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ABSTRACT

The study formulates a thesis with twe ssparate but closely
inter-connected components: the first is te construct an ideal-typse
model of Pukhtun society and argue that it exists on the basis of
empirically observed social groups and given -certain conditions. The
second is to illustrate that the modsl operates successfully in spite
of encapsulation by larger and different social systems. The thesis is
defanded by data collected from field-work conducted among the Mohmand
tribe in the North-West Frontier Province of Pakistan,

The chapters are divided into three distinct but inter-related
parts. Part One, Chapters 1 to 3, providesthe framework for the arguments
contained in the study. Chapter 1 broadly outlines the theoretical and
methodological framework of the study. Chapter 2 describes the ecological
and administrative features within which Mohmand society is organized.
The historical background of the Mohmands is discussed in Chapter 3.

pPart Two, Chapters 4 to 9, may be considered the core of lbhe
study in length and importance. Chapter 4 constructs an ideal~type
Pukhtun model largely bassd on Mehmand deta and another one in analy-
tical and binary opposition to it. Chapter 5 analyses the importance
of unilineal descent and types of leadership in segmentary societies,
Non~Mochmand groups, such as religious end occcupational groups, and
their role in society are discussed in Chapter 6. Case~studies regarding
agnatic rivalry and the econcept of chastity of wommn form Chapter 7.
settlement and marriage patterns are analysed in Chapter 8. Income,
consumption and expenditure patterns, based on case-studies, are
discussed in Chepter 9. I shall argue that Chapters 7, 8 and 9 largsly
substantiate my thesis,

change, encspsulation and tribal strategy in relation to the
model are the themes of Chapters 10 and 11 in Part Three, Chapter 12
discusses the conclusions of the study.
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DRAMATIS_PERSONAE

The following male names of living persons appear frequently in
the text and are reproduced below in order to introduce them to the
reader who may also wish to relate them to sach other in the social
universe. Females, often the wives and daughters of the following, were

also interviewed formally and informally by my wife and her sister,

Shati Khel Bela Mohmandan
senior lineages: shahzada Malik Shamshudin

Mazullah Khan Hamash Gul
Jjunior lineages: Dilawar Khan Mehr Gul

Kabil Khan
affiliated lineages: Haji Hassan Hussain Khan
religious groups: Mian Jalil Imam of Bela
occupational groups: Aziz Ingar Morcha Khel

(black=smith) (carpenter)
young groups (kashar)s: Feroz IThsanullah

Akbar Jan Shamshur Rahman

Khan wahid

The fileld-work was conducted primarily in Shati Khel and Bela
Mohmandan and I would like to clarify a possible source of confusion,
Shati Khel is s sectiom of the Halimzai clan and also the name of the
geographical area whers they live in the‘mnhmand Agency. Similarly Kado
Khel, the dominant Tarakzai sub-ssection of Bela Mohmandan which lies
in the Peshawar District, gives its name to an area called Kado Khel
or Kado Korona (houses of Kado) a mile west of Bela but inside the
dgency. I will refers to Mobmands in the Agency as Tribal Area Mchmands,

TAM, and those in the Settled Ares of the District as Settled Area

Mohmands, SAMe




PART ONE:

INTRODUCTION

"
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTIDON

i, Problem
a. the problem

The problem before me is to construect an ideal-typs model of
Pukhtun 1 society primarily from field-work data and based on the ideal
Code of the Pukhtuns (Pukhtunwali). The central features of Pukhtunwali
are locally perceived as agnatic rivalry (tarbsorwali) and the
preservation of the honour of women (tor). Honour and status are
eonferred by society on its members through acts approximating to the
ideal especially in theses two featurss, In the ideal matters relating
to social behavipur and organization such as household settlements,
marriage and axpenditpre patterns are also affected by Pukhtunwali., The
discusgion of the ideal=type will raise guesticms concerning the causal
variables that create conditions among tribal groups for the maintenance
of, or deviance from, Pukhtunwali.

I‘will attempt to illustrate the high degree of similarity
between the idaolugical model and the immediate or empirically observed
model., The study will attempt to prove tHat the behaviour and organization
of social groups approximates to the ideal model. My primary concern is
thus to argus that the ideal model exists within Pukhtun society.

