja  had c o l l e c t e d  n ea r ly  a l l  h i s  r e g u la r  

tro o p s  in  the v i c i n i t y  o l  Umrutsar w ith  the  

view  o l  g r a t i l y i n g  the  m is s io n  w ith  a s ig h t  

oi them.



1 6 . A lew  hour a a l t e r  1 had been a t  J e o u ia le h  

X r e c e iv e d  a l e t t e r  Irom the kaha iia ja  e x p r e s s 

in g  h i s  p le a su r e  at my approach and th a t  he 

had deputed h i s  son hour Bher Singh anu h i s  

m in is t e r  * a k ir  A zizuduin  to  meet me e a r ly  the  

n e x t  morning and conduct the m is s io n  to  Umrutsar 

X was jo in e d  a t  Jejouialeh  by .uewan kotiram  who 

had been t r a v e l l i n g  irom Hurdwar a t  the r a te  o l  

25 c o s s  a day th a t  he m ight j o i n  me b e lo r e  the  

p arty  should a r r iv e  a t  C ourt, in  the ev en in g  

Burdar wwalah Singh to  whom the p la c e  belonged  

sent me a z e e a lu t  o l  250 ru p ees  and sw eetm eats .

19 . irom the time X hau en tereu  the ^aha Haja* 

cou n try , b e s iu e s  sw eetm eats and money9 g r a s s ,  

l irew ood  and lo r a g e  were r e g u la r ly  provided  a t  

a l l  the s t a g e s  on the roau , 1 o l l e r e d  to  pay 

lo r  them but i t  was i n s i s t e d  th a t  the Haja had 

d ir e c te d  e v e r y th in g  to  be su p p lie d  a t  h i s  own 

expense and no p r ic e  would be t&Xen. The sw eet

m eats were a l l o t t e d  on a l t e r n a t e  days to  the  

men o i  the .Escort anu the se r v a n ts  in  camp and 

the money had been a llo w ed  to  accum u late . 1 

had no p reced en t to  guide me a s  to  i t s  d is p o s a l  

and a s  i t  had been p re sen te d  in  the iorm o l  a 

z e e a ju t  g e n e r a l ly  to  the m is s io n  b e lo r e  X l e l t  

Jem dialeh  I d iv id e d  the s e v e r a l  sums X had



r e c e iv e u  to  th a t  c a te  in t o  sh a res  which I sen t  

to each  o l l i c e r  of the p arty  lo r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

in  any mode he m ight deem r e q u i s i t e ,  w ith  a 

r e q u e s t ,  to  the o l l i c e r  commanding the .Escort 

to  a p p ortion  a p art  ol the sum se n t  to  him to  

the N ative  o f f i c e r s  and men under h i s  command.

2 0 . I t  b e in g  arranged th a t the m is s io n  should  

e n te r  Umrutsar on the 2 6 th  e a r ly  in  the morning  

of th a t  day Surdar Jwala Singh anu the Envoys 

re tu r n in g  to the kaha Kaja irom the Governor 

General came to  say th a t  hour Sher Singh and 

the m in i s t e r  had a r r iv e d  during the n ig h t  a t  

a v i l l a g e  about hallw ay  to  the c i t y  where they  

were a w a it in g  my a r r i v a l .  1 a c c o r d in g ly  ad

vanced to  m eet them. The p arty  had s c a r c e ly  

l e f t  camp b e fo re  some r a in  began to  fa l l . l^ M  

I t  was co n sid ered  an a u s p ic io u s  s ig n  of the  

t i e s  o i  amity e x i s t i n g  between the B r i t i s h  

Government and the Haja j u s t  a s  th e  k i s s i o n

was about to  a r r iv e  a t  h i s  c o u r t .  The r a in
*

th a t  haa been f a l l i n g  in c r e a se d  to  a heavy 

shower in  the mio s t  ol which I met hour Sher 

Singh and the m in i s t e r  w ith  a l l  t h e ir  s u i t .

(x) N a t iv e s  have a b e l i e f  th a t  a shower o f  
01 r a in  d uring  a ceremony i s  a fa v o u ra b le  
omen •
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They d e l iv e r e d  many f r ie n d ly  m essages from the  

maha h a ja  who had d e s ir e d  them they  sa id  to  con

duct me to a spot th a t  h&a been p urpose ly  s e le c t e d  

l o r  the m is s io n  near h i s  own r e s id e n c e  th a t  he 

m ight see me f r e q u e n t ly  w ithou t ex p o sin g  me to  

the in co n v en ien ce  of g o in g  any d is ta n c e  to v i s i t  

him. Though heavy the r a in  a id  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  

d e s tr o y  the pageantry o f  th e  s ig h t  which the  

m eeting  of the two p a r t i e s  p r e s e n te d .  The h a j a ' s  

son and m in i s t e r  were mounted on an e lep h a n t  

d eco ra ted  in  the  most superb s t y l e .  The Howdah 

i t s e l f  was e n t i r e l y  embossed w ith  Gold ana la r g e  

p l a t e s  of the same m etal carved in t o  a p e c u l ia r  

shape n o t  u n lik e  the le a v e s  of the Lotus and 

strung c l o s e l y  to g e th e r  were suspended from 

d i f f e r e n t  p a r ts  of the s e a t .  The k s c o r t  which  

a tte n d e e  them were r i c h ly  a t t i r e a .  I t  c o n s is t e d  

ol 500 men b e lo n g in g  to  a corp s of c a v a lr y  i n  

the K aja’ s s e r v ic e  c a l l e d  Ghorcherahs which  

forms h i s  p erson a l Gft»rd. A l l  the men were 

d r e s s e a  in  an uniform  of Y ellow  s i l k  the b r ig h t 

n e s s  of which and the sh in in g  m atch locks and 

s h ie l d s  w ith  which they were armed gave the  

scene a sp len d id  and s t r ik in g  e f f e c t .  A fte r  

co n v ers in g  a few m inu tes on the e le p h a n ts  1 was 

conducted  towards a sm all Lake where the  m iss io n  

encamped and the K a ja 's  son took h i s  l e a v e .
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When he had gone I r e c e iv e d  a v i s i t  from hi a 

m in is t e r  j^ewan B isakha S in gh . He was aceom- 

panied  by l a k i r  A zizuddin  and beggea my accep t*  

ance of a z e e a iu t  of  600 ru p ees  and sw eetm eats  

o l  v a r io u s  k in d s  which the hour had d ir e c t e d  

th£m to  d e l i v e r  in  h i s  name

2 1 .  The encampment ol the m is s io n  was about  

i  o l  a m ile  from Aambagh a Garden in  which the  

kaha Kaja in  h i s  v i s i t s  to  Umrutsar u s u a l ly  

r e s i d e s ,  licar the t e n t s  was a l s o  a sm all Gar

den newly made where s e v e r a l  bungalows had been  

r e c e n t ly  e r e c te d  i o r  th e  accommodation o i the  

party  and o u ts id e  some la r g e  t e n t s  lo r  the  

se r v a n ts  and f o l l o w e r s .  In  the course of the  

day the m in i s t e r  A zizudd in  came to  say th a t  

the M&ha u aja  would be happy to  r e c e iv e  the  

m iss io n  th a t  e v e n in g  or on the lo l lo w in g  day 

a s  m ight be most c o n v en ie n t  to  me. I t  b e in g  

n e c e ssa r y  to  unpack and arrange the p r e s e n t s  

1 had in  charge Irom the Governor General b efo re  

t h e ir  d e l iv e r y  1 proposed th a t  the p r e s e n ta t io n  

should be u e le r r e d  to  the n ex t  day . On the  

ev en in g  of my a r r iv a l  the m in i s t e r  a g a in  c a l le d  

anu p r ese n te d  on the p a rt  o f  the u&ha n f j a  in  

z e e a iu t  a bag c o n ta in in g  500 B u ca ts  ol gold  

and s e v e r a l  t r a y s  of s i l v e r  amounting to 2500  

Hupees b e s iu e s  a q u a n tity  o f  sw eetm eats and
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f r u i t s .  At the same time I was informed o f  

the R a ja 's  w ish  to  ie eh  the whole of  the pub

l i c  and p r iv a te  s e r v a n ts  ol the m is s io n  i f  1 

haa no o b je c t io n  to  the measure o f f e r in g  to  

send p eo p le  to  i s s u e  d a i ly  r a t io n s  to  them* 

C onsider in g  the l i b e r a l i t y  w ith  which the  

m is s io n  had been a lrea d y  t r e a t e d  and the con

f u s io n  th a t  m ight a r i s e  among the se r v a n ts  in  

camp ana the f ia j a ' s  p eop le  in  the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

of the r a t io n s  1 thought i t  a d v is a b le  to  d e

c l in e  the o f f e r  begging  th a t  the Jxiaha Raja  

would do me the fafcour to  l i m i t  the e x e r c i s e  

of the proposed mark of h o s p i t a l i t y  to  the  

f i r s t  day which a f t e r  some d i f f i c u l t y  he 

agreed to  d o . The 25UQ Rupees were d iv id ed  

a g reea b ly  to  the R a ja 's  d e s ir e  among the  

Gentlemen w ith  me and the bag ol Gold car

r ie d  to  the c r e d i t  of the Government.

22* The same day a Surdar and a party of  

100 la n c e r s  were a t ta c h e d  by the R a ja 'e  ord ers  

to the m is s io n  a s  an Jfiscort. They occupied  

a spot near the camp to be in  r e a d in e s s  to  

accompany me wherever 1 might be in c l i n e d  to  

go abroad. 1 found the Surdar and h i s  men 

very  u s e fu l  and they  rendered th em se lv es  of  

s e r v ic e  in  p r o te c t in g  the camp from the crowd 

of i d l e  in tr u d e r s  by which i t  was a t  f i r s t  b ese l
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2 3 . As the even ing  of the 2 9 th  kay had been  

l i x e d  fo r  the in tr o d u c to r y  v i s i t  to  the kaha 

Raja; f a k ir  Imamuddin came to  my t e n t  about 

lo u r  o 'c lo c k  and informed me th a t  Raja ^hian  

Singh and the m in i s t e r  A zizuddin  had been  

d isp a tc h e d  by h i s  m aster to  meet the m is s io n  

on i t s  way to  the co u rt  and conduct i t  to  h i s  

p r e s e n c e .  Tnere had been a c o n s u l t a t io n  a s

to the mode in  which the m is s io n  should be r e 

c e i v e d .  The .taja took the op in ion  o f  h i s  most  

c o n f i d e n t i a l  o f f i c e r s .  They r e v e r te d  to  the  

c e r e m o n i e s  observed when S ir  C h arles  k e t c a l f e  

ana S ir  b .  G chterloney  v i s i t e a  the Sikh C h ie f 

ta in  the one to  h e g o t ia t e  a t r e a t y  between him 

and the B r i t i s h  w ith  the v iew  of a r r e s t in g  h i s  

am bition  on the l e f t  bank o f  S u t le j  the other  

a s  an i n v i t e d  g u e s t  to  c e le b r a te  the m arriage  

of Kour hherek Singh s in c e  which w ith  the  

e x c e p t io n  o f  * r .  m oorcroft end b o c to r  murray 

no B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r  had v i s i t e d  h i s  c o u r t .

2 4 . I t  was u e c id e a  th a t  the p r e s e n t  was & 

m is s io n  o f  an e x c l u s i v e l y  f r i e n d ly  nature and 

might t h e r e fo r e  be r e c e iv e d  in  a c o r d ia l  and 

d is t in g u is h e d  manner w ith o u t  any r e fe r e n c e  to  

p a st  u sa g e .
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2 5 . A Lake b e in g  s i tu a te u  between th e  camp 

and the Rambagh I c r o sse d  the m iss io n  in  b o a ts  

which were s t a t io n e d  th ere  by the Raja fo r  i t s  

use* a m  j o in in g  the .Escort on the o p p o s ite  

bank where i t  had been p r e v io u s ly  assem bled to  

r e c e iv e  the p arty  proceeded in  s t a t e  to  the  

r e s id e n c e  of the kaha R aja . I had n ot advanced  

fa r  b e fo r e  1 was met by the Raja Lhi&n Singh  

and the m in i s t e r .  As i t  approached the Rambagh 

the m is s io n  en te re d  a s t r e e t  formed by twoBat -  

t a l i o n s  of in fa n t r y  ana a reg im en t of d c a v a lr y  

dism ounted on p a ss in g  w h ile  i t  r e c e iv e d  a s a lu te  

of 15 guns from two p ie c e s  o f  a r t i l l e r y  p la n ted  

th ere  fo r  the purpose ol s a lu t in g  the m is s io n .

A few p a ces  beyond the guns a l o f t y  Gateway 

marked the en tran ce  to  the Rambagh. Here the  

E scort  was l e f t  and the p arty  e n te r in g  the  

Garden moveo on the  e le p h a n ts  towards an e d i f i c e  

in  the c e n tre  where the Raja h e ld  h i s  C ourt.

The road le a d in g  to  the c en tre  ol the Garden 

was l in e d  on each  s ia e $  by Kanats o f  s c a r l e t  

c l o t h  w ith  broad y e l lo w  b ord ers and a t  i n t e r v a l s  

were e r e c te d  3 e le g a n t  ca n o p ie s  supported on 

s i l v e r  p o le s  b en eath  which the p r o c e s s io n  p a sse d .

The l a s t  canopy was p laced  about 25 p aces  from 

the t e r r a c e  of the c o u r t .  On le a v in g  i t  the  

m iss io n  d i m ounted  from the e le p h a n ts  ana was



conducted  by Kaja .bhian Singh and the m in i s t e r  

to  the p la c e  where the kaha Kaja was se a ted  w ith

a l l  h i s  Suraars in  f u l l  s t a t e  to  r e c e iv e  the
\

p a r ty .  He r o s t  from h i s  c h a ir  and advanced  

s e v e r a l  p aces  towards me a s  I came in  s ig h t  o f  

him. On m eeting  he embraced me i n  the most 

c o r a ia l  manner and a f t e r  d e c la r in g  h i s  p le a su r e  

a t  my a r r iv a l  he r e t i r e d  to  h i s  s e a t  d e s i r in g  

me to be sea teo  in  the c e n tr e  ol' a row of c h a ir s  

arranged, o p p o s ite  to  him fo r  the Gentlemen o f  

the m is s io n .

2 6 .  The p la c e  where the Gourt was h e ld  was an 

open p o r t ic o  on the e a s te r n  s iu e  of the e d i f i c e  

in  the c e n tr e  o f  the Garden a lrea d y  m en tion ed .

At each  end o l i t  was l o f t y  c a n o p ie s  hung on 

golden  p i l l a r s  ana made of the r i c h e s t  sh a w ls .  

Kich c a r p e ts  o l shawl were a l s o  spread along  

the ground. The lr o n t  was open towards a

c a n a l  ol water sup [ l y i n g  s e v e r a l  la r g e  fo u n ta in s  

the spray of which a i f l u s e a  an a g re ea b le  Ires iw  

n e s s  arounu the s p o t .

2 7 .  The b r i l l i a n c y  and the sp lendour of the 

cou rt a t t r a c t e d  p a r t ic u la r  n o t i c e .  The Kaja 

sa t  in  the r e c e s s  o f  the K o r tic o  on a la r g e  

Golcen Ghair o f  a c i r c u la r  lo rw . There was



n oth in g  resem b lin g  a r e g u la r  thrpne. Two 

c h a ir s  were p la ced  r ig h t  end l e f t  oi the Maha 

R fja .  Those on the r i g h t  were occupied  "by 

Heera Singh the son o f  l>hian Singh ana Lhena 

Singh the youngest b rother  of  S irdar Boodh Singh
\j

ana on the l e f t  were s e a te a  Bark M h al Singh  

son of Batch Sing A l iw a l ia  and hour Sher Singh  

the Raha R aja’ s 2nd son . On the ground form

ing  a s e m ic ir c le  to  the R ight and l e f t  o f  the

Raja s a t  the Surdars.

2 3 . iviaha Kaja Rnnjeet S ingh i s  d im in u tiv e  in  

s ta tu r e  and o f  a very weak and em aciated con

s t i t u t i o n .  He appeared to  be about 50 y e a r s  

of a g e .  H is fa c e  i s  d i s f ig u r e d  s tr o n g ly  by 

the sm all pox and from the e f f e c t s  o f  that  

malady he has l o s t  h i s  l e f t  e y e .  He wears a 

very long but scanty  beard which has now be

come n ea r ly  w h ite .  The e x p r e s s io n  of h i s  

countenance i s  not of a p r e p o s s e s s in g  nature  

a t  f i r s t  s ig h t  and forms a s t r ik in g  c o n tr a s t  

to  the noble and manly i e a t u r e s  of the Surdars 

who were sea ted  around him. H e ith er  h i s  man

n e r s  nor h i s  c o n v e r sa t io n  i s  d i g n i f i e d .  H is  

are sc  i s  ex trem ely  p la in  and f a m i l ia r ,  h i s  

v o ic e  d is s o n e n t  and h a rsh . He becomes animated  

when he b e g in s  to  speak and c r e a t e s  a favour
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a b le  im p r ess io n  in  s p i t e  o l  a l l  h i s  p erson a l  

d e f e c t s .  Though o l t e n  marked by a p u e r i le  

c u r i o s i t y  h i s  o b se r v a t io n s  are i n t e l l i g e n t  and 

s a g a c io u s .  H is d r e s s  was very m a g n if ic e n t .

