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ABSTRACT

CHAPTER I

This chapter deals with the history and origin of the "Nights", and
shows that the development of its contents have taken place in phases,
The non-extant Baghdadi collection of the "Nights" is investigated in the
light of an existing early collection of stories similar to the "Nights" in
contents and background.

CHAPTER II

An attempt is made here to assess the place of the 'Abbasid aristoc~
racy, and to demonstrate striking social changes at the court. Special
attention is given to the historicity of the Caliphs' stories.

CHAPTER III

The background to the Middle-class of the "Nights" is discussed to
show the significant changes in the spheres of commerce and culture.
Special attention is given to trade, travels and business. The conditions
and status of the merchant class are also discussed here.

CHAPTER IV

The economic and social gulf between the upper classes and the

lower class is carefully examined. The chapter discusses in some detail
the craft-guilds and other organisations of the people of the lower-classes.
CHAPTER V

Aspects of the relations between Muslims and non~Muslims are
explored, and special attention is given to martial relations. The social,
economic and cultural standards of the Dhimmis are discussed to assess
their status in Muslim soaciety.
CHAPTER VI

This chapter deals with Islamic institutions and customs and throws
light on the posiﬂon of women under Islam. The division between free
and slave women is pointed out,and the effects of this division on moral
and social attitudes are discussed. The picture of womenhood in the

"Nights" is correlated with evidence from other Arabic sources. Special




attentioir is given to the educated and fictitious women presented in the
"Nights".
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Suras and verses of the Quran are written thus: 42: the first figure
indicating the number of the Sﬁra, and the top figure indicating the

number of the verse.

Works are referred to by the names of authors. When an author has
more than one work, short or abbreviated titles of his books are
glven. In case of modern writers the year of publication is given
instead of an abbreviated title. In most cases the word ibn is
dropped from the abbreviaied names of Arab authors, eg. Athfr,\
Khaldun and Khatib.

Where there are generally accepted English versions for the names
of the protagonists of the siories of the "Nights", these have been
retained. Thus Aladdin, Sindbad and Nuraddin for the Arabic

‘Ala’ al-—Dfn, Sindibad and Nur al~Din res pectively.




LIST OF FULL TITLES OF THE STORIES

The following is a list of the main stories of the Arabian Nights
which occur in the present study, and which are taken from the Cairo
or Calcutta editions, together with some of Galland's orphan stories
which are marked in the list by asterisks. The sub~stories included
in the list (and marked with letters) are only those referred to in the

present work.

The Framework story
- The Merchant and the ‘Ifrit
- The Fisherman and the 'Ifrit
a - The story of King Yunan and the Physician
b - The Petrified Prince of the Black Islands
~ The Porter and the Three Ladies
a - The story of the First Mendicant
b - The story of the Second Mendicant
¢ - The story of the Third Mendicant
d - The story of the First Lady of Baghdad
e - The story of the Second Lady of Baghdad
- The Three Apples

a - The story of Nur al-Din and his Brother Shams al-Din,
Quoted The Two Viziers

~ The Hunchback
a - The story of the Christian Broker
b - The story of the Sultan Steward
¢ - The story of the Jewish Physician
d ~ The story of the Tailor
@ - The story of the Barber and his Five Brothers
- 'Ali Nural-Din and Anis al-Jalis, Quoted Anis al-Jalis.
- Ghanim b. Ayyub, the distracted lover. Quoted Ghanim.,
a - The story of the First Eunuch Bukhayt
b - The story of the Second Eunuch Kafur




~ King 'Umar al-Nu'man and his Sons Sharkan and Daw’ al-Makan
a - The story of Taj al-Muluk « the Princess Dunya. Quoted_fa_l_
b - The story of '‘Aziz and 'Aziza
¢ - The story of the Bedouin I:Iamméd
- Fables
~ 'Ali b, Bakkar and Shams al-Nahar
- Qamar al~Zaman and Princess Budur. Quoted Qamar,
a - The story of al-As'ad and his Brother al-Amjad
b - The story of Ni'am and Ni'ma