My thesis sets out to establish that Pukhtunwali continues to
be operative for Pukhtun oroups in spite of the severs constraints of an

encapsulated situation implying different jural and administrative

Sy st et e 2

1 1 agree with the reviewers of a previous book (Ahmed 1976) who
criticized me in otherwise favourable reviews for using the term
Pathan instead of Pukhtun or Pashtun (Dupree 1977: 5143 Misdag 197 &:
58)., The word Pathan does not'exist among Pukhto speskers and the
Pukhtunssy it is an Anglo~Indian corruption, I shall therefore use
the 'correct'! term in the study.
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sanctions and various points of moral disjunction. As TAM wil; allow us
to‘examina how the model appears in the ideal SAM will provids an
opportunity of actually testing the hypothesis %} allowing us to visw
how the mpdel behaves in an encapsulated cﬁndition. The complexity and
extent of deviance from the model may be measured in the SAM situation
and the thesis tested; verification or refutation of the thesis is thus

poasible.

b. the problem restated

The study will examine tribal groups and their changing internal
and external relations to exocgenous sconomic and political situations,
The thesis postulates that Pukhtunwali surviwes pelitical and
administrative encapsulation, TQB groups of the Mohmand tribe will be
examined to test the thesis, one, TAM, unencapsulated due to special
administrative arrangements deriving from its gec-political situation
and organized largely to approximate to its originsl tribal model and
the other, SAM, encapsulated within larger state systems., An examination
of the problem will enablerus to ses how unencapsulated tribal social
organization presupposses a politicsl situation which in turn antecedes
its form.

I am distinguishing and conceptualizing two polar methods of
encapsulation: the one I call encapsulation‘and the other 'penetration!
based on tacit tribal agreement; the end results are often the sams,
integration of the smaller into the larger system. They are thus
aspects of the same phenomenon. Encapsulation as discussed in general
anthropelogical literature ipvolves larger state systems based on
different organizational principles encapsulating smaller systems,

which does not preclude but does not necessarily imply the naked use of

force. Nonetheless it involves encirclement, absorption, enveloping and
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provides the encepsulated society little cheoice and limited strategies.
It is therefore encapsulation both in a metaphorical and literal senss.
1t assumes larger and more powsrful systems engaging weaker and smaller
structures. in which encapsulation is an insescapable factor and
insluctable destiny. The concept of encapsulation implies the absorption
of a smaller system by a larger one and presupposes the surrender of a
certain loss of identity of the former system, The terms and pace of
encapsulation are decided by the encapsulators and their putatively
higher ecivilization or culture with its symbols of dress, speech, diet
etc, is henceforth dominant (Balley 1957, 1960, 19613 Caplan, L. 19703
Caplan, P. 19723 Furer-Haimendorf 1938, 1962, 1977; Vitebsky 197%;

Yorke 1974). In such situations "the modernizing elite may wade in
regardless of the conseguences and the cost" (Bailey 1970: 177). A
certain moral disjunction of valuss is inherent in the situation which
could sither lead to integration or expressions of local self-assertion,
Anthropologists have seen tribal societies as pasFiue recipients of
axogenous pushes in the ferm of developmental and technical changes
(5ehlins 1968, 1969), I am arquing that TAM are not passive recipients
of exogenous pushes, In the Tribal Areas military encapsulation failed
over the centuries but from 1974 onwards began what camn only be termed
as sconomic penetrationy it was encapsulation said in economic terms but
with major distinctions. The terms and pace were set by the TaM; the
penetrators wore the clothes, spoke the language and ate the food of the
penstrated. In a sense the encapsulators wers allowing themselves to be
encapsulated, Howsver this is palpably a temporary and strategic
phenomenon for in the snd the results will most likely be the same as
that of the encapsulation of 5aM, although the method has besn

diametrically different.
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Encapsulation of tribal sociesties assumes the rsordering of
certain vital features of social organization such as settlement
patterns, marriage rules pertaining to endogamy and exegamy, lineage

politics and the two key components, ettitudes-te tarboorwali and tor.

The thesis will attempt to show that this is not always so.

It is axiomatic that social structural change can be measured
or examined in relation to an anterior form of social reality. Hence the
need to construct from histerical accounts, case=~studiss and field=-work
data a model of Pukhtun tribal society, The economic situation pre-
determines the social situation and acts to underline the principles of
agnatic squality, relationships which subwsume agnatic rivalry. I will
be showing through cass~studies how social organization is affected by
the geographical situation and economic constraints. For instance, shooting
during feuds cannot last for more than a few days at a time especially
when one party has captured the water-well, the key to the village, of
the other party. Victory is then assumed and concedsed and some sort of
agreement invariably reached. A political point has however been clearly
made, the poipt of lineage hegemony. The poor eccnomic hase, one
half=nourished crop if it rains that year, along with their geo~political
situation have brought together a combination over the last centuries to
create three survival patterms for the tribals and help us understand
tribesmen and their strategy vis-a-vis sncapsulating systems: (1) emigration
(2) unorthodox and often illegal sources of income such as smuggling and
dacoity (3) political allowances by encapsulating or largsr societies
in return for concessions in the form of penetration.

