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ABSTRACT

(CH. I)

The Indo~Greeks or the Yavanas were not all hellenistic Greeks
gettled by Alexander and the Seleucids; They consisted also of earlier
settlers, who were anti-Macedoniang and who had probably mixed with
the Iranians. Their history must be studied against two backgrounds :
the aftermath of Alexander's invasion and the fall of the Mauryan
Bmpire.

( CH. II )

Their rise to power was lthe result of a revolt by Diodotus I.
thexrx consolidation of their kingdom was achieved by Buthydemus I
and his son Demetrius I. The far reaching conquests in India claimed
for Demetrius 1 are rejected and an attempt is made to show that the
Demetrius who is said to have conquered India by the Western Classical
sources was probably second Demetrius who struck bilingual coins.

( GH, TIT )
The extension pf Yavana Power in the Paropamisadae and Gandhar:
Pantaleon and
was made by Antimachus I, his successor Demetrius II,/Agathocles .
Bucratides successfully rebelled and annexed much of their Xm kingdom.
He was not related to the Seleucid Antiochus IV . The Joint-king who
murdered Eucratides I was possibly Plato. There is np proof of the
existence of Apollodotus I .
( CH, IV )
The climax of the Yavana Power was reached during thé reign of

Menander, the greatest of the Yavana kings. The actual extent of his

kingdom in India is discussed and due importance is given to the
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existence of regional Indian Powers in Madhyadeéa. The evidence of the
Yuga-purapa is analysed, and several hitherto accepted views are rejquf
ted. The Yavana kingdom at its climax did not extend beyond the Ravi.

( CH. V)

The kings after Bucratides and Menander are divided into groups
on the basis of their coin-types and are dealt with the help of the
geogravhical distribution of coins and the use of common monograms.

The discussion of Apollodotus is continued to show that there was
only one king of this name. A gap of fiafteen years is proposed in the
long reign of Strato I.

( CH. VI )

It has been shown that three distinct peoples, the éakas, the
Pahlavas and the Yleh~chih, overthrew the Yavana Power from three #xxX
different directions at different times,. Their movements are clearly
distinguished. The YlUeh-chih finally occupied Bactria proper much

later than 129-28 B.C., and there was a long gap between Hermaeus

and Kujula Kadfphises.

Three Appendices, five plates and three Maps and ¥ a select

Bibliography are included.
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PREFACE.

The importance of a story is not always proportionate to the
amount of material which has survived about it. In the early part of
the 18th.century two Bactrian coins were found and suggested to

Theophilus Bayer the plan of his work, "Historia Regni Graecorum

Bactriani published at St. Petersburgh in 1738. And exactly two
hundred years later in 1938 appeared the monumenfal work of Dr. (now
Sir) William Tarn, " The Greeks in Bactria aw® India ", of which a
second edition came out in 1951. The history of the Indo-Greeks is

in itself a long story of arduous research and no work can be done
without paying due credit to the investigations of James Prinsep,
C.lassen, H.H.Wilson, Alexander Cunningham, Percy Gardner, H.G.Rawlinso
E.J.Rapson, Sir John Marshall, R.B.Whitehead g John Allan and many
others. This work ventures only to follow in their footsteps and it
is mainly a result of a study of their works. But we have also been
fortunate in getting fresh information which has given some strength
to our conclusions. Especially noteworthy are the discovery of a
hoard of Indo-Greek coins from Kunduz lying unnoticed in the Kabul
Museum until it was rediscovered by A.D.H.Bivar and brought to light;
the publication by Daniel Schlumberger of an account of a remarkable
Atreasure found in Mir Zakah, of coins of the Indo-Greeks and their

successors ; and the discovery of a new Ms. of the Yugapuraga used by
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D.R.Mankad. We have also been rewarded in checking up old Sale
Catalogues which gave us some coin-types hitherto ignored by scholars.
Our re-examination of some passages of the Western Classical sources
also brought about unexpected resimlts. Similarly , %he Chinese
evidence has thrown striking new light on the problems of Yavana
history which is bound to affect even the later periods of Indian
history.