- 'Ala’ al-Din Abu al-Shamat and Zubayda the Luteplayer. Quoted
Abu al-Shamat

-~ The Generosity of I:IEtFm al-'}‘aym'y’

~ The Story of Ma'an b. Za'ida

- The City of Lebta

- The Story of Hisham b. 'Abd al-Malik and the Young Bedouin
- Ibrahim b. al-Mahcﬁpand the I-.Iajj'ém

- Ibn Abi Qilaba and the City of Columns Iram

- Ishag al-Mawsili and al-Ma’mun

~ The great lady and the Slaughter-house Cleaner

~ Al~Rashid and the False Caliph

- 'Ali the Persian and The Kurd Sharper

~ Al -Rashid. and the Qadt Abu Yusuf

- Khalid al-Qasfi and the Young Man who pretended to be a thief
- Ja'far al-Barmaki and the Bean-Seller

- Abu Muhammad al-Kaslan (the Lazybone)

- The Magnanimity of Yagxya al-Bamaﬁ“towards Mangﬁr
- Yahya al-Barmaki and the Letter- Forger

- The Caliph al~-Ma’mun and the Scholar

- 'All Shar and Zumurrud

- Budur and Jubayr b, 'Umayr

-~ The Six Slave=-girls and their Master

- Al-Rashid, the Slave-girl and Abu Nuwas




~ The Man who Stole the Golden Plate

- The Rogue from Alexandria and the Captain of the Watch
- Al-Malik al~Nagir and the Three Captains of the Watch
~ The Sharper and the Governor of Qus

- Ibrahim b, al-Mahdi and the Merchant

- The Woman who gave alms to a poor man

- Abu Hasan al~Ziyadi and the Khurasani Merchant

- Al-Mutawakkil and Mahbuba

- Wardan the Butcher

- The Princess and the Ape

- The Magic Horse

~ Uns al-Wujud and al-Ward fi al-Akmam

"= Abu Nuwas and the Three Boys

~ 'Abdallah b. Ma'mar, the man from Basra and his slave-girl
~ The Lovers from the Tribe of Udhra

~ The Lovers at School

- Al-Rashid and the Bathing Zubayda

- Al-Rashid and the Three Poets

- Al-Rashid and the Two Slave-girls

~ Al-Rashid and the Three Slave-girls

- Al-l_igkim and the Merchant

- Kisra Anﬁsh%man and the Country Girl

~ The Water:éarrier and the Goldsmith's Wife

- Yalgya al-Barmaki and the Poor Man

~ Al=Amin and Ja'far b, Musa

- The Sons of Yahya b, Khalid al-Barmaki and Sa'id al~Bahili
~ The Pious Israelite Woman and the Two Wicked Old Men

- Ja'far al-Barmaki and the Old Bedouin

- '"Umar b. al-Khag_.Eb and the Young Bedouin

-Masrur and Ibn al-Qarihi

- Al-Rashid's Pious Son

10




- The Schoolmaster who fell in love on haars‘ay
- The Foolish Schoolmaster
- The Illiterate Scheoolmaster
- The Story of the Rokh
- Is}}'éq al-Mawsili and the Merchant
- The Three Unhappy Lovers
-~ The Lovers from the Tribe of '}‘ay
-~ The Devotee, the Monks and the Christian Girl
- The Love of Abu 'Isa for Qurrat al- ‘Ayn
- A Debate on the excellences of Sexes
- Abu Suwayed and the Beautiful Old Woman
~ Amir 'All b. Muhammad and the Slave~girl Mu’nis
- The Two Women and their Lovers
-~ The Merchant 'Ali of Cairo
- The Pilgrim and the Cld Woman
- The Slave~girl Tawaddud
- The Angel of Death and the Wealthy King
- The Angel of Death and the King of the Children of Israel
- Al-Iskandar Dhu al-Qarnayn and the Contented King
~ The Just King Anusharwan |
- The Jewish Judge a;d his Pious Wifa
- The Shipwrecked Woman
- The Godly Negro 8lave
-~ The Godly Man from among the Children of Israel
- The Blacksmith who c¢ould handle fire
- The Pious Israelite who found his Wife and Children again
- Ibrahim al-Khawass and the Christian Princess
- Hasib Karim al-Din and the Serpent Queen