I t  c o n s i s t e d  o l  a sh o rt  tu n ic  o l  kuck s i l k  

over which was a lo o s e  tra n sp a ren t  garment 

of the f i n e s t  w hite m u s l in .  The fr o n t  oi the  

d r e s s  was embroidered w ith  a number o l  diamonds 

and em era ld s . He wore some r i c h  s t r i n g s  o l  

p e a r ls  round h i s  neck and d i f f e r e n t  p a r ts  o l  

h i s  body. On each  arm were two a r m le ts  s i  the  

most c o s t l y  diamonds b e s id e s  b r a c e le t s  o l  

p e a r l s ,  a s t r in g  o l  which o l  a la r g e  s i z e  he 

held  in  h i s  hand and appeared to  use a s  a 

H osary. On h i s  head he hau a sm all turban o l  

the c o n ic a l  shape p e c u l ia r  to  the  S ikh s w ith  

an e le g a n t  S irp ech  from the c e n tr e  o l  which  

depended a very la r g e  diamond. 1 looked fo r  

the famous Cohi ttur but i t  was not on h i s  

p erso n . In  h i s  g i r d l e  he wore a to ig n ia r d  

w ith  the b e l t  and scabbard r i c h l y  embossed 

w ith  j e w e l l e r y  and in  f r o n t  o f  him th ere  was 

a sm all r a i s e d  p la tform  on which were p laced  

a p a ir  of p i s t o l s ,  a sword, a bow and q u iver  

l u l l  o l  arrow s, a l l  r i c h l y  ornamented w ith  

j e w e l s  b e s id e s  b a s k e ts  o f  f lo w e r s  of v a r io u s  

c o lo u r s .
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2 9 . The Suraars were a l s o  ctec ora tea  w ith  

c o s t l y  j e w e l s  and e le g a n t  d r e s s e s  o l  y e l lo w  

s i l k ,  kTery one o l  them haa a s n ie ld  and sworu 

ana some m a tc h lo c k s . They haa a yery  sp len d id  

appearance ana i t  was im p o s s ib le  n ot to  aamire 

the oraer ana r e g u l a r i t y  ol th e  whole a ssem b ly # 

the a e le r e n c e  w ith  which the 3urdars t r e a te d  

the Maha Haja and th e  c o u r te s y  they observed  

towards each  o th e r .  There was no rude i a m i l i -  

a r i t y  and co n tu sio n *  everyone seemeu to  know 

h i s  p la ce  ana to  be c o n s c io u s  o l  the s t a t i o n

he t i l l e d .

3 0 .  A lte r  1 had been se a te d  the Kaja enquired  

a l t e r  my h e a l t h  and p a r t i c u la r l y  about th a t  o l  

the  Governor G en era l. He a l lu a e u  to  the d e s ir e  

he had ex p re sse d  to  meet H is Lordship  on the  

Banks ot the S u t le j  and r e g r e t t e d  th a t  the  

s t a t e  ot h i s  h e a l t h  had u e le a te u  th a t  w ish  to  

which 1 mace s u i t a b le  r e p l i e s  ana proceeded to  

in lorm  him o l  the o b je c t  ot my m is s io n ,  lie 

d w elt  on the harmony and good w i l l  th a t  e x i s t s  

b etw een  the two S t a t e s  and sa id  that the a r r iv a l  

ol the m is s io n  was a source ol g r a t i l i c a t i o n

to  him. c a p ta in  rearson  ana the o t i i c e r s  who 

aeeompuniea me were then in tr o d u c e d .  The Kaja 

made e n q u ir ie s  a l t e r  t h e ir  h e a l t h  one by one



a sk in g  me i f  Captain Pearson knew the Punjabi 

language and the io r c e  Captain hemplands rank 

e n t i t l e d  him to  command a l t e r  which he person

a l l y  in tro u u ceu  me to  s e v e r a l  o l  the Surdars  

among whom was Boodh Singh Sinuhamwala who had 

j u s t  r e tu rn ee  w ith  the K a ja 's  army employed 

in  su p p ress in g  the in s u r r e c t io n  in  the A t t o k . <

3 1 . In  p r e s e n t in g  the Governor G enera l’ s 

l e t t e r  X re q u es te d  i t  might be read in  Court 

th a t  the Suraars m ight have an o p p ortu n ity  o l  

knowing i t s  i r i e n d l y  c o n te n ts  ana a t  the  same 

time X in lorm eu the «&aha h a ja  th a t  X had been  

charged to  d e l iv e r  some p r e s e n ts  to  him Irom 

H is Lordship which X would i i  a g reea b le  then  

p r e s e n t ,  Ay r e q u e s t  th a t  the l e t t e r  should  

be read a s  X had su g g ested  seemed to  p le a s e  

him, I r o s e  Irom my s e a t  and d e l iv e r e d  i t  

when the Kaja orderin g  the c h a ir s  on which  

the Gentlemen o l  the m is s io n  had been seated  

to  be arranged c lo s e  to  h i s  d e s ir in g  me to  

take the se a t  n e a r e s t  to him. The l e t t e r  

was read by th e  m in i s t e r ;  he l i s t e n e d  a t t e n 

t i v e l y  to  him w h ile  he was read in g  i t 9 and 

a l t e r  i t  had been l u l l y  e x p la in e d  sa id  th a t  

the i r i e n d l y  sen t im en ts  ex p re sse d  by the  

Governor General were in  p e r i e c t  u n ison  w ith



h i s  own, observed th a t  he had long  been a l l i e d  

to  the B r i t i s h  Government and p r o le se e d  a c o r 

d i a l  w ish  to  see  the a l l i a n c e  o l  the two s t a t e s  

d a i ly  promoted and in c r e a s e d ,  "1 w ill,** he 

added w ith  e v id e n t  s a t i s ! a c t i o n  “have the l e t t e r  

aga in  read to  me when 1 am a lo n e ,*  The p r e s e n t s  

were then brought and d is p la y e d ,  the ^aha h a ja  

in s p e c te d  them very m in u te ly  ana aumirea the  

a i l l e r e n t  a r t i c l e s  o l  which they were composed. 

Among them were s e v e r a l  th in g s  io r  the Kani in  

re tu rn  lo r  some p r e s e n ts  se n t  on the part o l  

th a t  lad y  to  Baby Amherst which the iia ja  sa id  

he would p r e s e n t  to  h e r .  The p r e s e n ts  having  

been a l l  d e l iv e r e d  the kaha Kaja r i s i n g  irom  

h i s  s e a t  in v i t e d  me to  look  a t  some ol h i s  

h o r s e s  e x p la in in g  t h e ir  names ana good q u a l i 

t i e s  a s  they were l e a  p a s t ,  Borne o l  them were 

l i n e  an im als  and d ecora ted  accord in g  to  the  

e s t im a t io n  in  which they were held  w ith  the  

most c o s t l y  c a p a r iso n s  studded w ith  j e w e l s .

He appeared to  have a p le a su r e  in  v iew in g  them 

and to  be a n x io u s  th a t  they should c la im  my 

a d m ir a tio n . He has a p a r t ic u la r  p a ss io n  lo r  

h o r s e 3 and when in  h e a l t h  th ere  i s  no e x e r c i s e  

in  which he ta k e s  so much d e l i g h t  a s  in  th a t  

o l  r i d i n g .  A lte r  the in s p e c t io n  o l  the h o r se s  

the m is s io n  r e t i r e d .  At n ig h t  l ir e w o r k s  were
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sen t  l o r  the amusement o i the party  b e s id e s  & 

v a r ie t y  o f  sw eetm eats ana 1100 ru p ees  which the  

Kaja re q u e s te d  m ight be a iv iu e u  among the serv 

a n ts  who had a tten d ed  w ith  the p r e s e n t s ,

3 2 ,  Umrutsar a t  the time of my a r r iv a l  had 

the a s p e c t  of a b e s ie g e d  o i t y ,  A fo r c e  o f  about  

2 5 ,0 0 0  men in c lu d in g  n e a r ly  the whole o f  the  

K aja1s Hegular corps of A r t i l l e r y  and in fa n tr y  

was encamped round the w a l l s .  There was a l s o  

a la r g e  body of i r r e g u la r  c a v a lr y  and tro o p s  

m ight be seen a t  e x e r c i s e  in  every  d ir e c t io n  

morning and e v e n in g .  I t  was a scene o l  a c t i v i t y  

more l i k e  a p rep a ra t io n  io r  war than a m i l i t a r y  

s p e c ta c le  in te n d in g  a s  i t  was d es ig n ed  to  amuse 

and d iv e r t  the m is s io n  during i t s  con tinuan ce  

a t  i t s  C ourt,

33* The morning a f t e r  the p r e s e n ta t io n  u n t i l  

which none o f  the Gentlemen l e f t  the Camp 1 took  

a r id e  o u ts id e  the K aja1s camps and hau a d i s t a n t  

view  of the Cegion commanded by the Jbrench oi f l e 

e r s  m essra A lla rd  and Ventura a t  e x e r c i s e .  I t  

appeared to  be a remarkably f i n e  body o l  men,

1 had a lte r w a r u s  an o p p ortu n ity  of s e e in g  i t  

paraded b e fo r e  the Jfcaha iia ja  when the o p in io n  

I hau formed o l i t  was f u l l y  co n iirm ed . In
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p a ss in g  the camp of the Legion I n o t ic e d  se 

v e r a l  stand ards w ith  the T r i-c o lo u r e d  > la g  which  

the French o i l l e e r s  I f in d  adoptea a s  the d i s 

t in g u is h in g  jSnsign o l  tn e ir  Corps. On my re tu rn  

I p a sse c  by the f o r t  of Govind Gurh e r e c te a  by 

the h a ja  a few y e a r s  a g o . I t  i s  b u i l t  e n t i r e l y  

of masonry w ith  m assive b a s t io n s  and a broaa 

d i t c h .  I t  o c c u p ie s  & small sp a ce . There i s  

an outwork a t  the gate  and another on the oppos- 

i t e  fcaddi ana in  the ce n tr e  a la rg e  e le v a te d  

c o n s id e r a b ly  above the w a l l s .  Large sums of  

money have been expended in  s tre n g th e n in g  and 

improving the works and i t  i s  the p la c e  where 

the g r e a t e s t  p art o l the H a ja 's  t r e a s u r e s  i s  

d e p o s i t e d .

3 4 . In the even in g  X rode through the c i t y .  

There was a g r e a t  concourse ol p e o p le .  The 

s t r e e t s  were narrow ana d i r t y  and b u i l t  in  a 

very ir r e g u la r  manner. One would have im agined  

the c i t y  had o r i g i n a l l y  been the s i t e  o f  a la r g e  

s t r a g g l in g  encampment and th a t  h ou ses  had been  

prom iscuously  r a is e d  on every spot th a t  had been  

occupied by a t e n t .

35 , The c i t y  Umrutsar i s  s i t u a te d  on an ex

t e n s iv e  p l a i n .  A lthough i t  i s  con sid ered  the
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c a p i t a l  o f  the S ikhs the p resen t  r u le r  o f  th a t  

n a t io n  g e n e r a l ly  r e s i d e s  a t  Lahore. I t  i s  about 

f i v e  m i le s  in  c ircu m feren ce ana u n t i l  l a t e l y  

was an open town but i s  now f o r t i f i e d .  The f o r t -  

i i i c a t i o n s  c o n s i s t  o f  an immense rampart of e a r th  

a t  l e a s t  25 i e e t  th ic k  and a wide d i t c h .  Beyona 

the a i t c h  and in  f r o n t  o f  the ga tew ays, o f  which  

th ere  are  tw e lv e  b u i l t  w holly  of  masonry la r g e  

c i r c u la r  r a v e l i n s  have been c o n s tr u c te d  and 

s im ila r  works are p r o je c te d  from in te rm ed ia te  

p o in t s  of the ram part. The d e s ig n  i s  u n lik e  

th a t  of n a t iv e  i o r t s .  i t  p a rta k es  a good d e a l
e

of the European s t y l e  a knowljdge of which has  

probably been im parted to  the ^aha Baja  by the 

krench o l i i c e r s .  He commenced i o r t i l y i n g  the 

p la c e  about the time they en tered  I l ls  s e r v i c e .

The works are s t i l l  b e in g  ex ecu ted  and when 

com pleted w i l l  form a form idab le  d e fe n c e .  The 

f o r t  o f  Govind Gurh sta n d s  ± m ile  to  the w est

ward of the town and lorms the c i t a d e l  to  i t .

On the e a s te r n  s id e  a t  the same d is ta n c e  i s  

th e  Bamb&gh the o u ts id e  of which i s  i o r t i f i e d  

e x a c t ly  l i k e  the c i t y .  A branch of an a n c ie n t  

canal ( c u t  from the Havi near one of the so u rces  

o f  th a t  r i v e r  in  the H i l l s  and c a r r ie d  to  Lahore) 

has been conducted to  Umrutsar from which the  

d i t c h e s  may a t  any time be su p p lie d  w ith  water  

s u f f i c i e n t  to  f i l l  them.



3 6 .  At n ig n t  there was a r e p e t i t i o n  o l f i r e 

works ana on the fo l lo w in g  morning 1 renewed 

my e x c u r s io n s  and passed  the camp o l  the Ghor- 

cherahs p itc h e d  se p a r a te ly  from the r e g u la r  troop s  

in  the cou rse  of the r id e  1 saw the maha h a ja  

and had a good view of the s t a t e  in  which i t  

appears when he g o e s  abroad; he was sea ted  in  

a k ina  of Tonjfc&n w ith  double s e a t s  and a low  

to p . On e i t h e r  s id e  were d oors and g l a s s  windows 

and p an n els  of g l a s s  b e fo r e  and beh ind , i t  was 

moving in  f r o n t  of the p r o c e s s io n  w ithout any 

a t te n d a n ts  e x c e p t in g  the b ea re rs  ana a man w ith  

a la r g e  s i lk e n  Ghattah. About 1GQ y a rd s  in  

the rea r  roue the Surdars who u s u a l ly  a tten d  

the c o u r t .  Behind them came a troop o f  L an cers ,  

a company o f  In fa n try  ana se v e r a l  e le p h a n ts  

some w ith  empty howdahs ana o tn e r s  w ith  t e n t s .

On e i t h e r  f la n k  were p a r t i e s  of Siwars to keep  

the ground c l e a r  ana p revent i n t r u s i o n .  When

ever  he l e a v e s  h i s .p a la c e  th ere  are alw ays  

some e le p h a n ts  laden w ith  t e n t s  moving w ith  

him even though tr-kin0 h i s  d a i ly  e x e r c i s e .

A fte r  b e in g  out a short time the Kaja a l i g h t s ,  

sometimes o ra e rs  a canopy to  be spread but 

g e n e r a l ly  s i t s  in  the open a ir  and h o ld s  h i s  

cou rt when he r e c e i v e s  the s a lu t a t i o n s  of  h i s  

m in i s t e r s  ana o f f i c e r s  who s i t  in  a l i n e  on
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one s lo e  of the Kaja and tr a n s a c t  any b u s in e s s  

th a t  they may nave w ith  him. The *ourt con

t in u e s  assem bled in  the s i t u a t i o n  X have u e sc r ib e d  

t i l l  a man comes w ith  an hour g l a s s  ana in form s  

the m&ha h a ja  tn a t  the time ol the uay i s  one 

and a h a l f  ^ h r  or 9 o'clock on which ne r e t i r e s  

a s i d e # makes a r e p a s t  ana then r e tu r n s  to  the  

p a la c e .  X had many o p p o r tu n i t ie s  o f  se e in g  him

abroad and the ceremo^iy was in v a r ia b ly  the same.
•

3 7 .  By i n v i t a t i o n  the m is s io n  hau a second 

in te r v ie w  w ith  the h a ja  on the second ol June 

in  the Kambagh. h a ja  M iian 3 ingh  was sen t  to  

conduct me to h i s  presence a s  b e f o r e ,  i  found 

the iiaha h a ja  seated  in  an open P o r t ic o  on the  

w estern  fa c e  of the e d i f i c e  in  which 1 was f i r s t  

r e c e iv e d ,  k o u n ta in s  were p la y in g  i n  v a r io u s  

p la c e s  and th e r e  was a canal ol water in  i r o n t ,  

but no s t a t e  or o s t e n t a t io n  was v i s i b l e  in  the  

c o u r t .  The audience seemeu indeed  to  be o f  an 

e n t i r e l y  p r iv a te  nature ana the haja  maue him

s e l f  very co u r teo u s  ana a g r e e a b le .c o n v e r s in g  on 

a v a r ie t y  of s u b j e c t s  w ith  g r e a t  freedom ana 

v i v a c i t y .  As 1 en tere d  h i s  p resen ce  he ro se  

from M s  s e a t  embraced ana conducted me to  a 

c h a ir  p laced  im m ediately  on M s  r i g h t ,  i t  was 

a very s u l t r y  ana o p p r ess iv e  aay ana a f t e r  ©x-



changing the usual com plim ents 1 took n o t ic e  

of the f o u n ta in s  and the p le a s a n t  temperature  

they  proaucea on * h iCh the Haja began to e x 

p a t ia t e  on the c o ld n e s s  of the c l im a te  of  

c&shmir, a sk in g  me whether any country was 

e q u a l ly  c o l d .  On s a t i s f y i n g  h i s  en q u iry , he 

s a id :  "The krench Gentlemen who are in  my 

s e r v ic e  com plain s e v e r e ly  of the heat here  

a&y i t  i s  in t o l e r a b le  to  them and they l& ll  

s ic k .*  The Haja h im se lf  has never v i s i t e d  

Cashmir he has once or tw ice  thought of go in g  

th e r e ;  i t  i s  b e l ie v e d  however th a t  some super

s t i t i o u s  p r e ju d ic e  u e t e r s  him from making 

the a tte m p t. He spoke of the roau to  i t  and 

observed th a t  i t  was extrem ely  ruggeu ana 

m ountainous. "In the H i l l s  in  the Company’ s 

P r o v in c e s ,*  he sa id  *1 hear th e re  axe f in e  

road s ana th a t  the p r o p r ie to r s  of the land  

through whose t e r r i t o r i e s  they p a ss  are o b lig e d  

to  keep them in  *ood o rd er , in  my p art of  

them the p eop le  co n s id e r  t h e i r  s tr e n g th  to  con

s i s t  in  the rough ness 01 t h e ir  roads and in 

stead  of im proving do a l l  they can to  o b s tr u c t  

them.*

3 6 .  The c o n v e r sa t io n  turned a fterw a rd s  to  

the s t a t e  of  A fg h a n is ta n . "The A fghans,* he
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sa id  "were a p e r f id io u s  race th ere  was no be

l i e v i n g  what they  s a id ,  lo r  in s ta n c e  on making 

& r e q u i s i t i o n  lo r  the famous horse k a i l i  in  the 

p o s s e s s io n  o l  the r u le r  o l  Peshawar Yar Mohammed 

nnan ana o th e r s  oi h i s  t r ib e  have sworn by the  

Koran which you know i s  the book o l  t h e ir  r e l i 

g ion  th a t  the horse i s  de&a ana put t h e ir  s e a l s  

to  a paper to  th a t  e l l e c t ;  y e t  1 have good re a 

son to  b e l i e v e  th a t  k a i l i  i s  a l i v e  ana th a t  they  

have sworn among each  o ther  n o t  to l e t  me have 

the h o r s e .  They agreed to  pay 5 0 ,0 0 0  hupees  

in s te a d  o l  k a i l i ,  1 have r e l in q u is h e d  my demand 

ana have taken a com pensation o l  15 h o r s e s .  They 

a r r iv e d  & lew  days ago w ith  the Ir en c h  o f l i c e r s  

from the A ttok  and you w i l l  see  them p r e s e n t ly ,"

3W. A s ig n a l  being g iv e n  one o l  the Suraars  

l e i t  the Court to  bring the h o r se s  and the son 

o l  Yar Mohsmmea khan who^attendance the h a ja  

had ex a c te d  a s  an h ostage  lo r  h i s  l a t h e r ’ s 

fu tu r e  a l l e g i a n c e .  In  the in t e r v a l  the maha h a ja  

when In tr o d u c in g  some Suraars to  me p o in ted  my 

a t t e n t io n  p a r t i c u la r l y  to  two o l  them Jee Singh  

Atamala and Amar S ingh , "Jee Singh" he sa id  

" is  the man who l l e o  Irom my a u th o r ity  and jo in e d  

l a t h e 1 khan the l a t e  r u le r  o l  Kabul w ith  whom he 

remained l o r  some time but he was n ot lon g  ab sen t
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b efo re  he rei>enteci h ie  conduct and r e tu r n e d .