what then are the fundamental principles of Pukhtun social
organization? The underlying prineiples of Pukhtun social organization
are three-fold and interconnected: the primary principle rests on

tarboorwali which in turn crudely snsures a ceiling to the wealth and

e L ey et g
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power an individual may accumulate and therefore more or less forces the
second principle which is an intenss spirit of democracy that finds
ratification in the tribal charter. The third prineiple is that of

honour deriving from certain features of the Pukhtun Code particularly
regarding women and their chastity (Chapters 4 and 7). The model as

built through the case-studiés reveals a mants world in the most
chauvinistic sense of the concept. There is manifest and constant
glorification of machismo. The entire concepts of Pukhte revolve round
the concept of manhood (saritob) and honour which in turn involves man's
.ideal image of himself. The highest compliment is 'he is a man' (saray day).
The thres key and prestige conferring symbols of tribal society, the male
guest house (hujra), thé gun (topak) and the council of elders (jirga)
are exclusively the ressrve of Pukhtun males, In the most profound sense
it is a man's world,,

The central issues in Pukhiun socisty revolve arcund the pursuit
of power, status. and wealth, a pursuit that is clasely related and limited
to agnatic kin on the tribal genealogical charter. The symbolism of
unilineal descent from a common apical ancestor is effective in articulate
ing a great deal of the organizational functions of these groups. As 1
hope to illustrate in the study the operative segment of the tribe which
defines the gensalogical and gsographical boundaries, the arena of conflict,
and produces its leaders and alliances, in the sub=section, I shall analyze
.triéal social organization and politicael activity in terms of the
sub=-section as the operative lineage. The single most importént feature
of society with far-=reaching socio-economic ramificatiens is that of
agnatic rivalry. 4s Freudian man is charged with hostility towards his
father and Malinowskian man against avuncular authority the object of

hostility to the Pukhtun is his Father's Brother's Son (tarboor). The
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answers to guestions underlying beth psychelogical and sociological
motivation invariably lie in agnatic kin or tarboor relationships and
at the cors of the concept of agnatic rivalry translated in society as
tarboorwali, There is thus a significant dividing line between true
siblings and classificatory siblings. 'Balanced oppasition' in tribal
structure means the opposing subgroups of cousins usually of that
genaration.
The Pukhtun modsl presupposes that politics is a central activity

involving competition for power and as a mode for acquiring privilege
and status in society. I will be arguing that pukhtunwall survives and
that its main aim is political demination at a certain lineage levsl and
not sconemic aggrandization, Political domination gives political status
which in turn affords access to politicel administration which may or may
not give direct economic bénefits. The implications for agnatic rivalry
are obviouss: while appropriating peower agnatic rivals are excluded from
it. It is a 'zero-sum' situation (Barth 1959), The structure of political
domination is at once a bsehaviourial and an ideslogical phenomenon.
Briefly, the problem concerns the Pukhtun viesw of his qurld and the
changes set in motion within it as a conssguence of encapsulation.
Deviance from and compromise of the Pukhtun model are soecial mechanisms
of adjustment. The awareness of deviance poses an acute dilemma for the
Pukhtun: sither he rejects his Code or removes himself to those
unencapsulated arsas where he can practioe it. The dilemma is still
unresolved as the study will illustrate.

- Tribal 1life on varying social and political levels is a constant
struggle against attempts to capture, cage or encapsulate it by larger
state systems. Howsver it is already totally imprisoned in the bonds of its

own Code. For SAM the test is severe, the Code still survives to an extent
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in the face of the rather shabby symbols and feeble attempts of
sncapsulation, The encounter debilitates the tribal system by attacking
it at its most vulnerable and yet vital spot: the Codej the very cors and
essence of Pukhtunness and that which forms and defines a Pukhtun. In
this encounter there can be no synthesis, no harmonious absorption of

one system into another; there can be only stages of rejection. I am
arguing that S5AM is an gspect of TAM as a consequence of political
operations.

I will show how lineages, particularly the operative lineage,
interact with each other in conflict and alliances around the concept of
tarboorwgli through extended case~-studiss from TAM and SAM over three and
four generations (Chapter 7). How one lineage emerges and in direct
proportion the other linsages decline resulting in shifting settlement

- arrangements, marriage patterns, economic and pelitical activity is
thereby made clear (Chapters 8 and 9). The important variable is the
interaction with the colonizing power and its vast resources (Chapters
3, 5 and 10). Administrative patronage confers status and income as it
creates a broker role for the Malike(petty chiefs/headmen). Another
important factor is the sxpulsion of groups from the Tribal Areas into
the Settled Areas who over two or three gensrations make their fortunse,
first as tenants then as sub-infeudators and collaterals of land,and
return to reinvest it ip the continuation ef lineage feuds. In short I
shall show the relationships of lineages te changing political situations,
which in turn, involve changing attitudes towards sach other and towards
social and cultural values, Pukhto is still spoken but more difficult to
doe I will relate the shifting lineage positions and conflicts to
encapsulating systems and, in turnm, tribal strategy which will illuminats

theoretically how lineage structures and Pukhto conmcepts undergo changes
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as a result of such encounters. Part of the thesis involves the concept
of encapsulation which in turn brings with it the awareness of fohmandness
in the act of migration, an awareness successfuily manipu;atad for
political or professional purposes, as I shall show through case-studies
(Part Thﬁee).

