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Abstract

This thesis presents -a syntactic descrip-
tion of spoken Tamil, based on the auth-
or's own speech.

The introductory first chapter describes
briefly some characteristics of Tamil and
gives a note on the methodology.

This is followed by a chapter which deals
with the transcription used and with fea-
tures of Jjunction.

The structure and system of the sentence,
the clause, the nominal group, the verb-
al group and the adverbial group are des-
cribed in the next five chapters.

The last two chapters deal with the mor-
phology of the nominals and the verbals.
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Chapter One

INTRODUCTION
1.1 The Tanil Language
Tamil is one of the Dravidian languages,; spoken
in South India, Northern and Eastern Ceylon, Malaya,

Mauritius, South Africa and Fiji. Though Tamil phono-
logy and morphology have been studied by many scholars
for a long time,and especially during the last thirty
yearsl, Tamil syntax has been a neglected field until
recently. During the last few years syntax has been
taken up for study by scholars in various countries2.

Vritten Tamil has a long literary tradition da-
ting back to the third century B.C. The earliest ex-—
tant grammar Tolkaappiyam is said to belong to this
century.

Tolkaggdyvam deals with phonetics, phonology and
morphology in great detail and it is amazing how scien-
tific the treatment is and how close it is to modern

3

linguistic principles”,

The earliest extant literature is in verse form,
but this does not rule out the possibility of the exis-
tenge of prose literature. Tolkapiyvam refers to four

types of prose literature, viz. a. prose found in poet-

ical literature, b. completely prose works, c.comedy

L

and d. satire.

1. K.Zvelebil, 1961. Reference works are referred
to by author's surname and the year of publication.
2, M.Andronov,196L4., Corré, 1962., Zvelebil, 1962,,

Pillai.S.A. 1963., Pope, 1911., Arden.A.H. 1934.

3. In the section on production of sounds, Tolkaa-~
ppiyam describes quite distinctly how various sounds

are produced. €.8. #3317 qHndn DL GO S et io

¢ and n are produced by friction of the front of the

tongue and the hard palate. Tolkaappiyam,E}ut.Pig.B




This grammar also refers to a standard language
and dialectng and onc may detect dialectal differcn-
ces in the extant literature of this sarly period.

Until the arrival of European missionaries in
South India in the 18th century there is very l1little
trace of prose literature. However, the Tanil country
abounds in inscriptions dating from the eigth century
onwards.The languagc of these inscriptions may be said
to be nearer the spoken language than the written.

Prose literature proper begins with the religi-
ous writings of the Christian missionaries., Their main
aim was to spread their faith in as simple a language
as possible and they chose something approximating to
the spoken style. A useful by-product of this religi-
ous movement was a record of the spoken form of this
period in the form of dictionaries, grammars and reli-
gious writings.

Since then attempts have been made by writers
to introduce colloquial forms into their writings but
the rigidity of Tamil characters has put a limitation.
Even now this handicap has not been entirely overcome
and until new characters are introduced into the syl-
labary colloquial forms may not be precisely represen-
ted in writings.

In any discussion of the Tamil language one has
to recognize that the written language is vastly diff-
erent from the spoken language. It is necessary to
set up different phonological, morphological and gram-
matical structures and systems for the two types.Hence
it may be said that the written and spoken languages
are two 'dialects'. This may be illustrated with
some cxamples:

L. Tolkaapoiyam, Porul, ceyyul, 166

5 Tolkaappiyam, Col. eccam, 1.
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s sn 68 5T ‘
naan vanteen, I came

[na:n v nde:n]

[na vendec]

3B LAG Mgl guaul ORLLS

anta maafu oo{ip pooy vif{atu, that cow ran away

[ends ma:qw o:fip po:j vilttedwl

[ends ma:qw o:qip po:ccw ]

The spoken language of Tamilnad is a rich field
for study and rescearch,because of its great complexity.
Within the complexity produced by regional and caste
dialects, one finds that sex, education, occupation
and other factors introduce further complications7.

Thus, though one can confidently tallk about a
standard written Tamil,it is only with some hesitation
one can discuss a standard spoken Tamil.

It is in fact not easy to recognize a standard
spoken Tamil, though some scholars argue that such a
form is now in the process of evolving.8 What one can
say at the moment is that the educated population of
Tanilnad uses a form which does not exhibit much diale-
ctal tracesg.

The term 'spoken Tamil' used in the title of
this thesis is to be understood with these reservati-
ons. It may be said without exaggeration that most of

the examples cited in this thesis would be accepted as

6. The order in which the examplecs are set out is
as follows: Tamil script, written form using the trans-
cription employed in this thesis, phonetic transcrip-
tion of the written form and that of the spoken form.

7. Subbiah,R. 1962
8. Zvelebil, K. 196La.
9. The 'spoken' Tamil used on platforms and in

class-rooms is very close to the standard written Tamil
and thus is very diffevent fvom the ‘colloquial’ language.




"standard', i.e. without showing any noticeable dialect-
al variations.

1.2 Some_ general characteristics of Tamil grammatical

structurcs

-y msen meime

clause . . .
There are two mailn sentenee types in Tamil. One

contains a verb, e.g. avan vantaan, he came; the other
does not contain a verb but two nominals in certain re-
lationship, which may be termed predicative or cquation-
al bipartite, e.g. avan nallavan, he (is a) good (boy).
A simple ségigiae in its minimal form may contain only
one verb or one nominal. Sentenceé4a}e not usually longs
and rarely contain more than four clauses.

Subordinate elements generally precede the super-
ordinate. For example, dependent clauses precede the in-
dependent clauses, modifiers precede the modified and the
verb occurs last in normal speech. The word-order may be
changed (except for that of the nominal group) in platfo-
rm speech, story-telling, etc., for special purposes or
for emphasis.

Concord in gender, number and person may be obser-
ved between the nominal head and the verbal head.

The structuré{g?“?ﬁterrogative, indicative and ne-
gative sentences are identical, except that the interro-
gative contains an interrogator and the negative contains
a negative verbal form.

Tamil is an agglutinative language enploying a lar-
ge number of suffixes. The word-classes may be set up
based entirely on morphology. The order of occurrence of
suffixes is fixed and may be said to be precise and sys-

.1 - . o
tematic O. There are no prefixes or infixes.

10. When describing the Tamil language Meile says:
"... une langue fixée de longue date, riche ... précise,
d'une structure trés systématigne, on pourrait dire
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The verb 1s the basic unit in Tamil in the sense
that structures with verbs as a unit are more numerous
than structures with nominals as a unit.

Below the rank of group, the rank of word is et
up. The words in Tamil wmay be grouped into four class-—
es, viz. nominals, verbals, adverbs and adjectives.These
are based on syntactic criteria. Thus all nominals,when

not bearing a suffix, may function at N all adverbs at

5
A and all verbals at V. The adjectiveslare capable of
functioning at ¥ in the nominal group.

While only certain word-classes may function at
a certain element of structure, e.g. nominals (non-aff-
ixed) at ng it is possible for more than one word-class
to function at another element of structure, e.g. nomi-
nals (affixed) and adverbs at A. Similarly certain word-
class may function at more than one place in structure
if it is suffixed, e.g. nominals (non-affixed) at N, and
when affixed at N, and A.

2
Words are capable of functioning alt certain places

1

in structure by themselves. They may consist of single
roots or may contain one or more suffixes. Suffixes are
of two types: derivational and syntacticll. Derivational
suffixes are affixed so that bases are formed, to which
are affixed the syntactic suffixes.

Particles are different from words in that they
may not occur by themselves as words do. They to~aceur
with eertain word-classes at certain places in structu-
re. The characteristic of particles is their mobility
within a given structure.

Word initially there may be a vowel or one of a
restricted number of consonants. The absolute word fi-

{rationnelle>...' Meile.p.l1l37. This statement may, I
think, be very aptly applied to morphology in particul-
ar.

11. M.Haas, p.35
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nal is always a vowel in spoken Tamil. Clusters of more
than two consonants are generally characteristic of verb-
al forms only. Voiced and tense articulations ocecur
only medially in a word, or at inter-word junctions.
Features of junction may be observed within the

structure of words, groups and clauses. Above the rank
of words, these junctional features may be co-related wi-
th the grammatical features.

1.3 Methodology

This analysis is based on Professor J.R. Firth's
theory of 'structure and system', which he expounds in
his article 'A synopsis of linguistic theory 1930-55' 12,

To analyse the structure of spoken Tamil, five
ranks are set up.13 They are sentence, clause, group, wo-
rd and morpheme. The analysis proceeds from sentence to
morpheme in a descending order. FEach unit is described
in terms of the anit immediately below it. o L

At each rank, certain units function;the rank and
the units are set out below.

rank units
sentence simple sentence
complex sentence
clause major clause
minor clause
group nominal group
verbal group
adjectival group
adverbial group

12. J.R. Firth, 1957 f.

13, The concept of ranks is taken over from Halliday.
See Halliday, 1961.
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rank units

word nominals
verbals
adjectives
adverbs

morpheme roots
suffixes
particles .

for each unit the structure is abstracted, aund

the structure is described in terms of elements of
L -
structurelp. 'or each structure and for each element
1
of structure, systems 5 are set up, wherever more

than one term operates in that place in structure.

A certain unit is said to 'function' at a cert-
ain place in structure, if it fills that place,

Systems are not set up for the sentence, as
they are the highest units abstracted for grammatical
analysis, though they may function in higher units
such as paragraphs, narratives, etc.16 Similarly no
grammatical structure is set up for morphemes, as
there is no rank below that of morphenes.

Collocational restrictions are introduced at

17

various places in the analysis.

1k, "grammatical analysis then deals with texts by
setting up structures and systems. The constituent

elements of syntactical structures are not words, but
generalized classes and categories by means of which
the interior relations of the elements may be stated.
««. The terms structure and elements of structure are
not used to refer to a whole laiguage or even to what
may be portions of language, but exclusively to cate-
gories abstracted from common word form or textual

form.' Firth,1957f. See also Robins,1953; Allen, 1954,

15. Systems are'... a set of paradigmatic relations
between commutable units or terms which provide values
for the elemeunts of structure.’' Firth,1957f. p.17.

16. 2bing, 1964, pp.l90-1
17. See footnote Lt on p.67.
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Chapter Tw3

TRANSCRIPTION
and
JUNCTIONAL FEATURES

N
[

General remarks

The sgymbols of the transcription used in this the-
sis cannot be interpreted without some understanding of
the conventions of the Tamil orthographic system. For ex-
ample,; the orthography does not provide for voiced plosi-
ves and fricatives; hence words like v &¢w and Husie  use
the same letter & medially and initially. The transcrip
tion records these words as makan and kafjitam, the pho-
ngﬁhgggalues of which are [m¢xe] and [kegive] respective-
1y, From the examples given it will be noticed that the
orthography uses the nasal symbols s (n) and & (m) at
word final. This convention is also followed in the
transcription (2.5).

The phonetic values of the vowel symbol a, for ex-
ample, varies with the place of occurrence in a word,but
these differences are not represented in the orthography
by the use of gpecial characters. On the other hand,the
orthography recognizes five different nasalsfﬁuﬁJﬂﬁ'¢:&;
homorganic with the plosives & 4 .. , & . These are
represented in the transcription by p, n, n, m and n and
the plosives by k;, ¢, {, p and t, which accord with the
phonetic values of the nasals to be observed. Within the
word, the nasal plosive complexes are always homorganic,
and it would therefore be possible in a transcription to
use a single n.

In recognizing the word divisions, too, the trans-
cription follows the modern orthographic conventions.
Thus at word junctions plosives may he seen to occur tho-
ugh at absolute word final they may not. exx.
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avanaig paartteen, I saw himn.

The symbols of the transcription have therefore
to be interpreted according to the place where they oc-
cur and in this sense the transcription may be consider-
ed broadly phonemic; its purpose is to serve as a broad
reading transcription and to identify the orthographic
forms when they occur.

The symbols are listed in the following tables
one after the other according to their position in a
word, i.e. initial, medial or final, and stated whether
they are simple or complex. The phonetic values are gi-
ven against each symbol.

The symbols may be grouped into two sets: conso-
nants and vowels. Simple consonants are: k, ¢, {, ts D>
Y, Ny N, m, ny, *y 1, s v, ¥y and a. Complex consonants
are: kk, cc, {t, tt, pps, nny, mm, nn, rr, 11, {1, VvV, Y¥;
nk, nc, ni, nt and mp. Vowels are: i, e, a, o and u wh-
ich are short and ii, ee, aa, oo and uu, which arec long.

2.2 Simple consonants

2.21 Simple - initial

vlss./ symbol bi-T lab- dent. alv. pala. vel,
vd. lab, dent.
vlss. ©p- plosive 18]
t- t
k- k
¢~ fricative S
vd. m- nasal i
n- n
1l- lateral 1
r- fricative 5 T
V- v
y- semivowel J
1. vlss.- voiceless:; vd.- voiced; bi-lab.- bilabial;

lab.dent.- labio-dental; dent.-~ dental; alv.- alveolar;
pala.- palatal; vel.- velar; retro.- retroflex; alv.pal-
| alveolo-palatal.
; 2., In fast speech this may occur as a frictionless

continuant ¥ .
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1l and r initials are very rare and occur only in
loan words. All plosives are unaspirated in my speech
though minimal aspiration may be obscrved in some speak-
ers. Firth rccognizes slight aspiration in the cases
of k and p3. Presence or absence is not distinctive in
Tamil and s> aspiration is only a phonetic characteris-

tic in the spesch of some speakers.

2.22 Simple - medial

vlss. symbol bi- lab. dent. alv. re- vel
vd. lab. dent. pala. tro.
vd. -p~ fricative 3

-t~ )

-1~ flap q n
vlss. «k- fricative X

- S
vd. -m- nasal m

—T)m n

-n- nasal flap 5 n

-1- alveolar 1

-r- fricative T

-1~ lateral flap 1

-v—- frictionless o

continuant !
— - I
-y- semivowel J

IMlap articulations are made with the blade of
the tongue curled back and flapped forward. The under
side of the tip of the tongue makes a momentary conta-
ct with the hard palate.

Consonants do not occur at absolute word final
position except m and n (2.5).

3. Firth, 193L4.

L. In fast speech this may occur as W

5 'a very clear 1, pronounced with the tip of the
tongue touching the teeth ridge near the teeth, or

dental...' Firth, 1934. In my speech this is always
alveolar,
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2.3 Complex consonants - medial
vliss., gymbol bi- Iab., dent. alv. alv. pala. ret.ve
vd. lab. dent. pala. ro_
vlss. -pp- plosive e
~tt- tt
-kk~ kk
-1t- , it
~-cC— tJ
vd. -min- nasal mm
—-1NI11— nn
-~ nn
-11- lateral 11
-rr- roll rr
-11- lateral 11
~-vv- fricative NAY
-yy- semivowel 33

-vv- and -yy- occur only in very few words.

vd. -mp- plosive mb
~-nt- nd
-n{- nq
-nc- nds,
_._131{.—. g
iiedial consonant clusters such as -pp{{-, -PP{Tr-»
etc., occur in quick speech; but it is possible to ob-
serve a vocalic glide especially in slow speech, thus

giving interrupted seguences like ~pputt-, —pputer— ete,

2.5 Vowels - short
initial and medial
sympol _front centre back

1 close 1
¢ half-

close &
a open v
o half-

close 0
u close u
final
-1 c¢lose i
-2 half-

close e

-a half-

open =
-1 close W
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Vowels -~ long

initial and medial.
symbol front centre back
11 close i
ce half-
close e
aa open a:
oo half-
open
un close

o O

final

~1i closc i

-8 open as
~uu close e

In the final position the vowels are not as long
as they are in initial or medial position. However,the
transcription employs the symbols aa, ii, and uu to

show that the vowel quality and quantity are different
from those of a, i and u.

2.5 Nasal consonants in final position

The transcription uses two nasal symbols at ab-
solute word final position, and they are m and n. In
actual specch one does not observe any oral closure.
The precceding vowel 1s nasalized and also differs in
quality.

The nasal final syllables are given below with
their phonetic values.

Verbals Nominals
~eern e —an e
~00m 0 —am o
—aan a -aan a
Co-ordinating Adverb
particles een e
—um o

~aamn a

In the verbals the vowel symbols preceding the
nasal symbols are represented by ee, oo and aa,rather
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than by e, o and a. This preference is given because
of the distinct length and gquality of the vowels when
the word takes a suffix. e.g.

vantaan [venda ] vantaan+nnu [ venda snnwy)

When words having plosive initials or when the
interrogative particle occurs following the nasal fi-
nal syllables, an oral closure accompanied by a plo-
sion may be observed., exxX.

paatam+paiiccaan [pa:den peticcé]6
paatam+keeltaan [pa:qen kesftal
2.6 Junctional features7

It is possible to set up differcent types of
Cevtain units functioning &t certain
Junctional features between elements of structure at
the ranks of word, group and clause.
The total number of prosodies set up are ten
which are: y, ws Qs s gy £y hy 1, o and 08. They
may characterize intra-word or inter-word junctions.

Their distribution is set out below:

6. The nasal-volceless plosive complex may be used
to recognize word-divisions as this can never occur in
word meaial position, where it is always a voiced com-
plex.

In fast speech, however, this nasal-plosive com-
plex may be scen to be voiced to gquite an appreciable
extent: [pa:qembwditfaju

7. For a discussion of 'junction' see Allen 1956.

8. The use of the symbols y, ws, g and o follows
that of the London School of Linguists (Firth, Allen,
Carnochan, Henderson, Palmer, Robins, Scott, Sharp,
Sprigg, Watcrson, Whitley and others). h, £, as, 1s o
and r are symbols chosen arbitrarily, h standing for
homorganicity/nasality, £ for flap articulation, g for
velar plosion, 1 for lateral articulation, o for ab-
sence of u, and word final consonant, and r for alveo~
lar fricative.
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symbol intra-word inter-word Phonetic values
nominal verbal

v v/ V4 v palatal semivowel [ 3]

W v/ v 4 labio-dental fricati-
ve [v]

g v 4 gemination

h VA v homorganicity of the
nasal and voicing of
the plosive, or a
velar nasal [y].

f v V4 lateral flap (1]

v velar plosion or fri-

cative [kk/x]

r v alveolar fricativelr]

1 v/ lateral [1]

) v word final consonant
and absence of u

o V4 v v absence of any of the

above prosodies

The exponent of g-nros>dy is a plosive (or a fri-
cative in the case of c¢) homerganic with the initial plo-
sive of the second element involved. exx.

catfi+piti, catti-p-piti'(written as cattip piti
in the examples given in the thesis).

maatfu+kompu, maafiu-k-kompu (maaituk kompu)

In the case of certain prononmninal forms it is an
alveolar nasal. e¢.g. en+are, en-n-are

When an element with a final nasal is followed
by a plosive initial element, the Jjunction is character-
ized by h-prosody. The exponent of h-prosody is homor-
ganicity of the nasal and voicing of the plosive, though
the voicing need not be present always. GXX.

avan+kaie, avayn kate; avay gafje.

h-prosody may also characterige the junction bet-
ween a vowel final element and a velar plosive initial
element. The exponent of the prosondy is a velar nasal.
Cefo ava+ka, avapka.

t. Hyphens e used +o Indicale e phonetic expenienis of he ‘)\mcucn prosedies.
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aal m¢£§£§ﬁ§%gnghara0teriZeS the junction only when
the/first clement is always [9]and the second element
has a vowel initial. e.g.
ava+e, ava-|-¢

o-prosody characterizes the Jjunction between
the verbal head of the dependent clause of time and
a particle with a vowel initial. The ¢xponent of the
prosody is the occurrence of a consonant at word fi-
nal position (which is not characteristic of the lan-
guage, except when an inter-word juuction is charac-
terized by g-prosodys or, when as a result of the
convention used in the thesis, a nasal consonant oc-
curs), and the absence of u of the first member (i.e.
the verbal head). e.8.

vantapootu+aavatu, vantapoot aavatu

The junction prosodies set up depcend to a lar-
ge extent on the final articulation of the first ele-
ment and the initial articulation of the second element.

final articulation initial articulation prosody
of first element of sccoad element

y-prosodic -V final9 front vowel y
back vowel w
w-prosodic -V final vowel W
vowel plosive q
nasal vowel q
(occurs with two pronominal forms only)
central vowel [o] vowel F
vowel vowel/r v/q
vowel [a/a: ] P T
nasal/vowel plosive h
vowel [a:] vowel 1
vowel [ ] vowel )

This table does not imply automatic Jjunction
prosodies. This has to be used with the table given
earlier on in this section,and with section 2.7,

9. See footnote L4 on p. 112,
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2.7 Phonological relations between elements of
structure

Certain features characterize the junctions bet-
ween the following clements of structure: (L.2)

_M+Nl; No+Vs A+Vs A4N, 5 Vaparticle, V+any unit with a
plosive watval g V:w-,z and WV + Pavticle .~ ;

The first element is termed 'member one’ and the

second 'member two'.

2.71 M+I¥

1

The modifier must be (i) a nominal without  the
nominal suffix -coje, (ii) one of the following classes
of adjectives: a. demonstrastives, b. interrogatives, c.
numeral (quantity) and 4. form.