a - The story of Buluquiya

b - The story of Janshah
- Sindibad the Sailor
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- The City of Brass
- The Wiles of Women or Sindibad the Sage and his Seven Viziers
- Jawdar and his Brothers '
~ 'Ajib and Gharih
~'U tba and Rayya
- Hind bt. al-Nu'man and al-Hajjaj
- Al-Rashid and the Bedouin Girl
- Al-Agma'i and the Three Slave-girls
~ Tbrahim al-Mawgili and the Devil
- The Lovers of Banu Udhra
- Damra b, al-Mugh'i-ra and his girl
- Isr_éq al-Mawsili and the Devil
- Ahmad al-Danaf and Dalila the Crafty
a - the Adventures of 'Ali al~Zaybaa of Cairo
- Julnar the Mermaid and her Son Prince Badr Basim
- Ardashir and Hayat al-Nufus
- King Muhammad b. Saba’ik and the Merchant
a - Prince Seyf al-Muluk and the Princess Ba.di: ‘at al—-]’amél
- Hasan of Basra
- Khalifa the Fisherman
- The Merchant Masrur and Zayn al-Mawégif. Quoted Zayn
~ Nur al-Din and Maryam the Girdle-maker
- The Baghdadi Young man and his Slave=-girl

- King Jali ‘ad and.his son Wirgkhan and the vizier shimas. Quoted
[ali’ad and Shimas
- Abu Qir and Abu Sir

- 'Abdallah of the Land and 'Abdallah of the Sea

- Al-Rashid and the 'Omani Merchant

- Tbrahim b. al—KhasEb and }‘am_ila

- Abu al-Hasan al-Khurasani and Shajarat al-Durr

- Qamar al-Zaman and his Mistress
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'‘Abdallah b, Fadil and his Brothers
Ma 'ruf the Cobbler
- The Nocturnal Adventures of al-Rashid
a ~ The story of the Blind man 'Abdallah
b - Sidi Nu'man
¢ - Hasan al—I}abbEkg
- Abu Hasan the Wag or the Sleeper Awakened
- 'Ala‘ al-Din and the Marvellous Lamp
- A li Baba and the Forty Thieves
- Prince Ahmad and the Fairy Peri Banu
- Al-Malik al-?...éhir and the Sixteen Captains of the Watch
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INTRODUGTION

This is a study of the social structure of Muslim soeciety and its
main divisions. It covers a period extending from the establishment of
the 'Abbasid caliphate to recent centuries,

The highlights of this study, however, fall upon the 'Abbasid age
and upon the social life of the Muslim populace in medieval times in
general. Purely supernatural material is excluded and a treatment of
the collection is attempted in which its realistic aspect is made the
focus of attention. References to supernatural elements in the stories
are made only insofar as they are related to economic and social condit-
ions, or when they give indications of certain concepts or psychological
attitudes of the people concerned,

It may be objected that the coverage of the social environment of a
long period may lead to difficulties of chronology but it can be main-
tained that "the continuity of Arabian social tradition was practically
unbroken from almost the beginning of the Khaliphate to the present
century. " 1 . '

Unlike political change, social change is slow. After the drastic
changes in the different spheres which took place in the 3rd/9th century
and culminated in the vigorous and productive cultural gtability of the
4th/10th century, the social environment and its basic ideals remained
largely unchanged until the onset of the movement of modernisation in
the 20th century.

Any differences in social attitudes of the various periods or countries,
are, however, pointed out, whenever necessary, as they occur in carly
Islam, in the Baghdadi and in the Egyptian periods.

Historical and literary documentation is derived from Arabic sources
of all periods. However, sources of the 3rd/9th Aand 4th/10th centuries
are used as the main and earliest records to the background of the

Baghdadi stories., Firstly because these writings are rich in social

1 S.lane-Poole, Preface to the Arabian Society in the Middle Ages,
London, 1883, XI,
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information and, in this respect, remained the primary sources for the
later Muslim authors who often transmitted and retransmitted from them.
Secondly, as far as bourgeois life is concerned, there was another
"Golden period” similar to the 'Abbasid one in the 7th/13th and 8th/14th
centuries of Mamltk rule in Egypt.