Aoiar Singh i s  the b ro th er  o f  the Haja o f  Oham-

bah. He has come here to  try  and m ediate the

r e l e a s e  o l  the aa ja  o f  kurpur who cr o sse d  the

S u tle j  a sh ort  time ago w ith  a body of men 
yo

and a t te m p te d ^ e x c ite  a d is tu r b a n c e  in  my t e r r i 

to ry  and was s e i z e d .  There i s  a m atrim onial  

c o n n e c t io n  between the two f a m i l i e s  and the  

Ch&mbawala o f f e r s  a ransom o f  50000 ru p ees  

and to  become s e c u r i t y  fo r  h i s  good behaviour  

h e r e a f te r  i f  1 w i l l  l i b e r a t e  him from c o n f in e 

ment . w

4 0 .  A long t r a in  of dancing g i r l s  now en tered  

the C ourt. They were d re sse d  in  m en's a t t i r e  

sp le n d id ly  ornamented w ith  j e w e l s  and t i n s e l s  

and armed w ith  bows and arrow s. A few had 

sp e a r s .  There were about 200 of them. They 

sea ted  th e m se lv es  in  a group im m ediate ly  in  

fr o n t  of the K a ja 's  c h a ir  who spoke in  a 

kind o f  f a m i l ia r  tone to  them ana p o in ted  

to  two or three  whom he d e s ig n a te d  a s  t h e ir  

l e a d e r s .  The scene was novel and c u r io u s  and 

on enq uiry  he to ld  me i t  was an i n s t i t u t i o n  

of h i s  own. B efore t h e i r  departure kohammad 

H ussain khan the son o f  f a r  ^ohammed a r r iv e d .  

The p la ce  b e in g  very crowded and th ere  not
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b ein g  room lo r  a Morah on which he i  s a llow ed  

to  s i t  w ith ou t in t e r c e p t in g  the Kaja* s v iew  he 

sea ted  h im a e lf  on th e  ground c lo s e  to  the H aja. 

Mohammed H ussain  Khan i s  a l i n e  lad  about 12 

or 13 y e a r s  o f  age w ith  an oval countenance  

u n lik e  the n a t iv e s  o l  H industan and a l a i r  

com p lex ion . The Haja tr e a te d  hi^a k in a ly  and 

sa id  MI1 you w ish  to  re tu rn  to  Peshawar send 

lo r  L a i l i .  You w i l l  n o t  be a b le  to  go u n t i l  

L a i l i  i s  prod uced . * There seems to  be a r i d i 

cu lo u s  i n f a t u a t io n  in  the K aja’ s w ish  to  ob

ta in  th a t  h orse  which i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to r e 

c o n c i l e  w ith  h i s  n atu ra l good s e n s e .  A fte r  

the d i s p e r s io n  o l  the in s u r g e n ts  on the Attok  

he k ept a la r g e  army in  the v i c i n i t y  of Peshawar 

ap p a ren tly  w ith  no o th er  view  than to  e x t o r t  

th a t  animal from the r u le r  of th a t  p la c e # the 

expense of which he appears to  have co n s id ered  

oi no im portance compared w ith  the a tta in m en t  

of the o b je c t  he so u g h t.

4 1 .  The boy in  r e p ly  to  the Haja sa id  th a t  

the horse was dead which leu  the Haja to  ad

v e r t  aga in  to the in co n sta n cy  o f  the Afghans  

and f in d in g  th a t  he was in  a communicative  

humour I took the op p ortu n ity  oi a sk in g  him 

th e  nature o f  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  Peshawar he
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r e p l i e d  r e a d i ly  *1 r e c e iv e  Irom the r u le r  of  

th a t  country an annual t r ib u t e  oi 25 h o r se s  

ana a q u a n tity  of r i c e  ( l o r  which Peshawar i s  

c e le b r a te d )  b e s id e s  m i l i t a r y  s e r v ic e  i f  required!! 

He has never however been frble to e x a c t  the  

t r ib u t e  w ith ou t a m i l i t a r y  d em onstra tion  lo r  

¥&r jk.ohaiumed has never y e t  f u l f i l l e d  the l a s t  

a r t i c l e  o f  the engagement i f  i t  ev er  e x i s t e d  

which I am in c l in e d  to  a o u b t . 'Whatever schemes 

of p o l ic y  the Haja may have in  a g i t a t i o n  h i s  

c o n n ec t io n  w ith  the c o u n t r ie s  on the r i g h t  bank 

of the Inaus has h i th e r to  been s c a r c e ly  more 

than nom inal. H is tro o p s  have never p en etra ted  

beyond Peshawar and e x c e p t in g  a t  the f e r r y  of 

the Attok he has not a t  p re se n t  a s in g le  s o ld ie r  

to  the westward ol th a t  r i v e r .  He seems indeed  

to  the p re se n t  time to  have viewed the d i s t r a c t e d  

s t a t e  of the Afghans a s  fa v o u ra b le  to  the con

s o l i d a t io n  of h i s  own dom inions and has shewn 

a d i s p o s i t i  on j c Mm t  to promote ra th e r  than put 

an end to  the d i s s e n s i o n s  of th a t  p eop le  by 

r e s t o r in g  Peshawar though tw ice  conquered to  

i t s  p re se n t  r u l e r .  In  amity ?jith the B r i t i s h  

he has n oth in g  to  fe a r  from them to  the E a s t 

ward and so lon g  a s  the Afghans con tin u e  in 

vo lved  in  anarchy and co n fu s io n  suaong th e m se lv es  

the w estern  s id e  of  h i s  p o s s e s s io n s  i s  l i k e l y
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to  be secure irom suiy s u c c e s s f u l  in c u r s io n s .

The fr e n c h  o f f i c e r s  however are an x ious to  see  

h i s  a u th o r ity  extenueu  fceyonu tne In c u s ,  The 

la r g e  army which the **aha Haja has been l a t e l y  

o r g a n is in g  i s  probably in ten d ed  to  be employee  

in  A fghaniatan  ana 1 am d isp o se d  to  th ink  th a t  

he m e d ita te s  e re  long the con quest o f  that  

c o u n tr y .

4 2 . The j a  speaking ol the Afghans a s  s o l 

d i e r s  sa id  "they are very  naray and o b s t in a te  

anu ^ u ite  ig n o ra n t  oi u i s c i p l i n e .** i t  i s  t h e ir  

custom in  b a t t l e  to  run on t h e ir  enemy in  the  

most b o le  and 1e a r l s s s  manner, i 1 the a t ta c k  

proceeuea w e l l ,  i f  not they  r e t r e a t  w ith  pre

c i p i t a t i o n  anc never r a l l y ,  "They a re ,"  he 

co n tin u ed , "very stubborn. In the a c t io n  between  

my tro o p s  and 1 at hell Khan near reshawar they  

rueheu on my b a t t a l i o n s  w ith  such im p e tu o s ity

as to s ie z e  the m uskets oi the men. The l i g h t s  

w ith  swords aro p e r f e c t l y  c a l lo u s  and th ink  th a t  

dying in  c o n f l i c t  w ith  the Siikhs i s  a sure road 

to  H eaven ,*

4 3 , There was no adequate cause lo r  the d istu rb-  

ancua th a t  l a t e l y  occurred in  the A tto k . a

t r ib e  o f  Afghans C tillea  n h e tek s  occupy the country
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b e t w e e n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  of the A&ha R a j a  and 

the r u l e r  oi leshaw ar . by an agreement w ith  

i  t i t h e  h k h a n  i t  was s e t t l e u  th a t  the h h e te k s  

s h o u l d  be I s i t  i n  u n a is tu rb ea  p o s s e s s io n  of  

t h e i r  l a n d s  by both  par*ties and the engage-  

m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  i n v i o l a t e u . u n t i l  l £  y e a r s  ago^x ) 

A l l u d i n g  to the su b jec t  the Raja observed  

"Yar  hohammeu h h a n  l e a  by f o l l y  and u t t e r l y  

i n s e n s i b l e  to M s  r e a l  i n t e r e s t s  broke the  

s t i p u l a t i o n s  ol  t h e  Treaty a t ta c k e d  Akora 

t h e  c h i e f  tow n  o f  tne h h e te k s  took Abbass 

Khan t i i e  Juruar o i  the t r ib e  p r iso n e r  to  

P e s h a w a r  w h e re  he  s h o r t ly  a l te r w a r a s  u ieu  i t  

i s  supposed by p o iso n .  On M s d ea th  Khow&s 

khan h i s  son s o l i d  tea  my p r o t e c t io n  ana tne  

a s s e r t io n  oi  h i s  l a t h e r ’ s r i g h t s .  As he had 

always been my f a i t h f u l  p a r t is a n  and a l l y  I 

adopted h i s  i n t e r e s t s  ana sen t a sm all boay 

oi t r o o p s  to  r e i n s t a t e  him in  Mcora. in  

the m e a n t i m e  numerous r e p o r t s  were spread  

about t h e  c o u n t r y  of the bad s t a t e  o f  my 

h e a l t h  w h i c h  encouraged the Afghans to  o v er t  

a c t s  of in s u r r e c t io n *  They maue an a t ta c k  

by n ig h t  on a small Rost i  have on the A ttok  

c a l l e u  Kydo and k i l l e d  most o f  the g a r r is o n ,  

i  sen t  u u r u a r  h o o d n  Singh w ith  a io r c e  to 

punish  them. A f t e r  he hau a r r iv e d  th ere  a
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s h o r t  t i m e  he h e a r d  of the approach of a man 

o f  t h e  name o i  Siec. Ahmed a r e l i g i o u s  enthu

s i a s t  who h a a  b e e n  t r a v e l l i n g  through Afghani 

s t a n  a n d  e x c i t i n g  the A f g h a n s  to  wage a holy- 

war a g a i n s t  t h e  S i k h s  and a l l  I n f i a e l s ,  They 

s u p p o s e d  he  was i n s p i r e d  put f a i t h  in  h i s  vows 

and i l o c k e d  t o  h im  i n  g r e a t  numbers f r o m  a l l  

d i r e c t i o n s  u n t i l  he succeeaea  i n  c o l l e c t i n g  

n e a r l y  & Lakh o i  m en .  B oodh  Sing wrote to  sa,y 

t h a t  t h e y  h a d  i n v e s t e d  M s  p o s i t io n  ana had 

become v e r y  d u r i n g .  M s  fo rc e  b ein g  small I 

s e n t  n e a r l y  t h e  w h o le  o f  my d is p o s a b le  tro o p s  

r e g u l a r  and i r r e g u l a r  to  M s  a s s i s t a n c e .  Be

f o r e  t h e y  h a d  h o w e v e r  time to  a r r iv e  the  

f a n a t i c s  a t t a c k e d  Boodh Singh who d is p e r s e d  and 

r o u t e d  them w ith  g r e a t  s la u g h te r ,  Yar Mohammed 

Khan h a d  j o i n e d  t h e  ix isu rgen ts  but se e in g  the  

h o p e le s s n e s s  o f  t h e  p art he had taken tendered  

h i s  s u b m i s s i o n  w h i c h  I a c c e p te d ,  Brench o f f i c e r s  

who are z e a lo u s  an d  f a i t h f u l  se r v a n ts  of my 

G o v e rn m e n t  c o n d u c t e d  the n e g o t i a t i o n s .  Khowas 

khan has b e e n  r e s t o r e d  to  h i s  e s t e t e s  and Yar 

Mohammed having g iv e n  h i s  son as  a$ h ostage  

for  th e  due performance of a l l  h i s  engagem ents  

to  me has been p er m it te e  to  r e t a in  Peshawar.

I t  i s  my i n t e n t i o n  to  k e e p  the boy 4 or 5 months 

ana  t h e n  s e n d  fo r  one ol M s b r o th e r s  and so on, 

in  s u c c e s s io n  th a t  I may a lw ays have one in  my 

presence*"



44 . The Kaja enquired  whether Shah Shuja.ool 

mo oik  ev e r  thought o f  h i s  co u n try . An o p in io n  

p r e v a i l in g  th a t  i t  was an o b je c t  of the m iss io n  

to  e f f e c t  by n e g o t ia t i o n  w ith  the Kaja the r e 

s t o r a t io n  to  h i s  throne o f  th a t  e x i l e a  monarch 

i t  b ein g  g e n e r a l ly  euppoaea th a t  the B r i t i s h  

Government in  a l io r a in g  an asylum to  the Shah 

i s  a c tu a te d  by some s p e c u la t iv e  view  apart from 

a com m isseration  in  h i s  m is f o r tu n e s .  I t  was 

the on ly  in s ta n c e  in  which the M&ha Kaja made 

any a l l u s i o n  to  the Shah ana no fu r th e r  con ver

s a t io n  p assed  on the s u b j e c t .

45 • "The Jsrench of f i c e r s  t e l l  me#" sa id  the  

n a ja ,  " th a t i f  1 w i l l  p la c e  ten  r e g u la r  b a t t a l i o n s  

two or th r ee  reg im en ts  of  c a v a lr y  and a few  

p i e c e s  of a r t i l l e r y  a t  t h e ir  d is p o s a l  they w i l l  

engage to  take Kabul and subdue the whole of  

A fgh an istan  to  my a u th o r i ty ."  He askeu my 

o p in io n  a s  to  i t s  p r a c t i c a b i l i t y  ana a n t ic ip a te d  

the r e p ly  I was about to  g iv e  by ob serv ing  th a t
a

i t  was a d i s t a n t  a f f a i r  (mugedama-i-dur) and the  

p r o v is io n  of s u p p l ie s  to  the army would be d i f 

f i c u l t .  He spoke o f  the war between the R u ssian s  

and P e r s ia n s  and seemeu d e s ir o u s  of knowing the  

r e l a t i o n s  th a t  e x i s t e d  between them and the  

B r i t i s h  Government. I r e p l i e d  th a t  the B r i t i s h  

were in  f r i e n d ly  a l l i a n c e  w ith  both  p a r t i e s .  He



asked i f  the Government would a s s i s t  tne Per

s ia n s  in  the e v en t  of t h e ir  s u s ta in in g  a d e fe a t  

to  which X auiu th a t  the B r i t i s h  Government be-  

irio the fr ie n u  both of the nussi&na anu P e r s ia n s  

i t  would r i s e  i t s  e x e r t io n s  to  r e c o n c i l e  the  

co n ten d in g  n a t io n s  and not promote h o s t i l i t i e s ,  

he asked about the power of u u s s ia  anu the  

s tr e n g th  of i t s  army, on e i t h e r  of which p o in t s  

he u iu  n o t  seam to be very c o n v e r sa n t ,  i  have 

never been a b le  to  trace  the e x i s t e n c e  of any 

communication between the n u s s ia n s  and the  

r u le r  ol the Punjab*

4 6 .  The dancing g i r l s  having r e t i r e d  15 h o r se s  

from Peshawar of which the n a ja  hau been speak

in g  were now le u  p a st  him one by one. They had 

sp len d id  c a p a r is o n s  but 1 lounu they belonged  

to  the n a ja .  Talking of the r e l a t i v e  q u a l i t i e s  

of tne h o r s e s  of A fg h a n ista n  and those  of h i s  

own country  he m entioned th a t  on a journey he 

p r e fe r r e d  the former but fo r  a c t iv e  s e r v ic e  or 

in  the f i e l d  o i b a t t l e  the l a t t e r  were h i s  

f a v o u r i t e s  a f t e r  which X took my le a v e .  1 had 

no o th er  in te r v ie w  w ith  the Raja in  the hambagh 

u n t i l  the m is s io n  hau the audience Of leave*  

S ca rc e ly  a day however e la p se d  in  which X a id  

n ot see  and meet him during th a t  time* To
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amuse the m is s io n  ana perhaps g r a t i f y  a l a t e n t  

d e s ir e  he may have had to  d i s p la y  h i s  m i l i t a r y  

s tr e n g th  b efo re  the o f f i c e r s  o f  the B r i t i s h  

Government he had a s  X have b e fo re  s ta te d  

assem bled a la r g e  army a t  Umrutsar. Corps 

were paraded every  morning and I was in v i t e d  

to  j o i n  him and see them e x e r c is e *

4 7 .  A greeably to  the R a ja 's  w ish es  X proceeded  

on th e  morning of the 3rd to  a p la in  n ea r ly  

o p p o s ite  to the camp of the  m is s io n  where I 

found him sea ted  on a horse on the l e f t  f la n k  

of a r e g u la r  b a t t a l io n  of in fa n tr y  under the  

command of a n a t iv e  o f f i c e r .  The s t a t e  o f  

h i 8 h e a l t h  has not enab led  him fo r  some time 

to mount a horse and a dread o f  in c r e a s in g  

the d is o r d e r  from which he s u f f e r s  d e t e r s  him 

from tak in g  v i o l e n t  e x e r c i s e  y e t  such i s  the  

p le a su r e  he ta k e s  in  r id in g  th a t  even to  mount 

ana s i t  s t i l l  on a horse fo r  a few m inutes i s  

a g r a t i f i c a t i o n  to  him* Bvery time X saw him 

mounted he seldom moved from th e  spot on which  

he s to o d .  On my a r r iv a l  a t  the ground he de

s ir e d  Kaja Bhlan Singh to  take me a lon g  the  

l i n e  and show me the man* The Corps was ex 

trem ely w e l l  equipped and very  steady under 

arms* I t  c o n s is t e d  c h i e f l y  of  S ikhs but th ere



were two com panies o l  Pur b lah s (or  men Irom 

the k astw axa j In a l l  h i s  r e g u la r  b a t t a l i o n s ,  

the reason  o l in te r m ix in g  them w ith  the S ikhs  

was the h&ja to ld  me one aay to  co u n te r a c t  any 

m u t i n o u s  u i s p o s i t i o n  which the one or o ther  

xiiight e v in c e .  A lte r  1 had seen the men in  

l i n e  i  j o in e d  the h a ja  who c u r in g  my absence  

had dism ounted and taken a c h a ir .  He re q u este d  

me to s i t  by him and the b a t t a l io n  perlormed  

se v e r a l  manoeuvres e x e c u t in g  them in  a s t y l e  

ol p r o p r ie ty  th a t  surpassed  my e x p e c t a t io n s .

