The Extension of British Influence in and

around the Gulf of Aden, 1865 -~ 1905

A thesis
presented for the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy
in the

University of London

by Robert Walter Canning Large

June 1974

Vol i

School of Oriental and African Studies



## $%&

+) *
6 . +)
8
HH#2.
1 ( 11()

%

+ -

, t)

% (

2



Abstract

In 1865, Aden was an insecure, undervalued, Indian
outpost. Non-intervention in Yemehi‘affairs was official
policy. British influence inland was non-existent; and
in the Gulf of Aden it was declining.

By 1905, Aden was a major Imperial base, an
international trading, shipping and telegraphic centre;
and its population had doubled. Britain dominated the
Gulf of Aden.

In 1866-67 Resident W. Merewether disregarded
official policy and destroyed Fadhll tribal power. This
benefitted Aden and the Abdali chiefs. The Abdalis
expanded their territory and influence, as British clients.
Britain purchased the Little Aden peninsula; and, when
the Ottoman reoccupation of Yemen threatened the Abdalis,
British pressure enforced an Ottoman withdrawal.

Strategic British requirements dictated the
acquisition of more Abdali territory, in 1882, and
agreements with Arabian coastal chiefs, between 1876 and
1888. By the acquisition of British Somaliland (1884-88),
forelgn bases were virtually excluded from the Gulf of
Aden.

Official British policy in the Yemen interior from



1886 was to allow the reoccupation of the ‘Amiri' area
by the Ottomans, but successive Residents éupporfed the
Amir against Ottoman pressure. During the Boundary
Commission (1902 - 1905), Aden officials circumvented
their conciliatory India Office instructions, and with
Lord Curzon's support and the Ambassadort!s co=-operation
at Constantinople, the Cabinet was bamboézled into an
expansionist policy. The Ottomans were bullied into
surrendering territory.

British expansion, notably between 1865 and 1888,
was a triumph of character by the limited Residency
staff over adverse circumstances, with occasional timely
naval visits. It owed much to three Britons and one
Persian-Arab, The acquisition of Somaliland was the

personal achievement of Major F.M. Hunter.
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Note on the spelling of Arabic and Ottoman names, and

on references:

For simplicity, diacritical dots and the letters
hamza. and 'ain have been omitted. Thus the accepted

English usage Aden is written instead of 'Aden.

Ottoman names and titles are spelt like the Arabic

names and titlese.

Some Aden file references give only the folio
number and not the date of the letter. Some Aden files
were partly termite-eaten and full details were therefore

not always available,

References to published book titles are gndenlined,iﬂ
single inverted commas, while article titles are in

double inverted commas.

Abbreviations, for manuscript sources, are listed

in an appendix at the end.

tForeign Office'! is used throughout for the British



Foreign Office; and 'Foreign Department! is used for

the Government of India's Foreign Department.
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Section 1. Introduction

The area described in this thesis covers the
southernmost portion of the Republic of the Yémén, the
greater part of the People's Democratic Republic of
Yemen, and the adjoining pért of Dhofar (1). The French
territory of Afars and Issas, and the adjoining coastal
region of the Republic of Somalia. as far west as, and
slightly south of, Cape Guardaful are also included (1).
So is the island of Socotra (1). The area, in relation
to Arabia, the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf, is shown in
Map A, During the period under discussion, the British
used the term 'the Yemen' to describe the area between

Asir and the Gulf of Aden (2). The Yemen was bordered by

(1) Introductory remarks to the Somali Coast, Socotra
and Dhofar are given in their respective Chapters
(6 and 5).

(2) E.g. Sketch map facing p.87,
F.M. Hunter's tAccount of the British Settlément of

Aden', 1877, reprinted London, 1968. (Hereafter

Hunter, ‘Aden').

Maj. Gen. Maitland's preface, page x of G.W. Bury's

'The Land of Uz', London 1911. Maitland was Officiating

Resident, Aden 1901 - 1904, (Hereafter Bury, 'Uz!).
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the Red Sea to the west and by the desert fringes of
Hadhramaut to the east. Aden was a Yemeni port. The
British habit of distinguishing between !the Yemen' under
the Imam, and 'the British Protectorate 6f Aden! afose
after 1920, That distinction emphasized an artificial,
political, separation between two parts of the Yemen. 1In
Arabic, 'the Yemen' was applied originally to all the
country 6n the right—hand side of anobserver in Mecca
looking eastwards. That included all S.W. Arabia.
Subsequently, the district of Asir was distinguished as
a separate area (1). Within the Yemen, a tribesman would
refer to himself by his tribe, and a non-tribesman would
refer to his village or town area, to describe his place
of origin (2).

