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A B S T R A C T

This thesis is an attempt to focus on the 

p r o ce s s  by w hic h a v il lag e socie ty  in Central 

Thailand, once p r e d o m i n a t e d  by cha o na a (peasants), 

has been t r a n s f o r m e d  into one in w h i c h  a large 

numb er of v i l l a g e r s  are now k h o n - n g a a n

( w a g e - l a b o u r e r s ) . To c o m pr e he n d  this it is

n e c e s s a r y  to set it again st  the wi de r c on t ex t  of the 

p a r t i c u l a r  path of d e v e l o p m e n t  taken by T h a i l a n d  as 

a whole, with em ph as i s on the roles of the 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  sector and the state.

Fi e l d w o r k  was c o n du c te d  in Th eparaj village, 

C h a c h o e n g s a o  prov in ce.  The vi ll age  was e s t a b l i s h e d  

in the 1880s after T h a i l a n d  had b ec ome  i n t e g r a t e d  

into the w or l d  economy. The early years of

s e t t l e m e n t  w i t n e s s e d  the ab ol it i on  of "slave" labour 

and the r e p l a c e m e n t  of the t r a d i t i on a l  rights over 

p e r s o n s  with p r o p e r t y  rights over land as well as 

the i n c r e a s i n g  pr e s e n c e  of the state in rural areas.

In the e n s ui n g  years, up until about 1960, 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  gr ow th  was ba sed  on the i n c o r p o r a t i o n  

of new land into p r o d u c t i o n  with little change in 

t e c h n o l o g y  and small pe a s a n t  p r o d u c t i o n

p r e d o m i n a t e d .  In the finance and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 

rice, m e r c h a n t s  and m o n e y l e n d e r s  fe at ur e d

d om i n ant ly , p r o f i t i n g  as a result of the peasants' 

g ro w i ng  i n de b t edn es s.

The ag r a r i a n  basis of p r o d u c t i o n  was greatly 

t r a n s f o r m e d  from the 1960s onwar ds  w hen  more
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b r a n c h e s  of c ap ita l b eg an to enter a g r i c u l t u r e  on an 

i n c r ea s i ng  scale, with the aid of the stat e's  p o lic y  

to p r o mo t e  i n d u st r i al  investment. The a g r o - b u s i n e s s  

of m o d er n  c a p i t a l - i n t e n s i v e  p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  was 

i n t r o d u c e d  into the vil l a ge  while at about the same 

time, rice p r o d u c t i o n  also became more i n t e n s i f i e d  

with the a d o p t i o n  of d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  and the vario us  

i n g r e d ie n t s of the "green revolut ion ". The villa ge  

eco no m y has thus be co m e  more t igh tly  linke d than 

ever befor e into the in t e r n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  system 

wi th the d o m i n a t i n g  p r e s e n c e  of m u l t i n a t i o n a l  

c o r p o r a t i o n s .

This has c r ea t e d new areas of a c c u m u l a t i o n  in 

the village. A han d f ul  of m e r c h a n t s  and

m o n e y l e n d e r s  have tu rn e d  th em s e lv e s  into c a pi t a l i s t  

p o u 1t r y - f a r m e r s  who operate with the use of wage 

labour. A few r i c e - f a r m e r s  have also e n t e r e d  into 

the new b u si n e s s  but on a much sm a ll er  scale and

most need to form de p e n d e n t  ties with the larger 

p o u l t r y - f a r m s .

R i c e - f a r m e r s  have g e n e ra ll y  p r o s p e r e d  after the 

a d o p t i o n  of d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g .  The r e l a t i v e l y

b e t t e r - o f f  have b e n e f i t e d  from the state's 

p r o g r a m m e s  of s ub si dy  while the p o o r e r  farmers

c o n t i n u e  to rely on local m e r c h a n t s  and

m o n e y l e n d e r s .  The use of wage labou r in

r i c e - f a r m i n g  is now also p r e d o m i n a n t  and ex ch ang e  

labour has di s ap pea red .
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A l t h o u g h  the m a j o r i t y  of the v il l a ge  p o p u l a t i o n  

are be t te r  off m a t e r i a l l y  in a b s o l u t e  terms, 

b e n e f i t s  of recen t d e v e l o p m e n t s  have been

d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  among the highly 

c a p i t a l - i n t e n s i v e  ent erp r is es ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the 

larger p o u l t r y - f a r m s  and to a lesser ex te n t among 

the other alr e ad y  w e l l - o f f  hous eho lds , and this has 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  income and w e a l th

d i s p a r i t i e s  in the village. C o n c o m m i t t a n t l y , the 

very w e a l t h y  p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  (ex-merchants,

m o n e y l e n d e r s  or m il ler s who hi t h e r t o  had re m a i n e d  

la rge ly  out s i de  the vil l ag e p o l i t i c a l  arena) have 

now a s s e r t e d  t he m s e l v e s  p o l i t i c a l l y  and a ss u m ed  a 

p o s i t i o n  of l ea d e r s h i p  w i th i n  the village.
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NOTE ON T R A N S L I T E R A T I O N

There is no u n i f o r m i t y  in the t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n  of 

Thai word s al t h o u g h  an of fi ci al st an da r d does exist. 

Mary Haas' (Haas, 1947) p h o n e t i c  system and its va ri en ts  

are so me t im e s  used, but for the reader who is u n f a m i l i a r  

wi th such systems, some of the vowel and c o ns o n an t  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  can be confusi ng : for i ns t a nc e  "oo" is

not p r o n o u n c e d  as the E n g l i s h  speak er wo u l d  e xp e c t  (as in 

"room") but closer to "or" (with silent "r " ) , in other 

wo rds a longer ve r s i o n  of "o" (as in "pot"). However, 

M ary  Haas' s p r a c t i c e  of d o u b l i n g  a vowel to l e ng th e n its 

sound is useful in some cases, such as "a" and "aa" w hi ch  

r e s p e c t i v e l y  are short and long ver s i on s  of "ah", and can 

be read as such c o m p a r a t i v e l y  intuitiv el y,  w h e r e a s  the 

use of "ar" wo u l d raise qu e s t i o n s  about w h e t h e r  the "r » 

is pr ono un c ed .

The t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n  used here, the re f or e ,  is an 

at te m pt  to c o m p r o m i s e  c o n s i s t e n c e y  with the abi l it y  to 

p r o n o u n c e  i n tui tiv el y,  at least from an A n g l o - S a x o n  po int 

of view. In the case of pr op e r  names, howev er,  more 

c o n v e n t i o n a l  t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n s  are u se d (e.g. the 

f i e l d w o r k  area is w r i t t e n  as "Theparaj" ins t ea d  of 

" T h e b p h a r a a t ") in order to c o r r e s p o n d  more clo s e ly  to 

t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n s  that appe ar e l se w h er e in othe r texts, in 

maps or on signpost s,  etc. As can be seen, on the whole 

the d i f f e r e n c e s  will be small.

It sh ou ld be noted  that the "th" sounds as used in 

Eng li s h do not exis t in Thai. "Th" r e p r e s e n t s  a normal 

En g l i s h  "t", w h er e as  "t" u su all y r e p r e s e n t s  a sound
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so m e t i m e s  w r i t t e n  as "dt" (midway b e t we en  "d" and " t " f 

more like a Fr e n ch  or Itali an " t " ) . Simil ar ly,  "ph" is 

not p r o n o u n c e d  like "f" but as an E ng lis h "p" w it h "p" 

u su a l l y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a "bp" sound. "K" is us u a l l y  like a 

h ard  "g" with "kh" r e p r e s e n t i n g  the E n g li s h  "k". "Ch" is 

used as in English, and not as "j" except in some prope r 

names. W it h r e ga r d  to vowels, as m e n t i o n e d  above, "a" 

and "aa" are short and long ver s i on s  of "ah". "U" and

"oo" are also short and long ve rs io n s  of the same vowel, 

and so c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  are "i " and "ee". With  most other 

vowel s it was d e c i d e d  that the d i s t i n c t i o n  w o u l d  be too 

con fusing, so for instance, "oe" is both v e r s i o n s  of "er" 

(with mute " r " ) , "ue" is both v e rs io n s of a vowel 

n o n - e x i s t e n t  in E n gl i s h but a p p r o x i m a t i n g  to "ue" in 

German, and "o" has to s uf fic e for both v e r s i o n s  of two 

d i f f e r e n t  vo wel sounds (ap pr ox i m at ei n g to the vowels of 

"hop" and " h o p e " ) . No at t em p t  has been made to re p re s e nt  

t o n e s .
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C H A P T E R  1 

I N T R O D U C T I O N

Ther e is no such thing as a typical vi l l a g e  de sp it e  

wh at some w r i t i n g s  m ig h t  suggest. The h i s t o r y  of a

v i l l a g e  is not the hi s t o r y  of a country, any more than 

indi vid ua ls ' st or ies  are those of a nation. A n d  yet the

w hol e and the pa r ts  canno t be total ly d i v o r c e d  from one

ano th e r .

The initial impetus in r e s e a r c h i n g  and w r i t i n g  this 

thesi s was to trace the pr o c e s s  of change that has taken 

pl a c e  in a v i ll a ge  in one of the most c o m m e r c i a l i z e d  and 

t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  a d v a n c e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e gi o ns  of

Tha ila nd . But in e x a m i n i n g  the chan ge s it has be com e  

ev i d e n t  that in fact there is more than one st ory to be

told, that the v i l l a g e ' s  social h i s t o r y  is

i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  un l e ss  the more g e n e r a l  n a ti o n al

d e v e l o p m e n t  p a t t e r n s  are also in cl ud e d in the account.

The h i s t o r i e s  of the vi l l a g e  and the n a ti o n are also 

in many i n s t an c es  par al le l ,  in the sense that they do not 

always meet. For, events  that are im por ta n t loc a ll y  are

not n e c e s s a r i l y  im p o r t a n t  at the w id er level and vice

versa. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  the mu t ua l in fl ue n c es  are there.

The stud ie s of both the s pec ifi c and the gen e r a l are 

e s s e n t i a l  in e n h a n c i n g  our c o m p r e h e n s i o n  of chang e and 

the one also c o m p l e m e n t s  the other. The fact that

d i f f e r e n t  co u n t r i e s  and even d i f f e re n t  reg i on s w i t h i n  the 

same cou n tr y  e x p e r i e n c e  v a r y i n g  c on cre te c o nd i ti o n s,  have 

u n d e r g o n e  and are u n d e r g o i n g  the t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  process,
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more of te n than not, in va r y i n g  ways and degrees, renders 

the study of a sp eci fi c vil l a ge  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i l l u m i n a t i n g  

for it can take ac c ou n t  of the d if f e r i n g  p r e - e x i s t i n g  

social r e l a t i o n s  be fo re c o m m od i t y r e l a t i o n s  became 

p r e v a l e n t  or be f o r e  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  was launched, of 

the v a r y i n g  re s p o n s e s  and ad a p ta t i o n s  of local social 

forces and forms of p r o d u c t i o n  to the in cr e a s i n g  

c o m m o d i t i z a t i o n  process, of the d i f f e r i n g  s t r a te g i es  

i n t r o d u c e d  by the state into the vari ous  re gions, or the 

d i f f e r i n g  e ff ect s the same s t rat egy  may have on d i f f e r e n t  

regions, etc. On the other hand, changes that have taken 

place in a v i l l ag e soc i et y wo u l d be i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  if 

they were not p l a c e d  in the wi de r context of the overall  

na ti o na l  d e v e l o p m e n t  pa tte rn s , of the i n c r e as i n g  

i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of the rural pr o d u c e r s  into the wo r ld  

c a p i t a l i s t  economy; be c a u s e  the in ternal o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 

a v i ll a ge  socie ty  is very much c o n t i n g e n t  upon its 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  with a much larger entity, upon the forces 

of c api ta l a c c u m u l a t i o n  w i t h i n  their socie ty and at the

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  level; b e ca u s e the c o n d i t i o n s  of the

vi lla ge rs ' p r o d u c t i o n  and l i v e li ho o d are s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

c i r c u m s c r i b e d  by forces o ut sid e the local co m m u n i t y  

itself, p a r t i c u l a r l y  the logic of c a p i ta l i sm ,  the 

a c t i v i t i e s  of the Thai state and the c h a n g i n g  class 

a l i g n m e n t s  in soc i et y  at a wi d er  level.

Wh ile  the em p h a s i s  on the d i f f e r i n g  co nc re t e  

c o n d i t i o n s  under w h ic h  change has taken p l a c e  makes 

g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  an a w k w a r d  if not s e e m i n g l y  a

c o n t r a d i c t o r y  task, and wh i le  the thesis c o n c e n t r a t e s  on
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b e i n g  e mp i r i c a l  in charact er,  ne ve r th el es s, a very broad

f ra m e w o r k  for o r g a n i z i n g  the r e s e a r c h  m a te r i a ls

n e c e s s a r i l y  exists.

This thesis focuses on the s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  and 

p o l i t i c a l  chan ge s that a vi ll age  society has e x p e r i e n c e d  

from a h i s t o r i c a l  st an dp oin t, p a r t i c u l a r l y  the proce ss  

w h e r e b y  c a p i t a l i s m  has p e n e t r a t e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  into an 

ec on o my  that was once p r e d o m i n a n t l y  small pea s a nt  

agr ic u lt u r e.  It co n s i d e r s  the t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  p r o c e s s  in 

r e l a t i o n  to wi d e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  issues. I have chos en to 

e m p h a s i z e  the speci fi c h i s t o r i c a l  c o n d i ti o n s and local 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  in w hi c h  T h a i l a n d ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t  has taken 

place, wh ich  di ff e r s in many i mpo rt an t as pe ct s from the 

a g r a r i a n  t r a n s i t i o n s  that have oc c u r r e d  in the West and 

w hi c h  may not n e c e s s a r i l y  take the same pa th s as those 

taken in other Th ir d  W o r l d  countries.

Wit h this po int  in mind, the ov er al l ar gu me nt  

a do p t e d  will be that the e x p a n s i o n  of c o m m o d it y

p r o d u c t i o n  in a g r i c u l t u r e  shoul d be seen as part of the 

wi de r  pr ocess, in wh i c h  p r es s u r e  exists to m o b il i z e  

r e s o u r c e s  from this sector, in order to ge n er a t e  the

ca pit al  a c c u m u l a t i o n  wh i ch  makes p o s s i b l e  in du s tr i a l

d e v e l o pm en t . In this process, the ma nn er in w h ic h  the 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  sector b e co me s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  into the wo rl d  

s y s te m  of c a p i t a l i s m  and the p r o d u c t i o n  of co mm odi t i es ,

can assume many d i f f e r e n t  forms, d e p e n d i n g  on the

p r e - e x i s t i n g  social r e l at io n s which w er e p r e v i o u s l y

p r e v a l e n t  , the role of the state, the p e r i o d  of wo rl d 

c a p i t a l i s t  de v el o p me n t , etc. D i f f e r e n t  b r a n c h e s  of
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capital, for instance, m e r c h a n t / u s u r e r  capital, finance 

capital, p r o d u c t i v e  capital, often with the he lp  of the 

state, p e n e t r a t e  a gr ar i a n  society, a t t e m p t i n g  to gain 

c on tr ol  over the c o n di t i on s  of p r o d u c t i o n  and the

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  produce, in order to ex tr act  

s urp lu s from the a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d uc e rs  t h ro ug h  a va rie ty  

of m e c h a n i s m s  , t h r ou gh  un eq ua l  exchange, rent, usury and 

the e x p l o i t a t i o n  of wage labour. Such o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to 

a c c u m u l a t e  c ap it al  are r e s t r i c t e d  among c e r ta i n  sect ion s  

of the p o p u l a t i o n  wi t h i n  the ag r ar ia n  sector itself as 

well as w i t h i n  the coun try  as a whole. It is the 

dy na m i c s  of this i n t e r a c t i o n  that impart spec if ic

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  to the natur e of the tr a n s f o r m a t i o n .

Ap a r t  from this, an ot he r ma jor  agent of st ru c t ur a l  

change  in society, is the state. P r o g r a m m e s  and po l i c i e s  

that are a d o p t e d  by those who are in con t ro l  of state 

p ow e r  can w or k in favour of the inte res ts of d i f f er e n t  

forms of ca pi ta l at v ari ous  times: they can fa c il i t at e

or q u i c k e n  the pace of t r a n s i t i o n  toward s c a p i t a l i s t  

a g r i c u l t u r e  (e.g. by g i vin g va ri o u s i n v es t m en t  i n c e nt i v e s  

to a g r o - i n d u s t r i a l  e nt er p ri s e s,  by e n c o u r a g i n g  the use of 

c a p i t a l - i n t e n s i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  inputs, etc.). O fte n its 

p o l i c i e s  act d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  on c o n s t i t u e n t  g r o u p i n g s  and 

cl ass es  in both the rural and wi d er  society, b e n e f i t t i n g  

cer ta i n forms of p r o d u c t i o n  and cert ain  gr ou ps of people,

u su a ll y  those who are al r ea dy  wel l-off, thus e x a c e r b a t i n g

the e x i s t i n g  in e qu a l i t y  still further. A d d e d  to this, 

a t t e n t i o n  m us t also be paid  to the c h a n g i n g  a l i g n m e n t s  of 

the va r io u s  social classes, the re la t i ve  st r e n g t h s  and
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w e a k n e s s e s  of d i f f e r e n t  c la sse s in s oc iet y at various 

co nj u n c t u r e s ,  wh ic h play an active part also in shaping 

the ch a r a c t e r  of the ov e ra l l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  proce ss.  The 

m a n n e r  in wh i ch  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  and power r e l a t i o n s  in a 

v il l ag e  soc i et y  have changed, under v a r y i n g  concr et e  

c o n d i t i o n s  and in the cont ex t of n a t i o n a l - l e v e l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  pa tt er ns,  c o n s t i t u t e s  the s ub j ec t  of 

em p i r i c a l  e n qu i r y in the su b se q u en t  chap ter s. (Of

p a r t i c u l a r  r e l e v a n c e  to the t he o r e t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  are the 

wo rks  of H. Be rns t e in ,  1977; H. Alavi, 1972, 1980,

1982; J. Banaji, 1976, 1977; U. Patnaik, 1971, 1979; D.

G o o d m a n  & M. Red clift, 1981.)

Theparaj

The v i l l a g e  r e s e a r c h e d  for this thesis is Theparaj 

in A m ph o e (district) Banpho, C h a c h o e n g s a o  pr ovi n c e.  The 

p r o v i n c e  lies about 70 k i l o m e t r e s  to the east of Bangkok. 

It is s o m e t im e s  i nc l ud ed  in the Ea st er n  Region, som e t im es  

in the Ce n tr a l  Re gi o n  of the Thai kingdom. For this 

p a r t i c u l a r  study, I have c h ose n to place the f ie l d wo r k  

v il l a ge  as a part of the Cen t ra l  Plain, c h i e f l y  bec a u se  

it b e l o n g s  to the part of the p ro v i nc e  wh ic h e x te nd s  from 

the ce nt r a l rice pl a i n  towar ds  the east w i t h o u t  any 

change in its c h a r a c t e r  as a r i c e - g r o w i n g  l o w la nd  with 

all uv i a l soils. Here, rice fields p r e d o m i n a t e  and the 

w e l l - i r r i g a t e d  land g en e r a l l y  secures good rice harvests,  

p r o v i d i n g  a co ns ta n t  s ur plu s of rice wh i c h  is t r a n s p o r t e d  

to B a n g k o k  and p r o v i n c e s  to the east. The p r o v i n c e ' s  

t o p o g r a p h y  c ha nge s its character, however, p a r t i c u l a r l y
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b e y o n d  A m ph o e  P h a n o m  S a r a k h a m  to the east where the 

d o m i n a t i o n  of rice c u l t i v a t i o n  d i s a p p e a r s  and more 

e l e v a t e d  areas, hi g h er  te r ra c e s are found, and the 

m a r g i n a l  soils are partly  p l a n t e d  with u p l a n d  crops and 

pa rt l y  co v er e d  wi th  forests.

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y ,  C h a c h o e n g s a o  p r o v i n c e  is di vi ded  

into 7 a mp hoe s (districts), 2 "s e m i - a m p h o e s " (king

a m p h o e ), namely  amphoe Mueang, amphoe Ban P h o , amphoe 

Bang khl a,  amphoe Bang Nam Prieo, amphoe Ba ngp ak o ng ,  

amph oe P h a n o m  Sar akham, amphoe Sa n a m  Ch aikhet, 

k i n g - ampho e P la e n g  Yao and k i n g - amphoe R a tc h a s ar n .  In 

a mph oe  Ban Pho wh e r e the fi e ld w o rk  vi ll a g e is situated, 

there are 17 ta mb on s (sub-districts) i n c l u d i n g  tamb on  

The paraj w h ic h  is fu rther d i v id e d  into 6 moo baans 

(v i l l a g e s ) .

A m p h o e  Ban Pho is in the s out her n p o r t i o n  of the 

w e s t e r n  s al ien t of the p ro vin ce , s u r r o u n d e d  to the north 

by ampho e M u e a n g  and amphoe Bang Khla, to the south by 

am pho e B a n g p a k o n g  of C h a c h o e n g s a o  p r o v i n c e  and amphoe 

P h a n t h o n g  of C ho l b u r i  provi nc e,  the we st by amphoe 

B a n g p a k o n g  (Chachoengsao) and amphoe Ba n g Bo o£ 
S a m u t p r a k a r n  pro vi n ce . It has the B a n g p a k o n g  River

f lo w in g  th r o u g h  it. Wh i l e  t w o- t h i r d s  of the t a m b o n s , 

to ge t h e r  w it h  the ampho e office, lie on the e a s t e r n  side 

of the River, Thep ar aj and a few more t amb ons  are 

s i t u a t e d  on the w e s t e r n  side. A mp hoe  Ban pho is a

lo wl a n d area p r e d o m i n a n t l y  pl a n t e d  w it h rice whil e a 

small part of the area is p l a n t e d  with orch ard s.  At
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p r e s e n t  in the t am bo ns  on the w e s t e r n  side of the River, 

t og e t h e r  w it h  the tamb ons  in the adja ce nt

a mp ho e Mueang, r i c e - f i e l d s  are i n t e r r u p t e d  by

p o u l t r y - f a r m s , p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r eq ue n tl y  alon g roads id es.

T a m b o n  Thepa ra j is l o cat ed in the west of amphoe Ban 

Pho and co n si s t s of 6 a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  v i l l a g e s  kn o w n as 

V i l l a g e s  Nos. 1 - 6  (moo 1 - moo 6). V i l l a g e  s e t t l e m e n t s  

are of the ri bb on type wi th ho use s built along bo th  banks 

of the P r a w e t b u r i r o m  Canal and paddy fields s t r e t c h i n g  

b ack  from the houses. The ta mb on  is a c c e s s i b l e  via both 

road and canal. From B a n g k o k  one can get a boat, (with 

an h ou r l y  service) from the end of the Phra K h a n o n g  Canal 

and trave l e a s t w a r d  along the P r a w e t b u r i r o m  Canal wh ic h 

flows past ta m bo n  Th eparaj and goes on to meet the

B a n g p a k o n g  River. But the most convenie nt , co mm on l y used 

and fa st est  form of t r a n s po r t  is by road. The two main 

r out es  from B a n g k o k  are from Ba n g k h e n  via Mi n b u r i  on 

H ig h w a y  304 and then on to the C h a c h o e n g s a o - B a n g p a k o n g  

R oad  ( ap p r ox i m at e l y 75 km.), or a l t e r n a t i v e l y  from Ba ng n a  

on H i g h w a y  34 : and also along the C h a c h o e n g s a o - B a n g p a k o n g  

Road ( a p p r ox im a te l y  80 k m . ) . Then one needs to turn into 

a dirt road for 4 - 5  km. to get to the f ie l d w o r k  

village. There are re g u l a r  bus se rvices (every hour and 

half hour) o p e r a t i n g  from Ba n g k o k  (Ekamai R oa d and Talad  

M o h c h i t  bus stations) to C h a c h o e n g s a o  town and from there 

one can get a b a h t - b u s  with an ho u rl y  se rv i c e into

T h e p a r a j . Apart from the road and canal one can also

trave l from Ba n g k o k  to C h a c h o e n g s a o  by rail on the



19

B a n g k o k - A r a n y a p r a t h e t  line, de s c e n d  at P a e d r i w  station

and then get a b a h t - b u s  into T h e p a r a j .

The area chos en  for fi e l dw o r k is of p a r t i c u l a r  

in te r e st  b e c a us e of the rapid and s p e c t a c u l a r  chang es

that it has u n d e r g o n e  over a re l a t i v e l y  short span of

time. It is an area w he re te c hn o l o g y  in r i c e - f a r m i n g  is 

among the most advanced, while at the same time a new 

form of a g r i c u l t u r a l  pr o d uc t i on ,  i.e. c a p i t a l - i n t e n s i v e  

p o u 1 t r y - f a r m i n g  ag r i -b u s i n e s s ,  has been m a k i n g  its impact 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  felt, r e n d e r i n g  ag r a r i a n  r el a t i o n s

i n c r e a s i n g l y  c a p i t a l i s t i c  in nature. And a l t h o u g h  a 

v i 11 a g e - b a s e d  study n e c e s s a r i l y  has to bear in mi n d the 

s pe c if i c  co n d i t i o n s  and c h a r a ct e ri s t ic s ,  the general

t ren d to w ar d s  i n c r e a s i n g  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  and more 

c a p i t a l i s t i c  r e l a ti o ns  of pr od uct ion , t o g e t h e r  with the 

i n c r e a s i n g  role the state has been  p l a y i n g  in the lives 

of the rural p o p u l a t io n ,  w hic h can be g au g e d  in Theparaj 

society, is a t ren d that ot her rural areas of the coun tr y 

are also ex p e r i e n c i n g ,  t ho ugh  not n e c e s s a r i l y  in the same 

m a n ne r  or degree.

The p a r t i c u l a r  v i l la g e  in whic h the f i e l d w o r k  was 

c ar r i e d  out is k no wn as V il l ag e no. 2 (moo 2). My choice 

of this v il l a ge  may have been ar bi tr a r y and no cl ai m will 

be made that the v i ll a g e is more "typical" than any other 

v i l la g e  in the area. To my mind, V il l ag e  no. 2 is of 

p a r t i c u l a r  int er e st  b e c a u s e  d i f f er e nt  fe a t u r e s  are 

c o m b i n e d  w i t h i n  it. S i g ni fi c an t l y,  it co nt ai ns

p o u l t r y - f a r m s  of all sizes (whereas vi ll a g e no. 1 has a 

p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  larger n um ber  of big farms). Fu rt he r m or e ,
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among the r i c e - f a r m i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  of this v i l l a g e  there 

exist bot h c a t e g o r i e s  - o w n e r - o c c u p i e r s  and tenants 

wh ile  its w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  are found wo r k i n g  in a vari et y  

of jobs, for instance, in p o u l t r y - f a r m s , in r i c e - f i e l d s  

and in rice mills; and m e m be r s  of their fa mi li e s are 

w o r k i n g  in factories, ho sp ita ls,  re st au r an t s , etc., in 

Bang kok . Some h o u s e h o l d s  derive their income from

s e l f - e m p l o y m e n t .  The fact that my int e n ti on  was to learn 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  about the p r o ce ss  of social ch an ge  that a 

v i l l a g e  has u n d e r g o n e  over several years, and the fact 

that the a d o p t i o n  of m o d e rn  p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g ,  in my view, 

c o n s t i t u t e s  a h i g hl y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  in ce rt a i n  

parts of T h a i l a n d ' s  rural areas and its trend need to be 

a c c o u n t e d  for, makes V i l l ag e no. 2 an apt choice. 

C e r t a i n  h o u s e h o l d s  in V i l l ag e  no. 2 have taken part in 

the d e v e l o p m e n t  of p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  from the very

b e g i nn i n g,  and this e na ble s me to trace b ac k the change 

in a more c o m p r e h e n s i v e  manner. In this r e s p e c t  this 

v i l l ag e  is be tt er than Vi l l a g e s  nos. 3, 4, 5 and 6 where

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  is not yet a si g n i f i c a n t  fe a tu r e  . At 

the same time part of the p o p u l a t i o n  of V i l l a g e  no. 2 are 

still e n g a g e d  in r i c e - f a r m i n g  w h i c h  has also u n d e r g o n e  

radi cal  c ha ng es in r ec ent  decades. This vi l l a g e  thus 

r en de rs  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to study d e v e l o p m e n t s  in

r i c e - f a r m i n g  and how this has a ff e ct e d  the villagers'  

lives and r e l a t i o n s  with one another. Fr o m  this aspect

Vi l l a g e  no. 2 com pa r es  more fa v o ur ab l y than V i l l a g e  no. 1

wh er e  r i c e - f a r m i n g  is q u ic k ly  r ec e d in g and is very much
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o v e r w h e l m e d  by the i n c r e a s i n g  pr e se n c e  of the new

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  ag r i- b u s i n e s s .

Hence, if the vis i to r  tu rns off the 

C h a c h o e n g s a o - B a n g p a k o n g  Road into the dirt road that 

leads into Thepa raj  and on into S a m u t p r a k a r n  pro vince,  

in i t i a l l y  he or she sees rice fields f r eq u e n t l y  

i n t e r r u p t e d  by p o u l t r y - f a r m s  as the road p a s s e s  tambon 

P ra w e t  and Vi l l a g e  no. 1 of tamb on Theparaj. In Vi ll a g e  

no. 1 large and m e d i u m - s c a l e  p o u l t r y - f a r m s  are

p r e d o m i n a n t  and out of 80 h ou s e h o l d s  or so, 18 own

p o u l t r y - f a r m s , 15 are en g a g e d  in r i c e - f a r m i n g , 6 are

i n v o l v e d  in trade in one farm or an ot he r and the rest 

de riv e their income from wage labour by w o r k i n g  eithe r in 

p o u l t r y - f a r m s  or in r i c e- f i el ds .  Then the road pass es

vi ll a g e s  nos. 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 co n se c u ti v e ly . And the

fa rt h e r the v i s i to r  p r oc e e d s  along the dirt road, the 

fewer the numb er of p o u l t r y - f a r m s  to be seen. V i l l a g e s  

Nos. 3, 4 and 5 are p r e d o m i n a t e d  by ric e- fi el d s , wh ile in

V i l l a g e  no. 6, w her e the big Klon g Suan m a r k et  is 

situated, the m a j o r i t y  of h o u se h o ld s  are e n g a g e d  in 

s t o r e - k e e p i n g .  This v il l ag e  also has a few re pa ir  shops 

for farm ma ch in e s , one small f a c t or y  p r o d u c i n g  

t w o - w h e e l e d  tr a c t o r s  of the type used in the area, 4 rice 

mills. R i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  a cc oun t for less than 20% 

of the h o u s e h o l d s  and there is no p o u l t r y - f a r m  in this 

"vill age  of s ho p - ke e p er s " .

W ith  re ga rd  to V i l l a g e  no. 2, as with n e i g h b o u r i n g  

vil lag es , mo st  hous es are bu ilt along bo th  ba n ks  of the 

P r a w e t b u r i r o m  Cana l and a small er canal ca l l e d  K lon g
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Ba ng Gahai, wi th  r i c e - f i e l d s  s tr e t c h i n g  ba ck  b e h i n d  the 

houses. On the s o u t h - w e s t  side of the Prawetburiroiti 

Canal wh e re  the dirt road runs pa r a l l e l  to the canal, 

there are a small numbe r of houses and p o u l t r y - f a r m s  

al ong the ro a d s i d e s  wh i c h  only grew up d u r i n g  the past 

few decades, w he r e a s  the old type of s e t t l e m e n t  is only 

c o n f i n e d  to the canals' banks. People who live on this 

side of the P r a w e t b u r i r o m  Canal thus find it more

c o n v e n i e n t  to trave l into town as there is an ho ur l y  bus 

serv ice  d u rin g the day. Those who reside on the other

side of the P r a w e t b u r i r o m  Canal and on Bang Gahai Canal

need their boats for mo bi li ty.  If they w an t  to travel

into C h a c h o e n g s a o  town, they nor m a ll y  have to tie up 

their boats  on the o p po s i t e  side, at thei r friends' or 

kinsmens' houses, and wa lk  to the dirt ro ad  to get the 

bus. However, those who live near Theparaj Tem p le  (Wat 

Theparaj) can use a fo o tb r i d g e  to cross to the

" r o a d - s i d e " .

W it h  r e gar d to the numbe r of peopl e and h o u s e h o l d s  

in the village, a c c o r d i n g  to the o f f ic i a l h o u s e h o l d  

r e g i s t e r  there were a l t o g e t h e r  160 h o u s e h o l d s  in 1981 

82 wi t h a total p o p u l a t i o n  of 1,108. The re c o r d s  are not 

very acc urate, and some h o u s e h o l d s  are foun d to have long 

m ov e d  e l s e w h e r e  a l t h o u g h  their names are still kept on 

the reg ister. Or ce r ta i n  ho u se h o l d s  are found to have 

mo v e d  into the v i ll a g e but have not taken the tr ou b l e to 

repo rt o f f i c i a l l y  their moves, their names  r em a i n i n g  

still in the r e g i s t e r s  of their former vil l ag es .  In some 

cases the c h i l d r e n  have m a r r i e d  and have set up their own
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ho us e s but they are still r e g i s t e r e d  under th ei r parents' 

h o u s eh o l ds .  A further c o m p l i c a t i o n  w hi ch  p r o v es  to be 

quite s i g n i f i c a n t  inv o l ve s  the fact that the h o u s e h o l d s  

of these w o r k e r s  who ac tu al l y  reside inside  the big 

p o u l t r y - f a r m s  are s e ld o m c o n t a i n e d  in the o f f i ci a l  

regi ste r.  In this study I shall employ the offi ci al  

s t a t i s t i c s  as a ro ugh gu i d e l i n e  only and shall adher e to 

the st a ti s t i c s  that I my se lf  have c o l l e c t e d  d u r in g  the 

co urs e of my fi eldwork.

If one leaves out r e s i d e n t - w o r k e r s  e m p l o y e d  by the 

b ig p o u l t r y - f a r m s , the number  of h o u s e h o l d s  in V i l la g e  

no. 2 w ou l d  total 173 ( c o m p a r e d  with the o f f i c i a l  figure 

of 160). However, as la bou r e rs  in p o u l t r y - f a r m s  tend to 

w o r k  there on a l o n g - t e r m  basis and a n umb er of them are

living  inside the farms to ge t h e r  with their families, the

i n c l u s i o n  of th em  in the over al l p o p u l a t i o n  of the

v il l ag e  mi gh t p r e s e n t  a more a c cur ate  picture, e s p e c i a l l y

wh en d e a l i n g  wi th  the q u e s t i o n  of wage l a b o ur e r s in the 

village. Howe ve r, to in cl ud e them also p r e s e n t s  a 

fu rth er  a c c o u n t i n g  problem. If all the lab o ur er s

e m p l o y e d  on the farm were e nt e r e d  under that farm's own 

h ou s e ho l d , the d e f i n i t i o n  of a "ho us eho ld"  w o u l d  be very 

m uch  dist or te d. In rea l i ty  a big p o u l t r y - f a r m  is more 

like a small fac t or y  than a ho usehold. F u rt h e rm o r e,

l a b o ur e rs  in these farms are div i d ed  into d i f f e r e n t  

ca te g or i e s . Some are local pe o p le  who tr av el  from their 

own h o us e s  to work dail y and who, in this case, w o u l d  

al re a d y have be en  a c c o u n t e d  for as m e m b e r s  of their 

r e s p e c t i v e  hou seh o ld s .  To include them as m e m b e r s  of a
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p o u 1t r y - farm as well w o u l d  amoun t to d o u b l e - c o u n t i n g .  On 

the other hand, a nu mbe r of la bou re rs are l ivi ng inside 

the farm itself. A mo n g  the latter category, some cook 

their own food wh il e living in the a c c o m m o d a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  

by the fa rm- ow n er ,  others are living inside the farm with

f u l l - b o a r d  a r r a n ge m e nt s ,  i.e. they are p r o v i d e d  with the

a c c o m m o d a t i o n  as well as the meals. A l t h o u g h  the latter 

are li v in g  under the same "roof" and are e a t i n g  from the 

same h e ar t h as their bosses, they could h a rd l y be said to 

b e l o n g  to the same h o u s e h o l d s  and to lump them to ge th er  

seems to be an u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  way of r e s o l v i n g  the 

pro blem. A more a c ce p t a b l e  sol u t io n  may be to treat the 

wo r k e r s  as b e l o n g i n g  to sep a r at e hous eh ol ds.  Some of the 

p o u l t r y - f a r m  l a b o u re r s  are living inside the farms as 

f am i l i e s  in any case and problems w ou l d  not arise there. 

However, there are wo r k e r s  who have come from the 

n o r t h e a s t  to seek w or k  as in di v i du al s  and not as

families. In order to include them in the a n al y s is  the

m ost  vi ab l e  way out may be to treat them as b e l o n g i n g  to 

s i n g l e - m e m b e r  hou s e ho l d s.  A c c o u n t e d  for in this way the 

nu mb e r  of la b o u r i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  r e s i d i n g  inside the 

p o u 1t r y - farms amoun ts  to 26 in all. Mo re ov er,  apart from 

w or k e r s  in p o u l t r y - f a r m s , there are 2 ot her h o u s e h o l d s  of 

r e s i d e n t  la bo ur e r s who are e m p l o y e d  by a t im ber  m e r c h a n t  

and a small r i c e - m i l l e r  ba se d  in the village. 

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  w hen  these 28 h o u s e h o l d s  are ad de d on, 

Vi l l a g e  no. 2's p o p u l a t i o n  amoun ts to 201 h o u s e h o l d s  in
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all, wh il e land in the vi ll age  totals a r o u nd  3,300 r a i .^ 

Me t h o d o 1ogy

The bulk of e m p i r i c a l  data for this st udy has been 

c o l l e c t e d  in a s o c i a l - a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  fashion. I n te n s iv e  

field study was car r ie d  out at one villag e in p a rt i c u l a r ,  

and the main i n t e n t i o n  was to look at the pr o c e s s  of 

change that has s i g n i f i c a n t l y  af f e c t e d  the s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  

and po w e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h i n  the v i l l a g e  as a 

c o n s e q u e n c e  of i n c r e a s i n g  c ap it a l i s t  p e n e t r a t i o n  into the 

rural s o c i e t y .

I spent a p p r o x i m a t e l y  15 months in V i l l a g e  no. 2, 

from Ma r c h  1981 to June 1982, living with the family of a 

small tenan t r i c e - f a r m i n g - c u m - w a g e - l a b o u r i n g  h o u s e h o l d  

wh o wo r k s  on 11 rai of r e nt e d  land. I n f o r m a t i o n  was 

g a t h e r e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  t h r o u g h  pe rs on a l i n t e r v i e w s  with one 

or more m e m b e r s  of all the h o u s e h o l d s  in the village, 

wh ile  at the same time a t t e m p t i n g  to c r o s s - c h e c k  one set 

of i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h ano t he r  for accuracy.

However, my a t t e n t i o n  is not focus ed  e x c l u s i v e l y  on 

the int e r na l  social o r g a n i z a t i o n  of the village, but

r a i : unit of land m e a s u r e m e n t
1 rai = 1,600 square metre s or about 0.4 acres
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ra the r to link the chan ge s that the v i l l a g e r s  have 

e x p e r i e n c e d  with m ajo r changes that have often  been 

i n i t i a t e d  at levels much w id er than the v i ll ag e  society, 

to focus on the e n c a p s u l a t i o n  of the v i ll a g e socie ty  by 

the out s i d e world. As such, I also spent pa rt  of my time 

out si d e the village, in the town, at the amph oe and 

p r o v i n c i a l  o ff ice s of C h a c h o e n g s a o , in the N at i on a l  

A r c h i v e s  and other u n i v e r s i t y  lib raries in B a n g k o k  in 

order to gather  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o rm a t io n that is rel e v an t  

to the c on c r et e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  u n de r g on e by the fi e l d w o r k  

v i l l a g e .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  the i n f o r m a t i o n  g a th e r ed  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  

has l i m i t a t i o n s  for pe o p l e ' s  m e m o r i e s  tend to be 

s e l e ct i ve  and tend to pass thr o ug h c er tai n stages of 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and r e - i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  W h e r e v e r  poss ibl e,  

I tr ied to c r o s s - c h e c k  their ac co un ts by a s ki n g  as many 

p e o p le  as p o s s i b l e  the same qu es tions, or by going 

t hr o ug h  w r i t t e n  records. For instance, many of the

a cc o u nt s  given by e l d e rl y  pe o p l e  about event s in the past 

co uld  be c r o s s - c h e c k e d  w it h recor ds  kept in the N a t io n a l  

A rc hi ve s, and i n f o r m a t i o n  on a per so n 's  l a n d o w n e r  or the 

am ou n t  of land a p e r s on  has, can be c r o s s - c h e c k e d  with  

the actual rec o r ds  c o n t a i n e d  in the land title deeds.

On the whole, I was able to s e cur e the full 

c o - o p e r a t i o n  of the m a j o r i t y  of the vi l l a g e r s  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  after 5 - 6 mo nt h s of my stay w he n  pe op l e

felt mu ch  more r el a xe d  w it h me and were  t a l k i n g  quite 

freely. However, some p r o b l e m s  were also enc ou nt er e d,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  with the b i g  p o u l t r y - f a r m  owners, some of
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w h o m  were r e l u c t a n t  to reveal the true sizes of their 

farms p o s s i b l y  b e ca u se  of their fear that I mi g h t  be 

c o n n e c t e d  in some way wi th  the tax office! In such cases 

I had to check the a c cu r a c y  of the in f o r m a t i o n  they gave 

by as k in g  for the same i n f o r m a t i o n  from their own wor k e rs  

or from ot her p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s . In contrast, the poore r  

p e o p l e  in the village, the w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  in p a rt i c ul a r ,  

were very re ce pt ive , open, and eager to talk. In this 

r e s p ec t  the si t u a t i o n  is w e l l - s u m m a r i z e d  by the phrase  

o fte n h e a r d  u t t e r e d  by the latter group, "Plea se  don't 

m ind  our shabby homes. We may not have mu ch  to offer you 

(in m a t e r i a l  terms) but at least we do not lie. We have 

no t h i n g  to hide."

O r g a n i z a t i o n  of Co nt e n t s

The ch ap te r s  in this thesis are largely o r g a n i z e d  in 

c h r o n o l o g i c a l  order. Howev er,  the ma nn e r  in wh i c h  the 

c ha p t e r s  are d i v i d e d  up is not st ri ct ly a c c o r d i n g  to

c l e a r - c u t  dates but is ra th er  ba sed on the d if f e r e n t
\

na tur e of the d e v e l o p m e n t  trends or h i s t o r i c a l  w a t e r s h e d s  

wh ic h  r o u gh l y  m ark  one p e ri o d  off from another. 

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  the actual times may ov e r l a p  w h e n  one 

cha pt e r ends and ano t h er  cha p te r  starts.

In the c h ap t e rs  that follow, Cha p te r  2 sets out a 

b r o a d  ou tl i n e  of the h i s t o r i c a l  context of C h a c h o e n g s a o  

so cie ty  b ef ore  Thep ar aj was es ta bl ish ed.  Im p o rt a n t

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the early Ban gk o k social o r g a n i z a t i o n  

are di sc uss ed.  The ar g um e n t  put fo rw ar d is that co nt rar y  

to the w i d e l y - h e l d  view that Thai so c ie t y  b e fo r e  the
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si gn i ng  of the u ne q u al  tr ea ti e s with the W e s t was largely 

static, fo u n d e d  on s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  v ill age  c o m m u n i t i e s  and 

e ng a g e d  ma in l y  in s u b s i s t e n c e  p r o d u ct i on ,  ce r ta i n  

i mp o r t a n t  cha n g es  were alr e a dy  ta ki ng  pl a c e in the early 

B an g k o k  p e r i o d  w h i c h  are in d i ca t i o n s  of d e v e l o p m e n t  and 

change  in a socie ty  that was still p r e - c a p i t a l i s t .  A 

sec ti o n of the C h a c h o e n g s a o  p o p u l a t i o n  we re thus not 

to t a l l y  u m f a m i l i a r  wi th  p r o d u c t i o n  for the m a r k e t  and its 

i n t e r m e d i a r i e s  wh il e c e rt a i n ind us tr i e s wer e d e v e l o p i n g  

al ong w it h the g ro wth  of towns.

C ha p t e r  3 deals wi th the impact of T h a i l a n d ' s  

i n c o r p o r a t i o n  into the w or l d  c a p i t a l i s t  e c o n o m y  under the 

We st ' s  int er v en t i on .  As a re s u lt  of these ch a n ge s  rice 

c u l t i v a t i o n  was gre a t ly  e x te nsi fi ed,  w i t h  the state 

f a c i l i t a t i n g  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of c o m m od i t y p r o d u c t i o n  by 

v ar i ou s  m e a s u r e s  w hi ch re l e a s e d  the p e a s a n t r y  from the 

old feudal bo n d s in order  that they could  p a r t i c i p a t e  

fully in the m a r k e t  economy. This chapt er  d e s c r i b e s  the 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Thep ara j, who the first s e t t l e r s  were, 

the ex t e n t  of their i n v o l v e m e n t  in the market, the 

e l i t e - m a s s  r e l a t i o n s  that p r e v a i l e d  in these early  days 

when the impact that the out s i de  wo r l d  had on the vi ll ag e  

was still r e l a t i v e l y  limited.

C h a p t e r  4 de s c r i b e s  the further i n v o l v e m e n t  of the 

v i l l ag e  so ci et y in the ma r k e t  economy. The fuller

eff ec t s of Rama V's a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  wh ic h  

la rge ly  e l i m i n a t e d  the local po ck e t s of power, the 

c h a n g i n g  r e a l i g n m e n t s  of those who c o n t r o l l e d  state po wer 

in the 1930s and s u b s e q u e n t  a g r i c ul t u ra l pol ic ie s ,  the
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c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of the merchant s'  and m o n ey le n de r s '  

e co n o mi c  p o s i t i o n s  at b ot h n at i on a l  and local levels, the 

i n c r e a s i n g  a l i e n a t i o n  of land from the ha n d s of many 

local vill ag ers .

C h a p t e r  5 e xa m i n e s  the c ha n g in g tr end of T h a il a n d' s  

d e v e l o p m e n t  with an em ph as i s being p l a c e d  on rapid 

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and on the i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r od u c t i o n ,  the state's cr uc ia l role in 

p r o m o t i n g  such a trend, the e x p a n s i o n  of the 

a g r o - i n d u s t r y  and the i n t r o d u c i t o n  of m o d e rn

c a p i t a l - i n t e n s i v e  p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  into Th ep ara j,  along 

wi th the v a r i o u s  i n g r e d i e n t s  of the "green re v o l u t i o n "  

that have b o o s t e d  the p r o d u c t i v i t y  of r i c e - f a r m i n g , wh i c h  

group s of local p e op l e have been able to take a d va n t ag e  

of the new o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  and other eff e c ts  of these 

r e c e nt  d ev e l o p m e n t s .

In C ha p t e r  6, the p r e s e n t - d a y  s i t u a ti o n  is set out 

and the p r o c es s  of g r o w i n g  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  among the 

vi l l a g e  h o u s e h o l d s  to g e t h e r  w it h the ch a n g i n g  nature  of 

po wer  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  elite s and m a ss e s under the 

c h a n g i n g  co nt e x t and the i n c r e a s i n g  i n c u r s i o n  of state 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  into the rural so ci ety  are as se ssed.