If the modifier is a human noun whose roots end
in a vowel, no phonological relationship may be scet up.
eXX. tampi+kafe, tampi kate;*tampi—k—kate

£

ava+kate, ava kate; = ava-k-kate

(?‘ -~ does wol ocreur) -

2.72  Ny#v

This 1s the nouinal group functioning at N2 fol-

lowed by a verpal hecad, The phonological relations may
be set up when the oominal suffix -e occurs and not oth-

. 10
Crwisc,

10. Zvelebil writes:'... vétarp pititta puli tappip-
poyirru, the tiger which caught the hunters escaped...
vetar pititta puli atipattatu, the tiger caught by the
hunters was beaten. In the first instance syntacto-
phonemics (rules of 'external sandhi') helps to provi-
de an additional indicator (the change of the initial
short stop in isolatcd position to a long stop when
following o noun ending in -r which is the goal of the
action expressed by the following word, which is mani-
fested in graphemics by the gemination of the symbol
for the stop) of the differences in meaning and cons-
truction in the two instances.' Zvelebil,;1962.p.121.fn.2
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2.73 A+V and A+N

2

The adjunct must be filled by a nominal group con-
taining the nominal suffix -ukku or -{fe, or an adverb,

It is followed either by a verbal head or a nomni-

nal functioning at N2.

2.7 V4particlaes

Only the verbal head of (i) dependent clause of
time, or (iil) conditional dependent clausc may occur at

V. The particles involved have a vowel initial. a-prosedy
chavacterizes the }unctfoy\ .

2.8 Prosodies

2,81 g-prosody

g-vrosody characterizes the Jjunction when member
two has a plosive (or a fricative c) initial.
d-HN g catti-p—piti;l, the handle of a pot
aaftu-t-tale, the head of a goat.

Another set of examples he gives is: kalalp partta nari,
the jackal which saw the bull; kalai partta nari, the
jackal seen by the bull.

The first example in these sets of cxamples giv-

en by Zvelebil to support his 'external sandhi' phenome-
non does not occur either in spoken Tamil or in modern
Tamil writing. Only in the classical literaturc this
can be Justificd, though this is not frequent. Hence
Zzvelebil's standpoint that 'external sandhi' may be used
to distinguish the structure and meaning of the cxamples
he gives (which are from modern Tamil), seems question-
able.,.
11. This phonological relationship may be used to id-
entify a sequence of nouns which have a modifier-mnodifi-
ed relationship, from a sequence of nouns, which have a
co~ordinated relationship and function at Ny, of a clau-
se structure (it is true that co-ordination is further
indicated by the particle ellaam.cf.H.8.).CXX.
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2.75 V + any unit with a plosive initial

At V, the verbal head of either the conditional
or the completive dependent clause may occur. The
junction 1is characterized by g-prosody.

2.76 V+V

Member one is the verbal head of the infinitival
dependent clause and member two may be the verbal head
of either another dependent clause or an independent
clause, provided the verbal head has a plosive initial.
The junction is characterized by g-prosody.

2.77 Ny Particle

N, is filled by substantives of Class III (8.23)
and the particle concerned is kuuta. The junction is
characterized by h-prosody.
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N,+V tampiye-p-paatteen, (r) saw {(my) brother
avane-k-kuuppiteen, (I) called him
A+V  tampikki-k-kofuttaan, (he) gave (it)to him

A+, tampikki-p-pacam(kofutteen),
(I gave)a fruit to (my) brother

V+ unit with a plosive initial © avan kuupptiat/tampi poovaan, 1€ he ealls/(my)
brother will gu.

V+V: avan Vﬂ?’(\ﬂ/ccnn aav he/ﬁsmd (me) /-{0 go .

2.82 y-prosody

y-prosody characterizes the junction if (i) in
the structure M+N1, when the modified has a front vow-
el initial and the modificr has a y-prosodic -V final.
EXX. catti-y-ati, the base of a pot
(ii) in the other structures, if the initial vowel of
member two is a front vowel. exx.

pagatte-y-etuttaan, (he) took the fruit

avanukku-y-~eleye(k kofuttaan),
(he) (gavec the) leaf to him.

2,83 W-prosody

In the structure M+, if (i) the modified has

a vowel initial and the modifier has a w-prosodic fi-

nal -V, w-prosody characterizes the junction.e.g.
pacu-v-ati, the foot of the cow

(ii) the modifier has a y-prosodic final -V and the

modified has a back vowel.c.g.

kate-v-ooram, the sidc of the shop

2,84 l-prosody

When the verbal hea@éf a conditional dependent
clause is followed by a particle with a vowel initial
the Jjunction is characterized by l-prosody. €xX.

pefti-c~caavi, the key of the box
petli caavi ellaam, the key and the box.
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vantaa-l-um, even if he comes

vantaa-l-aavatu, if he comes at 1eastl2

2.85 9-pProsody

The junction between the verbal head of the de-
pendent clause of time and a particle with a vowel in-
itial, is characterized by o-prosody. exx.

vantapootu+aavatu, vantapoot aavatu

vantapootu+aa, vantapoot aa.

2,86 h-prosody

h-prosody characterizes the junction (i) when
the first member has a nasal final and member two has
a plosive initial.exx.
M+1\Tl maram+kotti, maran kotti
N,+V paajam+tkee{faan, paafan keeff{aan
(ii) when the plural suffix -ka is affixed to nominals.
CXX., payyan+ka, payyap-ka
ponnu+ka, ponnu-rp-ka
ava+ka, ava-p-ka,

(i) when dhe pavticie kKuufa follows the substantive of class W funclioning at Ny.

MUY LIAN + feadfd , MUyuicarn - erada .

12. For some speakers the junction may be character-
ized by w-prosody, thus giving vantaa-v-aavatu.
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Chapter Three
SENTENCE

3.1 General remarks

Sentences form the highest unit of analysis in
this thesis. They arc treated both linguistically and
extra-linguistically.

3.2 Definition of sentence - linguistically

Sentences may be recognized phonologically and
grammatically. Phonologically there ié?%gyghce befo-
re and after the sentence. Grammatically sentences
may be recognized in terms of clauses (L.311 and L4.511)
They may be simple, containing only one independent
clause - either major or minor, or complex, contain-
ing one independent clause and one or more dependent

clauses, again either major or minor.

543 Definition of sentence - extra-linguistically

Extra-linguistically sentences may be grouped
into context-free and context-bound sentencesl.Those
which cannot be opening sentences in a text; i.e. th-
ose that need a previous utterance, arc termed con-
text-bound. They are fragmentary and are replaceable
by context-frec sentences, of which they form part.
For example, vantasn, -(he) came, may be a response to

g question murukan vantaan aa, did Murukan come?

1. vocatives, which are described under minor cl-
auscs and context-bound scntences described under 3.3
are treated under non-favourite or minority pattern
sentence types by Robins. Sce Robins 196L.pp.232~3.
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vantaan i1s context-bound and it may be replaced by mu-
rukan vantaan, iurukan came. The former, thus forms
part of the latter. Similarly, tampi, (my) Dbrother
and neettu, yoesterday may be responses to guestions.
They are fragmctary as they are part of larger utter-
ances, viz, tampi vantaan, (my) brother came and neettu
vantaan, (he) came yesterday. Thus, it may be seen
that tampi and neettu are context-bound.

The term context is used here in the Firthian
sense and it refers to 'analytic relations set up bet-
ween parts of a text', which forms part of a wider
"'set of situational relations', viz. context of situ-
ationz.

It must be emphasized that the terms context-
free and context-bound are not synonyms of independe-
nt and dependent clauses regpectively. While the fo-
rmer are extra-linguistic terms, the latter are gram-
matical terms. Context-frecc and context-bound senten-
ces may occur by themselves, but dependent clauses
may not do so. They may occur only with the indepen-
dent clauses.,

2 Firth 1957f. p.5
'At the "upper' level of situational or semantic

meaning or function, Firth developed the Malinowskian
context of situation for the purposes of analysis,but
in a somewhat more abstract sense. Whereas the conte-
Xt of Malinowski had been the actual relevant bits of
the environment, physical, physiological, traditional,
cultural, and so on, Firth proposed the context of si-
tuation should be understood as an abstract framework
of categories of different kinds...' Robins,1962.p.18
See also Malinowski,1935:; Robins, 1952; Firth, 1957d.
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Chapter Four

h.1 General remarks

Clausc 1s the unit next below sentencol. A clause
is termed a major clause 1f it contains the clcement of
structure V; if it does not contain V, the clause 1s te-
rmed a minor clause.

Thus it 1is scen that the clauses may be grouped
into major and minor clauses. A simple sentence may con-
sist of an independent major (L.3%11) or independent  mi-
nor (L.%11) clause. A complex sentence consists of one
or more depcndent major (4.312) and/or minor (L.512) cl-
auses and onc indepcondent major clause2. XX,
simple i murukan vantaan, Murukan came (ind.maj.clausc)

sentencd: murukan nallavan,Murukan(is a)good(boy)
(ndependent minor clause)

oomplexz murukan vantaa/naan colreen,
if Murukan comes/I will tell(him).

sentencgﬁ (dept.maj.cl/indept.maj.cl)

murukan nallavannu/naan colroen,
I will tell/that Murukan (is a)good(boy
(dept.minor.cl/indpt.maj.cl)

1. 'La phrasc sc décomposc, généralement en unc séric
de semiphrases, termines chacune par un gérondif. Normale-
ment, la phrase commcnce pour le sujet et se termine par
le verbe.' Meilce.p.lhl.

2. Minor clauscs arc not generally superordinate in
a complex sentence. However, they may be scen to be su-
perordinate, if they arc preceded by a conditional depen-
dent clausc, containing the emphasizing particle taan,
CXX. naan coana pati cencaat taan/nii nalla pille,

only if (you) do as I say/you (are a)good child

pariccele motalaavataa vantaat taan/avan keffik-
kaaran, only if (he) comes first iz the examination/he
(is a)eclever(boy). i

This typc of scatenceys ape not very comaon.
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L.,2 The structure of major clauses

The elements of structure in a major clause are

Nys Ny A and V. N, stands for 'subject', N, for 'ob-

2
ject', A for adjunct and V for 'predicate'. Besides this, they
also stand for Me shuctuval position they £ill in a senience (4-332 & 4.533).

b,21 The element of structure N

1

Nl is filled by a nominal or a nominal group,
the head of which is in non-oblique form (i.e. with no
nominal suffix). The nominal head exhibits concord wi-
th the indicative concordial verbal head of the indepe-

ndent major clause in gender, number and person.

L.211 Concord

The nominal head may be in the first, second or
third person, singular or plural, The verbal head, if
it is indicative concordial (o.3), takes the appropri-
ate personal ending.exx.

lst person sing. naan/vanteen, I/came
plu. naapgka/vantoom,we(excl)/came
namma,/vantoom,we(incl )/came
2nd person sing. nii/vante,you/came
plu.} niipgka/vantiipka, you/came

and hon.,.
3rd person sing& avan/vantaan, he/came
mas. |
fem. ava/vantaa, she/came

mas & em-PLlU.) avanka/vantaapka,he(she)/came
and hon. |
mas.)| appaa/vantaanka,(my)father/
hon. | came -
neut.sing. atu/vantuccu, it/came
plu. atupka/vantuccugka , they/came

10 the
verbal head at V takes a singular personal ending and

When singular nominal head occurs at N

when plural head occurs at N a plural ending is cho-

19
sen at V. However, when an honorific singular nomin-
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al head, e.g. appaa, father, amma, mother, is used in a
honorific sense (i.e. a term of respect) regardless of
the gender, the personal ending chosen is plural.

L.22 The element of structure V

V is the defining element of structure for major
clauses. It is filled by a verbal head, which is fini-
te if it occurs in an independent clause and non-finite
(or affixed finite, 4.3%122) if it occurs in a dependent
clause. Hence it may be stated that there may only be
onc finite verbal head in a sentence in Tamil; it exhi-
bits concord with the nominal head if the verbal head
is indicative concordial. The non-finite verbal head
does not exhibit concord with the nominal head. This
does not necessarily mean that concord may not be obse-
rved in dependent clauses, because when an affixed fi-
nite verbal head occurs at V of the dependent clauses,
it exhibits concord with the nominal head.

L.23 The element of structure N,

N2 consists of a nominal or a nominal group wi-
th the potentiality of taking the nominal suffix -
(hence, the nominal or the nominal group may be said
to be in oblique form). This nominal group does not
exhibit eoneerd with the verbal head. The suffix is

obligatory under certain circumstances (5.7).

h.24  The element of structure A

A may consist of an adverbial group or a nomi-
nal group. The latter is in oblique form and is cha-
racterized by the presence of one of the following no-
minal suffixes: -ukku, -aale, -le, -oofe or =-f{te.There
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is no concord Letween this nominal group and the verbal
head. exx.
naan/viiftfukkup/pooneen,I/went/to the house
avan/murukanoote/vantaan,he/came/with murukan
The above examples contain nominals with nominal
suffixes (undeiriined), functioning at A. The following
examples contain adverbs at A.

avan/veekamaap/poonaan,he/went/quickly
avan/nallaac/caappitaan,he/ate/well

L.25 Possible structures of clauses

The possible structures are:
N,V, N N,V and N A\B)N V.

Y, which is the obllgatory element in all these
clauses,'characterizes the major clausesj.

The superscript in circle indicates that there
can be a maximum of three As (though theoretically it
is possible for more than three As to occur), which may
be filled by adverbial groups and/or nominal groups in
oblique form. exx.
murukan l/neettu 2/namma viif{lle 3/tampikkip L/peenaak5
kotuttaan 6. wurukan 1/gave 6/a pen 5/to(our) brotherl

in our house 3/yesterday 2. The structure is N, AAAN,V

3. 'Le verbe n'est pas indispensable; la phrase ta-
moule peut etre entirement nominale, sans recourse a
un seul verbe.' Meile, p.14L8

Though lieile does not state implicitly that no-
minals are the indispensable word-class in Tamil, it is
obv1ou§1y implied in this statement. In the present an-
alysis,verb is taken to be the most important word-class
as the major clauses are based on the obligatory occurr-~
ence of this unit. See further, 'La phrase est pouvent
tres longue, et cela depuls les plus an01ens textes. Sa
construction peut étre nominale, ce qui n exc@@t pas les
formes verbales, ces formes étant exclusivement limitées
aux participes at gérondifs.' Meile. p.l151
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and the elements of structure are filled by a nominal gr-
oup, an adverbial group, a nominal group, another nominal
group (the last two with nominal suffixes), a nominal gr-
oup with the potentiality of taking the nominal sulfix -e
and a verbal group respectively.

All clau ;e structures are given with positive verb-
al heads. In most cases negative verbal heads may equal-
ly well be used and all structures will hold good.

The structures of independent and dependent major

clauses are identical in every respect except for the ve-
rbal form functioning at V.exx.

murukan/vantaan,iiurukan/came(V in ind.maj.cl)

murukan vantaac/collu, tell(me)/if kurukan comes
(V in dependent major clause).

.3 Systems applicable to major clauses

It is possible to set up one or more systems for
certain structures and certain elements of structure.
Systems are 'a set of paradigmatic relations between
commutable units ov terms which provide values for the
elements of struprpQLﬂgw”ww

The major clauses may be divided into depen-
dent and independent clauses. For each of these the
following systems may be set up: Mood and Emphasis.

Lo31 Independent and dependent clauses

The major clauses

l. Firth,1957f.p.17




may be divided into independent and dependent clauses.

L.311 Independent clauses

Independent clauses arc those which contain a
positive or negitive finite verbal head which may be
(i) an indicative verbal form or (ii) an imperative
verbal form. Independent clauses may occur as conte.
xt-free sentences.exx.

murukan/vantaan,wurukan came(pos.ind.verb.form)

poo, go (positive imperative)

murukan/valle,urukan did not come(neg.indica.)

pookaatc, do not go(neg.imperative)

L.31l2 Dependent clauses

Dependent clauses are those which contain a
non-finite verbal head or an affixed verbal head at V.,
They may occur only as context-bound; they are subor-
dinate to and precede the independent clauses.,

They may be divided into two groups: simple de-
pendent clauses and dependent clauses by affixation.

L,.3121 Simple dependent clauses

Simple dependent clauses are those which may
only have a non-finite verbal head; and they select
from a set of five verbal forms which are formed from

stem-base (9.L42) ending in -a
(i) by lengthening the final vowel
éii) with the suffix -votfane
iii)a. with the suffix -pootu
root 59021)
iii)b. with the suffixes ~um and -pootu
stem-base ending in —u &F2Y erdne 0
(iv)a. with zero suffix
%iv)b. with the suffix -f{fu

and v) root-base with zero suffix.
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When dependent clauses contain the above verbal
forms as non-finite verbal headsSthey may be termed(i)
conditional, (ii) manner, (iii) time, (iv) completive,
and (v) infinitival respectively. exx.

conditional: avan vantaa/colreen,if he comes/I'll tell

manner: avan vantavolane/collu,tell/as soon as he
ComeESs
time " avan varrapootu/collu,tell/when he comes

completive: avan/vantu/connaan,he/having come/said
infinitival: avan/varac/connaan,he/asked(me)/to come

The underlined words refer to the various mor-
phological forms referred to earlier on.

The negative non-finite verbal heads select fr-
om a set of only three verbal forms which are

i )negative-base(9.43)with the suffix -pootu
ii)roct with the suffix -aame
and iii)root with the suffix -aafti.

The dependent clauses containing the above ver-
bal forms as non-finite verbal heads may be termed (i)
time, (ii) completive and (iii) conditional respective-
ly. exx.

time: avan kuuvbplaatapootu/tampi eppgip poovaan
when he didn't call/how can(my )brother go
completive: avan kuupplaamet/tampi poonaan

without invitation (literally without his
inviting)/(my } brother went

conditional: avan kuupptaatti/tampi pooka maafiaan
if he doesn't invite/(my )brother won't go

It may be noticed that all non-~finite verbal
forms do not have parallel negative forms (sce footnote
1l on p. 82). No negative forms may be set up for the
following: manner and infinitival.

5. "Le tamoul emploie des composés verbaux, des ag-
glomér@ts de deux, trois, quartre verbes, dont chacun
joue généralement la role d'auxiliaire par rapport au
préceédent, ' Meile.p.150. In the present analysis, only
one type of compound verb is recognized (6.L).

BA. The digtinchion ™Manner' dung ‘tiwme' 15 relevant ds {he depeadent clauses of ymaviver and

Hme ave mubually txclisive oF eacn ofher {4-53). In an clna‘ty:is 6% wryilten Tamil this dishincHen
may prfitably be eliminated (M. rp o 39).
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In the negative non-finite verbal forms, one may

observe, complele..neutvalily . - \6.621).

‘henever the suffix -f{{u occurs at V of thc de-
pcandent clause, V of thc indepcendent clause has the po-
tentiality of being preceded by N,; if a zcro suffix (4.3

<

occurss the occurrence of N, scems to e restricted.

2
pesidcs, when -fiu occurs it is possible to translate
the verb as 'after (doiang something)' whereas without
~T{u the trauslation would be 'having (done something)'

N2V/V maratte veitik/kafinaan,
(he) cut the tree and built (it)

maratte veliiftuk/katfinaan (with suffix)

N,V/N,V maratteve{{i/vii{u kaf[naan,
(he) cut the tree and built (a) house

maratte vettifiw/viifu katinaan (with suffix)

NZV/V peitiyep puuttit/tuukknaan,
(hc, locked the box and carried (it)

peltivep puulfifiut/tuukknaan (with suffix)
NZV/NQV*thtiyep puufiip/pillayet tuukknaan

petfiyep puutiiftup/pillayet tuukknaan(with
suffix), he locked the box, and carried the
child.

In the last but one example, 1f caaviyc efut-
taan, took the key, is substituted for pillayet tuu-
kknaan, the utterance would be quite acceptable to
a native speaker.

Suffixation of ~{{u, thus seems to introduce a
restriction in the occurrence of N2 as well as a seman-
tic difference. These facts may perhaps be explained

satisfactorily only at the collocational level,

L.%122 Dependent clauses by suffixation

These include both major and minor clauses.
The suffixes -nnaa and -nnu are affixed to any verbal
head of the independent major clauses (fto be termed as
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affixed finite verbal heads) and to certain minor clau-
ses as detailed below:

By affixing -nnu to the verbal head of the inde-

pendent major clauses and to N, of the minor clauses

3

a reporting dependent clause is formed. exx.

murukan vantaannu/avan connaan,
he saidy that Murukan c¢awme.

murukan valleennu/avan connaan,
he said/that dMurukan did not come

murukannu/avan connaan,
he said/that (it is) Murukan

murukan nallavannu/avan connaan,
he said/that Hurukan (is a) good (boy)

By affixing -nna, a conditional clause is formed.exx.
murukan vantaannaac/collu,
/tell (me) /3T Wurukan comes/

murukan vallennaac/collu
/tell (me)/if wurukan dces not come/

murukannaac/collu,
/tell (me)/it (it is) surukan/

murukan nallavannaac/collu
/tell (me)/IT Wurukan (is a) good (boy)/

The affixed forms are underlined in the above examples.