It will be difficult for anything to be written now and in Xu
future on the Indo-@reeks without making a thorough reading of Sir
William's book, the close packed pages of which will probably produce
a library. Scholars must be forever grateful to him  for the service
he has done both to Classical and Oriental learning by his wonderful
work. His magic style conjureéi%efore us a splendid picture of the
achievements of the Yavanas in India,and skilful advocacy adds force
to his judgements. Though the evidence now does not permit us fo draw
a picture on the lines of that of Sir William Tarn, nevertheless he has
provided an essential basis for our research.

The %X reconstruction of the history of the In&o~Greeks is
primarily based on numismatic evidence, and naturally much stress has
been given to it, but very important conclusions have been strengthened
also by an analysis of the literary sources. Yet certainties are not
many and surmises have to be made. But they have been made with caution
and we do not put mux forward our hypotheses dogmatically. This is an

attempt to reconstruct the political history of the Yavanas ; the
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Bivar's report on the Kunduz Hoard has now & been published in Spink's

Numismatic Circular, May, 1954.
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cultural side has not been discussed. In one Appendix the term Yavana
has been examined and in another the relevant passages of the Yugapuréga
have been analysed and re~edited. In the third Appendix a list of

the coin-types, published and unpublished, has been prepared.

I would express my sincere gratitude and affection to Dr. A.L.
Basham without whose help, guldance and encouragement the thesis
would not have been possible ; in fact it was his painstaking care
and unfailing counsel which gave me strength to complete my
investigations. I am deeply indebted to Dr. R.B.Whitehead for the very
keen interest he ftook in my work from beginning to the end, and for
allowing me to learn from his wide experience of numismatic studies ;
his kindness and suppoet have been invaluable to me. I am also grateful
to Professor E.H.Warmington and Mr. A.G.Way for helping me to read and
understand the implications of the Western Classical sources. 1 anm
much indebted to Professor Kazuo BEnoki for his ungrudging help in
reading the Chinese sources and translating afresh the relevant
passages for me., I am very thankful to Mr., G.K.Jenkind and Mr. A.D.H,
Bivar for their unselfish generosity in making available to me new
materials which havé not as yet been published? I would here also
thank and pay my respects to Professor H.W.Bailey for his valuable
suggestions. I thank Dr. John Walker, the Keeper of Coins and Medals

in the British Museum and also the Keepers of the Fitzwilliam and

a
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Ashmolean Museums , and Major General H.L.Haughton and Mr.H.de S.Shortt
for giving me all facilities to study coins in theilr collections.

And I am grateful to many others who gave me different kinds of help,
advice and encouragemént. I cannot complete this list without paying
my due respects tp Professor A.3.Altekar, who encouraged me to take

up this work five years ago, and at whose instance I began collecting

the materials in India.
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CHAPTER I.

INTRODUCTION

There are few episodes in history as remarkable as #twt »f the
story of the Indo-Greeks, and even fewer the problems of which are
so0 fascinating. These Indo-Greeks were called Yavanal in ancient
Indian literature. They were regarded by the law books2 and epics3 as
degenerate Kgatriyas, and were considered to be of Indian origin, the
descendents of ‘.ITuI'v:a.:sl.l.’+ But their names alone are sufficient to prove
that they were foreigners.5

It is clear from inscriptions of Darius I that the word Yauna
or Ia-ma-nu (-ma was actually pronounced as -va, hence Ia-va-nu ), the
name of the Ionians of Asia Minor who weee conquered by Cyrus in 545

B.C., was applied to all Greeks without distinction.6 The Hebrew word

'Yawan'(Javan) was also originally the designation of the Ionians, but

it gradually came to be used for the whole Greek race, and the ethnic

7

name denoted also a political entity . The term Yavana may well

1. It had a precise meaning until ewdde—s Wedly Lise into the Christian
era, when gradually its original significance was lost and like the
word Mleccha it degenerated into a general term for a foreigner.
et RrppendiE TT pp- 26470

. Manu . X. 43-4h

. Mahabharata (Santiparva), X360 ; Harivamsa, XIII,763-6l,775-83

. Mahabharata, IL. 80. 26. " Yadostu Yadava jatasturveryavanah sutah."