The f o l l o w i n g  a cc o u nt  thus opens with the s i t u at i on  

b ef o r e  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Theparaj in 1880 wit h a look 

at Thai so c ie t y  and at C h a c h o e n g s a o  in the ea rly B a ng k o k  

p e r i o d .
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CHAPTER 2

THE S A K D I N A A  S OC I ET Y  OF THE EA RLY B AN G K O K  P E R I O D , AND 

C H A C H O E N G S A O  BE FO R E THE BIRTH OF T H E P A R A J

This cha p te r  a t te mp t s to e s ta bl i sh  e l e m e n t s  of the 

h i s t o r i c a l  co nt e x t of C h a c h o e n g s a o  society pr i or  to the 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the f i e l d wo r k  villag e of Th eparaj in 

1880. The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Theparaj v i ll a g e  and the 

s u b s e q u e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  wh ich the vi l la g e  so c ie t y  has 

u n d e r g o n e  can best be c o m p r e h e n d e d  by a h i s t o r i c a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e  wh i c h  takes into account the p r e - e x i s t i n g  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the s a k d i n a a -̂ form of social 

o r g a ni z at i o n,  the p e a s a n t r y ' s  r e lat ion s with the state 

and the sp ec if i c ma nn e r  in wh i ch  Thai soc i et y as a whole 

was de ve l o pi ng .

s a k d i n a a : l i t e ra l l y "power of fields" {Wales,
1934: 49). Its ori g in al  usage refers to the legal
s ys t e m  of h i e r a r c h i c a l  a l l o c a t i o n  of social rank to the 
wh ole  p o p u l a t i o n  in the A y u t h a y a  up to the earl y Ba n g k o k  
p e r i o d  (1350 to the late n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ) . La te r the 
term has come to be used to refer to Thai "fe udalism".  
The on g o i n g  deba te  on the "feudal mode of p r o d u c t i o n "  and 
the "A siatic mode of p r o d u c t i o n "  still needs more 
em p i r i c a l  f in din gs  to en ab le  any s a t i s f a c t o r y  co n c l u s i o n s  
to be reached. For det a i ls  of the debate see, e.g. works 
of Chit, 1974; Elliot, 1978; Siriluk, 1981; Somsak, 1982; 
Son gchai, 1981; Suvit, 1981; Turton, 1980 and 1984.
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It will be a r gu e d that c e r ta i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  changes, 

a l t h o u g h  lim i te d in extent, were already t aki ng pl ace  in 

the early B a n g k o k  p e r i o d  (from 1782) b e f or e  the si gn ing  

of the B o w r i n g  T re aty  in 1855, and that c e r t a i n  sections 

of the p o p u l a t i o n  were b e g i n n i n g  to be co m e i n v o l v e d  in 

p r o d u c t i o n  for the market. Nithi E o w s r i w o n g ' s  c e l e b r a t e d  

thesis wh i c h  c o n v i n c i n g l y  de sc r ib e s  this p e r i o d  as one 

w hi c h  was w i t n e s s i n g  a m a r k e d  increase in the vo lu me  of 

trade with fo re i g n states, a r e c o g n i z a b l e  ch an ge in the 

nature of the p r o d u c t s  be i n g  exported, a m a r k e d  incre as e  

in the C h in es e  p o p u l a t i o n  wh i ch  pa rt l y r e s u l t e d  in an 

e x p a n s i o n  of towns, and the eme rg e nc e  of a small number 

of t o w n - b a s e d  industri es . Such d e v e l o p m e n t s  in turn 

n e c e s s i t a t e d  p r o d u c t i o n  of staples, p a r t i c u l a r l y  rice, 

for the c o n s u m p t i o n  of the non r i c e - p r o d u c i n g  se ct ion  of 

the po pu l at i o n.

Ni t h i ' s  thesis acco rds  well with the rec o r d ed  

d e v e l o p m e n t  of C h a c h o e n g s a o  wh i c h  was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

a f f e c t e d  by the sugar b oo m du ri ng  certa in stage s of the 

earl y B a n g k o k  era, and e x p e r i e n c e d  a big i nc r e a s e  in its 

C h i ne s e  p o p u l a t i o n  as a result. The Thais, still very 

m uch  b o u n d  by the s ak d i na a  ob li ga tio ns,  se e m e d  to have 

been i n vo l v e d  in p r o d u c t i o n  for the m a r k e t  to a much  

lesser exten t a l t h o u g h  a nu mb e r  of them, too, were found 

p r o d u c i n g  pa ddy  and sugar for sale on a s m a l l - s c a l e  

b a s i s .
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The S a k d i n a a  Se t t i n g

In the late 1850s a t r a v el l er  r e c o r d e d  his trip

al ong the B a n g p a k o n g  River as follows, " . . . c u l t i v a t i o n  is

r e s t r i c t e d  to a strip  of land on either bank at first and

then occu rs  only at intervals, the i n h a b i t a n t s  are few

and poor and no t h i n g  that can be called a v i l l a g e  is met
2wi th until you ar ri ve  at Pachin. Here i mme ns e tracts of 

land are lying idle for the want of a la b o u r i n g  

p o p u l a t i o n . . . "  (King, 1860: 178). T h a i l a n d  was then

very s p a r s e l y  po pu l a te d .  A large part of the cou n t ry  was 

a mere w i l d e r n e s s  and not m ore  than o n e - f i f t h  of the 

wh ole t e r r i t o r y  was c u l t i v a t e d  (Parkes, 1855: 14).

S e t t l e m e n t  was h e a v i e s t  in the heart of the Central 

Plain, a r ou n d  A y u t h a y a  and its n e i g h b o u r i n g  p r o v in c e s  

(Johnston, 1976: 5-6), wh i c h  c o n s t i t u t e d  the flood plain

of the old delta. The area to the east of B a n g k o k  wh ic h
3was part of the y ou ng de lta was p e ri p h er al .  Un li k e  the 

Up per Chao P h r a ya  De l t a area wh ich r e c e i v e d  regu la r 

f l o o d i n g  from the rivers, in the young delta

Now k no w n  as P r a c h i n b u r i .
3 The old and yo un g deltas  are c a t e g o r i e s  a d op t e d by 

T a k a y a  (1971, 1978) to d e s c r i b e  the p h y s i o g r a p h y  of the
Chao P h r a y a River flood plain. The old d el ta be i n g the
ol der par t of the flood p l a i n  extends from C h a i n a t  down 
to A y u t h a y a  and S u p h a n b u r i  p r o v i n c e s  and is one of the 
e a r l i e s t  i n h a b i t e d  areas in the C e nt r al  Pl ai n of
Thai lan d.  The yo un g  delta  refers to the area from 
A y u t h a y a  down to the Gulf of T h a i l a n d  and was not den s el y  
se t t l e d  until the latter half of the n i n e t e e n t h  century. 
For de ta ils  of the areas' g e o g r a p h y  and t o p o g r a p h y  see
Takaya, 1971: 375-397; 1978: 171-191; Tanabe, 1975-76:
70-94.
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e l e v a t i o n  is g e n e r a l l y  less than two meter s,  and in 
the rainy season the land is c o m p l e t e l y  submerged.  
Co nv e r se l y , in the dry season most of the young 
d elt a dries up c o mpl ete ly , b e c o m i n g  a vast de se rt of 
clay. The se v e r i t y  of this e n v i r o n m e n t a l  cycle 
w o u l d  r en der  the yo ung  delta u t ter ly u nfi t for human 
i n h a b i t a t i o n  were there not ce rt ai n  f ea t u re s  that 
a l l e v i a t e  the rigors of life under such c o n d i t i o n s  
and m o d e r a t e  to some degree the dr as t i c changes,

like the ex i s t e n c e  of large rivers and the s ca t t e r e d

is lan ds  of h i gh e r land (Ishii 1978: 33-34). Hence,

a l t h o u g h  the t o w n s h i p  of Ch ac ho e n gs a o , lying in this

area, m ig ht have been c re a te d  in the early A y u t h a y a

p e r i o d  (Uthaiwan and Phon gp han , 1968: 42-43), its

im po r t a n c e  was s t ra t e gi c  more than a n y th i n g else. The

st ate's p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w ith  c o nst ant  w a r f a r e  w it h its

n e i g h b o u r s  was r e f l e c t e d  in Rama Ill's order to ex ca va t e

Saen Saeb Canal jo i ni n g  the Chao Ph ray a and B a n g p a k o n g

ri ve r s  in order to f a c i l i t a t e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  be t w e e n

B a n g k o k  and its troops f i g h t i n g  in C a m b o d i a  in the 1830s.

The canal cut th r o u g h  a great p la in fille d wit h tall

gr as s e s and scr u bb y  bushes, " u nc l ai m e d ex c e pt  by wi ld

ani mals". The s e c o n d a r y  ef fe ct of the canal e x c a v a t i o n

was to open up land along the canal to c u l t i v a t i o n  for

the first time (Johnston, 1976: 42-43; Hanks, 1967:

251). However, a c c o r d i n g  to Hanks, the Thais t h e m s el v e s

p r e f e r r e d  to live a lon g the Chao P h r a y a  and its

t r i b u t a ri e s ; and land al ong the Saen Saeb Canal w hi c h  was

g ive n to d i s t i n g u i s h e d  pu bl i c of f ic i a ls  was cl e a r e d  and

s et t l ed  by M o s l e m  p r i s o n e r s  of war (Hanks, 1967: 251).

The e ss e n ce  of the s a kd i n a a  system, w h i c h  was in 

force d u ri n g the A y u t h a y a  and early B a n g k o k  period, lay 

in the ca p a c i t y  to de p l oy  po w er  wh ic h e xi s t e d  in the form

\
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of righ ts over persons. In a state wh er e  land was

p l e n t i f u l  and wh o se  main p r e o c c u p a t i o n  was co n st a n t

w a r f a r e  with its n e i g h b o u r s  (itself a me ans of c o m p e ti ng  

for an in cr e a se  in p o p u l at i o n) , the cont rol  of m a n p o w e r

was c ru cia l and the w h ol e  s ak d i na a  society was o r g a n i z e d

largely ar o un d  this need. So, a lt h o ug h  righ ts were

e x p r e s s e d  in terms of land (K o tm a ay  Traa S a a m d u a n g  or Law

of the Th ree Seals Vol. 1, 1962: 277; Wales, 1934: 50;

Akin 1969; 22-23), in actual fact the rights ex i s t e d  not

in land per se. A p er so n ' s  sak di n aa  e x p r e s s e d  in terms 

of land units s i g n i f i e d  the social status he had in

society. And in a so ci e t y wh er e there was no sca r ci ty  of

land, the p e r s o n ' s  status was si g ni f i ed  by the amou nt  of

labour he had at his dis p o sa l wh ic h was in c o r r e l a t i o n  

w ith  the amou nt  of w e al t h and p r es t i g e  that he could 

ac qu i re  (Akin, 1969: 22-23, 98; To mo sug i, 1980:

110- 111 ) .

The ru li ng  class of the sa k di n a a  soc i e ty  co n s i s t e d  

of the king h im s e lf  to g e th er  wit h pr in c e s and no bl es  who 

were d u t y - b o u n d  to m a i n t a i n  m i l i t a r y  c o n t i n g e n t s  

av ai l ab l e  at the s er vic e of the king. The ru l ed  classes, 

on the other  hand, were made up of the ph rai  (freemen) 

and thaat (slaves) who c o n s t i t u t e d  p r o p e r t y  of the king
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or of the i n d i vi d u al  naay (masters) and who could be
4t r a n s f e r r e d  or inherited.

Un der  this system, each a b l e - b o d i e d  adult male who 

was not an ari st ocr at , an offic ia l or a monk, was 

r e q u i r e d  to re g i s t e r  w it h a n a a y , and his labo ur  serv ic e  

was r e q u i s i t i o n e d  by a naay for 6 mo n th s  a year for

p e r s o n a l  se rvi ce  in the case of phrai som or public 

se rv i c e in the case of phra i l u a n g . His du t ie s were 

d e t e r m i n e d  by the p o s i t i o n  of the official to w h o m  he was 

assigned; for instance, s u p e r v i s i n g  e le p h a n t  herds, 

fa rm i n g-  royal land, e n g a g i n g  in various forms of pu b l ic  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  works, etc. (Akin, 1969; K h a c h o r n  1971:

111-162; John st on,  1976: 7-9). In this m a t t e r  John

C r a w f u r d  o b s e r v e d  that there e xi s t e d  no such thing as 

"free labour", for the labour of every i n di v i d u a l  was 

a p p r o p r i a t e d  by some naay or other. The naay had the

right  to co m m a n d  and the po we r  to affect their phrai  with

co rp o r al  p u n is h m en t .  A ph ra i could be i m p r i s o n e d  and/or

fined if he r e f u se d  to obey orders. This form of

It sh ou ld be no ted  that the phrai and thaa t do not 
c o n s t i t u t e  "pro pe rty " to the same extent. W h i l e  a phrai  
has to c o n t r i b u t e  his u n p a i d  labour to the ma st er  for 
fi xed pe r i o d s  each year, a slave could be sold ou t ri g h t  
to an ow ner or m o r t g a g e d  i nd e f in ite ly . How ever, ec on om ic  
and social d i f f e r e n c e s  e x i s t e d  among  thaat t h e m s e l v e s  as 
am ong the p h r a i , and a thaat may be seen as ha v i ng  a 
sim il a r social ex i s t e n c e  to a phra i des p i te  o c c u p y i n g  the 
lowest legal s t r a t u m  in society. See Turton, 1980.
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p r o p e r t y  in p er s on s can also be seen from the fact that a 

th aat  c ou ld  be sold by a naay who was in fi na nci al  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  and the con s e nt  of the thaat was not 

r e q u i r e d  by law (Turton, 1980: 265). The ph r a i who were

un abl e to p r o v i d e  se rv i c es  were r eq u i re d  to c o n tr i bu t e  

h i g h l y - v a l u e d  p r o d u c e  to the state in lieu of services.

These c o n t r i b u t i o n s  were ca l le d  suay and the p hr ai were

kn ow n  as p hra i s u a y . In the latter years of the A y u t h a y a
p e r i o d  the ph rai were a l lo w ed  to commut e the corvee

servi ce by p a y i n g  khaa r a a t c h a k a a n  (Akin, 1969: 57; Tej,

1977 : 10) .

Un de r  this s ys tem  the phrai could suffe r a great

deal of h a r d s h i p  and oppre ssi on , p a r t i c u l a r l y  the phrai 

who had un ki n d  n a a y , and the ph rai l u a n g , who had to take 

part in v a r i ou s  p u bl i c works. The use of p h y s i c a l  force 

was ofte n the order of the day. The b u r d e n  of the corvee 

se rv i c e led many p hr ai to seek v ari ous  ways out, such as 

be ing  o r d a i n e d  into mo nkhood, fleei ng  into the jungle, 

tr yi n g to chang e their n a a y , or se lli ng  t h e m s e l v e s  into 

sl av e r y to get out of the phrai status (Warunee and 

A nc ha le e, 1976: 56).

A pa r t  from surplus b ei n g  e x t r a c t e d  in the form of 

corvee labo ur and suay the p e a s a n t r y  were also r e q u i r e d  

to pay a nu mb e r of taxes, namely: j a n g k o b , a tax

am o u n t i n g  to o n e - t e n t h  of the cargo and was levied 

ag ai n st  p a s s i n g  boat s and oxcarts; a a k o n , a tax levied 

a g a i ns t  the peas ant s' a g r i c u l t u r a l  produce, said to be 

o n e - t e n t h  of the harvest; and r u e c h a a , fees. In a dd iti on  

the ma ss es  also had to pay taxes on their land, fruit
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trees, boats, f i sh in g  tools, gambling, alcohol, etc. (NA 

5, M 50/4, 1896-7; NA 6, M 23/1, 1913). Often, pa ym en t s

a m o u n t e d  to m u l t i p l e  t a xa t i o n  and c o m m o n e r s  found 

t h e m s e l v e s  be in g  ta xe d in their ca p ac it i es  as pr od u c er s ,  

sellers, and also as buyer s at the same time (Warunee and 

An cha l e e,  1976: 56). The of fi ci a l s in ch ar g e  were

a Howe d to a p p r o p r i a t e  part of the goods and serv ice s  

s u p p l i e d  by the c o m m o ne r s  as fees for p e r f o r m i n g  their

se rvices. The rest was p a s s e d  on to the cap i ta l  and

c o n s t i t u t e d  an i mp o r ta nt  e co n o m i c  base for the ruling

class. P r o d u c t s  wh ic h  were over and above the l a t t e r 1s 

own r e q u i r e m e n t s  were often e x c h a n g e d  for impor ts of 

luxury goods (Chatthip, 1981: 1).

The sy s t em  de v i s e d  to a d m i n i s t e r  the sa k d in a a  

soc ie t y in the A y u t h a y a  era was e s s e n t i a l l y  o rg a n i z e d

along m i l i t a r y  lines. "We can compare the o r g a n i z a t i o n  

of the so ci e t y to that of an army in wh ic h  ever y male in 

the k i n g d o m  was a soldier" (Akin, 1969: 54). At the

p i n n a c l e  of the h i e r a r c h y  was the king, and b e l o w  him

r a n g e d  d i f f e r e n t  levels of p r in ce s  and nobles  also he ad e d

the k ro m and their subunits, the k o n g , wh i ch  made up the 

c ent ra l go ve r n me n t . At the p r o v i n c i a l  level the

d e s c e n d i n g  order r a n g e d  from the town, d i st r i ct

(khwaeng) , s u b - d i s t r i c t  (t a m b o n ) , vil l ag e  (moo b a a n )

(Akin, 1969: 66-76; Tej, 1977: 23). And the s t i p u l a t e d

du tie s of of f i c i a l s  w o r k i n g  in this a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  were 

the r e g i s t r a t i o n  of men u nde r their command, the

m o b i l i s a t i o n  of their m a n p o w e r  for corvee wo r k s or for 

f i g h t i n g  in wars, c o l l e c t i o n  of taxes and f o r w a r d i n g  them
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to the ce n tr a l  gov er n me n t , the m a i n t e n a n c e  of publ ic  

pe ace  and order.

A l t h o u g h  the exact date of the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 

C h a c h o e n g s a o  canno t be as ce rt a in e d , there is e v i d e n c e  to 

b e l i e v e  that the town was in e xi s t en ce  in the A y u t h a y a  

p e r i o d  d u ri n g w h i c h  the co n d i t i o n s  d e s c r i b e d  above 

p r e v a i l e d  (Uth.aiwan and Phon gph an,  1978: 42-43). The

town was a centr e for r e c r u i t i n g  m a n p o w e r  to fight in 

wars, and in the early B an g k o k  period, b e i n g  in the 

v i c i n i t y  of the capital, C h a c h o e n g s a o  was c a t e g o r i z e d  as 

a f o u r t h - c l a s s  inner p r o v i n c e  under the S a m u h a  N a a y o k 1s 

(Prime M i n i s t e r  for the civil adm in i st r a ti o n ) line of 

c o m m an d  ( M a h a - A m m a t a y a t h i b o d i , 1976: 123). De s p i t e  its

p r o x i m i t y  to Bangkok, the str uc t ur e  of po w e r  was still 

much localize d. The l i nc h p i n  of the s a k d i n a a  s y s t em  was 

the local n o b i l i t y  who d i re c t l y  c o n t r o l l e d  the pe as an try ,  

e x t r a c t i n g  from it labour ser vi c es  and taxes, part of 

wh i c h  they retained. By its own a d m i s si o n  the g o v e r n m e n t  

m a n a g e d  to a d m i n i s t e r  d ir e c tl y  in 1891 only the pr o v i n c e s  

of P a t h u m t h a n i  and N o n t h a b u r i  to the no rt h  and 

P h r a p r a d a e n g  and S a m u t p r a k a r n  to the south of Bangkok. 

P r o v i n c e s  that lay o ut s i de  this small ce nt re  were 

g o v e r n e d  la rge ly  by the local nobles. In theory,

a l t h o u g h  the m i n i s t e r s  in the capital had the po w e r to 

a p p o in t  go ver n o rs ,  in p r a c t i c e  g o v e r n o r s  who were 

a p p o i n t e d  were ofte n s t r o n g m e n  in the area.

O w i n g  to this r e l a t i v e  a ut o n om y at the p r o v i n c i a l  

level, the p ow er of the g o ve rn o rs  was c on s i de ra b le .  

Th ese p r o v i n c i a l  o ff i c i a l s  were a l lo t t ed  a n u m b e r  of men
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from w h o m  they could de ma n d  ei th e r  service in labour or 

c o m m u t a t i o n  tax and were  a l l o w e d  to re t ai n part of the 

tax re ve n u e and ju di ci al fees, for in those days

of f i c i a l s  had to "make a living out of th eir jobs"

b e c a u s e  they r e c e i v e d  no salaries. C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a

go ve r n o r  mi g h t  be e n g a g e d  in c o mme rce  or farming, in 

w h i c h  case he co uld rely on his o f fic ial  p o s i t i o n  to gain 

an a d v a n t a g e  over other people. For instance, if he 

c a r r i e d  out rice c u l t i v a t i o n  he could ask the cit i z en s of 

his p r o v i n c e  to c o n t r i b u t e  their labour on his land; a 

b u s i n e s s  wo u l d  run more sm oo th l y and make more p r o f i t  if 

the g ov e r n o r  was a p a r t n e r  to the deal, and a t a x - f a r m e r  

w o u l d  find that his c o l l e c t i o n  of taxes w o u l d  be be t te r  

f a c i l i t a t e d  if he a l lo w e d the go ve r n or  to have a share in 

the revenue. If a g o v e r n o r  was eng a g e d in trade, he

could make it d i f f i c u l t  for o u t s id e rs  to set up rival 

b u s i n e s s e s  in his p ro vi nc e, or he m ig ht tax his rivals to 

the full and not tax himself. A g ov e r no r also had 

ju di c i al  i n d e p e n d e n c e  and was thus able to i n t e r p r e t  the 

law to his liking. Mor eo ve r ,  he could and us u a l l y  did 

b u i l d  up his po w er  base by r e c o m m e n d i n g  his r e l a t i v e s  for 

the po sts  in the local a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (Tej, 1977: 

21-24). Not only was he able to fort if y his p o w e r  base 

but his e c o no m i c  base co ul d also be built  up by r e t a i n i n g  

re ve n u e in t e n d e d  for the centr al g o v e r nm e nt ,  by 

p r o t r a c t i n g  legal p r o c e e d i n g s  for the sake of judic ia l  

fees, etc. (Tej, 1977; 99).

The fact that o f f i ci a l s o bt a i ne d  p ar t  of their 

income by c o l l e c t i n g  taxes from the p e o pl e un de r their
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j u r i s d i c t i o n  s o m e t im e s  led to d is put es  a mo ng go ver n o rs  

t h e m s e l v e s  over the ex t e nt  of each go v er n o r ' s

j ur i s di c t io n .  There o c c u r r e d  an incident in the early 

1890s when a n u mbe r of p e a s a n t s  s u b m it te d  a p e t i t i o n  to 

the a u t h o r i t i e s  c o m p l a i n i n g  about the abuse of p owe r by 

the g o v e r n o r  of S a m u tp ra k ar n ,  a n e i g h b o u r i n g  pro vince.  

A c c o r d i n g  to the p e tit ion , the S a m u t p r a k a r n  G o v e r n o r  had 

dug a canal th r o u g h  their r i c e - f i e l d s  and v e n t u r e d  to 

charg e them for the cost of canal exca vat io n. More ov er,  

he also cl a i m e d  that the area was un d er  his

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and c o l l e c t e d  land tax from them as well. 

The p e a s a n t s  were t h e r e f or e  force d to pay the tax twice 

by both the S a m u t p r a k a r n  and C h a c h o e n g s a o  a u t h o r i t i e s  (NA 

5, K 9.2/4).

Si m i l a r  to the c e n t r e - p r o v i n c e  rel at i on s,  the

pro v i n ci a l  g o v e r n m e n t  did not i nt er ve ne d i r e c t l y  in the

af fa i r s of the lower levels of its a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  A 

g o v e r n o r  u s u a l l y  a p p o i n t e d  local s t r o n g m e n  to be

di strict, s u b - d i s t r i c t  and vil l a ge  headmen. A di s tr ic t  

o ff i ce r  n e e d e d  to send in a m i n i m a l  amount of c o m m u t a t i o n  

tax b e c a u s e  there was no one to check on him. He was

al l o w e d  to judge m in or and so me tim es serio us  di sp ut e s

(Tej, 1977: 24). S u b - d i s t r i c t  and vi ll a g e c o m m u n i t i e s

li ke w i se  en j o y e d  re l a t i v e  a u t o n o m y  and a h e a d m a n  of the 

old days was u su a l l y  an e l d e rl y  v il l ag er  wh o se  status was 

well r e c o g n i z e d  by the p eo p l e  in the co mmu ni ty.  He
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u s u a l l y  had close c o n n e c t i o n s  with the local st r o ng m e n  

(nakleng ), to w h o m  they tu rne d for a s s i s t a n c e  and 

inf or m at i o n.  S o m e t i m e s  the n a kl e n g t h e m s e l v e s  were

a p p o i n t e d  to the po st s of headmen.

As regar ds C h a c h o e n g s a o 1s p o p u l at i o n,  b ei n g  a 

p e r i p h e r a l  area o u t si d e  the r i c e - g r o w i n g  up p e r  delta 

h e a r t l a n d  of the C e n t ra l  Plain, its p o p u l a t i o n  mi gh t have 

b een  very sparse and s e t t l e m e n t s  were likel y to be 

s c a t t e r e d  only along the banks of the B a n g p a k o n g  River 

w hil e a large part of the i n t er i o r was m e r e ly  wi l de r n e s s .  

Wh ile  most of the p o p u l a t i o n  w o u l d  have b een  p hra i som 

and ph rai luang, there must have e x i s t e d  a nu mb er of 

ph rai  suay as well, since o ff ic i al s  kn o w n as naay kong 

nawk were s t a t i o n e d  locally, re s p o n s i b l e  for c o l l e c t i n g

the suay of gold, cardamon, iron, etc. and for o v e r s e e i n g  

the ethni c m i n o r i t y  g r o u pi n gs  and the b o r d e r  posts 

( W i l s o n , 1980 : 52-54) .

na k l e n g  has a va r i e t y  of meanings, e.g. a rogue, a 
knave, a true sport, etc., (McFarland. 1944: 447). As
i n d i v i d u a l s  or c o l l e c t i v e l y  - loose ly  or in gangs - the 
n a k l e n g  in the old days could  wi e ld  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
infl uen ce . Some were r e c o g n i s e d  as local "go dfa t he rs " ;  
some were el e c t e d  headmen. T he ir power stems mu c h from 
their co n t ro l  over the use of vi ol en c e at a time wh en  the 
ce nt r a l g o v e r n m e n t ' s  a ut h o r i t y  was not yet w i d e l y  felt in 
the c ou n t ry s i de .  The n a k l e n g 's a u t h o r i t y  took on 
a m b i v a l e n t  forms. This is b r i ef l y  d i s c u s s e d  in the
f o l l o w i n g  chapter. See also in p a r t i c u l a r  Johnston,
1976: 137-197.
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Like their c o u n t e r p a r t s  e ls e w he re  in the country, 

the m a j o r i t y  of the C h a c h o e n g s a o  p o p u l a t i o n  must  have 

been c o m p o s e d  of s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  pea sants, who grew and 

p r o c e s s e d  th eir own rice and cotton, and m ad e thei r own 

e q u i p m e n t  and clo thing. A v a ri e t y of food was there for 

the g a t h e r i n g  - w il d  greens, fish, etc. One obs e r ve r  

noted, "No p o r t i o n  of the w o r l d  is more p l e t h o r i c  with 

fish than the w a t e rs  of this fav ou r ed  land, its gulf, 

rive rs and canals t e a m in g  wi th  them..." (Child, 1892: 

58). Th ere is even  an old tale told about the fish in 

"P a e d r i w " , the local name for C ha c h oe ng s ao .  W h e n  the 

fish, p la a chon (murrel), is d r ie d  it is sl i c ed  in such a 

way that it can be sprea d out still as one fish, each 

slice c a ll e d a "r i w " . A normal plaa chon is sl ic e d  4 - 6 

times. The s ay ing  is that the plaa chon in C h a c h o e n g s a o  

were so large that eight (p a e d ) slices (r i w ) were made 

(Uthaiwan and Ph ou gp ha n , 1978: 42; Th ai land,

C h a c h o e n g s a o  P r o v i n c i a l  Office, 1981-82?: 1).

S e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  was by no means a b s o l u t e  and 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in a wi der  eco n om y  e x i s t e d  in v a r y i n g  

degrees. R i c e - g r o w i n g  v i l l a g e r s  might find it n e c e s s a r y  

to p r o d u c e  a small su r pl us  of pa dd y to be e x c h a n g e d  for 

n e c e s s i t i e s  that they were unable  to p r o d u c e  th ems el v es ,  

such as salt, the m eta l tip of a plough, bu f f a l o e s ,  etc., 

but by and large the m a j o r i t y  of the p e a s a n t s  p r o d u c e d  

m ost  of what  they c o n s u m e d  and e n g a ge d  in only a limi ted  

amou nt of trade (Johnston, 1976: 15-18). And the little

trade that e x i s t e d  was c ar ri e d out on a b a r t e r  ba sis as 

the use of m one y was very lim i t ed  (Chatthip, 1981: 1).
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The p e a s a n t s  were a l l ow e d  us u fr u c t  righ ts to the 

land they c u l t i v a t e d  de sp i t e the fact that in th eor y the 

king was owner of all the land and peop le  in his kingdom. 

How ever, the right to occu py a plot of land was 

r e s t r i c t e d  to its imm ed i at e  u t i l i z a t i o n  by the c u l t i v a t o r  

and if he sh o ul d  move elsewhere, that ri g h t w ou l d  

a u t o m a t i c a l l y  be r el i n qu i s h e d .  However, long b e fo r e  land 

r igh ts  were r e c o g n i z e d  by law at the b e g i n n i n g  of the 

t w e n t i e t h  century, land be g a n  to acqu ire  the c ha r a c t e r  of 

p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  as early as in the late A y u t h a y a  p e r i o d  

as s o cie ty be ca me i n c r e a s i n g l y  i nv o l ve d in c o m m e r c i a l  

a c t i vi t i e s.  By then, the p r e v i o u s  legal p r o h i b i t i o n  on 

land t r a n s a c t i o n s  was s u p e r c e d e d  by a r e c o g n i t i o n  of land 

b u y i n g  and selling, a l t h o u g h  the t r a n s a c t i o n s  we re still 

few and far b e t w e e n  (Tomosugi, 1980: 106-114).

The fact that these p e a s a n t s  were c o m p o s e d  of the 

p hra i and their f am i li e s  me ans that their l i v e l i h o o d  was 

c o n s t a n t l y  d i s r u p t e d  by the corve e s er vi ce s d e m a n d e d  by 

the state or by their  n a a y . The 6- m o n t h s - a - y e a r  corvee 

ser vi c e n e c e s s i t a t e d  the men to leave w h a t e v e r  

c u l t i v a t i o n  the fami ly  was e n g ag e d  in to the women, 

c hi l dr e n  and the e l d e r l y  who st aye d b e h i n d  wh i l e  their 

labour was r e q u i r e d  by the state or the n a a y . So m e t i m e s  

they were o r d e r e d  to do the very same c u l t i v a t i o n  work 

but on the gove rn ors ' rice fields (Suvit, 1978: 

117-118).

Such were the c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  p r e v a i l e d  w i t h i n  the 

A y u t h a y a  state wh os e  i n v o l v e m e n t  with i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade 

was br i sk  and was c a lle d by some the " c o m m e r c i a l  state"
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(Ishii, 1978: 30-33). E x p or ts  were c o m p o s e d  m a i n l y  of

forest p r o d u c e  such as ivory, aloes-wood, resins, skins 

and hides, sw a l l o w  nests, etc., while imports came in the 

form of silk cloth, spices, gold, silver, co tt on  p r od u c ts  

w h i c h  w er e m o s t ly  for the court's use (Tomosugi, 1980: 

111). Mo re  imp ort a nt l y , Ay u t h a y a ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  in

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade was its role as a sort of e nt r e po t  

p a s s i n g  f o r e i g n - p r o d u c e d  goods on to yet other c ou n t ri e s  

(Nithi, 1982: 79). The fact that trade w i th  foreign

states was in p r i m a r y  pr o d u c t s  i n v ol v in g  no p r o c e s s i n g  

me ans  that the impact of such trade on s o ci e t y at large 

was not very si gni fi c an t .  The s ys tem  of suay c o l l e c t i o n  

was s u f f i c i e n t  to keep the state's t ra d i n g  g oin g and 

there  was a re l a t i v e  lack of the d e v e l o p m e n t  of cities as 

c ent re s of trade and commerce.

The s a k d i n a a  system, which was b a s e d  on the 

s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  e co n om y of the villa ge and a l o c a li z e d  

s tr u c t u r e  of p o w e r  was by no means free from its inter na l  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n .  T e n si o n  was m a n i f e s t  at all levels. The 

king had to st ru gg l e c o n s t a n t l y  to curb the po w e r of the 

p ri n ce s  and n ob les  wh i c h  at times got out of h a n d  as they 

were able to c ha l l e n g e  the king 's power by b u i l d i n g  up 

the m a n p o w e r  and r e s o u r c e s  under their dispo sa l.  V a ri o u s  

m e a s u r e s  wer e d e v i s e d  at var i ou s  times to m a i n t a i n  the 

m o n a r c h ' s  power. For instance, laws we re e n a c t e d  to 

fo rb i d h i g h - r a n k i n g  o f f i c i a l s  from h a v i ng  p r i v a t e  co nt act  

wi th  one a n ot h e r so as to p r ev e n t them from joining 

forces (Akin, 1969: 25); the nobles  w er e given

n o n - h e r e d i t o r y  status wi th  d e s c e n d i n g  rank, w h il e  the
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p ri n c e s  i n h e r i t e d  rank in a de c l i n i n g  s e q u e n c e  wh ic h  

c aus ed  their d e s c e n d a n t s  to me rge  with c o m m o n e r s  after 

five g en e r at i o ns , and v ar iou s atte mpt s were made by the 

c en tr al  g o v e r n m e n t  to m a n i p u l a t e  the ten s io n s  and riv a lr y  

in p r o v i n c i a l  p o l i t i c s  to its own advantage, wi th  the 
governo rs'  a t t e m p t i n g  to do like wi se vis a vis

lo w e r - l e v e l  p o l i t i c s  (Tej, 1977: 1-50). P a r a d o x i c a l l y ,

a l t h o u g h  the s t ru g g le  b e t w e e n  the central g o v e r n m e n t  and

the p r o v i n c i a l  p o w e r - h o l d e r s  was a c on s t a n t  state of 

affairs, at the same time the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  had to

dep en d  on the l a t t e r 's support. Sy mb ol i c al l y , the local 

leaders n e e d e d  to be r e m i n d e d  of their s u b o r d i n a t i o n  to 

the centr al g o v e r n m e n t  by a t t e n d i n g  the c e r e m o n y  of the 

" dr i nk i n g of the W a t e r  of Al l e g i a n c e "  twice a year in 

the capi t a l .

A si mi la r p a r a d o x  was also ev id ent  at the lower 

levels of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  The main c on c e rn  of a local 

noble or a naay was to m a i n t a i n  his c o ntr ol  over the 

co m m o n e r s  un der his j ur i s di c t io n ,  and this in turn  set a 

ce rt a in  limit to the de gr ee  of co er ci o n  and e x p l o i t a t i o n  

that he could in fl i c t on them w i t h o u t  the risk of dri v in g  

his r e t a i n e r s  away to a more to le ra n t  master. For this

In this c e r e m o n y  each o ffi cia l was r e q u i r e d  to 
dr ink  holy wa te r and swear a mi gh ty  oath of a l l e g i a n c e  to 
the king. The main ob je c t  was to "deter m e n d a c i o u s  and 
t r e a s o n a b l e  co nd uc t" of offi cia ls,  to "exact o b e d i en c e  
and p r o p e r  b e h a v i o u r  from  off ic ial s".  It can be seen as
a form of i d e o l o g i c a l  i n st r u m e n t  of co nt r o l (Siffin 
1966 : 27, 28) .
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reason, a naay te n d e d  to d i sp l a y a p a t e r n a l i s t i c  attit ude  

to wa r ds  his phrai, and their r e l a t i o n s h i p s  were 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e i n f o r c e d  by the ideol ogy  of p a t r o n - c l i e n t  

r e c i p r o c i t y  des p i te  the fact that the naay a p p e a r e d  to 

have had al mo s t  c om p l et e  c ont rol  of their p h r a i 1s 

ser vi c es  (Akin 1969: 77-89).

P r e l u d e  to the V as t C ha n ge s un der W e s t e r n  C o l o n i a l i s m

A l t h o u g h  still r o o t e d  very much in the sa kd i n aa  

s y s t e m  of social and ec o n o m i c  o r ga n i za ti o n,  the early 

B a n g k o k  p e r i o d  pr io r to the si gn in g of the B o w r i n g  treaty 

in 1855, was b e g i n n i n g  to ex p e r i e n c e  cer t ai n  s i g n i f i c a n t  

chang es in the basi s of the s a kd i n aa  society. There was 

a s u b s t a n t i a l  in cre as e in the v olu me of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

trade and in its co ntents, w h i c h  s i g n i f i e d  a b e gin ni ng ,  

al be i t  limited, of p r o d u c t i o n  for the m a rk e t as op p o s e d  

to s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  p r o d u c t i o n .  It also saw the surplu s  

e x t r a c t e d  from the p o p u l a t i o n  be in g d e m a n d e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  

in m o n e t a r y  form.

N it h i  E o w s r i w o n g  (1982) has put fo r w a r d  a 

c o n v i n c i n g l y - a r g u e d  thesis that du r in g the e ar ly B a n g k o k  

period, the state c o n c e n t r a t e d  its a t t e n t i o n  on, and 

i n t e n s i f i e d  its i n v o l v e m e n t  in, i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trad e more 

than ever before. The d e c l i n i n g  years of the state of 

A y u t h a y a  and its final d i s s o l u t i o n  had left bo th  the 

e c o n o m y  and the b u r e a u c r a c y  in a s ha t t e r e d  state (Nithi, 

1982: 70; Ishii, 1978: 35). Nithi o b s e r v e s  that the

s t a t e ’s m a c h i n e r y  was not f u n c t i o n i n g  as e f f e c t i v e l y  as 

in the ea rly A y u t h a y a  era. Con t ro l  of m a n p o w e r  was lax
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(Nithi, 1982: 70). T o m o s u g i  ob se rv es that after the

fall of A y u t h a y a  in 1767 it b eca me d if f i c u l t  to carry out 

p u b l ic  wo rk s (and a lot of works  need ed doing since most 

temples, etc., were destroyed) bec a us e  the p e a sa n t s  

e v a d ed  their o n er o u s c or ve e duty by s e e k i n g  the 

p r o t e c t i o n  of v a r io u s  p o w e r f u l  local figures. Some

off ici al s,  r e s p o n s i b l e  for m a n p o w e r  r e gi st r a t i o n ,  
e x c l u d e d  p e a s a n t s  from the re gi s te r s  in order to make

p e r s o n a l  gains. The state t ri ed to remedy the s i t u a t io n  

wi th  such p r o m i s e s  as a r e d u c t i o n  of c orv ee ser v i ce  to 

three mo n t hs  a year, f r e e do m  from p r o s e c u t i o n  for those 

i m m e d i a t e l y  r e t u r n i n g  to their moo (group) and a r e war d  

to anyo ne  who a p p r e h e n d e d  evaders (Tomosugi, 1980: 

115-116). These m e asu res , i n c l u di ng  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of 

the m a r k i n g  and t a t t o o i n g  of the phra i (Akin, 1969: 57)

were also the ki n g' s  att e mp t  to curb the g r o w i n g  po wer  

of the p r i n c e s  and o ff ici al s.

The d i f f i c u l t i e s  of e x a c t i n g  corvee labour, and the 

i n e f f i c i e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  mi g h t be the fact or s wh ic h  

led the state to turn i n c r e a s i n g l y  to h i r i n g  the 

u n s k i l l e d  labour of the C hi n e s e  and the s k i l l e d  labour of 

the Chinesfe and the Thais. C e r t a i n  b u s i n e s s e s  of the 

state also i n v o l v e d  the skill of the C h i ne s e  that could 

not be o b t a i n e d  from  the phrai system, such as 

sh ip - b u i l d i n g ,  n a v i g a t i o n  and trading. As a c o n s e q u e n c e  

of this i n c r e a s e d  h i r i ng  of labour, t o g e t h e r  wi th  the 

need  to buy for e ig n  weap on s, the state had to find ways 

to ac qu ir e more income and hence its g r o w in g  a t t e n t i o n  to 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade (Nithi, 1982: 70, 76-77).
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Jun k trade, e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  China and also w it h the 

str ai t s s et tle me nt,  r e a c h e d  its pe ak  in this p e r i o d  (see 

Sarasin, 1977: 140-159). The e xp a n d i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

trade not only r e p l e n i s h e d  the co ff e r s of those 

i n d i v i d u a l s  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  in it, na m el y the king, the 
nobles, the Chinese, it also c o n s t i t u t e d  a m a j o r  re ve nue  

so ur c e for the g o v e r n m e n t  as such. Ni t h i  q u ot e d

R u s c h e n b e r g e r 's o b s e r v a t i o n  that in 1835 (in the reign of 

Rama III) the g o v e r n m e n t ' s  re ve nu e w h i c h  was c o l l e c t e d  

i n t e r n a l l y  (in the forms of s u a y , fees, taxes) a m o u n t e d  

to over 400 ,0 0 0 baht, w h e r e a s  p r of i ts  from the state's 

for ei g n t r ad i n g w ere  over 1 ,9 0 0 ,0 0 0  baht (Nithi, 1982: 

72). The sheer v ol ume  of trade with for e i gn  states  had 

i n c r e a s e d  ma ny  times over since the A y u t h a y a  era.

The n atu re  of p r o d u c t s  tra d e d in this p e ri o d  

d e s e r v e s  some c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  A c c o r d i n g  to Nithi, the 

list e x p o r t e d  now c o n t a i n e d  some, but not ma ny  forest 

p r o d u c t s  wh il e the rest were p r o d u c t s  that had to un d e r g o  

some sort of p r oc e s s i n g ;  for example, sugar, rice, salted  

fish, co c o n u t  oil, animal hide, ships, peppe r,  wax, etc., 

( N i t h i , 1982 : 77-79) .

Not only was there a si g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  in the 

vo lu m e of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade, but there was also a 

chan ge in e mp h as i s  on the means of s u rp l u s  e x t r a c t i o n  

from trade. In the A y u t h a y a  period, re v en u e  from forei gn  

trade was d e r i v e d  th r o u g h  the king' s trade mon opoly, 

w hi l e in the ea rly B a n g k o k  pe r i o d  re ve n u e e x t r a c t e d  from 

p r o d u c e r s  in the form of taxes came to a ss ume  an 

i n c r e a s i n g  pr o mi n e n c e .  This also e x p l a i n s  the
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o v e r w h e l m i n g  p r e s e n c e  and s ig n i f i c a n c e  of the ta x - f a r m e r s  

from Rama X I 1s re ign onwards, t og e th e r  wi t h the

s t i p u l a t i o n  of 38 and 48 new taxable goods in the reigns 

of Rama III and IV r es p e ct i v e l y .  The i n c r e a s i n g  role of 

t a x - f a r m i n g  in r a i s i n g  the state's r e v e n u e s  made it 

p o s s i b l e  for the king to rela x and to lift his m o n o p o l y  

on the trade of n um er o us  p r o d u c t s  (Nithi, 1982: 93,

Siriluk, 1981: 43-44). As regar ds  the t a x - f a r m e r s

th em s e lv e s , mo st  were C h i ne s e  but some we re  Thai

o f f i c i a l s  and i nd i v i d u a l s  who wo ul d  bid to win the 

c o n c e s s i o n a r y  right to levy taxes on the var i o us  

pro du c t s.  The t a x - f a r m e r s  were free to e x e r c i s e  their 

p o w e r  w i t h i n  their dom a i ns  and in some c i r c u m s t a n c e s  were 

e n d o w e d  w i th  the po wer  to a dj u d i c a t e  tax cases (Siriluk, 

1981: 43-44). The t a x - f a r m e r s  were in a p o s i t i o n  to

m i s u s e  th eir o ff i c ia l  status, to make their own pr of i t by 

c o l l e c t i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l y  more than that w hic h they had to 

pay to the state cof f e rs  (Tomosugi, 1980: 117).

The fact that trade had gaine d p r o m i n e n c e  in the 

e co n om y  also means  that m o n e y  had come to be i n c r e a s i n g l y  

d e m a n d e d  by those i n v o l v e d  in it. M o n e y  was ne e d e d  by 

the state to pay for the C hi n e s e  hi re d labour  that was 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  e m p l o y e d  in pl ac e of corvee labour. At the 

same time it be c a me  p o s s i b l e  for the p e o p l e  to pay the 

state in m on ey i n s t ea d of u n d e r t a k i n g  corv ee  s e rvi ce and 

c er t ai n  taxes in kind, e.g. the rice tax, w er e  r e p l a c e d  

by mo n e y taxes. All these were i ni t i a t e d  in the early 

B a n g k o k  p e r i o d  along  with the ex p a n s i o n  of the inte rna l  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s yst em  and the limited
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d e v e l o p m e n t  of p r o d u c t i o n  for the ma r k e t  (Nithi, 1982: 

121-126).

Th ese  chang es  were made po ss i b l e  by the e x i s t e n c e  of 

the im m i g ra n t  C h i n e s e  p o p u l a t i o n  in Tha iland. The need 

to r e v i t a l i s e  the e c on o my  led the early B a n g k o k  kings, 

from T a ks i n onwards, to e n c o u r a g e  the i m m i g r a t i o n  of the 

C h i n es e  (Skinner, 1962: 20-27? Ishii, 1978: 35; Nithi,

1982: 106-121). A secti on  of these s u c c e s s f u l l y

a s s i m i l a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  with the ruling class and bu ilt up 

mu ch  of th eir in itial w e a lt h by p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the 

royal m o n o p o l y  t r ad i n g and by b e c o m i n g  t a x - f a rm e r s.  Some 

later c o l l u d e d  w ith  m e m b e r s  of the ruling  s a k d i n a a  class 

and be g a n to c ha nne l their r e so u r ce s  into cer t ai n  

i nd u s t r i e s  such as mining, sug ar- mi ll i n g,  sh i p -b ui l d i n g ,  

logging, etc. A n o t h e r  sec t i on  was hi r e d  as

w a g e - l a b o u r e r s ,  wh i l e  the rest sc a t t e r e d  over the 

c o u n t r y s i d e  and be ca m e  e n g a g e d  in trade, mining, sugar 

cane and p e p p e r  pr o d u c t i o n ,  s h i p bu i ld i n g,  craft 

p ro d uc t i o n ,  etc., (Skinner, 1962: 99-118; Nithi, 1982:

106-121).

The f l o u r i s h i n g  trade in goods that had u n d e r g o n e  a 

c er t a i n  degr ee  of p ro ce s s i n g ,  the r e p l a c e m e n t  of tax in 

k in d  with m on ey tax, the i n c r e a s i n g  number  of towns and 

size of p o p u l a t i o n  in towns, the re d u c t i o n  of the corvee 

service, must have had some impact on the lives of 

c e r ta i n  sec ti o ns  of pe asa nt s, e sp e c i a l l y  am o n g  those 

living near the cap i t al  and other majo r towns. A c c o r d i n g  

to Pa ll eg o i x,  the p o p u l a t i o n  of 3,000 in C h a i n a t  p ro v i n c e  

we re e n g a g e d  in the c u l t i v a t i o n  of rice, tobacco, betel
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nuts and cotton, all of wh i c h  were taxable p r o d u c t s  that 

found their way to bo th  the inte rn al and e x t e r n a l  m a r k et s

(Pallegoix, 1963: 83). As re gar ds  rice, the area that

saw an in cr ea s e  in its p r o d u c t i o n  was the U pp er Chao 

P h r ay a  de lta  a r o u nd  A y u t h a y a  and it was this area that 

s u p p l i e d  rice to the g r ow i n g town p o p u l a t i o n  (Paitoon, 

1978: 19-20, 31). H o w e v e r  rice did not b e c o m e  a major

ex po r t c o m m o d i t y  until after  the si gni ng  of the B o w r i n g  

Tr ea t y  in 1855, pa rtl y b e c a u s e  of the g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p o l ic y  

to r e ta i n  a res e rv e  stock  for in te rn al uses but 

n o n e t h e l e s s  rice p r o d u c t i o n  was great ly  i n c r e a s e d  in this

period, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in the Up pe r Chao P h r a y a  Delta, to

keep in step wi th  the steady  inc rease of b o th  the Thai 

and C h i n es e  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  of those  living  in 

the capital, and e n g a g e d  in trade and in certa in

i n d u s t r i e s  (Crawfurd, 1915: 141; 1830: 221; Skinner,

1962: 80-82) .

The p r i n c i p a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  item that i nv o lv e d  

p r o d u c t i o n  for ex po rt  in the early B a n g ko k  p e r i o d  was not 

rice but sugar cane and it was in this r e s p e c t  that 

C h a c h o e n g s a o  had be en  a f f e c t e d  by the c o u n t r y ' s

i n c r e a s i n g  i n v o l v e m e n t  in i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade. Well

b e f or e  1855 the sugar i nd us t r y  had a t t r a c t e d  the

a t t e n t i o n  of a n u mbe r of for e ig n  o bs e r v e r s  w ho  v i s i t e d  

C h a c h o e n g s a o .  It was no t e d  that sugar cane was w id ely  

p l a n t e d  in Ch a c h o e n g s a o ,  Na k o rn  Chaisri and ot he r central 

p r o v i n c e s  (Pallegoix, 1963: 74-75; Cr aw fur d, 1967:

422-423; Bowri ng , I, 1857: 203-204). In 1838 P a l l e g o i x

o b s e r v e d  that apart from r i c e - f i e l d s  and f r u i t - o r c h a r d s ,
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C h a c h o e n g s a o  was also well en d o w e d  with sugar cane fields 

(Pallegoix, 1963: 74-75).

This m ea ns that a s ec ti on  of the C h a c h o e n g s a o  

p o p u l a t i o n  had b egu n to pr o d u c e  sugar cane for sale in 

the m a r k e t  as a r e sp o n s e  to a g r o wi ng  demand. It is 

n o t e d  that in the 1830s sugar was the m o st  im p o rt an t  

e xpo rt  of the cou n tr y  (Sarasin, 1977: 201). While

C r a w f u r d  n ot ed that the c u l t i v a t o r s  of sugar cane were 

m o s t l y  Thais (Crawfurd, 1967: 422-423), other ethnic

m i n o r i t i e s  s ee med  to have been in vo lv ed in sugar cane 

c u l t iv a t io n ,  too. This can be seen from the fact that in 

1867- 68 the g o v e r n m e n t  a t t e m p t e d  to p e r s u a d e  the Ch in es e  

from o the r p r o v i n c e s  to settle in C h a c h o e n g s a o  on a 

p e r m a n e n t  basi s so that they mi gh t p r a c t i s e  a g r i c u l t u r e  

and set up sugar mi lls  (NA 5, M 1/87). E a r l i e r  in 1843, 

the N a k o r n  Cha i sr i  g o v e r n o r  r e c e i v e d  an o rd er to "plan 

and ar r an g e  for the Ch inese, Laos, K h m e rs  and the 

p o p u l a c e  to grow cane more fully" (Nithi, 1982: 108).