L.3123 N, dn dependent clauses

Among the dependent clauses, when the infiniti-
val and completive dependent clauses occur, there may
be only one subject in the whole utterance,li.e. one
subject Tor both the dependent and independent clause-
s, whereas when the other dependent clauses occur,the
utterance may contain two subjects,i.e. one for the

dependent clause and one for the independent clause.

eXX. avan vantu/caappttaan,gone sub ject)
he/having come/ate completive)

avan vantaa/naan colreen, (two subjects)
if he comes/T will (you) (conditional)

For more examples see L.,3122.
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L.31% Occurrence restriction

The independent major clauses always occur last
in an utterance and there may be only one such clause.
Preceding the independent clause, though theorctically,
there may be any number of dependent clauses, a maxinm-
um of only three dependent clauses occurs generally in
my speech. However, the occurrence of five dependent
clauses may be observed occasionally, though this sen-
tence pattern is very rare. The occurrence restricti-
ons arec as follows:

Dependent clauses of manner and time are mutu-
ally exclusive of each other6; besides occurring by
themselves with an independent major clause, they may
occur after a conditional dependent clause. The two
conditional dependent clauses are again mutually excl-
usive of each other.exx.

avan keef{iaa/naan varrapootu/colreen,

avan keeftaannaa/naan varrapootu/colreen,

(cond.dept.cl)/(dept.cl.of time)Aind.maj.cl)
if he asks/when I come/(I) will tell

avan keeftaa/naan vantavofane/colreen
avan keelt{aannaa/naan vantavoiane/colrecn,

(cond.dept.cl)/(dept.cl.of mann.)/(ind.maj.cl)
if he asks/as soon as I come,/(I, will tell

Among the dependent clauses, completive and
infinitival dependent clauses may be subordinate to
the other dependent clauses. Thus there is a furth-
er degrce of subordination among the dependent

o, These restrictions need not be universal, and
if these are found in my language, they are found to
be so only in my spoken language. In the written la-
nguage, the restrictions may break down coumpletely.
exx. avan vantiruntapootu/naan panam keetiavufan/ill-
aiyennaatu/kotuttaan, when he was here/when I asked
him for money/he gave (it)/without saying 'no'. This
sentence contains the following dependent clauses:
time, manner and reporting.
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clauses. €XX.

dependent clauses independent clause
murukan vantuttup/poonaa // naan colreen
(completive) /(condi.)
if Murukan having come/goes T will tell (you)
murukan varac/collumpootu // poo
(infinitival) (time) :
when kurukan asks(you)/to go go

4.3l Discontinuous structures

The dependent clauses may occur as discontinuous
structures. This results by dependent clauses occurr-
ing in between the elements of structure in the indepen-
dent clauses. e@XX.

naan/vii{tukkup poorapootu/colreen,
I/when I go home/will tell (you)

avan/murukan vantavotiane/poonaan,
he/as soon as Murukan came/went.

Such discontinuous structures are treated as.
emphatic patterns Hys3322).

L.315 Co~ordination

Co-ordination is not characteristic of indepen-

-

dent major clauses'. However, under certain circumstan-

7 Corré writes: 'Structures are commonly conjoined
by the 'gerundive'(verb4past tense marker+/u/ gives the
gerundive forms. p.83%) using the morpheme we call /ttu/,
but which varies with the different verbs,e.g./manitan-
ai parttu vantén/ I saw the man and came, is a sentence
/manitanai parttén/I saw the man and a sentence /vantén/
I came, linked by /ttu/and with the omissioun of the sh-
ared morpheme /én/ in one occurrence.' Corré.p.76

In the present anal_ysis the quoted sentence /ma-
nitanai parttu vantén/ would be treated as a complex sc-
ntence containing an indepcndent major clause /vanten/
and a completive dependent clause/manitanai parttu/.

Aa examplc of a co-ordinated sentcnce as treated
in this thesis is: pacattec caapp{faan oo tampikkik ko-
futtaan oo, whether he ate the fruit or gave it to his
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cesy it may be seen to operate but such co-ordinated sen-
tences are not very frequent.

In the case of certain dependent major clauses,and
nomicals and nominal groups, co-ordination may be seen to
occur.

Co~ordination between the clauses is discussed in
this sectioi. ‘he co-ordinating particles are 0o0...00 in
the case of independent major clauses and um...um in the
case of dependent major clauses.

L.3151 Co-ordination between independent major clauses

The co-ordinating particles are 00...00.

The co-ordination of this type between independent
major clauses may only be explained if one draws on sema-
ntics to a certain extent. ‘‘henever structures coutain
these particles, the structures may not be called positi-~
ve or negative or interrogative. There is an element of
doubt and the interpretation depends on the context of si-
tuation. Besides there is a teadency for speakers to tag
another independent major clause like teriyale,(I) don't
know, or yaarukkut teriyum, who knows, e¢ic. ©xX.

svan connaan oo collaley oo (teriyale)
(whether) he said or not (I don't know)

If the interrogative word yaaru, who, occurs in
the structure (either in the first or in the second clau-
se ), yaaru takes the emphasizing particle aavatu, aaccum
or um. EXX.

aavatu
aaccum
(whether) he ate (it) or gave (it) to omebody.

avan caappftaan oo yaarukk [um '}kotuttaan 00

L4.3152 Co-ordination bhetween dependent major clauses

The co-ordinating particles are um...um.

brother,The two sentences are distinctly isolatable.
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These co—occur with the non-finite verbal head of the
clauses.,

The dependent clauses which may contain particles
are: dependent clause of time, conditional dependent clau-~
se and reporting dependent clause. The other dependent
clauses do not have the co-ordinating potentiality.exx.

conditional:

murukan vantaal um varaai{ly um namna poovoom
whether varckan comes or not, we will go.
time:

murukan vantapoot um poonapoot um namma ille
when Murukan came and went we were not (here)
reporting:

avan murukan vantaan um caappftaan um colraan
he says that murukan came and ate

L.315% Some general characteristics of co-ordinated
clauses

Generally the co-~ordinated clauses have the same
subject as murukan vantaal um varaaff{iy um, where the
structure is N1VV. Tt is,however, possible, though not
frequent, to have a sentence like murukan vantaal um
tampi vantaal um namma poovoom,; whether Murukan comes
or (my) brother comes we will go, where the dependent
clauses have diffcrent subjeccts.

It is to be noted that the co-ordinated clauses
often contain verbal heads which exhibit a positive-ne-
gative contrast as in vantaal um varaa{{iy um, vantaan
oo valley oo, etec, In the co-ordinated independent cl-
auses, the structure may contain the ncgative verbal
head as vantaan oo illey oo.e.g.

avan vantaan oo illey oo,whether he came or not.

.32 Svstem of mood

This system is applicable to independent as well
as dependent clauses. The sub-systems recognized when
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the system is applied to the independent clauses are:

rinterrogative

-indicative
MOOD¢~——~4 laffirmative
-imperative

When it is applied to dependent major clauses,
which are all iundicative, the sub-systems set up are:
HOOD — - - indicative| laterrogative
-affirmative
The relation between the system of mood and the

clauses may be tabulated as shown below:

- indicative -1nterr0gatlvefmdependent )
MOOD —. -affirmative |- ,{CLAUSES
- imperative —— independent

L.321 Interrogative mood

Interrogative mood ig@ormally defined by the - .
presence of an interrogator, which is morphologically
identifiable. Interrogative is further sub-divided
into two groups depending on the interrogator.

Lh.3211 Interrogators

The interrogator may be an interrogative word - :
(Q=word) or particle. The interrogative words are:
yaaru,who; enna, what; enta, which; eppfi,how; eppa,
when, een, why; epke, where; evvalavu, how much, ett-
ane, how many, and eetu, ‘how'. The interrogative words
may occur at the following places of elements of str-
ucture: Nl’ M, N2 and A, The interrogative particle
aa occurs with the final element of structure V, but
it may also occur at the other places of elements of

structure except MB in the independent major clause.

8. The system of emphasis may be said to be operat-
ing when the interrogative particle occurs at places
other than that of V in the independent clause and when
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L.3212 Affirmative mood

Structures in affirmative mood arc identical to
those in the interrogative mood but do not contain an
interrogator.

h.3%322 Imperative mood

Imperative is defined by the presence of the im-
perative verbal forms, which once again are morphologi-
cally identifiable. The wood is divided into marked
and unmarked, formally identifiable by the presence or
absence of a subject (Nl),

L4L.323 Dependent major clause and the system of mood

The following table sets out the indicative mood
which operates on the dependent major clauses.

T entap payyan caappftavoiane/vante
after which boy ate did you come?

- [¥y yaaru caappitavofane/vante
" words.. after who ate did you come?

N, euna caapptiavofane/vante

_int- after eating what,did you come?
erro. "A  enkc caappltavotane/vante
after eating where,did you come?

Indica- aa par-
tive “ticle. V caapptiavofaney aa/vantaan
did he come aftcr eating?
-affirmative caappffavotane/vantaan

he came after eating

it occurs at any place in the dependent clause. In a
complex sentence the particle would normally occur at
V as in avan/cooru caappta/vantaan aa,did he come to
eat rice? However, it is possible to place the parti-
cle following either of the clements of structure of
the dependent clause given above, which would give
avan/coor aa caappia/vantaan, and avan/cooru caapplav
aa/vantaan. The last two utterances are emphatic.
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In the above examples vante and vantaan are inde-

pendent major clauses.

L.32L

Independent major clause and the system of empha-

gis

The following table

sets out the wood which oper-

ates on independent major clauses, with the various sub-
systems and examples:

1MO0D

L.33

- M

~N
Q- |t
word-N

Int-
erro, TN

}.
- Indit | aa e
i cati. partth

~-Affirmative

wharked
unmarked

LImpefa

oystem of emphasis

cntap payyan caappifaan
which boy ate?

enna vantuccu

what came?

avan enna caapp{faan
what did he eat?

aven enke caappfiaan
where did he ate

avan aa/caappifaan

was he the one who ate?

pagam aa/caappif{aan

was it a fruit that he ate?
neett aa/caappliaan

was it yesterday that he ate?
avan/caappttan aa

did he eat?

avan neettup pagam caappitaan
he ate a fruit yesterday

nii poo, you go
DPoos £O

The system of emphasis is seen to operate (i)

when certain particles co-occur with certain elements

of structure, or (ii) when there is a change in place
ordering.

..331 Emphasizing particles

The emphasizing particles are um, also; aavatu,
at least; aaccum, at least: taan, 'oneself';kuuta,also;
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and ee, 'oneself'. These particles may not co-occur with

the modifier in the nominal group, and V of the independ-
ent major clause.

Lh.3311 Emphasizing particles in the independent major
clause

All the particles may co-occur with Nl, N2 and A
but not with V of the iadependent major clause. exx.
N, avan vantaan,he came (unemphatic)

avan um vantaan, he also came (emphatic)
avan aavatu vantaan,at least he came

avan aaccum vantaan,at least he came

avay kuuta vantaan,he,too,came

avan taan vantaan,he was the one(who )came
avan ee vantaan, he himself came

N, avanep paatteen, (I) saw him (unemphatic)
avaney um paatteen,(I) saw him also (emphatic)

etc. 5

A avan viitfukkup poonaan,he went to the house
' (unemphatic)
avan viijjukk um poonaan,
he went to the house also (emphatic)

L.3312 Emphasizing particles in the dependent clause

A1l the particles except ee may co-occur with the
non-finite verbal heads of the dependent major clauses.

V murukan vantaa/avan poovaan,
if Murukan comes/he will go (unemphatic)

murukan vantaal um/avan poovaan,
even if Kurukan comes/he will go

The particle ee may co-occur with all the non-fi-
nite verbal heads except the following: verbal heads of
infinitival dependent clause and completive dependent
clause.

The occurrence of the emphatic particles at other
places of ¢lements of structure, i.e. ng N2 and A in
the different dependent clauses is tabulated below:
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At element of structure Nl

um  aavatu aaccum Xkuuta taan ece

conditional J/ 4 v/ x X v
manner V4 X X X X V4
time J X x X x v4

The completive and infinitival dependent clauses
arc not included here as they do not have a separate no-
minal head.

At element of structure N

2
conditional V4 v V4 v X V4
manner v/ X X v X v
time J/ X x v X v
completive J/ 4 v4 V4 v v
infiaitival / / V4 V4 v v4
At element of structure A
conditional V4 VA V4 v X v
manner x x x x x Vv
time X X X X X X
completive 4 v/ 4 v4 v V4
infinitival / V4 V4 V4 V4 v/

L.332 Place ordering

The word-order in a structure is not rigia at all
in Tamil (though it is true that the verbal head occurs
finally in normal speech), except for that in a nominal
group (both endocentric and exocentric) and nominalized
groups. exx.

nean avane neettu vii{{le paatteen,
avane naan neettu viif{{le paatteen,
neettu avane naan vii{{le paatteen,
paatteen naan avane neettu viifile,etc.
T saw him yesterday in (his) house.

But for the purposes of this analysis the most co-
mmon pattern is chosen as basic and any change in place-
ordering is treated as an emphatic pattern. idence empha-
sis may be lntroduced into the structure by altering the
place of occurrence of the elements of structure.

Bven at the rigk of over-quoting, it is worth-while
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to note what some scholars have to say about word-order.

'La phrase dravidienne est simple;les
mots dont elle se compose sont en partic
indifférenciés functionnellement; le radi-
cal en est intangible, iﬂloutﬁu]ibmdf%
ues flexionnelles peuvent manguer. Par ex-—
enple le nom tel quel peut etre sujet ou
régime direct, ou premier tuPMQ de Compose=
il peut aussi servir de prédicat. Une meﬂe
formo du pronom peut Gtre sujct ou régime
d'un nom. Le verbe peut menquer de désine-
nces personnclles., Les indices des rappo-
rts grammaticaux sont donc relativement
rares, sl 1l'on comparc ces langues a d'au-
tres langues ou la plupart des mots port-
ent nécessairement la marque de leur
fonction,

Ln compensation, l'ordre des mots est
significatif I1 n'est pas obngat01Le°
mais en prlnclpe le detormlnant pfec ede 1le
détermind: le rcglme procedb le régissant,
le qu et précdde lc predlcat I1 arrive
que 11 ordre9ubul suffise a marquer les
rapports.’

‘L'ordre dénonciation soit dans la
phrasc, soit dans l¢s composés, est tou-
jours important et dispense plus ou Poins
d'autres signes; la simplc Juxtap081tlon
des vocables est largement employéc.

Though certain statements of Bloch are accoptable
for example, 'le ddterminant précéde le déterminé’,many
points he makes do not apply to modern Tamil at all (it
is very doubtful whether they would apply to old Tamil).
The same objection may be raised against meile also.
Bloch's last statement in the quotation seems to be an
oversimplification and the dispensing with 'd'autres
signes' seems to be impossible with the suffixes except
for one, viz. the nominal suffix -e, which also has its
obligatory occurrence possibilities.

Another view is: '...in the matter of
the order of word in a sontence thore

9. Bloch, 19Lb.p.77
10. Heile, 1952, p.143
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are not many sanctions and taboos in
Tamil. In Tamil, a changc in order..

. would not interfere with the mean-
ing except in regard to emphasis...
the order (does) not appear to  be
absolutely essential in Tamil oo
Tamil which is rich in cases can dis -
pcense with its order, if it has any

without doing violence to its m@aning.'ll

L4.3321 Place ordcring in indepcndent major clauses

The normal pattern of the structure,; the emphasized
clement and the cmphatic pattern are given below:

normal pattern element emphatic pattern
emphagized
N,V Vv VN
1 1
marukan vantaan vantaan murukan
murukan came came murukan

This pattern is used
in platform speeches or in narratives, both spoken and
written.,

N1N2V N2 N2N1V

murukan peenaave efuttaan peenaave murukan
Murukan took the pen efuttaan

E AN2V A ANlﬂéV

marukan neettup pacam caasppiiaan neettu murukan padam
riurukan ate a IJrult yesterday caappttaan,

It would be possible to produce more emphatic pat-
terns by permutation of the four elements.

L.3322 Place ordering in dependent major clauses

In the dependent major clauses any element except
V may be emphasized, by altering the place of element of
structure,

L.h Structure of minor clauses

The element of structure that characterizes minor

rs

clauses is NB' The absence of V is also characteristic

. A.chidambaranatha chettiax, 1940, Ph-R3.- N5,
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of these clauses. The possible structures are:

N3 and N1N3

L hl The element of structure U

3

NB is quite different from Nl
cord with the verbal head, N2 which 1s capable of tak-
ing the nominal suffix -e, and the nominal group which
may function at A and which is capable of taking the

other nominal suffircs.

whichexhibits con-~

L.,.Lh2 Minor clauses with structure N

3

murukan, Hurukan (came),or, (it is) Muywsan

murukain aa,is it wurukan?

neettu vantavan, the one(who )came yesterday

The above examples are in indicative mood and
they occur only as context-bound. All nominals may oc-
cur aht his place of element of structure, except the
exocentric nominal group.

The following examples of minor clauses in voca-
tive mood occur as context-frec.oexx.

murukas, o! Muruka

tampil,s olbrother

These may occur by thomrselves or may drecede a
sentence (=zither simple or complex) e.g.

tampii inpke vaala, o: brother, come here

L4.4%  Minor clauseg with structure i,y

The minor clauses with this structure may occur

12, igke vaa tampii, is treated as an emphatic form,
which would be consistent with this analysis; one may
treat tampii (the minor clause) as the superordinate
element, if so desired; but this would introduce unnece-
ssary complications.
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context-free.exx.
murukan/nallavan, iurukan (is a) good (boy)

intak kafitam/neettu vantatu
this letter/(is the one which )came yesterday

This type of clauses with two nominals may be te-
rmed equational bipartite clauses. The two nominals ex-
hibit concord with each other in gender and number.exx.

avasnallava, she (is a) good (girl)

avanka/nallavanka, they {are) gooa (people)

L.5 Systems applicable to minor clauses

The systems of dependency and emphasis are appli-
cable to the minor clauses as they are to the major cl-
auses.,

.51 System of dependency

By the application of this system the minor clau-
ses may be grouped into independent and dependent clau-
ses. In the case of the major clauses, the dependent
and independent clauses may occur in the same utterance,
the former preceding the latter. But the dependent mi-
nor clause may not occur with the independent minor cl-
ause, However, depcandent minor clauseg may occur with
the independent major clauses. &IXX.

murukainu/naan colreen,
I will say that (it is) Murukan

murikan aallavannu/naan colreens
I will say that kurukan (is a)good (boy)

L.511 Independent minow clauses

All minor clauses are independent unless they are
dependent as described below. They may only occur as
simple sentences. exx.
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murukan, (it is) Murukan
avan/nallavan, he (is a) good (boy)

tampii, o! brother

L.512 Dependent minor clauses

Dependent minor clauses are formed by affixing
-nnu or -nnaa *o independent minor clauses. When -nnu
is affixed a reporting minor clause is formed and when
-nnaa is affixed a conditional minor clause is formed,
exx.  wmurukannu/conneen,(I) said that (it is)Murukan.

avan nallavannu/conneen,
(I) said that he (is a)good(boy)

murukannaac/colreen,
if (it is)Murukan I will tell (you)

avan nallavannaa/colreen,
if he (is a) good (boy) I will (you)

.52 System of mood

The system of mood involves two terms, viz. indi-
cative and vocative.

L,521 TIndicative mood

Indicative mood may further be aivided into int-
errogative and affirmative,.

L,5211 Interrogative mood

Interrogative may again be divided into two de-
pending on the interrogators.

Interrogators consist of four question words,vigz.
yaaru,who; enna, what; etu,which and eetu, 'how', and

the interrogative particle aa. They may occur at Nl or NB’
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yaaru may be used as singular or plural masculine
or feminine, while the other three are neuter. ‘hen in-

1 and Nj.
XX . yaaru/vantatu,who (was the one that )came?

yvaaru/nallavan,who(is the )good(boy)?
yaaru/nallava,who(is the )good(girl)?

etu/nallatu,which(is the )good(one)?
etu/innakki vantatu,
which (is the one that) came today?

enna/itu, what(ie)this?
cetu/itu, 'where(did you get)this?’
When the interrogative words occur at NB, they
are emphatic patterns and are described in L.533.

terrogatives occur nc concord is seen between N

The neuter verbal noun, e.g. vantatu, may occur
by itself at N3 when Nl is filled by yaaru; if Nl is
filled by etu, however, N3 can be filled by an exocent-
ric nominal group only. Verbal nouns do not occur at

N3 when estu and enna £ill Nl'

) ;‘Jhen_l\f:L is filled by the intcrrogative words
yaaru, enna, etu and eectu, N3 may be filled by any no-
minal, with the reservations made above,

But when Nl is filled by any nominal (except neu-
ter verbal noun) or nominal groups, 1\T3 may not be £ill-
ed by a pronoun or a verbal noun (both neuter and non-
neuter).

The structure N1N59 when fillcc by yaaru and a
neuter verbal noun, has the potentiality of occurring
at N2 and A of thc independent major clause, with the
appropriate nominal suffixes.exx,

nii/yaaru vantatep/paatte,
whom did you see coming?

yaaru connataale/avan pocnaan,
by whose request did he go?

Lh,5212 Affirmative mood

The absence of interrogators in the minor clause

structure defines the affirmative mood, provided the st-
ructure is not vocative,
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L.522 Vocative mood

The vocative mood is defined by the presence of a
particular morphological form of the nominal. exx.
tempii, ol brother

murukaa, ol Muruka

L.523 Indepencent minor clause and the system of mood

Q- N % yaaru
word.NlN} vaary- ‘nallavai:,
Who(ls the )good(boy )?

Interro-
" gative -N.j murukan aa,
laa | (is it) iurukan?
%?Séoa partLNll\Tz mirukan aa/nallavan
* (is)iurkkan (a) good
(boy )?
, B - murukan, (it is)murukan
HOOD *Affirmative-:_5_ ’
LP1N3 murvukan/nallavan
Murukan(is a)good(boy)
- Vocative N5 murukaa,o! Muruka

L.5% System of emphasis

The system of enphasis operates when (i) the em-
phasizing pavticles occur at Nl of the independent mi-
nor clause, (ii)there is a change in place ordering of
the elements of structure in the independent minor cl-
auses and (iii) the erphasizing particles taan, kuuta,

aavatu and aaccum occur with the denendent minor clause.