Hadhramaut lies to the east of the Yemen (3). The
territory of the Bal Ubaid Confederation and of the Wahidi
tribes forms the western boundary to Hadhramaut. To the

north is the Bub AlKhalil desert. The Gulf of Aden is to

(1)  _»~+f t'the rough' is a mountainous area.
(2) Cf. N. Malcolm 'Five Years in a Persian Town', p.39-40,

London, 1905.
(3) See Map A,
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the south and the country of the Mahra is to the east.
In 1936,‘Harold Ingrams, as First Political Officer at
the Aden Residencybgave the local usage for the name as
covering the coast between Balhaf on the west and Seihut
on the east, and the Valley of the Hadhramaut and its
tributaries in the interior (1). In this thesis the area
stretches as far west as the Wadi Hajr only. Balhaf was
the harbour for Azzan, the Wadi Meifaa and the Upper
Aulaqi area to the north. Balhaf therefore properly
belongs to the Yemen (2). Apart from the small and
isolated anchorage and settlement of Bir Ali, the coast
east of Balhaf is barren and empty. The Wadi Hajar
therefore makes a fitting western border for Hadhramaut.
To the people of S.W. Arabia the geographical and tribal
borders of the Yemen and Hadhramaut were clearly defined.
Strong local loyalties existed. Men's home origins were

discernible by variations in dialect (3), and, to a lesser

(1) Colonial Office Publication No. 123,on Hadhramant,

H.M.S5.0., 1936. p.7 (Hereafter Colonial 123).

(2) 1Ibid p.72. This usage 1s supported by the Aden Trade
Registration Office's exclusion of Balhaf, and of
Bir Ali to the east; from the list of Hadhrami ports.

(3)W.Thesiger 'Arabian Sands‘', Penguin reprint, 1968.

p.152. (Hereafter Thesiger, 'Sands').
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extent, in dress and behaviour (1). The Hadhramis, and
the Bedouin to the north and the west of Hadhramaut,
referred to the Bedouin inhabitants of Jauf and Nejran,
collectively, as 'the people in the direction towards
which prayer was made '(2). The Yemenis referred to the

Bedouin, to their east, as 'the people of the sunrise' (3).

The populations in the Yemen and in Hadhramaut lived
under conditions that had changed little in the previous
thousand years (4). Each community was organised on a
tribal basis (5). There were well-marked social
differences between the classes of the people. At the
top were the tribal chiefs, who held their position so

(1) Hunter ‘*Aden' p.k5.

(2) &l Jol  (anl M1Qibleh) G.W. Bury 'Arabia
Infelix*'. London, 1915 p.32. (Hereafter; Bury ‘'Arabia').

(3) il - Jal  (an1 miMushriq) ibid.

(&) H.F. Ingraﬁs 'Arabia and the Isles!', London 1942, p.95.

(Hereafter Ingrams, 'Arabia').
(5) For details of the Kathiri tribal system in 1936 see
Colonial 123, p.8k%.
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léng as they retained tribal support (1). The leader of
a confederation of tribes needed to retain the support

of the tribal leaders (2) whose tribes belonged to, or
were coerced into, the confederation (3). Similarly,
tribal leaders needed the support of the heads of their
tribal sections, even as section leaders needed to retain
the support of the families in their sections. These
tribesmen included settled and nomadic groups; and,
sometimes, sections of both groups were to be found in
one tribe. But no contemporary papers are available to
show what proportion of the population was settled. Much
of the area was still unknown to British officers, and
the Foreign and India Offices discouraged British, and
still more foreign, visitors (4). Outside the main towns,
non-tribal Muslims were dominated by their tribal neighbours.
With the exception of Sultans' followers, non-tribesmen
did not usually carry arms. The Jews of Habban were

probably the only Jewish exception. But all men carried

(1) Bury 'Uz', p.344.
(2) Colonial 123, p.Wl

(3) Diagram A shows the structure of a Confederation.
(4) 10L. L/P&S/10 File 1202/1912. Sir Edward Grey -
HBMA, Copenhagen, 11.7.11
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a general purpose knife which could be used for fighting.
In this thesis, 'tribe’.is used where the Arabic
word 'qabilah' ( a)ugés) would be used locally.
Confederation'would of ten be more accurate, in
anthropological terms, since, in many such 'tribes', the
members of the confederation did not share é common
ancestor (1). Instead, one tribe had elected a leader
from thelr own members, or from some alien stock, and
that leader then secured, or imposed, some degree of
suzerainty over the neighbouring, and previously independent,
tribes. The Fadhli *tribe' illustrates this process.
It was named after Fadhl bih Uthman, whose father was
selected by the Merqashi tribesmen, because of his
intelligence and character, to be their chief (2). By
local tradition Uthman was born about 1600 A.D., the son
of an Arab woman who was, reputedly, with child by a
Sultan of Turkey. His mother was brought to Shuqra from
Constantinople by a Seiyid. The child Uthman was brought
up at AlSarriyah { amongst the Merqashi tribe(3).

