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THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN A BI-JURAL COUNTRY -

THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON

by
Carlson Emmanuel Wunde ANYANGWE

ABSTRACT

This work i1s an exercise in practical comparative
law. It examines how justice is administered in a unitary
State with two extraneous legal systems, the common law and
the civil law. The whole work is divided into six main parts.
Part One explores the phenomenon of law in pre-colonial
societies and explains how Cameroon came to have two extraneous
legal systems. The German, French and British systems of
colonial justice in Cameroon are critically discussed in Part
Two. Part Three takes the machinery of Justice as its focus
of dinquiry. It begins with a survey of the ccnstitutional
setting and them proceeds to deal with the courts system and the
outward manifestation of the legal order - the magistracy and
the legal profession. Part Five treats the administration of
criminal and military justice while Part Four concentrates on
those branches of the civil law on which there is now a common

substantive law and procedure, namely, labour law, le contentieux

administratif, and customary law. Part Six rounds off this

study with an examination of a number of topical issues - human
rights, law reform, legal education, and the cost of justice.

The entire thesis runs to twenty chapters. Style and treatment
have not been the same in all of them. Nor has an attempt been
made to give equal space and attention to each part or chapter -
as if one were dividing an academic cake into symmetrical slices.
There are topics which call for and have received more detalled

analysis than others.
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lation)

Decree No. 73/774 of 11 December 1973 .(Prisons
administration)

Decree No. 74/26 of 11 January 1974 (Social Insurance)

Decree No. 74/138 of 18 February 1974 (General Rules
and Regulations of the Public Service)

Decree No. 74/357 of 17 April 1974 (National Forestry
regime)

Decree No. 75/596 of 25 August 1975 (Rules & Regulations
governing the Judicial & Legal Service)

Decree No. 76/247 of 24 June 1976 (Amendment to Judicial
and Legal Service decree)

Decree No. 76/521 of 9 November 1976 (Legal aid)
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Décret

Décret

Décret
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Décret

Décret
Décret
Décret
Décret
Décret
Décret
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No.

No.
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du

du

du

du

du

du

du

du

du

du

du

du

du

du

du

Xxxvi.

76/570 of L4 December 1976 to grant certain
powers relating to personnel management to
Governors of Provinces and Prefects '

78/188 of 2 June 1978 (Reorganisation of the
Ministry of Justice)

16 avril 1913 (création de justices de paix
8 compétence étendue en Afrique équatoriale
francaise)

6 mai 1916 (service de la Jjustice dans les
territoires- occupés de l'ancien Cameroun)

12 janv. 1917 (réorganisation du service
de la Jjustice dans les territoires occupés de
l'ancien Cameroun)

14 avril 1920 (création de conseil du con-
tentieux administratif au Cameroun)

8 aoQit 1920 (création du tribunal de premiére
instance de Douala)

29 déc. 1922 (création des tribunaux francais
au Cameroun)

16 avril 1924 (French Head of State may render
French laws executory in Cameroun)

31 juillet 1927 (justice indigene)

30 nov. 1929 (suppression des mariages des
impubéres)

26 fevr. 1931 (procédure pénale devant les
tribunaux francais)

21 nov. 1933 (application du Code d'Instruction
Criminelle au Cameroun)

11 mai 1934 (réorganisation du service de 1la
justice dans les colonies)

31 déc. 1934 (réorganisation judiciaire au
Cameroun)

30 juin 1936 (réorganisation judiciaire au
Cameroun)

17 juillet 1944 (Code pénal indigéne)

26 juillet 1944 (tribunaux indigénes)





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































