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ABSTRACT

This thesis is restricted to a study of pol-
itical persuasion on the part of the Vietnamese Comm-
unists., It is further limited to a period of some
ten years, from the political debut of the Viet Minh
{1944~45) until their victory at Dien Bien Phu and
triumphal return to Hanoi, towards the end of 1954,

The aim of the research is to evaluate the
elements essential to the success of Communist per-
suasion in North Viet Nam,

To achieve this, it is necessary briefly to re-
view the perennial struggle of the Vietnamese nation,
which Communist agit-prop successfully exploited.
Another background chapter ‘describes the socio=-politi-
cal context of the early 1940's when the Viet Minh
prepared their public appearance,

Then, political persuasion is studied through
Communist documents and publications, especially the
numerous addresses and messages of Ho Chi Minh, These
are related to the principal campaigns organised by
the Communists in order to attract, inspire, and moti-
vate the Vietnamese people to co-operate with them:
the National Salvation organisations and the theme of
Independence and Freedom; the Alliance policy and the
theme of National Unity; the consoliflation of national
power amidst conflicts and the theme of coneiliation
for future advance; the nation-wide war and the theme
of certain victory; and the complex programme of
national resistance and nation-building with the theme




of "Peace and Democracy",

The final chapter attempts to identify the

principal elements which made possible the Viet Minh's

success in persuading and mobilising the people to
implement their political plans which finally led to
the establishment of a socialist-communist regime,

This study contributes a more comprehensive pre-

Vietnamese literature of Communist

sentation of the
persuasion than was previously available. It offers
a tentative analysis of the method and techniques
successfully applied by the Vietnamese Communists to
the preparation, dissemination, and exploitation of
the persuasive message in the achievement of their
political aims.

It is suggested that further xresearches and sim-
ilar analysis concerning the post-Geneva period (from
1955-56 to 1973), which coincides with the American

involvment in Viet Nam, will produce rewarding results

and provide a highly interesting comparative study.
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INTRODUCTION

Though not directly involved in the Second World
War, Viet Nam was an area of dispute between the
French and the Japanese, Consequently, the outcome
of the War deeply affected the people of that tiny
country.

Together with the complex international events
of the early 1940's, the French defeat in March 1945
and the Japanese surrender in August of the same year
precipitated the final collapse of the old order:
eighty years of French colonial rule came to an end
and the Nguyen dynasty which had lasted nearly 250
years, was removed, A new chapter opened in the
history of the nation with the public appearance of
the Viet Minh and the birth of the Democratic Repub-
lic of Viet Nam,

In fact, the situation which the Viet Minh encoun-
tered in 1945, was confused, riddled with conflicts,
and fraught with seemingly insuperable difficulties.
International observers and Vietnamese nationalist
leaders were pessimistic to the point of agreeing with
some prophets of doom that the Viet Minh days were
numbered.,

However, the Viet Minh survived, The Provisional
Government of Ho Chi Minh became official and permanent.
When the French forces returned, militarily well equiped,
to insist on a modus vivendi, the almost empty handed
Viet Minh left Hanoi for the jungle to wage a protracted
war of resistance,
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Bight years later, the Viet Minh surprised the
whole world with their historic victory at Dien Bien
Phu. After signing the Geneva Accords in July 1954,
the same Governmment of Ho Chi Minh triumphantly re-
occupied Hanoi to install a Communist regime in the
Northern half of Viet Nam,

This remarkable achievement deserves close study,
in particular the element on which the whole Viet
Minh success was founded, namely political persuasion,

Before examining the Viet Minh literature of
persuasion, it is necessary, briefly, to review the
history of the Vietnamese people, which records their
persistent struggle through the centuries and offers
an inspirational source of persuasion (Chapter 1),
Next, a brief account of the Indochinese Communist
Party is presented against the background of Viet-
namese society in the early 1940's (Chapter II).