H.531 Independent winor clauses and emphnasising particles

All the cmphasizing particles may co-occur with
Nl of the context-free minor clauscs,i.c. cguational
bipartite sentences. exx.

murukan nallavan, Murukan (is a) good (boy)
(unemphatic)
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murukan um nallavan,Murukan also (is a) good(boy)
(emphatic)

murukan aavatu nallavan,

at least iwurukan(is a)good(boy)

murukan aaccum nallavan

Murukan,at least, (is a)good(boy)

murukarn kuuja nallavan

even Murukan (is a) good (boy)

murukan taan nallavan

only Hurukan (is a)good(boy)

murukan ee nallavan

surukan himself(is a) good(boy)

Only the particle taan may co-occur with the con-
text-bound independent minor clause.c.g.

murukan taan, (it is) liurukan

L.532 Dependent minor clause and the cmphasizing particles

The emphasizing particles may co-occur only with
the conditional dependunt clause. Only the following
particles may co-occur: aavatu, aaccum, kuuta and taan.

EXX. murukan nallavannaav aaccum/paravaay ille
it is not bad if at least wurukan(is a)good(boy)

ctc.

Lh.53% Place ordering

This avplies only to independent clauses with st-

ructure NlNB' By changing the order of the elsmente of
structure emphasis is seen to operate. exx.
normal pattern empnasized pattern
N y i
H1N3 Njhl
avan nallavan nallavan avan
he (is a) good (boy)
yaaru nallavan nallavan yaaru
who (is the) good (boy)?
.6 Tense in independent and dependent clauses

Verbal heads may be past or present or future
when they occur in simple sentences; bubv when they

-]
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occur in complex sentences; there are the following res-
trictions.

(i) when the dependent clause is conditional,the
verbal head of the independent major clause may only be
in present or future. exx.

Z
avan vantaa/naan colreen (present)l)
if he comes/TI tell(nim)

avan vauntaa/maan colluveen (future)
if he comes/I will tell (him)

(ii) the verbal head of the independent clause is

in the past if the verbal head of the dependent clause of time

is past; it may be in the present or future when the de-
pendent clause is in the present. exx.

avan vantapootu/conneen (vpast-past)
when he came,l told (him)

avan varrapootu/colreca (present-present)
when he comeés, I tell (him)

avan varrapootuw/colluveen (present-future)
when he coms_s T will tell(him)

The verbal head of the independent clause may
be in the past, present or future time, when the depen-
dent clause is one of the following: manner, time with
the suffixes -um and -pootu, or reporting. ®xx.
reporting:
avan vantaannu/conneen, glg said/that he came (Past )
avan vantaannu/colreen, (I) say/that he came (Pres)
avan vantaannu/colluveen,(I) will say/that he came(Fut)

13, For some speakers, when the conditional clause pre-
cedes the independent clause, *he latter may be filled by

a compound verb.e.g. avan vantaa/naan colliruppeen, if he

had come I would have told him.

B
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Chapter Five
NOMINAL GROUP

5.1 General remarks

The unit next below clause in rank is group.Three
groups are set up for the analysis of Tamil and they are
nominal group, verbal group and adverbial group.

5.2 The nominal group

The nominal group may consist of a simple nominal
or a complex structure;i.e. an endocentric or an exocent-
ric nominal group, These may be termed a simple nominal
group and a complex nominal group.

H.21 Simple nominal group

This consists of the minimal form,i.e. single word
substantives or pronouns. e€xx.

nurukan (vantaan), Murukan (came)

avan (caapgpttaan), he (ate)

5.22 Complex nominal group

All nominals except the pronouns may enter into
complex nominal groups.

Complex nominal groups may be divided into two
sub-groups, depending on their structure. These may be
termed endocentric and exocentric nominal groups. The
former may further be divided into endogeneous endocent-
ric nominal group and exogeneous endocentric nominal gr-
oup. Bxocentric nominal group may be divided into tho-

se containing noi-ncuter verbal nouns and 2,neuter ve-

vbal rouns.
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The complex nominal group with its various sub-
divisions may be tabulated as follows:

complex nominal group

-

endocqntric exocqntric

T ] ¥ ]
endogeneous exogeneous non-neuter neuter
verbal noun verbal noun

5.221 Structure of the endocentric nominal giroup

The elements of structure are M and H, where M is
the modifier and H is the nominal head. The modifier,wh-
ich may be a nominal group, an adjective, an adjectivali-
zed verbal group or an exocentric nominal group with non-
neuter verbal nouu, always precedes the nominal head.The
nominal head must be a substantive, as the other naminals
viz. pronouns and verbal nouns, do not take modifiers.

The order of modifiers is M1M2, where Ml may be a
nominal or an exocentric nominal group with a non-neuter
verbal noun and M2 an adjectivalized verbal group or an
adjective.,

The endocentric nominal group is divided into endo-
geneous and exogensous, depending on the prenominal struc-~
ture;i.e. the modifier. This division is made more valid
by the possibility of setting up a relationship between
the exogeneous endocentric nominal group and the indepen-
dent major clause (5.22122) which is nox possible in the
cage of the other nominal group.

Hhe22ll Endogeneous endocentric noninal group

when the modifier is a nominal or an adjectivel.
the nominal group is termed endogeneous. All nominals,

gxcept verbal nouns, may function as modifiers., exx.
tampi/makan, (my) brother's son

nalla/payyan, a good boy
en tampiyoote/peenaa,mny brother's pen
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5.2212 Iixogecneous endocentric nominal group

If the modificr is an adjectivalized verbal group
(example 1 below) or an exocentric group with non-neuter

verbal noun (example 2 below) the nominal group may be
termed exogeneous. €xx.

neettu vanta/payyan, the boy(who) came yesterday

neettu vaantavanooie/psenaa,
the pen of the (one who )came yesterday.

5.22121 Adjectivalized verbal group

Bvery indepeundent clause containing a finite verbp,
whether or not preceded by a dependent clause may be adj-
ectivalized. The finite verbal head is replaced by a ve-
rbal form morphologically identical with the stem-base
or the negative-base depending on whether the finite ve-
rbal head is positive or negative., This rslationship may
be stated as XV -—s XVQ
where X stands for any element of structure other than N
V for finite verbal head and V(1 for the adjectivalized
verbal form.

1

oofnaan - cotna

(he) ran running

ootale - cotaata

(he) didn't run not running
cooru caappiraan--»> cooru caappira
(he) eats rice rice eating
cooru caapptale --» cooru caapptaata
(he) doesn't eat rice 'not eating rice’
cooru caappgtup cooru caappfiup
poonaan, (he )went--- poona

after eating rice

cooru caappfiup cooru caapplfiup
pookale,(hegwent——e p ookaata
without eating

rice

The adjectivalized verbal group retains the
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tense characteristics of the verbal head of the indepen-

dent clause; in the case of the positive verbs.

Hh.22122 Nominalization

Lvery independent major clause may be nominalized
to give an exogencous endocentric nominal group the str-
ucture of which is MH.

M is Tilled by an adjectivalized verbal
group and H by the N, of the clause concerned. The re-

1
lationship between the clause and the nominal group may
be stated by NiAV - AVQNI
antap payyan/neettu/vantaan --- neettu/vanta/payyan
that boy came yesterday neettu/vanta/antap payyan
the boy(who )came yester-
day.

If there is a demonstrative adjective in the no-
minal group of the clause, this may be omitted in the
nominalized group.

If the independent clause contains N2, it is pos-
sible to make either Nl or N2 the head of the nominal gr-
oup as shown below:

N, (W, +e )V - 1. N,V N,

2. (1\11+e )'\TGN2
Y NéVqu
L. (N2+e)VaNl*

S0, four nominal groups may be obtained from an
independent major clause containing Nl and Nz.

I Nl is filled by a pronoun, structures three
and four are not possible; if it is filled by a proper
noun; structure three is not possible. Structure two
is not possible if N2 is filled by an inanimate noun;
besides structures three and four would be identical,
i.e. the suffix -e becomes optional. If N2 is filled
by an animate noun, the guffix is obligatory, as it

"f' Wi"“‘l.mal‘\bj individual seatences, nob al) the nowiwals zabions will be equeelly I:\G\“Si‘ﬂ\c
semantieally . They ave not &y be vegavded as Hansfeoms in e Chomsician Stnse.
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is the only distinguishing element between these structu-

res and strudtures cne-and three.exx.

antap payyan/veelekkaaranep/paattaan,
the boy saw the servant

-3

antap payvan/paatta/veclekkaaran
the secrvant whom that boy saw

antap payyanep/paatta/veclekkaaran
the servant who saw that boy

veelekkaaran/paatta/antap payyan
that boy whom the servant saw

veelekkaaranep/paatta/antap payyan
that boy who saw the servant

antap payyan/cooru/caappttaan
that boy ate rice

——

which is an inanimate noun,
not possible.

antap payyan/oaapptta/cooru
the rice eaten by that boy

* antap payyanec/caapptia/cooru

cooru/caappiia/antap payyan
that boy who ate the rice

coottec/caappiia/antap payyan
that boy who ate the rice

In the above examples N

except for the nominal suffix -e.

avan/veelekkaaranep/paattaan,
he saw the servant

-3

avan/paatta/veelekkaaran
the servant whom he saw

avanep/paatta/veclekkaaran
the servant who saw him

* yeelekkaaran/paatta/avan
¥ veelekkaaranep/paatta/avan

In the above example Nl

Nl(N2+e)V

vaaNZ

(N1+e)VQN2

NévaNl

(N2+e)VaNl

NlNZV

vaqNg

(N +e )V N,

N2VON1

(N2+e)VaNl

5 is filled by cooru,rice,
and hence structure two 1is
Structures three and four are identical

Nl(N2+e)V
NyVNo
(Nl+e)VQN2

N,V Ny
(N2+e)VaNl

is filled by a pronoun;

hence structures three and four are not possible.

murukan/veelekkaaranep/paattaan
Murukan saw the servant

~=3

murukan/paatta/veelekkaaran
the servant whom Murukan saw

Nl(N2+e)V

NlVaNZ
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murukanep/paatta/veelekkaaran (Nl+e)VQN2
the servant who saw Murukan

* yveelekkaaran/paatta/murukan N,V Ny
veelekkaaranep/paatta/murukan (N2+e)VQNl

hurukan who saw the servant
In the above examples Nl is filled by a proper
noun and hence structure three is not possible.

Hh.222 Structure of the exocentric nominal group

The structure of the cxocentric nominal group is
different from that of the endocentric nominal group in
that the elements of structure,viz. M and H as such are
not present in an exocentric nominal group. An exocent-
ric nominal group may be formed from any independent ma-
jor clause by replacing the verbal head by a verbal noun
without any other structural chainge.

5.2221 Txocentric nominalization

Every independent major clause (unless it contains
- only the element of structure V), may be nominalized to
lv9
N1N2V, NlAV and NlNgAV may all be nominalized. However,

give an exocentric nominal group. Thus, structures N

va may not be nominalized to give a structure with non-
neuter verbal noun in it.

N XV == le(vCt + neuter verbal noun suffix)

X(Vu + non-neuter verbal noun suffix)
X stands for elements of structure N, and/or A. Va stands

2
for adjectivalized verbal form. exx.
structure of ind. nominalized group nominalized group
major clause non-neut,verb.uoun neuter verbal noun
N,V
1
aveln vantaan : - avan vantatu

he came his coming
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structure of ind. nominalized group nominalized group
major clause non-neuter verbal neuter verbal noun
noun

N1N2V

avan paJam caappitasn pagam caappifavan avan pasam caapplt-

he ate a fruit he(who )ate a atu, his eating a
fruit fruit

NlAV

avan neettu vaataan neettu vantavan avan neettu vanta-

he came yesterday he (who )Jcame yes- tu, his coming yes-
terday terday

N1N2AV

avan neettup padan nesttup paxam avan neettup pagam

caappf{taan, he ate caappf{tavan, he caappftatu, his

a fruit yesterday (who ) ate a eating a fruit yes-

fruit yesterday terday

Nl may or may not occur in the structure. If it
doess Nl may not be filled by the first person pronouns,
when the clause is nominalized to give a structure with
non-neuter verbal noun in it. Hence naan/neettu/vanteen
I came yesterday may only give naan/neecttu/vantatu,my
coming yesterday and not™ncettu/vantavan.

Exocentric nominal groups may only occur as cont-
ext-bound utterances., The gender and number of the non-
neuter noun agrees with those of Nl of the clause.

when an exocentric nominal group with neuter verb-
al noun occurs at Nl of an independent major clause, the
verbal heads which can occur at V are limited. Those wh-
ich can occur are: (i, the verb irukku, preceded by an
adverb, (ii) two lexical items, ille and veenfaam of the
negative finite indicative impersonal closed (6.321121 )and
(1i1) two lexical items, veenum and teriyum of the posi-
tive finite indicative impersonal (6.31113). exx.

avan caappiratu/nallaa irukku,
it is good the way he eats

avan caappiratu/ille,
he does not eat

avan caapptratu/enakkut teriyum,
I know that he is eatiag.
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5¢3 Adjective as a modifier

Adjectives occur as modifiers in an endogeneous €n-
docentric nominal group. Adjectives may be divided into
the following classes: demonstratives, interrogatives, nu-
merals, size, form, epithets, colour and denominal adjec-
tives. The numerals may further be divided into cardinal,
ordinal and quaantity. The classes of adjectives are set
out in the order of occurrence, relative to each other
when occurring together, in the following table.

adjegﬁives 4

demons/interroc numeral size form epi- colour denomi-
trative gative | thets nal

cardinal/ordinal quaﬁtity

5.31 Demonstratives

The demonstratives is a closedl sev of two items,
viz. inta, this and anta, that. exx.

inta viifu, this house

anta viifu, that house

5.3%2 Interrogativesz

The four interrogatives form a closed set. They

1. The term 'closed' is used here only for lexical
items; the characteristics a and b of a 'closed system'
set out by Halliday (1961,p.2L47) may be given as defi-
nitions of a closed set: the number of terms is fiunite
and each term is exclusive of all the others.

For the use of the term 'closed’' in grammar see
Robins,1959.p.101.
2. It would be possible to re-allot the interrogati-
ve adjectives to other groups, e.g. enta,which, to demon-
stratives, evvalavu, how much, to quantity,etc. If this
re-grouping were done, one would have to make special
statements about the order of occurrence of the adjec-
tives within each sub-group. Ilience, i this analysis,
all the ‘interrogatives are grouped under a separate
heading, which seems to be more economical.
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are enna,what, enta, which, ettane, how many and evvalavu,
how much, They may occur either by themselves as modifi-
Ers e€.g8. enna pagdgam, what fruit, ettane pacam, how many
fruitssetc., or they occur i. place of the demonstratives,
with which they are mutually exclusive. exx.

enta maram,which trec? (interrogative)
anta maram,that tree (demonstrative)

enta marattup pacam,which tree's fruit?(int.)
anta marattup pagaun,that tree's fruit(demon. )

5.3% Mumeral

The numeral is sub-divided into guantity, cardinal

and ordinal. GQuantity is included under numerals because

its behaviour pattern is identical to that of the car-
dinal.

Quantity contains three items,viz. rompa, a lot,
koncam, a little, and neraya, a lot.exx.

koncam pacam, a few fruits (quantity)

rompap pacam, a lot of fruits (quantity)

nerayap padJgam,a lot of fruits (quantity)

Quantity is mutually exclusive of the cardinal and
ordinal, with all nouns except the mass nouns, which can-
not take cardinal or ordinal as the modifier. The follow-
ing examples contain adjectives of quantity wmodifying
mass nouns.

koncam mannu, a little sand

rompap panam, a lot of money

uantity and cardinal may either precede or follow
the noun {(to be termed prenominal and postnominal respec-
tively ), while the ordinal may only precede the noun.This
is the only instance when a subordinate element follows
the superordinate.

rentu peenaa vaapknaan), (he) bought two pens

peenaa renju vaapknaan;
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When the cardinal follows a human noun (5.42), it

takes the suffix —peeruB.exx.

rentu payapka vantaagka )
payyapka renfupeeru vantaankajtwo boys came

rompap payyapka vantaanka a lot of boys came
payyapka rompappceru vantaapka

Ordinals are formed by affixation of the follow-
ing suffixes to the cardinals: -aavatu and -aam, Of th-

ese the first is the most common, and has no occurrence

Testrictions as -aam has. exx.

renfaavatu paayan, second boy

'First' may be indicated by three terms., The fi-
rst is the normal affixation of -aavatu to onnu, one,
which gives the form onnaavatu, first. The second is a
non-suffixed form which is mota, and the third is obtain-

ed by affixing -aavatu to mota, which gives motalaavatu.

exx. onnaavatu | :
motap (payyan, first boy
motalaavatu)

-aam is suffixed to the cardinals, giving forms
like onnaam,first, renfaam,second, etc. These suffixed
forms collocate ™ with the loan word namparu, number, €.g.

3. When the numeral occurs alone, it will be suffix-
ed in the case of human nouns,e.g. renfupeeru vantaaypka,
two (boys) came.

L. The words(the lexical items) in a language are
set up into word-classes which are grammatical catego-
ries, The relations between these categories are term-
ed colligational relations (Firth,1957f.p.1%). If an
analysis stops here and begins to generatc sentencess
examples like 'colourless green ideas sleep furiously'
cannot be avoided. This example would be perfectly ac-
ceptable at the colligational level.

But, if relationship between individual words,
which is termed collocation (Firth,1957c.pp.l9Lff) is
taken into account the possibility of such sentences
need not be discussed at all.

Both colligation and collocation are abstracti-
ons at syntagmatic level, and if they are integrated
(not merely inter-related) into a grammar, one could
talk about generating 'grammatical' and ‘only gramma-
tical' sentences which would be acceptable to native
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onnaam naparu , number one, renfaam namparu,number two,etc.
This collocate (e.g. onnaam namparu) in its func-
tion as a modifier collocates again with two words, viifu,
house and are, roon.
onnaam namparu viifu, house numbcr one

renjaam namparu are, room number two

In a limitcd context, i.e. in the context of rac-~
ing (¢.g. horse-racing, athletics, etc) this collocate
may collocate with lexical items like payyan, boy, kaaru,
car, kutire, horse, etc. |

onnaam namparup payyan, athlete number one

renfaam namparuk kutire,horse number two

muunaam namparuk kaaru, car number three

He3hL Size

A closed set of two items, viz. periya, big and
cinna, small form the adjectives of size., exx.
periya viifu, a big house

cinna viitu, a small house

5+3%5 Porm

Adjectives of form follow the adjectives of size
when they occur together, They refer to forms like 'tall'
"broad' ete. exx.

oyara viifu, a tall house

speakers.

If the collocability of each word in the language
with another word is introduced into the grammar, the
scope and possibilities would be overwhelming, and oae
could question the advisability of such a treatment. So,
it is best to introduce collocational restrictions at
the appropriate places in the structure in the grammar.

For a discussion of the term 'collocation', see
PFirth,1957¢, pp.loLff; Bendor-Samuel,appendix II, Robins
196L, pp.67-70.
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akala viifu, a broad house
periya oyara viifu, a big tall house.

5.36 Epithets

Lpithets are those adjectives which do not go un-
der any one of the above classes. exx. nalla,good; putu,
new; veere,different, ctc.

5.37 Colour

All lexical items which denote colour may function
as adjectives of colour. exx. cevappu, red; velle, white.
exx.,  ceveppup peenaa, a red peu

vel le maafu, a white cow

5.3%8 Denominal adjcctives

The denominal adjectives are derived from certain
common nouns by affixing the suffix -aana. exx.

noun denominal adjectives
aaaku,beauty agakaana,beautiful
oyaram, height oyaramaana, high

1
I

Nominal ags a modifier

All nominals, except neuter verbal nouns and the
with newlkey vevbal vioun -

eddocentric nominal groupp may fTunction as modifiers.As
modifiiers they are capable of taking the nominal suffix

-00fe. exxX.

en viitu, my house ennoofe vii{u, my house
en tampi makan viifu.en tampi makanoote viifu
the house of my brother's son
murukan viifu murukancofe viifu
Murukan's house

In the last example but one above, en, tampi, and
makan are all modifiers mpdifying the head viifu; theo-
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retically it is possible for each of them to take the
suffix -oofe, but in normal speech only the last of
them takes the suffix.

There are two instances when the suffix is obliga-
tory. 1. if the nominal or the nominal group as modifier
precedes another modifier, which is not a nominal, viz.
adjectives or adjectivalized verbal group, it is obli-
gatory for the first modifier to take the suffix.exx.

anta acakaana ponnoote 1/cekappup 2/peenaa 3
the red 2/pen 3/of that beautiful girl 1.

ii. when a human noun functions as a modifier and
if the modified is a non-human noun referring to an ani-

mal (e.g. dog) it is obligatory for the human noun to
take the suffix. e.g.

murukanoote naay, Murukan's dog

5:5 The nominal head

The nominal head is that nominal which is at the
1° and that which is
non-affixed and that which exhibits concord with the ver-
bal head.

The nominal head may be divided into three main

hecad of the nominal group filling N

classes: substantive, pronouns and verbal nouns. Subs-
tantives may further be divided into common and proper,

while verbal nouns may be divided into non-neuter and
neuter., These different classes may be identified bo-
th syntactically and morphologically.

substantive pronoun verbal noun
COMMO N Proper non-neuter neuter

function as head ./ v/ J/ v v
capability of

taking M v/ V4 x X X
capability of

taking pl.suffix ./ X J V4 X
negativity x x x v4 v
pressncse of

terse—marker % X x Vi v4
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substantive pronoun verbal noun
common proper non-neuter neuter
presence of
tense marker x X X v Vv

5.51 Nominal sub-groups

nomi‘nal

T \ '
substantive pronoun verbal noun
t . ] t - —
common proper non-neuter neuter

.} « {
an%mate inanimate

‘ I |
human non-human
{

{
mass countable

5.52 Substantives

The sub-divisions of substantives may be seen in
the table above.