This g r o w i n g  trade n e c e s s i t a t e d  the e x i s t e n c e  of 

tr ad e r s at v a r i o u s  levels of the market. The in ter na l  

trade w h i c h  was c a r r i e d  on m a in l y th r ou gh  b a r t e r  was in 

the hands  of the Ch i n e s e  trad ers  who, un l i k e  the Thai 

p op u l a t i o n ,  were n e i th e r  r e s t r i c t e d  in thei r m o v e m e n t  nor 

b o u n d  by the corvee serv ice  even th oug h they too, had to 

pay for the c o m m u t a t i o n  in money. And

by 1850 the C h i n e s e  se em e d to have g a i n e d  almost  
c o m p l e t e  con t ro l of the i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  trade of 
Siam. They c a r r i e d  goods into the r eg ion s
a c c e s s i b l e  by w a t e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and, to a lesser 
extent, even into the remote i nt e r i o r  villages,  
e x c h a n g i n g  th em there for money or for the pro d u c e  
of the p e o pl e  (Ingram, 1971: 19).
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The suga r b o o m  i n c r ea s e d the g o v e r n m e n t ' s  tax 

r e v e n u e  to such an exten t that in 1858 Rama IV n e e d e d  to 

d iv id e the sugar t a x - f a r m e r s  into three groups, each with 

thei r own zones of opera tio n,  C h a c h o e n g s a o  was in the 

e a s t e r n  zone w h i c h  was c o m p o s e d  of 9 towns. Mor eo ve r ,  

the g o v e r n m e n t  of Rama III also tried to reap p r of i t s  

from sugar in a more di r ec t manner. At one stage the 

k in g  o r d e r e d  the g o v e r n o r  of C h a c h o e n g s a o  to launch a 

sugar  p l a n t a t i o n  scheme and to set up a state sugar mill. 

Of note was the s u b s t a n t i a l  a mou nt of mo n e y e x pe n d it u r e.  

It was r e c o r d e d  that the g o v e r n m e n t  had to p u r c h a s e  land 

from people, had to hire la bou r both to e x c a v a t e  canals 

and to w or k  the p l a n t a ti o n , and the labour force was 

c o m p o s e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  of the Chinese. Howe ve r, the scheme 

fa il e d b e c a u s e  of m i s m a n a g e m e n t  and o f fi c i a l  c o r r u p t i o n  

(Nithi , 1982 : 107-108) .

Ot he r  p a r t i e s  se eme d to have been more s u c c e s s f u l  in 

m a k i n g  gains from the sugar industry. A c c o r d i n g  to

John sto n,  sugar, as it c o n t i n u e d  to p r o m i s e  large 

pr ofi ts , a t t r a c t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  i nv e s t m e n t  from both  

fo r e i g n  and nativ e so ur ce s up until the 1860s and 1870s. 

And as earl y as 1838 P a l l e g o i x  noted  the e x i s t e n c e  of no 

fewer than 20 sugar mills  in C h a c h o en gs a o,  some of wh ic h  

e m p l o y e d  up to 200 labo ure rs , and all of w h i c h  were owned 

by the C h i n e s e  (Pallegoix, 1963: 74-75). The t e c h n o l o g y

then e m p l o y e d  in the m i l l i n g  of sugar was b a s e d  m a i n l y  on 

anim al and hu m an  labour and the fuel used  was w oo d that 

e x i s t e d  in ab u n d a n c e  (Nithi, 1982: 107).
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Howe ver , by the 1860s the dema nd for su gar on the 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a r k et  b e g a n  to drop as i m p o r t i n g  nations  

w ere  b e c o m i n g  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  in sugar, and s u b s i d i z e d  

p r o d u c t i o n  of beet sugar in E uro pe c o n t r i b u t e d  to a 

d e c l in e  in sugar prices. C o up l e d with this t r en d  was the 

fact that by this time rice was b e c o m i n g  a m a j o r  expor t  

a l t e r n a ti v e ; c u l t i v a t o r s  qu i c k l y  sh i ft ed  from sugar to 

rice.

C h i n e s e  who  had w o r k e d  the sugar mi ll s in 
C h a c h o e n g s a o  and N a k o r n  Ch ai s r i fl o ck e d  to the newly 
o p e n i n g  rice mills of Bangkok, and fa rm e r s ha p p i l y  
p l a n t e d  their old cane lands with paddy. By the 
m i d - 1 8 7 0 s  at least, it was clear that rice, not 
sugar w o u l d  p r o v i d e  the f o u nd at i on  of central  
T h a i l a n d ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the w o r l d  economy. 
(Johnston, 1976; 30-31).

The exte nt of sugar p r o d u c t i o n  du ri ng  the early 

B a n g k o k  p e r i o d  imp l i ed  that a sect ion  of T h a i l a n d ' s  

p o p u l a t i o n  was a lr e a d y  i n v o l v e d  in p r o d u c t i o n  for the 

market. A c er t a in  am o u nt  of mo n e y was be i n g  us ed  as a 

m ea n s  of e x c h a n g e  as can be seen from the fact that King 

Rama III spent a great deal of it on land p u r c h a s e  and on 

h i r i n g  labour. Mor eo v er ,  the p e r i o d  also w i t n e s s e d  the 

c h a n n e l l i n g  of cap i ta l  a c c u m u l a t e d  by the k in g  and the 

Chi nese, who had p r o f i t e d  from the p r e v i o u s  era of royal 

trade m o n o p o l y  and t a x- f a rm in g , into the p r o c e s s i n g  of 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  pr od uc e, n ame ly  s u g a r- m i ll i n g.

Howe ver , the p r o d u c t i o n  of sugar on p l a n t a t i o n s  

s e e m ed  to have i n v o l v e d  the Chi ne s e more than the Thais, 

wh o w ere  still tied to the sa k d i n a a  b o n d a g e  and wh ose  

co rve e labour, as o p p o s e d  to the h ire d la bo ur  of the
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Chinese, was r e p o r t e d  to have co n t i n u e d  to be used in

such t r a d i t i o n a l  se rv ic e s as co ns tr u c ti on ,  p u bl i c w o r k s ,

war, p r o d u c t i o n  of suay, and not in the new sugar

b u s i n e s s  (Nithi, 1982: 158). But re po rts that some

Thais grew sugar cane i n d i c at e s  that they, t o o , we r e

i n v o l v e d  to an ex te nt  in p r o d u c t i o n  of sugar, as well as 

rice, for the market, albe it  as s m a l l - sc a l e pr od uc er s .

The e x p a n s i o n  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade in ge ne ra l  and

of the b o o m  in the sugar bu s in e s s  in p a r t i c u l a r  had

th e r e f o r e  had a s i g n i f i c a n t  impact on the economy, 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and d e m o g r a p h y  of C h a c h o e n g s a o  d u r in g  this 

early B a n g k o k  period. The C h i n es e  p o p u l a t i o n  in the area 

i n c r e a s e d  in nu mbe r to such an extent that po sts of

C h i ne s e  d i s t r i c t - o ff i ce rs  had to be cre at e d by Rama III, 

w hil e Ram a IV e s t a b l i s h e d  for the first time the post  of 

K r o m a k a a n  Jeen, a sort of c o m m i s s i o n e r  for Ch in e s e  

a ffa ir s s u b o r d i n a t e  to the p r o v i n c i a l  gove rn or,  who

a d v i se d  the latter on ma t t e r s  c o n c e r n i n g  the Chinese. 

A c c o r d i n g  to S u pa r at  L e r t p a n i c h a k u l  (1981), these move s  

were n e c e s s i t a t e d  by the fact that the Ch i n e s e  were 

f o r m in g  se cr e t s o c i e ti e s  as a means of s e l f - d e f e n c e  

a g a i ns t  Thai off ici a ls .  This was b e c a u s e  un de r the

s ak d in a a  s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t  the a u t h o r i t y  of o ff i c ia ls  

was c o n s i d e r a b l e ,  h ig h l y  a r b i t r a r y  and of ten op pre ss i ve .  

A Thai ph ra i m ig h t  have been able to turn to a naay for 

p r o t e c t i o n  a g a in s t  an o f f i c i a l ' s  e x c e ss i v e b e h av i o ur .  A 

few C h i n e s e  mi g h t  also have m a n a g e d  to ac qu ir e the 

p a t r o n a g e  of a p o w e r f u l  noble in the area, but the 

m a j o r i t y  of them were  left vul ner a bl e .  The for m in g  of
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secr et s o c i et i es  was thus their means of s e l f - d e f e n c e  and 

this had be en an old p r a c t i c e  a d he r e d to by the Chi n e se  

of the main lan d.

The fact that the Chi n es e made up a large p r o p o r t i o n  

of the C h a c h o e n g s a o  po pu l a ti on ,  and the e x i s t a n c e  of 

their secre t soc ieties, gave rise to c e r t a i n  p ro b l em s  

w h i c h  m i g h t  have b ee n  p e c u l i a r  to this pro vi n ce .  In

C h a c h o e n g s a o  there o c c u r r e d  a number of w e l l - k n o w n  riots

c a r r i e d  out by the secre t societies. The mo st serious 

took p la ce  in 1848 after an unjus t a r b i t r a t i o n  by the 

g o v e r n o r  himself. The C h i n e s e  inv o lv ed  in this in cid en t  

n u m b e r e d  1,200. Tr oop s from B a n g k o k  and n ea rby  areas had 

to be c a l l e d  in to qu ell the d i stu rba nc e. Ap a r t  from 

c on f li c t  wi th local off ic i al s,  many riots w er e also 

b e t w e e n  fa ct io n s of the C hi n es e  t h e m se l v es  who b e l o n g e d  

to d i f f e r e n t  s o c i et i e s in the eas te r n p r o v i n c e s  and are 

said to have be en  at their p ea k  in the reigns of Rama III 

an d IV w he n the area c o n s t i t u t e d  a centre for s u g a r - c a n e  

and p e p p e r  p r o d u c t i o n  and also su pp li e d  the m a r k e t  with  

some o th er forest  prod uce . However, the s o c i e t i e s  b eca me  

less ac ti v e  in Rama V's re ig n when there was a d e cl i n e in 

the C h i n e s e  p o p u l a t i o n  c a u s ed  by o u t - m i g r a t i o n ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  among  Ch i n e s e  lab ou re rs  as the sugar cane 

in du s t ry  c ol lap se d,  w hi l e  t i n - m i n i n g  in the s o u th e r n  

p r o v i n c e s  and r i c e - m i l l i n g  in other c e n tr a l  p r o v i n c e s  

b eg a n  to a tt r a c t  more labour (Suparat, 1981: 35-44,

66-120, 276-282; Skinner, 1962: 139-142, 143-144).

Some m e m b e r s  of the C h in es e  secret s o c i e t i e s  were 

e n g a g e d  in robbery. It was r e p o r t e d  that bo th  Thai and
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C hi n es e  ci t iz e n s  who did not b e l o n g  to the so c i e t i e s  were 

a t t a c k e d  and ro bb e d  (NA 5, M50/1-4). A n c e s t o r s  of soine

Thepa raj  v i l l a g e r s  had to sell their land by the River 

and m o v e d  to Theparaj b e ca u s e they were r a i d e d  by the

A n g - Y e e  (Triads).
H owe ve r,  by the 1860s and 1870s a large numb er of

the C h i n e s e  f lo c k e d  to the B a n g k o k  r i c e - m i l l s  as the 

p r o d u c t i o n  of sugar c o l l a p s e d  w ith  the dr op in 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  demand. And by then, a n c e s t o r s  of the 

T he pa ra j v i l l a g e r s  who  had b ee n re s i d i n g  in the "sugar 

cane area" were said to be gr o w i n g  rice on a s m a l l - s c a l e  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h fruit, and the small surplus of bo th  were 

m a r k e t e d .

E v i d e n c e  of the c han ge s that were  ta k i n g  place 

b e f o r e  T h a i l a n d ' s  s ig n in g  tr e a ti e s  with the west n ega tes  

the vi ew of p r e - 1 8 5 5  T h a i l a n d  as a static " tr a d i t i o n a l  

socie ty"  lac k i ng  any int e r na l d yna mi cs  for d e v e l o p m e n t  

and the c o m p l e m e n t a r y  vi ew that it was only the 

s h a t t e r i n g  impact of c o l o n i a l i s m  that g e n e r a t e d  new 

forces of ch an ge in Thai society. However, such chan ges  

were at the same time c h e c k e d  by var i o us  factors, thus 

th eir i mpa ct ou gh t not be ex agg er a te d.  The li mi t e d

a mou nt  of mo n e y  in c i r c u l a t i o n  greatly r e s t r i c t e d  the 

fur th e r d e v e l o p m e n t  of trade, and the r e l a x a t i o n  of the 

corv ee s y s t em  was by no mean s j e o p a r d i z i n g  the basis of 

the s a k d i n a a  s oc i et y itself. A c c o r d i n g  to An c h al e e ,

Ev en t h ou g h the p hra i s y s t e m  of the e arl y B an g k o k  
p e r i o d  was i n e f f e c t i v e  to such an ex t en t  that 
c e r t a i n  of its rules r e q u i r e d  alt e ra t i on ,  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  the c ha nge s w h i c h  did take pl a c e  were
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a t t e m p t s  to m a i n t a i n  the ph rai sys t e m in e x is t e nc e  
(Anchalee, 1981: 219).

The r u l i ng  class c o n t i n u e d  to hol d on t e n a c i o u s l y  to the

m a n p o w e r  unde r their command, and te nd e d  to use the

corve e labour in the t r a d i t i o n a l  mann er . Wh i l e

i n c r e a s i n g l y  tax in g  p e o pl e  in money rather than in labour

service, the state still found it b e n e f i c i a l  to m a i n t a i n

its c on tr ol  over the m a n p o w e r  a lt ho u gh  this was b e c o m i n g

i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  as the ph rai be g an  to move about

to find new land to clear. C h ac h o e n g s a o ,  too, was faced

w ith  a d e p l e t i o n  in the num be r  of r e g i s t e r e d  c om m o ne r s

and in 18 67 -6 8 the go v er n o r of the p r o v i n c e  was or d e r e d

to try and br i n g  back those unde r his c o m p a n y  who had

fled and h i d d e n  in other areas and to b r i n g  those

u n t a t t o o e d  to B a n g k o k  to have their wr is ts  t a t t o o e d  (i.e.

to be r eg ist er ed)  (NA 5 M 1/62).

The ch a ng e s  d e s c r i b e d  above can thus be said to have

taken p la ce wh ere  the s a k d i n a a  r el a t io n s  still r e t a i n e d

their hold on the m a j o r i t y  of the co u nt r y 's  po p u la t i o n .

As So ms a k  J i a m t h i r a s a k u l  (1982: 152-155) has p o i n t e d

out, the ch an ges  that o c c u r r e d  in the e ar l y  Ba n g k o k

p e r i o d  t h r o u g h  the s u b s t a n t i a l  incr ea se in the c o u n tr y ' s

i n v o l v e m e n t  w ith  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade was la r ge l y  c o nf i n e d

to the spher e of d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  rather than in the sphere

of pr o d u c t i o n .  Ch a n g e s  that migh t have t a ke n  pl ace in

the la tt er  sphere, for instance, a h i g h e r  level of

t ec hn ol ogy , were  c o n f i n e d  among  the i n d u s t r i e s  that

i n v o l v e d  the C h i n e s e  ra t h er  than the Thai p o p u la t i on ,  
e.g. s ug a r - m i l l i n g ,  mining, shi p- bu i l di ng ,  wh il e the
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Thais c o n t i n u e d  to p r o d u c e  on the p r e - e x i s t i n g  level of 

p r o d u c t i v e  r e s o u r c e s  and tec hn olo gy.  The use of wage  

labour, too, was c o n f i n e d  a mo ng the C hi n e s e  wh ile  the 

Th ais c o n t i n u e d  to be s u b j e c t e d  under the f o r c e d  labour 

system. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  such ch ang es  w h i c h  also im p li e d  

some cap i ta l  i n v e s t m e n t  by cer t ai n  fr a c t i o n s  of the

r u l i ng  class (the king. some princes, no bl es  and the

w e a l t h y  Chinese) si g n i f i e s  that the l im i t e d  capital  

a c c u m u l a t i o n  in this p e r i o d  was int ernal to the Thai 

society. This n e c e s s a r e l y  di ff er s from the p ath  of 

d e v e l o p m e n t  that e m e r g e d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  w h i c h  was of a 

d e p e n d e n t  n at ure  and w h i c h  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  a l t e r e d  the

s t r u c t u r e  of r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  the p e a s a n t r y  and the

r u l i ng  class, and the social r e l a t io ns  of pr o du c t i o n .  

Such s t r u c t u r a l  ch an ge s w er e m a r k e d  by the si g n i n g  of 

u n e q u a l  t r e a t i e s  wi th  W e s t e r n  co lo ni al powers.
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CHAPTER 3

THE B IR TH  OF T H E P A R A J  AND T H A I L A N D ' S  I N C O R P O R A T I O N  INTO

THE W O RL D  EC O NO M Y

The m a r k e d  i nc rea se  in the co un try 's i n v o l v e m e n t  in 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade d u r i ng  the early Ba n g k o k  p e r i o d  was 

made p o s s i b l e  by the p r e s e n c e  of Chine se imm igr a nt s .  a 

g r e a te r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of the p o p u l a t i o n  in towns, and a 

l im i t e d  r e l a x a t i o n  of the corvee system. It in v o l v e d  a 

small sec t io n  of the p o p u l a t i o n  in p r o d u c t i o n  for the 

market. These ch a ng e s  set the scene for more f un d a m e n t a l  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  that was to take place from the latter 

half of the n i n e t e e n t h  ce ntu ry  onwards. U nd er the

p r e s s u r e  of the w e s t e r n  co l on i a l  powers, T h a i l a n d ' s  was 

i n c o r p o r a t e d  into the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n  of labour 

and this led to a p r o g r e s s i v e  b r e a k d o w n  of Th a il a n d ' s  

s u b s i s t e n c e  economy, wi th the m a jo r i t y  of the p o p u l a t i o n  

e s p e c i a l l y  in the Cen t r al  Re gio n b e c o m i n g  s p e c i a l i z e d  

p r o d u c e r s  of rice.

This ch ap t e r c o n s i de r s  the impact such 

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  had on the v i ll ag e  society of the Centra l  

Plain, and in p a r t i c u l a r  on the f i el d w or k  v i ll a g e in 

C h a c h o e n g s a o  in the p e r i o d  up to the turn of the century, 

as well as the st at e' s role in f a c i l i t a t i n g  the 

d e v e l o p m e n t  of c o m m o d i t y  pr od u c ti on ,  wh il e at the same 

time it was tr yi n g to asse rt a c e n t r a l i z e d  c o nt r ol  over 

the rural p o p u l at i on .
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A Ma j or  Br ea k in the Hi s t o r y

T h a i l a n d ' s  al re ad y  i n c r ea s i ng  i n v o l v e m e n t  in 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade g re atl y a c c e l e r a t e d  after the sign in g  

of the B o w r i n g  Trea ty w it h B ri t ai n  in 1855 and of 

s u b s e q u e n t  tre a ti e s  w ith  other co lonial powers , but this 

time it r e s u l t e d  in f u n d am e n ta l  c h an g e s bo th in 

T h a i l a n d ' s  p o s i t i o n  in the in t e r n a t i o n a l  b a l a n c e  of power 

and in the wh o l e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  st ru ctu re of the country. 

The tr e at i e s  m a r k e d  the legal i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of T h a i l a n d  

into the w o r l d  market, c e n t e r e d  on E u r o p e a n  i n t e re s ts  and 

laid down a d e p e n d e n t  pa th  for the s ub se q u e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  

of the society. The tre a ti e s  e s t a b l i s h e d

e x t r a t e r r i t o r i a l  rights for the W e s t e r n  countries'  

subjects, they set the import duties for n ear ly all 

c o m m o d i t i e s  at the n e g l i g i b l e  level of 3 per cent, export 

taxes w ere  bot h s i m p l i f i e d  and d r a m a t i c a l l y  reduced, the 

w e s t e r n  countries' sub j e ct s  were g r a n te d  the right of 

free trade in all po rt s (Ingram, 1971: 34-35). The

impact of these t r e at i e s was enormous. T h a i l a n d ' s  e c o n om y  

was to u n d e r g o  p r o f o u n d  s t r u ct u r al  changes in the years 

to come. The s t r u c t u r e  of r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  the 

p e a s a n t s  and the r uli ng classes, the social r e l a t i o n s  of 

p ro d u c t i o n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  the e c on o m i c  and po we r  

re l a t i o n s  w i t h i n  vi l l a g e  society, were f u n d a m e n t a l l y  

t r a n s f o r m e d  as a con s e qu e n ce .

Ap a r t  from r e p r e s e n t i n g  a s u b s ta n t ia l  s u r r e n d e r  of 

T h a i l a n d ' s  s o ve r ei g n ty ,  T h a i l a n d  was h e n c e f o r t h

t r a n s f o r m e d  into a source of raw ma t e r i a l  sup plies, a new 

i n v e s t m e n t  outlet, and a m a r k e t  for the c ol on i al  powers'
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m a n u f a c t u r e d  goods (Chatthip, 1981: 7). This led to

f u n d a m e n t a l  ch an ge s in the e co n om ic  s t r u c t u r e  of

T h a i l a n d ' s  so ci e t y w h i c h  had p r e v i o u s l y  b een  ba se d  on a 

more d i v e r s i f i e d  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  economy and r e s u l t e d  in 

an u n a v o i d a b l e  t r a n s i t i o n  to a c o m m o d i t y - p r o d u c i n g  

economy, al be i t al ong  a d i f f e r e n t  p at h  from the 

d e v e l o p m e n t s  that had ta ken p l ac e  w it h i n  the m e t r o p o l i t a n  

s oc i e t i e s  t h ems elv es .

The i n t e g r a t i o n  of Thai socie ty into the global

ec o n o m y  r e s u l t e d  in the cou n t ry ' s  p r o d u c t i o n  pa t t e r n

b e c o m i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  ge ar e d  to wa rd s i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ma r ke t  

con dit i on s .  In the case of Thailand, it t u rn e d  the 

cou nt r y into one w h i c h  was p r e d o m i n a t e d  by rice

m o n o c u l t u r e  wit h the s u b s e q u e n t  d e cl i ne  of local 

m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  The e x p a n s i o n  of rice p r o d u c t i o n  was 

m a i n l y  a re s p o n s e  to a hi gh de m a nd  from w e s t e r n  colon ie s 

in S o u t h e a s t  A si a as the e x p a n s i o n  of w e s t e r n  p l a n t a t i o n  

and m i n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  in these cou nt r ie s  p r o d u c e d  an 

i n c r e a s e d  d e ma n d  for rice to feed their im m i g r a n t  

labourer s. At the same time, T h a i l a n d  was also fo rc ed by 

the c o n d i t i o n s  of the tre at i es  to g u a r a n t e e  the 

i n v e s t m e n t  and trade of the co lo nia l po we r s  in T h a i l a n d ' s  

teak and tin. C o n c u r r e n t l y ,  cheap m a n u f a c t u r e d  imports  

from the c o lo n i a l  c o u n tr i e s be g a n to p ou r  into the

cou nt r y c o m p e t i n g  w it h the loca ll y m a n u f a c t u r e d  pro du cts .

The Ce nt r a l Plain, w h i c h  was the area w he re  the

impact of change  was most st ro ng ly felt, b e g a n  to

e x p e r i e n c e  a r ap id d e c li n e  in the local te xt ile  

p r o d u c t i o n  as the p e a s a n t s  there were now d e v o t i n g  more
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time to rice p r o d u c t i o n  and found it more p r o f i t a b l e  and 

c o n v e n i e n t  to buy i m po r t ed  co tt o n  p r o d u c t s  wi th the 

p r o c e e d s  from their p add y sales (Chatthip, 1981; 3-4).

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  "cot to n fields were p e r h ap s used for rice 

or a b a n d o n e d  in favour of land sui t a bl e  for rice" 

(Ingram, 1971: 36).

This also m e an s that m o ne y was co m in g  to play an 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p or t an t  role in the economy, and that the

p e a s a n t s  were b e c o m i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d e p e n d e n t  on the 

market. But the m a rk e t  where  the p r o du ct  was t r a d e d  was 

far th e r away from the village, and the gr e a t e r  the 

dista nce , the m or e e s s e n t i a l  beca me  the role of the 

i n t e r m e d i a r i e s .  Thes e t r a di ng  and m i d d l e m a n  fu n c ti o n s  

were p e r f o r m e d  by the Chinese, who were not r e s t r i c t e d  by 

the corv ee system, wh il e  w e s t e r n  m e r c h a n t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  

in trade la rg ely  at the w h o l e s a l e  level and the Thais 

p a r t i c i p a t e d  h a r d ly  at all.

The e x p a n d i n g  trade gave rise to new an d / or  gr ea ter  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  for cap i t al  a c c u m u l a t i o n  by c e r t a i n  groups 

w i t h i n  society. At a wi d e r  level we s t e r n  c a p i t a l  came to 

f ea tu re  p r o m i n e n t l y  in teak, tin industri es,  as w el l as 

in shipping, i m p o r t - e x p o r t  trade, a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o c e s s i n g  

and bank in g. A n d  a sec t io n  of the C h i n e s e  who a l rea dy  

be ca m e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  p o w e r f u l  from their  p o s i t i o n  as 

t a x - f a r m e r s  from their i n v o l v e m e n t  in the st a te ' s  tra d in g  

m o n o p o l i e s  in the p r e v i o u s  period, be ga n to take on the 

c o m p r a d o r e  role, " p r o v i d i n g  the e s s e n ti a l  link b e t w e e n  

the f o r e i g n e r s  and the local economy" (Hewison, 1981; 

396; Siriluk, 1981: 113-143), and also to e nt er into
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timbe r and tin pro c es s i ng ,  ti n-mining, banking, and 

g r a d u a l l y  to gain p r o m i n e n c e  over the c ou n t r y ' s  inte rn al  

trade. At the same time, the king and fac t i on s  of the 

ru li n g  class were  found to be c h a n n e l l i n g  r e s o u r c e s  into 

a n umb er of the new ent e rp r i se s,  often in c o l l u s i o n  with 

the w e a l t h y  Chinese, as wel l as to be t a ki n g on the roles

of m o n e y l e n d e r s / b a n k e r s  and la nd lo rds  (see Siriluk, 1981: 

84-92) .

As reg a r ds  the m a j o r i t y  of the p e a s a n t  pr od u c er s ,  

they r e s p o n d e d  to the e x p a n d i n g  ma r ke t  op po r t u n i t i e s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  to the large dem a nd  of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

m a r k e t  for rice, by i n t e n s i f y i n g  cu lti va t io n.  The e xt ent  

of the tr en d t owa rd s s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  in rice p r o d u c t i o n  

can be g a u g ed  from the vo lu me  of export. In 1890 only 

some 5% of the rice crop was exported, but by 1907 the 

p r o p o r t i o n  of the rice crop e x p o r t e d  had r is en to about 

50%, and at the same time the area p l a n t e d  in rice had 

ri sen  from about 5.8 m i l l i o n  rai in 1850 to 9.1 m i l l i o n  

rai by 1905/6. And yet the p o p u l a t i o n  rose from 5 or 6 

m i l l i o n  in 1850 to about 7.3 m i l l i o n  in 1900, w hi c h  mean t  

that the surpl us av a i l a b l e  for expor t grew s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

de sp i te  there be i n g  more m o ut h s  to feed. B e t w e e n  1855 

and 1934 the rice ex p or t s  i nc r e as e d  25 - f o l d  wh i l e the 

p o p u l a t i o n  r o ug hl y  d o u b l e d  (Ingram, 1971: 37-43).

And g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  this ex p a n s i o n  was c o n c e n t r a t e d  

in areas wh er e the c l e a r i n g  of new land co u l d  p r o c e e d  

most rapidly, that is, wh er e "the e x i s t i n g  ne t w o r k  of 

canals and strea ms  p r o v i d e d  cheap and c o n v e n i e n t  means 

for t r a n s p o r t i n g  rice and pa dd y to Bangkok, the ma jor
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port" (Ingram, 1971: 44), this mean t land in the

C en t ra l  Plain, e s p e c i a l l y  in the p r o x i m i t y  of Ayuthaya, 

and by the 1880s there r e m a i n e d  little u n c l a i m e d  land 

sui ta b le  for e x p a n s i o n  in the area, so p e o p l e  be ga n to 

move into ma rginal, less su it ab le d i s t r i c t s  (Johnston, 

1976: 36, 38-40).

B efo re  these f a r - r e a c h i n g  changes c oul d take place 

the p e a s a n t s  had first to be r e le a s ed  from the b ond s of 

the old s a k d i n a a system, in order that they mi gh t  

p a r t i c i p a t e  fully in the e x p a n d i n g  economy. "By 1905 all 

forms of sl ave ry  had b een  e l i m i n a t e d  and the corvee 

sy st e m  had be en  given up in favour of p ai d  labour" 

(Ingram, 1971: 58). By then, "the vast m a j o r i t y  of

ce ntr al  Thai s were no longer subject to c o n s c r i p t i o n  for 

corve e labour," as a m o n e t a r y  c ap i t a t i o n  tax was 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  p ai d  instead. This meant that a farmer 

could pl a nt  a larger crop w i t h o u t  feari ng  that he w oul d  

be c a ll e d  to g o v e r n m e n t a l  servi ce  before he co ul d h a rv e s t  

and m a r k e t  it and it also "r e qu ir e d him to have at least 

a m i n i m a l  am o un t of cash av a i l a b l e  and this in turn could 

be o b t a i n e d  only by p r o d u c i n g  a m a r k e t a b l e  su rp lu s . " To 

achi eve  this

many farme rs  m i g r a t e d  s u b s ta n t ia l  d i s t a n c e s  in 
se ar c h of open lands for cu lti va t io n ,  and the 
m i g r a t i o n  was made e as ier  by the a b o l i t i o n  of the 
corvee, w hi c h  had b een  an imp or t an t  ob s t a c l e  to 
g e o g r a p h i c a l  m obi lit y.  (Johnston, 1976: 24-25).

A d d e d  to this was the gr adu al  a b o l it io n  of slav ery  

b e g i n n i n g  in 1874 du r in g Rama V's reign, and m any  who had 

been freed  from their old bonds must have p a r t i c i p a t e d  in
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the e x p a n s i o n  of the rice economy. These a ct i on s  taken 

by the state to rele ase  the p o p u l a t i o n  from t r a di t i on a l  

r e s t r i c t i o n s  real ly  a m o u n t e d  to a gr ad ual  e l i m i n a t i o n  of 

righ ts over pers ons . F ro m  then on the po w e r  over the 

pe a s a n t s  was r e c o n s t i t u t e d  in the form of p r o p e r t y  rights 

over land. The ru l in g  classes' access to the surplus 

p r o d u c e d  by the p e a s a n t s  no longer d e p e n d e d  on the

o r g a n i z a t i o n  or e m p l o y m e n t  of direct  coe r c iv e  force. The 

p e a s a n t s  were now i n c r e a s i n g l y  s u b j ec t ed  to the eco n o mi c  

c oe r c io n  e x p e r i e n c e d  by those who beca me d i s p o s s e s s e d  and 

had to turn to l a n do w ne r s  for access to th eir me ans of 

l i v e l i h o o d  or to sell their labour power.

Mor eo v er ,  the state also e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  e n c o u r a g e d  

this trend. Rama IV d ec r e e d  that newly c l e a r e d  lands 

w ou l d be e x e m p t e d  from ta xa t i o n  and w ou l d  be a s s e s s e d  at 

r ed u ce d  rates du r in g  the initial years of c ul ti va tio n,  

w hil e R ama  V made further i n d u ce m e nt  by c h a r g i n g  no land 

tax on new lands for the first three years of c u l t i v a t i o n  

(Ingram, 1971: 76-77). A par t from this the state also

u n d e r t o o k  some pu bl ic  w ork s to assist the p r o d u c t i o n  of 

rice. Rama IV c o n t i n u e d  to ex pa n d  the s y s t e m  of canals 

in the C ent ral  Pl ain  for tr a n s p o r t  use and for the 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of f l o o d w a t e r s  over the pa ddy  fields and 

this c o n t i n u e d  into the r ei gn of Rama V. It is in the 

con te x t of T h a i l a n d ' s  r e sp o n se  to the g r o w i n g  wo rld  

d em a n d  for rice and the s u bs e q u e n t  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of the 

state and socie ty  that Theparaj, the v i l la g e  in 

C h a c h o e n g s a o  chose n for my fieldwork, came into 

e x i s t e n c e .
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The q u a l i t a t i v e l y  new em pha si s on the export 

o r i e n t a t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r e  in the s eco nd half of the 

n i n e t e e n t h  ce n tu r y  had r e s u l t e d  in a ra pi d e x p a n s i o n  of 

rice c u l t i v a t i o n  into the yo u n g  delta of the Chao Phraya 

River  basin, i.e. the lo w - l y i n g  flat part near the river 

mouth. The main c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the y ou n g  delta  are 

i t s 'low e l e v a t i o n  and m in i m a l  relief. This mean s that 

the v o l u me  of w ate r it re ce iv e s  from the u ppe r part of 

the river s y s t e m  is en o u g h  to s u b me r g e the land 

com pl e te l y , "in p l ac e s  g i v in g the illus io n that the sea 

has inv aded" (Takaya, 1978: 176). In the dry se a s on  the

e ffe ct  of the tide is mu ch  g r e at er  than that of the flow 

from upst re am.  The B a n g p a k o n g  River ca rr ie s  a

c o n s i d e r a b l e  vo lu m e  of wa te r even in the dry season 

a l t h o u g h  a b u n d a n t  w a t e r  is li mi te d to the im m ed i a te  

v i c i n i t y  of the river  and wa ter w a ys . At the end of the 

dry seas on many creeks and canals are al m os t  dry and 

pe op l e m us t find w at er by di g g i n g  large s h a l l o w  ponds 

(Takaya, 1978: 174-187).

B e f o re  the e x p a n s i o n  of rice c u l t i v a t i o n  was 

u nd er wa y, C h a c h o e n g s a o  pr ov inc e, wh i ch  is s i t u a t e d  in 

this y o u n g  delta, was s pa r se l y  po pulated. U n c l e a r e d  land 

p r e d o m i n a t e d  as can be seen from a t r a v e l l e r ' s  a c c o u n t  of 

a trip a lo ng  the B a n g p a k o n g  River, p u b l i s h e d  in 1859 and 

1860 (King, 1859: 365 and 1860: 178). A c c o r d i n g  to

King, large tract s of good land r e m a i n e d  un c u lt i v a t e d .  

C u l t i v a t i o n  was r e s t r i c t e d  to a strip of land on eith er  

bank  at first and then o c c u p i e d  only at in te rva ls , the 

i n h a b i t a n t s  were few and po or  and n o t h i n g  that coul d be
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ca ll e d a v i l la g e  was met wi th  until one ar r i v e d  at 

Pachin, w h i c h  was the g o v e r n o r ' s  residence.

Ho wever, in the s u bs e q u e n t  decades, C h a c h o e n g s a o  

p r o v i n c e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a r api d e xp a n s i o n  of r i c e l a n d  

r e c l a m a ti o n . A c c o r d i n g  to of fi ci a l  recor ds  on taxes on 

pa ddy  fields in 1895, pa dd y  fields in C h a c h o e n g s a o  
a m o u n t e d  to 136 , 232 rai and these i n c r e a s e d  to 172 , 450

r a i and 205 , 774 r a i in 1897 and 1898. The 1899 repo rt  

states that the area of land under rice c u l t i v a t i o n  in 

this year had i nc r e a s e d  from the p re v i o u s  year by 125,222  

rai (NA 5, M 50/1-4). To w ar d s  the secon d de ca d e of the 

t w e n t i e t h  ce ntu ry  the rate of e x p a n si o n  a pp ear s to have 

sl owe d down wh i c h  m igh t have been due to the effec t of 

the 1905 -12  r e c e s s i o n  (Johnston, 1976: 102). By 1912

the area p l a n t e d  with rice a m o u n t e d  to 52 5, 60 9 rai (NA 6, 

Ag. 13/747).

As re ga r d s the p r o v i n c e ' s  p o pu l at i o n,  from the 

li mit ed  m a t e r i a l s  that I have been able to ex amine, the 

fo l l o w i n g  table can be compiled:

No. of H o u s e h o l d s

1897 7 ,750

1899 12 , 794

1901 21 , 118

1911 35,770

1912 35,801

(NA 5, M 50/1-4; NA 5, M 2, 14/3; NA 6,

The numb er of o ff i c i a l s  in cre as e d wi th the g r ow i ng  

p o p ul a t io n.  in 1897 it was r e p o r t e d  that there  were 34
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s u b d i s t r i c t  he a d m e n  (10 of w h o m  were Chinese) and 280 

v i l l ag e  headmen. By 1901 the numb ers  of the former

i n c r e a s e d  to 96 w hi l e  the latter nu m b e r e d  1,183 in the 

same year (NA 5, M 50/1-4)*

The 1897 repo rt wh ic h  c o n ta i n ed  the p o p u l a t i o n  

figure also no t e d that half of the 7,750 h o u s e h o l d s  were 

Chinese. The C h i ne se  p o p u l a t i o n  must have been of 

s i g n i f i c a n c e  then since the repo rt  s p e c i f i c a l l y  stat ed  

that among the 34 s u b - d i s t r i c t  hea d m en  (k a m n a n ) in the 

pr ov i n ce ,  10 were Chinese, and that there were  4 Ch in es e 

temp les  in e x i s t e n c e  (NA 5, M 50/4). Later, the Ch i ne s e  

p o p u l a t i o n  seems to have declined, for in 1912 while  the 

Thai p o p u l a t i o n  n u m b e r e d  75,746 there were 15,702 

Chinese. The p r e s e n c e  of a large number of the C hi nes e  

in the p r o v i n c e  was large ly  due to the p r o s p e r i n g  sugar 

in du s t ry  in the early B a n g k o k  p e ri o d  as has been 

d e s c r i b e d  earlier. The de c li ne  in the Ch i n e s e  p o p u l a t i o n  

mi ght  have be en  due pa rt l y to the su b s e q u e n t  d e cl i ne  of 

the sugar b u s i n e s s  as well, p a r t i c u l a r l y  after  the 1870s, 

w hen  the Ch i n e s e  m o v e d  to B a n g k o k  to find w or k  in rice 

mills there. Th ose who r e m a i n e d  in C h a c h o e n g s a o  mi ght 

have b e en  e n g a g e d  in trade or h ir ed by the few rice mills 

in the area. A c c o r d i n g  to Child 's a c c o u n t  of 1892

(Child, 1892: 145-146), there were then 25 steam rice

mill s in B a n g k o k  and 3 in C h ac ho e ng s a o.  Ap ar t  from the 

Chinese, other ethnic  m i n o r i t i e s  in the p r o v i n c e  were the 

Khmers, the Mons and the \- Malays.

In the c l os i ng  deca de s of the n i n e t e e n t h  ce nt u r y it 

was r e p o r t e d  that the m a j o r i t y  of the pe o p le  were en g a g e d
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in the c u l t i v a t i o n  of rice w hi le other p r o d u c t s  p l a n t e d  

w ere  b ete l nut, coconut, fruits, v e g et a b le s .  Rice was 

p l a n t e d  on the we st  bank of the B a n g p a k o n g  River

(Theparaj is on this side of the r i v e r ) , w hi le fruit 

o r c h a r d s  were m a i n ly  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on the east ba nk  ( f r o m  

wh ere  a nu mbe r of the a n c e s to r s  of the p e o pl e  of Theparaj

came)0- It is stat ed  in the rep o r ts  that the

pr o v i n c e  "ex por ted " to other  areas of the c o un t r y rice, 

be tel  nut, fish, sugar, some fruits, teak, and "import ed"  

such p r o d u c t s  as p r e s e r v e d  v e g e t a b l e s / f r u i t s ,  brass 

pr odu ct s, cattle, crockery, cloth. One r ep ort  m e n t i o n e d  

that not a great deal of h a n d i c r a f t s  existed. A number 

of pe op le  were  e n g a g e d  in cloth, mat and b a s k e t - w e a v i n g ,  

m a k i n g  carts and roof t h a t c h i n g  but these p r o d u c t s  were 

only tr ad ed to a very l im i te d  extent  and sh o r t a g e s  in

th em  s om e t i m e s  o c c u r r e d  (NA 5, M 50/1-4).

This o c c u p a t i o n  p a t t e r n  c o n t i n u e d  into the ope n i ng  

de ca d es  of the t w e n t i e t h  century. In 1913 there was a 

d e t a i l e d  re po r t on the nu mb er  of C h a c h o e n g s a o  peopl e  

en g a g e d  in v a r io u s  occ u p at i o ns . Out of the total 

p o p u l a t i o n  of 104,872 it was r e p o r t e d  that 40,956 were in 

r i c e - c u l t i v a t i o n ,  12,523 in fishing, 7,476 in c o m m e r c i a l  

act ivi t ie s ,  5,191 in wage  labour, 3,885 in fruit and 

v e g et a b le  cul ti v at i o n,  2,245 in cash cro pping, 510 in 

rice t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  440 in rent collect in g, 380 in 

g o v e r n m e n t  emp l o ym e n t,  342 in tax 2 76 in m a t - w e av i n g,

This could p o s s i b l y  refer to tax- fa rmi ng.
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353 in wea ving, 97 in s a w - m i l l i n g  and 63 in r i c e - m i l l i n g  

(NA 6, M2 3/1) .

T r a d i n g  was r e p o r t e d  to be very brisk  and one report 

r e m a r k e d  that in 1896 there were s t e a m - b o a t s  that car r i ed  

goods and pe o pl e  b e t w e n  B a n g k o k  and P r a c h i n b u r i  6 times a 

day d e sp i te  the high r u nn i ng  cost (NA 5, M 50/1-4). By 

1913 there were 19 s t e a m - b o a t s  and 1,269 cargo boats 

o p e r a t i n g  in C h a c h o e n g s a o .

The E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of The paraj

The area in C h a c h o e n g s a o  where Th epa ra j was to be 

s i t u a t e d  was still u n c u l t i v a t e d  be fo re  the 1870s. In 

order  to open up the. vast expan se  of this land to 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  cu lt iv a ti o n , trunk canals were needed. Such 

canals w ou l d  then serve the d o ubl e i r r i g a t i o n  p u r p o s e  of 

c a r r y i n g  w at e r  on to the fields from the B a n g p a k o n g  

River, wh i l e  at the he ig ht  of the rainy se aso n they w ou ld  

d i s c h a r g e  into the Ri ver d r ai n a g e  w ate r from the 

c u l t i v a t e d  area (NA: A g ., Van der H e i d e ’s m o n t h l y  report, 

1902), and the canals w o u l d  also serve as an i m po r t an t  

means  of c o n v e y i n g  c o m m e r c i a l  goods.

In the 1870s the state b e g a n  to adopt p o l i c i e s  for 

the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of r i c e l a n d  that h i n g e d  on the 

e x c a v a t i o n  of canals. It also a d o p t e d  a v ig oro us

p r o g r a m m e  of canal m ai n t e n a n c e .  In the 1870s and 1880s a
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nu mb e r of land e s t a b l i s h m e n t  p r o j e c t s  we r e then 

u n d e r t a k e n  both by the g o v e r n m e n t  and by pr i v a t e  

e n t r e p r e n e u r s  (Tanabe, 1978: 58-67).

P r a w e t b u r i r o m  Canal, on wh o s e ba nks Th ep ar aj was 

built, was e x c a v a t e d  in the late 1870s. It was the first 

canal p r o j e c t  un der  the 1877 R e g u l a t i o n  on Canal 

E x c a v a t i o n  wh i c h  s t i p u l a t e d  that the cost of the 

e x c a v a t i o n  was to be b orn e by i n d i v i du a l s o c c u p y i n g  the 

land and wo u l d  be in p r o p o r - t i o n  to the value  of the land 

occupied. F u r t h er m or e ,  to e n c o u r ag e  l a n d - c l e a r a n c e  by 

the pe as an ts,  the v a l i d i t y  of the traa jong (title deeds) 

was e x t e n d e d  from three to five years and c ul t i v a t o r s  

w o u l d  be e x e m p t e d  from r i c e l a n d  tax or ga rd en  tax for 

three years. But if the land was not made  p r o d u c t i v e  

w i t h i n  three years, the g o v e r n m e n t  r e s e r v e d  the right to 

r ev ok e it (Tanabe, 1978: 63).

P r a w e t b u r i r o m  Canal, c o l l o q u i a l l y  kn own  as "Khlong 

Prawet", was c o m p l e t e d  in 1880 and ran from the end of 

Phra K h a n o n g  Canal, south of Bangkok, e a s t w a r d  to join 

B a n g p a k o n g  River south of C h a c h o en gs a o,  for a d i s t a n c e  of 

46 ki l om e t re s .  Lan d alon g its ba nks was sold at

0. 5 0 - 1 . 5 0  baht per rai (Johnston, 1976: 49-51). The

nu mbe r of pe op l e a p p l y i n g  for it and who were also 

p r e p a r e d  to c o n t r i b u t e  to wa r d s the e x c a v a t i o n  cost was so 

great that there was not en o ug h  land to d i s t r i b u t e  and it 

was d e c i d e d  to cross the ma in canal w it h four small 

feeder canals. Wh en  land be s i d e  the new ca na ls had all 

b een  claimed, fur t he r  canal dig g in gs  were u n d e r t a k e n  in 

n e i g h b o u r i n g  areas (NA 5 , ■ Ag 4, 67/1800; J oh nst on , 1976:
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51,67). In the e x c a v a t i o n  of these ca na ls  Chines e  

l a b o ur e rs  were h i re d  - yet an o th e r  sign that the corvee 

s ys t e m  was b ein g given up in favour of pa id labour. Part 

of the wage pa id  to these C hi n es e  lab o u re r s  was op i u m  (NA 

5, Ag 4 , 67/1800).

The s c r a mb l e  for land, t og e t he r  w ith  a poorl y  

a d m i n i s t e r e d  s y st e m of land re gis t r at i o n,  led to num er o us  

and se ri o u s land d is p u t e s  in the area. An o f f ic i a l

o b s e r v e d  in 1898 that along P r a w e t b u r i r o m  Cana l "the

u t t e r m o s t  c o n f u s i o n  reigns, there is a d is p u te  about 

a lmo st  every h o l d i n g . . . "  On a single p lo t of land

d i f f e r e n t  c l a i m a n t s  m i gh t  p os s e ss  land tax re c e i p t s  or 

c e r t i f i c a t e s  issued  by d i f f e r e n t  assessors. "The n at ura l  

seque l is a d i sp u te  wh i c h  e v e n t u a l l y  ends in the land 

be in g  for c i bl y  w o r k e d  by the st ro ng e r or more in f l u e n t i a l  

pa rty  to the d i s pu te . " (NA 5, Ag 4/1794).

T hes e fierce land d i sp u t es  were r e l a t e d  to the 

gene ral  e c o n o m i c  e x p a n s i o n  of the time, e s p e c i a l l y  in the

b oo m  p e r i o d  of the 1890s. The u n d e r l y i n g  caus e of the

p r o b l e m  was the fact that "for the first time land was

taki ng on real value as a co m m o d i t y  n e c e s s a r y  for the 

p r o d u c t i o n  of a m a r k e t a b l e  rice surplus." L an d pr ic es  

so ar e d at the turn of the ce n tu r y  from one b ah t per rai 

in 1880 to 37.50 bah t in 1904 (Johnston, 1976: 121).

The E arly D e c ad es  of Theparaj

P r a w e t b u r i r o m  Canal was co m p l e t e d  in 1880, and 

soon after, Th eparaj was es ta bl i s he d .  Old p e o p l e  recall 

how their a n c e s t o r s  d e s c r i b e d  it that to in s p e c t  the
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land one had to st and up on the back of a b u ffa lo , as the 

area was c o v e re d  w it h  tall jungle grasses, h ed ges  and 

thick bushes. The w o o d l a n d s  were full of w i l d  animals 

such as deer and snakes.