Then, the Communist work of persuasion is studied
through the plans, directives, appeals, publications,
and other forms of agit-prop of the Viet Minh Govern-
ment and Party, from the early 1940's to 1954, Since
Ho Chi Minh was the founder of the Indochinese Commun-
ist Party, prime mover of the Viet Minh organisation,
father of the Democratic Republic, and president of
the Government, his appeals are cited as principal’
sources and are corroborated by quotations from other
"comrade leaders", such as Truong-Chinh and Vo Nguyen
Giap.

In general, chronological order is followed because
it is useful in unfolding the gradual implementation of




Communist plans, Nevertheless, the study concentrates
on the principal campaigns and their themes which prov-
ed irresistible as they reflected the aspirations of
the people, and represent, at the same time, the succ-
essive milestones in the "minimum programme" of the
Viet Minh towards socialism,

Thus, the noble ideal of Independence and Free-
dom attracted the Vietnamese to the Cuu Quoc (Saving
“the Country) organisations of the Viet Minh Front
(Chapter III), while the theme of National Unity per-
suaded other political parties and different social,

political, and religious elements, to ally themselves
with the undeclared Communists within a national unit-
ed front such as the Lien Viet (Chapter IV). If
conflicting forces prevented the progressive implement-

ation of Communist plans, the Viet Minh leaders proved
flexible enough to practice conciliation, conduct

negotiation, and sign compromise agreements, with a
view to disarming their opponents, and gaining time
for future advance (Chapter V).

When the French Government decided to use superior
military power to enforce a modus vivendi, the Viet

Minh appealed to patriotic sentiments, invoked the tra-
dition of persistent struggle, and cited the "indomit-
able spirit" of the most respected national heroes to
thrust the people into the battlefield with the deep
conviction of final success (Chapter VI),

Chapter VII presents the complex programme during
the Registance War, which demanded of the entire nation
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total sacrifice for complete victory, and at the same
time, urged enthusiastic co-operation in the gresat

task of nation-building, EBvery Vietnamese was strong-
1y motivated to concentrate all his efforts on achiev-
ing Peace and Democracy only to find later, after
paying a high price for the patriotic war, a "peace-
ful" installation of "People's Democracy", i.e,, the
dictatorship of the proletariat which brooked no oppos-
ition. In a sense, this exploitation of ambiguity
summarises the Communist success in Viet Nam, and points
to the adroit way by which the Viet Minh reached their

goals.

Chapter VIII, the last one, attempts a short analy-
sis of the surprising success of the Communist Viet Minh
in North Viet Nam, by describing the magnetic person-
ality of Ho Chi Minh and briefly explaining the five-
point methodical approach and the ten principal tech-
niques employed in Communist persuasion,




Chapter 1

VIET-NAM: an indomitable nation

Though the Republic of Viet-Nam is very young, the
Vietnamese nation is ancient, with an often turbulent
recorded history extending back over two millenia.

While the earliest periods remain shrouded in myths
and legends, it is generally accepted by ethnographers
that-the Vietnamese people, if their ancestry is traced
back to the stone age, are products of an admixture of
the Austronesians, the Mongoloid-Thais and Yueh of South
China, This heterogeneous make-up may still be discerned
in the complex population of Viet-Nam today.

From its first emergence as a tiny independent
state ! it had to face, not only periodic calamities of
drought and flood, but the constant threat of invasion
from its powerful neighbour, the "Celestial Empire" of
China, Indeed, the early history of Viet~Nam records
1ittle else but a continuous struggle with "the North",
One consequence of so great a power imbalance between
two neighbours was that Viet-~Nam underwent a long Chinese
domination that lasted from 111 B.C, to 9%8 A,D, Thus
this tiny state near the Southern border was reduced
to a Chinese "Chou" (i,e., district) and named, some-
what contemptuously, "the Pacified South" (AN-NAM),