When i t  hau i i n i  shea i t s  e x e r c i s e  the Haja 

ordereu a la r g e  body o l  Ghoroherahs which had 

been s ta n d in g  in  rear  o l  the b a t t a l io n  to  

advance anu p a ss  in  Ir o n t  o l  him. Avery man 

a s  he p assed  the h a ja  sa lu te d  him w ith  the  

Sikh e x p r e s s io n  o l  MWah Guru H h alsa lsdh e  .batch."  

They were a l l  d r e s se d  in  y e l lo w  s i l k  and th ere  

m ight have been about 2ggu ol them. G enera lly  

they were w e ll  mounted and o ld  lo o k in g  men.

A&ny ol them had been in  the H a ja 's  l a t h e r ' s  

s e r v i c e .  Their arms were a sword, s h i e l d ,  and 

m atch lock . Some in s t e a d  o l the m atchlock had 

sp ea rs  and bows and arrow s. There are a l t o g e 

ther about 3 ,0 0 0  o l  them. Some were a t te n d in g  

the h e g a 's  e l d e s t  son hour hherek Singh who 

was a b sen t  e x a o t in g  a t r ib u t e  irom i howlpur.
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O thers were a t  t h e ir  homes. The Corps hah pe

c u l ia r  p r i v i l e g e s  of i t s  own. The men are not  

paid  in  money. Every man has a dagiJ|r vary ing  

irom 500 to  5 t cOQ ru p ees  a year  ana some le s s*

They are chosen  by the k&ha h a ja  h im s e lf  irom
JUJOU

, h i s  p erso n a l Ga»urd and acknowledge no c h i e f  but

him. A few of them were d ir e c t e d  to g iv e  a 

specimen o f  t h e i r  f i r i n g  a t  a marie and a Lotah  

was p laced  on the ground a t  a d is ta n c e  of about 

60 yard s from them which they d r i l l e d  through  

and through in  a very sh o rt  t im e . The Haja 

spoke of the Ghorcherahs in  h ig h  terms of  

p r a is e  a s  a body of men very much a t ta c h e d  

to  h i s  i n t e r e s t s .  He sa id  he had g r e a t  r e l i 

ance in  them and gave an anecdote  s tr o n g ly  

c o r r o b o r a t iv e  o f  the u e v o t io n  oi h i s  5urdars  

and Troop8 to  h i s  se r v ic e #  "At the s ie g e  of 

jaankera” (a  strong f o r t r e s s  in  the m iddle of  

a sandy d e s e r t  on the l e i t  bank of the  Indus  

above Multan) "no w a t e r h e  s a id ,  "could be 

found n earer  than 15 Koss of the p la ce #  The 

Surdars s e e in g  the d i f f i c u l t y  of my s i t u a t io n  

o f fe r e d  in  a body to  d ig  w e l l s  and prov id e  

th e m se lv e s  w ith  water i f  I would a d v a n c e .I  d id ." Im  

the cou rse  of a few hours many w e l l s  were dug 

p le n ty  o f  water procured ana the b a t t e r i e s  

b e ih o  e r e c te d  the f o r t  was q u ick ly  c a p tu r e d , n
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4 8 .  Luring the performance of the morning  

the h a ja  con versed  f r e e l y  on d i f f e r e n t  su b je c t*  

speaking o f  H o lk a r 's  f l i g h t  to  the Punjab. He 

sa id  "I w i l l  t e l l  you a good s t o r y .  Holkar 

p re ssed  by the B r i t i s h  s o l i c i t e d  my a s s i s t a n c e  

and made temporary o f f e r s  to  secure my coopera

t i o n .  U n cer ta in  a s  to  the part 1 should take  

1 re so r ted  to  a measure 1 have o f te n  adopted to  

d eterm in e my d e c i s io n  in  d o u b tfu l c a s e s ,  1 

took two s l i p s  o f  paper and w r it in g  on one the  

p r o p o s i t io n  of Holkar and on the o ther  whether  

I should p reserv e  peace w ith  the B r i t i s h ,  I put 

them i n t o  the l e a v e s  of the Granth ( the sacred  

book of the S ikhs) ana d e s ir e d  a boy of in n o cen t  

y e a r s  to  bring  one of the papers to  me. He 

brought th a t  on which the l a s t  was w r it t e n  and 

I a c ted  a c c o r d in g ly .  Vexed a t  my r e f u s a l  to  

a s s i s t  him Holkar began to  reproach  the Sikhs  

a s  a w o r th le s s  and s p i r i t l e s s  s e t  of peop le  

say in g  I have heard a g r e a t  dea l of your e n te r 

p r i s e  but f in d  on coming among you you have n one .  

I f  you won’ t  j o i n  me a g a in s t  the  B r i t i s h  1 s h a l l  

go to  the Afghans and seek the a id  o f  f o r e ig n e r s  

to  which I sa id ;  You t a lk  ta u n t in g ly  o f  the  

Sikhs y e t  here you are w ith  an army of 1 0 0 ,000  

men f l y i n g  b e fo re  the troop s  o f  Lord Lake 

which hard ly  exceed  5 ,0 0 0 .  He coulu make no



r e p l y .  A peace was s h o r t ly  a f t e r  c o n d u c e d  

between him and the B r i t i s h  and the two arm ies  

r e tu r n e e  to  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  c o u n t r ie s .  B efore  

they q u i t t e d  the p4n Jftb Surd&r **ith Bingh 

Bherowah, Jw ala Bingh* s f a th e r  who had been  

a t te n d in g  Lord Lake during the n e g o t ia t io n s  

went to  take le a v e  of him when S ir  J, Malcolm 

( th e  P o l i t i c a l  Agent w ith  the army) sa id  to  

the Surdar go back my fr ie n d  and t e l l  your 

^master to  c o n g r a tu la te  h im s e lf  on g e t t in g  r id  

of two tr o u b le  some v is i to r s .* *  The Kaja laughed  

h e a r t i l y  a t  S ir  John’ s remark r e la t e d  the &nec«- 

d ate  in  a ton e  oi fra n k n ess  th a t  was q u ite  

amusing. The e x e r c i s e s  were over about 9 o c lo ck  

fmd 1 r e t i r e d ,  in  the even ing  the dancing  

g i r l s  whom I had seen y e s te r d a y  a t  Court were 

sent by the h a ja  to  the B r i t i s h  Camp. They 

were d r e s se d  and equipped p r e c i s e ly  a s  they  

had been before^. 1 gave them a p r e s e n t  o f  101 

hupees and they vent away.

4 9 .  The maha Kaja had ex p ressed  a w ish  to  

see the troop  of c a v a lr y  and company o f  in fa n tr y  

forming th e  e s c o r t  of the  m is s io n  e x e r c is e *

They were a c c o r d in g ly  paraded on the morning  

of the 3rd on the spot where the B a ja 1s own 

tro o p s  had been re v ie w e d . As the  Baja approached



the ground I met and conducted him to  the fr o n t  

o l  the tro o p s  where he took h i s  s e a t  ana c h a ir s  

were prov idea  io r  a l l  the p a r ty .  1 observed a 

European stand in g  near the Haja who appeared to  

be M. Oms & Spaniard who had l a t e l y  en tered  h i s  

s e r v i c e .  A l t e r  a time the Kaja d ir e c t in g  my 

a t t e n t io n  to  * .  urns sa id  "he has l a t e l y  a rr iv ed  

here and seems w e ll  s k i l l e d  in  m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s .  

The other f r e n c h  O f f i c e r s  w i l l  not a s s o c ia t e  

w ith  him. There i s  some d i l l e r e n c e  between  

them and they  d isp u te  each  o t h e r ' s  m e r i t s ,"  

Looking a t  the c a v a lry  which was now perform

in g  some manoeuvres he enquired  how many r e 

gu lar  re g im en ts  o l  ca v a lry  there  m ight be in  

the Company's t e r r i t o r i e s  whether they had ever  

been c o l l e c t e d  in  one p la ce  and 11 they  had 

ever  io u g h t  a g a in s t  the ^ a r h a t ta s .  In  the  

course o l c o n v e r sa t io n  he askeu about the r e 

l a t i v e  q u a l i t i e s  o l  the fr e n c h  and B r i t i s h  

tro o p s  auaing th a t  he h&a heard there  was now 

a f irm  peace between the two n a t io n s  and 

th a t  the B r i t i s h  had p laced  the p resen t  King 

o l  ir a n c e  on h i s  th ro n e . H is French o l l i c e r s  

had, he s a i d ,  o f te n  spoken to him o l  the lame 

and g r e a tn e s s  of the l a t e  King (meaning Hapoleon) 

he seem ed to  have acquired  a t o le r a b ly  good 

ia e a  of the m i l i t a r y  renown of th a t  eminent man, 

the v i c i s s i t u d e s  Of h i s  l i l e  ana the c a u se s  o l
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h i s  d e c l in e  and ru in  p o in t s  on which h i s  f r e n c h  

o f f i c e r s  had no aoubt g iv e n  him f u l l  in fo r m a t io n .  

The resem blance between the c a r e e r s  o f  k&poleon 

ana the Haja bo fa r  a s  re g a rd s  t h e ir  suduen r i s e  

to  power ana d i s t i n c t i o n  has been o f t e n  n o t ic e d  

to  the k&ha B aja  and he i s  g r a t i f i e d  by the  

com parison . He sen t fo r  a t e le s c o p e  to  v iew  

the movements of the tr o o p s  and a f t e r  u s in g  i t  

sa id  "Of a l l  the means of i n t e l l i g e n c e  (Herkar&hs) 

a t e le s c o p e  i s  the most f a i t h f u l  ana c o r r e c t ."

5 0 ,  Some a l l u s i o n  b ein g  made to  the a c t io n s  

in  which th e  B a ja 's  tro o p s  had l a t e l y  been en

gaged in  the  Attok he e x p a t ia te d  on the e x c e l 

le n c e  of the S ikhs a s  s o l d i e r s  ob serv in g  that  

they  were in u r ed  to  arms from in fa n c y  and th a t  

when a Sikh was born he was i n i t i a t e d  in to  the  

f a i t h  by pouring  some water sw eetened w ith  

sugar i n t o  h i s  mouth from the p o in t  of & dagger  

a g r e e a b ly  to  th e  i n j u n c t io n s  o f  t h e i r  Guru.

"A c h i ld  of 5 years"  he sa id  "can r id e  and use  

h i s  bow and arrow." At the c o n c lu s io n  of the  

e x e r c i s e  when the troop  was enlarging he ex

p ressed  h i s  ap p robation  o f  the r a p id i t y  o f  the 

movement and remarked th a t  the charge of 1 ,0 0 0  

men must have a f i n s  e f f e c t .



5 1 . A fte r  the troop  had r e t i r e d  the company of  

in fa n tr y  advanced and performed such manoeuvres 

a s  were p r a c t ic a b le  fo r  a sm all body of men.

While Jfhe company was f i r i n g  the Haja began 

t a lk in g  about Uun powder# produced some o f  h i s  

own, and asked what 1 thought of i t .  He p ra ise d  

th a t  which was manufactured by the Company, s a id ,  

th a t  a l l  he cou la  do h i s  p eop le  could  not a t t a i n  

the same p e r f e c t i o n .  He m entioned th a t  a l l  h i s  

powder was maae at Lahore by c o n tr a c t  and th a t  

he paid  10 ru p ees  per maund io r  i t .  The s p e c i 

men he showed was oi a course g r a in  but su p er io r  

to  the common powder maae in  H indostan . 1 pre

sen ted  him w ith  some c a r tr id g e s  o f  the Company’ s .  

Both he and h i s  Surdars were struck  w ith  i t s  

s u p e r io r i t y  and he sa id  lie would try the r e l a t i v e  

s tr e n g th  oi each  w ith  a p i s t o l .  The e x e r c i s e  

having ceased  a party o f  N ative  o f i i c e r s  came 

in  f r o n t  to  whom the Haja c a l le u  my a t t e n t io n  

as the Commandants of h i s  r e g u la r  b a t t a l i o n s .

He p o in teu  to  Lhakal Singh a man who had been  

a Xteick in  the 23rd now 45 Hegiment Native In -  

ia n tr y  the o ld e s t  H ative o f f i c e r  in  the H aja1a 

s e r v ic e  and who f i r s t  in trod u ced  the B r i t i s h  

system . He commands two b a t t a l i o n s  one of  

which i s  unaer h i s  son . h ex t came k ianh  Singh  

commanding a b a t t a l io n ;  then B e rr ia r  Singh a
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a la r g e  co r p u le n t  man ( in c a p a b le  of a c t iv e  duty)  

whose corps has l a t e l y  been put under the orders  

of A. A o ev iu s .  These were some of the o f f i c e r s  

commanding the B a t t a l io n s  com p rising  what i s  

c& llea  the "Gamp* l a t e l y  c o n s i s t in g  of 16 b a t 

t a l i o n s  but now reduced to  about 10 by s e v e r a l  

having  been t r a n s fe r r e d  to  the four Buropean 

o f f i c e r s  whom the Haja has ad m itted  in t o  h i s  

s e r v ic e  w ith in  the  l a s t  s i x  m onths.

5 2 .  Another p arty  of n a t iv e  o f f i c e r s  now ad

vanced b e lo n g in g  to  th e  tr o o p s  commanded by 

A e s s r s .  A lla r d  and Ventura which c o n s i s t  of  

th ree  reg im en ts  of  ca v a lry  unaer the command 

of A lla rd  ana 5 b a t t a l i o n s  of in fa n tr y  un

aer  -uu. V entura. To each  reg im ent of ca v a lry  

i s  a n a t iv e  Commandant a second in  command 

and an A djutant b e s id e s  the u sual number of  

o f f i c e r s  to  t r o o p s .  In V entura’ s l e g io n  

th ere  i s  a n a t iv e  commandant ana Adjutant to  

each  b a t t a l io n  and a n a t iv e  B r ig a d ie r  and Adjut

ant General to  the w hole . The B r ig a d ier  was 

d r e s s e a  e x a c t l y  l i k e .  H is name i s  Shaikh Bas

soon a smart a c t iv e  man about 45 y e a r s  of a g e .

He had come from the Company* s s e r v ic e  and had 

been  w ith  the e x p e d it io n  to  B gyp t, the ^ed&l 

l o r  which he wore. The Baja had ordered the



Commanuaii ts  who w ere  p r e s e i i t  t o  a t t e n d  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e  01 o b s e r v i n g  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  E s c o r t  

and I  h e a r d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  t h a t  on r e t u r n i n g  t o  

t h e  R am bagh ,  he summoned th em  t o  M s  presex iCe 

an d  a s k i n g  e a c h  h i s  o p i n i o n *  A c o n s u l t a t i o n  

was h e l d  on t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e  m e r i t s  o f  t h e  

B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  and h i s  own. The C om m andan ts  

and some n a t i v e  o i i i c e r s  who w e re  w i t h  them  

b e i n g  d i s m i s s e d ,  t h e  H a j a  s a i d  t h o s e  who w ere  

S i k h s  w ere  t h e  s o n s  o f  S u r a a r s  and  t h a t  i t  

was h i s  p r a c t i c e  when a  S u r d a r  h ad  m ore  t h a n  

two s o n s  t o  t a k e  one o f  th em  when y o u n g  a n d  

e d u c a t e  M m  f o r  h i s  m i l i t a r y  3 e r v i o e ,  m a k i n g  

h im  a Jexaadar  when f i t  t o  j o i n  a  c o r p s .  He 

t a l k e d  m uch  o f  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  M s  R e g u l a r  Army 

b u t  seemed t o  be  f u l l y  s e n s i b l e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  

a d v a n t a g e  o f  R e g u l a r  t r o o p s .