(1) Cf. Bury, 'Uz', p.344.

(2) Assistant Adviser's Handing-Over Notes for the
Central Area, W.A.P. 1957. Writer's copy.
(3) This is written as spelt and not as pronounced

AsSarriyah.
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Similarly, the Abdali, Aulaqgi, Amiri, Haushabi, and
possibly the Alawi 'tribes' had chiefs of alien stock.
In the Hadhramaut, the Quaiti chief was of immigrant,
Yafai, stock.

There were South Arabian confederations, and tribes,
who traced their origins back to a common ancestor, but
even such tribes adopted sections from other tribal stock
as fellow tribesmen.

Diagram A provides examples of alien Murri tribesmen
adopted into the Manahil tribe (1). There is therefore
some e milarity to the old Scotch clan system, where
'broken men', either as individuals, or as a group, from
another tribe were accepted into another tribal structure (2).
There, too, another clan, too small to protect itself,
might enter into an agreement with a neighbouring clan
for protection and mutual assistance (3). Thus, in
Diagram A, the small Somiah clan was bound with the
neighbouring Manahil (4%). As in Scotland, clans and septs
could separate into a larger number of distinct septs

founded by clansmen who had become powerful, or in some

(1) Note 6 Diagram A
(2) G.R. Bain 'The Clans & Tartans of Scotland?!, Glasgow,

1938. (Hereafter Bain, *Clans') p.37.

(3) Bain, 'Clans', p.40.

(4) Note 8 Diagram A.
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way prominent (1). The Bait Hashaush, Bait Atoni and
Bait Rawan septs of the Bait alMaashani subtribe of the
Manahil illustrate how new septs could arise. Following
a disagreement within the Bait Hashaush, after the

killing of a neighbouring AlKathir tribesman, the sept
broke into three. The old Bait Hashaush and the new

Bait Rawan septs arranged a peace agreement with AlKathir,
from which the new Bait Atoni sept was excluded. This
internal division within the Bait Hashaush, and the
killing which gave rise to it, weakened the position of
the Bait Hashaush, who had held the chiefship within the
Bait AlMaashani. The chiefship then passed into the

Bait Salmin sept (2). The best interest of the whole
tribal community was the decisive factor in selecting
tribal leaders, Where a confederation was based on force,
and not on a blood relationship, there was a tendency for
such a 'tribe! to expand under a dominant leader and to
contracf under a weak one. Natural ‘tribes', by contrast,
had épore stable territorial basis aﬁd a greater common

identity of interest.

+ + + + +

(1) Bain, 'Clans', p.37.

(2) Note 4, Diagram A,



The influential soclal class of the Seiylds
existed outside the tribal structure (1). They claimed
direct descent from the Prophet through his son-in-law,
Ali, They kept outside tribal quarrels and did not
generally carry arms. They were respected for their
ancestry, and for their religious knowledge which was
the only formal schooling of the area. They were often
the mediators in personal, and in inter-tribal, quarrels (2).
But the execution of their awards depended upon the
litigants! acceptance of the Seiylds' decisions. In the
Hadhramaut, all Seiyids claimed descént from Seiyid
Ahmed bin Isa AlMuhajir (3). They had their own system
for regulating affairs between themselves (4). Their
social system had similarities with the local tribal

(1) Colonial 123, p.36-40 deals with the position of

the Selyids in Hadhramaut.
(2) Cf. Colonial 123, p.86 on their meditation in a

dispute at the Hadhrami village of Ghurfa.
(3) Freya Stark 'The Southern Gates of Arabia‘, p.1l85,