The Vielnamese spirit, however, was subdued but
never truly pacified. Despite the fact that Chinese
administrators contributed so greatly to the developing
Vietnamese culture and civilization, it required no more



than abuse of power from some of their number to induce
the indigenous people to take up arms and engage in bitter
conflict against their rulers, 2 But insurrections of
this nature were always quickly put down by the over-
whelming might of imperial forces from the North. Only
towards the middle of the tenth century, when they were
enabled to exploit China's serious domestic political
difficulties, did the Viets successfully terminate the
ten-century domination by force of arms, Concerning the
emergence of Viet-Nam as an autonomous kingdom p#ractically
independent of the huge Empire of China, a recent
historian has commented: "The very existence of Viet~
Nam as a separate country, and the survival of the Viet-
namese as a distinct people, must be regarded as a mir-
acle, for which scores of historians have so far tried

vainly to find a satisfactory explanation," E

Whatever the reasons, the conservation of national
identity of the Vietnamese people was ultimately rewarded
with nine hundred years of independence and separate
development, But even after she had established mnational
sovereignty, Viet-Nam still had to struggle for survival
and national government until the emergence of two great
dynasties, the Ly (1010~1225) and the Tran (1225-1400),
During that period, Viet-Nam enjoyed a large measure of
national security and achieved considerable progress in
the spheres of economics, government and culture. To
the indigenous traditions and Buddhist heritage, was added
the Confucianist system of political and social organis-
ation, National unity was personified in the supreme




power of the king, whse power extended downwards

(through the nine degrees of civil and military mand-
arinal hierarchy), to the lowest social and admini-
gtrative unit, the village. Universal military service,
a national system of tax collection, relief funds, the
development of irrigation and agriculture; these were
the outstanding hallmarks of this period of growth., But
growth was not the only feature of "the era of indepen-
dence and great dynasties" as it is usually called,

Those dynasties, long or short-lived, like any other
human institution, inevitably suffered at one time or
another, from the poisons of human ambitions, political
plotting and power corruption, It was the dispute over
the royal throne between the Tan and the Ho dynasties
that made possible a second Chinese intervention and a
fourth period of Chinese domination from 1407 to 1427, in
which great suffering and hardship afflicted the Viet~
namese,

The Ming occupation appeared to have two principal
objectives, the maximum economic exploitation of Viet-
namese resources and the replacement of Vietnamese culture,
which had developed during the centuries of independence,
by that of China, Wood mineral products, extracted by
enforced Vietnamese labour, were transported to China.,
Cults and rites, dress and customs, language and writings,
in fact, every indigenous feature, was replaced by a
Chinese counterpart in a deliberate attempt to destroy
Vietnamese separate national identity. The resulting
deep sense of grievance, which developed among the Viet~
namese, was later described in a typically oriental




fashion by the great writer Nguyen Trai: YAll the bamboo
of the Southern Mountains would not be suffieient to
provide the paper for recowding all their crimes",

It was just such fiery language of this statesman
and writer that stirred up the hearts and rallied the
hands of the Vietnamese around the national hero of the
15th century, Le Loi., After ten years of protracted
guerilla warfare, this outstanding leader succeeded in
expelling the Chinese to re-~establish Viet-Nam's indepen-
dence, rebuild national unity and found another great
dynasty, the Later Le,

That long enduring dynasty (1428-~1789) can boast of
the efforts to execute an altruistic land reform and an
austerity programme under Le Loi, of exceptional cultural
achievements during the reign of Le Thanh Ton (1461-1497)
such as the blossoming of Chu Nom literature, the compil-
ation of the Hong Duc legal code, the social and political
ethics inspired by neo-confucianism, the military reforms
and the successful southward expansion, But decadence
inevitably overtook this dynasty too, so that its later
rulers became the instigators of base and often brutal
political intrigues, of local revolts, palace coups and
civil wars,

Twice was the country divided into two warring
halves: once (1527-1592) by the Mac and the Le, and a
second time (1620~1788) by the Trinh and the Nguyen,

Both periods of partition were marked by bitter and bloody
civil wars, each lasting for half a century.

Profiting from the unrest and instability occasioned
by a developing political and economic crisis in South



Vietnam, the Tay Son Brothers 4

led a successful peasant
revolt to grasp the power from the Nguyen. When the
Trinh troops came to conguer the South, the Tay Son
chased them back to the frontier of China thus taking
over both the North and the South of Viet-Nam, The Le
King, a figurehead in the North, appealed to China for
help. Once again, Chinese troops came down as volun-
teers to help the dethroned Le King but were defeated

by Nguyen Hue, one of the Tay Son brothers who had

assumed the royal title of Quang Trung.