U n l i ke  the p i o n e e r s  of B ang  Chan and B a n g k h u a d  who 

were d i s p l a c e d  fa mi li e s  from B a n gk o k  (Sharp et al, 1953: 

23? Hanks, 1972: 74-75, 94? Kaufman, 1976: 14-15), the

first se tt le r s  of Thep ara j c o n s i s t e d  of f a m i l i e s  who 

m i g r a t e d  from areas along the B a n g p a k o n g  River or 

t h e r e a b ou t s . They te n de d  to come in groups, each group 

c o m p r i s i n g  f a m il i e s of r e l a t e d  ki n sm e n  who had p r e v i o u s l y  

b een  r e s i d i n g  in the same village. E l d e r l y  v i l l a g e r s

recall the stori es  told to them by their p a r e n t s  and

g r a n d p a r e n t s  that wh en their anc es t or s were l iv ing  by the 

banks of the B a n g p a k o n g  River, they had b een  gro w in g  

fruit for sale, such as sugar cane, betel nuts, c o co 

nuts, etc., wh i l e  at the same time they w o u l d  also

c u l t iv a t e rice for their own co n sum pt io n. By the time 

they mo v e d  to Thepa raj  the pe op l e  were a l r e ad y f a mil iar  

wi th p r o d u c t i o n  for the market. Fr om  the time they

s ett le d in their new homes the people  had t u rn e d  

t h e m s e l v e s  into c u l t i v a t o r s  s p e c i a l i s i n g  in rice 

p r o d u c t i o n  to the e x c l u s i o n  of all other crops.

The first few y ear s of land c le a r a n c e  were the 

toughest, with only hand tools av ailable. The dense

jungle grass and b ru sh were cut with stout knives, left 

to dry and then burnt. The c l ea r ed  p a t c h e s  c oul d then be 

p l a n t e d  w i t h  rice. The p io ne e rs  were f ace d w it h

n um e ro u s  nat u r al  hazards. The young  d el ta has been
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d e s c r i b e d  as h a v i n g  "e xt r em e l y d i f f i cu l t  c o n d i t i o n s  for 

human  exi st en c e , c o n d i t i o n s  which, at t he ir most 

di ffi c u lt ,  me an that life is i mp oss ib le"  (Takaya, 1978: 

187). The land is c o m p l e t e l y  co v er e d  wi th w a t e r  in the 

rainy season, f o l l o w e d  by d r o u g h t  in the dry season. 

However, du r in g  the dry season, when  the w a t e r  level is 

a f f e c t e d  more by the tide, the canal wa t er  b e co m e s  

saline. At that time in some ye ars wh en  there was little 

annua l ra infall, the wa te r from the m a in  riv e rs  wo u l d  

flow swi f tl y  into the sea wit h little r e m a i n i n g  in the 

fields, r e s u l t i n g  in the d e s t r u c t i o n  of the wh o l e  crops. 

S om e t i m e s  the s e e d li n gs  had to be r e s o wn  r e p e a t e d l y  

b e c a u s e  thos e p l a n t e d  p r e v i o u s l y  failed to g ro w for lack 

of water. This f r e q u e n t l y  led many pe op le to reques t  

p e r m i s s i o n  from the g o v e r n o r  to b uil d small t e m p or a r y  

dams ac ro ss the Canal in order that wa te r  mi gh t  be 

r e t a i n e d  to feed the plants. In some years  orders  even 

came from the M i n i s t e r  of A g r i c u l t u r e  h i m s el f  r e q u i r i n g  

the g o v e r n o r  to co n s c r i p t  the citizens' labour an d/ o r the 

labour of some ph r a i  to bu il d  the t e m p o r a r y  dams if 

r a i n f a l l  h a p p e n e d  to pr o v e in a d eq u a te  (NA 5, K 9.3/1, 

1891 and 1892? N A 5 , K 9.3/12, 1903). In some ye ars  crops

fa ile d b e c a u s e  too much rai nf a ll  d r ow n ed  them. An d apart 

from the u n s t a b l e  w at er  supply, the canal i t sel f often 

si lte d up, r e n d e r i n g  b oth  the c u l t i v a t i o n  and the ge ne ra l  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d i f f i c u l t  (NA 5, K 9.3/19, 1908? NA 5, Ag

4/1799, 1898). There were o c c a si o n s when swar ms of rats

d e s c e n d e d  on the r i p e n i n g  plants. More c omm on a tta ck s 

came from bi rd s and weeds. At times th ese pr o bl e m s
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p r o v e d  too m uch  for some who chose to a b a nd on  their 

h o l d i n g s  and mi g r a t e  e ls ewh er e.  In 1898 it was re po r te d  

that a nu m be r  of p e o p le  m o v e d  out of the P r a w e t  Canal 

area to the Ra n g si t  area (NA 5, Ag 4/1799, 1898) .

The c u l t i v a t i o n  of rice in these early ye ars  relie d  

very m uch  on the rains w h i c h  wo ul d g r a d u a l l y  fill the 

canals, but ab u nd a n t  wa ter  was li mi ted  to the i mm edi ate  

v i c i n i t y  of the w a t e r wa y s . The fields fur th e r away from 

the w a t e r  sourc e n e e d e d  to be fed thro ugh  the di t c h e s  dug 

at right  angl es  to the canals. For this r ea son

t r a n s p l a n t i n g  was r e s t r i c t e d  to the fields that were near 

to the sourc e of irri ga tio n, whil e fields that had no 

acc ess  to i r r i g a t i o n  were bro ad c as t .  In thes e early 

years, only a few miles from the v il lag e lay vast tract s  

of land that we re u n o w n e d  and u n c l a i m e d  due to their 

i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y .

The fa rm er s in this area, unlike their c o u n t e r p a r t s  

in the up per delta, had to rely on some m ea ns to draw 

water up from the canal, since the area was very flat and 

the lack of re li e f p r e c l u d e d  water  b e i n g  draw n by 

gravity. In these first years their w a t e r - d r a w i n g  

devic es c o n s i s t e d  m a i n l y  of the h a n d - o p e r a t e d  

w a t e r - s c o o p s  (ch a n g l o n g ) , more f r e qu e n tl y  use d in the 

s e e d l i n g  nu r s e r y  beds w he r e  p a r t i c u l a r  care and reg u l ar  

supply of wa t e r was re qu ired, and the f o o t - o p e r a t e d  

tr ea d l e p um ps (j ak t h e e p ) , wh i c h c o n s t i t u t e d  the mean s of 

fee di n g w a te r  to the t r a n s p l a n t e d  fields. The jak theep 

was a l a b o u r - i n t e n s i v e  dev ic e  and m e m b e r s  of the 

h o u s e h o l d  had to take turns to p e r f o r m  this t e d i ou s  task.
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"A turn la st e d  as long as it took to burn one ince ns e  

stick," I was told. Mor eo ve r ,  it co uld only be w o r k e d  

when there was a s u f f i c i e n t  level of w ate r in the canal, 

o t h e r w i s e  its p r o p e l l e r s  w o u l d  not be subme rg ed . This 

l im i t ed  c ap a c i t y  thus p r o v e d  r e s t r i c t i v e  to the a m oun t of 

w ate r that co uld be drawn. C o ns e q ue nt l y,  t r a n s p l a n t i n g  

could only be p r a c t i s e d  on the land lying close to the

canal while fields that were s i tu a t e d  fur th e r i nl and  had

to be br oad c a st .

Ap ar t  from these w a t e r - d r a w i n g  de vices, other 

p r i n c i p a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  of p r o d u c t i o n  were: w o o d e n  plo u g hs

wi th m eta l shares, w oo d e n  harrows, sickles, knives, 

mo r t a r s  and p e s tl e s  for p o u n d i n g  the paddy, b a s k et s  and

b u f f al o e s.  The d ra u g ht  an ima ls  were b o u g h t  from the

n o r t h e a s t e r n e r s  who w o u l d  h er d them down to be sold every 

year (see also Johns to n,  1976: 227-228). As for other

farm im pl eme nt s,  the p e op l e  still made a lot of these 

t h e m s e l v e s  e xc ept  for such things as me tal  goods wh ich  

were b o u g h t  from those who came in their  bo at s from

pl ac e s  wh e re  these p r o d u c t s  were made.

As reg a r ds  land, one of the most i m p o r t a n t  factors 

of p r o d u c t i o n  the pi on eer s, as has a l r e a d y  been  

m e n t io n e d,  sold their h o ld i n g s  near the R ive r and bo u g ht  

land al o n g the Pr a w e t  Canal at 0.50-1 .50 baht per rai and 

they also c o n t r i b u t e d  to the cost of the canal

exc av a ti o n .  Once on the land, the pioneers ha d to try to 

clear and s u b s e q u e n t l y  c u l t i v a t e  as mu ch  land as they 

c oul d in order to c o n f i r m  their rights over it. In the 

1880s w he n land d is p u te s  abounded, and wh e n  land
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c e r t i f i c a t e s  had not yet been is su ed for the 

n e w l y - c l a i m e d  plots, a way to ensure one's right was to 

put the land into cul t i va t i on ,  to pay tax on it, and to 

use the land tax c e r t i f i c a t e s  as proof of ownership.  

D u r i n g  these ye a rs  when cases were b r o u g h t  to court, it 

was r e c o r d e d  that the court rule d that the h o l d e r s  of 

land tax c e r t i f i c a t e s  were the right ful  o wne rs and it was 

not until 1898, when land o w n e r s h i p  be ca m e  more clear ly  

de fined, that a land r e g i s t e r  map was a t t a c h e d  to the 

land c e r t i f i c a t e  (Tomosugi, 1980: 121-122).

The am ou nt  of land a p i o n e e r i n g  h o u s e h o l d  could 

clear d e p e n d e d  very m uc h on the amount of labou r it had 

at its di sposal. The m a j o r i t y  relie d on the labour of 

their own famil y m e mb e r s but a number of h o u s e h o l d s  made 

use of the t h a a t 1s labour. D e sp i te  the fact that the 

gra du a l m a n u m i s s i o n  of sl av e r y was p r o c l a i m e d  in 1874 

(Suvit, 1978: 190), thaat  labour co n t i n u e d  to be used in

Theparaj until the end of the century. A few h o u s e h o l d s  

mi gh t  have had a nu mb e r  of thaat befo re  they m o v e d  to 

their new land. O th ers  did not but they were w e l l - o f f  

e no u g h  to take over t h a a t s 1 debts and thus t r a ns f e r  

fam il i e s of th aat from ot her people, w h i c h  to some 

s i g n i f i e d  their  r e l a t i v e l y  s u c ce s sf u l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in 

the m a r k e t  e c o n om y pr i o r to their m i g r a t i o n  to 

T h e p a r a j . Some h o u s e h o l d s  m a n a g e d  to ac qui re  th eir thaat 

t hr o u gh  r e a c t i v a t i n g  their co n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  c er tai n  

of f i c i a l s  who w o u l d  ob ta i n  p r i s o n e r s  for t h e m  to use as 

their t h a a t . A few of the thaat were of L a o t i a n  origins, 

p o s s i b l y  the d e s c e n d e n t s  of war captives.
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A c c o r d i n g  to the e l de r l y villager s, in order to 

clear 100 rai of land, 6-8 pe op l e  were n e e d e d  and a 

h o u s e h o l d  r e ly i n g solely on its family labo ur  mi g h t  be 

e x p e c t e d  to have  ar ou nd 100 rai of land. On the other 

hand, a h o u s e h o l d  w i t h  2-3 families of thaat at its 

c om m a n d  was said to be able to clear and cl a im  over 300 

rai of land.

L an d  c l e a r a n c e  and se t t l e m e n t  proceeded fast and by 

the m i d - 1 8 8 0 s  "much of the land along P r a w e t b u r i r o m  Canal 

was a l r ea d y  cl e a r e d  for c ul t i v a t i o n "  (Johnston, 1976: 

100) a l t h o u g h  there mi gh t still have been p a t c h e s  of land 

b ei n g  left fa ll o w  for lack of m a n p o w e r  to c u l t i v a t e  them.

The few h o u s e h o l d s  w hi ch had a c qu i r e d  over 300 rai 

of land c ou ld thus run short of m a n p o w e r  to c u l t i v a t e  all 

of it, p o s s i b l y  b e ca u se  some of the thaat m i gh t  have 

fled. As a result, the land over and above the amou nt  

w hi c h  their m a n p o w e r  could c u l t iv a t e mi gh t be re n te d  out 

to tenants, but these we re  very few in nu mb er  since new 

land was still a v a i l a b l e  to be c l ear ed  and since the 

tenants, faced wi th  the u n s t a b l e  c o nd i ti o n s of the area, 

t end ed  to move else wh ere , p a r t i c u l a r l y  w he n the R an gsi t  

area ha d been op e n ed  up in the late 1880s wher e  

c u l t i v a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  were  better.

The m a j o r i t y  of the h o u s e h o l d s  could thus be called 

o w n e r - c u l t i v a t o r s . T hos e who re l ie d on th eir own

families' labour mi gh t  be c u l t i v a t i n g  80-12 0 rai of land, 

d e p e n d i n g  on the size of the househod s.  T ho se who

c o m m a n d e d  a few fam il i es  of thaat could be c u l t i v a t i n g  

300-400 rai of land. Howev er,  there a p p e a r e d  to be one
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h o u s e h o l d  that was ow nin g sever al h u n d re d  rai of land.
2This was a h o u s e h o l d  of the first K h w a e n g  of Theparaj, 

K h w a en g  Klan.

K h w a e n g  Klan ga in ed  o w n e r s h i p  over a lot of land 

b e c a us e  while  in office he ma n a g e d  to obta in the offic ia l  

p e r m i s s i o n  to dig two feeder canals leading from Prawet 

Canal wh ich  are still known by his name. He was thus 

able to c la im the n e w l y - o p e n e d  up land along these 

canals. It was said that K h w a e n g  Klan used the mo ne y he 

had h a n d s o m e l y  won from g a m b l i n g  to hire p e op le  (Thais) 

to e x ca v a te  the feeder canals. By u n d e r t a k i n g  such 

c a n a l - e x c a v a t i o n  proje ct s,  K h w a e n g  Klan u n d o u b t e d l y  was

able to make huge p ro f i t s  by sale of the land along the

canals to the p ea sa n t s  wh ile the land he c l ea r e d for

h i m s el f  could also be re nt e d out. The fact that the

state g r a d u a l l y  r e l e g a t e d  such publ ic  wo rk s  as canal 

e x c a v a t i o n  to p r i v a t e  in d iv i d ua ls  in c l u d i n g  royalty, 

nobles, offi ci als , and companies, c r ea t e d a han d s om e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  for them and for l o c a l l y - b a s e d  p e o p l e  like 

K h w a e n g  Klan, wi th  his se m i - o f f i c i a l  po si ti on,  to 

a c c u m u l a t e  land, e s p e c i a l l y  w he re wa ter  re s o u r c e s  were 

good and to earn p r ofi t from land-re nti ng .

K h w a e n g , st ri ct l y  speaking, means distr ic t,  while 
a d is t ri c t  of fic er  is calle d muen k h w a e n g , al th ou g h  
people  us u a l l y  refer to d i s t r i c t - o f f i c e r s  in the old days 
simply as "k h w a e n g " rather  than as "muen khwa en g".
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However, the p e r i o d  be fo re  1900 was also w i t n e s s i n g  

an oth er  type of tenant, i.e. those re nt i n g royal ri c e l a n d  

or naa l u a n g . The naa l u a n g , wh ic h was owne d by the king 

and c u l t i v a t e d  by phrai l u a n g , gr ea tl y i n c r e a s e d  in Rama 

V's reign d u ri n g  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of the d el ta canal 

system. The or ig in s of n a a - l u a n g  in d i f f e r e n t  areas 

mi ght  have v a r i ed  (see Tanabe, 1978: 67-82), but what

h a p p e n e d  in Th eparaj see m e d to c o n s t i t u t e  a n o th e r  

pe cu l i a r  case. A c c o r d i n g  to elder ly  village rs , the land 

p r e s e n t l y  kn ow n as naa luang once b e l o n g e d  to pr i va t e  

i n d i v i d u a l s  who m i g r a t e d  to Theparaj to settle. They 

de ci d ed  to sell their land to the go v e r n m e n t  when news 

sp rea d to the area that a railwa y line was to be 

c o n s t r u c t e d  t h r o u g h  their land. Hence, it was fear of 

ou tr i g h t  land r e q u i s i t i o n  by the state that led a number 

of h o u s e h o l d s  in the vi l la g e  to sell off their land 

hastily, the total am ou nt of wh ich was 507 rai out of 

over 3,000 rai of land in vi ll ag e  no. 2. (The total 

amount of naa luang in the whol e of t amb on Thep ar aj was 

960 rai in a l l ) . Since then these h o u s e h o l d s  who had 

staye d on had been c u l t i v a t i n g  the same pl ot s but in a 

new c ap a c i t y  i.e. as tenants. This a c co u n t of the 

v i l l a g e r s  c o r r o b o r a t e s  w it h  the w r i t t e n  rec o r ds  of 

p e t i t i o n s  that were s u b m i t t e d  by a numbe r of C h a c h o e n g s a o  

farmers to the go v e r n o r  of the pr ov in c e in 1907, st at in g  

that they sold their land to the state in 1892 when they 

hear d about news of the comin g railway. In their

pet iti o ns ,  the farmers were r e q u e s t i n g  to buy b ac k their
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land since it now t r a n s p i r e d  that the r a il w ay  did not

take that route. U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  on this issue the
3g ov e r n o r  of the m o n t h o n  was of the o pi ni o n that this 

land had a p p r e c i a t e d  a lot in value and the p e t i t i o n e r s  

were tr yi n g to seek a p r of i t  from the offer to ob t a i n  the 

land at the old price. The p e t i t i o n  was t h e r e f o r e  tu rne d  

down (NA 5, P e t i t i o n s  Vols 19, 21). The p e a s a n t s  thus

r e m a i n e d  te na nts  on the royal r i ce l a nd  and ha d to pay the 

rent to the state via the naay k o n g , the agent who was 

c h a r ge d  by the state w i th  the c o l l e c t i o n  of rent. The 

naay k on g r e s p o n s i b l e  for the naa luang in Thepa raj  did 

not seem to be local residents.

A l t h o u g h  all the land in the area had be e n claimed, 

The par aj  then was still spa rs e ly  popu lat ed . The 

s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  was such that ho us es of

c l o s e l y - r e l a t e d  k i ns m en  wo u l d  be found c l u s t e r e d  t og et her  

on the banks of the canal. Be h i nd  the ho u s e s  lay the 

s t r e t c he s of land that they culti va ted . E ld e r l y  peopl e  

say that these clu s t er s  of houses were s c a t t e r e d  at 

c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e s  from one another, not u nl ike  the

m o n t h o n  or a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  region, s om e t i m e s  called 
’'circle". The c re a ti on  of m o n th o n s in the 1890s by 
P rin ce  D a m r o n g  was part of the ove r a ll  att e m pt  to 
r e o r g a n i z e  and ce n t r a l i z e  the whol e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
system. S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  were a p p o i n t e d  and 
sent to head v a r i ou s m o n t h o n s , each of w h i c h  c o n t a i n e d  a 
number  of pr ov i n ce s .  They thus u nit ed the cent re with 
p r o v i n c e s  and towns and p r o v i n c i a l  go v e r n o r s  wh o h i t h e r t o  
had e n j o y e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a u to n o my  in their p r o v i nc e s  
be ga n  to be p l a c e d  under the di re ct  a u t h o r i t y  and 
s u p e r v i s i o n  of the ce nt ra l g o v e rn me n t o f f i c i a l s  in the 
p e r s on s  of the s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  co mm i s si o n er s .  See Siffin, 
1966: 69-78; Tej, 1977: 99-125.
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s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  of the Rangs it  area (see Johnston, 

1976: 117) .

As reg a rd s  the h o us eho ld s' access to labour, the 

m a j o r i t y  were r el y i ng  on their own famil y labour to 

c u l t iv a te  the land, but a small number of h o u s e h o l d s  were 

us i n g  the labour of their t h a a t . Hence, a l t h o u g h  one 

could w i t n e s s  the a s c e n d e n c e  of c o m m o d i t y  p r o d u c t i o n  

du ri n g the latter half of the n i n e t e e n t h  century, the old 

v e s t i g e s  of the sa kd in a a sy st e m still r e m a i n e d  and its 

form of f o rc e d labour was ex p l o i t e d  in the c o l o n i z a t i o n  

of this f ro n t i e r  region  in order to take a d v a n t a g e  of the 

new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o pen ed  up by re la tio ns  w it h the market.

N u m e r o u s  stori es were r ec o u n t e d  about the ha rs h  

t re a t m e n t  that a lot of the thaat had to endure. They 

were o rd e r e d  to p e r f o r m  every kind of task b oth  in the 

rice fields and a ro und  the house. They had to go around 

e x c h a n g i n g  labour with  other ho u s e h o l d s  on their m a s t e r s ’ 

behalf. And the m a nn er  in wh i c h they were  tr e a t e d  was 

not mu ch  d i f f e r e n t  from the tre a t me nt  that p r i s o n e r s  

rec eived. The naay were at liberty to beat and wh ip the 

slaves. The latter were ch a i n e d  most of the time in case 

they mi gh t  flee and those who were prone to f le e i ng  were 

even c ha i n e d  wh il e work in g. In some h o u s e h o l d s  both the 

mo th e r  and her c hi l d re n  were in chains. Wh e n  a house was 

a t t a c k e d  by bandi ts , the slaves could be h e a r d  wailing, 

for their fear was h e i g h t e n e d  by the fact that they were 

c h a i ne d  and immobile.
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Wh en a child of a slave was born, some naay added to
4the or i g i n a l  debt "the h e ar t h cost" (khaa hua taow f a i .) 

There is an o f t e n - c i t e d  case of a p a r t i c u l a r l y  

cruel naay who v ow ed to the spirits that if the latter 

could b r i n g  ba ck  a fl ee i n g slave, she w o u l d  o ffe r him the 

slave's blood. When the slave was finally rec ap t ur e d ,  

she did cut the slave's face and f u l f i l l e d  her vow. 

A c c o r d i n g  to the villa ge rs,  her action (k a r m a ) e v e n t u a l l y  

caugh t up w i th  her and a minor cut in her b ody  a t t r a c t e d  

a swarm of worms  w hic h c o v e r e d  her whole bo-dy even befor e 

her death.

However, the e m p l o y m e n t  of slaves did not c on tin ue  

for long in T h e p a r a j . P eo ple  who were born ar ou n d the 

year 1900 no longer w i t n e s s e d  the slaves' pre se n c e.  The 

s y s t em  had been r e p l a c e d  by the use of p a id  labour. Some 

of the free d slaves c o n t i n u e d  to remai n wit h th eir former 

n a a y , e s p e c i a l l y  the Lao tians, for "they did not know 

wh er e  to go," but they now r e c e i v e d  annual payment.

The v e s t i g e s  of the sak d in a a  s y s t e m  were not 

co nf i n e d  to the p o s s e s s i o n s  of the thaat only. V i l l a g e r s  

who were phrai were still bo und  by the s ak di na a 

o b l i g a ti on s . Some were said to be phrai

Khaa hua taow f a i : the cost of k e e p i n g  the h ea rt h
burni ng.  This refers to a t r a d it i o na l  p r a c t i c e  after 
c h i l d b i r t h  when fire was used to give the m o t h e r  wa r m t h  
and was tho u g ht  to help br in g her womb b ack  to normal. 
The cost that a thaat was ch a r g e d  could be i n t e r p r e t e d  as 
c o m p e n s a t i o n  for her loss of labour d ur ing  the p o s t - n a t a l  
p e r i o d .
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luang and all of them had their w ri sts  ta ttooed. Most 

were p a y i ng  c a p i t a t i o n  taxes in lieu of corvee  labour, 

but some had to p e r f o r m  their 3 months' co rve e service. 

However, in this period, unles s there was war, 

c o n s c r i p t e d  labour was i n c r e a s i n g l y  e m p l o y e d  to carry out 

local pu b l ic  works, such as b u i l d i n g  t e m p o r a r y  dams, 

d i g gi n g  and d e e p e n i n g  canals, etc. The s y st e m  of corvee 

labour, like slavery, was also di s s o l v e d  at the turn of 

the ce n t ur y  w he n the new m i l i t a r y  c o n s c r i p t i o n  law was 

p r o m u l g a t e d  in 1905 (Suvit, 1978: 254-255).

Hence, t ow ard s the end of the n i n e t e e n t h  century, 

work in the fields was s el dom  d i s r u p t e d  by the o b l i g a t i o n  

of corve e se rv ice  as the e x t r a c t i o n  of su rp lu s  by the 

r uli ng  class i n c r e a s i n g l y  took the form of mo n e y  taxes. 

To war ds  the end of Rama V's reign, the share in the total 

re ve n u e of c a p i t a t i o n  tax, wh ic h was pa id  in lieu of 

corvee service, i n c re as e d from 2% in 1892 to al mo st 7% in 

1900. At the same time taxes in kind were also r e pl a c e d  

by money ex ci se taxes (Chatthip, 1981: 29), and these

ra ng e d  from taxes on land, fruit trees, boats, fishi ng  

tools, gambling, alcohol, etc. (NA 5, M 50/4? NA 6, M 

23/1). Some of these were farmed  out to the Chinese, 

others were c o l l e c t e d  by officials. The c o l l ec t o rs

r e t a i n e d  pa rt of the re ve nue  befo re  p a s s i n g  the rest on 

to the capital.

As rega rd s the actual c u lt i v a t i o n  of rice, the 

pe op l e r e s i d i n g  in the area w h i c h  is now V i l l a g e  no. 2, 

wh ose  land was i r r i g a t e d  by wa te r from the P r a w e t  Canal, 

p l a n t e d  rice by the t r a n s p l a n t i n g  method. Wo r k  in the



91

fields usu a l ly  s ta r te d  b e t w e e n  the mont h of May and July 

d e p e n d i n g  on the rains, wh en nur s e ry  beds we re p r e p a r e d  

by b r e a k i n g  and h a r r o w i n g  the groun d until soft, then 

i r r i g a t i n g  them and sowing  s p r o u t in g seeds on to them. 

Af ter  this the f a rme rs be ga n to pl o ug h  the rest of the 

fields, f o l l o w e d  by harrowing, u p r o o t i n g  the seedlings,  

t r a n s p l a n t i n g  and weed ing . The v a rie ty  of rice wi th an 

e a r l y - m a t u r i t y  p e r i o d  w o u l d  be ready for r ea p i n g  in 

N o v e m b e r  w hi le the l a t e - m a t u r i n g  v a r i e t y  w o u l d  be 

h a r v e s t e d  in J a n u a r y  or February.

E ver y step of fa r mi n g  was a c c o m p a n i e d  by ce rta in  

rites and ce re mo ni e s.  The "first p l o u g h i n g , "  "first 

sowin g " c er e m oni es , the i n v oc a ti o n  of the Rice Goddess, 

the m e r i t - m a k i n g  at the t h r e s h i n g  floor, were  st ri ct ly  

a d h e re d  to. In those days when ha za rds  and d i s as t er s  

a b o u n d e d  and wh en  there was a f ee lin g of h e l p l e s s n e s s  

aga in s t the forces of nature, pe o p le  w o u l d  turn to the 

s u p e r n a t u r a l  to ensure good crops, and e x p l a n a t i o n s  of 

their f l u c t u a t i n g  fo rt une s wo u l d  often be so u gh t in the 

s u p e r n a t u r a l  re alm  also.

Wh i l e  the m a j o r i t y  of tasks in the rice fields were 

a c c o m p l i s h e d  by h o u s e h o l d  labour (the w e l l - t o - d o  wo u l d  be 

u si n g their t h a a t s 1 l a b o u r ) , big tasks that n e e d e d  to be 

done a ga i ns t  time and r e q u i r e d  more labour than was 

av a i l a b l e  w i t h i n  the ho us eh old , w ou l d  be c a r r i e d  out with  

ex ch a n g e  labour. Such tasks i nc l u de d  upr oo t in g ,

t r a n s p l a n t i n g ,  reaping, t h r e s h i n g  and mill in g. The

ex ch a n g e  was c a r r ie d out on a daily basis i.e. a per s o n  

w o u l d  w or k on h is / he r  n e i g h b o u r ' s  field for a day and the
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latter wo u l d  li kew is e re tu r n  to him a day's wo rt h  of his 

work. The labour ex c h a n g e  ar r a n g e m e n t  was an impor ta nt  

means  of g r a p p l i n g  w it h the co ns ta n t p r o b l e m  of labour 

sh or t ag e  of those days. A par t from this, the vil la ge r s  

w o u l d  also try to time their p l a n t i n g  in such a way that 

their p eak  d e ma n d  for labou r w o u l d  not co i n c i d e  wi th  that 

of th eir ne i gh b o ur s .  They w ou ld p lan t di f f e r e n t

v a r i e t i e s  of rice that w o u l d  matu re  at d i f f e r e n t  times 

and this also c o n t r i b u t e d  a means of s p r e a d i n g  risks.

P e o p le  now often look back to the p r a c t i c e  of labour 

e xc h an g e  of the old days wi th  nos talgia. They of ten 

re m i n i s c e  on the fun and jol l i ty  of the o c c a s i o n s  when 

they w o r k e d  on the same field in big groups. Work,

a l t h o u g h  hard  and arduous, m i n g l e d  with play. S o m et i me s  

c o m p e t i t i o n s  were held to decid e who could w or k  fastest. 

Y ou n g  men and wo me n m ig ht be w or k i n g  side by side, 

t a l k in g  and t e as i n g one another. The host family,

mea nwh i l e,  w o u l d  be busy p r e p a r i n g  lunch for th eir guest 

wo rkers. They w o u l d  all feast and drink t og et h e r  at 

mi dd a y b e f or e  w or k st ar t e d again in the af te rn oon . When  

work was over, some games m ig ht be held on the wide 

" t h re s h i ng  floor" area to finish the day in jovial mood. 

C o m m u n i t y  spiri t and values  were thus c on s t a n t l y  

r e i n f o r c e d  by such modes of work and play.

At the end of the harv es t, traders, m o s t l y  Chinese, 

w ou l d  come in their rice boats to buy pa ddy  from num e ro us  

in di v i du a l  ho us eh ol d s.  When  their hulls were full, they 

w o u l d  float them to the mills  in C h a c h o e n g s a o  or in 

Bangkok. V i l l a g e r s  recall that a few w e l l - t o - d o  Thai
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fa rm i ng  h o u s e h ol d s , i n c l ud i n g K h w a e n g  Klan, were also

e n g a g e d  in a s m a l l - s c a l e  ri ce -t r a di n g , a l t h o u g h  not long 

a f t e r w a r d s  this se em e d to be a b a n d o n e d  p r o b a b l y  be ca use  

of f ail ure  to compe te  w it h  the more sy s te m a t i c  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  and w e l l - c o n n e c t e d  co mm er c ia l  ne t w o r k  of the 

C h i ne s e  traders. The same Chi n es e  trad ers  mi g h t  not 

co nfi ne  their b u s i n e s s  only to trade in paddy, but might  

come into the area also with  a v a r ie t y  of c o ns u m e r  goods 

and farm i m p le m en t s  to sell to the villagers.

The h a r v es t  was not total ly sold off. Every

h o u s e h o l d  wo u l d  re ta in  a p o r t i o n  of paddy for the rest of 

the ye ar 's  c o n s u m p t i o n  needs and for use as seed grains 

for the next s e a so n ' s plant ing . W e l l - t o - d o  h o u s e h o l d s  

might p r e f e r  not to sell the wh o le  am ou nt  of their 

"for -sa le " crop but, instead, to store it in their barns 

in order to w ai t for the rise in pr ice later on in the 

year, the pe ak  of wh i c h  was u s ua l l y r e a ch e d  in November, 

It is said that the t r a d i t i o n a l  v a r i et i es  of rice could

be store d for up to 1 - 2 years. Hence, the w e l l - t o - d o

h o u s e h o l d s  with large crop s ur p l us e s  and large stor ag e  

ba rns  c oul d af fo r d  to w i t h h o l d  their sales of pa d d y  until 

the f o l l o w i n g  year if they c o n s i d e r e d  the price  offers 

u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .  On the ot her hand, the m a j o r i t y  of 

h o u s e h o l d s  u n d o u b t e d l y  e n j o y e d  smaller crop s u r p lu s es  or 

none at all in some year s and th ere f o re  we re  not so well 

p l a c e d  as to indul ge  in such pr i ce  sp e cu l a ti o n . Instead, 

after r e t a i n i n g  part of the pa d d y for their c o n s u m p t i o n  

and for seed grains, they tende d to sell the rest of 

their pa d d y i m m e d i a t e l y  after harvest. U n li k e the
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b e t t e r - o f f  v il lag er s, the m a j o r i t y  of the h o u s e h o l d s  did

not n o r m a l l y  have mu c h r e ser ve  to fall b ack  on and

w h a t e v e r  "extra" p a dd y they m ig ht have st o re d  in their 

more li m it e d  barn space mi ght  easil y have b een  used up 

when u n e x p e c t e d  crises struck; if not, it m i g h t  have been 

used as a me a n s of e x ch a n ge  to obtain other  goods from 

the p a s s i n g - b y  tra d e rs  later on in the year. In these 

early years  of s e t t l e m e n t  when the c u l t i v a t o r s  were at 

the m er c y  of the fierce n a tur al v i c e i s s i t u d e s , those

h o u s e h o l d s  w it h little or no reser ve to fall ba ck  on were 

often f or ced  to b o r r o w  from their b e t t e r - o f f  r e l a t i v e s  or 

n e i g h b o u r s  in or der to see them th ro ug h the rest of the 

year. In such a situatio n,  the crop w ou l d  be h u r r i e d l y  

sold off right after h a r v e s t  in order to re pay  their

loans. Some m i g h t  even be d r iv e n  to m o r t g a g e  or khaay
5faak their  land for loans, but the p r a c t i c e  mi g h t not

have be en  w i d e s p r e a d  in the first ye ar s of the 

set tl e me n t . And the few de al in g s  that took pl ace  were 

often c a r r i e d  out among a p e r s o n ’s close r e l a t i v e s  so 

that the land w o u l d  re ma i n in the p o s s e s s i o n  of the 

k i n s g r o u p  and wit h a more likely chance of it being

r e d e e m e d .

In terms of bor ro w in g ,  one common form was loans in 

kind wh i c h b e t t e r - o f f  k i n s m e n  or n e ig h b o u r s  m i g h t  lend to

K haa y f a a k : Sale of land with  the right of
r e d e m p t i o n .
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the p o o r e r  vi l l a g e r s  to help them out in bad times. 

Ho wever, there were also years  when the crops were

s ev e r e l y  d a m a g e d  and some h o u s e h o l d s  were f or c e d  to take 

on large loans from m o n e y l e n d e r s  who mi gh t be the 

w e a l t h y  p e op l e  in the local community. In 1900 it was 

r e p o r t e d  that in the Pr aw et Canal area two s u c c e s s i v e  bad 

h a r v e s t s  in 1896-97 left pe opl e with little to start off 

p r o d u c t i o n  in the fo l l o w i n g  season, and they were forced

to b o r r o w  mo ne y at a very high inte re st rate of up to 67%

per annum, and the loans were often s e c ur e d  by land

m o r t g a g e s  (NA 5, K 3.1/9; Jo hnston, 1976; 392-393). In

the words  of the farmers in an ea s te r n  p r o v i n c e  "when 

rice was b o rr owe d,  it had to be p aid  back double. We had 

to do this or else the rich w o u l d  never give out loans" 

(Chatthip, 1981; 427). M o n e y l e n d i n g  was thus b e c o m i n g

such a l u cr a t iv e  b u s i n e s s  in some rural areas of the 

c ent ra l pl a i n  as to w a r r a n t  this o f f ic i a l' s  comment;

Pr of i t is a c q u i r e d  l i t e r a ll y  wi t h o u t  need to invest. 
It is b e t t e r  than the ne c e s s i t y  of i n v o l v e m e n t  in 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of bu i l d i n g s  or s h o p h o u s e s  when 
s o m e t i me s it mi ght  take a year for them to be
c o m p l e t e d  and for c o l l e c t i o n  of rent to commence,
such rent b ei n g  no more than fi fteen perce nt . 
C o n s e q u e n t l y  a c c e p t i n g  land in m o r t g a g e  pr o vi d e s  
mo ney  sp e ed i l y  on the one hand; and on the other, 
the land is a secure surety. Whe n the owner fails 
to r e i m b u r s e  the capi ta l and the in t e r e s t  at such 
times as they are due, the land may be seize d as 
p r o v i d e d  by the con tract. (NA 5, Ag 3.1/9)

Howe ver , in no rma l y ea rs bec a u se  land al on g Prawet 

Canal was fertile, farme rs  in Th eparaj were able to 

pr o d u c e  a surpl us  for sale. Paddy p r o d u c e d  and tr ad e d in

this area p r o m p t e d  an of f i ci al  to obser ve  in 1898 that
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the Pr aw e t  Canal was very much f r eq u e n t e d  by b ot h local 

and t h r o ug h  tr af fi c and rice was the majo r p r o d u c e  traded 

in the area. A busy j u nct ure  had been e s t a b l i s h e d  at Hua 

Takae (about 15 k i l o m e t r e s  n o r t hw es t  of Th epa r a j) ,  where 

all the boat s t r a v e l l i n g  to and from B a n g k o k  and 

P r a c h i n b u r i  had to make a stop (NA 5, Ag. 4/1799).

Ap ar t  from trade in paddy, the v i l l a g e r s  found 

t h e m s e l v e s  b u y i n g  from the m a rk e t  some farm im p l em e n ts  

such as metal  tips for the p lo u g h s  and more impo rta ntl y,  

the b u f f a l o e s  wh i c h were b o ug ht  from the n o r t h e a s t e r n e r s , 

as has be en p r e v i o u s l y  me nti on e d.  F ar m i m p l e m e n t s  as 

well as a still som ew h at  limi te d va ri e t y of c o n s u m p t i o n  

goods, such as cloth, fuel oil, tobacco, salt, sugar and 

a few ot her foods could be p u r c h a s e d  from the b oat s that 

sa ile d from p lac es  w he re the goods were p ro duc ed , or from 

C h i n es e  trade rs  who often  acted as paddy t r ad e rs  at the 

same time and thus te nde d to visit the area after  h a rv e s t  

(they w o u l d  sell the few art i cl es  they b r o u g h t  along and 

fi ll e d  their boats  wi th  paddy  on their r e tu r n  t r i p ) . 

These bo a t s wo u l d  n o r m a l l y  ancho r at Kl on g Suan m ar ket  

(which was about 4 km along the Prawe t Canal to the 

n o r t h w e s t  of the village) for a few days b efo re  

c o n t i n u i n g  on their journey. Food for dail y c o n s u m p t i o n  

was s e l d om  pu rc h as e d , as a small patch in the h o u s e h o l d ' s  

c o m p o u n d  was u su al l y d e v o t e d  to gr o wi n g  a few v e g e t a b l e s  

or fruit trees while  a few chic ke ns were kept for their 

eggs. The m a j o r i t y  of the peopl e were thus rel y in g  

m a i n ly  on the free food that was in abu n d an t  supply. The 

canal was full of fish, pr a wn s  and shrimps f ro m w hi c h  the
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p e o p le  could  make for th e ms e l v e s  the main c o n d i m e n t s  of

Thai cooking, such as fish sauce, shrimp paste, as well

as dried fish and shrimps, that wo ul d  keep for the rest

of the year. The abu nd a nt  supply of food such as fish

gave rise to an e x p r e s s i o n  that a p e r s o n  co ul d start

m a k i n g  the chilli paste for the curry even w hi l e  anoth er

was ca t c h i n g  the fish, b e c a u s e  they could be 100% c er tai n

that the fish w o u l d  be caught in no time.

A par t from this, the vi l la g e rs  also p r o c e s s e d  the

rice they ate th em s e l v e s  by po u n d i n g  it w it h  a m o rta r

and pestle, w hi c h  was n o r m a l l y  ca rr i e d out in the

evening. L ab our  was often e x c h a n g e d  among the m a j o r i t y

of h o u s e h o l d s  wh i le  the few w e l l - t o - d o  h o u s e h o l d s  wo u l d

em pl o y  th eir thaat to do the job. D u r i n g  this pe r i o d

there was no rice mill in Theparaj or the ne a r b y  areas.

The m il ls that were in e x i s t en ce  in this p e r i o d  were

s i t u a t e d  far t he r  away - in C h a c h o e n g s a o  town itself. As

was r e c o r d e d  in Chi l d' s ac co u n t of 1892, "there are now

25 steam rice mi ll s in Bangkok, one in the co u rs e  of
6c o n s t r u c t i o n  and three in P a t r i e w  ,..." (Child, 1892: 

145-146).

"Patriew" or "Paedriw": a c o l l o q u i a l  name for
C h a c h o e n g s a o
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The I n c r e a s i n g  Co n tr o l  of the C ent ral  G o v e r n m e n t  in the 

Rural Areas

The impact of the i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of T h a i l a n d  into the 

w or l d  e c o no m y  u nde r co lo ni a l p re s su r e  had f u n d a m e n t a l l y  

ch a n g e d  the s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  vi l la g e  societ y w h ic h was at 

the base of the s ak d in aa  society. The p e a s a n t r y  of the 

Ce nt r a l Plain  gr a d u a l l y  b ec ame  pr o d u c e r s  of rice for sale

in the wo r l d  market. This p r oc e s s was e n h a n c e d  by the

state wh i c h a c t i v e l y  e n c o u r a g e d  the p e a s a n t r y  to claim 

and clear new land, by itself u n d e r t a k i n g  canal 

e x c a v a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  or e n c o u r a g i n g  p r i va t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  or 

groups to do so, by gi v in g  the p e a s a n t r y  tax inc entives,  

by a t t e m p t i n g  to re g u l a t e  land claims to some extent, 

etc. Rama V's m e a s u r e s  to abo l is h  g r a du a l ly  sla ve r y and

the corve e sy s t em  could also be seen as p ar t of the

state 's role in f a c i l i t a t i n g  the i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of 

c o m m o d i t y  p r od u ct i o n.

Ap ar t  from this, vil l ag e society also be ga n  to 

w i t n e s s  ch a ng e s  in its p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  with the 

ce ntral go v er n m en t ,  wh en  it b eca me i n c r e a s i n g l y  s u b j e c t e d  

to the c e n t r a l i s e d  contr ol of the latter. The fiscal 

reforms, the i m p r o v e m e n t  and e x pa n s io n  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  ne t wo r k s  and the co m p le t e  

r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of the whole  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s y s t e m  base d  

on a fu n c t i o n a l  W e s t e r n - s t y l e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  in 1892, 

r e p r e s e n t e d  chang es in the o ve ral l p o w e r  s t r u c tu r e  

towar ds a c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  of p o l i t i c a l  po wer  and control.

Rama V's R e f o r m a t i o n  s tar ted  in 1874 and re a c h e d  its 
c u l m i n a t i o n  in 1892 with the r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of the whole
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sy st e m  of ad m i n i s t r a t i o n .  Prev iou sl y,  the p r o v i n c i a l  

n ob i l i t y  were a l l o w e d  to enjoy a c o n s i d e r a b l e  degre e of 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  fin a nc ia l  and judi ci al i n d e p e n d e n c e  

w i t h i n  their p r o v i n c i a l  domain. They were e n t i t l e d  to 

d e m a nd  the service or c o m m u t a t i o n  tax from a numbe r of 

p h r a i , to settle legal d is p u te s  and retain ju di ci a l fees, 

to keep  a p o r t i o n  of the v ar i o us  taxes that w er e levied 

on the p o pu l at i o n,  and to have co ntr ol  over the 

a p p o i n t m e n t  of their s u bo rd in ate s. The R e f o r m a t i o n

gr a d u a l l y  d e p r i v e d  them of their former so ur ces  of we alt h  

and po w e r as it a t t e m p t e d  to turn them into s al ar i ed  

off ici al s.  This me a n t that their t r a d i t i o n a l  s our ces  of 

income, such as the j u dic ial  fees, the v a r i o u s  taxes, 

tax- far is , inlan d t r an s i t duties, etc., were now di re ct ly  

a p p r o p r i a t e d  by the ce ntr al  g o v e r n m e n t  w hi le the 

a b o l i t i o n  of sla v er y  and the corvee sy s te m  d e p r i v e d  them 

of the serv ice  and c o m m u t a t i o n  tax they co ul d p r e v i o u s l y  

de man d from the p h r a i . At the same time, their  judic ia l  

and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a u t h o r i t y  was g r a d u a l l y  er od e d  as 

de c i s i o n s  on these issues g r a d u a l l y  came to rest with the 

centra 1 l y - b a s e d  m i n i s t r i e s  (Tej, 1977: 99-18 4 ; Siffin,

1966: 42-63).

However, it took a few dec a d es  b ef o r e  the 

c e n t r a l i z e d  s y s t e m  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  could  o p e r at e  with 

any e f f e c t i v e n e s s  and the refor ms could only be ca rr ie d 

out in a gra d u al  manner. Sho r t ag e of q u a l i f i e d  of fic i a ls  

as w ell  as lack of funds to pay for the officials' 

sal ar i es  led the g o v e r n m e n t  to allo w a n u m be r of 

p r o v i n c i a l  nobles to assume the of fi ci a l po sts  in the
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n e w l y - s t r u c t u r e d  ad m i n i s t r a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  in 1893

B an g k o k  d i s p a t c h e d  the first h i g h - r a n k i n g  o ff i ci a l  to 

take up the newly c re a t e d  post of s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  

c o m m i s s i o n e r  to s up e r v i s e  the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of mo n t h o n  

Pr a c h i n  in w h i c h  C h a c h o e n g s a o  p r o v i n c e  h ad  been 

i nc o rp o r at ed ,  most of the s u b or d i na te  po sts we re  filled 

la rge ly  by p r o v i n c i a l  nobles. B e tw e e n 1899- 19 15,  out of 

the 29 of f i c i a l s  of the m o n t h o n  Pra c h in  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  24 

were m e m b e r s  of the p r o v i n c i a l  no b il i t y ( T e j , 1977:

165). Mo reo v e r,  the move to wr est  po we r from the local 

nobles was far from smoot h as the latter we re t r y in g  hard 

to re sis t the chan ge s that served to s e r i o u s l y  un d e r m i n e  

their e co n om i c  and p o l i t i c a l  power. The second

c o m m i s s i o n e r  of m o n t h o n  Prachin, Prince A l a ng k a rn , stat ed  

in 1899 that the n o t ab l e s who had been a p p o i n t e d  to the 

new of f i c i a l  po st s we re u n w i l l i n g  to im p le m e nt  

r e g u l a t i o n s  that a f f e c t e d  their  e s t a b l i s h e d  ve s t e d  

interest s. It is also r e c o r d e d  that in 1895 the M i n i s t r y  

of the I nt e r i o r  co uld not i m m e d i a t e l y  a b o li s h  the p h r a i 1s 

service and i n t r o du c e  c o m m u t a t i o n  tax into m on t h o n s  

P r a c hi n  and R a t c h a b u r i  b e c a u s e  of the st ro n g  in fl ue n c e  

that the p r o v i n c i a l  nobl es  were en j o y i n g  and b e c a u s e  some 

a p p e a r e d  to have "not only p r o v i n c i a l  but m e t r o p o l i t a n  

su ppo rt  and influen ce" ; thus "ho no ur ab l e r e t i r e m e n t  on a 

p en s i o n  be c a me  the m os t t ac tfu l m e th o d  of d i s p l a c i n g  the 

n o b i l i t y  from the g o v e r n o r s h i p  in a gr ad ua l man n er "  ( T e j , 

1977: 169-170). Only g r a d u a l l y  then were of f i c i a l s  from

B an g k o k  p o s t e d  to fill the po s i t i o n s  left v a ca n t  by 

deaths, d i s m i s s a l s  or f orc ed  re t ir eme nts .
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Simi lar ly , at the lower levels of the pr o v i n c i a l  

a dm i n i s t r a t i o n ,  i.e. from the dis tr i ct  down to the 

village, the impact of the R e f o r m a t i o n  was only very 

g r a d u a l l y  felt. In fact " i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  at lower levels 

lagge d b e h i n d  even that at the mo n t h o n  and j an g wa t  (i.e. 

p ro v i nc i a l)  levels" (Tej, 1977: 200). A loc a l iz e d

s t r uc t u r e of po we r re m a i n e d  the order of the day for many 

ye ars  and the go ve rnm ent , both at the ce nt r a l and 

p r o v i n c i a l  levels, ha rd l y  ever in te r ve n e d in the af fairs 

of the village. As the vil l a ge  society c o n t i n u e d  to 

en joy its r e l at i v e autonomy, the powe r and p r e s t i g e  of 

its elit e were still very much loc all y- ba s e d.  A p o w e r f u l  

or a w e a l t h y  man could se ld o m  rely on ou ts i d e law or 

force to p r o t e c t  him. Instead, his p o s i t i o n  was m ain ly  

l e g i t i m i z e d  by the r e c o g n i t i o n  of the local com mu n it y  

itself. To at t a in  such r e c o g n i t i o n  he w ou l d  try to win 

pe r s o n a l  friends and fol lo w er s  by d i s t r i b u t i n g  to them 

pa rt of the r e s o u r c e s  that were n ee ded  for s ur v iv a l  and 

w e l l - b e i n g  of wh i ch  he had more at his d i sp o s a l  than a 

lot of his f e ll o w  vill ag er s. And many of l o n g - s t a n d i n g  

social v al ue s wh ic h  r e i n f o r c e d  the c o m m u n i t y  values, 

m u t u al  help and c o - o p e r a t i o n  to some e x te n t still 

o p e r a t e d  to put p r e s s u r e  on the b e t t e r - o f f  me m b e r s  to 

share out some of their wealth.