This study arose from the need for a better understanding of the
"Nights", and it aims at justifying the importance of the collections as
a social comment on Muslim life. The value of different aspects of the
"Nights" has in the past been arbitrarily overshadowed by the disting~-
uishing feature of the "Nights", namely, its supernatural aspect.

The material of the "Nights" has been so often described as irrational
and incredible that its exaggerations have become proverbial both in the
Fast and West. It is the aim of this study to show how far these ironic
exaggerations were based on existing conditions. A collection which
emerged from a prosperous society of feudal and commercial wealth, in
which class structure was not altogether stable, was bound to be strongly
coloured by naive and grandiose dreams of success.

Poetry, music, feasting and drinking were the real joys of life
among well~to-do people, and in depicting this kind of social back~-
ground, the "Nights" tries, in addition, to confer and extend these
pleasures and enjoyments to heroes of all classes, even the humblest,

But this is not all, for although an uncritical reading of the collec-
tion would lead one to judge it as a work full of magic and improbabilities
a serious study would result in different conclusions.

Indeed, such improbable happenings as there are, occur against
a social background clearly familiar to the audience, and the details
are taken from everyday life. Erudite people have regarded the work
as worthless, insipid and historically absurd. But coarseness, simp- ’
licity and a mixture of fantasy and realism are typical traits of popular
literature everywhere. These very qualities, in fact, have made the

folklorists in recent times found the humanistic science of folklore in
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order to find rational explanations for the seemingly fantastic content
of folklore literature,

It may be suggested that the attempt to elicit facts by examining a
work of such imaginative character is surrounded with difficulties, This
is true, but fortunately the Arabs like a feeling of reality in fairy tales.
This becomes clear fnhen one compares the Persian fairy tales with their
Arabic imitations and in the latter there is substantial ground to the
stories.

The uncultured audience seems to enjoy a degree of realism in pre-
sentation and general credibility and verisimilitude in the conduct of the
characters, their clothes, food, houses and domestic life.

They do not seem to be deceived by the fantasy of the contents,
they take it for granted. It is not important to them whether Nuraddin
was actually flown by the Jinn from Basra to Egypt to marry his cousin,
and then returned on the same night to Damascus. The important thing
to them is that he is the right man to marry his cousin and have a grand
traditional wedding. When they heard him describing that he had been
in Egypt the night before and at Basra the night before that, they expre-
ssed pity that such a handsome young man should have gone mad and
told him that he must have been only dreaming.

Thus it has been stated that "contrary to a wide~spread but ill-
founded notion the 1001 Nights is decidedly not in the first place a book

of fairy tales. In fact it may be said that the genre is proportionally
scantily represented...." 1

The richness of the varied social background has made necessary
the selection of a focus for the study. Instead of giving brief descrip-
tions of several aspects, the present study gives detailed accounts of
the position and grouping of classes, of the distinguishing characteristics
of each class, of the economic, religious and political institutions which

moulded social life, and finally of the differences that existed between

:1 Gerhardt, The Art of Story~Telling (Leyden, 1963), 278,
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the upper classes and the humble, the Muslims and the non-Muslims,
the educated and the traders, and the men and the women.

How far should the "Nights" be considered as a mirror of its times?
It must be pointed out here that it is dangerous to regard any literature
as a looking glass of its time. Nevertheless, the way people live,
their social and political life, their economic formation must be reflec-
ted in their literature., The "Nights", for example, while picturing the
happy carefree side of life, tries to ignore its dark aspects of famine,
plague and the contentions that accompanied political decline. When
life seemed tnrbulent and difficult, literature attempted to bring laughter
and optimism by escaping from reality. But can its escapism be complete?
It is noticeable that the "Nights" depicts also the other side of life,
namely the difficulties that confronted merchants, political persecution,
dangerous travels and bankruptcy. It shows the poverty and anxiety of
the members of the lower classes before the supernatural powers come to
their aid. The "Nights"® throws light not only on daily life, but also on
people's moral precepts and on their social and religious attitudes.