5 3 .  I  e x p r e s s e d  a  w i s h  t o  t h e  M&ha R a j a  t o  

s e e  H e r io a n d e l ,  t h e  f a m o u s  t e m p l e  o f  t h e  S i k h s  

i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  U m r u t s a r  t o  w h i c h  he  r e a d i l y  

a s s e n t e d  and  on t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  t h e  4 t h  s e n t  

R a j a  DM  a n  S i n g h ,  S u r d a r  H e r a  S i n g h  and  H e r d n s  

S i n g h  t o  show me t h e  p l a c e ,  I  was p r e v i o u s l y  

i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  c e r e m o n i e s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  ob

s e r v e d  by  S i r  C h a r l e s  M e t c a l f e  and t h e  p r e s e n t s  

he  made when he  v i s i t e u  t h e  same t e m p l e  i n  M s



m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  P a n j a b  i n  1^09  an d  I  c o n s i d e r e d  

i t  p r o p e r  t o  c o n f o r m  s t r i c t l y  t o  th e m .  A f t e r  

e n t e r i n g  t h e  c i t y  and p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  some v e r y  

n a r r o w  t o r t u o u s  l a n e s  I  came t o  t h e  s p o t  w h e re  

t h e  t e m p l e  i s  s i t u a t e d .  I t  i s  m a r k e d  by two 

l a r g e  m i n a r e t s  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  h e i g h t  a n d  

v i s i b l e  a t  a  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e .  I r o m  w h a t e v e r  

d i r e c t i o n  t h e  t r a v e l l e r  may b e  c o m in g  t h e  m i n 

a r e t s  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  s i t e  o f  a  l a r g e  c i t y )  

a r e  d i s c e r n a b l e  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  w a l l s  and  h o u s e s  

o f  U r a r u t s a r  r i s e  t o  h i s  v i e w ,

5 4 ,  On a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  p l a c e  w here  t h e  t e m p l e  

i s  t o  be s e e n  I  d i s m o u n t e d  f r o m  my e l e p h a n t  

an d  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  my c o n 

d u c t o r s  who m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  i t  was c u s t o r n e r y  

l o r  e v e r y  one t o  l e a v e  h i s  ©hoes w h e re  I then  

s t o o d  I l e f t  m in e  a n d  d e s c e n d i n g  a f l i g h t  of  

s t e p s  e n t e r e d  a n  a r e a .  I t  i s  a  s q u a r e  o i  c o n 

s i d e r a b l e  s i z e  f o r m e d  by l a r g e  h andsom e  e d i f i c e s  

on e a c h  s i d e  c a l l e d  B u n g a h s  w h i c h  b e l o n g  to  

d i f f e n e n t  S i k h  C h i e f s  a n d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  Burdars 

of t h e  C o u r t ,  " U m r u t s a r "  or t h e  W a te r  of Immor- 

t a l i t y , f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  town t a k e ©  i t s  name 

i s  a  l a r g e  t a n k  b u i l t  o f  B u r r a h  b r i c k s  i n  t h e  

m i d d l e  o f  t h e  a r e a .  E a c h  f a c e  o f  t h e  t a n k  i s  

a b o u t  125 p a c e s  i n  l e n g t h  and b e t w e e n  t h e  f r o n t
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oi the e a i i i c e s  ana the eage oi the tank i s  & 

broau te r r a c e  a l l  round, irom which sp a c io u s  

i l i g h t s  o i s t e p s  a i l  ora a commodi ous a e s c e n t  

to  the w a ter . There are some sm all tem ples  

on the s t e p s  near the water ana on two s i d e s ,  

p a r t i c u la r  p la c e s  e n c lo se d  by h ig h  sc r e e n s  

are a p p ro p r ia ted  io r  the b a th in g  o l  the women.

In  the c e n tr e  o l  the tank i s  the Hermandel 

the l i t e r a r y  meaning o l  which i s  the temple 

o l  the A lm ighty . I t  i s  an o ctagon o l b u i ld in g  

w ith  a sp le n u id  g i ld e d  dome. At the time o l  

my v i s i t  the w a l l s  were covered  w ith  la d d e rs  

and s c a l l o l d i n g  which d im ini shea the l i n e  e l*  

i e c t  the temple o th erw ise  would have had. There 

i s  a b rid ge or capseway b u i l t  on small a rch es  

le a d in g  t o  i t  which lorm s the only moue o l  in*  

g r e s s  or e g r e s s .

5 5 .  The l i r s t  p la ce  X v i s i t e d  was the Akal 

Bungah or the tem ple o l  the A k a l i s ,  where 1 

p r e sen te d  a s  S ir  C harles ^ e t c a l l s  had, X heard  

done b e lo r e  the sum o l  2 5 0  ru p ees  in  r e tu rn  lo r  

which I was in v e s t e d  w ith  a p a ir  o i shaw ls by 

the  o i l i c i a t i n g  p r i e s t s .  The Akal Bungah i s  

the  sp o t Guru Govind S ingh used to  occupy in  

h i s  v i s i t s  to  the  sacreu tank which a t  th a t  

time was a d i r t y  pool oi  w a ter . A lte r  h i s
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d e a th  and whan the S ikhs haa succeeded in  g iv 

in g  t h e ir  r e l i g i o n  a i ir m  fo u n d a tio n  the Akahls  

a r e l i g i o u s  s e c t  i n s t i t u t e s  by th a t  p r i e s t  

e r e c te d  the p r ese n t  e u i i i c e .  is very  Sikh who 

comes to  bathe in  the tank must in  the l i x s t  

in s ta n c e  p r e s e n t  an o f f e r in g  and pay h i s  devo

t io n s  a t  th a t  shrine*  i t  i s  here a l s o  th a t  

every  Sikh i s  i n i t i a t e d  in t o  the m y s te r ie s  oi 

M s  i a i t h .  Qn the second f l o o r  o i  the Bungah 

are d e p o s i t e d  the arms worn by Guru Govind S ingh  

When a s ir d a r  su cceed s  to  h i s  e s t a t e  i t  i s  

customary io r  Mm to  come to  be confirm ed in  

M s  s u c c e s s io n  a t  the  Akal Bungah. I t  i s  a 

p la c e  a l s o  t o  which the S ikhs r e s o r t  to  do 

penanoe and to  o b ta in  an a b s o lu t io n  oi s i n s .

The h a ja  one day sa id  th a t  when he thought he 

had been g u i l t y  o l  any enorm ity i t  was a r u le  

o l M s  to  go ana p r o s tr a te  M m s e l l  a t  th a t  

a l t a r  io r  a s im i la r  purpose .

u
5 6 .  krom the Axa>\ Bungah I was conducted to  

the Hermandel in  wMch the "Granth" i s  lo u g e d .

1 made a d o n a tio n  o i 525 ru p ees  on which the  

c M e i  p r i e s t  o i  the temple who was a c t in g  under 

a canopy by the sacred  book ordered one oi M s  

a t te n d a n ts  to  i n v e s t  me w ith  a p a ir  o l  sh a w ls .  

A lt e r  he had gone through th a t  ceremony he made



the fo l lo w in g  sp eech  which he appeared to  

aa a r e a s  to  the Graftth v i z  "There i s  a peace  

and unanim ity between the k h a ls a je e  and the  

B r i t i s h  Government, Captain Wade has a r r iv e d  

irom  the Governor General to  s tre n g th en  the  

bonds o l  am ity , may the union o l  the two 

S t a t e s  be p e r p e t u a l .*

57* Irom the  Kermandel 1 went to  the  Chanda 

Bunga where the standard o l  the Herm&ndel i s  

k e p t .  1 th ere  p r esen ted  51 ru p ees  and r e c e iv e d  

some b a s k e ts  o l  su gar . I t  i s  usual lo r  every  

one coming here to  v i s i t  the th ree  p la c e s  to  

which i  was ta k e n . On le a v in g  the Chanda 

Bunge 1 was le d  to  the Bunga o i  kaha Singh  

the B a j a ' s  l a t h e r  on my way to  whioh 1 hearu 

a man say w ith  a loud v o ic e s  "I am se n t  by a

Cow to  c a l l  your a t t e n t io n  to  the s in  o l
S

s la u g h te r in g  th a t  a n im a l, •  Surdar Belfa Singh  

sa id  "Bo n o t  mind what th a t  man i s  sa y in g  he 

i s  »adj(." 1 v i s i t e d  the h a j a ' s  Bung a and

thence re tu rn ed  to  my t e n t s .

6 d . The speech  made in  the Hermandel and 

the p r e s e n ta t io n  o l  the shaw ls had been ar

ranged the n ig h t  be lo r e  by the kaha h a ja  who 

had a l s o  taken the p re c a u t io n  o i  summoning 

a l l  the A k a l is  to  h i s  p resen ce  in  the morning



in  order to  p revent t h e i r  o l i e r i n g  any ru d en ess  

during my v i s i t  to  the tem p le . When 1 a r r iv e d  

in  Camp 1 iound the h a ja  had se n t  a p a ir  o l  

shaw ls and a Reward lo r  the o l l i c e r  commanding 

th e  E sc o r t  and a p a ir  o i shawls each  i o r  the  

two o i l i c e r s  a tta ch e d  to  i t  b e s id e s  1100 ru p ees  

to  be d i s t r ib u t e d  among the n a t iv e  o i l i c e r s  and 

men in  token o l  h i s  approbation  o l  th e ir  per-  

iorm ances y e s te r d a y .

5 * .  I a tten d ed  the Raja on the morning o l  

the 5 th  o l  June to  the u sua l ground to  the  

re v ie w  oi a corps commanded by Dhokal S ingh .  

There were two b a t t a l i o n s .  The co n v e r sa t io n  

to -d a y  turned to  Shah Roman's l a s t  v i s i t  to  

Lahore. The Raja sa id  he used  to  le a v e  Umruts&r 

(where the S ikh s g e n e r a l ly  assem bled t h e i r  

l o r c e s )  w ith  a lew  Si wars and commit n ig h t ly  

a t t a c k s  on the S hah 's army to  d i s t r e s s  and 

• make him re tu rn  a c r o s s  the In d u s . He a l s o  

gave an account o l  the mode in  which he ga in ed  

p o s s e s s io n  oi Lahore, broke the co n led era cy  

oi the S ikh c h i e i s  who then r u le d  the country  

and became m aster ol Umrutsar. I t  was n o t  

u n t i l  a l t e r  the 1 l i g h t  oi Holkar to  the Punjab 

th a t  he th ou gh t, the Raja m entioned , o l iorm ing  

a r e g u la r  army. A dverting  to S ir  C harles
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a e t e u l l e ' s  m is s io n  he sa id  th a t  S ir  C h a r les  

hah to lu  i i ia  on ta k in g  le a v e  th a t  in  twenty  

y e a r s  he would reap the I r u i t s  o l  h i s  a l l i a n c e  

w ith  the B r i t i s h  "and," auued the h a ja  " h is  

worus have been v e r i i i e d . "  he spoke a l s o  o l  

the honourable a .  h lp n in s to n e ,  r e g r e t t e u  he 

hua n o t  seen  him when he passeu  through the  

kunjab on h i s  re tu rn  Irom the .embassy to  the  

&ing o i  ca u b u l.  The h a ja  was then a t  i?ort 

hangra e x p e l l i n g  the Gurkha power irom the  

n o rth  bank o l  the S e t l e j . He showed ae  a  

very handsome p a ir  oi p i s t o l s  p resen teu  to  

him by H lp h in ston e  which he va lueu  very  

h ig h ly  •

60* A lt e r  hhok&l Singh' » co rp s  had been in*  

sp e c te a  a company irom the camp the "camp" and 

one irom m« V en tu ra 's  l e g io n  came lorward and 

went p r e c i s e l y  through the same manoeuvres 

th a t  the company o l  the in ia n tr y  a t ta c h e a  to  

the e s c o r t  had been periorm ing two c a y s  b e io r e .

61• On the 6 th  1 a id  n o t see  the *aj&. He 

se n t  a m essage to  say th a t  i t  was a i e s t i v a l  

ana th a t  he in te n a e a  g o in g  to  the Hermanns1 .

6 2 . According to  custom 1 was i n v i t e e  by the  

Maha itaja  on the morning oi the 7 th  to  a rev iew
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o i two b a t t a l io n s  commanded by b e la h  Anent Ham. 

They d id  n ot a c q u it  tn e m se lv es  so w e ll  a s  the  

other  b a t t a l io n s  1 hau seen  ana the h a ja  observed 

th a t  the Commandant was n ot a s o ld ie r  by p r o ie s -  

s io n  but he haa been in au ceu  to  employ him i n  

th a t  s i t u a t i o n  a s  he had been many y e a r s  in  the  

B r i t i s h  s e r v ic e  and was w e l l  v er sed  in  i t s  r u l e s  

ana r e g u l a t i o n s .

6 3 . The Haja spoke ol the two French o i l i c e r s

who had l a t e l y  a r r iv e d  a t  h i s  C ourt. He sa id
KA^VU

they had come irom P e r s ia  by uanahar anu xs& sf t , 

th a t  t h e i r  names were rnessrs Court ana A v itn b la ,  

th a t  a .  0ms hau known them in  the s e r v ic e  o l  

the k in g  o l  Jeer s i  a ,  but th a t  s in c e  t h e ir  a r r iv a l  

they hau d isc la im e d  a l l  knowledge o i  him. The 

Honorable C aptain  kepple in  the account o l  h i s  

t r a v e l s  through  P e r s ia  to  Europe m entions hav

in g  r e s iu e d  some days w ith  * •  Court a t  Airmansha 

a t  which time k .  Oms was th e r e .  He r e l a t e s  an 

occurrence a l l s e t i n g  k .  Urns which a cc o u n ts  i n  

some measure lo r  the u i s i n c l i n a t i o n  o i  the ire n c h  

o i l i c e r s  to  a s s o c i a t e  w ith  him.

6 4 .  To day the Haja a l s o  a l lu u e a  to  the a t ta c k  

made by a body o i A k a l is  on 3 ir  C harles  a e t c a l l e  

when he was a t  h i s  Court in  1609 . He abuseu the  

A k a l is  a s  a w o r th le s s  anu tu rb u len t  s e t  o l



p eop le  ana spoke in  h ig h  terms oi ad m iration  o f  

the manner i n  which the  a t ta c k  was r e p e l l e d  by 

the two Companies o i  in fa n t r y  composing S ir  

C h a r le s '  E s c o r t .

6 5 . cashm ir became the s u b je c t  o f  co n v e r sa t io n .  

The h a ja  s a id  he r e c e iv e d  a la r g e  p art o i  h i s  

re v en u e s  from th a t  p ro v in ce  in  shaw ls the d i s 

p o sa l o f  which he found very d i f f i c u l t  to  ob

v ia t e  which h .  Ventura h&a recommended him to  

m onopolise  the  s a le  o f  th a t  commodity but on 

c o n s u l t in g  Surdar Lesah Singh who has charge

of the c i t y  o f  Umrute&r through which the trade  

Of cashm ir i s  c a r r ie d  th a t  Surdar had d issu a d ed  

him irom th e  measure a s  being  pregnant w ith  

l o s s e s  and d i s t r e s s  to  the m erchants and he had 

been induced to  abandon the p r o p o s i t io n .

6 6 .  The h a ja  during the morning ordered  some 

of h i s  Suraars to  e x h i b i t  t h e ir  moue of f i r i n g  

on h o rseb a ck . Some of them mounted t h e i r  h o r se s  

anu a Lotah b ein g  p laced  on the p la in  they rode  

s e p a r a te ly  p a s t  i t  a t  f u l l  speed f i r i n g  t h e ir  

m atch lock s a t  the Lotah a s  they approached.

There was n o th in g  however in d i c a t in g  e x p e r tn e s s  

in  the e x e r c i s e  a s  the mark was o i t e n  m issed  

than h i t .  1 took  my le a v e  ana retu rn ed  to  camp.



6 7 .  In the cou rse  oi the day the h a ja  r e 

quested  to  se e  i>r. Gerard. he a t te n d e e  a t  the  

p a la c e  and a l t e r  c o n s u l t in g  him about t i ls  h e a l t h  

the Haja gave him h is  d i s m is s a l  p r e s e n t in g  him 

w ith  a p a ir  o l  shaw ls l o r  h im s e l l  anu 100 ru p ees  

i o r  the n a t iv e  u octor  who accompanied him.

E
6 6 . 1 w^nt on the morning oi the h th  to  the i n 

s p e c t io n  o l  some ca v a lry  and h orse  a r t i l l e r y *  They 

passeu  in  review * i i r a t  came a co rp s  o i  ca v a lry  

perhaps 700 commanded by * r .  Gordon an ln u o -b r i to n  

in  the i*aha H aja#s s e r v ic e ;  then  another c a l l e d  

kanu :>ingh* s regim ent c o n s i s t in g  o i  400 men* hr* 

Ooruon* s i s  a l i n e  lo o k in g  c o r p s .  The men are  

w e ll  mounted and u n iio rm ly  ureBsed and equipped  

in  the S ikh s t y l e .  They are a l l  o ik h s ,  l i n e  

lo o k in g  young men* the sons o l tne Ouraare and 

Gentry o l  the co u n try , hach man r e c e i v e s  one 

rupee per day anu p ro v iu ee  h i s  own horse and arms* 

kanu Jingh* s co rp s  i s  only  now being r a ise d *  I t  

i s  in ten d ed  th a t  men s h a l l  be d ressed  in  the  

European manner but a t  p resen t  th ere  i s  n o t  much 

u n iio r m ity  in  t h e ir  d r e s s  or equipment*

69 * A lte r  the ca v a lry  had passed  came the horse

a r t i l l e r y *  I t  c o n s is t e d  o l  35 p i e c e s  oi v a r io u s
+

c a l ib r e  lormeu in t o  b r ig a d e s  o l  4 and 6 guns*

Some were very sm all probably n o t more than



2 pounuerB. The la r g e s t  might have been 9 or 10, 

the g e n e r a l i t y  4 or 6 pounders, The la r g e s t  

guns were urawn by s i x  h o r s e s ,  the small ones 

by lo u r .  The men, h o r s e s ,  and c a r r ia g e s  were 

g e n e r a l ly  goou, the h a rn ess  anu equipm ents in -  

a i i i e r e n t ,  1 was a l to g e tn e r  u ia a p p o in teu  in  

tne s t a te  oi the ca v a lry  anu h orse a r t i l l e r y .