In the Thep ar aj of the early years, those who 

e m e r g e d  as w e a l t h y  and p o w e r f u l  were the few p i o n e e r i n g  

h o u s e h o l d s  wh o were able to clai m and c u l t i v a t e  large 

p lot s of land be c a u s e  they had the extra labou r se rvice 

of the thaat at their dis p os a l  w h e r ea s  the m a j o r i t y  of



102

the h o u s e h o l d s  r e l ie d  b a s i c a l l y  on their own family 

labour. The v i ll a g e elite in those days were able to 

bu i l d  up their w e a l t h  by taking  ad v a n t a g e  of the 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o p e n e d  up by m a rk e t  r e l a t i o n s  and by 

u t i l i z i n g  the p e r s o n a l  ties they had m a n a g e d  to c u l ti v a te  

wi th c er t a i n  in f l u e n t i a l  figu re s in the pr ov in c e . Most 

mi gh t  have been able to a c c u m u l a t e  a c er t ai n  amoun t of 

their re s o u r c e s  by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in the e x p a n d i n g  trade 

even be f o re  they mo ve d  to Theparaj and this h ad  e n a b le d  

them to take over the debts and thus control of fa mi li e s  

of thaat be c a u s e  they w ere  "on f r ien dly  terms" with 

p r i s on  of f i c e r s  who could make av ai la b le  to th em a number 

of p r i s o n e r s  to be used as their t h a a t . And in the days 

w her e labou r was scarce and land c l e a r a n c e  and 

c u l t i v a t i o n  i n v o l v e d  l a b o u r - i n t e n s i v e  te c h ni q u es ,  those 

who m a n a g e d  to gain access to labour over and above that 

of their h o u s e h o l d  m e m b e r s  was thus able to g e n e r a t e  more 

surplus. Hence, wh i le  the r e c e n t l y - o p e n e d - u p  ma rk et  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  we re  b e g i n n i n g  to turn land into anoth er  

v al u a b l e  r e s o u r c e  on w h i c h  w e a l t h  and status were to be 

based, the in fo rm al p a t r o n - c 1 ient r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  

c o m mo n e rs  and i n f l u e n t i a l  officia ls , as wel l as the 

e m p l o y m e n t  of force d labour p r e v a l e n t  in the sa k d i n a a  

society, c o n t i n u e d  to be r e a c t i v a t e d  as a me a n s  also to 

build up w e a l t h  and status.

The heads of some of these w e l l - o f f  h o u s e h o l d s  were 

soon able to add p o we r  and status to their wealth, to 

gain the c o m m u n i t y ' s  rec o gn i t io n ,  by d i s t r i b u t i n g  some of 

the r es o u r c e s  of thei r c o mm an d  to p o o r e r  f el low
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villa ger s.  W he n  the p i o n e e r s  had to face an e c o l o g i c a l l y  

ha rs h  and h os ti l e setting, wh en na tu ra l v i c i s s i t u d e s  

could pl un g e  them into d e s t i t u t i o n  and wh er e the 

c o m mo n e rs  were still s u bje ct to the a r b i t r a r y  use of

force and au t h o r i t y  by the naay class, those wi th  extra 

r es o u r c e s  at their dis po s al  could help out the poore r  

k in s m e n  or n e i g h b o u r s  by p r o v i d i n g  them w it h the m i n i m u m  

n e c e s s a r y  to tide them over bad times. The goods and 

ser vi c es  a p a t r o n  co uld p r ov i d e his c li e nt s  were 

w i d e - r a n g i n g .  He could p r o v i d e  them w it h  a cc ess  to his 

land and a g r i c u l t u r a l  im pl em ent s,  he mi gh t lend them his 

b u f f a l o e s  whe n his own h o u s e h o l d  had no mo re  use for 

them, he m ig ht lend them pa d d y or m one y to see them 

th r o u g h  to the f o l l o w i n g  harvest, he mi gh t be able to

give them some p r o t e c t i o n  again st  the e x c e s s i v e  d em and s

and m a l t r e a t m e n t  of the local n a k l e n g . Such

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  the p a t r o n  and his cl ie n t s were

co mm o n l y  p e r c e i v e d  by the peopl e t h e m s e l v e s  as 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  ba s e d on r e c i p r o c i t y  and mu tu a l help. In 

re tur n for the pa t r on a g e,  a clie nt  w o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  a 

r e p a y m e n t  in terms of labour services. H e/ s h e  mi g ht  work  

a few days on the p a tr o n ' s  land, might be ca l l e d  in to 

help wh e n  the pa tr o n  was st ag ing  v a r i ou s social and 

r e l i g i o u s  cer emo n ie s ,  to h el p repair the p a t r o n ' s  barn or 

tools, etc. Such r e l a t i o n s h i p s  took on a p e r s o n a l  and 

p a t e r n a l i s t i c  form and sheer force was s e l d o m  used  to 

secure the clients' com pl ia n c e.  In fact, as labour was 

in those days still har d to come by and was a v a l u e d  item 

in p r o d uc t i on ,  c o u pl e d  wi th  the fact that there did not
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ex ist a single p a t r o n  who had a m o n o p o l y  over the 

re s o u r c e s  ne e d e d  by the clien ts w hi ch me a n t  that the 

cli en t s c ou ld turn to other  pa tr ons  for help, the 

clients' s erv ic e and supp or t were ma in l y s e cu r e d  by 

p e r c e i v e d  g es t ur es  of b en e v ol e n ce .  Ho we ve r, such

" re c i p r o c i t y "  took pl ace  b e t w e e n  peopl e with d i f f e r e n t i a l  

access to w e a l t h  and power. R e l a ti o n s that u s ur e r s and 

la nd o w n e r s  had w ith  their clients and tenants, al t ho u g h  

co u c h e d  in p a t r o n - c 1 ient terms, were in fact e x p l o i t a t i v e  

in nature. Wi th  i n c r e a s i n g  social d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  w i th i n  

the v i ll a g e society, the c o mm un a l s o l i d a r i t y  and spirit 

be ca m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  less fragile and " p a t r o n - c l i e n t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s "  g r a d u a l l y  a c q u i r e d  a more e x p l i c i t l y  

m e c h a n i c a l  and c o n t r a c t u a l  nature.

A m o n g  the lead ing  figures in Th eparaj of this

period, K h w a e n g  Klan mi gh t serve as an i l l u s t r a t i o n  of a

w e l l - r e c o g n i z e d  local patron. Klan's h o u s e h o l d  was among 

the very first to settle in the area. His family was 

al r e a d y  w e l l - o f f  b e for e their  m i g r a t i o n  to Th ep ara j and 

their w o o d e n  ho us e s in the old vil l a ge  were bu i lt  in a 

long row wi th  their open b a l c o n i e s  s t r e t c h i n g  from one to 

the other so that "a chick w o u l d  not fall off" if it 

t rie d to flut ter  from one to another. He sold off his 

land in the old v i l la g e  and mo v e d  to T h epa ra j to cl aim

and clear  se ver al  hu n d r e d  rai of land wi th  the use of 

thaat labour. F ro m  his b e t t e r - o f f  posi ti on,  he was able 

to d i s t r i b u t e  his p a t r o n a g e  r e s o ur c e s to the less 

f o r tu n a te  k i n s m a n  and n e i g h b o u r s  in the area. Ap ar t from 

h e l p i n g  them out by r e n t in g their land and l e n d in g  them
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bu ff a l oe s ,  other far m i ng  im p l em en t s and paddy, Klan's 

ab il i t y to ha n d le  the local n a kl e ng  also m e a n t  that he 

co uld p r o v i d e  his clients wi th  a c e rt a in  de g re e  of 

p r o t e c t i o n  a ga i n s t  the p r e v a l e n t  th ef t and

b u f f a l o - n a p p i n g  or he could h elp  them r e t r i e v e  their 

ha r d - e a r n e d ,  v a lu a b l e  b u f f a l o e s  or other goods when these 

wer e stolen. A p a t r o n  such as Klan was thus in a 

p o s i t i o n  to p r o v i d e  his cl ie n t s w it h  a c e r t a i n  d eg ree  of 

p r o t e c t i o n  and se c u ri t y  ag ai n s t the na tu ra l  and social 

el em e nt s  faced by the v i l l a g e r s  in those days.

B e i n g  r e c o g n i z e d  as a p o w e r f u l  and w e l l - t o - d o  local 

figure who was also w e l l - c o n n e c t e d  with i n f l u e n ti a l  

f igu re s in the town, the a p p o i n t m e n t  of Klan to the post 

of k h w a e n g  (district officer) by the p r o v i n c i a l  go ve rn o r  

was not su rp ri si n g.  B ec a u s e  Klan be cam e a k h w a e n g  b efo re  

the sy s t e m  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was re st ru c t ur e d , he was not 

only e m p o w e r e d  to m a i n t a i n  p ow er and order in his area, 

but co ul d also re ta in  shares of the c o m m u t a t i o n  and other 

taxes that had been collected* from the p op ul a ce ,  to 

settle di sp u t e s  and a r b i t ra t e  major and mi n o r  cases. 

A pa r t  from this, Klan was also e n do w e d w it h  a duty to 

su p e r v i s e  the m e a s u r e m e n t  of land in order to issue the 

c u l t i v a t o r s  w it h  the l a n d - s u r v e y  c e r t i f i c a t e s  (NA 5, K 

3.1/10). As such, his o ff ic i al  p o s i t i o n  f u rt h e r  en h an c e d  

Klan's  p o w e r  and p r e s t i g e  and cre a te d  a d d i t i o n a l  sour ce s  

of p a t r o n a g e  at his disposal, upon wh ic h he c ou ld rely to 

rec ru i t more p o l i t i c a l  fol lowings. Kl an 's  p o w e r  and 

p r e s t i g e  thus o v e r s h a d o w e d  the other p a tro ns in the area.
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Wh il e  in office, Klan was able to b u i l d  up his 

w e a l t h  in land f u rth er by u n d e r t a k i n g  the e x c a v a t i o n  of 

two fe ed er  canal s l e adi ng from the big F r aw e t  Canal. The 

two fe ede r canals thus kept his name and are still known 

as K w a e n g  Klan Bon (upper) and K w a en g  Klan La a n g  (lower) 

Canals. Kl a n' s abi l it y to o bta in p e r m i s s i o n  to carry out 

such an u n d e r t a k i n g  also u n d e r l i n e s  the fact that his 

c o n n e c t i o n s  with in f l u e n t i a l  o f f i c i a l s  were

w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d .  A c c o r d i n g  to Johnston, whe n Rama V's 

g o v e r n m e n t  c o n t r a c t e d  out its tr a d i t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

of canal e x c a v a t i o n  to pr i v a t e  parties, "those who 

r e c e i v e d  land d e v e l o p m e n t  co n c e s s i o n s  in the 1890s were 

all men w i th  close ties to the go ve r n m e n t "  (Johnston, 

1976: 54).

A p a r t  from l e g i t i m i s i n g  their p o s i t i o n  t h r o u g h  the 

f o r m in g  of p a t e r n a l i s t i c  ties wi th their less w e l l - o f f  

fe ll o w  v i ll a g er s ,  Klan and a few other w e l l - r e c o g n i s e d ,  

w e l l - t o - d o  h o u s e h o l d s  also trie d to add to thei r p re s t i g e  

by c o n t r i b u t i n g  g e n e r o u s l y  to r e l i gi o u s u n de r t a k i n g s .  

They were found to be at the f or e f ro n t  of m e r i t - m a k i n g .  

The i n i t i a t i v e  to b u i l d  the first temple in the area came 

from them, a l t h o u g h  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  in var i ou s  forms came 

from all the h o u s e h o l d s  w i t h i n  the com mu ni t y . The

w e l l - t o - d o  h o u s e h o l d s  c o n t r i b u t e d  land, b u i l d i n g

m a t e r i a l s  and money, w hi le the p o o r e r  h o u s e h o l d s  

c o n t r i b u t e d  in labour. W he n  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the bot 

(monks' sanctuary) and the monks' li vi ng q u a r t e r s  were 

co mpl e t ed ,  K h w a e n g  Klan went back to his for m e r vi l la g e  

to invite a m on k from the temple there to be abbot of the
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new Wat Thep ara j (Theparaj T e m p l e ) . It is said that a 

gr an d  p r o c e s s i o n  was o r g a n i z e d  and the a b b o t - e l e c t  was

c a r r ie d  all the way to Theparaj on a p a l a n q u i n  fit for

the ho no u r and p r e s t i g e  m e r i t e d  him. In such m a n n e r  was

the w e a l t h  of the le ad in g h o u s e h o l d s  in the co m m u n i t y  

t r a d ed  for p r e s t i g e  and for the c o m m un i t y' s r e c o g n i ti o n .

Ap ar t  from the local patrons, there also e x i s t e d  in 

those days ano t he r  figure of a u t h or it y  w i t h i n  the 

commu nit y,  i.e. the local n a k l e n g . However, un li k e the

more b e n e v o l e n t  patron, the n a kl en g  r e s o r t e d  to the use

of force to a p p r o p r i a t e  r e v en u e s from the local people. 

They were thus o u ts i d e the sphere of p a t r o n - c l i e n t  

i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p .  A local lead er 's a u t h o r i t y  was often 

e n h a n c e d  if he coul d enter into some form of re c i p r o c a l  

ties and o b t a in  some de gre e of c o - o p e r a t i o n  from the

n a k l e n g . On the ot her hand, there were also cases when

the n a k l e n g  t h e m s e l v e s  were a p p o i n t e d  to off i c ia l  

p o s i t i o n s  and wer e found to have gr o ss l y  a bu s e d  their

p o w e r  and to have s u b j e c t e d  the v i l la ge r s to op p r e s s i v e  

d e m a nd s  t h r ou g h  their use of force (see Ch att hi p, 1981:

434-444). The b a l a n c e  of po w e r  that p r e v a i l e d  in va ri ou s  

areas mi gh t  have v a r i e d  a c c o r d i n g  to the re l at i v e  

s t r e n g t h  of the v ar i o us  g r o u p i ng s in the p a r t i c u l a r

lo ca l i t y  and the r e la t i v e  st r en g t h of the g o v e r n m e n t ' s

co nt r o l over that locality.

Th epa ra j v i l l a g e r s  say that in the first four

de ca d e s of the v i l l ag e  es ta b li s h m e n t ,  there were many 

ho use raids and cases of b u f f a l o - n a p p i n g .  W it h  good

c on t ac t s  w ith  the local n a k l e n g , it was p o s s i b l e  to
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r et r ie v e  the stolen goods, as all the n a k l e n g  knew their 

c o u n t e r p a r t s  in n e i g h b o u r i n g  areas and were aware of all 

the o p e r a t i o n s  that were ca rr i e d out w i t h i n  their 

r e s p e c t i v e  "realms". They us u al l y  p r id e d  t h e m s e l v e s  in 

their wide net w o rk  of cont ac ts to ge th e r w i t h  the number 

of f o l lo w e rs  at their c o mm an d  as well. Hence, wh en a 

b u f f a l o  was stolen, the owner could try to con t a ct  a 

local na k l e n g  d i r e c t l y  to make en q u ir ie s  about his 

buff alo . If not, he m i g h t  have gone to the k h w a e n g  or 

a no t h er  he a d m a n  who, like K h w a e n g  Klan, mi gh t have been a 

bit of a n a k l e n g  himself. Otherwis e,  the h e a d m e n  usu a l ly  

had close c o n n e c t i o n s  w it h the local na k l e n g  to w h o m  they 

tu rne d for i n f o r m a t i o n  and a s s is ta n ce  on m a t te r s

c o n c e r n i n g  theft and dis order. It was n o r m a l l y  p os s i b l e  

for the stole n b u f f a l o  to be r et u rn e d  for a fee.

The v i l l a g e r s  tend to p e rc e i ve  the n a k l e n g 1s 

a c t i v i t i e s  as h a v i n g  had some sort of a r e d i s t r i b u t i v e  

function. Not u nl ike  the way they view the mo ra l duties

of the r ich er p a t r o n s  to help out the poor in times of

need, they also see the true na k l e n g  as h a v i n g  be en  "men 

of p r i n c i p l e "  and their a ct ion s h a v i n g  b e en  m o r al ly

defined. A c c o r d i n g  to the village rs , the n a k l e n g  or

b a n d i t s  only ra i de d  homes of the w e l l - t o - d o  and did not

ha rm  in n o c e n t  people, al t ho u g h  they w o u l d  not have 

h e s i t a t e d  to hunt down t ra i to r s  from a mo n g s t  their  own 

nu mb e r ei t he r  (cf Damrong, 1924). They also re c o u n t  that 

s o m e ti m e s a b u f f a l o  or a boat s t o le n  from a

w e l l - r e s p e c t e d  h o u s e h o l d  m igh t have been r e t u r n e d  qu iet ly  

later, wh i le  goods stolen from " b l o o d - s u c k i n g "  h o u s e h o l d s
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w o u l d  never have r e a p p e a r e d  in the same m a n n e r  and wo u l d  

have been sold off, or a stole n b uf f al o m i g h t  have been 

s l a u gh t e re d .  The v i l l a g e r s  also a t t r i b ut e  the na k l e n g  or 

bandits' a c t i v i t i e s  as s te m mi n g  from p o ver ty,  those 

a c t i v i t i e s  h a v i n g  been c a r ri e d  out to s at i s fy  their 

s u b s i s t a n c e  needs.

However, J o h n s t o n  also cited the e x i s t e n c e  of 

a no t he r  type of ba n di t  who b e l o n g e d  to the "criminal 
u n d e r w o r l d "  and r e t a i n e d  few ties with the rural society

in w h i c h  they operated. They mi ght  have be en  in charge 

of illeg al  g a m b l i n g  and op ium  houses. An d b a nd i t s of 

this type, and their crimes, "arou se d as m u ch  ha t re d  

am ong  the p e a s a n t r y  as they did i r r i t a t i o n  in off i c ia l  

rep or t s"  (Johnston, 1976: 150, 148-150). But J oh n s to n

co n c l u d e s  that in general, rural crime and b a n d i t r y  were 

a w i d e l y  a c c e p t e d  sy s t em  of income r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  in the 

rural soc i e ty  (Johnston, 1976: 148-158). On the other

hand, it is also p o s s i b l e  that the image of the n a k l e n g , 

or ba n d i t s  of former days, was i de a l i z e d  so as to 

em p h a s i z e  the m o r a l l y  d e f in e d  o b l i g a t i o n s  that the 

w e l l - t o - d o  were e x p e c t e d  to have to w ar d s  the po or e r  

v i l l a g e r s  in general: the n a k le n g  were thus seen to

right the wrongs. It is also p o ss i b le  that the i de a l iz e d  

image is use d to c on t ra s t  this type of "just" ac ti vi t y  

wit h the i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  and c on t r a c t u a l  na t ur e  of social 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and the i n d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  na t u re  of the 

theft p r e v a l e n t  in the p r e s e n t - d a y  soc i e ty  (cf Scott, 

1984 : 161-210) .
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As such, the local na k l e n g  and b an d i ts  c o n s t i t u t e d  

ano th e r source of po w e r and aut h o ri ty  as the rural 

soc iet y in those days and d is t r i c t  o ff i ce r s  or he ad me n 

u s u a l l y  had to c u l t i v a t e  some form of a r e c ip r oc a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi t h  them in order to be able to conta in  

their a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h in  ce rt a i n limits. The hea d me n

t h e m s e l v e s  mi g h t  have found  it n e c e s s a r y  to form 

r ec i p ro c a l,  and not n e c e s s a r i l y  imbalanced, ties wi th the 

n a k l e n g ; they may have h a n d e d  out some goods in the local 

n a k l e n g  once in a wh il e in order to re ta i n  their 

co - o p e r a t i o n ,  and they wo u l d  also offer the latter some 

p r o t e c t i o n  aga i n st  the a c ti o n  of the state. To the local 

leaders of Th eparaj these local n a k le n g  and b a n d i t s  were 

by no me ans their creat ure s,  and their co nt r o l over the 

use of force and v i o l e n c e  r e n d e r e d  it n e c e s s a r y  for the 

head men , if they were not the i n f l u e n t i a l  na k l e n g  

th em s e lv e s , to e s t a b l i s h  an all i an c e  of sorts w ith  this 

"other" source of auth or it y.

M e r c h a n t s  as B e n e f i c i a r i e s  of the E x p a n d i n g  Ma r k e t  

R e l a t i o n s

The e x p a n d i n g  m a r k e t  r e l a ti o n s r e s u l t i n g  from the 

o pe n i n g  up of T h a i l a n d  to i nt e r n a t i o n a l  tr ade had cr e at e d  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of ca p it a l  a c c u m u l a t i o n  among  p e o pl e who 

we re not n e c e s s a r i l y  me m b e r s  of the e m e r g i n g  l a n d o w n i n g  

class, e s p e c i a l l y  in areas like Ran g s i t and to a lesser 

extent, Thep ara j.  Very si g n if i c an t l y,  the o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

were q u i c k l y  taken up by the C h i ne s e  who a s su m e d the role 

of tr ad er s and m id d l em e n , • lin k i ng  the p e a s a n t  p r o d u c e r s
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wi th  the wi d er  m a r k e t  net wor ks , and p r o f i t t i n g  throu gh  

the u ne qu a l exchange.

At levels wi d er  than v i l l a g e  society, ce r t a i n  groups 

of pe op le  wh o had alr e a dy  built  up their ec o no m i c  base 

from e ar l ie r  days were w e l l - p l a c e d  to take a d v a n t a g e  of 

the e x p a n d i n g  m a rk e t  o p po r t un i t i e s ,  for instance, the 

king and fa ct io n s of the sak d in a a  rulin g class, as well 

as the C h in e se  t a x - f a r m e r s  and tr ad in g agents. Ch in e s e  

m e r c h a n t s  came to f un c ti o n  as a link b e t w e e n  the paddy  

p r o d u c e r s  and the n at i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  markets. 

They d o m i n a t e d  in te rn a l trade, b u y i ng  goods from the 

p r o d u c e r s  to sell to the e x po r t er s in B a n g k o k  and 

b r i n g i n g  i m p o r t e d  p r o d u c t s  to sell to the rural

p r o d u c e r s .  At the same time, W e s t e r n  m e r c h a n t s  d o m i n a t e d  

the i m p o r t - e x p o r t  b u s i n e s s  as well as s h i p p i n g  (Sirilak, 

1981: 118-120). Both group s were also i m por tan t

i n v e s t o r s  in the n e w l y - e s t a b l i s h e d  i n du s t r i e s  like teak-, 

ti n- m i ni n g , rice- and saw -m il li n g , as well as in banking. 

E l e m e n t s  of the old s a k di na a  rulin g class also had a 

share in the newly c r ea te d  wealth, eith er t h r o u g h  direct

i n v e s t m e n t  or by f u n c t i o n i n g  as c r ed i t or s to a nu mb e r  of

the new bu s i ne s s e s .  At the same time, o p p o r t u n i t i e s  were 

also o p e n e d  up for such e n t e r p r i s e s  as m o n e y l e n d i n g  and 

l a n d r e n t i n g .

M a r k e t  r e l a t i o n s  that linked the v i ll a ge  to Ba n g k o k  

and to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a rk e t had l i ke w i s e  c r e at ed  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of a c c u m u l a t i o n  in the rural area itself, 

n o t a b l y  a mo ng the me rc h an t s , r i c e - m i l l e r s  and landown ers .  

In the ea rly year s of Thep ara j the vi l l a g e r s  did not have
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a di re c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with  any r i c e - m i l l e r . Rather, it 

was the C h i n e s e  tr ad e r s who c o n s t i t u t e d  the p oi nt of 

con ta c t b e t w e e n  the local c o m m od i t y p r o d u c t i o n  and the 

w id e r  market. They were thus able to e x t r a c t  the surplus  

from the pa d d y p r o d u c e r s  from this p o sit io n.  The ca pi tal  

they coul d a c c u m u l a t e  was u s ua l l y eith er r e p a t r i a t e d  to 

C hi n a  or r e i n v e s t e d  in their tr ad i n g or in p r o c e s s i n g  

b u s i ne s s es .  The re s o u r c e s  at their c o m m a n d  did not 

c o n s t i t u t e  a source of p a t r o n a g e  vis a vis the rural 

vi ll a ge r s .  Besid es,  their a pp e a r a n c e s  in the vil la g e  

were still few and far b e t w e e n  and the most likely p e r i o d  

for them  to have been seen w o u l d  have been afte r ha rv e s t  

time. They did not r esi de l oc all y but te nd ed to be ba s ed  

in towns or at m a r k e t i n g  centr es far r e m o v e d  from  the 

vill age . A d d e d  to this, goods other than pa d d y  were 

still be i n g  b a r t e r e d  d i r e c t l y  b e t w ee n  p r o d u c e r s  and the 

o v e r al l  vo lu m e  of trade in those years was still limited. 

Thus, the C h i n e s e  m e r c h a n t s  were b e g i n n i n g  to make their 

p r e s e n c e  felt in Th eparaj society, their i n f l u e n c e  was as 

yet r e s t r i c t e d  and they had no place in the social and 

p o l i t i c a l  aff a i r s of the local community.

In short, by the time p e o p le  be ga n to settle in 

The pa r a j,  T h a i l a n d  had b ec o m e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  into the 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n  of labour, and its a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

was u n d e r g o i n g  a p e r i o d  of ref or ma ti o n.  The first

s et t l e r s  in Thep ar aj had a l re a d y beco me m a r k e t - o r i e n t e d ,  

s p e c i a l i s e d  rice p r o du c er s .  Some ve s t i g e s  of the old 

s a k d i n a a  s y s te m existed, al on g with c e r t a i n  other 

p a t t e r n s  of p o w e r  and influence, but they we re changing.
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Ch i n es e  trade rs  and m i d d l e m e n  had beco me  p r e d o m i n a n t  in 

li nk i n g the rice p r o d u c e r s  w it h the market.

T hes e chan ges  were to a c c el e r at e in the first 

de ca d es  of the t w e n t i e t h  century.
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CHAPTER 4

F U R T H E R  C O M M E R C I A L I Z A T I O N  AND THE STATE'S I N C R E A S I N G  

IMPACT ON RU RA L SOCI ETY

In the early d e cad es of the t w e n ti e t h century, the 

p e a s a n t r y ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  in c o m mo d i ty  p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e e d e d  

further, wh il e the c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

sy st e m wh i ch  b eg a n  du ri ng  the late d e c a de s  of the 

n i n e t e e n t h  cen t ur y  be g a n to have si g n i f i c a n t  e ff e ct s  at 

the p r o v i n c i a l  and lower levels of the bu r ea u c r a c y .  By 

this time, not only were the p e a s an t  prod uc er s' fortu ne s 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  tied to the f l u c t u a t i n g  pr ic e levels, but 

their lives and the level of p r o d u c t i o n  in the local

c om m u n i t y  were also i n c r e a s i n g l y  af fe ct e d by d e c i s i o n s  of 

b u r e a u c r a t s  and l e g i s l at o r s in Bangkok.

The i n cr e a s i n g  need for mo ney and the stead y forei gn  

d e m an d  for rice led the p e a sa nt  p r o d u c e r s  to become

f u l l y - f l e d g e d  s p e c i a l i s t  r i c e - g r o w e r s . The scheme of 

rice exp o rt s  showed a slow errat ic rise up to 1870- 74  and 

then rose r ap id ly  to a peak of 25.7 m i l l i o n  pi cu ls  in 

1930-34. B e t w e e n  1907 and 1940, expor ts  r an g e d  from 

40-50% of the total rice pr od uc tio n. The e x p a n d i n g

p r o d u c t i o n  was a c c o m p l i s h e d  by the c o n t i n u i n g

e x t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of c u l t i v a t i o n  wh ich  led to the area 

p l a n t e d  in paddy, using from 9.1 m i l li o n  rai in 1905/6 to 

34.6 m i l l i o n  in 1950, cou p l ed  with the in cr eas e in

p o p u l a t i o n  from 7.3 m i l l i o n  in 1900 to 17.3 m i l l i o n  in 

1947. In fact, the area c u l t i v a t e d  grew even faste r than 

the pop u l at i o n,  wh i c h  im p li ed  a rise in the ratio  of land
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to labour. And  since there was little change in

c u l t i v a t i o n  techniq ue , I ng ram  co ncl u d es  that the trend 

had been for "the a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  in ge n er a l  to 

give up leisure and other o c c u p a t i o n s  for the a d d i t i on a l  

income e a r n e d  by w o r k i n g  longer hours per day and more 

days per year in order to p r od u c e more rice" (Ingram, 

1971: 55, 37-55).

B e c o m i n g  ful l- ti m e  p r o d u c e r s  of rice for sale 

c o n s e q u e n t l y  mean s that the pe a s a n t r y  was also b e c o m i n g  

more d e p e n d e n t  on the market, that they now had to face 

not only the natur al and social el em en ts w h i c h  c o n t i nu e d  

to s i g n i f i c a n t l y  affect their rice pro d uc t i on ,  but they 

also had to face the f l u c t u a t i o n  of the market. 

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  after the b oo m p e r i od  of the 1880s and 

1890s, the years 19 05 -19 12 could be c o n s i d e r e d  as a 

se tba ck  somewhat, c o m p a r e d  wit h the ea rl ie r decades. A 

series of d is a s t e r s  and other  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  u n f a v o u r a b l e  

to the pe a s a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  took place. The pe rio d

w i t n e s s e d  a s u c c e s s i o n  of poor  crops caus ed by e x c e ss i v e  

i n s u f f i c i e n t  or u n f a v o u r a b l y  timed  r ai nfa ll  and flooding. 

In 1906/7 an o u t b r e a k  of animal disease ad d e d to the 

trouble. B e t w e e n  1902 and 1908 the baht cu rre nc y

a p p r e c i a t e d  in s u c c e s s i v e  stages, wh ic h w o r k e d  to the 

d i s a d v a n t a g e  of the rice e x p o r t i n g  p e a s a n t r y  b e c a u s e  it 

ca us e d the d om e s ti c  p ric e of rice to fall (Johnston,

1976: 285-290; NA 6, M 3.4/8).

C o n c u r r e n t l y ,  the stat e' s e x t r a c t i o n  of the surplus 

from the p e a s a n t r y  was i n c r e a s i n g l y  thr o u gh  ta xation, as 

the e x t r a c t i o n  in the form of labour service was
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g ra d u a l l y  dis man t le d .  By the b e g i n n i n g  of the t w e n t ie t h  

century, the wh ol e sy s te m  of m a n p o w e r  co nt r o l itself had 

been d is sol ve d. The phrai were re l ea s e d  from the corvee 

s y s t em  and the servi ce  o b l i g a t i o n  was c o n v e r t e d  into a 

money tax. In 1905, wh en the m i l i t a r y  c o n s c r i p t i o n  act 

was ins tit ut ed , those who were c o n s c r i p t e d  no longer had 

to pay this c a p i t a t i o n  tax (Suvit, 1979: 189). Inste ad

of h a vi n g  to c on t r i b u t e  to the state and the naay in 

labour service, the p o p u l a t i o n  now had to c o n t ri b u te  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  in terms of money  taxes.

In 1900, as a resu lt  of Great B r i t a i n ' s  ev ent ua l  

a g r e e m e n t  to a llo w land held by the sub jects to be taxed 

at rates not e x c e e d i n g  those cha rg e d in Lower Burma, land 

tax rates were ra is ed upw a r ds  and the tax was now fixed 

a c c o r d i n g  to the land f er t i li ty  using yi e ld  per rai as 

the main criteria. Tax on top qu al i t y land in areas of 

heavy s e t t l e m e n t  i n c r e a s e d  from .25 to b e t w e e n  .30 and 

1.00 baht per rai w hi c h  a m o u n t e d  to a 30 - 300% increase. 

The new land tax wh i ch  was put into e ffe ct in 1905-6 

y i e l d e d  twice the reven ue  of the old one (Johnston, 1976: 

296-297; Ingram, 1971: 77, 178). Ta k e n toge th er,  the

land and c a p i t a t i o n  taxes had in cr ea se d  th eir share in 

the stat e's  total tax rev e n ue  from 8 - 12% in the early 

1890s to 20 - 25% in 1910-1926. Bes i de s these two taxes, 

there were also i n cr e a se s  in other taxes, such as on 

bo ats and fi s hi n g  im plements, and cattle r e g i s t r a t i o n  

fees, etc., (Ingram, 1971: 177-178; John sto n, 1976:

296-297, 299).
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The tax increases, along with the na tu ral  

v i s c i s s i t u d e s  and the adve rse  export co n d i t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  

from the cur r en c y  a p p r e c ia t i on ,  co mb in e d to make the 

p e r i o d  1 9 05- 191 2 a grim one. An o b s e r v a t i o n  by the

m i n i s t e r  of a g r i c u l t u r e  in 1910 sums up the situation.  

In a m e m o r a n d u m  to the king, he cited as causes  of the 

r e c e s s i o n  the "sudden rise of the land tax, the rise in 

cattle r e g i s t r a t i o n  fees, the advent of c a p i t a t i o n  tax, 

bo at tax, c o m p u l s o r y  en l is tm en t, the c h an g i n g  of silver 

to gold st an da rd"  w hi ch wh en  " co mb i ne d  t o g e t h e r  wi th  one 

bad s eas on after another, has r e du c e d the g re a t e r  p o r ti o n  

of the a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  to a state of i n de b t e d n e s s  

and hand to m o u t h  ex is t en ce "  {NA 6, K 1/4, 1-19). The

f l u c t u a t i o n s  in the pe asants' fo rtunes c o n t i n u e d  with 

lower p r ice s duri ng  the first W o r l d  War, floods and 

d ro u g ht  in 1917 and 1919; wh ile  the end of the War saw a 

d ra m at i c  rise in rice p ric e (e.g. an 8- fo ld  in c re a s e  in 

Bang Chan), and the 1920s was g e n e r al l y  a p r o s p e r o u s  

pe r i o d  with  high pr ic e s and a gr ow in g vo l u me  of e x por ts  

until a d r as t i c set b ac k  was bro u gh t  about by the 

w o r l d - w i d e  D e p r e s s i o n  in the 1930s le aving a great many  

h o u s e h o l d s  of r i c e - f a r m e r s  in d e s t i t u t i o n  (Stifel, 1976: 

237-238; Hanks, 1972: 119-120).

A pa r t  from m o d i f y i n g  the tax sy st em in line with the 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  m o n e t i z e d  economy, the state also at t e m p t e d  

to come to terms wi th  the effects of the i n c re a si n g  

c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  and s e r i o u s n e s s  of the land pr ob le m s  

t h r o u g h  the p r o m u l g a t i o n  of the Land C e r t i f i c a t e  Act of 

1901 and the s u b s e q u e n t  C o n s o l i d a t e d  Land Act of 1908, so
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as to i n s t i tu t e  a p e r m a n e n t  s yst em of land m ea s ur em e nt ,  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  and the is s ui ng  of title deeds. The modern

idea of land o w n e r s h i p  was thus legally e s t a b l i s h e d  to

d i s t i n g u i s h  "fact ua l o c c u p a n c y  from o w ne r s h i p "  (Yano,

1968: 854) and this again was first i m p l e m e n t e d  in

s e l e c t e d  areas of the Cen t ra l Plain. As a result, the

s t r u ct u re  of the former e co n o m i c  and p o l i t i c a l  syste m

w h i c h  was b a s e d  on the r ul ing  class's right over p er son s

was g r a d u a l l y  d i s s o l v e d  and r e c o n s t i t u t e d  i ns t ea d  in the

form of right s over land ed  pr op erty, while inc re a si n g ly ,

p owe r was e x e r c i s e d  in a more indi rec t m a n n e r  t hr o u gh  the

state a p p a ra t u s and the rule of law, a l t h o u g h  the former

p e r s o n a l i s t i c  ties and the conce pt  of the right s over

p er s o n s  c o n t i n u e d  to pe r s i s t  and both the old and new

forms of rights mi gh t be u t i l i z e d  to m a i n t a i n  and

s t r e n g t h e n  the p o s i t i o n  of w e a l t h  and power of a person.

It was in the early d ec ade s of the t we n t i e t h  ce nt u r y also

that the impact of Rama V's Re fo rma t i on ,  l a u n c h e d  in the

late n i n e t e e n t h  century, be ga n  to be felt concretely in the

rural areas and the p r o v i n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was

i n c r e a s i n g l y  sub j e ct  to the control of the ce ntral

gov er n me n t . As Tej has p o i n t e d  out, "a more than

r e a s o n a b l e  c lai m can be made that by 1915 the f o un d a t i o n

for a c e n t r a l i z e d  p r o v i n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  had b ee n laid

in Siam" (Tej, 1977: 200). The p r e v i o u s  i n d e p e n d e n c e  of

the p r o v i n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and the e c o n o m i c a l l y  and

p o l i t i c a l l y  p o w e r f u l  p o s i t i o n  of the p r o v i n c i a l  nobles

was s e r i o u s l y  curtail ed . The p r o v i n c i a l  n o b i l i t y  was

d e p r i v e d  of mu ch of its former p a t r o n a g e  as the
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m i n i s t r i e s  in B a n g k o k  took over the a p p o i n t m e n t  of a 

nu mb e r of i m p o rt a n t post s a t ta c h e d  to the p r o v i n c i a l  

h e a d q u a r t e r s .  Its ju di cia l in d e p e n d e n c e  was e v e n t u a l l y  

taken away as pe op le  coul d now refer their cases to the 

c our ts  i ns t e a d  of s u b j e c t i n g  them under the nobles' 

a r b i t r a ti o n . D i s t r i c t  o f fi c e r s  were also f or ced  to refer 

ma jor  crime cases to p r o v i n c i a l  courts and s u b - d i s t r i c t  

elders to refer mi no r cr i mi n a l cases to d i st r i c t  

of ficers. The p r o v i n c i a l  nobles' e co n om i c  base was also 

u n d e r m i n e d  wh en  they had to accept  sal ar i es  i n st e a d of 

be i n g  a l l o w e d  to r eta in  part of the taxes c o l l e c t e d  in 

their pr o v in c e s.  G r a d u a l l y  the posts at the p r o v i n c i a l  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  were  f ill ed by o f f ic i a ls  from the centre; 

a mon g them were junior m e m b e r s  of the royal family, a few

army o f f i c e r s  and also g r a d ua t es  from the civil serv ic e

school. Hence, a lt h ou g h  a numbe r of p r o v i n c i a l  nobles 

c o n t i n u e d  to r et ain  their posts in the r e s t r u c t u r e d  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  they had e v e n t u a l l y  to come to terms with 

the i n c r e a s i n g  a u t h o r i t y  of the central g o v e r n m e n t  ( T e j , 

1977 : 99-176) .

This p e r i o d  thus w i t n e s s e d  the state b e g i n n i n g  to

assum e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  r e l a t i n g  to as p ec t s  of the

p o p u l a t i o n ' s  p r o d u c t i o n  and re p ro d uc tio n, a l t h o u g h  still 

on a li m i t e d  scale; and some of the i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  

p r o j e c t s  had as their o b j e c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  control, rath er  

than the i m p r o v e m e n t  of p r od u ct i o n.  The state u n d e r t o o k  

to e s t a b l i s h  a new c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

system. Tel eg r ap h ,  po st al and t e le p h on e  n e t w o r k s  were 

set up. R a i l w a y s  link ing  the main o u t l y i n g  re gi o n s of
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the cou nt r y w it h the centre had been c o m p l e t e d  by the 

1940s and a l t h o u g h  the stat e' s main conc ern  was over the 

issues of sec u r it y  and p o l i t i c a l  control, r a i lw a y s  

l in ki ng  the centre  with the N or th and the N o r t h e a s t  also 

f a c i l i t a t e d  trade and the d e v e l o p m e n t  of c o m mo d i ty  

p r o d uc t i on ,  e s p e c i a l l y  the e x p a n s i o n  of rice p r o d u c t i o n  

(Feeny, 1976: 163, 198-199; Anan, 1984: 147-148).

P r o j e c t s  ai me d dir e c tl y  to f a c i li t a te  the gr o w th  of rice 

c u l t i v a t i o n  and to s t a b i li z e  rice yields took the form of 

i rr i g a t i o n  f a cil iti es , but these were car r ie d  out on a 

li mi t e d scale and on an ad hoc basis and were also 

c o n f i n e d  to the C e nt r a l P la in region. Ap a r t  from this 

the state also a s su m e d r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for s c h o o l i n g  and 

in 1898 the p r o v i n c i a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s  were or d e r e d  to 

c o - o p e r a t e  with the t e mpl es to sp re ad e l e m e n t a r y  

e d u c a t i o n  (Tej, 1977: 180) and b e tw ee n  188 5 - 18 92  the

g o v e r n m e n t  m o n a s t e r y  schools for the ge n e r a l  pu bl ic  

spre ad over much of the cou n t ry  with v a r y i n g  de g re e s  of

success (Wyatt, 1969: 118, 110-117). A f te r  the

C o m p u l s o r y  E d u c a t i o n  Act was p a s s e d  in 1921, the ch i l d r e n  

were then taug ht in schools (DeYoung, 1955: 164).

S i m i l a r l y  in 1906, P r in c e  D a m r o n g  a sk e d  the

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  of the v a r i ou s  m o n t h o n  to 

accep t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for h e a l t h  service so as "to help 

to inc r ea se  the p o p u l a t i o n  who wo u ld  in time grow up to 

serve in the ar med forces and to pay taxes to the 

g o v e r n m e n t "  ( Tej, 1977: 182). S i g n i f i c a n t l y  also was

the fact that the state was also a t t e m p t i n g  to e s t a b l i s h  

its cont ro l over the int e r na l  order. In the ope n i n g
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d ec a d e s  of this c en tur y the local po ck e t s of power, the 

local b a n d i t s  and n a k l e n g , were thus e x p e r i e n c i n g  their 

contr ol over the use of vio lence, w hic h was an i m p or t a nt  

b asi s of their loca ll y ba s e d  influence, s l i p p i n g  from 

their hands as of f i c i a l  p o l i c e m e n  were sent out to 

st at i o n in or near their lo calities.

The e x p a n d i n g  and in c re a s i n g l y  m o n e t i z e d  ma rk e t  

economy, as well as the sp re ad  of the state's control

into the rural areas, a f f e c t e d  C h a c h o e n g s a o  and Theparaj, 

w hi c h  lay close to the centre of trade and power. 

I n c r ea s in g l y,  the ex ten t of the p o p u l a t i o n ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  

in the e x p a n d i n g  m ar k e t  r e l a ti o n s soon r e s u l t e d  in 

C h a c h o e n g s a o  o u t s h a d o w i n g  the rest of the p r o v i n c e s  in

the same m o n t h o n  in trade as well as in the amoun t of

crime. This led Pr i nc e  D a m r o n g  to pr o p o s e  to the king in 

1903 that the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  centre of m o n t h o n  Pr ac hi n  

ou ght to be m o v e d  from the t o w ns h i p at P r a c h i n b u r i  to the

t o w n s h i p  of Ch a c ho e n g s a o ,  as the latter was "a place

wh ere  pe op l e  gat h er  and it p r o v i d e s  more b e n e f i t s  than

ot her towns and had more crime wh i ch  co uld then be 

pa ci f i ed " .  And Rama V's o p in i o n on this m a t t e r  furth er

su mm e d  up the s it u a t i o n  in C h a c h o e n g s a o  of the time:

"When our a n c e s t e r s  e s t a b l i s h e d  P r a c hi n  as a pr i n c i p a l

to wnship, it was of a m i l i t a r y  cause. The t r a n s f e r  to

C h a c h o e n g s a o  w o u l d  be for re aso ns  of trade". The

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  centr e was s u b s e q u e n t l y  m o v e d  to

C h a c h o e n g s a o  in 1904 (NA 5, M 50/4).

Due to the fact that C h a c h o e n g s a o  was k now n as a 

" c r i m e - i n f e c t e d "  area in those years, the sta t e' s  attem pt
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to gr app le  with the p r o b l e m  was sw if tly  c a r r i e d  out in 

pr act ic e. A local po l ic e  sta t io n  in the Th ep ara j area

was m e n t i o n e d  in a report dated 1904 (NA 5, M 50/1-4).

Soon after, in 1907, c o n s t r u c t i o n  work on a ra i l w a y  line 

li nk i n g Ba n g k o k  with C h a c h o e n g s a o  b eg an (Somjai, 1974). 

The same p e r i o d  w i t n e s s e d  the state's p l a y i n g  a part in 

the i m p r o v e m e n t  of the t e c h n ic al  i n f r a s t r uc tu r e.  The

s m a l l - s c a l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of w a t e r g a t e s  in the Prawet 

Canal area was r e p o r t e d  to have been complete d,  r e s u l t i n g  

in the m o v e m e n t  of goods and the general c o m m u n i c a t i o n

and t r a d in g  c o n d i t i o n s  be in g  be t t e r  f a c i l i t a t e d  (NA 5, K 

9.3/19). And, as a resul t of the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the 

s y s t em  of land righ ts  r e g i st r a ti on ,  the Thepa ra j v il l ag es  

s u b s e q u e n t l y  had the p r o p e r t y  rights over their land 

c o n f i r m e d  and the first set of title deeds were  issue d to 

them in 190 7.

Th ese  d e v e l o p m e n t s  n a t u r al l y  a f f e c t e d  the 

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  and po we r  r e l a t i o n s  among the v il lag e  

h o u s e h o l d s  t h e m s e l v e s  and also r e l a ti o n s b e t w e e n  the 

v i l la g e  and the wi d e r  world. The villagers' in v o l v e m e n t  

wi th the m a r k e t  was i n t e n s i f i e d  and their need for money  

was not r e s t r i c t e d  to the p u r c h a s e  of goods that they 

co uld  not t h e m s e l v e s  pr oduce; they also n e e d e d  extra 

m on e y to pay for w id er v a r i e t i e s  of taxes that the state 

was now d em an di ng.  At the same time, the ex p a n d i n g  

m a r k e t  r el a t i o n s  also led to certain groups  of pe opl e 

a c q u i r i n g  a more a d v a n t a g e o u s  p o s i t i o n  c o m p a r e d  w i t h the 

o the rs  b e c a u s e  they had b e tt e r  access to the im por t a nt  

means of p r o du ct i on .  M o n e y l e n d e r s ,  m e r c h a n t s  and
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l a n d o w n e r s  came to assume  an e c o n o m i c a l l y  and/or

p o l i t i c a l l y  p o w e r f u l  role w i th in  the local co mm uni ty

w hil e the v il l ag e  h o u s e h o l d s  were b e c o m i n g  more

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d .  Wh e r e a s  under the s ak d in aa  sy s te m the

r u l i ng  class g ain ed access to the labour s e r vi c e  of and

the goods p r o d u c e d  by the p ea san tr y, l a rge ly  t h ro ug h  its

e xe r c i s e  and o r g a n i z a t i o n  of co er ci ve co nt r o l and th ro ugh  

the ide o lo g y  of rights over persons, un de r the

i n c r e a s i n g l y  m o n e t i z e d  m a r k e t  syste m the right s over 

pe r s o n s  was g r a d ua ll y  s u p e r c e d e d  thro ugh  the i n s t i t u t i o n

of p r o p e r t y  rights. C o n c o m m i t t a n t  with this d e v e l o p m e n t

was also the p r o c es s  of d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  among the

p e a s a n t r y  itself w hic h me a nt  that a s e ct i on  of the

p e a s a n t s  g r a d u a l l y  b e c a me  d i s p o s s e s s e d  of their means of 

l i v e l i h o o d  and had to turn to the l a n d o w n e r s  as

m o n e y l e n d e r s  for acce ss to their means or to sell their 

labour power, wh i l e  thei r i n v o l v e m e n t  in trade

i n c r e a s i n g l y  s u b j e c t e d  them to the r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of

u neq ua l e x ch a n ge  wi t h the merchan ts.