Having acceded to power in the wake of internal
disorders, the Tay Son engaged in family discord and
political malpractice, thereby generating fresh disorders,
They were themselves overthrown in 1802 by Prince Nguyen
Anh, who re-unified the country after nearly two cent-
uries of partition. This prince was proclaimed Emperor
and, with the reign title Gia Tong, founded the later
Nguyen dynasty that was to last nearly 150 years,

In his struggle to recapture that authority wielded
by his ancestors and lost to the Tay Son, Gia ILong had
been obliged to accept military and technical assistance
from a group of French men. Even after the successful
conclusion of the war their expertise was still needed,
but the new Emperor managed his dealings with these
valuable, but politically troublesome, Westerners so skil-
fully that their relations remained harmonious, His
immediate successors, Ming Mang and Tu Duc, mend® edu-
cated and trained in the steict Confucianist tradition,
believed their throne to be seriously threatened by the
"dangerous impaét" of the industrialized West on Vietnam,




6,

an influence they regarded as "barbarous" and "uncivilised".
Their reaction to the threat was to adopt an attitude of
arrogance and a policy of isolationism,

The behaviour of the royal court, together with the
complex haughtiness of manner displayed by the out~dated
mandarinate as they met the inflexibility of French autho~
rities, increased the mutual misunderstanding and religious
tension, building up towards violent confrontation and
open hostility. Torn by internal crisis and being in-
ferior in military equipment, Viet-Nam again lost her
independence, to be dominated by the French for nearly a
century,

From the day hostilities broke out and continually
during the whole period of French rule, the Vietnamese
people, brooding over their loss of national sovereignty,
refused to let their resentment and opposition die. This
incessant undercurrent of resistance was discernible in
every possible form: popular songs, satiric writings,
political essays, formal petitions, secret organisations,
and so forth, Better known were the insurrections led
by Emperor Ham Nghi, Phan Dinh Phung and the Literati, by
De Tham > and Tan Thuat 6, the resistance movements headed
by Phan Boi Chau, Phan Chau Trinh, Prince Cuong De ,...

From the 1920s, many new organisations were sel up
with the aim of ending the French domination: the
Constitutionalist Party of Cochinchina (1923%), the Revol-
utionary Association for a new Viet-Nam (Tan Viet Cach
Mang Dang, 1924), the Revolutionary Youth League (1925),
the People's Party of Viet-Nam (Viet Nam Quoc Dan Dang,



1927), the Communist Party of Indochina (1930), to name
only the important ones.

7

Even French writers were moved to deplore the
continuous political crisis in Viet-Nam, This crisis
8 and the Nghe-
Tinh Soviet. 2 Though these bloody encounters ended in

complete military failure, they were unmistakable

came to a head with the Yen Bai revolt

manifestations of a continuous resistance against French
rulers,

It was, indeed, characteristic of the Vietnamese
people that, as a result of long historical experience,
they were obsessed by a phobia of foreign domination
and exploitation, Sustained by the inspiring memory
of s0 many heroic leaders, they were stubbornly deter-
mined to oppose by all means, the French rule over Viet-
Nam, But, until the 1940's the formidable Secret
Service and the overwhelming legionary forces had crushe-
ed all insurrections and choked to death all nationalist
aspirations.

The Second World War, however, witnessed many
drastic changes in apparently stable situations all over
the world, The French administration in Indochina was
gradually eclipsed by the rising power of Japan until
the coup de grace of 9 March 1945 brought the French
domination to an abrupt end.,

Emperor Bao Dai introduced the Tran Trong ¥im
Cabinet with several young ministers while seversl:

Vietnamese political banners made their appearance and




8.

and various rumours were circulating,.. After a few months
of frustration, the New Cabinet resigned when it became
obvious that the Japanese had dislodged the French only

to occupy their seat and did not want Viet-Nam to have

its own army.,.