Common nouns may be divided into animate and in-
animate. The former may be divided into human and non-
human, and the latter into mass and countable.

The proper nouns differ from the common nouns by
their inability to (i) take the plural suffix and (ii)
be head of an ekogoneous endocentric nomiual group.

Animate nouns may be distinguished from the in-
animate by their potentiality to enter into different
structures. Theoretically all nouns are capable of
in a N, N,V structure but in normal

1 172
speech it 1s only the animate nouns which function there.

functioning at N

BXX, murukan/tampiyep/paattaan,
iiurukan/saw/(his )brother

avan/pagam/caapp{{aail,
he/ate/(a) fruit

In the above examples Nl is filled by animate
nouns and N2 is filled by an animate noun and an inani-

mate noun respectively.
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If an inanimate noun functions at ng sentences
like the following would be produced, which are gramma-
tical. kallw/ennet/tafukkuccu, the stone tripped me

neruppy/avanec/cuttuccu,the fire burnt him
In the above examples Nl is filled by an inani-
mate noun and N2 by an animate noun.
These, however, do not occur in normal speech,
though they may be found in written Tamil. ITustead the
following occur in the spoken language.

naan/kallule/tatukkikkitfeen,
I tripped myself against a stone

avan/neruppule/cuttukkittaan,
he burnt himself in the fire.

The structure of the last two cxamples above is
NlAV, where A is filled by an inanimate noun with the
nominal suffix -le. This suffix may be termed 'agentive'
and when it is affixed V is filled by a reflexive verb-
al head (6.5).

The inanimate nouns may, however, function at N

1

if the structure of the utterance is NiV as shown be-
low: kallu viauntuccu, the stone fell

maram aatuccu, the trce was swaying

Human nouns may be referred back to by the pro-
nouns avan.,he, ava,she, avaru,he, and avapka,they.They
have the potentiality of taking numeral adjective in a
post-nominal position with the suffix -~peeru (5.33).

liass nouns are distinguished from the countables
by the former's capability to take quantity adjectives.

5.53 Pronouns

Pronouns are distinguished from the substantives
by their inability to take any modifier at all, and
from the verbal nouns by their inability to be head
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of complex nominal groups5.

5.54h Verpal nouns

Verval nouns may be divided into non-neuter and
neuter verbal nouns. They may be distinguished both
syntactically and morphologically. The former (non-ne-~
uter) contain the suffix -an, ~ar, or -a, while the
latter contain the suffix -t. The former may take the
plural suffix but thc latter cannot do so. Besides, the
exocentric nominal group with the non-neuter verbal no-
un may function at M in a nominal group while that con-
taining the neuter verbal noun may not do so. The str-
uctures are entirely different (5.22122 £f.).

Verbal nouns arc different from the other nomi-
nals in that they are

i. derivations from vcrbs
ii. contain tense markers
iii. capable of exhibiting negative/positive

opposition.

5.541 System of negativity/positivity

A negative/positive system may be set up for th-
ese nouns as they may be set up for the verbs (6.3).
This system does not apply to the other nominals.

This is a two term system and the terms are
negative and positive. exx.

positive negative

neuter avan necttu vantatu, avan neettu varaatatu
verbal his coming yesterday his not coming yester-
nouns ) day

non-neuter neettu vantavan, he neettu varaatavan,he
verbal nouns (who )came yesterday (who )aidn't come yes-

terday.
5. vanta / avan, he(who )came, in which avan (& pronoun)

is modified by vanta (an adjectivalized verbal group) is
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5.hL2 System of tense

This system also applies only to verbal nouns and
not to the other nominals. Unlike the system which oper-
ates on verbs (6.6) which contains three terms (past,pre-
sent and future), this system here contains only two te-
rms, viz. past and prescnt. <Tho morphological distincti-
on of present and future are necutralizcd and it is neces-
sary to have a temporal specificr in the structure to re-
alize the future tense. The temporal specifier is usual-
ly an adverb filling A.(See 6,61 f£f. for a fuller discus-
sion of ncutralization and neutrals).

neuter verbal nouns

past present future
avan vantatu avan varratu avan naa]ekki varratu
his coming his coming his coming tomorrow

non-neuter verbal nouns
neettu vantavan  innakki varravan naalekki varravan
he (who )came he(who )is coming hé(who )is coming
today tomorrow

In the above examples innakki and naalekki are the
temmporal specifiers.

5.6 Systems applicable to nominal heads

The following systems may be set up for the nomi-
nal heads on the basis of concord between the nominal
head and the verbal head: 1. gender, 2., number and 3.per-
sSon.

5,61 System of gender

This is a three term system and the terms are mas-
culine, feminine and ncuter. This system is applicable
to all nominals except certain pronouns. exx.

recognized by Pillai. 196L. p.8.
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miinaa vantaa, Meena came (fem. )
payyan vantaan, (a)boy came (masc.
maafu vantuccu, (a)cow came (neut.

The singular and plﬁral of both first and second
person pronouns and the third pcerson plural are outside
this system and do not show gender distinction and it
is only by reverting to the context of situation that
the gender may be decided.

5,62 System of number

The: system of number consists of two terms,viz.
singular and plural; it is applicable to all nominals,
exceplt proper and neuter verbal nouns. The singular is
the non-affixed nominal and the plural is that nominal

affixed with -ka, the plural suffix. exx.

payyan, a boy payyanka, boys
ponnu, a girl pornunka, girls
naan, I naanka, we

Most of the neuter nouns do not take the plural
suffix but there is no possibility of predicting which
neuter nouns do and which do not. This seems to e pu-
rely a lexical matter,

Though honorific nomlnals take a plural verbal
head as in avppaa vantaapka, (my)father came, the nomin-
al appaa is still singular.

5.63% System of person

This is a three term system,viz. first,;second
and third persons. This system applies only to pro-
nouns, all other nominsls being in the third person,

““hen the system operates on pronouns a three te-
rm distinction is made:

1st person: naan,I; naapka,we.
2nd person: nil, you; niipgka, you.




3rd person: avan,he; avaru,he; ava,she;
avapnka,they; ivan,this man;
ivaru, this man; iva, this
woman; ivapka, these people
itu, this; itupka, these
things; atu,that; atupgka,
those things.

5.7 The nominal suffix -¢ and the occurvence restric-
tion®
When the nominal is animate substantive, pronoun
6. On the possibility of oitting /ai/ (the nominal

suffix -e, in this analysis) Corré writes: 'The morpheme
(/ai/) is not omittable if the > is a pronoun in which
there arce allomorphs having a distinctly different pho-
nemic shape with and without /ai/.e.g. /nan/,I but /en-
nai/ me. Some¢ speakers will not omit it from ny (the
sub-class of n replaceable by/avan/he, /faval/she,/avar-
gal/they, rather than /atu/it). The variation among
individual speakers on the mattcr of omittability of /ai/
suggests that linguistic change is taking place in this
area, the drift probably in the direction of loss of /ai/
except i1a certain fixed cnvironments.(underlining is mi-
ne), The omittability of the morpheme /ai/ expressed in
the formula has therefore to be understood with this con-
dition’ Corré. p.23.

The underlined sentence seems to be a swecping
generalization without basis and contradicts violently
what is said in thce present analysis.

Bven among the proaocuns Corré makes /ai/obliga-
tory only for those 'in which there are allomorphs hav-
ing distinctly different phonemic shape’. Using his cri-
terion, uttcrances like the following should be accept-
able to native speakers but they arc not. cxx.

according to Corré
obligatory ortional

“Then No is a proaoun with The pronouns avan,he, ava,she
an allomorph haviag a dis- avanpka,ticy and atu,it, do
tinct phoncmic shape. The not havc an allomorph with
pronouns concerncd are na- diffcrent phonemic shape.
ans,l, nii,you, naapka,we,
and niigka,you. l.avanep (lr.A) paattaan,

(heVYsaw him (mMr.A) (suffixed)
2. avau(Mr.A) paattaan,

*(he ) saw him(lir.A)(without

suffix). Iu normal Tamil

speech (for that matter
in any style of written or spoken Tamil) avan(ur.A) paa-
ttaan, means he(ur.A) saw (somebody).

ennep paattaan,
he)saw me
onnep paattaan,
(he ) saw you
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or verbal noun, the suffix 1s obligatory.ecxx.

naan/avanep/paatteen,I saw him (pronoun)
naan/avan naims viifiukku vantatep/paatteen
I saw his coming to our house

(neuter verbal noun)

naan/neettu vantavanep/paattecn

I saw the one (who) came yesterday
(non-neuter verbal noun)

The inanimatc noui may or may not take the suffix.
However, when it is head of an endocentric construction,
the suffix becomes obligatory. exx.

naan/pasam/caappiteen, I ate a fruit (without

naan/pagattec/caapptteen, (with suffixfufflx)
naan/anta nalla paadattec/caapptieen,

(with suffix)

I ate that good fruit.

In most cases, an iianimate noun when occurring
by itself has a choice as in tampi viifu paattaan, (my)
brother looked for a house and tampi viiffep paattaan,
(my ) brother locked at a house.

Whe:. the suffix -¢ is omitted, the verb transla-
tes as 'looked for' and when it is affixed, the verb
translates as 'lcooked at'. Begides when -¢ 1s affixed
it particularizes thc noun to which it is affixed;when

c4 s . i - 6a
it is omitted, thc aoun is of a more gencral nature,

So, the 'optional omission’ has the potentiality
of changing the structurc of the utterance completely.

In the structurc N (/ai/)Nz/kku/v t Jatu/,e.g.
/ramani manitanukku pipik%igatu/9 Corré writes:

"In this structure the presence or absence of /ai/
is more rigidly detcrmined than in structure I (discus-—
sed earlicr on). (/ai/) is always found after n. ...
and never after ny (replaceable by /atu/g/avai/B.Corré.
p.54. So, if a noun likc /nay/ dog, fills N,, it should
never take the /ai/ suffix. When this noun Is substi-
tuted in the quoted sentence it gives /nay manitanukku
pitikkirati/. This will sound very queer to many spe-
akers (it certainly does to me) and the normal utter-
ance would be /nayai manitanukku pitikkigatu/.

©A- Though this s fvue in my Spedch ,one has to do wove veseavch 4o mawe this
Prammatically velevant n dhe shandavd Spoken Tawail.
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vilftep paattaan,he looked at a (particular )house
vii{u paattaan,he looked for a house

kate kecftaan, he listened to a story
kateyck keettaan, he listened to a (particular)
story.

1
.
o

Co-ordination between nominals

|

The co-ordinating particles are um...um, ellaan/
ellaarum, aavatu...aavatu and aaccum...aaccum.

ellaarum, all, occurs with human nouns, and ell-
aam, all, occurs with non-human nouns.

murukan um naan um varroom,
Murukan and I will come

avan um tampiy wn poonaapka,
he and (my) brother went

murukan;tampl naan e¢llaarum poonoom,
durukan, (my ) brother and I went

maafu,naay puune ellaam pooccU,
the cow, the dog and the cat went

murukan aavatu avan aavatu varuvaapka
either Murukan or he will come

murukan aaccum avan aaccum varuvaanka
gither Murukan or he will come

murukan aaccum niiy aaccun poopka
wither Murukan or you go

The nominals with which the co-ordinating parti-
cles may co-occur, may be affixed or non-affixed. The
above examples illustrate the non-affixed forms of the
nominals and the following examples, the affixed forms.

tampiyey um avaney um paatteen,
I saw him and (my) brother

tampikk aavatu avanukk aavatu kofju,
give (it) to him or to (my) brother.

When the nominal group (Nl) contains a first per-
son pronoun (either singular or plural ), the verbal he-
ad is in the first person plural, e.g. murukan um naan

um varroom, Murukan and I will come. If the group
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contains a second person pronoun (again either singular
or plural) the verbal head is in the second person plu-
ral, e.g. avan um niiy um poopka, you and he can go.Wh-
en the group contains only non-~-human nouas the verbal
head is iu the third person singular.e.g. aafu maaju

ellaam vantuccu, goats and cows came.
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Chapter Six
VERBAL GROUP

6.1 General remarks

This chapter 1s entitled Veroal Group to be in 1i-
ne with the previous chapter nominal Group and the follow-
ing chapter Adverbial Group.

6.2 Verbal group

Verbal group consists of only a verbal head, the
unit that functions at the element of structure V. The
verbal head in turn consists of only one verb,i.e. only
one word, unlike the nominal group and adverbial group
which may counsist of more than one word. The nominals
may enter into endocentric or exocentric constructions
but the verbal heads may only occur by themselves. Hen-
ce, for all intents and purposes, this chapter may very
well be entitled Verbal Heads.,

Adverbs and nominals which function at A, are tr-
cated as adjuncts, which function at the element of struc-
ture A, and so verbal heads do not enter into endocentric
construction, but occur by themselves.

6.21 Verbal heads

The verbal heads may be simple, compound or refle-
xive. They may be divided into two types.viz. finite and
non-rinite.

The distinction finite and non-finite is strictly
based on syntactic criteriawm. Finite verbal heads occur
in independent major clauses and the non-finite in depen-
dent major clauses. uorphological criteria,too, may be

used to distinguish the two types of verbs.The non-finite
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verbal heads contain a set of distinct verbal suffixes,
which do not occur in the finite verbal heads. The fi-
nite verbal heads, except for some negative verbs, con-
tain the characteristic personal endings.

6.22 Systems

The following systems may be set up for verbal
heads: l.positivity/negativity (to be represented as
pos/neg.) 2. transitivity and 3. tense.

6.3 System of positivity/negativity

The morphological distinction of verbs into posi-
tive and negative does not affect the description of
basic clause structure. In this analysis mainly positi-
ve verbs only are used to illustrate the clause structure.

However, in a descriptiow of the verbal heads it
becomes necessary to bring in the distinction and hence
a system, that of pos/neg. is set up.

This is a two term system, positive and negative
containing a number of sub-systems, and the following
table sets out the system in full.l

1. The terms such as concordial, impersonal, etc.
used here are quite arbitrary and do not imply a one-to-
one correspondence in anegative and positive sub-divisions.
Thus positive indicative concordiallcannot be equated

with negative indicative concordial, because there are
heavy restrictions on the occurrence of the latter.

The term concordial is chosen in both cases, mainly
because of their nature to exhibit concord with the
nominal head and this choice of terms by no means impli-
es that syntactic statements are identical.
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~concordial:

nersonally
restraicted:

_indi- .
t cative!
+FiniteJ limpersonal:
positive imperaJSlmPlL:
= s ]
tive * complex
non-finite
concordial:
_Indi- ]
NEG/_, CﬂthU‘ . .
POS impersonal:
' finite —
| I simple:
negativé lepera{ p
| tive | complex

|

hon-finite

avan vaataan,
he came

naan entac cajfayep
pooftukka, which
shirt shall I wear®?

enakkup peenaa veenum
to me a pen is ncedod

P00, g0
pootfukka,wear {(it)

avan vaataac/colrsen
if he comes,I tell

naan maaffcen,I won't
-closed:avan ille
he isn't

lopen: avan valle
he did anot

pookaate,don't go

coina

poot fukkaate,
don't wear (it)
avan vaagkaamep/

poonaan, he went
without buying

verbal head in each exanple is underlined.

heads may be divided into finite

The finite verbal heads may be divided into indi-

The

6,31  Pogitive vorbel hcads
Positive vorbal

and non-finite.

6,311 Positive finite

cative and imperative,

6.3111 Positive finite indicative

Indicative verbal heads i

turn arce divided

into
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coucordial, personally restricted and impersonal. Souco-
rdial verbs are those which e¢xhibit concord with the no-
minal head. Persounally restricicd verbs do not exhibit
concord with the nominal head and the nomiaal heads whi-
ch may cccur with these verbs arve restricted. Inpersoin-
al verbs do not co-occur with Nl in simple sentences;wh-
en they do so in complex sentences, they do not exhibit
concord with the nominal head.

6.31111 Positive Pfinite indicative concordial

There is a concordial relationship between these
verbs and the nomiual heads.cxx.

avan vantaan, he came
ava vantaa, sh¢ came
avagka vantaapka, they cane

For more examples sec 4.211

6£.31112 Positive finite indicative personally restricted

These occur only whewn the nominal head is elther
first persou singular or third person singular/plural,
If the first person singular ocaurs as the nominal head,
the sentence may only be in the interrogative mood, con-
taining an interrogative word or particle. While the
interrogative word (i.e. the interrogative adjectives)
may only occur at N9 either by itseli or as & modilier
the interrogative particle may co-occur witn all ele-
mente of structure. Wheu a personally restricted verb
occurs at V, the only permitted structure is N1N2V,exx

naan/entac cattayep/poottukkag

which shirt shall I wear?

naan/etep/poottukka,
. By s
which (one) shall I wear?

naan/antac cattayep/pooffukkav aa,
shall I wear that shirt?
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naan/antac caflayev aa/pootiukka
shall I wear that shirt?

naan aa/antac caflayep/poofiukka

shall I wear that shirt?

But when third person occurs at ng the sentence
may either be interrogative or affirmative. exx.

avan/emke/pookattum, where can he go?

avan/pookaftum, let him go

The verbal form that occurs at V, with Nl filled
by a third person, may also occur when Nl is filled by
first person provided that the structure contains the
interrogative particle. exx.

avan/pookattum, let him go (3rd person at Nl)

naan/pookatfum as,may I go?(lst person at Nl)'

6.31113 Positive finite indicative impersonal

Under this heading may be grouped four classes
of verbs. The four classes are set up oin the hrasis of
the structure in which they function. Three classes
coittain only one verb eaen and to the fourth belong
five verbs.

Class one contains the verbd veenum, needed, cl-
ass two muiiyuwn, cawn, class three teriyum, known, class
four pacikkum,will be hungry, valikkum, will be painful
arikkum, will be itchy, pifikkum, will be liked, and
tavikkum, will be thirsty.

Impersonal verbs may only occur in simple sen-
tences, except class two, which may also occur in com-
plex sentences.

Of the four classes only the fourth class is

2. It is possible for a positive indicative con-
cordial verp to function in place of pooffukka as in

naan/entac cattayep/poottukkuveen, which shirt shall
I wear?
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subject to a system of tense, i.e., past, present and fu-
ture tense morphological forms may be pecognized.

The verbs of the other three classes do not show
this morphological distinction as far as tense 1s con-

cerned. These verbs cannot denote past tense.
6.311131 Class one

The minimal structure is V, and this may only be
context-bound, e.g. veernum, (I/he/she) want(s) (it).
The maximal structure is ANZVae.g. enakkup/peenaa/veenun,
to me a pen is needed?ﬁ

Né may not consist of proper nouns. The nominal
group when it fills A, may only take the¢ nominal suffix

6.311132 Class two

The sctructures into which mufiyum may enter are
V, AV, Nﬁ&»tnfinitival dependent clause-V, and A-infi-
nitival dependent clause-~V, where A ig filled by a no-
ninal group. ‘

The first two structures are context-bound while
the last two may be context-free. Iu the last struc-
ture it is obligatory that A should be filled by a nomi-
nal group with the nominai suffix -aale. exx.

mutiyum, (I) can (literally, it is possible)

ennaale mufiyum,(I) can (literally, by me it is
possible).

X in the third structure stands for N, and/or A.
exx. naan/ayvanep/paakka/mufiyum, (N,)
I can see nim =

naan/viittukkup/pooka/muiiyum, (A)
I can go to the house

ennaale/avanep/paakka/mutiyum, I can see him,
(literally, by me it is possible to see him).

zA.when this styuehure (¢ wade o dependent clause by sufixabion, Ny has the Chavachenshic

optien of faking the vominal saffix -2, &4, ¢naickd/antap peenaave/veenumnd / connean, Isad #
that | wanted thak penm .
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The last example on the previous page illustrates struc-
ture rfour.

naan avansp paakka muliyum and ennaale avanep paa-
kka mujiyum; though syntactically different, do not exhi-
bit any semantic differcnce. While the latter has the
potentiality of variation of word order, giving avanep
paakka ennaale muiiyum, the former has not this possibi-
lity.

6.%3111%3 Clags thrce

teriyum fuuctions at V in the structure AN2V. A

is filled by a nominal group with the nominal suffix

~ukku. The nominal group filling N, may or may not take

2
the suffix -e. exx.
enakku/avanet/teriyum, I know him

enakkup/paajan/teriyum, I know the lesson.

6,31113)L Class Tour

Verbs of this class show a morphological distinc-
tion in past, present and future tenses as a result of
the system of teuse operating on theun.

The structure into which this class of verbs en-
ter is th@éame as for class three, i.e. AN2V; but it is
obligatory that the nominal suffix -e should occur with
the nomiral group at Ngg when the verbs tavikkum and pi-
Tikkum occur at V; when the other verbs occur at V, the
guffix is optional.exz.

past: enakku/vayittep/paciccutu,

I was hungry (literally,
to me the stomach was hungry)

present: enakku/vayittep/pacikkutu,
I am hungry

future: enakku/vayittep/pacikkum
I shall be hungry
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6,3112 Positive imperative

Inperative verbs may be divided into simple gad.
complex. Besides having different morphological forms,
they may occur only in particular structurss.