In T h e p a r a j , land had been cl ai me d and o c c u p i e d  very

soon after it was ope n e d up. For the m a j o r i t y  of the

h o u s e h o l d s  the area c l a i m e d  was close ly r e l a t e d  to the

size of the hous eh old : a few p i o n e e r i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  were

able to cl a im  larger pl ots than most b e c a u s e  of their

access to the thaat labour which was av a i l a b l e  un til the 

turn of the century. By 1908 when ' all the land in the

area was is s u ed  wi th  title deeds, one can a s c e rt a i n  

r ou g h ly  the land o w n e r s h i p  s it u a t io n  from the i nf o r m a t i o n  

c o n t a i n e d  in the title deeds w h i c h  i nc lu d e d  i n fo r m a t i o n
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on the a mou nt  of land a pe rs o n  owned, how it was

ac quired, the own e r' s  place of residen ce . By 1908, some 

of the p i o n e e r i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  had alrea dy d i v i d e d  up and 

d i s t r i b u t e d  their land am ong their ch ildren, while  

others' land had been t r a s f e r r e d  to new owners, p o s s i b l y  

th r o u g h  debt f o r e c l o s u r e s  or i n vo l un t a ry  sale. Out of

some 3,000 rai of land in the village, there was the 507 

rai of cr own land wh ic h had been sold by pri v at e

i nd i v i d u a l s  to the king in the later ye ar s of the

n i n e t e e n t h  c en tur y and w hi c h  r e m a i n e d  crown  p r o p e r t y  up 

until the 1970s, when it was t r a n s f e r r e d  to the state's 

La nd R e f o r m  Office. Hence, this land can thus be tr ea t e d

as a b s e n t e e - o w n e d  land at least until 1975 -7 6 As for

the tren d in land a l i e n a t i o n  as rega rd s the rest of 

the land in the village, aside from the c row n land, by 

1908, 3 title deeds were in the hands of a b sen te e

l an do wn ers , two were r e s i d e n t s  of the n e i g h b o u r i n g  tambon 

Ba ng Phra, wh i l e the th ir d seem ed to be an o ff ici al  

(judging from his rank of l u a n g ), who was r e s i d i n g  in 

C h a c h o e n g s a o  town. As eld e rl y  v i l l ag e r s say that there 

e x i s t e d  no a bs e n te e  l a n do w ne rs  in the p i o n e e r i n g  days, 

be c a u s e  all the land was o c c u p i e d  by h o u s e h o l d s  that had 

c l a i me d  it, it may be p l a u s i b l e  to

Fro m 1975-76 onwards, when this land beca me  
s t a t e - o w n e d  land under the m a n a g e m e n t  of the La n d  R e fo r m  
Office, te nan ts  have been given land righ ts c e r t i f ic a t es ,  
have en j o y e d  almo st total s ec u ri t y  over their land, and 
they are able even to rent out or sell their p a r t i c u l a r  
plots. Hence, since 1975-76, tenan ts  on this land have 
a c q u i r e d  a p o s i t i o n  m uch  more ak i n to that of 
o w n e r - o p e r a t o r s  than of tenants.
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assume that the 106 rai of land was p r o b a b l y  ac q u i r e d  by 

a bs e nt e e  l an d o w n e r s  t hr o ug h  fo r e c l o s u r e s  or in v o lu n t a r y  

sales. If one sets aside the crown land, wh o s e ow n e r s h i p  

r em a i n e d  unch an ged , in 1908 land owned by a bs e n t e e  owners 

a c c o u n t e d  for 3.3% of all the r e m a i n i n g  land in the

village. (If crown land is i n clu de d then the p e r c e n t a g e  

rises to 18.9%.)

Also  by 1908, the w e a l t h i e s t  first s e t t le r  in the

area, K h w e a n g  Klan, who had c l ai m e d seve ra l h u n d r e d  rai

of land wh en Pra we t  Canal was op ene d up and w h en  he 

h im s e l f  had u n d e r t a k e n  the e x c a v a t i o n  of feeder  canals in 

the area, w ith  the resul t that more land had come under 

his ow ne rs hip , now found  his fortune e v a p o ra t i ng .  Local 

p e o p l e  often a t t r i b u t e d  this largely to his ob s e s s i o n  

w it h  gambling, as well as to the failure of his v ar iou s  

v e n t u r e s  like trading, ri ce- de a li ng ,  g a m b l i n g  houses, 

theatre, etc. In this time he had sold off ne ar ly  all

his land and he left little to his c h i l d r e n  after his 

death. Wh i l e  the fortune of Klan's famil y eclipsed,

a no t h er  local family  rose to assume the l e a d e r s h i p  

p o s i t i o n  in the co m m u n i t y  in terms of w e a l t h  and 

pre st i g e,  lar g e ly  by o p e r a t i n g  s u c c e s s f u l l y  as

m o n e y l e n d e r - c u m - l a n d o w n e r , w h il e  at the same time 

r e a c t i v a t i n g  the old p e r s o n a l i s t i c  ties with the B a ng k o k  

h i g h - r a n k i n g  off ic ial s.  This well be de al t with later 

on .

C o n c o m m i t a n t  with such d e v e l o p m e n t s  was also a 

g rad ua l p o p u l a t i o n  increase. Up until 1910, Ta mbo n

Thepa raj  had be en s i t u a t e d  in Am ph oe  M u e a n g  wh i c h  was
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d i v i d e d  into 33 tambons and 409 villa ges , with a 

p o p u l a t i o n  of 33,142. To wa r d s the m id dle  of the 1910s, 

it was de c i d e d  that this amphoe was b e c o m i n g  too large

and that there ought to be two amphoes in the area.

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a new ampho e called S a n a m  Jan was

e s t a b l i s h e d  in a "densely p o p u l a t e d  and crime i n fec ted  

area" and Theparaj came under  the s u p e r v i s i o n  of this new 

amph oe (NA 5, M 50/4).

B e t w e e n  1900 and 1930, the trend to wa rd s  gre a t er

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  was p r o c e e d i n g  g r adu all y.  The

f l u c t u a t i o n  in the pa dd y prices, the mild r e c e s s i o n  and

the n at ur al v i c c i s i t u d e s  e a rl i er  d e s c r i b e d  led to several

pi ec e s  of land b e in g  t r a n s f e r r e d  b et w ee n 1908 and 1930, 

e i t h er  t hr o u g h  sale or t h r ou g h  debt for ec lo su r e.  Du ri ng

this period, 12.9% of the land cha n g ed  hands due to debt

f or e c lo s u re ,  22.9% t h r o ug h sale and 17.4% t hro ug h

i nh e r it a n ce .  D u r i n g  these ye ar s those who were lending  

m one y to some of the Th ep ara j v i l l a g e r s  w hi l e  d e m a n di n g

land as a guar ant ee , c o n s i s t e d  of local r e s i d e n t s  as well 

as p e o pl e  who were ba s e d in other areas of C h a c h o e n g s a o . 

In the latter g rou p there were a few Thai m o n e y l e n d e r s  

and a few C hi n e s e  who mi ght  at the same time be e n g ag e d  

in t r a d i n g  and m i l l i n g  ac tiv it i es ,  for the v i l l a g e r s  say 

that p e op l e  in those days often  had to turn to "either 

the rich, the m e r c h a n t s  or to m il ler s"  for loans. As for 

the local m o n e y l e n d e r s  who could give out r e l a t i v e l y  big 

loans with land title deeds as a gua ra nt e e , they were 

us u a l l y  ma de  up of w e l l - o f f  l a nd o w n i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  who did 

not deri ve their income from rice p r o d u c t i o n  alone but
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were of ten len d in g  out mo n e y and/or r e n t i n g  out their 

land as well. Th eir  client de bt ors  u s u a l l y  p ai d  back the 

loans and in te re s t  in pa d d y  after the harvest. Fa il ure  

to keep up with  the int e r es t  pa yme nt  for most people 

me ant  that the u n pa i d  in te re s t w o u l d  simpl y be ad de d on 

to the o r ig i n al  amou nt of debt. Hence, s u c c e s s i v e  crop 

f ai l ur e s  or u n e x p e c t e d  il l ne s s es  or deaths of h o u s e h o l d  

membe rs,  sudden  death s of the buff al oes , etc., could 

pl un g e  a h o u s e h o l d  d eep er into i n d e b t e d n e s s  and could 

lead to the e v en t u al  loss of the m o r t g a g e d  land.

D u r i n g  the 1910s and 1920s, the size of plot a 

h o u s e h o l d  c u l t i v a t e d  still d e p e n d e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  on the 

am ou n t of labour a v a i la b le  to it. Its r e q u i r e m e n t s

te nd e d to change over the family cycle, i.e. when the 

c hi l d r e n  were old en o ug h  to work the land the h o u s e h o l d  

mi gh t  e x p a n d  its h o l d i n g  by re c a l l i n g  the r e nt e d  land 

from its tenants, or if it had no more land of its own it 

m igh t rent in more land. Similar ly , wh en  the chi l d re n  

had all m a r r i e d  and m o v e d  out, the size of land 

c u l t i v a t e d  w o u l d  c o nt r a c t  and some land mi g ht  be re nt e d  

to tenants, or if it was r en t in g  land then the terms 

w o u l d  be given up. The p ic t u r e  of land t e n a nc y cann ot  be 

p r e s e n t e d  here w it h c o m p l e t e  ac cu ra c y  b e c a u s e  the 

i n f o r m a t i o n  is incompl ete . However, in the 1920s it 

coul d r e a s o n a b l y  be a s s u m e d  that there was a high deman d  

to rent land in Thepa raj  as it was a ro und  this time that 

the v i l l a g e r s  recall an inc r e as e  in the amou nt  of rent
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2c h a r g e d  by the lan do wn er  from 4 thang per rai to 6 - 7

th ang  per r a i . The rent of 7 thang per rai wo u ld

a c c o un t  for 28 - 35% of the tenants' p r o d u c e  at the very 

least, since the best land in the best p o s s i b l e  year 

w o u l d  yi e l d  20 - 25 thang  of paddy  per r a i . At ha r ve s t  

time la n do w n e r s  w o u l d  go a r ou n d to their t en a n t s  in their 

bo ats to c o ll e c t the annual rent in paddy, and a big

l a n d o w n e r  w o u l d  have 5 - 6  boats with them. Some

l a n d o w n e r s  were said to have two sizes of m e a s u r i n g

b a s k e t s  (s a t ) at hand - the s mal ler  was us ed  w h e n  their 

own pa d d y  was sold, w hi le the big g er  one was used

e s p e c i a l l y  for rent co l lec tio n.  One local l a n d o w n e r  was 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l - k n o w n  for his huge sat and his tenant s  

us ed to name the ba s k e t  "Old Grief" (Ee S o k a a ) for its 

t e a r s - i n d u c i n g  sight. Some la n d ow n e rs  were more

l eni en t than others. Le n i e n t  ones m ig h t  p o s t p o n e  rent

p a y m e n t  until the f o l lo w i ng  year when h ar ve s t was poor. 

However, pe opl e say that for all l a n d o w n e r s  alike a 

r e d u c t i o n  of rent in a bad year was a "rare p h en o m e n o n " .  

An d if rent arrears were acc um u la t i ng ,  even lenient

l a n dl o r d s w o u l d  turn out the t en ant s from th ei r  land and 

r ep l ac e  them w it h new people.

2 1 th an g = 20 litres
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By 1929, rent and int e r es t  p a y m e n t s  s ee med  to have 

b e c o me  such a w i d e s p r e a d  p r o b l e m  in C h a c h o e n g s a o  as to 

w a r r a n t  P rin ce  D a m r o n g ' s  o b s e r v a t i o n  that in Am ph oe  

P h a n o m s a r a k h a m , w h i c h  was in C h a c h oe n g sa o ,  out of its 

total p o p u l a t i o n  of 25,000, 5,000 owned land w hil e the

ot he r  20,000 were n on - o wne rs;  and only 150 p e o p l e  were 

w i t h o u t  debt. He also c o m m e n t e d  that,

F a r m i n g  dep e nd s  on the will of the weather. 
S o m e t i m e s  there is drought, som et i me s there is too 
m uc h  flooding. Pe o pl e have to b o r r o w  simpl y to 
p r o v i d e  for the da il y r e q u i r e m e n t s  of living. They 
cann ot occu py  t h e m s e l v e s  in other ways b e c a u s e  they 
are not k n o w l e d g e a b l e  enough, or b e c a u s e  there is no 
one to em plo y them. No m a t t er  how much they pr o d u c e  
it is all taken  by l a n d o w n e r s  and cred it or s. And in 
order to start afresh, (the farmers) have to chase 
af ter (the ben ef ac to r s ) again. (NA 5, 2.28/16
33) .

The figure s he cited have to be tre a te d  wit h some caution  

since it is most likely that not all the p o p u l a t i o n  was 

e n g a g e d  in rice far m i ng  and the figures of n o n - o w n e r s  of 

land cann ot be r e a d i l y  a s s u m e d  to be the n u m b er  of the 

te na n t s and lan d l es s  fa rm er s in the a m p h o e . Howev er , his 

ge ne r a l c o m m en t  on the tenants' pr ob le m s , a l t h o u g h  

s o m e w h a t  swe eping, was mu ch  a p p l i ca bl e  to the Theparaj 

area as w e l 1.

A more d e t a i l e d  s ur vey  of the C h a c h o e n g s a o  fa rm in g  

po p u l a t i o n ,  in Am p h oe  M u e a n g  in pa rt i c ul a r , was c a r ri e d  

out by C. Z i m m e r m a n  in 1930-31, when the p e o p l e  were 

b e g i n n i n g  to feel the ef f e ct  of the Great Dep r e ss i o n.  

Z i m m e r m a n  r e c o r d e d  that in C h a c ho e ng s a o,  the te n an ts  who 

o wn e d no land at all a c c o u n t e d  for 42% of the total 

ho u s e h o l d s ,  wh ile  in the Cen tr a l Pl ai n as a w ho l e  the
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figure was 36%. And on the a g r i c u l t u r a l  cr ed i t s i tu a t io n  

he r e p o r t e d  that in the c o m m e r c i a l i z e d  area, m e d i u m  and 

large loans w ere  ofte n b o r r o w e d  from m e r c h a n t s ,  paddy 

b uye rs  and m o n e y l e n d e r s ,  wh i l e small loans m igh t be 

b o r r o w e d  from nei gh b ou r s . Loans were e x p e n d e d  on such 

thi ngs  as land pur c h as e,  farming costs and living

exp ens es , and a p r o p e r t y  g u a r an te e  was n e e d e d  for the 

loan. In the Cen t ra l  Plain, an e s t i m a t e d  49% of the 

h o u s e h o l d s  were in debt, p a y i n g  an in te re st of nea r l y 30% 

per annum. M an y  c r e d it o rs  were also t r ad i n g in paddy,

and they ofte n d i c t a t e d  the grade and the pr ic e of pa dd y

for p a y m e n t  of loans, t o g e t h e r  wit h the m e a s u r i n g

i n s t r u m e n t s  to be e m p l o y e d  when the loans we re be i ng  

se t t l e d  (Zimmerman, 1931: 18, 25, 196-199).

A lot of the rice p r o d u c e r s  in this p e r i o d  were not 

only fa c i ng  the p r o b l e m  of capit al sh o r t a g e  and

i n d e bt e dn e s s;  from the days of the first s e t t l e m e n t  in 

the 1880s up to the 1920s, labour s ho r ta ge  was often 

q u o t e d  as b ei n g  a co n st a n t  obstacle. As has been

d e s c r i b e d  earlier, the m a j o r i t y  of the h o u s e h o l d s  

d e p e n d e d  on their own family  labour to clear and

c u l t i v a t e  the land, but a few h o u s e h o l d s  that m a n a g e d  to

o b t a in  thaat labour  wer e able to cl aim r e l a t i v e l y  more

land than th eir f e l l ow  vi ll ag ers .

H ow ev er , by the very early years of the t w e n t i e t h  

century, Rama V's m e a s u r e  to ab o li sh  s l a v e r y  had taken 

its full e f f e c t  in Thep ar aj and h e n c e f o r w a r d  these few 

h o u s e h o l d s  had to hire the labour they empl oy ed.  In the 

first deca de of the century, wage l a b ou r e rs  were still
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few and far b e t w e e n  and very ha rd to come by. A few of 

the thaat who were freed r e m a i n e d  with their f orm er naay 

"as they did not re al ly  know where to go" and thus 

f u r n i s h i n g  the latter w ith  some extra hands, but a lot of 

thaat  chose to leave and joined those s e e k i n g  some 

new land to clear and cultiva te .

The fact that wage labourers' were still small in 

n um b e r  seems to agree w it h  the i n f o r m a t i o n  on the 

o c c u p a t i o n s  of the Am p h o e  Sa nam  Jan's p o p u l a t i o n ,  in 

wh i c h  Thep ara j was situated. A c c o r d i n g  to the 1913 

o ff i c i a l  st at ist ics , the total p o p u l a t i o n  of the Am ph o e  

n u m b e r e d  13,205 and out of these, 10,480 or 79.36% were 

e n g a g e d  in p a d d y - f a r m i n g , 1,034 or 7.83% in wa ge labour,

820 or 6.21% in t r a d e / c o m m e r c e ,  377 or 2.85% in fishing, 

wh il e  the r e m a i n i n g  3.75% of the people  s p r e a d  out thinly 

over nine other o c c u p a t i o n s  (NA 6, M 23/1). A m o n g  the 

1,034 wage laboure rs,  p r o b a b l y  not all of them were hi red  

in the p a d d y  f ar m i ng  sector and a number mi ght  have been 

the Ch i n e s e  who were h i r e d  as cooli es  by the pa ddy 

m e r ch a n ts ,  and m i l l e r s  who n u m b e r e d  67 in all or 0.51% of 

the total p o p u la t i on .

In the o p e n i n g  de ca d e  of the century, b i g  la n d o w n e r s  

m a n a g e d  to rep l a ce  th eir t h a a t 1s l abo ur by h ir i n g  

n o r t h e a s t e r n e r s  who came in groups to seek wo r k on a 

s ea s on a l  ba si s (see also J o hns ton , 1976: 382-388), while

the m a j o r i t y  of the h o u s e h o l d s  c o n t i n u e d  to rely  on their 

famil y labour, and all h o u s e h o l d s  alike had to d ep e n d  on 

the l abo ur e x c h a n g e  a r r a n ge m e nt . However, as p o p u l a t i o n  

e x p a n d e d  and be g a n  to fill out the fert ile  rice d is t r i c t s
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of the Cen t ra l  Plain, as f r a g m e n t a t i o n  of h o ldi ng s  

p r o c e e d e d  a n ot h er  stage over the cha n g in g  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  as 

some h o u s e h o l d s  had lost their land th r ou g h  i n d e b t e d n e s s  

so that by 1930, 42% of the C h a c h o e n g s a o  h o u s e h o l d s  were

w i t h o u t  land, to wa rds  1930 a fertile d i s t r i c t  like 

Thepa raj  b eg a n  to see an in cr e a s i n g  n u m b er  of pe o p l e

h i r i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  out as wa ge labourers. R e f e r r i n g  to 

the ferti le  rice d i s t r i c t s  of the C en tra l P l ai n  in the 

p e r i o d  up to the 1930s, J o h n s t o n  wrote, "It was p r o b a b l y  

such areas w h ic h  p r o d u c e d  the surplu s labour w h i c h  be g an  

to rep l ac e  Lao w o r k e r s  in Ce n tr a l  Thai a g r i c u l t u r e  at 

this time" (Johnston, 1976: 390).

As such, by 1930 the differential access to the means 

of p r o d u c t i o n  had be c om e  more p r o no u n ce d .  An i n c r e a s i n g  

nu mb e r of h o u s e h o l d s  had to turn to the l a n d o w n e r s  for 

land to rent wh i l e the more d i s t i tu t e  had to reso rt  to 

wa ge work. Man y had to turn to their b e t t e r - o f f  kin s m en  

or m o n e y l e n d e r s  for loans. But a l t h o u g h  such

r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  b e t w e e n  n o n - k i n s m e n ,  were

b e c o m i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o n t r a c t u a l  and c a l c u l a t i n g  in 

nature, they did not c o m p l e t e l y  re pl ac e the p e r s o n a l i s t i c  

and p a t e r n a l i s t i c  ties. Ma ny  ins ta nc e s  were ci t e d when 

bi g l a n d o w n e r s  in the v i l la g e  were r e n t i n g  out small 

p lot s of less than 10 rai to their k i n s m e n  and as the

l att er  did not n o r m a l l y  p os s e s s  their own fa r mi n g

i m p l e m e n t s  nor bu ff a l o es ,  these were ofte n b o r r o w e d  from 

the l a n d o w n e r s  whe n the l a tte r had f i n i s h e d  us i n g  them. 

Wh en times were hard, the p o or e r  tenants w o u l d  turn to 

their ri ch er k i n s m e n  for loans in pa dd y to tide them
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t hr o u g h  to the next ha rvest. As t e c hn i q ue s  of p r o d u c t i o n  

c o n t i n u e d  to be l a b o u r - i n t e n s i v e ,  the extra labour  that 

the c lie nt s we re c o n t r i b u t i n g  in retur n to w o r k  their 

patrons' land was always we lc ome d. At the same time, the 

patrons' status and p r e s t i g e  were also very m u ch  en h a n c e d  

wh en  the social or r e l i g i o u s  o c c a si o n s they st a g e d  were 

a c c o m p l i s h e d  w it h m an y of these extra h el p i n g  hands.

As the social r e l at i o ns  of p r o d u c t i o n  were  

u n d e r g o i n g  some changes, the t e c h n o l o g y  of rice 

c u l t i v a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  very mu ch  the same over the years. 

Th epa ra j farmer s c o n t i n u e d  to use the t r a n s p l a n t i n g  

m e t h o d  and the same farm in g implements. However, a few 

cha ng e s took p la ce as regar ds w a t e r - d r a w i n g  w hen  a new 

de vic e kn ow n  as the jak lorn re p la c e d  the t r ea d le  p ump  

(j ak t h e e b ) in the first d eca de  of this century. The new 

dev ic e  u t i l i z e d  w in d  po wer  and p r o v e d  labo ur  and 

t i m e - s a v i n g  wh en c o m p a r e d  to the old jak theeb wh i ch  

r e q u i r e d  a pe rs o n  to w o rk  the p r o p e l l e r s  by foot. It 

also p r o v e d  more di f f i c u l t  since, wh en  used w i th  the 

raha d or a d r a g o n - b o n e  pump (which c o n s i s t e d  of a 

c o n t i n u o u s  ch ain of square w o o d e n  pad d l es  o p e r a t i n g  in a 

squa re flume w it h a wh ee l at each e n d ) , it was no longer 

n e c e s s a r y  to wa it  for the wa t er  in the canal to reach 

such a hi gh  level as before, since the ra ha d coul d draw 

w a t e r  from a m u c h  lower level. Towa rd s the end of the 

1920s a few w e a l t h y  h o u s e h o l d s  b eg an to r e p la c e  the j ak 

lorn w ith  the jang han (windmills), wh ic h e n a b l e d  wa t e r  to 

be drawn into the fields on a more re gu lar  basis. This, 

a c c o r d i n g  to the vi lla g e rs ,  was due to the fact that the
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jak lom was more or less fixed to its p o s i t i o n  and it 

r e q u i r e d  a r e l a t i v e l y  st r on g  wi nd to bl o w d i r e c t l y  into 

the sails for it to o pe rat e well, wh e r e a s  the jang han 

had a d ev ice  w hi ch  kept it faci ng  into the w i n d  and 

b e c a u s e  of this it wo u l d  c o nt i n u e  o p e r a t i n g  e ven  wh en the 

w i n d  was not so strong. Moreo ver , the jang han could 

also be c o n n e c t e d  to the mor t ar  of the p a d d y  p o u n d i n g  

i n s t r u m e n t  and thus e n a b l e d  the p o u n d i n g  of p a d d y  to be 

a c c o m p l i s h e d  w it h the wind inst ead  of hu m a n  energy. 

Those  w ho  were w e l l - p l a c e d  to take a d v a n t a g e  of the 

ne arb y a v a i l a b l e  t e c h n o l o g y  te nd e d to be the more 

w e l l - t o - d o  h o u s e h o l d s  since they were able to make enoug h 

su rp l us  for re i n v e s t m e n t .  The less we ll- of f , on the 

ot her  hand, ofte n had to b o r r o w  money to buy the new 

devices, w hi le the very small te na nt s could s e l d o m  a ffo rd  

even this and r e s o r t e d  to b o r r o w i n g  such devi ce s, pa y i n g  

the ow ne r s  ba ck in the form of labour service. At the 

same time the ad o p t i o n  of the new d ev ice s also m e a n t  that 

a g re at e r nu m be r  of i m p l e m e n t s  were b o u g h t  from the 

market. W h i l e  the jak theeb us ed  in the forme r days was 

made by the farm ers  th e ms el v es ,  the new d e vi c es  were not. 

The r a ^ad and other d e vi c e s were said to be produced by 

the Chi ne s e b a s e d  at the m a r k e t  ce nt re s in the area. 

Howe ver , m os t h o u s e h o l d s  c o n t i n u e d  to make and repai r the 

ot he r  ba s i c i m p l e m e n t s  like the plough, harrow, etc., 

thems e l v e s .

On the whole, there was a general i nc r e a s e  in the 

farmers' i n v o l v e m e n t  w it h  the market. By the 1920s,

aside from the l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d  Kl on g Suan market, one or
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two shops co uld now be fo und sc a t t e r e d  about the t a m b o n . 

One was ow ne d  by an i m mi g r an t  from China  who m a r r i e d  a 

Thai w o m a n  and an o t h e r  was owned by a couple w ho had 75 

rai of r i c e l a n d  but chose to hire lab ou re r s  to wo rk  it 

wh il e  they t h e m s e l v e s  ran the shop. F a r m  im p le m e nt s  

c oul d be p u r c h a s e d  from the boats w h i c h  b r o u g h t  the 

p r o d u c t s  from their place of m a n u f a c t u r e  and w h i c h  wo u l d  

n o r m a l l y  an ch o r at the Kl on g Suan ma rk et  for a few days 

b e f o re  c o n t i n u i n g  on their journey to other  places. 

Ap a r t  from this, food was ofte n p u r c h a s e d  by the big 

h o u s e h o l d s  in large q u an t it ie s . O c ca s i on al l y,  m em b e r s  of 

these h o u s e h o l d s  w o u l d  rise just befo re  dawn and row down 

to the B a n g p a k o n g  River w he re a fl oa ti n g m a r k e t  was held. 

T her e they w o u l d  buy fruits and v e g e t a b l e s  at low price s  

and in large qu an t i ti e s . " N o n - p e r i s h a b l e "  foods like 

coconuts, pu mp kin s,  b o i l e d  b a m b o o  shoots, m a rro ws , etc., 

w o u l d  be bou g ht  in h u n d r e d s  in order to last th em  a good 

part of the year. O the r h o u s e h o l d s  in the v i l l a g e  could 

ob ta i n these from one or two small tr ad er s w ho p a d d l e d  

al ong the canal se ll i n g bo th  fresh and d ri e d  foods. As 

for meat, the m a j o r i t y  c o n t i n u e d  to rely m a i n l y  on fish 

w h i c h  they ca ug h t from the canal t h e m s e l v e s  and other 

types of meat  w o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  a treat. As such, a 

host who fed c h ic k en  curry to those who came on a labour 

ex ch a n g e  w o u l d  be the talk of the village.

The v i l l a g e r s  also found t h e m s e l v e s  s p e n d i n g  money  

on such se r vi c e s  as h a v i n g  their pa dd y mille d,  w he r e as  

b ef o r e  the 1920s, pa d d y was p o u n d e d  and w i n n o w e d  by 

h o u s e h o l d s  m e m b e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  w ith  the he lp of some
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e x c h a n g e d  labour from the ne ig hb ou r s.  At the b e g i n n i n g  

of the 1920s, the first rice mill in Theparaj was built. 

The mill was o r i g i n a l l y  o wne d by the d a u g h t e r  of a

h i g h - r a n k i n g  of f ic i a l  w o r k i n g  in the p ala ce who later 

sold it to a C hi n e s e  man as the bu s in e s s  was fal tering.  

This C h in e s e man a p p e a r e d  to have owned several m il ls in 

the area. This seems to be in ac c o r d a n c e  wi th J o h n s t o n ' s  

a s s e s s m e n t  that Thais p l a y e d  an imp or t an t  role as 

in ve s to r s  and owners, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in the g ro w t h  of 

p r o v i n c i a l  mills, a l t h o u g h  e v e n t u a l l y  the C h i n e s e  wo u l d  

come to domi nat e.  The king also seemed to have been  

i nv o l v e d  in r e p a y i n g  the debt on a mill in C h a c h o e n g s a o  

and thus came to own the mill him s e lf  (NA 5, Sp ec ial

Regi ste r;  14, 1883). This is similar to the story of

P r i n ce  N a r a t h i p ' s  i n v e s t m e n t  in a Rangs it  mill, described 

by Joh ns ton , w h e r e b y  a loan was g r an t ed  from the Privy  

Purse, but e v e n t u a l l y  the mill had to be sold b e c a u s e  the 

p r i n ce  fa i le d  to find r e l i a b l e  wo r k e r s  and p e r s o n n e l  to 

man it (Johnston, 1976: 253-255).

It was ar ou n d the time when local mi l l s were 

e s t a b l i s h e d  that Thepa ra j v i l l a g e r s  re c a l l e d  p a y i n g  a fee 

to have their p ad d y  m i l l e d  at rice mills. B r o k e n  rice 

and rice bran we re  not r e t a i n e d  by the mi ll s  as is

n o r m a l l y  done nowad ays , but were given b a ck  to the 

farmers who used them to feed the animals r a i s e d  in a 

small numb er in the house compound. The r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b et w e e n  the v i l l a g e r s  and the mil l er s  was l arg ely  

c o n f i n e d  to this. As for the sale of paddy, the farmer s  

were not s ell ing  their p r o d u c e  direc t to the rice m i ll e r s
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but to the C h in e s e m i d d l e m e n  who were p r e s e n t  in a 

r e l a t i v e l y  large n umb er and the latter w ou l d  in turn sell 

the pa dd y to the va r io u s  mills both in C h a c h o e n g s a o  and 

in Bangkok.

In this period, when more  capital was b e i n g  in ve st ed  

mai nl y  in such sp he re s as finance, d i s t r i b u t i o n  and 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o c e s s i n g  - those who were w e l l - p l a c e d  to 

a c c u m u l a t e  c a p it al  were in such b u s i n e s s e s  as 

r ic e - m i l l i n g ,  saw -mi l l in g ,  p add y and re tai l trade, 

mo ne y  l e n d i n g , as well as la nd -r ent ing . The Ch i n e s e  who 

d o m i n a t e d  trade and m i l l i n g  and at the same time pl a y ed  

an i n c r e a s i n g  role in m o n e y l e n d i n g  u s ua l l y chose to 

p l o u g h  the p r o f i t  back into the bu s i ne s s  or remit part of 

the p r o f i t  back to th eir r e l at i ve s  in China. However, 

cap it a l was b e i n g  a c c u m u l a t e d  by the w e a l t h y  Thais in the 

village, too, t hr o u gh  m o n e y l e n d i n g  and lan dr en ti n g.  But 

unl ik e  the Chinese, the Thai c o u n t e r p a r t s  did not us u a l l y  

v e n t u r e  into trade, c o m me r c e or p r o c e s s i n g  (although a 

few had tried and failed), but often p r e f e r r e d  to store 

up their w e a l t h  in the form of land and as v a l u a b l e s  like 

gold or jewelry, or they might have spent  it 

c o n s p i c u o u s l y  as part of status or i n f l u e n c e - b u i l d i n g .  A 

few were b e g i n n i n g  to ch an nel  their i n v e s t m e n t  into their 

sons' e d u c a t i o n  w i t h the hope  that this mi g ht  secur e them 

a pl a c e  of p r i v i l e g e  in the e x p a n d i n g  b u r e a u c r a c y .

The story of one h o u s e h o l d  w h i c h  rose to b e c o me  the 

m ost  e c o n o m i c a l l y  and p o l i t i c a l l y  po w e r f u l  in the vi l la g e  

in the first two and a half decades of the t w e n t i e t h  

cen tu r y and who s u c c e e d e d  Klan as k a m n a n  of T h e p a r a j ,
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may be i l l u s t r a t i v e  of how we a l t h  and po w e r  were 

a c c u m u l a t e d  in the local communi ty.  In the 1880s,

P l u e a n g ' s  pare nt s, like Khwaeng Klan, were am on g the very 

first s e t tl er s  who m i g r a t e d  to Theparaj from a v i l la g e  by 

the B a n g p a k o n g  River, wh er e they had an o r c h a r d  p l a n t e d  

w ith  b e t e l - n u t  and co co nu t  trees, to ge th e r  w ith  a no the r  

plot of land on w h i c h  they c u l t i v a t e d  rice for their own 

fami ly' s con s u mp t i on . F am i l y  labour was e m p l o y e d  to work  

both the r i c e l a n d  and the o r ch a r d and the h o u s e h o l d  had 

no slave labur at their d is p os a l  in those days. Wh en  the 

e x c a v a t i o n  of the P r a w e t b u r i r o m  Canal was comp le te d,

P l u e a n g ' s  p a r e n t s  sold th eir land in the old vi l l a g e  and, 

t o g e t h e r  w ith  a nu mb e r of relatives, m o v e d  to The paraj. 

It was then that they tried to acqui re the labour of some 

slaves to en abl e them to c la im a large area of land by 

r e d e e m i n g  one or two f am ili es  of thaat from the debt they 

owed to their former  n a a y . This i nd i c a t e d  that P le u a n g ' s  

p ar en ts , who ha d h i t h e r t o  be en  p r o d u c i n g  va r i o u s  fruits

for sale, mu st have b een  able to make a fair amoun t of

surp lus  to be able to ac qu ir e the t h a a t . Hence, like 

Khwa eng Kla n' s  family, Pl e u a n g ' s  pa r en t s  were m e m b e r s  of a 

r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l - t o - d o  h o u s e h o l d  by local stan da rds . They 

were able to take ad v a n t a g e  of b ot h the old and the new 

sy st e m  in that they could exp l o it  the fo rc ed  labour of 

the thaat in their a c q u i s i t i o n  of land and in their 

p r o d u c t i o n  of p ad dy  for sale on the market. Wi t h the 

t h a a t 1s ex tra labour, the house ho ld , t o ge t h e r  w i t h  a few 

other s like them, had d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t h e m s e l v e s  from the 

rest of the v i l l ag e  in terms of w e a l t h  and status.
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P l u e a n g ' s  p a r e n t s  m a n a g e d  to claim more than 300 rai of

land alt oge t he r .  By the time the land title deeds were

is su e d in 1907 and P l u e a n g  had su c c e e d e d  his father as 

h o u s e h o l d  head, the land he ow ned a m o u n t e d  to 380 r a i . 

However, by 1930, P lu e a n g ' s  h o u s e h o l d  had m a n a g e d  to 

bu il d  up their stock of land to„ 560 r a i . All of the

a d d i t i o n a l  180 rai of land was ga i n ed  th r o u g h  loan

fo re c l o s u r e s .  A c c o r d i n g  to the i nf o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  in 

the title deeds, P l u e a n g ' s  h o u s e h o l d  a t t r a c t e d  the 

larges t n um ber  of debto r clients, all of w h o m  we re  local 

re sid e n ts .  P l u e a n g  h i m s e l f  very much a s s u m e d  the role of 

p a t r o n  and was also r e g a r d e d  by the othe r v i l l a g e r s  as

such. Wh i l e the len d i ng  of m on ey  to f el low  v i l l a g e r s  was

to him a p r o f i t a b l e  e n te rp ri se,  the fact that he was

p r e p a r e d  to be le ni en t d i s t i n g u i s h e d  him from the more 

" p r o f e s s i o n a l "  m o n e y l e n d e r s  who "were only too eager  to

seize the p l e d g e d  land or to add unpaid  in t e r e s t  onto the 

o r i g i n a l  am ou n t  of debt". In Pl ue a ng ' s  case he was not 

r e l u c t a n t  to see the m o r t g a g e d  land be i n g r e d e e m e d  by his 

de bt o r s and w o u l d  s om e t i m e s  p o s t p o n e  r e p a y m e n t  dates if 

his cl ie n t s  w er e faced wi t h  d i f f ic u l t times. As for 

those v i l l a g e r s  wh ose  debt he foreclo sed , they were 

n o r m a l l y  a l l o w e d  to c on ti n ue  c u l t i v a t i n g  the same plots 

as t e n a n t s .

A f t e r  the thaat were freed, P l u e a n g ' s  h o u s e h o l d s  

t u r n e d  to w ag e l a b o ur e r s to w ork  their land. In the 

earl y years of the century, when la bo ure rs we re  hard to 

come by, P l u e a n g  w o u l d  re ta i n land p r o p o r t i o n a l  to the 

a mou nt  of labour at his c om m an d and w o u l d  rent out the
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rest to tenants. However, by the 1920s, l a b o u re rs  had

i n c r e a s e d  in nu mbe r and it is said that Pl u e an g ' s

h o u s e h o l d  was then e m p l o y i n g  about 15-20 l a b o u r e r s  to 

p e r f o r m  tasks b oth  in the fields and in the h o u s e h o l d  and 

that they were h i r e d  on a y e ar l y basis. In the labour 

e xc h a n g e  a r r a n g e m e n t  the la bo ur ers  were sent to 

c o n t r i b u t e  la bo ur to the other h o u s e h o l d s  in the vi ll ag e 

on P l u e a n g ' s  behalf. N e i t h e r  P l u ea n g  nor his ch il dr e n  

u n d e r t o o k  to w or k the land themselv es.  M o re o v er ,  a 

" su p e r v i s o r "  was also h i r e d  to m ana ge the far m i ng

o p e r a t i o n  wh il e P l u e a n g  m e r e l y  made o c c a s i o n a l  i n s pe c t i on

trips .

To the v i l l a g e r s  of Theparaj, P l u e a n g  seeme d to 

c o n f o r m  very c l o s el y to the ideal type of a patro n. Part 

of his w e a l t h  was r e d i s t i b u t e d  among the less w e l l - o f f  

ki n s m e n  and n e i g h b o u r s  in the local c o m m u n i t y  wh il e he 

w o u l d  gain l o y al t ie s  and the ser vices of th ei r labour in 

return. He was said to "give" 5-10 rai of land to his 

p oor  k i n s m e n  to c ul t i v a t e  at no rent but the latte r wo u ld  

pay him back in labour w h e n e v e r  their se rvi ce  was needed. 

He al l o w e d  some la nd le ss fa mi li e s to b ui l d  t he ir h ous es  

on his land, he a d v a n c e d  pa d d y  or mo n ey  to tide his 

cli en t s over bad times, he sp o n s o r e d  the o r d i n a t i o n  

c e r e m o n i e s  of other p e o p l e ' s  sons, s p o n s o r e d  w e d d i n g s  and 

fu ne r a ls  for those who s e rv e d unde r his h o us eh o ld .  At 

the same time, a large p art  of his r e s o u r c e s  was also 

spent c o n s p i c u o u s l y .  Ap a r t  from the gold and jewelry, 

P l u e a n g ' s  house was said to be filled with, all kinds of 

"modern" fu r n i t u r e  and u te n si l s  that he p u r c h a s e d  from
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Ban gko k,  such as sty l is h  cutlery, c roc kery, napkins,

im p o r t e d  cloth, beds, a lounge suite, etc. And he w o u l d  

p r o u d l y  put up the o ff i c i a l s  from the amp h oe s  or the 

p r o v i n c e  who mi g h t  o c c a s i o n a l l y  come ro un d  on their 

i n s p e c t i o n  trips.

At the same time, P l u e a n g  can be seen to have 

i n v e s t e d  some of his re s o u r c e s  in the e d u c a t i o n  of his 

two sons, by se n di n g  them to study in Bangkok. The sons

were  e n t r u s t e d  into the care of a monk who was the

fa mi l y 's  r e l a t i v e  and who was b as ed at a te m pl e  ca ll ed

Wat Saket. Pe op l e  say that every year after the p l a n t i n g  

s ea so n was over, P l u e a n g  wo u l d  go to B a n g k o k  in a boat 

ro w e d  by four oarsmen. The boat wo u l d be fully p a ck e d  

wi th rice, sh ri mp paste, fish sauce, etc., and he w o ul d  

d i s t r i b u t e  them not only among  his c h i l d r e n  and 

re lat i v es ,  but wo u l d  also offer them as gifts to a number 

of the jaao naay (people of high r a n k ) , wh o s e p a t r o n a g e  

he sought. Such in f l u e n t i a l  con n ec t i on s,  c o u p le d  with 

the p r i v i l e g e  of e d u c a t i o n  that few were yet to re ce ive

at that time, c o n t r i b u t e d  to the later s ucc ess  of both

sons wh en  they were a p p o i n t e d  Rama Vi's royal pages.

P l u e a n g  also s t a r te d  his sons off in life w i t h  a house

and some land for each and bo th  sons were e v e n t u a l l y  

m a r r i e d  to "high class ladies" of Bangkok. The e x p a n d i n g  

b u r e a u c r a c y  that had r e s u l t e d  from Rama V's R e f o r m a t i o n  

had thus b ee n given rise to an o p p o r t u n i t y  of up w ar d  

socia l m o b i l i t y  for me m b e r s  of the w e a l t h y  l a n d o w n i n g  

h o u s e h o l d s  in the rural areas as well. And one c at e g o r y  

of o f f i c i a l s  c o n s i s t e d  of those who were from fam i li e s  of
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h i g h - r a n k i n g  o ff ic i al s  or nobles, w hil e the other

c o n s i s t e d  of sons of w e l l - t o - d o  p r o v i n c i a l  landed 

f am i li e s  who join ed the civil service t h r o u g h  p a t r o na g e  

and who st a r t e d  as clerks and w o r k e d  th e i r way up,

a l t h o u g h  a few s u c c e e d e d  in a tt a i n i n g  h i g h - r a n k i n g

p o s i t i o n s  in the ad m i n i s t r a t i o n .  D u r i n g  this time,

Pr in c e  D a m r o n g  also i n s t r u c t e d  the go v e r n o r s  and dis t ri ct  

o f f i c e r s  to look for polite, q ui c k -w it t ed ,  cl ev er men and 

pe r s u a d e  as many as p o s s i b l e  to join the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

to be t r a i n e d  as clerks (Tej, 1977: 194).

As for P l u e a n g ' s  d a u gh t er s  who r e m a i n e d  at the

Th epa ra j home, they were also living in style, were

m a g n i f i c e n t l y  d re s s e d  and always a d o r n e d  w it h  gold

je w e l r y  and e x p e n s i v e  clothes. They had s e rv a n t s  to wait 

upon them. E v en tu a l l y ,  they were m a r r i e d  off to men 

wh os e  w e a l t h  and status were c o n s i d e r e d  w e l l - m a t c h e d  to 

theirs. Two of the men were from w e a l t h y  la n d e d  famil ie s  

from ot her areas and the other was a d i s t r i c t  officer.

W i t h i n  the local co mm un ity , P lu e a n g  also be c a me

p a t r o n  of the local temple. Theparaj T e mpl e was first 

b uil t by the forme r K h w a e n g  Klan and a few other

w e l l - t o - d o  local families. However, P l u e a n g  later chose

to d on ate  a n ot h e r 4 1/2 rai of land to the templ e and 

p r o c e e d e d  to b u i l d  a m e e t i n g  hall, t og e t h e r  wi th  some 

more monks' li vi n g  quar te rs.  S y m b o l i c a l l y ,  P l u e a n g ' s  

w e a l t h  and i n f l u e n c e  had by this time o v e r s h a d o w e d  that 

of the tem p le 's  first f o u n d i n g  member, K h w a e n g  Klan.

In his ca p a c i t y  as k a m n a n , P l u e a n g ' s  p o s i t i o n  

r e s e m b l e d  very  mu ch that of a leader wh os e  p ow er was
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l o c a ll y - ba s e d,  ra th er  than that of a g o v e r n m e n t  official. 

A l t h o u g h  by the 1920s the state had be g u n to make its 

p r e s e n c e  felt in rural areas, its impac t was as yet 

indirect. One i m p o r ta n t  impact might have be en  in the 

area of crime c on tro l and a l t h o u g h  crime and b an d it r y  

cont inu ed , they had by the 1920s come u n de r  gr ea ter  

co nt r o l of the local a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (Johnston, 1976: 

395). As for the impact of the school that was first 

e s t a b l i s h e d  in Th eparaj in 1922, the first te a c h e r s  were 

o fte n r e c r u i t e d  l oca lly  from among  men who had p r e v i o u s l y  

lear nt to read and wr it e wh ile  te ac hi n g was c a r r i e d  out 

in the temple. As such, the teac he rs were h a rd l y seen as 

g o v e r n m e n t  offic ia ls.  The mass of the v i l l a g e r s

t h e r e f o r e  very se ld om  had any direc t d e a l i n g s  wi th  the

o f f i c i a l s  and o f fi ci a l m a t t e r s  c o n c e r n i n g  them, e.g. tax

p ay me nt , land r e g i s t ra t i on ,  etc., were c a r r i e d  out 

th r o u g h  the v i l l ag e and s u b - d i s t r i c t  headmen. I m p o r t an t  

d e c i s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  their l i v e l i h o o d  or the a f f ai r s  of 

thei r local c o m m u n i t y  were still ve ste d very m u ch  wi th i n  

the co mm uni ty . P l u e a n g  h i m s e l f  was not p r e p a r e d  to be 

b o s s e d  about by the state's off ic ia ls  either. At one

stage he spoke up ag ai nst  the di s t r i c t  o f f i c e r  and

t h r e a t e n e d  to r esi gn  from his post of k a m n a n  u nle ss he 

r e c e i v e d  a more r e s p e c t f u l  t r e a t m e n t  from the latter.

Howev er,  at the same time, the new du t ie s  of the 

k a m n a n  r e g a r d i n g  the c o l l e c t i o n  of land ta xes and the 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  of land right s had also e n h a n c e d  the



144

k a m n a n 1s power. Si nce a k a mn a n  was said to be an

" of fi ci al wi th no salary" but instead was e n t i t l e d  to a 

p e r c e n t a g e  share of the land reven ue and since the amount 

c o l l e c t e d  was not specified, the ka mn an  thus he ld the 

po wer  to ask a little more mo ne y from one h a m l e t  and a 

little less from another. In such a posit ion , a kamn an  

was w e l l - p l a c e d  to bu il d  up a large f o l l o w i n g  since such 

p owe r over tax c o l l e c t i o n  or the r e g i s t r a t i o n  of land 

rights m e r el y  c o n s t i t u t e d  an oth er  source of p a t r o n a g e  at 

his command.

As for the post of v i ll a g e headman, the o ve ral l  

f e e l in g  of the of fi c e  hol d er s of the p e r i o d  was that the 

p os t  was a t r o u b l e s o m e  burden, rather than a benefit. 

The e x e m p t i o n  from c o m m u t a t i o n  tax and other tax re li ef s  

was seen as an i n a d e q u a t e  r e m u n e r a t i o n  for their ef fo rt s  

and many were r e l u c t a n t  to take up the p os t wh en  they 

we re s e l e c t e d  by the other h o u s e h o l d  heads. Pe op le

r eca ll  that in those days there ha rd ly ever ex i s t e d  

c o m p e t i t i o n  for the post, un li ke  the si t u a t i o n  today. It 

thus seems that, as in the former days, th ose who were 

e le c t e d  h e a d m e n  were  men wh os e  power and status were 

r e c o g n i z e d  w i t h i n  the local c o m m un i ty  and m os t  were men 

wh o had bu il t  up their fo l l o w i n g  thr o ug h  p a t r o n a g e  ties 

a mon g local vi ll a g er s.  However, under the new 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s ys tem  they i n c r e a s i n g l y  came u nd er the 

contr ol and a u t h o r i t y  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the centr al  

g o v e r n m e n t  and we re  w i t n e s s i n g  a gradu al de c l i n e  in their 

re la t i v e  i nd e p en d e nc e.  The r e q u i r e m e n t  to a tt end

meet ing s,  r e c e i v i n g  orders from d i st r i ct  and p r o v i n c i a l
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level of fic ia l s,  the ge ne r a l h a n d l i n g  of o ff i ci a l  

mat ter s,  the time and e x p en s e s involved, were thus cause 

for r e s e n t m e n t  and were often r eg a r d e d  as an u n n e c e s s a r y  

b u r d e n  that they could do without.

Hence, on the whole, in the p e ri o d up to 1930, the 

Thepa raj  v i l l a g e r s  were f e eli ng the direc t impact  of the 

m a r k e t  system, as can be seen in the i n c r e a s i n g  

v u l n e r a b i l i t y  of rich and poor v i l la g e rs  alike to

f l u c t u a t i o n s  of co m m o d i t y  prices, bec a u se  they were more 

d e p e n d e n t  on c a p i t a l i s t  m e c h a n i s m s  of c i r cu la t io n ,  in the 

un eq u al  ex ch a n g e  b e t w e e n  town and cou n t ry si d e,  b e t we e n  

im por ts  and exports, in the e m e r g e n c e  of the

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  n e c e s s a r y  for ca p i t a l i s t  ex pa ns i o n.  In 

the proc ess , those w i t h i n  the local c o m m u n i t y  who had 

bet te r  acces s to the me a n s of p r o d u c t i o n  we re  be tt e r

p l a c e d  to take a d v a n t a g e  of the e x i s t i n g  m a rk e t  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  be it th r o u g h  land renting, m o n e y l e n d i n g ,  

p r o d u c i n g  large su rpl us  p a d d y  for sale or the c o m b i n a t i o n  

of these avenues. At the same time, they were also in a 

p o s i t i o n  to b u i l d  up their local power base by p r o v i d i n g  

the less f o r t u n a t e  v i l l a g e r s  wi th  access to the means of 

l i v e l i h o o d  and the p r e v i o u s  form of p a t e r n a l i s t i c  and 

p e r s o n a l i s t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  the local el ite and 

th eir c l i e nt s  was still m a in t a i n e d .  A l t h o u g h  the state 

had made some i n c u r s i o n  into the cou n t ry s i de ,  its impact 

on the local c o m m u n i t y  was as yet i n d ir e c t and to the 

v i l l a g e r s  its r e s o u r c e s  were of n e g l i g i b l e  i m p o r t a n c e  to 

their  l i v e l i h o o d  and w e l l - b e i n g  when c o m p a r e d  to the 

r e s o u r c e s  of the local patro ns . An d Plueang, who was the
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best kn o wn  p a t r o n  of the period, was able to m a i n t a i n  and 

s t r e n g t h e n  his e c o n o m i c a l l y  and p o l i t i c a l l y  p o w e r f u l  

p o s i t i o n  in the the local communit y,  l arg ely  b e c a u s e  of 

his a bil ity  to op er a t e both the t r a d i t i o n a l  ties (through 

e s t a b l i s h i n g  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  and p er so n al  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

ba s e d  on p a t r o n a g e  d i s t ri b ut i o n,  by b e i n g  at the 

fo r e f r o n t  of the local c o m m u n i t y ' s  r e l ig i ou s  and social 

affairs, etc.) and also the social r e l a t i o n s h i p s  under 

the new s y s t em  (through his in v o l v e m e n t  in the m a r k et  

economy, in la ndr en t in g ,  mo n e y l e n d i n g ,  in the new 

e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m ) .