The first chapter aims at examining the Arab-Islamic nature of the
work, and argues the theories of its origin., Without discussing the
history of the contents, it is difficult to study the background to each
of its sections.

The present study proposes to treat separately each of the three main
classes in society, namely, the aristocracy, the middle and the lower
classes. This requires the analysis of the distinguishing features of the
class itself and its interrelationship with the other classes. The method
of presentation may seem repetitive in as far as the subtitles are concemed;
it is however useful, since it gives an opportunity for comparing the diff-
erent classes,

Non-Muslims are treated separately, first because of the particular
status they have in Muslim society, and second, because of the wars
with foreign Christians.
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Women are also treated as a group apart because of the different
rules which governed their lives. The second sex was unanimously
regarded as inferior to men, The purpose of this study is twofold: to
survey the background to the point in question, and to compare it along
with its comresponding aspects in the "Nights", i.e. to correlate the
material of the "Nights" with what is known of reality through other
Arabic sources,

The result of the method of comparing the "Nights" with other sources
is that firstly, the picture of the "Nights" may be found to be in full acc~
ord with that given by Arabic sources. Secondly, the "Nights® may make
only casual and undetailed reference to some set of facts; in this case
the gap is filled by consulting more detailed authorities and references.
Thirdly, whenever the "Nights" modifies facts or deviates from reality,
either by exaggeration or invention, an attempt is made to give reasons
for the modification of facts by the narrator.

Most of the earlier studies on the "Nights" aim at tracing the origin
of the collection, and are related to textual problems, differences betw-
een the existing MSS and to the dating of the various sections of the
collectién. This kind of preliminary research was thorough and exhaus-
tive and every attempt or theory has been important in that it has carried
research a step further,

Lane and Burton's commentaries on the "Nights" have greatly contri-
buted to the understanding of the social aspects of life and customs and
manners of Muslims. .

The purpose of the annotations was to facilitate the understanding of
the texts, but as the commentaries grew long and detailed they tended to
interrupt the progress of the story. They, however, showed for the first
time that the fictitious collection embodied also the most realistic aspects.
Collected in books, the notes have become a source of Islamic medieval
life, and Lane's work, especially, remains incomparable in this field,

Recent critical studié$ deal directly with the material of the "Nights"..
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Al-Qalamawi, for example, explores several topics as they are treated in
the "Nights" such as morals, religion, fables, society, education and
historical material.

Her work, as she admits, is general in character, and every chap-~
ter, she believes, could be developed into a single and fuller study.
She also maintains that such a survey must precede any specialised and
detailed accounts,

Since research on the "Nights" is still in the preliminary or intro-
ductory stages, there remain many aspects of the work which should be
brought out into full relief by detailed and exhaustive research. This
study does not therefore claim to be comprehensive or complete.

The subject of social life in medieval Islam is so vast and many-
sided that it is not possible to treat it fully within the limits of this
study, yet considerable light can be shed upon it.

Information about the lives of ordinary people is abundant in the
annals and essays of the 9th and 10th centuries A.D. However, later
authors especially of the Egyptian period offer but little reference to
the life of ordinary people.

How far can we get to know the lives of men and women of the past
ages cannot be easily defined., Investigations into their social lives
may only give rise to generalisations. It is however hoped that even
these few glimpses into the picture of the past may be sufficient to

stimulate studies on other aspects of the lives of our forerunners.
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CHAPTER 1
THE HISTORY AND ORIGIN OF THE ARABIAN NIGHTS

Introductory Note

The early history of the "Nights" is still obscure, but despite the
insufficiency of the evidence, certain conjectures have been put forth
by scholars which are probably close to the truth.