The total period during which I was studying the Mohmands, bstween
1974 and 1577, confirmed part of my thesis that Pukhtunwali survives in
its ideal form if given the right ecological environment and the condition
of political unencapsulation. With changing economic factors,such as
development schemes bringing new sources of income and a form of
encapsulation through penetration,valuss even in TAM have begun te change
(Parth Three)., In 1973 the year ittie development schemes began the last
agnatic killing was committed. A certain correlation is apparent, If the
peace in Shati Khel bscomes a permanent condition it would, paradoxically,
imply deviant Pukhtun behaviour if we are to refer to the ideal-type.

However,the thesis that Pukhtun‘social structuré and Code
survive encapsulation is partly refuted and partly substantiated by the
very application and nature of the model in TAM and SAM respectively
and its geo-political requirements as I will show, Diachronic analysis
of the modsel will enable us to examine the historical and structural
circumstances of its appearance, reproduction and finally precesses of
alteratioﬁ and reduction in SAM as epiphenomencr., The two important
features making for its empirical validity arse the gtability of the model
and its capacity to rsproduce itself successfully over some four centuries
at least. These features provide the basis for the formulation of the
problems what social and cultural criteria determine the transmission of
values from ons generation to the next? or, through what social mechanism

doss a society prevent breakdown of transmission in the face of
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encapsulating systems that herald special and sconomic change? The answers

are central to my thesis,

" ii. Methodology

aes methad in the field

The thesis will be worked out within a frame of Pukhtun life that
inclﬁdas both the grand symmetry of tribal linsage structure with its
varying and interconnected arches and spans and also, on another level,
the trivia and minutiae of daily existence: the cold gesometrical
arrangements and precision of anthropological tribal lineage charts
combined with the smells and sounds of svery=day village life. I will not
be concerned only with the area of the village, heads of animal, extent of
rural credit, linsage charts etc, in themselves but as part of larger
structural arrangements of social organization. I wish to present the
whole range of ethnographic data reflecting the humdrum of every-day life
that the average informed rsader may wish to ses for himself in order to
learn about the Pukhtums, but at the same time I will order the data in
such a manner as to clearly illustrate the underlying principles of Pukhtun
social organization, The feormer without the latter is to my mind hsurist-
iecally an unrswarding and even incomplete anthropological exerecise. But
the latter without regard to the former risks the danger of becoming a
rarified model and lnsing touch with social reality.

First, a few words about my field-work areas, It is important to
understand clearly the distinction betwsen Tribal Areas and Settled Areas,
as it provides- the basis of division among the Mohmands with far-reaching
ramifications. The Tribal Arsas ¢f the North-West Frontier Province of
Pakistan consist of seven Political Agencies (Map 1). Theydiffer from the

settled Arsas in that
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MAP 13
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(1) no Criminal or Civil Procedure Codes of Pakistan épply
(2) they are not subject to the payment of taxes or rents of any kind, Many
peripheral Islamic tribes like the Kababish Arabs pay taxes (Asad 1970:154)
and there are officially appointed Sheikhs to collect them.
(3) they are loossly administered through a political administration
.whose main aim is to ensure general tribal peace especially in headgquarters
and on major roads. The administrative arrangement of *Pax Britannical',
confirmed in the tribal treatiss of 'accessiont at the turn of the century
that whatever happens a hundred yards off the road on either side is no
concern of the administration, was respected by the Suuernment of Pakistan.
The designation of the head of the Agency, the Political Agent, underlines
the contractual and political nature of the relationship. His designation
contrasts with the officer in charge of a Settled District who is called
by three names and wears three hats: for purposes of taxes he is District
Collector, for administering law, the District Magistrate and for
maintenance of law and order the Deputy Commissioner. The Tribal Areas are
Federally Administered but are attached to the Provincial Government of
the North=West Frontier Province for administrative purposes because of
gaographical and historical reasons.
{(4) no political parties or modern politics are allowed as stipulated in
the original tribal treatles. The voting right is reserved for the
efficially listed Malika,

Living in one or other Area is a political condition of which the tribal

people are explicitly aware. Tribesmen contrast ilaga Sarkar { 1iterally

Government Area) with ghair ilaga { outside the Area)and conceptualize
the two as antithetical forms of social and political organization.
Ghair literally means alien, foreign or strange. GShair ilaga tribesmen live

in a state of siba' or 'institutionalized dissidence! (Gellner 1969a: 1).















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