The maximal structure for the simple imperative
is N1AN2V and for the complex NlNéV. A is filled by no-
minal grecups with the nominal suffix -ukku. Both struc-
tures may or may not contain the nominal head (Nl). Whi -
le A may or may not occur in the first structure, it
may never occur in the second. exx.

N,AN,V nii/avanukkuk/ketavet/tira,
~  you open the deor for him (simple)

NN,V nii/katavet/torantukka,
you open the door yourself(complex)

The morphological shape of the complex verb is
identical to that of the personally restricted vevyd;
but they are entirely different as they occur in hasiga-
1ly different structures.

6.312 Positive non-finite

The noun-finite verbal heads form a cloged set
and ave adequately degcribed in 4.312. They may only

occur in dependent major clauses and are always con~
text~bound,

6,32 Negative verbal heads

Negative verbal heads may be divided intg fini-

te and non-finite Just as in the case of the positive
verbal heads.

6.321 Negative finite

Negative finite verbal heads in turn may bhe divi-
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ded into indicative and imperative.

6.3211 Negative finite indicative

This may be divided into concordial and impersonal.

6.3%2111 lHegative Ffinite indicative concordial

The concordial negative consists of only one verb-
al root,viz, maaf{{-, which when it takes the personal end-
ings, forms the finite indicative verbal head, and exhi-
bits concord with the nominal head, when it co-occurs
with one. exx.

maaftaan, (he) won't
naan/maatteen,l won't (with N, filled by 1lst person)
avan/vara/maajtaan, he won't Come

When maa{{- occurs in simple sentences, the nomi-
nal head may only be the first person pronoun (example
two above). In complex sentences (example three), con-
taining the infinitival dependent clauses, 1t can co-
occur with all nominal heads (i.e. nominal heads in all
persons).

6.32112 Negative finite impersonal

Negative finite impersonal verbal heads may be
divided into closed and open.

6,321121 Negative impersonal closed

There are only six items which are: illej,no; vee-
ntaam, not necessary; kuufaatu, don't; mufiyaatu, can't;
mujiyale, can't and kaanum, is not to be seen. Of these
ille by itself forms a sub-group and the rest another,




90

Group one: ille

ille may occur in a simple seatence as in

ille,y, no
avan ille, (it is) not he
avan vii{{le ille, he is not in the house.

ille may also occur, as does the nagative concord-
ial, in a complex sentence, containing an infinitival de-
pendent clause, if the dependent clause takes one of the
following particles: ee, aa. exx.

avan/varav ee/ille, he didn't come at all
avan/varav ag/ille, is it(true that)he didn't come?

ee 1s the emphasizing particle and aa is the int-
errogative particle,

The other five forms form a group by themselves
in that they differ from ille syntactically. Each of the
five forms may occur at V in a complex sentence, the str-
ucture of which is Nl-infinitival dependent clause-V.
At Nl only animate nouns may occur. €xX.

avan/vara/veenfaam, he need not come
avan/varak/kuutaatu, he should not come
avan/vara/mutiyaatu, he can't come
avan/vara/mufiyale, he can't come
avan/varak/kaanum, he has not come.

All the forms except kuufaatu may occur by them-
selves; when they so occur they will always be context-
bound. exx.

veeniaam, (it is) not necessary; (I do) not want
muiivaatu, (I/he/she Jecould not
mutiyale, (I/he/she)could not
kaanum, (it) cannot (be) seen.

Besides the structures discussed above there are
others where these four may occur separately, but the st-
ructures are different for each.

veentaam occurs at V in a structure N,V, where Ny
may not be occupied by first person. exx.

nii/caappfa/veeniaam, you need not eat
avan/caappta/veeniaam,he need not eat

First person mays; however; occur at Nl if the interro-
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gative particle aa occurs in the struecture. exx.
naan/caappta/veentaan aa, need not I eat?
veenfaan also occurs in structures AV and.ANgvs

where A is filled by a nominal with the suffix -ukku.exx,

enakku/veeniaam, to me it is not necessary

avanukku/veentaam,to him it is not necessary

enakku/antap padam/veernjaam,

to me that fruit is not necessary

mufiyaatu and mutiyale may occur at V in a simple
sentence, the structure of which may be AV and in a com-
plex sentence containing an infinitival dependent clause.
A is filled by a nominal group with the nominal suffix
-gale. exx.

ennaale muiiyaatu, I cannot do (it)
(literally, by me it is not possible)

ennaale mutiyale, I cannot do (it)
avanaale mutiyaatu, he cannot do (it)

When mutiyaatu and muiiyale occur in complex sen-
tences Nl is always filled by an animate noun. exx.

naan/vara/muiiyaatu, I cannot come
avan/vara/muiiyale, he cannot come

anta maatu/oota/muiiyaatu, that bull can't run.
Nl of the complex sentence structure mentioned
above may be replaced by A, where A is filled by the same
noun with the suffix -aale. exx.

ennaale/vara/mujiyaatu, I cannot come
avanaale/vara/mutiyaatu,he ¢annot come
anta maatfaale/ootia/mutiysatu, that bull can't run.

The structure of the above examples is A-infini-
tival dependent clause-V, At A in this structure inani-
mate nouns may also occun; however, they have no para-
llel Nl replacement possibility.exx.

kattiyaale/veftsa/mufiyaatu
by the knife, it cannot be cut

“katti/vetta/mutiyaatu

peenaavaale/equta/muiiyaatu
by the pen it cannot be written

* peenaa/eauta/muiiyaatu.
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In the above structures when A is filled by an in-
animate noun, it is possible to introduce Nl into the
structure.e.g.

avan/peenaavaale/equta/mutiyeatu,
he cannot write with a pen
However, when A is filled by an animate noun as

{ canvet come

in ennaale/vara/mutiyaatux N, may not be introduced into
the structure.e,g,

*avan/ennaale/vara/mufiyaatu

kaanim occurs in structure NQV. €XX.

avanek kaanum, he cannot be seen
kattiyek kaanum, the knife is missing

6.321122 Negative_ impersonal open

The suffix -le is affixed to the negative verbal
ave termed Meqative impersonal open and

roots and the finite verbal forms thus dbtainedﬂdo not
exhibit concord with the nominal head.5 XX,

avan caappiale, he did not eat, he is not eating
he will not eat,.

ava caappiale, she did not eat,etc.
avapgka caappiale, they did not eat, etc.

It is possible to emphasize the impersonsl verb
at V in a simple senteunce structure by introducing the
emphasizing particle ee or the interrogative particle
aa. Yhen these particles occur the resulting structure
differs from the simple sentence structure i.e. a con-
plex sentence results. exx.

avan valle avan varav e€e ille
he did not come he didn't come at all

avan varav aa ille
is it true that he didan't
come?

3. These are the normal unemphatic forms and they

are completely neutral in tense. If future tense need
be indicated . specifically in the utterance, the struc~
ture of the utterance will be different. It will be a
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6.3212 Negative Ffinite imperative

As in the case of positive imperative verbs, neg-
ative imperative also may be divided into simple and com-
plex. exx.

pookaate, don't go (simple)
pooitiukkaate, don't wear (it) (complex)

The nominal head may occur with the verbal head

as in nii pookaate, you don't go
nii pooftukkaate, you don't wear (it).

6.3%322 Negative non-finite

This is a closed set coataining the negative suf-
fixes-aame and-aa{{i. These are affixed to the negative
verbal roots and form non-finite verbal heads which func-
tion in the dependent clauses. exx.

avan vaankaame/vantaan, he came without buying
avan vaankaatti/naan colreen,
if he decesn't buy/I will tell (you)

6.l Compound verbs

There is only one type of compound verb in Tamil
and this is formed by affixing -ru to a form identical
to that of the completive verbal form., the suffix is
syntactically not separable, To this compound verb all
the verbal suffixes are affixed. exx.

vantu+ru4nt+aan, he had come (vanturuntaan)

caappiiu+ru+pp+aan, he would have eaten
(caappfturuppaan)

The compound verb functions exactly like the sim-~

ple verbs. They function as heads at V both in depen-

complex sentence, containing an infinitival dependent
clause with the negative finite indicative concordial
functioning at V. exx.

avan/caappia/maafi{aan, he will not eat
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dent and independent clauses. However, the system of pos/
neg. does not apply to compound verbal heads. There are
no negative forms of compound verbs.

6.5 "Reflexive verbs

Just as there is only one type of compound verb,
there is only one type of reflexive verb in the language.
This is formed by affixing -kk to a form identical to th-
at of the completive verbal form. These are syntactically
unseparable. To this reflexive verb all the verbal suf-
fixes are affixed. exx,.

tatukki+kk+{{+aan, he tripped himself‘lJr

(tafukkikkitaan)

tatukki+kk+r+aan, he trips .himself
(tatukkikkraan )

Jdafukki+kk+uv+aan, he will trip himgelf
(tatukkikkuvaan)

These may occur only in special structures which
are discussed in 5.52

6.6 System of tense

The system of tense operates on the finite verb-
al heads. This contains three sub-systems,viz. past,
present and future. These are identified by their forms.

exx. past: vantaan, (he) came
present varraan, (he) is coming
future: varuvaan, (he) will come.

6,61 XNeutralization

The morphological distinction results from dis-

L. Very often, between the root and the past teunse
marker, a vowel off-glide i is seen to occur, as
fajukki-kk-1i-{{-aan. tafukkikknean, with the exponent
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tinct exponents for past, present and future in the case
of the positive verbs. Negative verbs do not exhibit th-
is distinction and complete neutralization is seen.

6.62 Tense neutrals5

Though positive verbal heads are distinctly mark-
ed; they may behave as neutrals when used in an utteran-
ce. By virtue of complete neutralization in negative
verval heads, they also behave as tense neutrals. It is
proposed here that this neutrality be referred to as
'tense neutrals' as distinct from neutralization which
applies only to the morphology of the verbal heads.

Tense neutrals may be complete or partial. The
Tormer refers to neutrality of past, present and futuggf
and the latter to neutrality of either past and presentt,_‘;"a
or present and futuréﬁw

Negative verbal heads may be either completely
or partially neutral, while positive verbal hecads may
only be partially neutral.

The temporal element (i.e. tense) in the utteran-
ces in such cdges is made clear by 1. the context of
situation, which is extra-linguistic, ii. an explicit
temporal specifier.

The temporal specifiers are generally adverbs or
adverbial groups of time like naalekki,tommrrow, innakki,
today, etc.

6.621 Complete neutrality

This applies only to negative finite indicative

of the past tense as n, occurs in my speech; this may
be regarded as a dialectal form by some speakers.

Be For grammatical neutrals see Firth, 1957e; Robins,
1959, PFor phonetic neutrals, see Palmer, 196..
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impersonal open verbal nouns. exx.

avan valle avan neettu wvalle
he did not come he did not come yesterday
he is not coming

he Wwill not come avan innskki valle

he is not coming today

avan naalekki valle
he will not come tomorrow

In the above examples the underlined words are
the temporal specifiers.

6,622 Partial neutrality

All other negative verbal heads are capable of ex-
hibiting partial neutrality. Negative impersonal closed
verbal heads are divided into two sets.

The first set includes ille, kaanum and mufiyale,
and these may denote either past or present. The second
set includes the verbal root maai{-, kuutaatu, mufiyaatu
and veentaam, which may denote either present or future.
exx. neutral past present

avan vii{tle ille avan neettu vii{f{le avan innakki vii-
he is/was not in  1ille, he was not in t{{le ille, he is

the house ‘ the house yestevday- not in the house.
avanek kaanum, avane neettuk ksanum.avane innakkik
he is/was not to he was not to be kaanum, he is

be seen seen yesterday. not to be seen

avanaale mufiyale avanaale neetu muji- avanaale innakki
he can't/couldn't yale, he cenllt yes- mutiyale, he can't

tevrday. today
present future

avanaale mufiyaatu.avanaale innakki mu- avanaale naa]ekki
he cannot tiyaatu, today he mufiyaatu, tomo-

cannot rrow he cannot
veentaam, it is/  innakki veernfaam naalekki veentaanm
will not be nece- it is not necess- it will not be
ssary ary today necessary tomorrow

avan varak kuutfaa- avan innakki varak avan nhaalekki varak

tu, he should not kuutaatu, he should kuufaatu, he should
come not come today not come tomorrow
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The temporal specifiers are marked in the above
examples.

wWhen the V of the independent clause is filled
by mutiyaatu, veenjaam, kuutaatu or maajf{-, by using a
present compound verbal form at V of the infinitival de-
pendent clause, past time may be denoted. exx.

avan veentaam, he is not necessary (neutral)
avan/vanturukka/veentaam, he need not have come.

Partial neutrality mey also be seen in the case
of positive verbal heads when they contain the present
tense marker, exx.

pooreen, (I) go/will go
The above utterance may denote either present or

future, and the temporal specifier makes it clear as in

innakkip pooreen,'EI) go today
naalekkip pooreen,(I) go tomorrow

However, it is possible to use a different mor-
phological form at V to denote future without making
use of the adverb of time. e.g.

pooveen, I shall go

In the following two examples, different morpho-
logical forms are used, and both denote future.

naalekkip pooreeny
naalekkip pooveen,

(I) shall go tomorroy
Syntactically they are equivalent but one may be

able to make semantic differences. The former shows

certainty and the latter a desire to go; the going may

be stopped.

6.7 System of transitivity

Verbal heads nmay be divided into transitive and
intransitive, depending on their potentiality to take
objects (the object being Nz). The former may take an

object while the latter may not. exx.

transitives avan padam caappiiaan,
TRANSITIVITY —— he ate a fruit
- intransitive: avan vantaan, he came
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Chapter Seven
ADVERBIAL GROUP

7ol General remarks

The Adverbial group functions at the element of struc-
ture A. (The other group which may function at A ia the
nominal group, which is described in chapter five). This
group may consist of either one or more than one adverb.
When the group consists of more than one adverb, the re-
lative order of occurrence is fixed.

In Tamil,; among the two classes of words which may
not be inflected adverbs form one class, the other being
adjectives. Adverbs may be distinguished from the adjec-
tives by their mutual exclusiveness., Adverbs occur only
at A (adjunct) in a major clause and the adjectives only
at M (modifier) in a nominal group. It is not easy and
profitable to set up a morphological criterion to dis-
tinguish the two classes words, though certain adverbs
contain the characteristic suffix -aa and certain adjec-
tives the suffix -aana,

12 Classes of adverbs

Adverbs may be divided into five main classes, viz
interrogative, time, place, 'true' and denominal., The de-
nominal adverbs may in turn be divided into commoﬁ??%gﬁu-
plicated and colour. The following table sets them out
in their order of occurrence when they occur together.

adverbs .
interrogative time place "true' d?nominal

T T i 1
common  manner reduplicated colour

Besides the above there are two other classes wh-
ich are termed adverbs of comparison and 'lone' adverbs.

i.The names o1 the vavious classes ave Chosen avbidvariy | but their classiFiecation s
based on theiv occiyyence Pessibilidy at a certarn place im shyuchkure, when eCeuwyring tugethey,
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These may occur only by themselves at A and they do not
co~occur with the other adverbs. Hence they are not in-
cluded in the table above. These adverbs may be listed
exhaustively and they are:

maatiri, poole, pafi and vifa (all adverbs of com-
parison): patti, appurom, pinti, peraku, munti and kaai-
ccu (all adverbs of 'lone' type).

721 Interrogative adverb

een, why, is the only item under this heading;
this may occur by itself at A or may co~occur with any
of the other nine sub-classes, except with epp{i,how,and
evvalavu,how much, which are grouped under ‘true' ad-
verbs. €xxX.

een neettu vantaa, (interrogative-time)
why did she come:yesterday?

gen apnke vantaa, (interrogative-place)
why did she come there?

een applik keeifaa, (interrogative-true)
why did she ask sof?

722 Adverbs of time

To this class belong eleven items which are:
neettu, yesterday, neettoofe, innakki, today, innayoofe,
naalekki, tomorrow, naajeyoole, muntaaneettu, day befo-
re yesterday, muntaaneettoole, naa|aanekki, day after
tomorrow, ippa, now, eppa, when,

Though in pairs like innakki and innayooje, the
nominal suffixes -ukku and -oofe may be recognized, they
(the pairs) are not considered as nominals in this thesis.
neettu may be termed the non~suffixed member in the pair
but parallel non-suffixed members may not be seen to oc-
cur in the other pairs. Besides, the other nominal suf-
fixes do not occur at all under any circumstances, Hen-
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ce, the forms are treated purely as adverbs,; based on
their function, rather than as nominals which would be
based on their form.

7.23% Adverbs of place

Seven items are grouped under this heading and
they are: epke, where, agke, there, ipyke, here, ulle,
inside; veliye, outside, meele, up and kiiae, down.

{20 'true' adverbs

Two sets of items form the 'true' adverbs; the
first set includes eppti, how, appi{i, that way, ipp{i.,
thus, and innum, some more; the second set includes
evvalavu, how much, rompa, plenty and koncam, a little.
The members of each set may either occur by themselves
or may occur together in the same utterance. However,
ippti, appii and eppti arehutually exclusive of each
other.

When koncam precedes rompa, as in koncam rompat
taan keeijfaan, the emphasizing particle taan 1s usually
seen to co-occur with rompa.

7.25 Denominal adverbs

Penominal adverbs are formed by affixing -aa to
substantives, and these may be divided into common, man-~
ner, reduplicated and colour.

7.251 Common denominal adverbs

These are formed by affixing -aa to the common

nouns.exx., nouns adverbs
adqaku, beauty aaakaa,
pagacusold pagacaa.
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liost of the denominal adverbs are capable of oc-
curring in a compound form. In a compound form the
noun © and the adverb occur together, and the head of
the compound form is the adverb., Compound forms show
intensity. exx.

noun adverb compound form
perucu, big perucaa perucuperucaa
niilam, length perucaa niilaniijamaa

7.252 Adverbs of manner

These are formed by affixing ~aa to words deno-
ting ‘'manner'; this is a closed set and the complete list
is as follows:

noun adverb noun adverb

veekam, speed veekamaa kopam,anger kKopamaa

varuttam,sorrow varuttamaa.veruppu, veruppaa
bitterness

tayrium,valour tayriyamaa.viruppam, viruppamnaa
desire

makiaxcel joy makiacciyaa.

aace; desire aaceyaa

Besides these there is one other ietm metuvaa,
slowly, for which the noun ®*methuvu does not occur.

7.25% Reduplicated adverbs

The suffix -aa is affixed to reduplicated words,
which also form a closed set.

noun adverb
curucuruppu curucuruppas, dusily
viruviruppu viruviruppaa, awicly
kafukatuppu - kafukafuppaa, angrily
patapatiappu ratapatappas, ixciediy
kirukiruppu kirukiruppaa, dizily
coracorappu coracorappas, voughly
vagavaJaappu vagavagappasa, swosthly
karakarappu karakarappaa . rughly
palapalappu palapalappaa; brigutly.
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Reduplicated adverbs are different from the com-

pound adverbs( 7.251), ii that they are simple words
and may not be split; the compound adverbs may be split
to give a noun and an adverb.

7.254 Adverbs of colour
-aa is affixed to the colour words to form the
colour adverbs: exx;
cevappu,red cevappaa
karuppus;black karuppaa
7.26  ixamples
avan innum ipke irukkaan, he is still here
namma naalekki apke rompa veekamaap poovoom
tomorrow we will go there very quickly
naalekki innum veekamaa makigcciysap poovoom
tomorrow we will go still specedily and happily
1.27 Adverbs of comparison

There are four adverbs of comparison which are

maatiri, poole, vita and paii. The first three are mu-
tually exclusive of each other and they always occur

following N2 which is obligatory. The nominal at N

mnay or
occurs

2
may not take the nominal suffix ~e¢ when poole

in the utterance. When maatiri follows, the no-

minal does not take the suffix, but it is obligatory
when vif{a follows.exx.

murukanep| poole nalla pille, & good child like
murukan murukan

neettu vantatep| poole innakkum varuvaan
neettu vantatu )
he will come today as he did yesterday

murukan maatiri nalla pille, a good child like
Murukan
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murukane vita nalla pi|le, a better child than
Murukan

maatiri and paf{i, which are mutually exclusive
of each other, occur after an adjectivalized verbal gr-

oup, as in avan conna pafi cenceen, I did as he said
avan conna maatiri cenceeén ~do~

7.28 "Lone' adverbs

As mentioned earlier the 'lone' adverbs occur by
themselves. The complete list of these adverbs is:

pattiy about, appuro:, after, peraku, after,
munti, before, pinti, later, and kagiccu,later.

7.281 patti

Like the adverbs of comparison with which patti
is mutually exclusive, this adverb occurs following N
The nominal group functioning at N

2.
5 always takes the

nominal suffix. exx.

avanep patti enakkut teriyum, I know about him
avan keetftatep patti enakkut teriyum,
I know that he asked.

7.282 appurom

This adverb occurs (i) in a contextbound indepen-
dent major clause (ii) in a complex sentence and (iii)
following an adjunct filled by an rrvocentric nominal
group with a neuter verbal noun. This nominal group
takes the suffix -ukku.

(i) In a context-bound independent major clause
appurom occurs either preceding or following the nomi-
nal at Nl' eXX.,

appurom naan colreen,

naan appurom colreen, I will tell (you) leter.
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(ii) The complex sentence may only contain eith-
er a completive dependent clause or a reporting depende-
nt clause. appurom occurs between the dependent clause
and the independent clause, or in the independent clause.