- CHI.,p. 540

. R.G.Kent, 0ld Persian, p. 204 3 CHI. loc.cit.

. C.C.Torrey, JAOS . XXV. pp. 302-11
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have been first applied by the Indians to the Greeks of various cities
of Asia Minor who were settled in the areas contiguous to North-west-
India.l

It has recently been suggested2 that these Indo)Greeks or Yavanas
were the people who were settled in these areas by Alexander and his
Seleucid successors. This is not only a narrow definition but one which
does not agree with the evidence.

The date of Papini, the Sanskrit grammarian, is still controver-
sial, but it has been siggeskithat he should be dated in the middle of
the fifth ceatury B.C.3 ; undoubtedly, in the general consensus of the
scholarly opinion , he is placed mush before AJ.e=:;e:a.9u:1de}:'.L+ He was an
inhabitant of Salatura in the vicinity of Taksasila. In his Astadhyayl,
he states that the feminine form of Yavana is X@Vanéni.BThis latter

form according to Kétyayana6 denoted the Greek writing ~ Yavanallipydm;

and this is paraphrased by Pataﬁjali7as - Yavanallipyam iti vaktavyam

Yavanani lipih. It is reasonable to suppose that Papini knew of their

script, that his knowledge of the Yavanas was not mere hearsay, and

1, R.L.Mitra, JASB. 1874,p. 279, considered that it denoted a geograph-
ical term rather than an ethnical. Cf. also, infra,pp.R64-70 Appendix :

2. Tarn, cf. zxsm generally the whole of € his Chapter I and also pp.
118-25

8. V.S.Agrawala, India as known to Papini.lucknow,1953.,p. 475

L. Cf. CHI,p. 540 ; Keith, A History of Sanskrit Literature,Oxford,1928
p. 426 3 Max Muller, A History offsanskrit Literature,p. 521 (Lendon(gs
Winternitz, History of TIndian Litgrature%@£;&£“#§ ; Hannes Skold,

- Papers on Panini, p. 24 —_

5. Papini, Le1l.49 o

6. Varttika 3 on Papini 4.1.49 . Some scholars consider Katyayana
a contemporary of Papini(Max Muller) and some consider him later
(Keith)

7 Pataijali‘s time is generally taken to be middle of the Second cent,
B.C.




that the people known by this name may well have inhabited some area
near his homeland.lLike other early Indian sources Papini associated
the Yavanas with the Kambojas.aﬁe may even have seen the 'shaven headed!'
Yavanas and Kambojas,B who were probably known as such because, unlike
the Indians,they wore their hair short.“ A Yona state is mentioned in
the Majjhima Nikaya ? as flourishing along with Kamboja in the time
of Gautama Buddhaﬁﬁand Assalayana , and we are informed that among them
there were only two social grades.

That sedtlements of Greeks existed to the North west of India
before Alexander may be deduced from Western Classical sources also.

7

Arrian narrates the tradition of the Indian invasion of Dionysus’' and
it is noteworthy that he attaches more weight to this story than that
of similar exploits of Heracles, since he remarks,' about Heracles there
is not much tradition",8 and he discusses in sober terms whether the

Theban Dionysus started from Thebes or from the Lydian Tmolus.9 There

L

l. ¢f. also, N.N.?asgupta, i1C.,IT.,p. 356 f.
2. Papini's Ganpapatha 178 on 2.1,72.- Yavanamunda , kambojamunda

5. There is an interesting statement in Harlvamsa, XIV.16 , that foreign
tribes such as bakas Yavanas,Kambojas and others were degraded by
Sagara and were ordered to shave their heads:"Arddham Sakanam siraso
mundamp Kk krtva vyasarjayat, Yavananam 51rah sarvam Kamboganam tathalva
CA saan

Moti Chandra, A Geographical and RBconomic Study of Upayanaparva,p.35
Majjhima Nikaya, II. 149

YonaKambojesu dveva vanna Ayyo ceva Daso ca ...