The n a ja  d o es  not seem to have paid the same 

a t t e n t io n  to  t h e ir  o r g a n is a t io n  a s  to  th a t  oi 

h i s  i n i  an t r y ,

7 0 .  As the time f ix e d  xor the con tinu an ce o i  

the m is s io n  a t  M s  court was drawing n igri\ and 

I had re q u e s te d  the h a ja  lo r  a day io r  i t s  d e

parture he p r iv a t e ly  communicatee to  me touay  

h i s  in t e n t io n  o l  g iv in g  the audience oi le a v e  

on the 14 th  i n s t a n t .  He ex p ressed  h i s  r e g r e t  

th a t  X cou ld  n o t  stay  lon ger  than I proposed  

doing  as  he wisheu to  show me Lahore but hoped 

X woulu coxae anu pay him a v i s i t  in  the co ld  

s e a s o n •

a
7 1 . A corps oi in fa n tr y  coimianueu by dol&)| dingh  

b ein g  paraded on the morning o i the 9 th  X jo in e d  

a t  the usual time ana p la ce  and saw i t  go through  

i t s  e x e r c i s e .  X observed today th a t  a l l  h i s  

b a t t a l io n s  were iormeu in  th r ee  ranks anu learned  

th at i t  was the moue pursued in  m . Ventura’ s



l e g io n  to  which the Haja hau l a t e l y  orderea  

a l l  the in fa n tr y  to  conform. I may here r e 

mark th a t  the whole of  the in fa n tr y  i s  d r e s se d ,  

armed, and equipped in  the European s t y l e  w ith  

the e x c e p t io n  of the turban . The S ikhs wear 

th a t  which i s  p e c u l ia r  to  them, the Purbiaha  

the cap in  use in  the Company*s army. A l l  the  

m uskets ana accoutrem ents are made a t  Lahore 

and are good of t h e ir  k in d . The Haja m entioned  

to  day th a t  the pay of h i s  r e g u la r  tro o p s  

amounted to  50 Lakhs a year in  which the Jagur-  

d ars are n ot in c lu a e d .  Speaking of h i s  rev en u es  

he sa id  th a t  the a i s t r i c t s  on the banks of the  

Indus s c a r c e ly  y ie ld e d  a n y th in g , that Cashmir 

was the most p ro d u ctiv e  ol a l l  h i s  p r o v in c e s  

and gave a n e t  s u r p lu s  of 25 Lakhs a y e a r .  He 

has no i n d i r e c t  in te r c o u r s e  w ith  the Chinese  

but th ere  e x i s t s  an in terch a n g e  of p r e s e n ts  

between the  Governor of Cashmir ana the border

in g  s t a t e s  o f  T h ib e t ,  He asked what were the  

r e l a t i o n s  o f  the b r i t i s h  Government w ith  China 

ana i f  the Chinese were a w arlik e  r a o e , About 

40 or 50 h o r se s  of the Ghorcherahs were now 

brought b e fo re  the Haja a s  u n f i t  fo r  s e r v i c e ,
*

He examined them p e r s o n a l ly  one by one con d em n s  

and r e t a in in g  them accord in g  to  h i s  judgem ent, 

a f t e r  which I r e t i r e d .



7 2 , There was haruly a clay th a t  o f  some of the  

Maha Haja* e troop s were not e x h ib i t e d  b efore  the  

o f i i c e r s  of th e  m is s io n .  On the morning of the  

10th  the two b a t t a l i o n s  commandeu by M, Oms

were paradeu ana went through se v e r a l  e v o lu t io n s *  

The Haja sa id  th a t  Oms was in d e f a t ig a b le  in  

d r i l l i n g  h i s  corps to  which 1 cou ld  m yself  bear  

test im on y  having observed them every day hara at  

u r i l l  both  morning ana even in g  t i l l  a very la t e  

hour. The e x e r c i s e  was ap paren tly  severe  ana 

1 could  not h e lp  remarking the c h e e r fu l  a l a c r i t y  

w ith  which the 3 ikhs seemeu to  enuure the fatligue

7 3 , The pay of h i s  in fa n tr y  Sep&heea the  Haja 

sa id  was 6 ru p ees  a month from which two were 

deducted  fo r  r a t io n s  su p p lied  to  the men by the  

S t a t e .  The bikhe each  e a t  proiui scuou sly  and have 

few or no p r e j u d ic e s .  To each  Company are a t 

tached two "Langriahs" or cooks w ith  a s e t  of  

cook ing  u n t e n s i l s  ana cam els io r  t h e ir  convey

ance . The men are d iv id e d  i n t o  m e sse s .  They 

have two mealB a day and the Haja s a g a c io u s ly  

observed  one day th a t  h i s  Sepahees had n o th in g

to  th ink  ol but th e ir  p u b lic  d u ty .

74 , When the b a t t a l io n s  had marched away the 

Haja sa id  rtk ,  Oms i s  w e ll  versed  in  the d r i l l  o f



a corp s  but he knows n oth in g  e l s e ,  iuessrs  

A lla rd  and Ventura on the con trary  are i n t e l l i 

gen t  and con versan t w ith  a l l  s u b j e c t s ,  e s p e c i 

a l l y  the a r t  o i d ip lom acy. X have e n tr u s te d  

them s e v e r a l  t im es  w ith  the management of my 

a f f a i r s  on the Attok ana they  have always  

proved th e m se lv es  very a b le  ana ex p er t  in  con

c i l i a t i n g  the good w i l l  and secu rin g  the obe

d ien ce  of  th o se  w ith  whom they hau to t r e a t . * 

k e s s r s .  A lla r a  ana Ventura are h e ld  in  g rea t  

r e s p e c t  by a l l  the o i l i c e r s  of the K aja’ s 

court and p o s s e s s  h i s  c o n f lu e n c e .  The Sura&rs 

are d i s s a t i s f i e d  a t  the number oi Europeans  

the i^aha Haja i s  ad m itt in g  in t o  h i s  s e r v i c e .  

They have I am informeu been heard to  say th a t  

they  would r a th er  see more b a t t a l io n s  audeu 

to  the la r g e  fo rc e  unuer the command of k e s s r s .  

A lla ru  and Ventura than an a d d it io n a l  number 

o f  Europeans, 1 su sp ect  i t  i s  u l t im a t e ly  the 

K a ja 's  o b je c t  to  have a l l  h i s  corps of r e g u la r  

in fa n t r y  coiamanaea by European o f f i c e r s .

7 5 .  Among o th er  s u b je c t s  the i \a ja  spoke to  

day o f  the e x p e d i t io n s  to  cashmir and k u l ta n  

and re la ted  a circum stance i l l u s t r a t i v e  of the 

d i f f e r e n c e  between the Sikhs anu the lu r b ia h s .  

In  h i s  second campaign to  cashmir a f t e r  en ter  -



»  u  b

in g  the K i l l s  the enemy threw so many o b s ta c le s  

in  h i s  way and the roads were so d i f f i c u l t  th a t  

i t  was n ot p o s s ib le  he sa id  to  advance u n le s s  

the men c a r r ie d  4 or 5 days s u p p l ie s  on t h e ir  

own b ack s. He e x p la in ed  to  the S ipah ees the  

dilemma he Wc s in  andthat i t  would be n ec e ssa r y  

to carry  th e ir  p r o v is io n s  fo r  a few d ays . The 

Sikhs w ith  one accora com plied w ith  h i s  w ish es  

but the Purbiahs re fu se d  say ing  they did n ot  

e n te r  h i s  s e r v ic e  to  be the " carr iage  o f  the  

G om m iasariat." In the end the S ikhs fared  w e ll  

ana the Purbiahs were o b l ig e d  to  f a s t .  B efore  

I l e f t  the Raja to  day he ta lk e d  about the Bur

mese war and enquireu  what money and what t e r r i 

tory  had been gained  by i t  by the B r i t i s h  Govern

ment «

7 6 , On the morning of the 11th  the ground where 

the tro o p s  had been in  the h a b it  of a ssem b lin g  

was occupied  as  usual by some new co rp s . They 

were the b a t t a l i o n s  th a t  had l a t e l y  been under 

the command o f  Roshen Beg, a Surdar who had been  

in  the s e r v ic e  o f  Holkar ana had sought th a t  o f  

the Haja a f t e r  the d e fe a t  ana d is p e r s io n  of Hol

kar 1 s army in  the b a t t l e  o f  **.ahiapur. Both  

corp s , the h a ja  m entioned , were now commanded 

by ^ e s s r s  Court and A v i t a h i la ,  the new ir e n c h  

o f f i c e r s  who have been n o t ic e d  b e f o r e .  They



*
were p r e se n t  a t  the head of the "battalions  

which performea the manual ana p la to o n  e x e r 

c i s e s  and appeared an e f f i c i e n t  body of men. 

When they had gone away some of the gentlem en  

o f  the m is s io n  having ex p ressed  a wish to  

see the lilkhs throw the ’Uhekr1 the maha Hag a 

oruerea a party of  A k a l is  to  e x h ib i t  t h e ir  

a g i l i t y  in  th a t  e x e r c i s e .  They d iu  not throw 

the weapon w ith  th a t  u e x t e r i t y  which was ex 

p e c te d .  The “chekaH i s  a round ir o n  r in g  some

th in g  l ik e  a qu o it  but w ith  sharp and th in  

e d g e s .  i t  i s  p e c u l ia r  to  the A r a l i s  anu was 

form erly used in  w arfare . On diam issin^, the  

A k a l is  the n a ja  gave them a p resen t  of a 

hundred r u p e e s .

77 . B efore  I l o f t  the Haja on the 11th  he 

inioxmed me th a t  he would send me the Cohi Bur 

i f  X wiaheu to  see i t  anu th a t  the krench  

Legion would be the corp s to  be paraded on 

the f o l lo w in g  m orning. The Cohi bur was 

brought to  /ay te n t  i n  the even ing  of the 11th  

by i a k i r  Imamuaain. The c e le b r a te d  diamond 

c a l l e d  by th a t name i s  about the s iz e  ana 

shape oi a small hen*s eg g . I t s  weight i s  

sa id  to  be r u p e e s .  I t  i s  s e t  as  an arm let  

w ith  a very  la r g e  diamond on each  s id e  of i t .



V J_f «3 B

Every one was su rp r ised  by i t s  s i z e  and b r i l 

l i a n c y .  The Haja p u ts  g r e a t  va lu e  on the pos

s e s s io n  o f  i t  and k eep s i t  lougeu in  the i o r t  

of Govind Gurh of which Imamuddin i s  the Go

v ern o r , I t  was e s c o r te d  to  my te n t  by a la rg e  

party  oi Sepahees. With the diamond there  

was a topaz the  s i z e  of which cannot be much 

l e s s  than B i l l i a r d  b a l l  of the la r g e s t  s i z e  cu t  

in  two. The Haja ob ta ined  both  gems from the  

ex-K ing o f  Cabul Shah Shugah u l mulk.

7 8 . In p roceed in g  to  j o i n  the Haja on the 

morning o f  the 12th  I observed the p la in  where 

the re v iew s  were held  occupied by the whole of  

the tro o p s  unuer the command oi ^ e s s r s  A llard  

anu V entura. They were iormeu in  one l i h e t 

the in fa n t r y  on the r ig h t  the c a v a lry  on the  

l e f t  ana hau a very  m a r t ia l  appearance. On 

approaching the Haja who was a t  the extreme  

l e f t  o i the l i n e  I n o t ic e d  a Jrrench o f f i c e r  

stand in g  near h i s  Tonjhow to  whom the Haja 

in trod u ced  me a s  m. A llaru  adding th a t he was 

the c l e v e r e s t  of a l l  h i s  o f f i c e r s  s h o r t ly  a f t e r  

which he u e s ir e u  him to  take p o st  a t  the head 

Of h i s  c a v a lr y  and in v i t e u  me to  go down the 

l i n e .



7 9 . The Cavalry commanded by A. A llard  con

s i s t » of two reg im en ts  o f  dragoons anu one of  

l a n c e r s .  One Kegiment o l  Dragoons i s  armea 

w ith  Bwora s and c a r b in e s ,  the o th e r  w ith  swords 

anu m a tc h lo c k s . The la n c e r s  w ith  la n c e s  and 

swords. The c a r b in e s  are slung w ith  the muz

z l e s  upwards, the r e v e r s e  o i the mode auopteu  

in  the B r i t i s h  army. The Dragoons are m o st ly  

Sikhs anu wear the Sikh turban . The Dancers  

are c h i e i l y  Pathans from h i no us tan  who have 

been in  the s e r v ic e  oi no lkar anu Amir Lhan. 

There are however two tro o p s  o i S ikhs in  th a t

c o r p s .  The u r e a s  anu equipment o l the 3 r e -
cr r̂o*

g im en ts  are u n i i a » .  The swore i s  slung by a 

w a is t  b e l t .  They wore w hite u r e a s e s  when X 

saw them, but they have w o o llen  j a c k e t s  lo r  

the c o la  season  s im i la r  to  th a t  worn by dra

goons in  the French s e r v i c e .  The J a ck e t  o i  

the L ancers i s  French grey  w ith  red l a c i n g s ,  

th a t  o i  the uragoons s c a r l e t .  The s tr e n g th  

01 each  regim ent i s  about 1 ,0 0 0  men. They 

are not w e ll  mounted n o r , though in ten u ed  a s  

r e g u la r  c a v a lr y ,  in  so e i i i c i e n t  a s t a t e  com

p a r a t iv e ly  speaking a s  the in ia n t r y  which i s  

owing to  the system o f  the S iw ars p rov id in g  

t h e i r  own h o r se s  and the h a ja 'a  r e lu c ta n c e  to  

in cu r  the  expense oi H* A l la r a 1e su g g e s t io n  lo r  

t h e i r  p e r i e c t  o r g a n is a t io n .



I  H  b \  0

8 0 .  The Legion o f  in fa n tr y  commanded by 

m. Ventura i  e composed of 4 B a t t a l io n s  o f  Gikhs 

ana one of Gorkinas anu P u r b ia h s . They are a l l  

d r e s s e d ,  armed and equipped l i k e  the i i a j a ' s  o ther  

r e g u la r  b a t t a l i o n s  but in  a n e a te r  and su p e r io r  

s t y l e .  The 4 S ikh b a t t a l i o n s  wear the S ikh  

turbans th e  co lo u r  o f  which i s  d i f f e r e n t  i n  each  

b a t t a l i o n .  The Gorkhas ana P urbiahs wear Ghakos 

of a n eat m an u iactu re• M. Ventura remained 

mounted in  f r o n t  oi h i s  Corps a s  1 passed  a lon g  

the l i n e .  When X reached the r i g h t  f la n k  X w aited  

fo r  the Haja who was f o l lo w in g  me a t  a l i t t l e  

d is ta n c e  and accompanied him to  an e le v a te d  spot  

in  f r o n t  of the in fa n tr y  where c h a ir s  were p laced  

fo r  the accommodation of the p a r ty ,  w h ile  *«. Ven

tura  put h i s  Legion  through se v e r a l  manoeuvres 

which the Corps ex ecu ted  w ith  a s t e a d in e s s  and 

p r e c i s io n  i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  to  e x c e l .  T heir  

form ation  in t o  c l o s e  column, t h e i r  march and 

deploym ents in t o  l i n e  were performed w ith  such  

a c l o s e n e s s  and accuracy a s  to  su r p r ise  the whole 

p a r ty .  Xt was in d eed  im p o s s ib le  not to  aomire 

the h ig h  degree of p e r f e c t io n  to  which k .  Ventura  

hau brought h i s  L eg ion . He was the on ly  mounted 

o i f i c e r  in  the x ie lu  ana the f a c i l i t y  w ith  which  

he d ir e c t e d  the movements oi the whole co rp s  

e v id e n t ly  showed that he was an o f f i c e r  of s k i l l  

ana a b i l i t y .  The re v iew  con cluded  by the Legion



marching p a st  the Kaja in  open column o l  

grana 1 /iv is ion B  anu a f t e r  e x p r e s s in g  the  

p le a su r e  I had a e r iv e d  from i t  I r e t i r e d  to  

camp*

}f\s»81« The 13 b e in g  a f e s t i v a l  the f i r s t  o f  Harh 

the Kaja went to  the Hermanns1 ana I h&u no 

p ersonal communication w ith  him on th a t  day .

I t  was r a th er  s tran ge  th a t  the Kaja a id  n o t  

a f io r d  me an op portu n ity  of s e e in g  me s e r a  

A lla rd  ana Ventj^r® u n t i l  1 w&s on the p o in t  o f  

l e a v in g  h i s  Court but a s  th ere  was a mutual 

a i s p o s i t i o n  to  meet each  o th er  I i n v i t e e  them 

and t h e ir  f r ie n d s  M essrs Court and A v i t a b i l e  

to  d in n er  on the even in g  of the 13 th  when they  

came and d ined  w ith  me* X was much p lea se d  

w ith  t h e ir  manners and c o n v e r s a t io n .  On r e 

tu rn in g  M, A lla rd  asked the p arty  to a in e  w ith  

them on the  fo l lo w in g  even ing  anu the i n v i t a t i o n  

was a c c e p te d .  They haa a l l  been some time in  

P e r s i a anu spoke fr e q u e n t ly  of  Major w i l lo c k  

ana the members o f  the l e g a t io n  l a t e l y  under 

charge o f  th a t  o f f i c e r  a t  the P e r s ia n  c o u r t .

8 2 .  I t  was ex p ec ted  th a t  the audience of 

le a v e  would have been granted  on the morning 

of the 1 4 th , but the Haja im *  postponed i t  

t i l l  th e  a fte rn o o n  of th a t  uay ana when the
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time came he se n t  to say th a t  he hopea X 

woulu prolong my sta y  a t  h i s  cou rt  io r  another  

day. As however every  arrangement hau been  

made io r  the dep arture  oi the m is s io n  on the  

morning o l  the 15 th  ana i  was a n x io u s  to  re*  

c r o s s  the  S u t le j  b e io r e  the ra in y  season  

should commence X l e l t  my s e l l  unuer the ne

c e s s i t y  oi r e s i s t i n g  the p r o p o s i t io n  io r  d e la y .  

The audience a c c o r d in g ly  took p la ce  on the  

ev en in g  oi the 1 4 th ,

8 3 .  X iound the h&Ja se a te a  where X had seen  

him on my i i r s t  v i s i t  in  the nambagh. i t  was 

l a t e  in  the day and th ere  were lew a t t e n d a n t s .  