XX, kafekkip poyttu/apgurom/viitgukku varreen,
écompletive dependent clause

T) will go to the shop and then will come hone

avan enna connaannu/appurom/colreen
(reporting dependent clause)
I will tell (you) later what he said

avan enna connaannu/naan appurom colreen,

(iii) The examples are:

avan vantatukku appurom poovooms;
we will go after he comes

naan avan vantatukku appurom pooreen,
I will go after he comes

7.283 peraku

peraku occurs after an adjectivalized verbal group.

exx. avan vanta peraku namma poovoom,
we will go after he comes
avan caapplta peraku namma poovoom
we will go after he eats.

7.28L munti and pinti

These are mutually exclusive of each other. They
occur following adjuncts which may be filled by

(i) words denoting time with the suffix -ukku

(ii) exocentric nominal group with the neuter
verbal noun, suffixed with -ukku.

Though the words denoting time are also nominals,
they are separated here from the other nominals because
of the distinction made when they occur together (see
below). Besides, this distinction is very necessary for
the occurrence of the next class of adverb, kaaiccu.
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Words denoting time are: neeram, time; naalu, day, maacam,
month, varucam, year, etc.

naalu naajekki munti vantaan,he came four days ago
ava pooratukku munti vantaan,he came before she left.

Both fillers of the adjunct may occur together in
which case¢ the nominal group precedes the words of time.

€XX. namma pooratukku nsalu naalekki munti vantaan,
he came four days before we left.

7.285 kaaiccu

This adverb occurs only after words denoting time
which take the suffix -ukku. exx.

naalu naaluk kaagiccu vantaan,
he came four days later

oru mani neeram kagiccu vantaa,
she came an hour later.
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Chapter Iight
NOMINALS

8.1 Nominals

Nominals form that word-class which functions at
the place of element of structure N. As already mention-
ed (H.H) nominals may be divided into substantives, pro-
nouns and verbal nouns. When nominals function at Nl,
they do not take any nominal suffix, when they function
at N2 and A,they take one of the nominal suffixes; when
they function at M, they may take the nominal suffix-oofe.

8,11 Blements of structure of nominals

" The elements of structure of nominals are R, Dy, P
and S, R stands for roots, D for deverbalizing suffix,
P for pluralizing suffix and S for nominal suffix,.

The possible structures are R, RP; RS and RPS for
substantives and pronouns, and RD, RDP, RDS and RDPS for
verbal nouns. D occurs only in the structure of the verb-
an nouns.

8,111 The element of structure R

Roots function at the element of structure R.

For certain suffixed forms, it is necessary to set
up an alternative root form (termed a secondary root) wh-
ich may occur only with suffixes.

8.112 The element of structure D

D is an element of structure only in the verbal
nouns. This is filled by one of the following suffixes:

-8N, =~a, -ar or -=-t,.
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8.113% The element of structure P

P always occurs immediately after R or after D in
the case of the verbal nouns. This is filled by the plu.-

ral suffix -ka,

-ka may not be affixed to proper nouns and neuter
verbal nouns; in the case of the neuter nouns only cert-
ain of them take this suffix (5.62). When the suffix is
affixed the junction is characterized by h-prosody.

8,114 The element of structure S

S may occur after R, or D or P. This is filled
by one of the following nominal suffixes: ~e, =-ukku,
-aale, -oofe, -le and -{le.

8.1141 The suffix -e

This is the 'objective' suffix’ and when it is
~affixed to a nominal, the nominal functions at N2.
avan murukanep paattaan, he saw Murukan

8,1142 The suffix -ukku

This is the 'dative'! suffix, and occurs with a
nominal at A. This has a variant in -~akku, when it is
affixed to first and second person singular prououn roots.

murukanukkuk kotuttaan, (he) gave it to Muruksn
onakkuk kotuttaan, (he) gave it to you

1. The terms 'objective', 'dative', 'instrumental',
'genitive', 'sociative', 'locative' and 'ablative' are
traditional terms and are used purely to identify the
various suffixes. They are not to be interpreted in
any other way. see Zvelebil, 1958.p.319, fn.ll.
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8.1143 The suffix -aale

This is the 'instrumental' suffix. exx.

avan kattiyaale vef{{naan, he cut with a knife

avan onnaale vantaan, he came because of you

avan kattiyaale ve{{a mufiyum, he can cut with a
knife

avangale vara mufiyum, he can come

For an analysis of the structures of the above ex-
amples see 6,311132 and 6,321121.

8.11LL The suffix -oote

This suffix may be used as a 'genitive' as well
as a 'sociative' suffix. As a 'genitive' suffix it is
affixed to human nouns (including proper nouns), and it
functions as a modifier at M in a nominal group. c.g.

murukanoote peenaa, Murukan's pen

~oole has a variant in -ufaiya and these two are
in free variation. e.g. murukanutaiya peenaa, urukan's
pen.

As a 'sociative' suffix, it is affixed to nominals
which function at A. e.g.

avan murukanoofe vantaan, he came with Murukan

8.1145 The suffix ~le

This is the 'locative' suffix, and this may be
affixed to all nominals except the human nouns.e.g.

avan viit{{le irukkaan, he is in the house.

For the use of this as an 'agentive' suffix see
5.52.

8.1146 The suffix -fte

This may function as (i) a 'locative' suffix,
(ii) an 'ablative' suffix and (iii) a 'dative' suffix.
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This has a variant in —uf{f{e when it’is affixed to
Class II roots of substantives.

As a 'locative' suffix it may only be affixed to
human nouns.e.g. tampiffe irukku,(it) is with(my )brother.

The following examples illustrate the use of this
suffix as an 'ablative'! and as a 'dative'® suffix:

avantie vaapgkneen, Ig bought (it) from him
avanif{e kotutteen, (I) gave (it) to him

8.,11L7 Complete paradigmsof nominals

The following are the complete paradigms of tampi,
(my) brother, viifu, house, ava,she and nuarukan, Murukan,

root murukan-~ tampi- viii- ava-
nom. murukan tampi viitu ava
obj. murukane tampiye viifte avale

dat. murukanukku tampikkit viiffiukku avajukku
ins. murukansale tampiyaale vii{{aale avalaale
soc. murukanoofe tampiyootfe vii{{oole avalooie
abl. murukani{t{e tampifie - avalte
abl. - - vii{{le -

8,12 Non-affixed nominal forms

Non-affixed nominal forms are the nominative forms
which function at Nl of the clause structure,

The nominative forms are identical with the forms
of the roots, if the roots end in a vowel or in a nasal:;
they occur in a form with a final u if the roots end in
a consonant other than a nasal. exx.

-V final root: tampi~ nominative form: tampi

-C final root: aaf- aatu3

~N final root: murukan- murukaii
2, The 'ablative'-'dative' distinction is only seman-
tic and cannot be justified at the syntactical level.
3. u is not treated as a nominal suffix as this occurs

with class IT roots only+. It would be possible to treat
this as a nominal suffix, but this would necessitate

T . see Section. 8-41.
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8.13 Affixed nominal forms

The affixed forms function at N2 and A of the cl-
ause structure. The structures of the affixed forms are
RS, RPS, RDS and RDP3S. S is the obligatory element in
the affixed forms. R may be filled either by roots or

secondary roots.

8.2 Substantive forms

Substantive forms may be divided into three major
classes depending on the root final and the scatter of
forms in a paradigm. These three classes may be termed
-V final, -C fineal and -N final roots.

8,21 Substantives-Clags I. -V final roots

These may be divided into twe sub-classes,based
on the prosodic features of the root final syllable.
They may be termed y-prosodic and w-prosodic -V final
I‘OC)t‘,s..l’L

setting up zero suffixes for the other classes of roots.

T y=-prosodic -~V final roots are those which have a
'front' vowel finally; in Tamil nouns theyarc .i,ii and e.
w-prosodic -~V final roots are those which have a 'back'
vowel finally; in Tamil they are u,uu and aa.

Though aa is not a true 'back' vowel, it is group-
ed under this heading because of its behaviour pattern.
For example, the prosodies that characterize the junc-
tions (i) between a u final root and a suffix, and (ii)
between aa final root and a suffix are the same, viz,
w-prosody. exx. pacu+e, pacu-v-g; appaate, appaa-v-€.

Hendcrson uses the terms 'yotized' (syllable cha-
racterized by i~element) and 'labio-velarized' (syllable
characterized by u-clement). see Henderson,l9L49;Firth,
1957a.

y-prosodic and w-prosodic are to be distinguished
from y-prosody and w-prosody, in this analysis. The for-
mer is a feature of the syllable final and the latter
of Jjunction. The exponents: of y-vrosodic -V in Tamil
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y-prosodic w=prosedic
cafti- pacu-

tii~ puu-

tale- appaa-

8,22 Substantives-Class IT. =C final roots

These may be divided into two sub-classes;viz.
contrasting final -C roots aad non-contrasting -C roots,

8.221 Contrasting final -C roots

All roots, whose final -C is { and some roots who-
se final -C is r are grouped under this heading.

The final consonant of the root is lax in this
class of roots. However, when a nominal suffix functi-
ons at S, only a secondary root may occur at R. The se-
condary root is that form which has a tense final conso-
nant cluster as in

. 4A .

root non-affixed secondary affixed
forms (neminatives) roots forms

aaf- aaju aaft- aatte

agar- aaru aatt~ aatte

are 1,11 and e, and those of w-prosodic -V are u,uu and
aa, whereas the exponent of y-prosody is a palatal semi-
vowel and that of w-prosody, a labio-dental fricative.

It is not uncommon to set up more than two proso-
dic features for vowecls.see Scott,1956, Palmer, 1960,
Allen, 195L4.

There are only four nouns (as far as I know) which
end in -a, and these roots may be stated as o-prosodic -V
final roots, meaning that the prosodic featuru of the vo-
wel is neither 'front' nor 'vack'; or it may be stated as
s-prosodic -~V final roots, meaning the prosodic feature
is 'centralization'. The four roots are maka-(daughter),
marumaka- (daughter-in-law), ava-(she), and paya-(boy).
The Jjunction between the first three roots and any suff-
ix is characterized by f-prosody, and the Junction bet-
ween the last root and any suffix is characterized by
1-prosody.

4 A . see sechion. 8222,
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The roots of this class are termed contrasting fi-
nal -C roots because they exhibit the tense-lax relation-
ship in the non-affixed and the affixed forms as describ~
ed on the previous page.

8,222 Noun-contrasting final -C roots

To this sub-class belong all structures with final
-C which may be one of the following: k,c,t,1l,r,] or v;
or ~CC which may be kk, cc, tt, {t, pps 11 or 1]. No
tense-lax relationship may be established for the non-
affixed and the affixed forms of these roots.

o secondary. roots are set up for these roots,

root non-affixed affixed
forms forms

kaat- kaatu kaate

paaft{- paatitu paatie

The counstant -CC of this class roots is different
from the final -CC of the secondary roots of the previo-
us sub-class. This constant -CC (which may be termed
invariable) occurs in all the forms in the scatter of
the non-contrasting ~C final root structures, both in
the affixed and the non-affixed forms; -CC of the con-
trasting final roots (which may be termed variable) does
not occur in the root structure and the non-affixed forms.

exx. contrasting final non-contrasting

-C_root paradigm final -C root
paradigm

root aat- peafl-

non-affixed form.aaf{-u paati{-u

secondary root aaff{- paai{~

affixed form aa{f{-e paaii-e
aaff-ukku paaf{-ukku

8,23 Substantives-Class III. -N final roots

All roots which have a final nasal are grouped un-
der this heading. These may be divided into two sub-
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classes depending on whether the nasal is alveolar or
bilabial.

alveolar -~ final roots: makan-y payyan-
bilabial ~N final roots: maram-, cakkaram-—

It is necessary to set up a secondary root for the
bilabial -N final roots. Instead of the bilabial oral
closure, a tense dental plosion occurs when nominal suf-
fixes are affixed., This form of the root is termed a
secondary root. €xx.

root secondary root
maram- maratt-
cakkaram~ cakkaratt-

8.3 Non-affixed substantive forms

8.31 Class I =V _final rooth’

The nominative forms (non-affixed forms) are iden-
tical with the form of the root. exx.

root nominative root nominative
cattfi- catf{i, a pot pacu- pacu, a cow
tii- tii, fire puu- puu, a flower
tale~ tale,a head appaa~ appaa,father

8,32 Class IT ~C final roots

The roots take a2 vowel u to form the nominative
forms (see footnote 3).

root nominative

aaf- aafu, a goat
kenar- kenaru, a well
paatit- paaifu, a song
moor- mooru, butter-milk
kaat- kaatu, an ear

8.33 Class III ~N final roots
The final syllable -VN is realized as e (with al-

veolar nasal final roots) and s (with bilabial nasal fi-
nal roots).
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root nominative
makan- makan Emexél, son
payyan- payyan |[pejjel, a boy

maram- maram [mers], a tree
cakkaram- cakkaram [svkkers], a wheel

8.4 Affixed substantive forms

Affixed substantive forms are those which have an
obligatory S in their structure. Both roots and second-
ary roots may function at R. The affixed substantive fo-
rms function at N, or A (in one case at M of the nominal
group ).

8.l4l Class T

y-prosgodic ~V final roots
When a substantive of this class takes one of the
following nominal suffixes -e, -aale, -oofe or -le, y-
prosody characterizes the junction.

root affixed form
caff{i=- cajti-y-e

caff{i-y-aale, etc.
When the suffix -ukku is affixed the y-prosody
extends over the whole suffix as in
cafti- caf{i-kki
The palatalization may be observed even in the velar con-
sonants. .
When -tte is affixed, o-prosody characterizes the
junction (i.e. absence of y- or w-prosody). €XX.
tampi- tampi-{te.
w-prosodic -V _final roots
When any nominal suffix except -tfe is affixed to
the roots of this class, a w-prosody characterizes the

junction. pacu- pacu~v-e
pacu~v-ukku, etc.

When -~tte is affixed o-prosody characterizes the
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junctiona Celo
root affixed form

pacu- pacu-{{e

8. 42 Class IT ~C final roots

When the nominal suffixes are affixed to the sec~
ondary roots (in the case of the contrasting final -C
roots) and to the roots (in the case of the non-contrast-
ing final -U roots), o-prosody characterizes the junction.

contrasting final -0 roots
aa{t- aa{l-e :
aaft-ukku, etc

non-contrasting final -C roots

paati- paat{{-e '
paaff-ukku, etc.

8.43 Class IIT =N final roots

o-prosody characterizes the junction when the no-
minal suffixes are affixed to the roots, in the case of
the alveolar -N final roots and to the secondary roots
in the case of the bilabial -N final roots. exxX.

makan- makan-e
makan~ukkusetc.
secondary root affixed form
maratt- naratt-e
maratt-ukku,etc.

8.5 Pronominal forms

There are eleven pronoun roots; these may be divi-
ded into first, second and third person roots.

lst person root : naan-

2nd person root nii-

3rd person roots: avan-, ivan~, evan- (masc
ave-, 1liva-, eva- fem.
at-, it-, et~ neut
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8.51 Non-affixed pronominal forms

The first person nominative form is naan, I, from
the root naan-. The second person nominative form is
nii, you from the root nii-., The roots avan-, ivan-j,and
evan- give the third person masculine forms avan,he, ivan
this man and evan, which man, respectively., The third
paerson feminine nominative forms are ava, that woman,iva,
this woman, and eva; which woman from the roots ava-,iva.
and eva-~ respectively.

The third person neuter nominative forms are id-
entical to those of the roots with a final vowel u.

root nominative

at- atuy that thing
it- itu, this thing
et- etu, which thing

8.52 Affixed forms

It is necessary to set up secondary roots for fir-
st and secondary person pronouns. The structure of the
secondary root is NV, Tor the first person, the second-
ary root form is en- and for the sccond, it is on-.

Vhen the following nominal suffixes -e, -oof{e and
-aale are affixed to the secondary roots, g-prosody cha-
racterizes the junction. The exponent of the prosody is

an alveolar nasal. exx.
1st person en- en-n-e
en-n~-oofe
en-n-aale
2nd person on- Ol~N—e
on-n-oote
on-n-oale

When the nominal sufiixes -akku and kittesare af'-
fixed o-prosody and h-prosody characterize the Jjunctions.

en- en-akku on-  on~akku
en-ki{te on-kiftfe
5 ki{fe is a variant of -{i{e, wnich occurs only with

these roots.
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When the nominal suffixes are affixed to the third
person masculine and neuter roots, o-prosody characteri-
zes the junctions.

root affixed form
avan- avan-e at-e

avan~ukku at-ukku
avan-oofe at-ootfe, etc.

When the third person feminine roots take the no-
minal suffixes the Jjunction is rharcaterized by f-prosody

ava- ava-]-e :
ava-]-ukku,etc.

8.6 Verbal noun forms

The structure of the verbval noun forms is one of
the following: RD, RDP, RDS,; RDPS.

A form identical to that of the verbal stem-base
functions at R, and at D, one of the following deverbali-
zing suffixes; -an, -a, —-ar, or -t. When the first thr~-
are affixed the junctions are characterized by w-prosody
and when -t is affixed, o-prosody characterizes the junc-

tion. exx. masc! vanta-vean-
vanta-v-gr—-
fem: vanta-v-a-
neut: vanta-t-

8,61 Non-affixed forms

The nominative forms of the verbal nouns are:

caapp{tavan~ caapptfavan,he (who) ate
caapptiiavar- caappliavaru ~do~
caapptiava- caappfiava,she (who) ate
caappifat- caappiiatu,that (which)ate

8.62 Affixed forms

Affixed forms are given with the junction prosodis
es below:
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j.pro. affixed forms

caappf{tavan- o caappftfavan~e, etc.
caappif{avar- 0 caapp{favar-e, etc.
caappifava~- T caappifava-|-esetc.
caappf{fat- o caapplfat-es ete,

8.7 Plural forms

The plural suffix -ka is affixed to the roots to
give the plural forms. ©cxX.

bayyan-  payyayp-ka

en-— en-ka
maram- marayn-ka
pille- pille-n-ka
catti- cat{i~pg-ka

In all these cases the junction is characetrized
by h-prosody; in the last two examples, the exponent of
the prosody is a velar nasal, and in the first three ex-
amples it is homorganicity of the nasal of the root and
voicing of the plosive of the suffix.

The non-affixed forms (i.e. nominative forms) are
identical to the plural forms; the affixed forms are pro-
duced by affixing the nominal suffixes to the plural fo-
rms; the junctions are characterized by f-prosody. exx.

plural forms non-affixed forms affixed forms

payyanka payyanka,boys payyanka~|-esetc,
marapka maranka, trees marapgka-l-e,etc.
pil] lenka piLLenka;children.piLLenka—Lfe;etc.
caltigka ca{iinka,pots cafiigka-|-e,etc.
8.8 Forms_of the nominals in the function of modifiers

Any nominal, except the neuter verbal nouns and _
the exocentric nominal group with the neuter verbal noun,
may function at M, as modifiers.

6. - The first person plural (inclusive) form namma,
we, is not regular in the sense that it is not formed by
affixing the plural suffix -ka to any root. namma- is
an independent root. The nominative form is identical
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8.81 Substantive forms

When substantives of Class I occur as modifiers the
form that functions as modifier is identical to that of
the root. exx.

modifier modifier-modified
cafjti cat{i-p~pif{i,handle of a pot
pacu pacu~t~tale,head of a cow

When substantives of Class II occur as modifiers,
if the modified has a consonant initial and the modifier
belongs to the contrasting -C final roots, the form of
the modifier is identical to that of the secondary root
with a final vowel u. exx.

aaf{tu aaffu-t-tale,head of a goat
kenattu kenattu-p-pi{i, wall of a well

If the modified has a vowel initial, the modifier is id-
entical to the secondary root in form. The junction is
characterized by o-prosody. exx.

aati- aatl-ati,foot of a goat
kenatt- kenatt-afi, a well

In the case of the non-contrasting -C final roots,
the modifier is identical to that of the non-affixed fo-
rm, if the modified has a consonant initial; if the modi-
fied has a vowel initial, the modifier is identical to
the root in form. exx.

paaitu paatiu-k-kate,a song-story
kaattu kaattu-c-cattam;sound of wind
paat{- paait-are, -a music~room
kaatt- kaatt-aafi, a fan

When the final -C is 1 or r the modifying form
may either be like the non-affixed form or the root form,
if the modified has a consonant initial; if it has a vo-
wel initial, the form of the modifier is identical to
that of the root. exx.

rum e e e

to that of the root. When the root takes tne nominal suf-
Tfixes the -junction is characterized by f-prosody.
namma-~|-¢, namma-]-ukku, etc.
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modifier modifier-modified

mooru mooru-c~-catiila pot to hold
Mooy~ moor-c-cafi{i Jbutter-milk
kaalu kaalu-c~-cattela pair of
kaal- kaal~c-caf{fe J trousers

When substantives of bilabial -N final root class
occurs a's modifiers, (i) the modifier may have a form id-
entigal to that of the secondary root with a final u, or
(ii) the modifier may drop the final nasal from the root.

root modifier modifier-modified
maram- marattu  marattu-k-kele, the branch of
mara-k-kele a tree

8.82 Pronominal forms

When pronouns function as modifiers, the modifier
is identical to the secondary root in the case of first
and second person pronouns, and to the root in the case
of third person masculine and feminine pronominal forms.
Third person neuter pronominal forms do not function as
modifiers without the suffix -oofe. The modified have

plosive initials. exx.
modifier modifier-modified

lst en— ep-katesy my shop

2nd on- oyp-kaje, your shop

3rd avan- avarn-kate, his shop
ava- - ava-kaje, her shop

In the first three cases the Jjunction is
characterized by h-prosody, and in the last by o-prosody.