London 1940,
(+) The AL Ba Alawi Agreement, Arabic copy, made in 1965
in Tarim by Seiyid Alawi AbdArRahman bin Shahab from

family paperse.
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system, and many families kept careful genealogies
showing their connections with very distant branches
living abroad. That made it more difficult for a
stranger to declare himself, unjustifiably, to be a.
Selyid, and so to benefit by their privileges. Most of
these Seilyid families were settled, but there were semi-
nomadic families living amongst some Bedouin tribes (1).
All Seiyids preserved their exclusiveness, outside
the tribal system, because their womenfolk might not
marry a non-Seiyid. Seiyids, however, could marry women
of all communities. By Jjudiecious marriages with the
daughters of prominent tribesmen individual Seiyids were
able to gain increased tribal support. Indeed, amongst
the Zéidi tribes, in the Yemen, their Imam had to be
a Selyid (2). He was a political, as well as a religious
leader. Only if the Imam lacked the necessary qualities
could an additional, political and military, leader, who

was not a Seiyid, be recognised by the tribesmen (2).

+ + + + +

(1) Colonial 123, Note 1, p.40.
(2) 1IOL AF File No. 528 of 1928.

A note on the Zaldi Imamate of Sanaa by Captain
M. Fazluddin, T.M.S., Political Officer, Hodaida,
1918-1924. (Hereafter Fazluddin, 'Notes!).
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Another small, but locally influential group was
that of the various families of Mushaikh (i). In theory
they neither raided, nor were raided by, tribesmen. 1In
practice, both Seiyids and Mushaikh could have their
property looted (2). But a personal request to the
offender's chief might secure restoration. The term
‘Mushaikh' meant tpeople with knowledge' (1). There were
both settled and ﬁomadic Mushaikh, including some small
Bedouin septs. Like the Seiylds, the Shalkhs filled the
roles of inter-tribal peace-makers. They probably
replaced, or continued from,the priesthood of the pre-
Islamic religion as the principal arbitrators and, in
settled areas, scholars, until partly displaced in their
turn by the incoming Seiyids in the ninth century. They
even acquired political power. One of the AlBureik
Mushaikh of the Shabwa area established a dynasty which
ruled over Shihr and the adjacent coast of Hadhramaut (3).

(1) Handing Over Notes, Northern Desert Areas, Aden
Protectorate 1958. Writer's Copy.

(2) 10L LA Res. No. 800 of 23.12.65 to SGB reported a
Seiyid pleading with the Fadhli chief for the return
of a looted donkey.

(3) 4%.11 n.2
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The exact status of the Mushaikh in the South Arabian

socizl system at this time remains obscure.

Slaves in the Yemen and in Hadhramaut were generally
in the possession of the more powerful rulers of settled
areas (1). They were employed as servants and as armed
retainers (2). They were not influential amongst the
settled tribesmen and were rare amongst the Bedouin (3).
The latter had no inducement to keep slaves. On the
whole, slaves were treated well in Arabia (4). But, even
vhen they were freed, they were still regarded as
belonging to a separate, and lower, caste from the rest

of the population (5). In the areas under British

(1) Colonial 123, p.it3 for Hadhramaut in 1936. Conditions

had probably changed little in the previous 70 years.
(2) Bury 'Uz' p.297
(3) W.G. Palgrave 'Central and Eastern Arabia', p.271/272,

London, 1871 (Hereafter Palgrave ‘Arabial)
(4+) Bury 'Uz', p.301.

C.M. Doughty Vol. 1 'Travels in Arabia Deserta', Cambridge,

1888, reprinted London, Jan. 1949 p.604% (Hereafter

Doughty 'Deserta')

Lt. Col. Sir A.T. Wilson 'The Persian Gulf! Oxford, 1928.

p.214/5, referring particularly to E. Arabia.
(5) Bury 'Uz', p.278
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influence there was probably most intermarriage between
slaves and Arabs, in Lahej (1). On the west coast of the

Yemen it was common (é).

Stability in the Yemen, or in Hadhramaut, depended
largely upon the quality of leadership and on the
relations between leaders at the head of the tribal
groupings (3). The tribal leader was the ultimate judge
in disputes between individuals, sections, or tribes,
in tribal areas (4). Until the partial Ottoman
re-occupation, beginning in 1872, there was not even a

nominal single administrative authority for the Yemen.

(1) Bury 'Uz' p.348.
(2) G.W. Bury ‘'Arabia' p.29.
(3) Colonial 123 p.80 and p.8lk.

(4) Ibid. p.132-133 for an assessment of the role of the
chief amongst the Kathiris; and Tape-recording by
AlBukheit bin Salim bin Laksar of the Bait Atoni
Manahil on the role of the Mugaddam amongst the
Manahil. Recorded in Aden, 1966, by the writer.



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