The arguments brought forward as regards the origin of the work have
been of various kinds, and on this point the orientalists are divided into
two main groups; 1 those who maintain that the collection is of Indo-
Persian origin, \2 and those who assert that it is of Arab composition
and completely different from the archetype the Persian Hazar Afsana. 3
Most of them, however, agree that the general tone of the work is
distinctly and for the larmger part exclusively Arabic. 4

Some of the obscurity arises from the fact that though the collection
can be shown to have been in existence for several centuries, no manu-

script older than that found by Galland, dated 955/1548 S has ever been

.1 R.F.Burton. Terminal Essay. The Book of the Thousand Nights and a
Night (10 Vols. Banares, 1886) X. 68.

2. J.Hammer. Purgsiall, Sur L'origine des Mille et Une Nuits, in JA, 1827,
X, 253-56. Note Sur L'origine Persane des Mille et Une Nuits, JA, 1839,
VIII, 176. Contes Inédits des Mille et Une Nuits, Extraits de L'original
Arabe, Preface to M.G.S. Trebutien's edition (3 Vols., Paris 1828) I,
V-XXIX, and Note, Ibid.,, XXIX-XXXI.

3. M. Le Baron Silvestre de Sacy, Compte rendu du Tome 17 de la premiere
ed. de Calcutta, Journal des Savants, Nov, 1817, 667~86, reproduced
in Digsertation prefixed to the Bourdin's ed. of Leg Mille et Une Nuits,
Paris 1860, I-VIII; and in Reserches sur L'origine du recueil des contes
intitutes les Mille et Une Nuits. (memoire lu le 31 Juillet, 1829) in
Revue de Paris, 1€ Serie, V, and under the same title in the Memoires
de 1'Academie des inscriptions et belles~lettres, 1833, X, 30-64.

Lane Review, The Arabian Nights Entertainments (3 Vols. London
1838~-39) III, 735; also Preface, Ibid., I, VII-XXII.

4 J.Payne, The Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night, (9 vols.
London, 1882-84) IX, 316.

5 D.B.Macdonald, A, Preliminary Classification of some MSS. of the

Arabian Nights, A Volume of Oriental Studjes presented to E.G. Browne,
(Cambridge, 1922) 307. Payne, op.cit., Cf. Burton X, 80, note 1,




discovered. ! Secondly, neither the work called ﬂgzgr Afs%ng which it
was stated was translated inito Arabic and popularly known as Alf Layla,
nor its versified version of the 11th ¢,A.D. is extant. 2 Thirdly, apart
from a few references giving information on the title and the prologue of
the collection, there occurs no mention in Arabic literature of the contents
of the "Nights" or its histow'. Finally though the collection was initially
in a written form, it was mainly transmitted from one generation to the
other orally. 3 Stories transmitted in this way are inevitably modified and
augmented especially since the construction of the cyclical type of tale
offers every facility for such expansion and interpolation, 4 and, like the
folk=-tales transmitted orally throughout the Arab world, for adaptation
and alteration both in language and subject matter.5

Macdonald thus suggests that the collection has assumed many

different forms since it was adapted from the Hazar Afsana and that

perhaps the title is the only thing common to all of the versions. 6 We
may therefore proceed now o discuss how this development came about.

Theories on the Origin®the Age of the "Nights"
It was only during the 19th ¢. A.D., almost a hundred years after

the first appearance of the Galland's translation in 1704-1717, that

orientalists began to discuss the history and origin of the "Nights". 7
Though it had been translated into almost every European lariguage

during the 18th c., little had been done during this period towards the

elucidating of its history. 8

1  Except a fragmen: of a 9th c. A.D. MS. see below, #£.

2 In the preface to the Shahnama of Firdawsi an anonymous writer reports
that the Hazar Afsana was versified by a certain Rasti or Krasti at the
court of Mahmud of Ghazna (see Hammer-Purgstall, Preface, XXI, n.2,
Burton X, 72 n.2). As the original reference is maccessible see
Macdonald's verification of it in The Earlier Higstory of the Arabian
Nights, JRAS, 1924, 367, 397.

ER., July 1886, CLXIV, 192,

Ibid., 190, Burton, X, 92.

Hammer, Preface, XXIV. Macdonald, 1924, 357, Burton X, 93.
Macdonald, 1924, 390,

Burton, X, 68. ER., 1886, 164, 185.

Cp.cit,, Payne, IX, 278.
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