On the other hand, the ex p a n d i n g  m a rk e t r e l a ti o n s  

ha d also c r e a t e d  p o t e n t i a l  "so urces of p a t r o n a g e "  among  

group s of pe o pl e  out si d e the local community, n o t a bl y  the 

Ch i n e s e  p a d d y  m e r c h an t s , m i l l e r s  and the " p r o f e s s i o n a l "  

m o n e y l e n d e r s ,  who r e s i d e d  e l s e w h e r e  in a n o t h e r  ampho e at 

m a r k e t  cen t r es  or in town. But. on the whole, the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  they had with the v i l l a ge r s  w er e m uc h  more 

of a c o n t r a c t u a l  natu re and their i n v o l v e m e n t  in the 

socia l and p o l i t i c a l  aff ai r s of the c o m m u n i t y  r e m a in e d  

m i n i m a l .

A C h a l l e n g e  to the Ki n g 's  A b so l u ti s m , D e p r e s s i o n  and 

W o r l d  War

In the 1930s, i m p or ta n t r e a l i g n m e n t s  am on g the 

fac ti o ns  c o n t r o l l i n g  the state powe r took place. The 

ma in impact of Rama V's R e f o r m a t i o n  was the gradual 

e l i m i n a t i o n  of the r e l a t i v e  au t o n o m y  and i n s u l a r i t y  of 

the p e r i p h e r a l  areas, as p owe r and a u t h o r i t y  be ca me
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i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  in the hands of the rulers in 

Ban gko k.  The king and his m i n i s t e r s  who we re at the apex 

of the newly  o r g a n i z e d  and mu ch  e n l a r g e d  b ur e a u c r a c y ,  

be ca m e  the centr e of po wer  in a way h i t h e r t o  im po s s ib l e  

as the b u r e a u c r a c y  itself had be co me the core of the
state power.

M o r eo v e r,  at the same time, the move to r e s t r u c t u r e  

the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  sy st e m  was also sowi ng the seeds for a 

p o t e n t i a l  c h a l l e n g e  a g ai n st  the a b s o l u t i s m  of the 

m o n a r c h y  itself, for the e x p a n d i n g  b u r e a u c r a c y  had

p r o v i d e d  an u n p r e c e d e n t e d  o p p o r t u n i t y  of u p w a r d  social

mo bil it y,  for m e m b e r s  of the h igh er e ch el o ns  of the

b u r e a u c r a c y ,  c o m p o s e d  of bot h m i l i t a r y  and civ i li an  

b u r e a u c r a t s ,  m o u n t e d  a c h a l l e n g e  again st  the sa k d i n a a  

ru le r s and was s u c c e s s f u l  in r e p l a c i n g  m o n a r c h i c a l  

a b s o l u t i s m  with a s ys t e m  of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  mo n a rc h y , and 

as a result, contr ol  over the c e n t r a l i z e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

ha d now come into the hands of the top level b u r e a uc r at s .  

The e n s u i n g  two dec a de s  w i t n e s s e d  fr e qu e n t  c ha nge s of 

go v e rn m e n t,  wh i c h  on the one hand r e f l e c t e d  the int ernal 

d i v i s i o n s  w i t h i n  the coup group of the P e o p l e ' s  Party 

itself, and on the other it r e f l e c t e d  the a t t e mp t  on the 

part of the old s ak di n a a  r u li n g  clique to wi n b ac k its 

lost power. As the P eo p l e' s  P art y was c o m p o s e d  of peopl e 

w ith  d i f f e r e n t  i d e o l o g i e s  and class af fi l ia t i o n s ,  the 

p r i o r i t i e s  that the al t e r n a t e  fact io ns in p o w e r  had as 

re g a rd s  the p e a s a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  n e c e s s a r i l y  diverged. 

I n i t i t a t i v e s  that were aimed  to b e ne fi t  them di re ct l y  

o fte n got t h w a r t e d  by those wh os e ve s t e d  in t er e s ts  w ou l d
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be jeo p ar d i ze d .  A few m e a s u r e s  that got off the gr o un d

mi g h t  a l l e v i a t e  the pl ig h t  of the p e a s a n t r y  in the

sh ort -r un , but they left the basic p r o p e r t y  re l a t i o n s  and

social s t r u c t u r e s  u n c h a n g e d  . However, the chang e had

o p e n ed  the way for the p o l i t i c a l l y  p o w e r f u l  b u r e a u c r a t s

to amass e c o no m i c gains t hr o u g h  their con t r ol  over the

d i s p o s a l  of the s ta te 's  re sources. A nd  furth er

r e a l i g n m e n t s  among the pe op l e w i th i n  the p o w e r  bloc was

to lead the count ry al ong  the path of "state 
3c ap i t al i s m" .  Wi th furt he r r e a l i g n m e n t  of classes, which  

saw the i n c r e a s i n g  c o l l u s i o n  b e t we e n  the top level 

b u r e a u c r a t s  and the m e r c h a n t  and i n d u s t r i a l i s t  classes, 

s u b s e q u e n t l y  the g o v e r n m e n t  e m ba r k e d  on the p o l i c y  of 

d e v e l o p m e n t  t h r ou g h  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  The s t r e n g t h e n i n g  

and the e x p a n s i o n  of the m e r c h a n t  class, t og e t h e r  with  

the rise to p r o m i n e n c e  of the i nd ust ri al c a p i t a l i s t s  had 

a s i g n i f i c a n t  impact on the w h ol e  social formatio n. With  

r e s p e c t  to the rural a g r i c u l t u r a l  sector in p a r t ic u l ar ,  

such d e v e l o p m e n t s  r e s u l t e d  in an i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n t e n s i f i e d  

c a p i t a l i s t  dev e lo p m en t,  the e m e r g en c e  of ag r i - b u s i n e s s ,

3 State c ap ita li sm : refers to the p has e wh en  the
state take s over c on tro l and o w n e r s h i p  of some 
e n t e r p r i s e s  w h i l e  at the same time ac ti ng as the p r o m o t e r  
of p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r is e s , and the i n ter est s of the pu bl ic  
se ct o r  are u s u a l l y  s u b s e r v i e n t  to the e x i s t i n g  p r i va t e  
e c o n o m i c  power. In the Thai case, the surge of eco no m ic  
n a t i o n a l i s m  m ig h t  have p r o m p t e d  the a d o p t i o n  of this line 
but as it t u r n e d  out, the state e n t e r p r i s e s  were much  
us ed to en r i ch  h i g h - r a n k i n g  b u r e a u c r a t s  in p o w e r  to g et h e r  
wi th th eir su p por te rs . (See Suthy, 1978; Elliot, 1978: 
116-117.)
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c h a n g i n g  class c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  in the rural areas, and an 

e x a c e r b a t i o n  of the social d i f f e r e n t a t i o n  pr oce ss . And a 

v i l l a g e  so ci ety  like The paraj, w hi ch was a f f e c t e d  more 

d i r e c t l y  by such d e v e lo p m en ts ,  was thus t r a n s f o r m e d  

a lm os t b e y o n d  r e c o g n i t i o n  (Thawat, 1972? Wi lson, 1962?

Narong, 1981? C h a i - a n a n ,1982? Landon, 1968? Suthy, 1978).

As far as the 1930s was concerned, not only did the 

1932 coup take place, but the p e r i o d  also w i t n e s s e d  the 

o n s l a u g h t  of the W o r l d  Dep r e ss i o n.  Rice p ri c e s  s l u mp e d

and the v i l l a g e r s  found their income gr e a t l y  di mi n i sh e d .  

A c c o r d i n g  to Johns to n,  du r in g  this time m i d d l e m e n  of f e r e d  

only one th i rd  to one half of the p r e - d e p r e s s i o n  prices. 

The farm er s tr ied to reduce their  cash e x pe n d it ur e , some 

tr ie d  to d i v e r s i f y  their income so urces by gr o wi n g

v eg e t a b l e s ,  w e a v i n g  b as k et s or cloth for sale, some had 

to take up w o rk  du r i n g  slack periods, some m i g r a t e d  

e l s e w h e r e  to try their luck in u p l a n d - c r o p p i n g ,  while  

m any  othe rs  had to r es ort  to wage labour {Johnston, 1976: 

406). "O ff ic i a l s t a t i s t i c e s  of pr o d uc t i on ,  ex po r t  and 

p o p u l a t i o n  thus lead to the c o n c l u s i o n  that do me s t i c  

c o n s u m p t i o n  per cap it a  d e c l i n e d  ra th e r  sh a rp l y  from 

192 0- 2 4 to 1 9 3 5 - 3 9 .. . "  (Ingram, 1971: 53). P e t i t i o n s

f l o o d e d  in from the c o m m e r c i a l i z e d  East B ank  p e a s a n t r y

c o n c e r n i n g  the p r o b l e m  of severe i n d e b t e d n e s s  f rom  wh ic h  

they su ffered, w hil e many p e t i t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  c r i t ic i s ms  

a g a i ns t  l a n d o w n e r s  for f o r e c l o s i n g  on land mo rt g a ge s ,  and 

ag a i n s t  m i d d l e m e n  for the e xc e s s i v e  shares they were 

re aping. At the same time, they were a sk i n g  the 

g o v e r n m e n t  to reduc e the land tax, to d e c l ar e  a



150

m o r a t o r i u m  on debts and to e xt end  credit to them. The 

g o v e r n m e n t  of the P e op l e ' s  Pa rty r e s p o n d e d  by re du ci n g  

land and c a p i t a t i o n  taxes. Land tax in p a r t i c u l a r  was 

r e d u c e d  by 20% in 1932 and the g o ve r n m e n t  fo un d  that it 

had to make a fu rt he r r e d u c t i o n  of 30% later on. This 

was c a rr i e d out pa rt l y  for fear that " fa rme rs  w o ul d  be 

u n a bl e  to pay and that the e n f o r c e m e n t  m a c h i n e r y  w o u l d  

br ea k  down if faced with mass d e li n q u e n c y "  (Johnston, 

1976: 406; Ingram, 1971: 184).

The severe eco n o mi c c o n d i t i o n s  du ri ng the D e p r e s s i o n  

ye ars r e s u l t e d  in the rate of in v ol u n t a r y  loss of land in 

C e n t ra l  T h a i l a n d  r e a c h i n g  its p eak  b e t w e e n  1930-1934, 

e x a c e r b a t i n g  the al re a d y p e r s i s t e n t  trend  that had begun 

since 1 9 1 9 - 1 92 0  (Stifel, 1976: 247, 257). For Theparaj

vil la g er s ,  the y ea r s  from 1927 to 1940 p r o v e d  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  hard. El d e r l y  v il l a g e r s  recall that durin g  

the 1930s the rice pric e s lu mp e d d r a s t i c al l y , and 

r e m a i n e d  very low for 4 - 5  years in s u cc e ss ion . A large 

nu mbe r of the v i l l a g e r s  had to b o r r o w  m on e y  to tide them 

over the bad years. The p r o l o n g e d  slump in rice price s  

m ea n t  that the land wh ic h  some v i l l a ge r s  had p l e d g e d  as a 

g u a r a n t e e  a g ai n s t their  loans was f o r e c l o s e d  by 

m o n e y l e n d e r s  b e c a u s e  of their i n a bi l it y to keep up with 

i n t e r e s t  pay me nt s,  w hil e ot her v il l a g e r s  had to sell 

thei r land to pay off their debts. T he se p e o p l e  thus 

fo und t h e m s e l v e s  j o in i n g the ranks of te na nt  fa rm er s and 

wage l a b o ur e rs  that were i n c r e a s i n g  in number. B a s e d  on 

the i n f o r m a t i o n  r e c o r d e d  in the title deeds, b e t w e e n  1920 

and 1940, 43.2% of all the land in the v i l l a g e  ch an g e d



151

hand s th r o u g h  sale or f o r e c l o s u r e  of m o r t g a g e d  land, and 

in the 1930s, the p r o p o r t i o n  of land t r a n s f e r r e d  alone 

a m o u n t e d  to 25.9% of all land. Of the land t r n s f e r r e d  in 

this m a n ne r  b e t w e e n  1920 and 1940, the loss of land 

th r o u g h  m o r t g a g e  f o r e c l o s u r e s  a c c o u n t e d  for 32.6% whil e  

the rest of the t ra n s fe r  was t hro ugh  sale. Notably, in 

the 1920s the t ra n s f e r  t h r o u g h  loan f o r e c l o s u r e s

a c c o u n t e d  for 42.4% of all the tr a n sf er s  wh i le  in the

1930s the p r o p o r t i o n  d r op p e d to 17.9% and m ost  land

c h a n g e d  hands t hr o u g h  sale. This m i g h t  be pa r tl y

e x p l a i n e d  by the fact that d ur ing  the De p r e s s i o n ,  land

v a l u es  had f al len  far b e l o w  the amount of the ori g i na l

loans, thus m a k i n g  c r e d i t o r s  u n w i l l i n g  to hand out loans 

that were s e c u r e d  by land, p r e f e r r i n g  i n s t e a d  to have

other  va l ua b l es ,  e s p e c i a l l y  gold, as a loan gua ra nte e.  

And  m os t  land that c h a n g e d  hands t h ro u gh  sale in those 

y ear s was sold to re l a t i v e s  who re si d e d locally, at very 

low pr ices. But for the land that was f o r e c l o s e d  b e t w e e n  

1920 and 1940, 58.3% fell into the p o s s e s s i o n  of a b s en t e e

l a n d o w n e r s  who we re "p r o fe s s i o n a l "  m o n e y l e n d e r s ,  whil e 

the rest fell into the ha nds of local w e l l - t o - d o  

l a n d o w n i n g  h o u se h o ld s,  most n o ta b ly  P l u e a n g ' s  h o u s e h o l d

wh i c h  had g a in e d  an ex tra 134 rai of land d u r i n g  this 

p e r i o d  t h r o u g h  loan fo re c l os ur e s.

D u r i n g  the hard times of the D e p r e s s i o n ,  the 

p o s i t i o n  of te n an t  fa rm ers  and wage labo ure rs,  who had 

little, if any, r e s o u r c e s  to fall back on, was even more 

pr e c a r i o u s .  T e n a n t s  fo und that rent was kept at the same 

rate. A l e n i en t l a n d o w ne r  m i gh t  p o s t p o n e  the p a y m e n t  of
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rent until the fo l l o w i n g  seaso n but wh en rent arrears 

were b u i l d i n g  up s u c c e s si v e ly , the tenant e v e n t u a l l y  had 

to give up the te n an c y  and joined the rank  of the

w a g e - l a b o u r e r s .  As for the wage laboure rs , they were 

faced w it h  the s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e b y  every h o u s e h o l d  in the 

v il l a g e  was f orc ed to cut down on its ex pe n d it u r e,  

i n c l u d i n g  wage costs. They were even r e v e r t i n g  back  to 

m a k i n g  for t h e m s e l v e s  the va ri o u s imp le m en t s  that used to 

be p u r c h a s e d  f rom  the market. Besides, the ranks of the 

wage l a b o ur e r  t h e m s e l v e s  were sw e ll i n g up. In such

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  in so fa r as they could find w or k  at all,

the wa ge s that they could de m a nd  were very m uc h reduced;

and at times this mi ght  be re d u c e d  to ne a r l y half of what 

they w er e  g e t t i n g  d u r i n g  p r e - D e p r e s s i o n  days.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  by the 1930s the overa ll b a l a n c e  be t w e e n  

land and la bo ur in c e r ta i n  d i s t ri c t s of the Ce n tr a l  

Plain, p a r t i c u l a r l y  the ferti le  and w e l l - i r r i g a t e d  area 

such as R a n g s i t  and Thep ar aj,  was reve rsi ng.  In the 

1910s and the 1920s, u n c u l t i v a t e d  land had still been

p l e n t i f u l  and labour r e l a t i v e l y  more d i f f i c u l t  to come 

by. By the 1930s, in s e l e c t e d  di str i c ts  of the Ce nt ra l  

Pl ai n  there b eg an to appea r g ro win g numbe rs of fu l l - ti m e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o ur e r s (Johnston, 1976: 389-390). It was

abou t this time that Th eparaj v i l l a g e r s  say that 

l a b o ur e rs  we re  i n c r e a s i n g  in number, and m an y local 

p e o p l e  we re  eager  to hire t h e ms e lv e s  out. At the same

time, there were also p e op l e  from other d i s t r i c t s  who

came s e ek in g  w or k in Thep ar aj in groups of 20 - 30 when  

w ork  in their own areas was over.
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The g o v e r n m e n t  of the P eo p le ' s  Party, wh i c h  in the 

1930s was still d o m i n a t e d  by its left win g led by Pridi

Ba no m yo n g , took ce rt a i n i n i t i a t i v e s  to a l l e v i a t e  the

p e a s a n t r y ' s  plight. As has been m e n t i o n e d  above, the

land and c a p i t a t i o n  taxes were s u b s t a n t i a l l y  red u ce d  

d u r i ng  the D e pr e s s i o n .  A l so  s i g n i f i c a n t  was the

p r o m u l g a t i o n  of the 1932 law p r o h i b i t i n g  the c o n f i s c a t i o n  

of farmers' pr op er t y , wh i c h lega lly  put an end to the 

s a k d i n a a  ri gh ts  of persons. As a result, the p r a c t i c e  

w h e r e b y  a la n d o w n e r  was at libert y to c o n f i s c a t e  paddy, 

tools, and even the p e r s on s of his tena nts  and their 

fa mi l i es  as a m ean s of debt r e p a ym e n t was thus made 

illegal (Pridi, 1970: 23). In 1939, with the

i n s t i t u t i o n  of the new r e v en ue  code, land and c a p i t a t i o n  

taxes, the v e s t i g e s  of the old system, were ab o l i s h e d  

a l t o g e t h e r  and this was me ant "to shift the b u r d e n  of 

t a x a t i o n  from  the rice farme r on to b u s i n e s s  and high

income groups" (Ingram, 1971: 184). O th e r  m e a s u r e s  in

this p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  the 1933 M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  Act, w hi ch

was "the first s er iou s at t em p t  at local s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t "  

(Wilson, 1966: 123), the 1936 Land  Act s p e c i f y i n g  50 rai

to be the m a x i m u m  limit of an a g r i c u l t u r a l  h ol d i n g  

(Ingram, 1971: 79), an att e m pt  to s t a n d a r d i z e  the unit of

m e a s u r e m e n t  and to p ro m o t e  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of credit 

c o - o p e r a t i v e s .  Apart from this, Pridi h i m s e l f  also put 

f or w ar d  a p r o p o s a l  to r e fo r m  the whole eco nomy, in c lu d i n g  

the land system, in his draft of the N a t i o n a l  E co n om i c

P lan  in 1933. However, this was f ie rce ly  o p p o s e d  by the 

v a r i ou s  r u li n g  factions. The Plan was b r a n d e d
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" co m m un i s t i c "  and Pridi h im s e l f  was fo rc ed to leave the 

cou nt r y (Landon, 1968: 319-323).

The impact that the v a ri o u s i n i t i a t i v e s  had on the 

ru ral p o p u l a t i o n  varied. A lot of the m e a s u r e s  never got 

off the g r o u n d  and ma ny  were ne ver e f f e c t i v e l y  

i m p l em e n te d .  As far as Theparaj was co nce r n ed ,  apart 

from the r e d u c t i o n  and e ve n t ua l  ab o l i t i o n  of the land and 

c a p i t a t i o n  taxes w h i c h  c o n s t i t u t e d  p o s i t i v e  b e n e f i t s  to 

the p e o p l e  as their b u r d e n  was much  li ght en ed,  the 

v i l l a g e r s  re ca l l  the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the 

s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  of the m e a s u r e m e n t  unit. This has meant

to impro ve the p o s i t i o n  of the farmers r e l a t i v e  to the 

m e r c ha n t s,  c o m p a r e d  wi th  the p re v i ou s  s i t u a t i o n  when 

p a d d y  m er c h a n t s ,  m il l e r s  and la n do w n er s  of ten took 

a d v a n t a g e  of the farm ers  by s p e c i f y i n g  thei r own units of 

m e a s u r e m e n t .  This m ig h t  have r e m e d i e d  the s i t u at i o n  

s o m e w h a t  but on the whole, in a c i r c u m s t a n c e  w h e r e b y  a 

te na n t had to d e pe n d  on h is / h e r  lan do w ne r  for the means 

of l i v e l i h o o d  wh i c h  was b e c o m i n g  scarce, then the 

s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  m e a s u r e  mi g ht  of ten have p r o v e d  ijieffeetive 

or else other m e a n s  of abuse mi gh t have been adopted.

A n o t h e r  p e r c i p t i b l e  change that o c c u r r e d  in the 

1930s was the e m e r g e n c e  of a number of l o c a l l y - b a s e d  

cr ed i t  c o - o p e r a t i v e s .  In fact, rura l credit

c o - o p e r a t i v e s  we re  first e s t a b l i s h e d  b ack  in 1916

(Kirsch, 1981: 22) but did not seem to have met w it h much

success. By 1929-30, Z i m m e r m a n  r e p o r t e d  the e x i s t e n c e  of 

129 s o c i e t i e s  with 2,157 m e mb e rs  in Ce n t r a l  T h a i l a n d  

(Zimmerman, 1931: 210). As far as T he par aj was
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co nce rn ed,  it was not until the 1930s, wi th  the 

g o v e r n m e n t ' s  pr om ot i on ,  that the l a n d o w n i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  

be ga n  to b o r r o w  from co - o pe r a ti v e s,  w ith  land as a

gua ra n t ee .  The first l a n d o w n i n g  h o u s e h o l d  did so in

1934. B e t w e e n  1930 and 1940, of all the land that was 

b e i n g  m o r t g a g e d  for loans, about 40% was m o r t g a g e d  with a 

nu mbe r of l o c a l l y - b a s e d  c o - o p e r a t i v e s  wh il e nea r l y all of

the rest was m o r t g a g e d  w ith  m o n e y l e n d e r s  w ho  w er e  ba se d

o u t s id e  The pa r aj .  The sizes of land in the first

c a t e g o r y  r a n g e d  from 17 to 126 r a i . The b e n e f i t s  of 

l o w - i n t e r e s t  loans w ere  c o n f i n e d  a mo ng l a n d o w n i n g  

h o u s e h o l d s  only wh ile  the la nd les s tena nt s wh o ex i s t e d  in 

large n u m be rs  were left out of the scheme. On the whole, 

the e m e r g e n c e  of c o - o p e r a t i v e  s oc ie ti es d u r i n g  the hard 

times of the 1930s mi g h t  have slowed down the pace of 

land a l i e n a t i o n  t h r o ug h  debt f o r e c l o s u r e s  somewhat.

However, the c o - o p e r a t i v e  m o v e m e n t  did not seem to have 

had any l a s t in g su ccess in Theparaj and by the 1940s it 

had more or less d i s a p p e a r e d  from the scene - and all the 

f a r m in g  h o u s e h o l d s  alike once again had to turn to

p r i v a t e  m o n e y l e n d e r s .

As r e ga r ds  the n a t i o n a l i s t  po li cy of the Peo pl e 's  

Party, afte r it took over p ow e r  in 1932, the g o v e r n m e n t

a t t e m p t e d  to r edu ce  the d o m i n a n t  role of the Ch i n e s e  and

W e s t e r n e r s  in the e c on o m y t h ro u gh  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 

v a r i ou s  s t a t e - o w n e d  e n te rp r is e s . This tr e n d was later 

g r e a tl y  e x a c e r b a t e d  w he n  the go v er n m e n t  was un der the 

l e a d e r s h i p  of Phibun. B e t w e e n  1933 and 1943, the state 

a t t e m p t e d  to i n t e r v en e  in var i ou s  sphe re s r a n g i n g  from
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rice trading, bank in g, shipping, fishing to d i s t r i bu t i on .  

As far as its i n t e r v e n t i o n  into the rice in du s t r y  was 

conc ern ed , the P h i bu n  g o v e r n m e n t  mo v e d  to set up the 

s t a t e - o w n e d  Thai Rice C o m p a n y  in 1938. It p r o c e e d e d  to 

force the hands of the C h in e se  ri c e- m i ll  ow n e rs  to rent 

out or sell their b u s i n e s s e s  to the state. Howe ve r, the 

sta ted  o b j e c t i v e s  to curb the fore ign  i n f l u en ce  over the 

rice trade and to he lp  the Thai farmers sell their  pa dd y  

at hi g he r  p r ic e s  were h a rd l y  met. Chi n e se  m i l l e r s  had to 

be r e t a i n e d  as m a n a g e r s  of the s t a t e - o w n e d  mills, while  

C hi n es e  m e r c h a n t s  c o n t i n u e d  to supply p ad dy to the Thai 

Rice Co mpany, a l t h o u g h  the pr e v i o u s  f o r e i g n - o w n e d  

r i c e - e x p o r t i n g  co m p a n i e s  were fi n di n g  their m a r k e t  shares 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  reduced. As for the farmers, the p r o f i t  of 

the s t a t e - o w n e d  C o m p a n y  h a r d ly  fil t e re d down to them. 

Rather, the Thai Rice Company, tog e t he r  w ith  the other 

state e n t e r p r i s e s  in this period, turned out to b en e fi t  

m e m b e r s  of the h i g h - r a n k i n g  of f ic ia l s and those who 

s u p p o r t e d  or who were cl o se l y  c o n n e c t e d  wi t h the centre 

of power, who w er e a p p o i n t e d  to be on the state 

e nt e r pr i s es '  b o a r d s  of d i r e c t o r s  or wh o s e  b u s i n e s s e s  

r e c e i v e d  s pe cia l t r e a t m e n t  and pr ivi le g es ,  that the power  

ho l d e r s  were in a p o s i t i o n  to bestow. F u r t h e r m o r e ,

g r a d u a l l y  hi gh  level b u r e a u c r a t s  and p o l i t i c i a n s  also 

sp re a d out their  ec o n o m i c  i nte res ts  into the p r iv at e  

s phe re  by c o - i n v e s t i n g  their capita l w ith  the Ch in es e  

m e r c h a n t s  th em s el v e s,  wh i l e  the Ch in es e, f ea r in g  

p e r s e c u t i o n  un der  the " T h a i f i c a t i o n " p r o g r am me ,  sought  

p r o t e c t i o n  for their b u s i n e s s e s  by i n v i t i n g  m e m b e r s  of
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the Party in p owe r to be on their bo ard s of d i r e ct o rs  

(Sangsidh, 1983: 76-167; Si lc oc k , 19 6 7 : 160-161; Jacobs,

1971: 141-142) .

D u r i n g  the Se co n d  Wo r ld  War, the state s t e p p e d  up 

its co n tr o l  over the rice trade and r e n d e r e d  the 

s t a t e - o w n e d  Thai Rice C o m p a n y  at one stage to be the sole 

expo rte r,  m i l l e r  and de ale r of all the co u n t r y ' s  rice, by 

o r d e r i n g  the c lo s i n g  down of all p r i v a t e  mills.

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  the other  traders, ma in l y the non-Thai s,  

who p r e v i o u s l y  had a share in the rice trade, su f f e r e d  a 

setback. Howev er , later on in the War years, the

g o v e r n m e n t  of Fi e l d  M a r s h a l l  Ph ib un  S o n g k r a m  gave

c o n c e s s i o n s  to ex po r t Thai rice to two J a p a n e s e  firms,

this time r e n d e r i n g  the J a p a n e s e  capital to d o m i n a t e  the 

Thai rice e xpo rt trade in s te a d  (Sangsidh, 1983: 21).

On the whole, the War years w i t n e s s e d  a great

d ec l in e  in trade and a great i n f l a t io n of the baht.

S h o r t a g e s  of all types of goods d e v e l o p e d  w hi l e  the

pr ic e s  of those that were av a i l a b l e  s o a r e d  to

f a n t a s t i c a l l y  high levels. In 1945 the pr ic e of white

su gar was 39 times, wh it e co t t on  shi rt i ng  43 times, grey

co tt o n yarn 29 times their 1 937 -40  averages. At the same

time, rice ex po r t s d r a s t i c a l l y  d r op p e d from an a v e r ag e  of
425 m i l l i o n  p i c u ls  in the p e r i o d  1935-39 down to 7.5

m i l l i o n  pi cu l s  in 1946 and 6.5 mi l l i o n  p i c u l s  in 1947

(Ingram, 1971: 163-164, 38).

Picul: a m e a s u r e  of weight. 1 pi cu l  = 60
k i l o g r a m m e s  or 132 pounds.
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In the War years

mi lls  c lo sed  down, and grain m ove d no fa r th e r  than 
the h o u s e h o l d  stora ge b i n s , . . .Aside from o c c a s i o n a l  
b l a c k - m a r k e t  deals, no t h i n g  was a v a i l a b l e  to buy or 
sell, e xc ept  what pe o pl e from the city b r o u g h t  to 
the cu lt iva to rs * doorstep, pe r ha p s  a p i ec e  of cloth 
to be b a r t e r e d  for some eggs and a sack of grain" 
( H a n k s , 1972 : 122) .

In Thep ar aj the me m o ry  of the War is still vivid. 

The v il l a g e r s  recall that all a b l e - b o d i e d  men were 

con sc r ip t e d.  Men who w a n t e d  to avoid c o n s c r i p t i o n  wo u l d  

re so r t  to b r i b i n g  the of f ic i a ls  in charge, wh i l e those 

w ho coul d not af f o r d  to br ibe sought o r d a i n m e n t  into 

mo nkh oo d.  Women, children, t o ge t h er  with those who 

r e m a i n e d  behind, w o u l d  carry on w o r k i n g  the ri ce - f ie ld s .  

M an y  e s s e n t i a l s  were hard to come by, e s p e c i a l l y  parafin, 

match es,  clothing. V i l l a g e r s  had to buy cot t o n cloth, 

the only k in d that was av ailable, from the m a r ke t  and 

then they dyed  it black. W h e n  th re ad  was not av a il a b le  

they used fibre from p i n e a p p l e  leaves in its place. The 

f ibr ou s co v e r i n g  of the c o con ut was turned into rope and 

the lye o b t a i n e d  from soa k in g  ashes in wa ter  was used as 

de ter g e nt .  Th ose  days thus saw a re v e r s i o n  ba c k  to the 

level very near to that of s e l f - s u f fi c ie nc y .

I m m e d i a t e l y  after the W ar there was a d e s p e r a t e

d e m a nd  for rice from most other S o u t h e a s t  A si an

countri es.  However, the up w a r d  surge of rice exp o rt s  was

l arg el y ch e c k e d  b e c a u s e  T h a i l a n d  had to supp ly 1 , 5 0 0, 0 0 0

m e t r i c  tons of rice free of char ge  as war r e p a r a t i o n s  for

si din g a gai ns t the A lli es in the War. The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
to p ro c u r e  and d el ive r the rice in d e mn i t y led to the
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g o v e r n m e n t ' s  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r v e n t i o n  in the rice trade. 

Rice e x p o rt s  came un de r the r e g u l a t i o n  of the

n e w l y - e s t a b l i s h e d  state's Rice Bureau. Howev er , the high 

w o r l d  p r i c e  of rice, the lower fixed p ri ce o f f e r r e d  by 

the go ve r n me n t , to g e t h e r  wi th the rapid ri<je in do me s t ic  

pr i c es  and the sh or t ag e  of i m p o r t e d  goods in general, led 

to the h o a r d i n g  and s m u g g l i n g  of rice and paddy. But by 

1947 the p r e v e n t i v e  p r o v i s i o n s  were c o m p l e t e l y  lifte d and 

the cou n tr y  be g a n  to re c ei v e  the same ba s ic  pr ic e as

ot her e x p o r t e r s  (Ingram, 1971: 87-88? A m m a r , 1979:

167-169). The high rice pr ice s in the p o s t - w a r  p e r i o d  

la rg e ly  b r o u g h t  about a sharp turn of f or t u ne s am ong the 

r i c e - f a r m e r s , a l t h o u g h  a large part of the p r o f i t s  from

the rice trade w er e a p p r o p r i a t e d  by the go ve r n me nt .

The pa r aj  v i l l a g e r s  r eca ll that at the end of the war, 

c o n d i t i o n s  s ta r te d  to pick up and the sharp rise in the 

rice price, e s p e c i a l l y  after 1947, e n a b le d  the farm ers  to 

o b t a in  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  high p r ic e s  for their paddy. 

V i l l a g e r s  say that rice p r ic e s  in the cl o s i n g  years of 

the 1940s were  "equal to that of gold", as they in c r e a s e d  

near ly by 10 - f o l d  in c o m p a r i s o n  with the p r e - w a r  level.

In the p o s t - w a r  ye ars the Thai g o v e r n m e n t  had thus 

g a i n e d  a large new sourc e of revenue. By ta ki ng

a d v a n t a g e  of its o p e r a t i o n s  of the rice m o n o p o l y  and 

e x c h a n g e  rate control, it a p p r o p r i a t e d  for itself a 

h a n d s o m e  part of the rice e xpo rt proce eds . A f t e r  the 

s t r i n g e n t  war in d e m n i t y  c o n d i t i o n s  had b een  lifted, the 

g o v e r n m e n t  chose to reta in its cont rol  on the rice trade. 

This was not to de riv e a h a nd s o m e  re ven ue  alone, but the
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con tr o l m e a s u r e s  were also used to r epr ess  the dom e s ti c  

pr ice of rice, to ensu re  that the u rb an and rural 

w o r kf o r ce ,  as well as those in the civil service, were 

able to su bs is t at a low wage level, wh i l e lower wage s 

w o u l d  in turn serve to att r ac t  fo rei gn  cap i ta l and 

s ti m u l a t e  import s u b s t i t u t i o n  at the same time.

In effect, the r i c e - f a r m e r s  who had been r e l i e v e d  of 

the b u r d e n  of land and c a p i t a t i o n  taxes since the 1930s, 

once ag ai n fo und t he m s e l v e s  be a r i n g  a new form of tax 

b u r d e n  from the p o s t - w a r  years onwards. In 1951 the

r i c e - f a r m e r s  were r e c e i v i n g  about o ne - ha l f  of the paddy

pr ice  w h i c h  they p r o b a b l y  w o u l d  have r e c e i v e d  in a free

m a r k e t  (Ingram, 1971: 91), w hi le the K o re a n  War boom

s ail ed  past th em  b e c a u s e  mu ch  of r e ve n ue  was b ein g  

s ki m me d  off by the go ver nm ent , a l t h o u g h  it was very

p r o f i t a b l e  for much of the othe r e xp ort s (Ammar, 1975: 

35). By 1950 the stage had been set for a new st ra te g y  

to secure the n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  for ur b a n  capital 

a cc u m u l a t i o n ,  wh i c h  was s u b s e q u e n t l y  p u r s u e d  and 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e n s i f i e d  from 1960 onwards.

By the m i d - t w e n t i e t h  cen t ur y the p a t t e r n  of social 

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  be ca me  qu it e marked, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in the 

c o u n tr y 's  C e n t r a l  Pl ain  wh er e c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  of rice 

p r o d u c t i o n  was mo st  intense. From the late 1920s o n war ds  

there be gan to de v e l o p  p o p u l a t i o n  p r e s s u r e s  on land in 

the fert ile  areas of the C en t r al  regio n of the country. 

At the same time, f r a g m e n t a t i o n  of l a n d h o l d i n g s  th r ou g h  

i n h e r i t a n c e  p r o c e e d e d  over g e ne ra ti ons , r e s u l t i n g  in a 

gr ad u al  d ec li n e in farm size over the y ear s from an
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av er a g e size of 80-100 rai at the turn of the cen tu r y to 

38.8 rai in 1930-3 1 and down to 26.5 rai in 1953 (Tanabe, 

1982: 154), w hil e b ad turns of fortune and bad econo mic

c o n d i t i o n s  p l u n g e d  into i n d e b t e d n e s s  those wi th  few 

r es e r v e s  to fall back on, and su c c es s i o n s  of bad years 

ofte n led to e v e nt ua l  loss of land thr o u gh  m or t g a g e  

f o r e cl o su r e s.  Stifel  fo und that land losses in Centr al  

T h a i l a n d  be ca m e  p e r s i s t e n t  from 1919-20 w it h  the rate 

p e a k i n g  d u ri n g  the D e p r e s s i o n  years and r e a c h i n g  a very 

high level in the war years {Stifel, 1976: 247). By

1930-31, the p e r c e n t a g e  of tenan ts  was 36% (Zimmerman, 

1931: 18). By 1948-49 in Bang Chan, 23% ow ne d  all Thai

land, 33% we re  pa rt - o w n e r s ,  p a r t - t e n a n t s , and 44% were 

full tenants, while  about 3-6% were r e c e i v i n g  w ag e s  on a 

pi ec e  work basis (Sharp et al, 1953: 147-148, 154). By

1953, the land s i t u a ti o n  had w o r s e n e d  and farm o p er a t or s  

had d e c l i n e d  from 80 to 72%, while farm l a b o u r e r s  had

i n c r e a s e d  from 9-13% and p e tt y  trade rs  from 2-7%

(Janlekha, 1955: 43). In B a n g k h u a d  du rin g the years

1953-54, K a u f m a n  notes a

s u b s t a n t i a l  v a r i a t i o n  in the we a lt h  c o n t r o l l e d  by 
d i f f e r e n t  h o u s e h o l d s  - a v a r i a t i o n  that is 
r e p r e s e n t e d  by the fact that some h o u s e h o l d s  have no 
land to c u l t i v at e  wh i l e others  have 200 rai or more; 
that 22% of all h o u s e h o l d s  p lo w no land wh i le  18.5% 
p lo w  over  fifty r a i ...

More s p e c i f ic al l y,  12.5% of the h o us e h o l d s  in B a n g k h u a d  

owne d and r e n t e d  out land, 18.5% owned rice field s and 

did not rent, 10.3% ow ne d but also had to rent land, 34%
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re n t e d  all their land and 23.7% were lan d le s s  lab ourers  

(Kaufman, 1950: 55, 66).

The d i f f e r e n t  c las ses  also had d i f f e r e n t i a l  access 

to labour. In Bang  Chan, of the 104 ho u s e h o l d s ,  32 (or 

30.8%) had a s u f f i c i e n t  labour supply w i t h i n  the family

and r e l i ed  on e x c h a n g e d  labour at peak l ab our  deman d  

per io d s , wh il e 70 (or 67.3%) hi red  labour. On the other 

hand, those who were hi r i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  out i n c l u d e d  both 

the w a g e - l a b o u r i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  and f arm er s wi th

" r e l a t i v e l y  small plots" (Sharp et al, 1953: 155, 204).

S i m i l a r l y  in B a ngk hu ad , those with very small farms 

r e l i e d  on th eir h o u s e h o l d  labour to wo r k  the land and 

also w er e h i r i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  out; m e d i u m - s i z e d  farmers 

r e l i e d  on the e x c h a n g e d  la bou r in peak p e r i o d s  while 

"farms of 20 or more rai are in ev i ta b l y f or c e d  to hire 

he lp in a d d i t i o n  to u sin g ao ra eng (exchange labour)" 

(Kaufman, 1960: 44,45).

A d d e d  to this, the o w n e r s h i p  of the i mp l e m e n t s  of 

p r o d u c t i o n  was also unequal. In Bang Chan there were 

only 5 g as o l in e  en gi nes  a mo ng the 104 h o u se h o ld s ,  wh ile 

only 19.2% of the h o u s e h o l d s  could af f o r d  to own the 

r ath er  e x p e n s i v e  w i n n o w i n g  m a c h i n e s  in 1948-49 (Sharp et 

al, 1953: 128). In Ban gk h ua d,  only one in two h o u s e h o l d s

o wne d d r a g o n b o n e  wa t e r  pumps, a l t h o u g h  90% of those with  

farms over 25 rai o w ne d them, and only a very few 

h o u s e h o l d s  o wn e d  the engi ne s to operate them. Those who 

could  not' a f fo r d  to own them had to rent. W i n n o w i n g  

m a c h i n e s  were ow ne d by those wi th 10 rai or more and were 

also re nt e d  out to n o n - o w n e r s  (Kaufman, I960: 42, 46).
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H a v i n g  b e t t e r  access to the means of live lih oo d, a 

w e l l - t o - d o  farmer was thus

in a p o s i t i o n  to exact pr e ss u r e  on m an y other 
f a r m e r s . . . I t  is to him that others mu st o f t e n  turn 
in or der to b o r r o w  and to rent tools, to ob ta in  cash 
loans, and land to f a r m . . .At the ot her e x t re m e  are 
the lan d le ss  farmers. These i n d i v i d u a l s  feel
c o n s t a n t l y  the ec on o m ic  p r e s s u r e  of b e i n g  la ndless 
and at the mercy, each year, of the large 
l a n do w n er s"  (Kaufman, 1960: 36).

The p r e v i o u s l y  d o m i n a n t  i de olo gy  of p a t r o n - c l i e n t  

r e c i p r o c i t y  had come to be i n c r e a s i n g l y  e x p r e s s e d  in 

terms of g ro w i n g  d e p e n d e n c e  and la n d ow n e rs  were m a k i n g  

d em a nd s  for free labour from their tenants, who did not 

dare to refus e for fear of l o sin g the righ t to rent their 

land. The e x p l o i t a t i v e  rel a t io ns h ip ,  b a s e d  large ly  on 

c o m m e r c i a l  c a l c u l a t i o n s  had, in time, b e c o m e  more 

expli cit . At the same time, r e l a t i o n s h i p s  that were 

ba se d  on r e l a t i v e l y  equal r e s o ur c e s such as the labour 

ex ch a n g e  a rr a ng em e nt ,  was d e c l i n i n g  in i m p o r t a n c e  since 

the w e l l - t o - d o  could  a f f o rd  to hire w ag e l a b o ur e r s  and 

the latter had no r es o u r c e s  at their c o m m an d  to exc ha n ge  

w it h  an yo n e else. Local l a nd o w ne r s  who we re  often

r e l a t e d  in some way to their te nan ts  and were su pp o s e d  

"to help out" k i n s m e n  and n e i g h b o u r s  in time of need, 

of ten  tur n ed  out to be less lenient than th eir a bse nt ee  

c ou n t e r p a r t s .  An d w hi le the latter were e x a c t i n g  5 thang 

of rent per r a i , r e s i d e n t  l an d o wn e r s in B an g  Chan were 

d e m a n d i n g  6-8 th a n g  of rent (Janlekha, 1955: 68). In

T he pa ra j by the 1940s, a numb er of local l a n d o w n e r s  had 

b eg u n  to d e m a n d  a cash dep o s it  from te n an t s  as "a
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g u a ra n t e e"  that in case the latter faile d to ke ep  up with  

their rent paym ent , the dep o si t  w o u l d  be de d uc t e d

a c c o r d i n g l y .

The c a l c u l a t i o n s  of p r of i t s and loss had by now also 

e n t e r e d  the labour e xc h an ge  r e l a t i o n s h i p  the ms elv es.  

P r e v i o u s l y  in Thepa ra j, the ex ch an g e was w o r k e d  out on a 

daily basis w h e r e b y  a p e rs o n w o u l d  w o r k  on his

n e i g h b o u r ' s  land for a day, and w o ul d  be re pa i d  with a 

day's w or t h  of labour from the neighbo ur.  Gra du a ll y ,  

m ore  and more h o u s e h o l d s  were i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i s s a t i s f i e d  

w it h  this a r r a n g e m e n t  and st a rt ed  c o m p l a i n i n g  a gai nst  

thos e who d r a g g e d  their feet, who turne d up late and 

f i n i s h e d  early, i mp l y in g  that the day's w o rk  that they 

had c o n t r i b u t e d  was not b e i n g  r ep aid  fully. The

a r r a n g e m e n t  was s u b s e q u e n t l y  m o d i f i e d  and e x c h a n g e  was 

w o r k e d  out on a more exact area basis w h e r e b y  a p e rs o n  

w o u l d  work a nu mb e r of rai of his n e i g h b o u r ' s  land and in 

return, the same n umb er  of rai w ou ld be w o r k e d  by the 

latter. But if the "debtor" was unab le  to co m p l e t e  the 

a mo u n t  of rai he owe d the neigh bo ur,  then a w ag e  lab o u re r  

w o u l d  be h i r e d  to c o mp l e te  the work on his behal f.  By 

1950, e x c h a n g e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  on this ba sis  had be co me  

w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d ,  al t h o u g h  by this time, too, it be ca me  

mo re and more  d i f f i c u l t  to obtai n help, so wage labour  

was i n c r e a s i n g l y  used. For sm al l e r tasks like

r i c e - m i l l i n g ,  the e m p l o y m e n t  of e x ch a n g e  l ab ou r had 

c o m p l e t e l y  d i s a p p e a r e d  by 1950 and those who c ou l d  affor d  

it had their p a dd y  m i l l e d  c o m m e r c i a l l y  by the local



165

mills, wh i le  p o o r e r  farmers who m il l e d  their own paddy  

had to rely e x c l u s i v e l y  on their own h o u s e h o l d  labour.

By 1950, c e rt a in  s i g n i f i c a n t  ch an ge s had ta ken pl ace 

as r e ga r d s the p a t t e r n  of land owne rsh ip . N o t a b l e  was 

the ef f e ct  of the s u b d i v i s i o n  of land over g e n e r a t i o n s  

and the in cr ea se in the share of land ow ned  by abs e nt e e  

l a n d o w n e r s  as r e f l e c t e d  in their b e c o m i n g  a r e l a t i v e l y  

m ore  im p o r t a n t  source of credi t vis a vis the local 

w e a l t h y  h o u s eh ol d s.  In 1908, ho l di n g s  of 70 to over 100 

rai had by no me an s been unc ommon. The top 20% of the 

l a n d o w n e r s  o w ni n g 45.4% of all the land we re e x c l u s i v e l y  

local re si de nts , wi th  P l u e a n g  ow ni n g most land t o t a l l i n g  

380.5 rai g a i n e d  in the days of land c l e a r a n c e  by his 

pare nts , w it h  the help of the labour of their t h a a t . The 

othe r large l a n d o w n e r s  si m i l a r l y  i n h e r i t e d  land from 

th eir p a r e n t s  who also had some thaat at their command. 

A b s e n t e e  la ndo w n er s,  aside from the Crown, w i th  land 

a m o u n t i n g  to 3.3% of the total land owned, s e e m ed  to have 

g a i n ed  their land t hr o u gh  f o r e c l o s i n g  on loans. F rom  

1908 to 1940 m an y h o u s e h o l d s  were p l u n g e d  into 

i n d e b t e d n e s s  and lost their land ei th er  t h r o u g h  loans 

f o r e c l o s u r e  or t h ro u g h  sale. By 1930 Plueang, who had 

p r e v i o u s l y  b ui l t  up his land ow n e r s h i p  to 580 rai had 

d i v i d e d  it amon g his ch i l d r e n  and by 1940 his y ou n g e s t  

d au gh te r, wh o g ain ed 410 rai both t h r o u g h  i n h e r i t a n c e  

from her p a r e n t s  and from the chi ld le s s  famil y of her 

uncle, and t h r o u g h  loans fore clo su re,  was the largest  

la n d o w n e r  in the village. Her other sister, with  165 

r a i , was the sec o nd  l arg est  l a ndo wn er  who by now was
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r e s i d i n g  w ith  her d i s t r i c t  off i c er  hu s b a n d  in anot her  

pr ovi n c e.  This land she ga in ed t h ro u g h inh er ita nce ,  

a lt h o u g h  an extra 42 rai had been a c q u i r e d  th r o u g h  the 

f o r e c l o s u r e  on a de b t o r ' s  mo rt gag e, but by 1940 she had 

gi ven  the plot to her son. The third lar g es t la n do w n e r  

was an ab s e nt e e  r e s i d i n g  in Bangkok, who g a i n e d  her 141 

rai e x c l u s i v e l y  th r o u g h  loan fo rec lo sur e. L e a v i n g  out 

the Crown, amon g the top 20% of la nd o wn e r s in the v i ll a g e  

wi th 56.8% of all the land , three out of nine owners 

were ab s e n te e  wh o s e land a c c o u n t e d  for 32% of the land 

ow ned by this top c a t e g o r y  and all of w h o m  o p e r a t e d  as 

m o n e y l e n d e r s .  Out of the nine, three were Pl u e a n g ' s  

c h i l d r e n  who  g a in e d  most of their land th ro u g h  

i n h e r i t a n c e  and m a n a g e d  to add an extra am o u n t  to their 

stock t h r o u g h  debt f or e c lo s u re s.  Be t we e n  1908 and 1940, 

p e o p le  were t u r n i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  to m o n e y l e n d e r s  out si d e  

the v i l l a g e  and by 1940, land ow ne d by a bs e n te e  

l an d o w n e r s  had i n c r e a s e d  from the 1908 figure of 3.3% of 

the total land owned, to 19.2%; nearly two thirds  of this 

land was g a i n ed  t h ro u g h debt f o r e c l o s u r e s  and the rest 

was the i n h e r i t e d  land of P l u e an g ' s two c h i l d r e n  who 

r e s i d e d  ou ts i d e the village. (If Cr own land is included, 

land o wne d by a b s e n t e e  ow ne rs wo u l d  be 18.9% in 1908 and 

34.8% in 1940). By 1950, the share of land owned by 

a bs e n t e e  owners  i n c r e a s e d  yet further to 25.2%, most of 

the i nc r e a se  in o w n e r s h i p  h a v i n g  been g a i n e d  t h r o u g h  

p u r c h a s e  (with Cr ow n land i n cl u d e d  the share w o u l d  amount 

to 40.8%). The top 20% of owner s (excluding the Crown) 

o wn e d  46.8% of all the land in the village. A n d wh e r e a s
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in 1908 the sm a ll e s t  pi e c e of land owned was 17 rai, in 

1950 this was a mere  1.5 r a i . While plots  s m a l l e r  than 

30 rai a c c o u n t e d  for 8.6% in 1908, by 1950 this share had 

i n c r e a s e d  to 30.8%. B e t w e e n  the same period, the share 

of p lo ts over 100 rai d e c l i n e d  from 22.9% in 1908 to only 

5.8% in 1950.