The on ly  Surdars p resen t  were Hajas hhian  Singh  

and h i s  brother Sewchait Singh and 3urdar Her- 

aas  S ingh, hewan kotir&m, the m in is t e r  A zizuddin  

and h i s  b ro th er  Imamuadin, The mahn h a ja  had 

no s t a t e  about him. The c o n v e r s a t io n  th a t  

p asseu  was o i  a gen era l n a tu r e .  He re p ea te d  

h i s  p r o le s s io n s  o l  attachm ent to  the B r i t i s h  

Government, re q u es te d  that X would communieate 

them p a r t i c u la r l y  to  the h ig h t  Honourable the  

Governor General ana renewing n i s  w ish  th a t X 

woulu v i s i t  him a t  Lahore in  the c o la  season  

X r e c e iv e d  the l e t t e r s  which X had the honour 

to  tran sm it  to  H is  Lora sh ip  and the He Bi dent



on the 2 1 s t  u lt im o  ana took my l e a v e ,  iv h e la ts  

were co n ferred  by the maha h aja  on m y s e l f ,  Cap

ta in  Learson ana a l l  the o i i i c e r s  o i the p a r ty ,  

Honorary d r e s s e s  were a l s o  p resen ted  to  the  

N a tiv e  o i i i c e r s  o l  the E sco rt  and a l l  the p u b l ic  

s e r v a n ts  oi the m is s io n  b e s id e s  11CG ru p ees  

which the Haja d e s ir e u  m ight be d iv id e d  g e n e r a l ly  

among the s e r v a n ts  in  camp,

8 4 ,  The m is s io n  having r e c e iv e d  i t s  le a v e  

I l e l t  Umruts&r on the morning o i  the 1 5 th  

ana a r r iv e d  on the 19th  o l  June a t  Looaiana  

where i t  was d i s s o l v e d ,

8 5 ,  Having brought the r e p o r t  o l  the Heport 

oi the P ro c eed in g s  o i  the M iss io n  to  a term in

a t io n  X need on ly  r e f e r  to  the tenor o i  the  

o cc u rren c es  X have recorded  to  convey a cor

r e c t  im p r ess io n  o l  the marked a t t e n t io n  and 

c o r d i a l i t y  w ith  which i t  has been r e c e iv e d  

ana t r e a te d  by the i*aha ita ja .  So f u l l y  i n 

deed d o es  he seem to  haye been g r & t i i ie u  by 

the r e s u l t  and the b e n e i i c i a l  e f l e c t s  a r i s 

in g  from the in te rc h a n g e  o f  the l a t e  i r i e n d l y  

com m unications between the B r i t i s h  Government 

and h im s e l f  th a t  s in c e  the re tu rn  oi h i s  own 

Envoys from the Governor General he has been



c o n fe r r in g  on them ana every o f f i c e r  a tta ch e d  

to  h i s  m is s io n ,  a d d i t io n a l  w aghirs anu pro

m otion in  test im on y  of the h ig h  sense he en

t e r t a i n s  oi the s a t i s f a c t o r y  manner in  which  

they dischargee, t h e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  d u t i e s  and 

in  co n c lu d in g  my deport I humbly hope th a t  

I may have the g r a t i f i c a t i o n  of f in d in g  that 

1 have execu ted  the uuty on which I  have been 

employee to  the s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  the n ig h t  

Honourable the Governor General ana your  

approbation*

^ ls w f ■ • 4 ♦ T r ,

ii i a )PP #
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Pate oi C o n su lta t io n  1 s t  Ju ly  1831, L e t te r  H° 4 2 ,  Vol ,3G,Hange 126

1 l e f t  T alibpoor on the even ing  of the 2 0 th  

in s t a n t  and a t  h a l f  way to  Adenanughur was met 

by rvaja Shochet Singh, Jemadar Khovshal Singh  

and Surdare Jwala Sing Bfaerania, ana k a toh  Sing  

of kau, se n t  by the maha haja  to  conduct me to  

$he p la c e  f i x e d  lo r  my r e s id e n c e ,  a f t e r  a r r iv in g  

at which 1 r e c e iv e d  a z e e a fu t  of  A s, 5 ,0 0 0  and 

101 p o ts  of sw eetm eats, b e s id e s  bags oi r i c e .  

Ghee, and other a r t i c l e s  of e n ter ta in m e n t , 1 

am lodged in  a garden b e lo n g in g  to  hour kherek  

Singh in  which th ere  are a Baraaeree ana three  

sm all temporary bungalows fo r  my accommodation 

by the s id e  o f  the c a n a l ,

2 ,  At 9 o'clock the n ex t  morning k aq ir  A zizuddii

came to  me w ith  a message from H is H ighn ess,
0  CL

th a t  Suraars Pesa Singh Me^ithia. and Phena Singh  

k ahari would a tten d  im m ediately  to conduct me 

to  nim. On t h e ir  a r r iv a l  1 proceeded towards 

the rnaha H a ja 's  r e s id e n c e ;  near the en trance to  

which 1 p assed  through two Companies of In fa n try  

1 was sa lu te d  w ith  e le v e n  g u n s , 1 was then met 

and conducted by h u fa l  phian  Singh and Jemidar 

hhushal Singh to  the p resen ce  of H is  H ighness



who a rose  ana advancing se v e r a l  p aces  from h i s  

ch a ir  embraced ana le d  me to  a sea t  p laced  

d i r e c t l y  b e fo re  him. A fter  some complimentary  

e n q u ir ie s  1 p resen ted  the Governor G e n e r a l's  

l e t t e r  which la q i r  A zizuddin  was d e s ir e d  to  

rea d . The c o n te n ts  ( t o  which he l i s t e n e a  w ith  

g r e a t  a t t e n t io n )  appeared to  p le a s e  the maha 

Haja, I then e x p la in e d  the re a so n s  which had 

prevented  H is Lordship from making an immediate 

retu rn  to  h i s  m iss ion *  His H ighness r e p l ie d  

th a t  i t  d id  n ot s i g n i f y .  The su b jeo t  seems, 

however, to  have p r e v io u s ly  l a i d  hold  of h i s  

mind, fo r  the new s*w riter re p o r te d , th a t the 

iuaha Baja b eing  p erp lexed  to  account fo r  the  

d e la y ,  had e a r ly  th a t  morning sen t Hs, 1100 to  

the k ir te r p u r o  Granth ana d ir e c te d  Shunkernath  

Gorshu, to  send an o f f e r in g  o f  Hs, 125 to  the  

s h r in e s  of  Jwala Mukhi, Kangra, and Permandel, 

and c o n s u lt  the a sp e c t  of the s t a r s ,  Whatever 

s u s p ic io n s  he may have e n t e r ta in e d ,  1 have s in o e  

e n te r ta in e d  th a t the p eru sa l o f  the Governor 

G e n e r a l's  l e t t e r  and my e x p la n a t io n  have r e 

s to red  h i s  c o n f id e n c e ,

3 ,  H is H ighness h e ld  h i s  Court on a terra o e  

a d jo in in g  a B aradaree , and com plain ing now of  

the h e a t ,  le d  me in t o  the in s id e  of the B u ild in g ,



where he was only fo l lo w e d  by B a ja ’ s oeochai*
ZJL

Singh  and H^ra Singh and l a q i r  A zizuddin  ,

A fte r  a c o n v e r sa t io n  on d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t s ,  fo r  

about h a l f  an hour, during which he r e fe r r e d  

s e v e r a l  t im es to  the f r ie n d s h ip  e x i s t i n g  between  

the two s t a t e s ,  he c a l l e d  fo r  Atr and gave me 

my d i s m i s s a l .  As I arose  to  go away 1 m entioned  

to  the l a q i r  th a t  1 had brought a h o r se ,  a 

doubled b a r r e l le d  gun and a p a ir  of p i s t o l s  o f  

which 1 r e q u e s te d  the Maha B a ja 's  a c c e p ta n c e ,  

from m y s e l f .  I haa done the seme th in g  b e fo r e  

in  my m is s io n  t o  Umrutsar and was ex p ec ted  to  

conform to  a p r a c t ic e  which i s  in v a r ia b ly  ob

served  in  in tr o d u c to r y  v i s i t s  to  h i s  C ourt, 

in  the even ing  z e e a f u t s  o f  money and sweetm eats  

were s e n t .  I thought i t  proper to re tu rn  the 

money but kept the sw eetm eats ,

4 ,  Adinanugher, which i s  near the H i l l s  o f  

Hoorpur, i s  a town founded by Adina Beg Khan 

the l a s t  o f  the Mohammedan govern ors  of  Lahore, 

H unjeet Singh has made i t  h i s  r e t r e a t  fo r  some 

y e a r 8 p a st  in  th e  hot months having been a t t r a c t e d  

to  the p la c e  by the umbrageous g r o v e s  w ith  whioh 

i t  abounds, and the f r e s h n e s s  of the a ir  imparted  

by the canal which p ervades them. In the ce n tre  

of th e s e  g r o v e s  i s  the maha B a j a 's  r e s id e n c e .



The r e s t  are occupied  by the S ird a rs  o f  the  

co u r t;  and beyond them th e re  are encampments 

of tro o p s  on a l l  s id e s ,  c o n s i s t in g  of the  

Ghorcherahs h i s  p r in c ip a l  camp o f  in f a n t r y ,  o f  

e le v e n  B a t t a l io n s ;  se v e r a l  b r ig a d e s  of horse  

a r t i l l e r y  and the Corps o f  M essrs A lla r d  and 

c o u r t .  H is H ighness' c h ie f  m otive in  keep ing  

them assem bled h e r e ,  i s ,  1 b e l i e v e ,  to  e x h i b i t  

them b e fo r e  m e.

5 ,  In the course  o f  my audience I took an 

o p p ortu n ity  o f  conveying to  the i*.aha Baja the  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  which the Governor General had 

d er iv ed  from the g e n er a l  appearance and con

duct of the tro o p s  which accompanied h i 8 

m is s io n  to  H is  L ord sh ip , He sa id  th a t  the  

r e p o r t s  maae by h i s  envoys o f  the r e c e p t io n  

which the Governor General had g iv e n  them had 

been very  g r a t i f y i n g  to  him. I c o n g ra tu la ted  

H is H ighness on the d e c i s i v e  v ic t o r y  which  

h i s  tro o p s  had gained  over the  f a n a t i c s  in  the  

v i c i n i t y  of Attock* He r e p l i e d  th a t  i t  was 

a s u b je c t  o f  mutual c o n g r a tu la t io n  a s  he con

s id er ed  the i n t e r e s t s  o f  two s t a t e s  to  be one 

and th e  same. The o th er  p art of  the co n v ersa 

t io n  c o n s i s t e d  c h i e f l y  o f  e n q u ir ie s  regard in g



th e  ir e n c h  r e v o lu t io n ,  the m i l i t a r y  s tr e n g th  

of J> ranee and Jtiussia, the p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  

between B u s s ia  ana c h in a , ana th o se  between the  

B r i t i s h  Government, Ava and B e p a l.  The kana 

Baja appears in  e x c e l l e n t  h e a l t h  and in  com

p l e t e  p o s s e s s io n  p f th a t  a c t i v i t y  o f  mind and 

body which has a lw ays been the prominent 

f e a tu r e  o f  h i s  c h a r a c te r .
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L e t te r  from Captain c .m . Wade P o l i t i c a l  A s s is ta n t ,  ndinanagar

To The S ecr e ta ry  to  the G o v e r n o r  General Simlah / O /

Late o f  C o n s u l t a t i o n  1 s t  J u l y  1831 .L e t t e r  B ? 4 3 .V o l .$ 0  Bange f I)4c>

On the ev en in g  of the 22na i n s t a n t  a g ree 

ab ly  to  i n v i t a t i o n ,  X went accompanieu by Jema

dar khorshan Singh to  the Maha Baja  and found  

him se a te d  in  a shady sp ot by the canal a tten d ed  

by a few ourdare and a s e t  of about t h i r t y  

dancing g i r l s ,  who were asked to  come forw ard, 

s h o r t ly  a f t e r  w hich, wine was in tro d u ced  and 

d r in k in g  some h im s e l f  he asked me and h r ,  Murray 

to  f o l lo w  h i s  exam ple, which we a id .  He re p e a te d  

h i s  l i b a t i o n s  every  quarter  of an hour m easuring  

the  q u a n tity  which he took in  a sm all cup con

t a in in g  about a l iq u id  ounce. S ir  Lavia Q chter-  

lon ey  had, he aa iu , a tten d ed  s im i la r  o r g ie s  

in  h i s  v i s i t  to  h i a Court, o b serv in g  th a t  he 

could take more wine th e n ,th a n  he cou ld  now, 

ona th a t  he had asked S ir L av id , in  t h e ir  l i b a 

t i o n s ,  whether the B r i t i s h  Government had any 

d e s ig n  of e x ten d in g  i t s  p o s s e s s io n s  who sa id  

"Ho, the Company was s e a l e d . ** (" S a ir  h o g ia " ) ,

He en q u ired  o f  me i f  i t  was s t i l l  the c a s e .

Then d e t a i l i n g  on t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  which he 

haa d e r i v e d  f r o m  h i s  a l l i a n c e  w ith  the  company 

he s a i d ,  t h a t  when b ir  C harles  ^ e t c a l f e  had



r e c e i v e d  h i s  l e a v e  a t  Lahore, he was su rp r ise d  

t o  s e e  him come b a c k ,  and on ask in g  the reason  

S ir  ch& rles r e m a r k e d ,  “The Suraars who are now 

arcana y o u  i m a g i n e ,  1 dare say , th a t  icy m iss io n  

to your Court, w i l l  be the c a u s e  01 d e tr im en t  

to  y o u .  Be a s s u r e d  th a t  such i s  n o t  the c a s e .

You w i l l  f i n d  y o u r  advantage in  the t r e a ty  twenty  

y e a r s  h e n c e . * I n  the course oi the ev en in g  he 

a ls o  sp o k e  a  g o o d  a e a l  about L ieu ten a n t B urnes1 

jo u r n e y s ,  the n a v ig a t io n  ol the Xnaua, and the  

s t a t e  oi h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  S indh , He inform ed  

me th a t  the Ameers openeu a communication wi%h 

him  a f t e r  h i s  l i r s t  e x p e d i t io n  to  Multan, when 

he s e n t  a vaqul'to t h e m ,  th a t  he had proceeded  

t o  liydrabad by w a t e r ;  th a t  the t r i b e s  on each  

bank  0 1  the Indus f 'irea  a t  him as he went down, 

but the r i v e r  w as  so broau tn a t  by keep ing  in  

the m i d d l e  o i  t h e  stream he lounu h im s e lf  e n t i r e l y  

beyond r e a c h  o f  t h e i r  s h o t s ,

3 ,  Trays of c o n f e c t io n a r y ,  d ressed  in  d if fe re n t  

ways to  g iv e  a r e l i s h  to  the wine, were brought,  

oi which we p artook , and a f t e r  a s i t t i n g  of more 

than th r e e  hours he d e s ir e d  Baja Socnait Singh 

to  s e e  u s  to  a  boat which was i n  a tten d a n ce  to  

convey u b  home. 1 was p a r t i c u la r l y  stru ck  w ith  

t h e  com bination  oi ea se  ana p r o p r ie ty  which he 

e x h ib i t e d  during the novel scene to which we had 

been in v ite d .



4 ,  About 7 o c lo ck  On the morning of the 2 4 th  

H i8 H ighness sen t  Raja Bhian Singh to  bring

me to  h i 3 p r e s e n c e .  He was se a te d  on the top

of the Gateway le a d in g  to  the Garden in  which

he has h i s  r e s id e n c e !  and was commencing to  take

a m uster o f  the tr o o p s  commanded by Jemidar 
0

H h o |sh a l S ingh , and the Corps of Ghorcherahs,
AL*S

form ing h i s  p erso n a l G«urd* C arpets were spread

at the f o o t  of  the Gateway, and in  p a ss in g  by 

each  man d e p o s ite d  a Huzar of rupees*

5,  The S in d ian  V a k ee ls  came w h ile  we were 

s i t t i n g .  The maha Raja in trodu oeu  them to  me, 

and e n q u ir in g  of them whether they had any 

i n t e l l i g e n c e  of  la e u te n a n t  Burnes, they r e p l i e d ,  

th a t  he would be here im m ed ia te ly . There were 

upwards o f  R s, 5 ,0 0 0  c o l l e c t e d  in  Ruzurs from 

which 1 i n f e r  th a t  more than th a t  number of  

p erso n s  must have p assed  a r e v ie w . He sa id  

th a t he hau heard th a t  co rp ora l punishm ents  

were d is c o n t in u e d  in  the B r i t i s h  S erv io e  and 

asked me whether the in fo rm a tio n  was c o r r e c t*

The Ghorcherahs and o th e r s  were a lm ost a l l  

dism ounted . H is H ighness s a id ,  th a t  he had 

ordered them to  send t h e i r  h o r se s  away th a t

the country m ight not be d i s t r e s s e d  by support

ing  them, which le d  me to  en q u ire  whether he 

had any r e g u l a t io n s  to  r e s t r a i n  h i s  tro o p s  fo r



O rv p A
d e s tr o y in g  the < 4 4 0 9 0  in  l i n e  o i  march* He 

s ta te d  th a t  ne hau the most p r o h ib i t in g  ord ers  

in  fo r c e  on the s u o j e c t ,  and took prompt and 

sev ere  n o t ic e  oi my i n f r a c t i o n  oi them. H is  

a t t e n t io n  to  the p r e s e r v a t io n  of the i >epo 

from d e p r e d a t io n , i s  rem arkable , few  e n i e f s  

e x e r c i s e  a more r i g i d  c o n t r o l  over the con

duct ox h i s  troop s th a t  he does*

6 ,  He ta lk e d  oi the d i s t a n t  predatory  expe

d i t i o n s  which the S ikhs were form erly  in  the  

h a b it  oi making, t h e ir  mode o i  w arfare , im

p a t ie n c e  o l  d i s c i p l i n e ,  when he began to organ

i s e  them in t o  r e g u la r  co r p s , t h e ir  endurance

ol p r iv a t io n s  anu the severe  c o n t e s t  in  which  

they were engaged w ith  the A ighans, b efore  they  

succeeded in  se cu r in g  t h e ir  independence*  

Speaking o f  Shah Leman*s l a s t  in v a s io n  of the  

Punjab in  17GW, he sa id  th a t  the Shah had 

oruereu a c o n tr ib u t io n  o i t h ir t y  Lakhs o f  

ru p ees  to  be l e v i e d  from the c i t y  of Lahore, 

and l e f t  a g a r r is o n  a t  G oujerat which the S ikhs  

a tta c k e d  and k i l l e d  the commander, s in c e  which  

the ascendancy o i the S ikh s had been p r o g r e s s iv e

7 ,  Ameer Singh fhorpa and the Ghorkas became 

tn e  to p ic  o i o b s e r v a t io n .  He e x t o l l e d  the m i l i 

tary  c h a ra c te r  of the Ghorkas, spoke o f  the



d e fe a t  which the  S ikhs had g iv e n  them a t  Kangra 

and th a t  they had in  t h e i r  h o s t i l i t i e s  w ith  the  

B r i t i s h  Government sought h i s  a id  which he r e 

fu se d ,  and in  com pliance w ith  the exp ressed  w ish  

of S ir  David O chter loney  p r o h ib ite d  the convey

ance of any s u p p l ie s  to  them from h i s  t e r r i t o r y  

of Anandpur Makhowal., MAmeer Singh proposed the  

p a r t i t i o n  of Cashmere and the H i l l s  o f  hangra  

w ith  me," th e  Maha Raja s a id ,  "but they  appeared  

to  me to  be a very d e s ig n in g  and f a i t h l e s s  race  

of peop le  and my o b je c t  was to  make them r e t i r e  

a c r o s s  the S u t le j  which I e f f e c t e d , n Two sone  

of Thappa and a b a t t a l i o n  of Ghorkas are in  l a e t  

few days a son of Bulluahnr Sing has come fo r  

employment and been a d m itted . He encourages  

the Ghorkas to  e n te r  h i s  army, M essrs A lla rd  and 

Court p r esen ted  th e m se lv es  b e fo r e  the k&ha Raja  

w h ile  1 was in  c o n v e r sa t io n  w ith  him and addressed  

them in  a kind o f  f a m i l ia r  manner. 1 now took my 

l e a v e ,  I t  i s  im p o s s ib le  to  keep in  mind the i n 

f i r m it y  of q u e s t io n s  which H is H ighness a sk s  in  my 

in t e r v ie w s  w ith  him, but I endeavour to recordsom« 

o f  the most prominent i n  order to  convey an ideatfj 

the i n q u i s i t i v e  n atu re  o f  h i s  c h a r a c te r , whenever 

an o p p ortu n ity  occu rs  of  e n la r g in g  the sphere o f  

h i s  know ledge.

sndi „

)
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X have had tn ree  in te r v ie w s  o l the jwahn Kaja 

s in o e  X l a s t  a d d ressee  you*

2* On the m orning o i  the 2 6 th  he in v i t e d  me

to  a re v iew  oi some or h i s  t r o o p s .  When a r r iv e d

a t  the ground X iounu they c o n s is t e d  o£ two Sikh
u

hat t a l i  on s commanded by c o lo n e l  Gojaab S ingh .