8.83% Verbal noun forms

Only the non-neuter verbal nouns may function as
modifiers. The form of the modifier is identical to that
of the root, and the modified has a plosive initial. In
the case of the masculine noun forms, the junction is cha-
racterized by h-prosody, and iun the case of feminine
nouw forms by o-prosody. exx.
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modifier modifier~modified
vantavan vantavayp-kafe,

the shop of (the man who )came

vantava vantava-katfe,
the shop of (the woman who )came

8,84  Pronominal forms, verbal noun forms and vowel,non-
plosive initial modified forms

When the modified has a vowel or non-plosive ini-
tial, the pronominal and verbal noun modifiers which have
a nasal firal exhibit a form identical to that of the rooi
in the case of the third person pronominal and verbal noun
roots, and to that of a secondary root in the case of fir-
st and second person pronominal roots. €xx.

root/sec.root modifier-modified
» - o=prosody q.prosody
1st en- en-are en-n-are, my room
2nd on- on-are on-n-are,; your room
3rd avan- avan-are, his room
verbal
noun vantavan vantavan-are, the room of (the one

who ) came

3.9 Adverbs and adjectives

Adverbs form that word-class which functions at A
of the clause structure, and adjectives form that word-
class which functions at M of the nominal group structure.

Adverbs and adjectives may easily be distinguished
from the nominals which are capable of functioning at A
and M by the possibility of the nominals to take the no-
minal suffixes.

8,91 The elements of structure and the possible struc
tures

The elements of structure of adverbs and adjectives
are R and 8. Roots function at R and suffixes at S,
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The possible structures are R and RS.
The structure RS is applicable only to denominal
adverbs and denominal adjectives.

8.92  Adverbs

The roots which function at R belong to the follow-
ing sub-classes of adverbs : adverbs of time, adverbs of

place, adverbs of comparison, 'true' adverbs and 'lone’
adverbs.

In the structure RS, nominalé€function at R and
the suffix -aa at 8.

For a detailed description see chapter seven.

8,93% Adjectives

At R the following sub-classes of adjectives func-
tion: demonstratives, interrogatives, numeral, size,form,
epithets and colour. .

In the structure RS, nominals (certain common nouns)
function at R and the suffix --aana at S. exx.

noun adjective
agaku agakaana, beautiful
oyaram oyaramaana, high

In the first example the Jjunction is characterized
by o-prosody, and in the second by o-prosody.
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Chapter . Nine
~ VERBAELS

9.1 Verbals
The word-class that functions at the place of ele-
ment of structure V, may be termed verbals. Verb forms

mey be divided into finite and non-finite (6.2l

Q.11 Llements of strcuture

The elements of structure in a verbal are: R, T,
B and S. R stands for root, T for tense marker, B for
base and S for suffix.

9,111 The element of structure R

R is filled by a root.

9,112 The element of structure T

T is filled by tense markers which may be present,
past or future. T occurs oualy after R, and the result-
ing structure is termed s stem. Absence of T characteri-
zeg the negative verbs,

9.113 The element of strcuture B

B may occur after R or after T, When this occurs
the structure is termed either a root-base or a stem-
base, Absence of B characterizes the positive finite
verbs.

In the case of the negative stem-bases, there is
no element of structure T. The structure of these bases
is RSB, where B occurs after S (9.43).
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9.,11lLh The element of structure S

It is necessary to set up a system at S and this
is termed the system of verbal suffixes. When S occurs
the structures may be termed either a finite verb or a
non-finite verb, depending on what unit occurs at S.

9.1141 System of verbal suffixes

At 8, the system of verbal suffixes operates.This
is a four term system as shown below:
personal suffixes
System of verbal suffixesilPersonal suffixes
1non—finite verbal suffixes

negative suffixes

9.115 Possible structures of verbals

The fellowing are the possible structures of verb-
als: RTS, RBS,; RTBS.
R is the obligatory element in all these structures.

RTS  caappi-r-asan, %heg is eating

RBS caappi{-a-le;, he) is not eating
caapp{~a-ame, without eating

RTBS caappi-{-a~votane, as soon as(he)eats

9.2 Units functioning at the various elements of
structure

9.21 Roots

Roots are those forms which may not further be
analysed morphologically and which function at R. They
nay be divided into consonant final roots and vowel fi-
nal roots,
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9,211 Cousonant final roaots

The counsonant final roots may be divided into clo-
gsed and open. This distinction is made on the basis of the
occurrence of a rvarticular past tense marker with the clo-
sed set (9.32). The closed set contains only nine roots
and they are: kuuppf{-, caappf{-, cuf-, nat-, toi-; pat-,
porappai-, poof-, and vif-.

All other consonant final roots are termed
open, The root final consonant in the open set may be
simple (-C), which may be {, Vv, ry; m, 3 Oor c; or complex
(-CC) which may one of the following: kk, tt, opp, ft, 11,
nns nt. exx. ciiv-, kiir-, oojt=-, kalakk-, caatt-, tag~,

9,212 Vowel final roots

These may again be divided into two sets, viz,
restricted and non-resgtricted. The former contains only
four roots, and hence they are termed restricted. The
four roots are: konjaa-, okkaa-, vala-, and tala-.

The non~restricted in turn may be divided into
closed and open. The closed non-restricted contain only
seven roots which are: agi-, muf{i-, tiri-, eri-, puai-,
kuni- and meli-~. These two sub-classes are set up on
the basis of the junctional features which characteri-
ze the junction between these roots and the suffixes.

Q.22 Tense markers

The tense markers are:
past: ny,_ts tt, nt, cc, nc.
present: 1 +
future: Vy, uv, pp.

1. "Le present est formeé & L’aide du theme a'inacc-
ompli: suffix ~kiRa-, elargissement de ~k-'.Meile.p.lLG.

Traditional grammariauns treat -kir, -kkir and -ir
as the markers. see Arden, Pope.
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Qe23 Base markers

The base markers are a, u and i. When this marker
is affixed to the root or the stem, a root-base or a stem-
base is formed. The base element that functions in the
negative base is a.

9.2  Verbal suffixes

There are four types of verbal suffixes, viz, per-
sonal suffixes, impersonal suffix, non-finite verbal suf-
fix and : negative suffixes,

9.2L1 Personal suffixes

The personal suffixes may be divided into first,
second and third persons, singular and plural.

lst person, sing. -een
plur., ~0oo0om

2nd person, sing. -e
plur. ~1iigksa

3rd persol, sing.masc, -aan
fem. -aa
masc&fem. plur. -aapgka

9.242 TImpersonal verbal suffix

The impersonal verbal suffix is -um.

"Present: 'tense' velar plosive articulation +
vocalic+r; or r~vocalic+r ('lax' velar articulation +
vocalic + r in a few very rare cases),' Asher

For yet another treatment see Lisker.

When looked at the complete scatter, it will be
noticed that -kk- (or with the vocalic off-glide in sl-
ow speech) occurs in the same place in structure in ot-
her verbal forms such as nou~finite verbs, negative verps
etc., nou-finite: patikka (tense neutral)

negative: patikkale(tense neutral)
Hence, if the tense (or lax) velar plosive is treated
as a Jjuactional feature it reduces the number of statec-
ments and proves very economical.
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9.243 Non-finite verbal suffixes

The non-finite verbal suffixes are: ~-vofane,-pootu.
-um (co-occurring with -pootu), -{tu and zero. Lengthen-
ing of the final vowel whern the final vowel is a, produces
one of the non-finite verbal forms.

9.24l4 Negative suffixes

The negative suffixes are: -~le,-game,-aa{f{i and
-aat.

9.3  Stems

9.31 Present tense stenms

When the tense marker is r, present tense stems
are formed. o-prosody characterizes the junction when
consonant final stems take the tense marker. e.g.

root stem
katt- kat{f{-r-

r-nrosody characterizes the Jjunctiou when restrict-
ed vowel final roots take the tense marker; with the clo-
sed non-restricted vowel final roots, the Jjunction is
characterized by y-prosody and with the open non~restrict-
ed by g-prosody. exX.

okkaa- okkag-r-r-
adai- aJgi-y-pr-
came- came~-kk-r-

9,32 Past tense stems

The past tense stems are formed with one of the
following tense markers: n, |, tt, nt, cc, nc.

With the closed consonantal final roots, the
tense marker is {,; with the open consonantal vowel Ii-
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nal roots, it is n, with the restricted vowel final roots
it is nt, with the closed non-restricted vowel final roots
it is 1nec, and with the open non-restricted vowsl final
roots, it is cc.

The Jjunction is characterized by o-~prosody in all

cases.,
roct stem
kuupp{-  kuupp{-{-
ka{t{- kaf{{-n-
okkaa- okkaa-nt--
aJgi- adi-nce-
came~- came-gC-
kufu- kutu-tt-

In the open non-restricted vowel final roots, di-
syllabic roots which have a w-prosodic -V final take tt
as the tense marker and those which have a y-prosodic -V
final take cc as the teuse marker.

9.33 FMuture tense stems

By effixing the future tense marker to the root,
future tensc stems are formed. The markers are v,uv and
pp. uv occurs with the consonant final roots and the res-
tricted set of vowel final roots. The junctions are cha-
racterized by o-prosody and r-prosody respectively. exx.

kaf{t- ka{f{-uv-
okkaa- okkaa-r—r=

o-prosody characterizes the junction when the ten-
se marker pp is affixed to the open non-restricted set
of vowel final roots, and when v is affixed to the closed
non-restricted set of vowel final roots. exx.

came- camne-pp-
aJai- adi-ve

9.4 Base

The base suffixes are a, u and i. These may be
affixed to the root, thus forming a rcct-~base or to a
stem, forming a stem-base.
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Q.Ql Root-base

Tne structure of the root-base is RB.

When the base element a is affixed to the root,
the Jjunction may be characterized by one of the follow-
ing prosodies, depending on the root final: o,r,y or q.

root Je.pro. root-base
kati- o kat{-a-
okkaa-~ r okkaa-r-a-
agi- y aai-y-a
came- o] came~-kk-a

i, which is another base element may only occur
with the open set of consonant final roots. The junce

tion prosody is o.
kai{t-~ 0 kaf{~-i~

Q.42 Stem-base

The structure of the stem~-base is RTB.,

The stem-base markers are a and u.

fMuture tense stem-bases cannot be formed.

The base-makr amay be affixed to all classes of
roots to foram past and present tense stem-bases. The
base marker u may only be affixed to the vowel final
roots to give only past tense stem-bases. o-prosody cha-
racterizes the Jjunction in all these cases. exX.

root base marker stem-base

past present
kalt- a kat{-n-a ka{{~r-a-
okkaa-~ a okksa-nt—-a- okkaa-r-r-a-
aJgi- a adgi-nc-a- adl-y-r—-a-
camne- a came~-cc—-a- came-kk-r-a-
okkaa- u okkaa~nt=it~
agi- u adgi-nec-u-
came- u came-~-cc~u-

2.&3 Negative-bases

The structure of the negative base is RSB.
R stands for root, 5 for negative suffix -aat,
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and B for the base element a, The prosodies that cha-
racterize the junction between R and S are giveu below;
the junction between S and B is characterized by o~prosody.

root j.pro negative-base
ka{{- o kaf{~aat-a
okkaa- r okkaa-r-aat-a
aJgi- y adi-y-aat-a
came-~ q came~-kk~-aat-a

9.5 Positive verbal forms

Q.51 Pogitive finite indicative concordial

The structure of the positive finite indicative
concordial is RTS, where S stands for personal suffix.
‘hen personal suffixes are affixed to the stems the junc~

tions are choracterized by o-prosody. The complete para-
digms are given below:

oot  ~ present = past future
kall- _stem.kafjr- __ __ - kalin- kealjwv-
finite
verbs kaff{reen katineen ka{tuveen
kaf{room ka{tnoom ka{{uvoom
kaf{re kattae katiuve
kaftriipka kaiiniigka katfuviipka
kaf{raan kailnaan kat{uvaan
kaf{raa kaftinaa katiuvaa
kaitraagka kaftfiaagka katf{uvaagka

9.52 Positive finite indicative nersonally restricted

These may be divided into first person verbal
forms and third person verbal forms. The first person
verbal forms are identical to the root-base in form.exx.

caappta Ee.g.naan enna caappta, what shall I eat?
eauta €.g.naan enna eguta, what shall I write?

The third person verbal forms are formed by affix-

ing -{tum to the root-base. o-prosody characterizes the
Junction. exx.
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caappte~ttum (e.g.avan caappiajfum,let him eat)
equta-ttum (e.g.avan equtajfum,let him write)

9.53 Positive finite indicative impersonal

The impersonal verbal suffix -um is affixed to the
following roots, which form a closed set, and the junc~
tion prosodles are stated for each root.
root Jj.pro. finite verb root Jspro. finite verb

veen- 0 veern~-um paci- q paci-kk-um

muti- ¥ muti-y-um vali- q vali-kk-um

teri- v teri-y-um ari- q ari-kk-um
piti- a piti-kk~um
tavi- a tavi-kk-um

9,hL Positive simple imperative

The simple imperative are identical to the root.
In the case of consonantal final roots, they are identi-
cal to the roots with u. exx.

root imperative
katt- kaf{-u
caappi- caappi-u
kuti- kutfi

pafu~ patu

9.55 Positive complex imperative

The complex imperative is formed by affixing -a
to a form identical to that of the completive verbal fo-
rm (i,e. without suffix.see 9.56). The junction is cha-
racterized by Q-prosody. exx.

root completive verbal form imperative
caappi- caappifu caappi{ukka
tora~ torantu torantukka

9,56 Positive non-finite verbal forms

Positive non-finite verbal forms are formed (i)
by affixing the non-finite verbal suffixes either to
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the stem-base or to the root, or (ii) by lengthening of
the final vowel. exx.

From the stem-base ending in a, the following non-
finite verbal forms are formed.

conditional: by lengthening of the final vowel:

caapptta- caappitaa
paticca- paticcaa

manner: the verbal suffix is ~vofane and this is

affixed to the stem-base.
caapptta-  caappitavofane
paficca- paficcavofane
time: by affixing -pootu
caappfta~  caappitapootu
paticca- paticcapootu
The junction is charvacterized by o-prosody in all
the above cases.

From the stem-base, ending in -u, the completive
verbal forms are obtained. The suffixes are: ~{{u and
ZeTro.

stem-base completive

zero suffix -ttu suffix
caapptiu- caappiiu caappifuftu
paticcu- paticcu paticcuftiu

From the root, by affixing -~um and -pootu, non-

finite verbal forms of time are obtained. exX.
caappf- caappiumpootu
pati- patikkumpootu

A The prosodies which characterize the Jjunctions
with the different root classes apply here also (9.31).

9.6 Negative verbal forms t

9,61 Negative finite indicative concordial

There is only one root, viz. maaf{-, to which are
affixed the personal =2ffixes, to form the negative fini-
te indicative coancordial verbal forms, o-prosody charac-
terizes the Jjunctions. exx.

‘l‘- see footnole V. P82,
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maat{- maaff-een
maaf{-oom, etc.

9,62 Negative finitec impersonal - open

The negative suffix -le is affixed to the root-
base and o-prosody characterizes the junction. exx.

root-base verbal form
caappia- caapptale
patikka-~ pafikkale

9,63 Negative finite imperative

The negative suffix -aat is affixed to the roots
and the Jjunction prosodies are indicated against each
root. To the negative suffix 1s affixed the second per-

sonh personal ending. exx.
root Jj.oro, verbal form
caappi- o caapptaate
pati- o] palikkaate

9.6L Negative finite complex imperative

The negative complex imperative are formed by
affixing the negative suffix -aat and the second perscn
personal suffix to a form identical to that of the con-
pletive verbal form.exx,

root completive imperative

verbal form
caappi- caapptiiu caappiiu-kk-aat-e
tora- torantu torantu-kk-aat-e

The Jjunction is characterized by g-prosody.

9.65 Negative non-finite

The negative non-finite suffixes -aame and ~aaffi
are affixed to thu root.
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root Jepro completive conditional
caappi- 0 caappi-aame caappi-aaj{i
pati- q pafi-kk~aame pati-kk-aat{{i
adai- y agil-y-aame aai-y-aaii{i
okkaa- r okkaa-r-aame okkaa-r-aafti
9.7 Positive neuter finite concordial verbal forms

The neuter finite concordial verbal forms are
those which exhihit concord with the neuter nominal
heads. When they function as concordial verbs they dirf.
fer from the masculine and feminine verbal forms quite
distinctly in that the exponents of S and T cannot be
identified distinctly in most cases.,

The structure of the neuter verbal form is RTS.
While the past verbal forms contain a distinct exponent
of tense, the present and future do not.

Q.74 Present verbal forms

The exponents of T and S cannot be idsntified
distinctly as in the case of masculinc and feminine verb-
al forms, In the neutcer present verbal forms, utu is

the exponent of T and S togetherz. €XX.

root Jepro. verbal form
caappi- o) cappi-utu
okkaa- r okkasa-r-utu
adi- vy adgi-y-utu
came- a came~-kk-utu

9,72 IMature verbal forms

As in the case of present verbal forms above, in
the future verbal forms also, no distinct exponents may

be geen for T and S. wum is the exponent of T and S
together, exx.
2. Firth terms such exponents 'cumulative’, see
Firth, 1957f. p.1lL
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root Jj.pro. verbal form
caappf- 0 caappi-um
okkaa- r okkaa-r-um
adgi-~ y adli-y-um
came-— o] came-kk-um

9,73% Past verbal forms

Only in the past verbal forms, a distinct exponent
for T is seen. The exponents of T are {, tt, cc, nc, and
nt. The exponent of S is uccu. In the case of the con-
sonant final roots, the exponent of T and S occurs toge-

ther and it is uccu. utu is another exponent of S but this
does not apply to consonantal final roots. exX.

root verbal form verbal form
caappl~ caappi~t-uccu -

katf- kaft-uccu -

aJi- aJl-nc-uccu aJqli-nc-utu
pati~ paii-cc-uccu pati-cc~utu 3
okkaa- okkaa-nt-uccu okkaa-nt-utu

S0, it may be summed up that with vowel final roots,S has
two exgonents free variation, and with consonantal final

in
oQts as o % ne expoanent,
5. ' d%nosﬁ& L3R v ob t s

There are only eleven 'irregular' monosyllabic
roots in the langucge and as some of them belong to more
than one sub-class they are listed below with the expo-
nents of various tonses and the prosodies which charac-
terize the Jjunctions.

root j.oro. present past future
paa- a r tt jojs]
vy r ne v
kaa-~ o] r tt PP
vy r nc v
tee- Q. r ce o))
cee=~ Q r tt 1939
mee- o r ce PP
3. When discussing the third person neuter verbal

forms, Zvelebil writes: '(they are) without the tense-
morpheme or with one particular reduced shape (allo-
morph) of the tense-morpheme...' Zvelebil 196L. p.93

FA. The ju\nch'ovl presodies epply  ovily o e Present |
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root Jd.oro. present past future

Moo= a r nt PP

ta- o] r cc 18)¢}

r r nt uv
na- q r ce PP
va- q r cc PP
r r nt uv

ce- N r ne v

vi- qQ, r tt o))

The finitc verb forms are given below:
root  present past future imperative
paa- paa~kk-r-aan paa-tt-aan paa-pp-asan paa-ru, sce
kaa-~ kaa-kk-r-aan kaa-tt-aan kaa-pp-aan guard
cee~ cee-~-kk-r-aan cee-tt—aanucee—ppuaan cee-ru,collect
moo- moo-kk-r-~aan moo-nt-~-aan"moo-pp-aan moo-ru,
Vie vi~kk~r-aan vi-tt-aan vi-pp-aan sell
paa- paa-y-r-aan paa-nc-a&n paa-y-v-aan paa-y. Jjump
kaa- kaa-y-r-aan kaa-nc-aan kaa-y-v-aan kaa-y, starve
ce- Ce=y-T-aan ce-nc-aan ce-y-v-aan ce-y do
tee- tee-kkzr-aan tee-cc-aan tee-pp-aan tee-y rub
mee- mee-kk-r-aan mee-cc-aan mee~pp-aan mee-y graze
ta-~ ta-kk-r-aan ta-~cc~aan ta-pp-asan ta-y stitch
na- na-kk-r-gan na-cc-aan na-pp-aan na-y pound
va~ va-kk-r-aan va-cc-aan va-pp-aan va-y put
ta- ta-r-r-aan ta-nt-aan ta-r-uv-aan taa give
va- Va=-r=r-aai va-nt-aan va-r-yv-gan vaa come
9,81 Verbal forms with monosyllabic roots

The other verbal suffixes

may be affixed to the

above roots just as 1n the case of the disyllabic roots
with the relevant prosodies listed above.
verbal forms, except the imperative forms may be derived
automatically.

9.82

Imperative forms

All other

The negative imperative forms are derived as in

L.
He

This is irregular ian the sense that the past ten-
se marker is nt and not tt.

-kk- in these five examples is palatalized to a
very noticeable degree.
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the case of disyllabic roots. Here only the positive
imperative forms are described.
With the roots va-~ and ta-, the vowel is length-

ened and the inperatives are obtained.
va-, vaa,come ta-, taa, give

With the roots paa-, cee~, and moo-; =-ru is aff-
ixed to give the imperative forms.

pas- paaru, see
cec=- ceeru, collect
moo-  mooru, take (water)
In all other cases the roots take y to form the
imperatives. exx tee-, teey, rub

mee-~, mecy, graze.
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