-

Arrian. V. i,ii. j VI. ik. 3. ; VIII.i.5.
Tbid., VIII. v.9
. Ibid.,, V.i, ii.

O CO~3J o\




are specific references to the settlement of Nysa, its 'free' and
'inferior! citizens,l and to its cavalry.2 The chief of Nysa , whose
name was Acuphisytold Alexander, "this city of Nysa, in which we dwell,
has been free, and ourselves independent, and living as orderly citizensé
He added that the government was in the hands of the aristocrats.qMore—
over, Arrian gives further explicit and circumsa%htial details:"™ the
Nysaeans are not an Indian race ; but part of those who came with
Diaonusus to Indiaj probably even jhose Greeks who became past service
in the wars which Dionysus waged with Indians; possibly also volunteers
of the neighbouring tribes whom Dionysus settled there together with
the GreekS.vveass ."5 Originally Nysa itself was imaginary and was put
in differeht parts of the world, but the Nysa mentioned in connection
with Alexander's invasion of India, ¥ 'probably stood on the lower
spurs of the three-peaked Kohi-i-Mor! ? Dionysus may be mythical but
Nysa and its Greeks seem to be real.

7

The story of the Branchidae' provides further evidence to

same effect.8 The Branchidae claimed to be a sacred gens, descended

l. Arrian, V., ii.3

2. Ibid., VI. ii.3

3, Ibid., V. i.6

he Ibid., V, ii.2

5. Arrian, Indica., px I. 4-5

6. CHI. p. 353 ; cf. also Smith, EHIY.,p.56 fn.2

7. Strabo, XI.1ll.4 ; XIV.1.5 ; Diodorus XVII, Table of contents, k H
Plutarch, Moralia, 557 b, ; Curtiuws, VII, 5, 238-35

8. Beal, IA. 1880, pp. 68-71 ; Franz V.Scwarz, Alexander des Grossen
Feldzuge in Turkestan ,p. 37 ; B.V.Head, NC. 1906 p. 6 :

" H.G.Rawlinson, Bactria, pp. 33,41. The latter notes (p.41l) :"The
story is only found in Curtius. There is unfortunately , no reason
to doubt it." But as we have shown above the story is repeated in
other sources also and thus there is all the more reason to believe
it




from Branchos, the mythical founder of the temple of Apollo near Miletus
in Ionia., Their forefathers had yielded up the treasure of their temple
to Xerxes; this affair brought so much odium on them that they retired
with Xerxes into the interior of Asia. Xerxes transported them to a
small town in Sogdiana which may have been betweeh Balkh and Samarkand,l
where their descen%%nts were found by Alexander. They were now a
bilingual and partially dishellenised race, but still attached to their
tradition and origin. They received Alexander with great joy and
surrendéved their krmkhaexx city and themselves to him. But they were not
as fortunate as their brothers in Nysa, and Alexander was not as gener-
ous to the Milesians as he was to the followers of Dionysus. He madly
destroyed the city and massacred its innocent citizens for the deeds
of their forefathers. To us there seems to be no reason to call this
story a 'clumsy fabrication® ? it is in fact attested by sever&al later
classical sourgces,

There is evidence to show that the Greeks of various city-states
in Asia Minor were sometimes threatened by the Persians with exile to

5

the far eastern portions of thedw Aghaemenid empire” and were actually

L

settled in those areas.

1. Beal, op.cit., p. 69

2. Tarn, Alexander the Great, I. p. 67.

3. Herodotus. VI. 9 ; c¢f. also , H.G.Rawlinson, &p.cit., p. 32 ,"Bactri:
seems to have been used as a sort of'Siberia' under the Persian
kings,"

i Besides the colonies of the Thracians(?) at Nysa and of the Branchi-
dae in Sogdiana , we know from Herodotus, IV. 204, that a colony
of Iibyans from Barca was settled in Bactria. Cf. also for other
references, Trever, p. 4L























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