The manoeuvres were d ir e c t e d  by TaiJ Singh, a

General who commands a camp oi in ia n tr >  in

h i s  h ig h n e s s 1 s e r v ic e  c o n s i s t i n g  of twenty two
6

b a t t a l i o n s ,  he i s  the nephew of Jemadar KhoXshal 

S ingh . Lotn p o s s e s s  the most e x t e n s iv e  commands 

in  the army oi the m&ha iia ja  which to g e th e r  w ith  

the in tim a c y  which e x i s t s  between them, rentiers  

t h e ir  in f lu e n c e  in  the s t a te  very g r e a t .  The 

two b a t t a l io n s  formea a square and went through  

s e v e r a l  cnanges of  p o s i t i o n  in  E s c h e l lo n ,  which  

they  ex e cu te d  in  the Prench mode f i r i n g  by p la 

to o n s ,  w in gs, ana B a t t a l io n  w ith  the  g r e a t e s t  

r e g u l a r i t y .

3* Luring the morning the c o n v e r sa t io n  was 

g e n e r a l  v i z ,  wnetner the B r i t i s h  Government re^ 

warueu i t s  tr o o p s  fo r  s p e c ia l  s e r v i c e s ,  the



amount o f  p r i z e  a c q u i r e d  a t  B h u r u t p u r ,  on t h e  

mode o f  a t t a c k i n g  a r t i l l e r y  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  t h e  

h a t  t i e  o f  M a h i d p o o r e ,  on t h e  f l i g h t  o f  Halk&r 

t o  t h e  P u n j a b ,  and  t h e  d r e a d  w i t h  w h ic h  he h a d  

b e e n  i n s p i r e d  by h i s  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  o u r  t r o o p s .  

T h a t  he  ( speak ing  of h i m s e l f )  h a d  g o n e  i n c o g n i t o ,  

one m o r n in g  t o  l o o k  a t  a  r e v i e w  o f  L o r d  L a k e ' s 

army a n d  w i s h e d  t o  h a v e  h a d  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  

H i s  L o r d s h i p ,  b u t  h a d  b e e n  d i s s u a d e d  by t h e  a d 

v i c e  o f  B a j a  Bhag S i n g h  o f  J e e n d h ,  H i s  H i g h n e s s ' s  

u n c l e .  He t h e n  a s k e d  me some q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  

t h e  f o r t  H e te m b e r e  i n  B a j p u t a n a ,  w ha t  o r d e r s  t h e  

Government h a d  p a s s e d  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

d i s p u t e s  e t  t h a t  p l a c e ,  w h e t h e r  i t  was t r u e  

t h a t  Appa S a h i b  was r a i s i n g  a  f o r c e  a t  J o d h p u r ,  

and  i f  we had  an  a g e n t  w i t h  t h a t  S t a t e .  What 

was t h e  l o t  o f  H o l k a r ’ s s o n .  The m a g n a n im i ty  

o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  G o v e rn m e n t  i n  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  a n d  

confirm ing t h e  p r e t e n s i o n  o f  a  d i s t a n t  c l a i m a n t  

t o  t h e  t h r o n e  o f  G a w a lL o r ,  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  r e -  j  

l e a s e  i r o m  c a p t i v i t y  i n  Gashmere  o f  Shah  S h o o ^ a h  

u l  Mulk, f r o m  t h e  po w er  o f  Mohammed h h a n  by 

Lewan m ahkan  G h an a ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e  S h a h  would  c e d e  

t h e  f am o u s  d ia m o n d  c a l l e u  t h e  K o h ’L u r ;  t h e  iiuaha 

B a j a 1 a s u b s e q u e n t  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  t h a t  je w e l f r o m  

h i m .  The d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  E u r o p e a n  a n d  n a t i v e  

t r o o p s :  to g e th e r  w ith  the s t a t e  o f  f o r t i f i c a 

t i o n s  o f  L a h o r e  and  U m r ik ts a r ,  k e s s r s  A l l a r d  

an d  c o u r t  a n d  H a s la m  w e re  p r e s e n t .  H i s  H i g h n e s s



spo k e  t o  . i .  A l l a r d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  r e l a t i v e  t o  

t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  t h e  t r o o p s .  I t  was a b o u t  

5 o c l o c k  when I t o o k  my l e a v e .  I n  t h e  h o t  

w e a t h e r  t h e  ^e.ha Raja, g o e s  o u t  a b o u t  5 A.M., 

and s p e n d s  an h o u r  or  two i n  r i d i n g  and i n s p e c t 

i n g  h i s  t r o o p s ,  t h e n  t a k e s  h i s  f i r s t  m e a l ,  o f t e n  

w i t h o u t  d i s m o u n t i n g  f r o m  h i s  h o r s e .  A bou t  9 A.M. 

he r e t i r e s  t o  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  and h o l d s  a C o u r t ,  

r e c e i v i n g  r e p o r t s ,  i s s u i n g  o r d e r s  t o  h i s  o f 

f i c e r s ,  and  e x a m i n i n g  m i n u t e l y  i n t o  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  

a c c o u n t s  o f  h i s  G o v e rn m e n t  h i m s e l f ,  At noon  he 

r e c l i n e 8 f o r  an  h o u r ,  h a v i n g  a  s e c r e t a r y  by h i s  

s i d e  t o  w r i t e  f ro m  h i s  d i c t a t i o n ,  a s  d i f f e r e n t  

t h i n g s  r e q u i r i n g  e x e c u t i o n  c r o s s  h i s  m i n d .  A t  

1 P .M .  he r i s e s  and p a s s e s  an  h o u r  i n  h a v i n g  

a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  G rs .n th  r e a d  t o  h im ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  

he r e s u m e s  h i s  C o u r t ,  w h i c h  l& B ts  t i l l  t h e  d a y  

b e g i n s  t o  c l o s e ,  when he  e i t h e r  s e n d s  f o r  a s e t  

o f  d a n c i n g  g i r l s  t o  b e g u i l e  t h e  t i m e ,  o r  s e c l u d e s  

h i m s e l f  i n  m e d i t a t i o n  u n t i l  h i s  s e c o n d  r e p a s t .

He g o e s  t o  bed b e tw e e n  8 a n d  9 P.j . ,  a s e c r e t a r y  

s t i l l  b e i n ^  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  t o  whom he f r e q u e n t l y  

n i c t a t e s  h i s  o r d e r s  i n  t h e  n i g h t .  I n  t h e  c o l d  

w e a t h e r  he  d o e s  n o t  go a b r o a d  u n t i l  n e a r  9 P .m .  

H i s  h a b i t 3 i n  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  a r e  t h e  same,  w i t h  

t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  m o u n t i n g  and  p r o m e n a d in g  h i s  

h o r s e  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  a l o n g  t h e  p a r t e r v e s  o f  

h i  s g a r d e n .



• J r
4 ,  On the 27th  X r e c e iv e d  an i n v i t a t i o n  from 

Hi 3 Highness to a party s i  i i l a r  to  the one w h i c h  

I attended  on the 22nd i n s t a n t ,  ^ r .  A l lard  was 

th e r e .  Baja Lhian Singh, h i s  brother  Seochait  

Singh,and Goojur Singh, the son of Suraar iiesu 

Singh, were the only Surdars p r e s e n t .  The Liaha 

Baja gave me a h i s t o r y  of  h i s  e a r ly  e x p e d i t io n s ,  

spoke ci  the ch arac ter  and s e r v i c e s  of  some of  

h i s  old o f f i c e r s ,  and f r e e l y  conversed on the  

s u b j e c t s  of v a r io u s  i n t e r e s t .  A fter  being w ith  

him about three hours I returnee home,

5 ,  I a t tended  H i s  H i g h n e s s  on the m o r n i n g  o f  

the 30th  to another r e v iew .  Two B a t t a l i o n s  

commanded by  c o lo n e l  Ameer S i n g h  o f  k a u n , w ere  

i n  l i n e  an d  p e r f o r m e d  n e a r l y  t h e  seme m a n o e u v r e s  

a s  I  h a d  s e e n  on t h e  2 0 t h  i n s t a n t .  E a c h  b a t t a l i o n  

had  two p i e c e s  o f  h o r s e  a r t i l l e r y ,  w h i c h  t h e  Maha 

B a j a  s a i d ,  w ere  a t t a c h e d  to e v e r y  C o r p s  o f  i n f a n t r y  

i n  h i s  s e r v i c e .  The g u n s  end h o r s e s  a p p e a r e d

good of  t h e ir  k i n d ,  b u t  t h e  s a d d l e s  and h a r n e s s  

w ere  i n c i f f e r e n t .  While  t h e  r e v i e w  was g o i n g  on 

he s e n t  f o r  some G h o r c h e r a s  by name and o r d e r e d  

them  t o  l i r e  a t  a  L o t a h . B a j a  L h i a n  S i n g h  was 

a l s o  requ ired  t o  prove h i s  s k i l l  i n  f i r i n g  a  

s i x  p o u n d e r  a t  C l ih a te h  p l a c e d  a t  a b o u t  one h u n d r e d  

an d  f i f t y  p aces  from t h e  g u n .  He sen t  two b a l l s



through i t  out o i  tnree s h o t s .  The *aha *iaja 

aaia th a t  i t  was an e x e r c ia e  o i which he was 

very Iona in  I l ls  you th , having o i t e n  l e v e l l e d  

a gun himae l i  i n  a c t io n .  That when h i s  la t h e r  

uieu  he l e i  t  twenty thousand rounus oi sn o t ,  

in  s t o r e ,  which he expeiiueu in  t i r i n g  a t  marks. 

The c o u v e r su t io n  was oi a d e s u lto r y  n a tu r e •

He re iex ’reu to  the i i r s t  s ie g e  o i  Bhurtpocre;  

the com parative e x c e l l e n c e  o i  Mauras ana Bengal 

Bopahees, ana the  g r e a t  s u p e r io r i t y  o l r e g u la r  

in in n tr y  over every  other d e s c r ip t io n  o l  troops*  

The rev iew  b e in g  concluded lie in tro a u ceu  the  

Commnuant ana o th ers  to me ana gave me my 

l e a v e .

11 imii u c m
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a g r e ea b ly  to  the in t im a t io n  conveyed in  

my l a s t  l e t t e r  of  the 5 th  in s t a n t  1 beg le a v e  

to  re p o r t  th a t  I had my audience of le a v e  

from th e  Maha h a ja  h u n jee t  Singh on the morn

in g  o f  the 7 th  and proceeded the n ext day to 

wards Loouianah where 1 a r r iv e d  on the 13th  

i n s t a n t .

2 .  h i s  h ig h n e ss  r e c e iv e d  me w ith  n e a r ly  the  

same cerem onies  and in  the same p la ce  a s  in  

aty in tr o d u c to r y  v i s i t  to  him.

3 .  Im m ediately  a f t e r  my a r r iv a l  he in trod u ced  

me to Sher Singh who had J u st  come to  C ourt,

When in q u ir in g  o f  me in  the in te r v ie w  of the  

2 6 th  u ltim o  whether the B r i t i s h  Government 

rewarded the s p e c ia l  s e r v ic e s  o f  i t s  tr o o p s ,  

the maha h a ja  observed th a t  he had sen t Lour 

Sher Singh a p r e se n t  of  5,uOQ ru p ees  a f t e r  h i s  

l a t e  v ic t o r y  over Synd Ahmed and th a t  in s t e a d

o f  a p p r o p r ia t in g  i t  to  h im s e lf  he had d i s t r ib u t e d  

i t  among h i s  fo r c e  b e s id e s  i i s ,  2 5 ,0 0 0  of h i s  own



money. Sher Singh p a rta k es  l a r g e ly  o f  th a t  

s p i r i t  o f  l i b e r a l i t y  which c h a r a c te r i s e s  His  

H ig h n e ss ’ s d i s p o s i t i o n  toward h i s  tro o p s ,  whe

ther fo r  d is t in g u is h e d  conduct a g a in s t  an enemy, 

or pre-em inence in  m i l i t a r y  e x e r c i s e s .  While 

p r a c t i s i n g  h i s  Surdars and Ghorcherahs in  f i r i n g  

a t  marks which the Maha Ha j a  i s  o f te n  in  the 

h a b it  o f  d o in g , the names o f  th ose  who are the  

most ex p er t  are a t  once taken down in  w r it in g  

and the s u c c e s s fu l  ca n d id a te s  are rewarded by 

shaw ls, h o r s e s ,  go ld en  b r a c e l e t s  of v a r io u s  

value accord in g  to  the rank or s k i l l  o f  the  

r e c e i v e r s .  Im m itating th e se  popular q u a l i t i e s  

of His H ighness Sher Singh has a more than a 

common m o t iv e .  Independently  of  h i s  p r e d i l i c -  

t io n  fo r  m i l i t a r y  fame, he i s  a m b itiou s  and 

b ears  a h ig h  ch a ra c ter  among the S ikhs fo r  h i s  

i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  a c t i v i t y  and courage , They con

s id e r  him a s  the moBt l i k e l y  person to  ob ta in  

e v e n tu a l ly  the S o v ere ig n ty  o f  the Punjab to  the  

e x c lu s io n  o f  hour kherek S ingh . The ir e n c h  

o f f i c e r 8 e n t e r t a in  the same o p in io n .

4 .  i i v e  Surdars who were in  a c t io n  w ith  the
e

3yl^ds were a l s o  p resen t  a t  Court. The &aha Haja 

p o in te d  them out to  me name by name, m entioned  

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  and spoke of t h e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  

m erit  s .  He then  addressed  me regard in g  L ieu ten -



I-f 6

aot Borne a, sa iu  tn a t  n ia  p ro g r e ss  was very slow  

4 or 5 ivos a a ay and tn a t  h i s  lon g  confinem ent  

to  a boat must be very irksome* An io e a  nau 

en tered  H is n ig n n e ss  mind tn a t  the p a rty  would 

disembark at Multan* I s ta te u  th a t  they had 

not I b e l i e v e  any t e n t s  or equipage io r  march

in g  and b e s iu e s  th a t  a journey  by water was 

more p r a c t ic a b le  in  the ra in y  season  when the 

L ieu te n a n t  would be e n te r in g  the Havee than  

one by lan d , to  which he r e a u i ly  a ssen teu *

"I nope," he aaueu^that you w i l l  j o in  me a t  

Lahore when L ieu ten a n t Burnes a r r i v e s .  I 

have w r i t t e n  to  the Governor General that 1 

w ish  io r  your a ttend ance  ana s h a l l  g iv e  you 

t im e ly  n o t ic e  ox h i s  approach, my in t e n t io n  

i s  to  p a s 8 away the time i n  the v i c i n i t y  o f  Adin- 

anughur u n t i l  I hear th a t  the party  has reached  

M ooltan ana then I s h a l l  descend by the H av i, 

in  a boat io r tn w ith  to  Lahore,"

5 .  He now p r e s e n te e  me w ith  a l e t t e r  irom 

the Governor General in  r e p ly  to  the one whioh 

1 u e l iv e r e u  irom His Lordship and began to  

e x p a t ia t e  on the g r e a t  f r ie n d s h ip  which sub

s i s t e d  between tne two s t a t e s  th a t  the advan

tages f o r e t o ld  by S ir  C harles  Metcalfe had 

in  r e a l i t y  come to pasB* The maha Haja had



made tne same o b se r v a tio n  to  me b e fo r e ,  in  

speaking o i  Gir H ila r ie s , o i  h i s  co n flu en ce  in  

him ana h i s  r i s e  in  the Honourable company1s 

s e r v ic e :  "X expect;*1 H is H ighness con tin u ed ,

"that you w i l l  a ssu re  the Governor General 

tn a t  X am a c tu a te u  by the most c o r u ia l  s e n t i 

ments o l  attachm ent lo r  nim and h i s  Government 

ana th a t  1 nave noth ing  more a t  h eart  than the  

u e s ir e  oi improving and p e r p e tu a tin g  the r e l a 

t i o n s  wnich e x i s t  between me and the B r i t i s h  

Government*

The maha Ha j a  then in q u ir e d  i f  I was go in g  im- 

m e a ia te ly  to  H is L ordsh ip . He s a id ,  "1 hear the  

Governor General has gone to  Hotgurh* what stay  

uoea he make there? How ia r  has the roau which  

p a s s e s  Bimlah been ex ten a ed , ana where i s  i t  

in ten u eu  to  be carried?"  There i s  an op in ion  

in  the runjab th a t  the B r i t i s h  Government i s  

u e s ir o u s  o l  opening a communication w ith  Casfr- 

mere by the ro u te  o l  kanawar anu the S ikhs imag

in e  th a t  the roau in  q u e s t io n  i s  p r o je c te d  w ith  

th a t  v iew .
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