But only a week later, Japan was obliged to surr-
ender to the Allied forces, Taking advantage of the
opportunity this offered, the Communists quickly decided
to march out under the banner of the Vietnam Ieague for
Independence and to take over the country before the
arrival of allied forces, In the ensuing period the
Viet Minh (Vietnamese League for Independence) succeeded
in taking over the city of Hanoi, obtaining the resig-
nation of Bao Dai, establishing a "coalition Government"
under its own control and rallying the people for a
protracted war of resistance, that led to the partition
of Viet~Nam in the 1954 Geneva agreements,

After 25 years, it is still substantially the same
group of Viet Minh leaders who are building socialism in
the North and continuing the "liberation war" in the
South. Among the various elements contributing to their
success, persuasion, based on Vietnam's historic national
consciousness, played a very important, even fundamental
role,

While historians and ethnologists may still dispute
about the genesis of the Vietnamese national identity,
there exists no doubt that the Vietnamese people have

acquired an extraordinarily strong national consciousness
of which they have always been proud, For centuries,

Confucianism, the officially recognised doctrinein polit-
ical, social and .educational fields, has inculcated in



the Vietnamese mind and heart a strong sense of tradition.
In the most cherished heritage handed down from one gener-
ation to the next, was their tradition of heroic struggle
and amazing success against such powerful enemies as

China and Mongolia, The memory of their glorious vic-
tories, certainly offered a very effective element of
persuasion that the Communist leaders, as will be shown
later, never failed to exploit. But, before observing
the persuasion at work, it will be very helpful to examine
the concrete situation inside Viet-~Nam, with its enormous
difficulties, just before the Viet Minh made their debut,
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Tootnotes to chapter I

Introductory Background: Viet-Nam an

indomitable nation

Throughout the centuries, this country has been
known by several names: Van~Lang (5th century
B,G, = 257 B.C,), An-Lac (257-207 B,C.), Nam-
Viet (207-111 B.C,), Giao~Chi (111 B,C, = 203 A.D),
Giao-Chau (203-544), Van-Xuan (544-603%), An-Nam
(603-9%9), Dai-Co-Viet (969-1054), Dai-Viet
(1054=1400), Dai-Ngu (1400-1407), An-Nam (1407-
1427), Dai-Viet (1428-1802), Viet-Nam (1802~
1832), Dau-Nam (18%2-1945), Viet-Nam (from 1945),
Thus there have been at least twelve national
names, most of them have the term Viet (Yueh in
Chinese) which designates the leading ethnic
group., For convenience, the present name, Viet-
Nam, is being used throughout this study. Its
inhabitants are called Vietnamese or Viets for
short. _

During the Chinese domination, there were many up-
risings. Better known were the revolts led by
the Trung Sisters (40-4%), by Madam Trieu (248),
by Ly-Bon (544), by Mai Thuc Loan (722), by Khuc
Thua Du (905) and by Ngo Quyen who had won a
famous victory on the Bach Dang river (9%9).

Joseph Buttinger, The Smaller Dragon. New York:
F, Praeger, 1958, p.11,

They were Nhac, Iu and Hue, of a Ho family that
had emigrated from Nghe-An to Tay-Son, a small
village of the Binh-Dinh province. In order to
overcome tThe people's sense of loyalty to the
ruling dynasty in the South (the Nguyen), they
assumed the family name Nguyen. They also
"leaked out" the rumour that the Tay Son Brothers
had received the mandate of Heaven on a high
mountain,

His real name was Hoang Hoa Tham. This die~hard
guerilla leader, nicknamed "The Tiger of Yen-The",
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was harassing the French for some twenty years
(1887-191%) in the Bac-Giang area.

Tan Thuat or Nguyen Tien Thuat led an insurrec—
tion in Hai-Duon until 1892, when he had to take
refuge in China.

See for example Fernand Bernard, L'Iundochine,
erreurs et dangers: Un programme, Paris:
Charpentier, 1901,

The revolt broke out on 10 February 1930, being
led by the Nationalist Party.

Violent insurrections took place in many areas,
Under the leadership of the Communist Party of
Indochina, "soviets" were set up in some areas
of the provinces of Nghe-An and Ha-Tinh (1930~
19%1), but the whole movement was quickly
drowned in blood,

1.















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