The i n c r e a s i n g  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  w i th i n  

the vi ll ag e, a lon g wi th  the fu rth er  i n c u r s i o n  of

s t a t e - l e v e l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  into vi l la g e  soc i et y  had, by 

1950, r e s u l t e d  in r e l a t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n  b e c o m i n g  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  c a p i t al i ze d ,  while a good part of the

r e s o u r c e s  of p r o d u c t i o n  and r e p r o d u c t i o n  were  now lo c at e d  

f a r t he r  away from the local communit y. By 1950 the

t r a d i t i o n a l  e x c h a n g e  of la bou r had d e c l i n e d  in

imp ort a nc e .  La b o u r  c o - o p e r a t i v e s  in p ad d y  p o u n d i n g  and

w i n n o w i n g  v i r t u a l l y  d i s a p p e a r e d .  Now, h o u s e h o l d s  wi t h no 

land had n o t h i n g  to e xc h a n g e  w it h their n e i g h b o u r s  and 

were h i r i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  out for wages; poor fa rme rs  with  

very small farms te n d e d  to rely e x c l u s i v e l y  on their own 

h o u s e h o l d  labour, wh il e rich h o u s e h o l d s  w ere  h i r i n g  wage 

la b o u r e r s  to p e r f o r m  most tasks and to p a r t i c i p a t e  in the 

l abo ur  e x c h a n g e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  on their b e ha l f only at peak  

l a b o u r - d e m a n d i n g  times, such as t r a n s p l a n t i n g  and 

h a r v e s t i n g .  Se v e r a l  of the wage la bo u re r s  were from 

o u t s i d e  the villa ge.  Pr e vi o u sl y ,  p o o r e r  f ar m in g

h o u s e h o l d s  we re  b o r r o w i n g  far m i ng  i m p l e m e n t s  and 

b u f f a l o e s  from their w e a l t h i e r  r e l a t i v e s  after they had 

f i n i s h e d  wi th  their use, whil e those f a r m i n g  more than 10 

rai had their own i m p l e m e n t s  and animals. By 1950, 25
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g a s o l i n e  eng i n es  had come to re pla ce  the w i n d m i l l s  and 

not many h o u s e h o l d s  owned  them* H o u s e h o l d s  that could 

not a ff o r d  the cost of the new m a c h i n e r y  we re now findi ng  

th e m s e l v e s  r e n t i n g  it from their w e a l t h i e r  neighbo ur s.  

As costs of p r o d u c t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  with the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of 

new i m p l e m e n t s  that r e q u i r e d  fuel to run and many  

h o u s e h o l d s  were fin d in g  t h e m s e l v e s  h av ing  to hire labour 

at one stage or another, w hil e f l u c t ua t i on s in the prices 

of rice continu ed,  all but a few w e a lt h y  h o u s e h o l d s  found 

t h e m s e l v e s  b o r r o w i n g  m on e y  at great er  f r e q u e n c y  and 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  from n o n - r e s i d e n t s  or m o n e y l e n d e r s  ba sed  

o ut s i d e  the village. At the same time, by 1950, the 

hi gh e r share of land owned by a bs ent ee la n d o w n e r s  also 

me an t  that many tenan ts  were no longer d e p e n d i n g  on the 

local l an d o w n e r s  for their vital means of p r od uc t io n .  

For those who were r en t i n g  land from local lan do wne rs,  

their  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th the latter were very much  

c o m m e r c i a l i z e d  and many found that local l a n d o w n e r s  often 

i mp o se d  more s t r i n g e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  than their a bse nt ee  

c ou n t e r p a r t s .  Hence, wh i l e local l a n d o w n e r s  were

c h a r g i n g  rent de p o s i t s  as g u a r a n t e e s  a g a in s t  tenants' 

fa il u r e to pay the rent, a bs e nt ee  la n do wn e rs  w h o s e  ma jor 

sourc e of income t e n d ed  to be from se r v ic e s  other than 

l an d r en t i ng ,  we re  a d h e r i n g  to the former a r r a n g e m e n t  of 

fixed  annual rent pa yment. As such, the overal l  

c o h e s i v e n e s s  and c o mmu na l ties and s a n c t i o n s  that once 

e x e r t e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  i nf l u e n c e  on all m e m b e r s  of the 

v il l a g e  s o c ie t y  alike b e ga n to less en  as outsi de  

c o m m e r c i a l  links increased, while r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b et w e e n
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p a t r o n s  and cli e nt s  w i t h i n  the local c o m m u n i t y  were 

t h e m s e l v e s  b e c o m i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  con tr ac tu a l . The logic 

of c a p i ta l i sm ,  r e f l e c t e d  both in the f l u c t u a t i n g  price 

levels and in the equal e x ch a n g e  b e t we en  a g r i c u l t u r e  and 

i nd u s t r y  to w h i c h  p a t r o n s  and cl ie nt s alike were

subj ect ed , i n c r e a s i n g l y  came to d e t e r m i n e  the

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e  for the p r o d u c t i o n  of the rural 

p o p u l a t i o n  and to o v e r s h a d o w  the c om m u na l  v a l ue s and

s a n c t i o n s .

At the same time, by 1950 there had ta ke n place  

fur th e r i n c u r s i o n s  of s t a t e - l e v e l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  into rural 

areas. Man y f u n c ti o n s p r e v i o u s l y  p e r f o r m e d  by p a tr o ns

had now been t r a n s f e r r e d  to the state. In c re a s i n g l y ,  the 

m e d i a t i o n  and h a n d l i n g  of the local n a k l e n g , the

s e t t l e m e n t  of local di sputes, came under the j u r i s d i c t i o n  

of the p o l i c e  and the court. Ot he r ag e nc i e s  of the state 

h ad also i n c r e a s e d  their p r e s e n c e  in rural areas, as the 

state a s s u m e d  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to c o - o r d i n a t e  

p r o g r a m m e s  for m i n im a l  h e al t h  care, rural literacy,  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  and thus sent out its 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  of fi cer s, v e t e r i n a r i a n s ,  san i ta r i a ns ,

m id w i ve s ,  te a c h e r s  to be b a s e d  at the lower leve ls  of the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  An d as po or  h o u s e h o l d s  w e r e  now much  

less able to count  on a m i n im a l  level of s u p po rt  from 

th eir  more w e l l - t o - d o  n e i g h b o u r s  to p r o t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s  

a g a i ns t  nat u r a l or var io u s elements, at the same time 

v i l l a g e r s  f ou nd that de c i s i o n s  by l e g i s l a t u r e s  and 

b u r e a u c r a t s  we re  b e c o m i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  more i m p o r t a n t  for 

r e l a t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n  in the local co mm un i t y.  Thus,
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the d e c i s i o n s  of the p a t r o n s  and the state's re so ur c es  

we re b e c o m i n g  more imp or t an t as d e t e r m i n a n t s  of the 

"moral ec onomy" of the local h o u s e h o l d s  than r e s o u r c e s  of 

the local elite. As such, the p o s i t i o n  of the local 

le ade rs  came to be de f i n e d  less by their p e r s o n a l  power  

and p r e s t i g e  d e r i v i n g  from local r e c o g n i t i o n  per s e , but 

more by the b r o k e r a g e  role they p e r f o r m e d  b e t w e e n  the 

local c o m m u n i t y  and the state b u r e au c ra cy .  This te nd en c y  

b e c a me  even more p r o n o u n c e d  from the late 1950s and 1960s 

o n w ar d s  when m an y d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s  b e g a n  to be 

i n t r o d u c e d  into the v i ll a ge  and the state it se l f  b eg a n  to 

have a d i r ec t impact on groups  in the local comm un ity .
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CHAPTER 5

I N D U S T R I A L I Z A T I O N  AND C L O S E R  LINKS WITH THE A G R I - B U S I N E S S

CO M P L E X

Since the 1950s there o c c u r r e d  a chang e in em ph as is  

in T h a i l a n d ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  from the 

c u l t i v a t i o n  of new land toward s a gre a t er  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  

of p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h  the i n c r e a s i n g  use of m o d e r n  inputs. 

C ap i t a l  b e g a n  to enter into the r e la t i on s of p r o d u c t i o n  

on an i n c r e a s i n g  scale, c r ea ti n g new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for 

ac cu m u l a t i o n .  This chang e in the a g r i c u l t u r a l  sector 

m ust  be p l a c e d  in the w id er p e r s p e c t i v e  of Th a i l a n d ' s  

ove ra l l p r o c e s s  of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and the state's role 

in c o n s o l i d a t i n g  this pro cess.

The b e g i n n i n g  of the change  towards more i n t e n s i f i e d  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  took pl ace along w ith  a change in 

the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ba l a n c e  of power, r e s u l t i n g  in the 

d ec l in e  of the old co lo ni a l po w e rs  and the e m e r g e n c e  of 

new ones, t o g e t h e r  with a new global form of capital 

a c c u m u l a t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by the i n c r e a s i n g  entry of 

f o r e ig n  ca p it al  into the sphere of m a n u f a c t u r i n g  

ind ust r ie s .  S o u t h e a s t  As ia  after the S e c o n d  Wo r l d  War 

found W e s t e r n  Eu ro p e  and Japan in need of r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  

t o g e t h e r  with the w e a k e n i n g  of the grips of Br i t a i n  and 

F ra n c e  on thei r colonies. The s t r e n g t h e n i n g  of the 

s o c i a l i s t  bloc t h ro u gh  p o s t - w a r  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  and the 

s u b s e q u e n t  a d d i t i o n  of C hi n a  into the bloc, the 

a n t i - i m p e r i a 1ist m o v e m e n t s  in the va ri o u s co l on i e s  and 

last but by no means least, the e m e r ge nc e  of the U.S. as



172

the u n r i v a l l e d  d o m i n a n t  p ow e r  s u p e r c e d i n g  the old 

c ol o n i a l  p o w e r s  of B ri t a i n  and France. This

r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  re l at i o ns  has to be seen 

a l o n g s i d e  the c h a n g i n g  b a l a nc e  of forces w i t h i n  the Thai 

r u l i ng  class itself.

D u r i n g  the latter half of the n i n e t e e n t h  century, 

fo re i g n i nt e r e s t s  in T h a i l a n d  were p r e d o m i n a n t l y  B r i t is h  

w it h  the Ch i n e s e  as th eir com pra d o re s ,  and their 

a c t i v i t i e s  more c o n c e n t r a t e d  mainl y in the sphere of 

p r i m a r y  pr o d u c t  e x t r a c t i o n  and pr o ce ss in g, i m p o r t - e x p o r t  

trade, and finance. As a result of the g r ow i n g

n a t i o n a l i s t i c  and a n t i - C h i n e s e  s e n t im e nt  and the trend 

tow ar d s 11 state c ap it a l i s m "  wh ic h  a c c e l e r a t e d  in the 1940s 

and the ea rly 1950s, for e ig n  b u s i n e s s e s  e n c o u n t e r e d  a 

te m p o r a r y  setback. A nu m be r of f o r e i g n - o w n e d  b u s i n e s s e s  

w ere  n a t i o n a l i z e d  both be fo r e  and du ri ng the war. The 

g o v e r n m e n t ' s  co n tr o l  over the other b u s i n e s s e s  of the 

C h i n e s e  was t i g h t e n e d  and p r i v i l e g e s  w ere  g iv en Thai 

e n t e r p r i s e s  (Skinner, 1958: 186-199). At the same time,

the c i v i l i a n  and m i l i t a r y  b u r e a u c r a t s  in po w e r  were us in g  

the e x p a n d i n g  nu m be r  of s t a t e - o w n e d  e n t e r p r i s e s  to 

p r o m o t e  t h e m s e l v e s  e c o n o m i c a l l y ,  w h i l s t  u si n g  their 

p r i v i l e g e d  p o s i t i o n  to set up their own p r i v a t e  

e n t e r p r i s e s  (Sangsidh, 1983). However, the s et ba ck  for 

the C h i n e s e  p r o v e d  to be te m p o r a r y  as g r a d u a l l y  they 

s u c c e e d e d  in f o rm i n g an a l li a n ce  with the b u r e a u c r a t i c  

l ea de rs  by g i v i n g  the latter d i r e c t o r s h i p s  and shares in 

their b u s i n e s s e s  in r etu rn for pr ot ec ti o n.  The war years 

not only w i t n e s s e d  an inc r e as e  of J a p a n e s e  b us i n e s s
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i nf l u e n c e  but the e c lip se of E u r o p e a n  b u s i n e s s e s  also 

gave an o p p o r t u n i t y  for severa l Chine se  and Thai firms to 

re p l a c e  E u r o p e a n  firms in b a n k i n g  and some pa rt s of 

ex po r t  trade (Suthy, 1980: 17-18; K o ngc hai , 1981:

32-33). The initial i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  wh i c h  took the 

form of "state ca p i ta l i s m "  and the s u b s e q u e n t  

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  b a s e d  on p r i va te  c a p i t a l  was 

a c c o m p l i s h e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  th ro u g h the state's

i n c r e a s i n g l y  activ e role in m o b i l i z i n g  the t r a n s f e r  of 

r e s o u r c e s  from the a g r i c u l t u r a l  sector, p a r t i c u l a r l y  from 

the rice g r o w i n g  pop u l at io n .

The e x p a n s i o n  of the U.S. ec on o m ic  and m i l i t a r y  

po wer  in the p o s t - w a r  p e r i o d  had im p or ta n t r e p e r c u s s i o n s  

on the s u b s e q u e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  of Th ai land, as the U.S.' 

d o m i n a n t  i d eo l o g y  of " m o d e r n i z a t i o n  d e v e l o p m e n t  linked  

w it h  the c r e a t i o n  of an a n t i - c o m m u n i s t  b as t i on "  was to 

find ready a c c e p t a n c e  by the Thai m i l i t a r y  ruler s (Bell, 

1978: 58). In the early 1950s P h i b u n 1s p o l i c y  of state

c a p i t a l i s m  conti nue d,  but at the same time the g o v e r n m e n t  

also b e g a n  to invest in var i o us  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s  such as 

power, ir ri ga tio n, hig hways, schools, etc., w hi c h  were 

f i n a n c e d  p a r t l y  by Wo r ld  Bank loans and U.S. ec on om i c  

aid. Ho we ve r, later in the 1950s, as a re su l t  of 

i n f i g h t i n g  a mo ng the ru li ng  mi l i t a r y  factions, Ph i b u n  was 

o u s t e d  by Sarit who by now had e s t a b l i s h e d  e x t e n s iv e  

p r i v a t e  i n t e r e s t s  of his own and once in p o w e r  p r o c e e d e d  

to d i s m a n t l e  the state e n t e r p r i s e s  w hi ch c o n s t i t u t e d  an 

i m p o r t a n t  fi n a n c i a l  case for his rivals. T h er ea f t e r ,  the 

state's role as e n t r e p r e n e u r  was d e - e m p h a s i z e d ; instea d
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it be c a m e  p r o t e c t o r  and p r o m o t e r  of pr i v a t e  i n v e st m e nt  

(Suthy, 1978: 53). The first Nat i o na l  D e v e l o p m e n t  Plan

(1961-66), w h i c h  was ba s e d la rg ely  on the W o r l d  Bank 

M i s s i o n  r e por t and r ec om m e n d a t i o n ,  c l e a r l y  s t i pu l a te s  

that "the state is not to enga ge in new e n t e r p r i s e s  in 

c o m p e t i t i o n  w ith  p r i v a t e  bu s in e s s"  (Grit, 1982: 116).

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  Sa rit also set out to i m p l e m e n t  p os i t iv e  

m e a s u r e s  to creat e an a t m o s p h e r e  c o n d uc i ve  to capital 

in ves t m en t .  F o r e i g n  laws and aid were a c q u i r e d  to 

e s t a b l i s h  and e x p an d key part s of the i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  as 

well as to e x pa n d  on the m i l i t a r y  and p o l ic e  to keep the 

co un t r y stable and secure from both in ter na l and ex ternal  

"threats" (Bell, 1978: 64). Trade union s and strike

ac ti o n s were banned. An I n v e st m e nt  P r o m o t i o n  Act was 

passed, g i vi n g p r o m o t e d  terms a 5 year c o r p o r a t e - t a x  

note, an e x e m p t i o n  from b u s i n e s s  tax and import  dutie s on 

m a c h i n e r y  and equip me nt , a re d uc t i on  in impo rt  duties, a

g u a r a n t e e  by the state not to e x p r o p r i a t e  the

e nt e r p r i s e s ,  w hil e for e i gn  firms were a l l o w e d  to remit

p ro f i t s  and d i v i d e n d s  (Mingsarn, 1981: 42; Vi r ab o n g s e ,

1978: 77-78). Later, with fu rt her  i n c e n t i v e s  in the form

of d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  trade po li ci es ,  as well  as the Se co nd  

D e v e l o p m e n t  Plan (1967-71) with its e n c o u r a g e m e n t  of

joint ve n t u r e s  b e t w e e n  local and fo re ign  in ve st ors , there 

f o l l o w e d  a l a r g e - s c a l e  p e n e t r a t i o n  of T h a i l a n d ' s  indus.try 

by f o re ig n  capital. By 1974, f o r ei g n  i n v e s t m e n t

c o n s t i t u t e d  30% of the total r e g i s t e r e d  cap i t al  with the 

U.S. at the f o r e f r o n t  in the initial period, but by 1974 

Ja pan  was a l e ad i ng  fo re ig n  i n ves tor  and the m a j o r i t y  of
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d ire ct  for e i gn  in v es t m e n t  took the form of joint ve nt ure s  

b e t w e e n  f o re i g n and local equity  (Mingsarn, 1981: 42).

B e t w e e n  1957 and 1973 there was thus a great  e x p a n si o n  

and s t r e n g t h e n i n g  of c o mme rci al , fin a nc i a l and in du st ria l  

b u s i n e s s e s  bo t h in the form of joint v e n t u r e s  and of 

n o n - c o m p r a d o r e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y - b a s e d  v e n t u r e s  (Hewison, 

1981; Narong, 1981: 98-106). However, w h e t h e r  they

o p e r a t e d  more i n d e p e n d e n t l y  or as joint v e n t u r e s  with 

f or e ig n  capital, the m a j o r i t y  of the lea d i ng  m em b e r s  of 

the v a r i o u s  f a c ti o n s of the b o u r g e o s i e  of the p r e s e n t  day 

s t a r t e d  as or were d e s c e n d a n t s  of famil ie s that bu il t  up 

their e co n o m i c  base from trade and who later b r a n c h e d  out 

into banki ng , fin a nc e  and ind us t ry  (Suthy, 1980; 

Kr irk i a t,  1982: 311). Some have also been a s s e r t i v e  in

the p o l i t i c a l  arena, ei th er  as p o l i t i c i a n s  or b u r e a u c r a t s  

and the i n t e r e s t s  of the di f f e r e n t  fac ti o ns  of the 

b o u r g e o s i e  at va ri o u s  c o n j u n c t u r e s  may not n e c e s s a r i l y  

coi nci de . The role that the state pl ay s at v ar iou s  

p e r i o d s  p a r t ly  re f l e c t s  the co nf li cts  or c o m p r o m i s e  and 

the c h a n g i n g  al l i a n c e s  of the va ri ou s d o m i n a n t  groups in 

soc i e t y .

The u rb an i n d us t r i a l  growt h that b e ga n in the p e r i o d  

of "state c a pi t a li s m " , and b e c am e f u l l y - f l e d g e d  

p r i v a t e l y - b a s e d  c ap it al ism , great ly a c c e l e r a t i n g  after 

Sa rit a s c e n d e d  to power, was to an i m p o r t a n t  e xte nt  

f a c i l i t a t e d  by the state's i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e r v e n t i o n  in the 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  sector. F r o m  the p o s t - w a r  p e r i o d  o nw ard s  

the state has never  s u r r e n d e r e d  the active role wh ic h  was 

o r i g i n a l l y  t hru st upon it by the a lli ed  war r e p a r a t i o n s
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d em a nd s  in the form of fo r c ed  d e l i v e r i e s  of rice. Since 

the l i f ti n g  of these dem a nd s  in 1947, the state has 

ch ose n to r e t a in  con t r ol s  on the expor t of rice, first in 

the form of rice exp o rt  m o n o p o l y  and e x c h a n g e  controls, 

and from 1955 in the form of the rice pr em iu m, quotas, 

and the "rice reserve". The orig ina l o b j e c t i v e  of the 

i m p o s i t i o n  of co nt ro l - the need to m eet  the war 

r e p a r a t i o n  de m a n d s  - has thus s h if t ed  to a p r o c u r e m e n t  of 

i m p o r t a n t  r ev e n u e  for the state, and a c on c er n  for 

k e e p i n g  d o m e s t i c  rice p r i c e s  low in the g r o w in g  

u r b a n - i n d u s t r i a l  sector (Robinson, 1978: 1262).

A nd  in Tha iland, wh er e  rice is the s ta ple  food, this 
has had the e ff ect  of ho l d i n g  do wn  the cost of 
living, wage levels, and g en er al prices. This in 
turn has r e d u c e d  i n d u s tr i a l p r o d u c t i o n  costs and to 
that ex te n t  al l o w e d  the f o r m a t i o n  of import  
s u b s t i t i o n  in d u s t r i e s  and the d e v e l o p m e n t  of expor t  
i n d u s t r i e s  (Matooka, 1978: 321, 326).

The la rg es t share of the new bu rd en  is borne by 

r i c e - c u l t i v a t o r s .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  such c o n t r o l s  i mpo sed  

by the state e f f e c t i v e l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  a r e d i s t r i b u t e d  

t r a n s f e r r i n g  inco me  from a g r i c u l t u r e  to the ur ba n  sector, 

s h i f t i n g  the terms of trade ag ai ns t the rice p r o d u c e r s  

and thus c r e a t i n g  an ever g re ate r i nd i r e c t  eco n om ic  

s ub s i dy  to the u r b a n - i n d u s t r i a l  sector (Ayal, 1965: 

357). For this re as on  the Ko re a n War boom, w h ic h  was 

very p r o f i t a b l e  for m uch  of T h a i l a n d ' s  e x p o r t  trade and 

c o n t r i b u t e d  to the gr o w th  in p r i m a r y  c o m m o d i t i e s  in the 

early 1950s, b y - p a s s e d  the rice farme rs  as "much of the 

re v e n u e  (was) b e i n g  s k i mm e d  off by the g o v e r n me nt "  

(Ammar, 1975: 35). Us h e r  e s t i ma t es  that a b o l i s h i n g  the
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p r e m i u m  w o u l d  have r ai s e d  paddy prices at the farm level 

by 85% and the farmers were c a r r y i n g  a tax burde n  

a m o u n t i n g  to 22% of their income, while  n o n - f a r m  income 

was ta xe d at only 10% (Usher, 1977 : 13, 20) .

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  rice p r o d u c t i o n  was r e n d e r e d  a less

p r o f i t a b l e  e n t e r p r i s e  vis a vis other crops and this in 

turn e n c o u r a g e d  p r o d u c t i o n  of non - r ic e  cash crops when 

c o n d i t i o n s  p e r m i t t e d  and a decl in e in the r e la t i ve

i m p o r t a n c e  of rice in the expor t trade (Marzouk, 1972: 

136-144; B e rtr and , 1977: III-2-20). A l o n g  wi t h  this

t ren d was the fact that from the late 1950s, the 

g o v e r n m e n t  b e g a n  to put a he a v y e m pha sis  on the b u i l d i n g  

and i m p r o v e m e n t  of i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  in s u p p or t  of

a g r i c u l tu r e , on the i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r a l

p r o d u c t i o n  t h r o u g h  the use of mo de r n inputs, and the 

d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  of crop pr od u c ti o n , as had  been  

r e c o m m e n d e d  by the Wo r l d Bank (World Bank, 1959). The

d e c l i n i n g  i m p o r t a n c e  of rice vis a vis other  cash crops 

in the 1960s can be seen from the fact that in 1950-52 an 

ave ra g e 87.5% of the total p l a n t e d  area in T h a i l a n d  was 

in rice; by 1965-67, wh il e the area of land c u l t i v a t e d

i n c r e a s e d  by 55.6%, the area p l a n t e d  in rice i n c r e a s e d  by 

only 20.1%. On the ot her hand, in the same p e r i o d  the 

area of land in crops in rice e x p e r i e n c e d  an incr eas e of 

410% (Matooka, 1978: 300-301).

C o u p l e d  with this was the c o n t i n u a t i o n  of the 

l on g - ru n  tren d tow a rd s  a d e cl i n e in rice yi e l d  per r a i . 

In 1958-60, y i e l d  per rai (195 kg) was w e l l  b e l o w  the 

a ve r a g e  of 50 ye ars  ea rl i e r (293 k g ) . W it h the
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a c c e l e r a t i o n  in the p o p u l a t i o n  g ro wth  rate in the 

p o s t - w a r  p e r i o d  and the i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of p o o r e r  land 

un d e r  rice c u l t i v a t i o n  as the more fert il e fr o n t i e r  was 

b e c o m i n g  fully util ise d,  total output of rice rose only a 

little, a l t h o u g h  it c o n t i n u e d  to keep in step w i t h the 

i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  pre ss u re . From 1950- 52  to 1958 -60  

o ut p u t  rose less (4%) than p o p u l a t i o n  (27%), thus 

r e d u c i n g  the am ou n t  of rice a v a il a bl e  for ex p or t (Ingram, 

1971: 238) and e x p o s i n g  the li m i t a t i o n s  of "e xt en si v e"

a g r i c u l t u r a l  d ev e l o p m e n t .  This means that p r e - w a r  rice 

p r o d u c t i o n  t e n d e d  to be ex po r t- le d ; after the war, rice 

ex po r t s were p r i n c i p a l l y  an o u t f l o w  of p r o d u c e  that was 

su rp l u s to d o m e s t i c  re q ui r e m e n t s .  E x p o r t s  also

f l u c t u a t e d  w i d e l y  from year to year and v i e w e d  overall, 

p o s t - w a r  ex p o r t s  can be said to have st a g n a t e d  (Matooka, 

1978: 314-315). In a p e r i o d  when ur b an  g r o w t h  and

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  are a c c e l e r at e d , r e d uc e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l

sur pl u s me a n s that e xpo rt d e ma n d is no l ong er a ma jo r  

d e m a n d  factor, w h e r e a s  inter nal  demand, due to the grow th  

of the p o p u l a t i o n  is and it also means that there is a 

sq ue e z e on the am ou n t  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u r p l us  that can be 

t r a n s f e r r e d  to f in anc e the e x p a n d i n g  ur ba n  i n d u s t r i a l

sector. In the long run, if the supply of s tap le food 

had a c t u a l l y  fallen, this co uld have c o n s t i t u t e d  a 

p o t e n t i a l  th r ea t  to the v ery  basis of in d u s t r i a l

a c c u m u l a t i o n  by i n c r e a s i n g  the cost of the r e p r o d u c t i o n  

of urba n labour, s q u e e z i n g  p r o f i t  m a rg in s  and r e d u c i n g  

the amou nt  of sc ar ce  f o re i g n e x ch a n ge  ava il a bl e .
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The g e ne r al  di r e c t i o n  of the s tat e's  policies,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  from 1960 onwards, sh oul d be seen in this 

light. Since then the state has p l a ye d  an ac t iv e  role in 

p r o m o t i n g  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  and t e c h n o l o g i c a l  i n n o v a t i o n  in 

a g r i c u l t u r e  t h r o u g h  its i n v e s t m e n t  in the a g r i c u l t u r a l  

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  its p r o v i s i o n  of p r o d u c t i o n  i n c e n t i v e s  in 

the form of a g r i c u l t u r a l  cr ed it pr o g r a m m e s ,  and its

p r o m o t i o n  of the r es e a r c h  into the new h i g h - y i e l d i n g  rice 

v a r i et i e s.  At the same time, the state 's m e a s u r e s  to 

i n t e n s i f y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  as well as m e a s u r e s

aim ed  at p r o m o t i n g  in d u s t r i a l  investme nt , by b o t h fore ign  

and d o m e s t i c  capital, have led to close l in ka g es  be in g  

e s t a b l i s h e d  b e t w e e n  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  and the 

a g r o - i n d u s t r y  w h i c h  su pp li e s them with m o d e r n  inputs. 

O the r a g r i - b u s i n e s s e s  such as animal fed ind us tri es,  

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g , and l a r g e - s c a l e  p l a n t a t i o n s  w h i c h  have 

g re a t l y  e x p a n d e d  as a re su lt of the s ta te' s in v e s t m e n t  

p ro m o t i o n ,  have also a b s o r b e d  a se c t i o n  of the

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  into the highly  i n t e g r a t e d  s ys tem  

of l a r g e - s c a l e  en t er p r i s e s .  Cha ng e s that have taken 

pl ac e  in the v i l l a g e  soc i et y  w o u l d  be i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  

un le s s they are set in the wi d er  c on tex t of the g r o wi n g  

i n t e r n a l i z a t i o n  and i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  of the Thai 

ec onomy, t o g e t h e r  wi th the d e v e l o p m e n t  s t r a t e g i e s  ad o p t e d  

by the Thai state to c o n s o l i d a t e  the p ro ces s,  as well as 

the r e l a t i o n s h i p  amon g the d i f f e r e n t  cl a s s e s  in societ y  

at v a r i o u s  h i s t o r i c a l  c on j u nc t u re s.

As r e g a r d s  the i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p r o d u c t i o n  and the stat e's  role in f a c i l i t a t i n g  the
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pro ce s s,  this s t a r t e d  in the 1960s as can be seen from 

the fact that p a d d y  yi e l d  per rai s t a r t e d  to increase

after a long p e r i o d  of decline. By 1968-69, yi e ld  per 

rai was 280 kg, c o m p a r e d  with the 195 kg in the 1958-60

p e r i o d  (Ingram, 1971: 238). This in cr ea s e was due not

only to the i m p r o v e d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  for a gr i cu lt u re ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i rr ig at ion , and the i n c r e a s i n g  use of new 

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  input s such as ch em ic al fe r t i l i z e r s ,  new 

rice v a r i e ti e s , p e s t i c i d e  and m e c h a n i z a t i o n ,  but also to 

the e x p a n s i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  credit f a c i l i t i e s  on the 

part of the state.

In the p o s t - W o r l d  War II p e r i o d  i r r i g a t i o n  

f a c i li t i es ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in the C ent ral  Plain, e x pa n d e d  

r a p i d l y  and by the late 1960s the G r e a t e r  Chao P hra ya

I r r i g a t i o n  Proj ec t,  with the v ar i o us  d i t c h e s  and dykes 

r e c o m m e n d e d  by the PAO and many other  i r r i g a t i o n  

fa ci l i ti e s , were c o m p l e t e d  wi t h for e i g n t e c h n i c a l  aid and 

c a p i ta l  loans. I m p r o v e d  i r r i g a t i o n  r e s u l t e d  not only in 

the e x p a n s i o n  of the i r r i g a t e d  areas, in o u t p ut  incr eas e  

and in the s t a b i l i s a t i o n  of main rice crops, but the 

i m p r o v e d  w at e r  con tr o l sy s t em  has also made it p o s s i b l e  

for t e c h n i q u e s  to be improved. C u l t i v a t i o n  co ul d  now 

shift from b r o a d c a s t i n g  to t r an s p l a n t i n g .  I r r i g a t e d  land 

could also be a p p l i e d  wit h new inputs such as ch em ic a l  

f e r t i l i z e r s  and h e r b i c i d e s  w hi ch in turn co u l d  lead to 

more y i el d s  (Matooka, 1978: 310-312; Tanabe, 1981:

145) .

The 1950s and 1960s also saw the c r e a t i o n  of a 

n a t i o n w i d e  n e t w o r k  of h i g h w a y s  and roads. C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
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v a s t ly  improved, r e n d e r i n g  a f u rth er  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of a 

na ti o n a l  unit and of p o l i t i c a l  cont ro l from the centre. 

A l t h o u g h  many h i g h w a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s che mes  m i g h t  have 

be en d e v e l o p e d  wi th  n a ti o n al  sec u r it y in mind, the 1960s 

also saw the s u c c e s s i v e  op e n i n g  of p r o v i n c i a l  roads in 

the i n te r i o r  of the C e n t ra l Pl ain where p r e v i o u s l y  there 

had only be en  wa t er  tra ns p or t .  This had the ef f e ct  of 

f a c i l i t a t i n g  the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of m a t e r i a l s  for rice 

p r o d u c t i o n .  For example, in the mi d - 1 9 6 0 s  an 8 km dirt 

road, l e a di n g  from the main hig h wa y th r ou g h  the v il l a ge s  

of t am bon s P r a w e t  and T he par aj  to end at K l o n g  Suan 

mark et, was c o n s t r u c t e d  with the ta mb on  cou n c il  fund. 

The road has t u r n ed  out to b en e f i t  p e op l e w ith  d ir ect  

acces s to it more than those whose  acces s to it was 

b a r r e d  by the canal, as t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  by road came to be 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  pr ef e r re d .

In 1950, i n t e n s iv e rice b r e e d i n g  b e g a n  and a 

s e p a r a t e  Rice D e p a r t m e n t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  in 1954 to 

i d e n t i f y  h i g h - y i e l d i n g  rice va ri eties. In the 1960s, 

cl ose c o - o p e r a t i o n  was c a r r i e d  out with the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Rice R e s e a r c h  I n s t i tu t e  in the P h i l i p p i n e s  and r e s u l t e d  

in new rice v a r i e t i e s  that were f e r t i l i z e r - r e s p o n s i v e  

n o n - p h o t o p e r i o d - s e n s i t i v e .  V a r io u s  ef fo rt s we r e made to 

d i s s e m i n a t e  the new v a r i e t i e s  to the fa rme rs  - e x t en s i on  

w o r k e r s  we re sent out to be ba s e d at local levels to 

p r o m o t e  their adoption, pest cont ro l units w ere  set up to 

assi st fa r m er s  wit h in se ct and d is e a s e  p ro ble ms ,  

d e m o n s t r a t i o n  p lot s and yi el d  con t e st s  we re  or ga niz ed,  

t e c h n i c a l  advice, f e r t i l i z e r  on credit, and c h e m ic a ls
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w ere  p r o v i d e d  to f a rme rs  who w i sh e d to pa r ti c i pa t e .  

However, the initial at te m p t s  to launch the new va r i et i e s  

in 1 96 9-7 0 met w it h  little success b e c a us e  the p e ri o d  saw 

"the lowes t rice pri c es  and the h igh est  f e r t i l i z e r  price s  

in T h a i l a n d  since 1950" (Sopin and Welsc h,  1978: 157,

153-158). In Thepa ra j,  it was not until the earl y 1970s 

when rice pr ic e s  were high that farmers b e g a n  to adopt 

the new v a r i e t i e s  and doub le cr o p p i n g  in large numbers.

The o ve ra ll  o b j e c t i v e  of i n c r e a s i n g  rice 

p r o d u c t i v i t y  w i t h o u t  i n c r e a s i n g  the final pr ic e to 

c o n s u m e r s  s o m e t i me s  came into co nf lic t w i t h  the more 

i m m e di a te  i n t e r es t s  that s ec tio ns of the r ul i n g  elite had 

v e s t e d  in the a g r i c u l t u r e - r e l a t e d  indus tr ie s. The high 

p r i c e s  of f e r t i l i z e r  w en t some way to of f s et  the 

l o n g - t e r m  aim of i n c r e a s i n g  the p r o d u c t i o n  of rice. The 

f ail ur e of the s t a t e - o w n e d  f e r t i l i z e r  c o m pa n y  w ho se  bo ard 

of d i r e c t o r s  was f i l l ed  wi th  t o p - r a n k i n g  m i l i t a r y  

b u r e a u c r a t s  as well as fi n a n c i e r s  and in d us t r i a l i s t s ,  

r e s u l t e d  in the influx of ch ea p e r i m p o r t e d  f e r t i l i z e r  

t h r o u g h  a h a nd f u l of co m p a n i e s  that o b t a i n e d  import 

l ic e n s e s  from the g o v e r n m e n t  in the early 1970s. This 

put the c o m p an i e s in a p o s i t i o n  to d ict ate  the p r ic e s  of 

f e r t i l i z e r s  sold in the ma r k et  and the lion's share of 

the pr o f i t s  were ski m m ed  off by Sr i kr u n g W a t t a n a  b u si ne s s  

g rou p wh i c h  had d o m i n a t e d  the fe r ti l i z e r  impo rt trade and 

who e n t e r e d  into the b u s i n e s s  of f e r t i l i z e r  p r o d u c t i o n  

itse lf on a j o i n t - v e n t u r e  basis with J a p a n e s e  capital, 

w hil e the s t a t e - o w n e d  co m pa n y  was b a nn e d  from i n v ol v i ng  

itself in the new bu si ne ss.  By 1981 this j o i n t - v e n t u r e
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had b e c o m e  the sole p r o d u c e r  of c om p o u n d  f e r t i l i z e r  in 

the co un tr y and was in c on tro l of T h a i l a n d ' s  h ig hly  

c o n c e n t r a t e d  f e r t i l i z e r  m a r k e t  (Somphop, 1978; Krirk ia t,  

1982: 253, 331, 368). The fe r t i l i z e r  story can be cited

as an i n s ta n c e of how la r g e - s c a l e  c o m m e r c i a l  and 

a g r o - i n d u s t r i a l  c api tal  have come to gain c o nt r o l  of the 

m a r k e t i n g  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of m o d e rn  a g r i c u l t u r a l  inputs 

and how group s of m e r c h a n t  and in du s t ri a l  c a p i t a l i s t s  

have g a i n ed  c o nt r ol  over the m a r k e t i n g  and p r o d u c t i o n  of 

goods t h r o u g h  th eir close links with p e o p l e  who had 

p o s i t i o n s  of power. By their i n cr ea s ed  use of chemi ca l 

fe rt i l i z e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  from the 1970s onwards, the 

farm ers  have thus e n t e r e d  into cl os er  links with the 

a g r o - i n d u s t r i a l  com p l ex  w h i c h  op era te  t h r o u g h  the 

i nt r i c a t e  m u l t i - n e t w o r k  of d i s t r i b u t i o n  b a s e d  large ly  

still on the a l re ad y  e x i s t i n g  info rma l cr ed i t systems. 

The m a j o r i t y  of the small r i c e - f a r m e r s  are often not in a 

p o s i t i o n  to buy f e r t i l i z e r  in cash and are still very 

m uc h  u nd e r  the co nt ro l of such t r a d i t i o n a l  ag en ts  as the 

local tra ders, s h o p k e e p e r s  and local m o n e y l e n d e r s  who 

a dv a nc e  f e r t i l i z e r  cr ed it  or credi t in cash at the 

b e g i n n i n g  of each p l a n t i n g  season. Some of the local 

f e r t i l i z e r  t r ad e rs  in Thep ar aj are in turn r e c e i v i n g  

f e r t i l i z e r  cr e di t  from big d e al e r s in C h a c h o e n g s a o  town. 

One of the l a rg e st  de al er s  there is said to have some 

s har es  in the S r i k r u n g  W a t t a n a  C o m pa n y  wh o s e  as s o c i a t e  

c o m p a n i e s  t o g e t h e r  were takin g about 70% of the nat io n al  

m a r k e t  share s in the f e r t i l i z e r  bu s in e s s  in the 1970s.
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As a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  has b e c o m e  more 

i nt en si ve,  f ar mer s have be c o me  more r el ian t on chemi ca l  

f er t il i z er s .  In 1950, the very small q u a n t i t y  of less 

than 10,000 tons of i mp o r t e d  fe r ti l i z e r  was c o ns u m e d  

m o n t h l y  by fruit and v e g e t a b l e  growe rs  who e m p l o y e d  a 

more f a v o u r a b l e  fe r ti liz er:  p r o d u c e  pr i c e ra t i o  co m pa r e d

wi th  rice growers. Howe ver , in the 1950s a ha n d f u l  of 

w e l l - t o - d o  fa rme rs  in Thepa ra j also b e g a n  to apply

ch em i c a l  f e r t i l i z e r  to th eir fields in Small

q ua n t i t i e s ,  but by the m i d - 1 9 7 0 s  onwards, after high 

y i e l d i n g  v a r i e t i e s  had been adopted, • all rice farmers, 

rich and poor alike, had to use f e r t i l i z e r  and in 

i n c r e a s i n g  q u a n t i t i e s  over the years b e c a u s e  of the

f e r t i l i z e r - r e s p o n s i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the new rice 

v a r i e t i e s  that they are now pla nting. By 1980 the

ov er a ll  d o m e s t i c  d e m a n d  for che m ic a l  f e r t i l i z e r  has 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  exp anded, as can be seen from the fact that

in 1960, 51,70 4 m i l l i o n  tons of it was c o n s u m e d

n a t io n w id e,  by 1979 the a mou nt i n c r e a s e d  to 792,002

m i l l i o n  tons, w hil e the area p l a n t e d  i n c r e a s e d  m uc h less 

in p r o p o r t i o n  from 3 6 , 9 4 0 , 0 0 0  rai in 1960 to 5 8 , 9 7 1 , 0 0 0  

rai in 1979 (Anuwat, 1982: 10).

A p a r t  from this, the state also sough t to

r e - o r g a n i z e  c o - o p e r a t i v e s  which, a l t h o u g h  first 

e s t a b l i s h e d  as long ago as 1916, had met wi t h little

success. Wit h the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  and f i n a n c i a l  aid of 

U SO M  (U.S. O v e r s e a s  Missi on) , one of the first

d i s t r i c t - l e v e l  c o - o p e r a t i v e s  was e s t a b l i s h e d  via 

C h a c h o e n g s a o  in 1960 wi t h  the dual o b j e c t i v e  of credit
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p r o v i s i o n  as well as the e x p a n s i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p r o d u c t i o n .  A g a i n  the new c o - o p e r a t i v e  tu r n e d  out to 

be n e f i t  the h i g h e r  strata of the farmi ng  p o p u l a t i o n  and 

82% of its m e m b e r s  o wn ed some land w h i l e  18% were 

tenants. S in ce tenant  farm ers  c o n s t i t u t e d  49% of the 

p o p u l a t i o n ,  l a n d - o w n e r s h i p  r e s t r i c t i o n  on c o - o p e r a t i v e  

m e m b e r s h i p  m e a n t  that the p o or er  fa r mi ng  h o u s e h o l d s 1 

a cc es s to c hea p i n s t i t u t i o n a l  credit was thus barred, 

w i d e n i n g  the d i f f e r e n t i a l  acces s to cre d i t am o ng  the 

d i f f e r e n t  income groups wi th i n  rural s o c i e t y  still 

f u r t he r  (see To mos u g i,  1980: 140-143).

Ho wev er , p e o p l e  from V i l l a g e  no. 2 of Th ep ar a j did 

not b ec o m e  m e m b e r s  of the new co - o p e r a t i v e .  The

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  cred it wh i c h  ha d be co m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  

i m p o r t a n t  to v i l l a g e r s  of this area se em ed  to have come 

ra th e r  from other  state a g e n c i e s  and p ro j e ct s.  A state 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  cr e di t i n s t i t u t i o n  that has as s u m e d  

i n c r e a s i n g  p r o m i n e n c e  over the years is the Bank for 

A g r i c u l t u r e  and A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o - o p e r a t i v e s  or the BAAC, 

w hi c h  came into o p e r a t i o n  in 1966 as a re s ul t  of a 

r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of the former Bank of C o - o p e r a t i v e s .  The 

B A A C 1s f u nc t i o n  was to suppo rt  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p r o d u c t i o n  of i n d i v i d u a l  farms, a g r i c u l t u r a l

c o - o p e r a t i v e s  and far m e r' s  groups, as well as to pr o v i d e  

funds for a g r i c u l t u r a l  m a r k e t i n g  and p u r c h a s i n g  in 

c o - o p e r a t i v e s .  P ri o r  to this dev e l op m e nt ,  f a rm e rs  were 

r e l y i n g  m o st l y  on p r i v a t e  m o n e y l e n d e r s  who m i g h t  be their 

n ei g h b o u r s ,  rel at i ve s ,  traders, or la nd ow ner s, for loans 

(Kirsch, 1981: 56-57). For instance, in 1 9 57 - 5 8 a survey
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ca rr i e d out in 20 p r o v i n c e s  of the C ent ral  Pl a i n region 

fo und that 50% of the farme rs  were in debt and 90% of 

th em were b o r r o w i n g  from mo n ey l e n d e r s ,  many of w h o m  were 

m id d l e m e n ,  at rates of in te r es t  b e t we e n  16-55% per annum 

w hi l e  only 10% o b t a i n e d  loans from f i na nc i al  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

(Uthit, 1958). By 1978/79, the p e r c e n t a g e  of in de bt e d  

f arm er s had i n c r e a s e d  to 63.07% and out of this, 60.27% 

were o b t a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  credit wh i l e  39.73% were 

b o r r o w i n g  from  p r i v a t e  lend er s (Witayakorn, 1982: 

116-117) .

A d d e d  to this in the 1950s and e s p e c i a l l y  the 1960s, 

the M i n i s t r y  of A g r i c u l t u r e  e n c o u r a g e d  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

of Farmers' G r ou p s  by g r a n t i n g  them p r o d u c t i o n  credits. 

In Th ep ara j the Farmers' Gr o up  was form ed in 1965 with 

the i n i t i a t i o n  co m i n g  from the a m p h o e - l e v e 1

(district-l eve l)  a g r i c u l t u r a l  office. Each was to pay a 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  fee of 20 baht, to hold at least one share 

v a l u e d  at 50 baht and to be a ll o w e d  to take up cred it  in 

di re c t  p r o p o r t i o n  to the nu mb er of shares he owned. 

Ho wever, m e m b e r s h i p  of the Farmers' Gr o u p  also e n ab l e d  

the f ar mer s to p u r c h a s e  c h em i c a l  f e r t i l i z e r  on credit  

from the g o ve r n me n t . Mo r e ov er ,  the same y ear  also

w i t n e s s e d  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of an o th e r  s i m il ar  group  

k n o w n  as the P e o p l e ' s  I r r i g a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  this time 

at the i n i t i a t i o n  of the M i n i s t r y  of the Int eri or.  This 

a s s o c i a t i o n  also a ime d to p r o v i d e  m em be r s w i t h  ch em i c a l  

f er t i liz er , m a c h i n e r y , *  credit and i m p r o v e d  i rr i g a t i o n  

fa cil it ie s. Those who j oi ned  both the gr oup s we re  mo stl y  

w e a l t h y  fa rm ers  who w i s h e d  to gain acces s to l o w - i n t e r e s t



187

c re di ts  and inputs. In this p e r i o d  only the w e ll - o f f  

r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  were a p pl yi n g che mi c al  f er t i l i z e r  

to their fields and a few took adv a nt ag e  of ch eap  loans 

to a c qu i r e the tr ac t o rs  that sta rt e d to come onto the 

market. Ho wever, these a s s o c i a t i o n s  m er e l y  l a s te d  a few 

y ear s and wer e later d i s s o l v e d  when a m a j o r  p o r t i o n  of 

the cred its  were not rep a i d in due time and a great deal 

of funds e m b e z z l e m e n t s  was also taking  place. The two 

group s that w er e set up a rou nd the same time, more 

i m p o r t a n t l y  r e f l e c t e d  a c o m p e t i t i o n  that was go ing on 

am ong  d i f f e r e n t  g o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s  for shar es  in the 

large sums of d e v e l o p m e n t  funds that were b ei n g  

d e s i g n a t e d  to a g r i c u l t u r a l  projects.

Wi th  i m p r o v e d  i r r i g a t i o n  fa c il i t ie s  that c o n t r i b u t e d  

to a more stabl e p a t t e r n  of yields, the e n c o u r a g e m e n t  

from the state to innovate, t hr ou g h the i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  

of a g r i c u l t u r a l  te chn ol o gy ,  gro w i ng  p r e s s u r e  on land 

b e c a u s e  of the i n c r e a s i n g  po p u la tio n,  t o g e t h e r  with a 

more s h o r t - r u n  factor of fa v ou r a b l e  pa d d y  prices, 

Thepa raj  of the m i d - 1 9 6 0 s  b eg an to w i t n e s s  a change 

tow ar d s i n c r e a s i n g l y  c a p i t a l i z e d  c u l t i v a t i o n  tech ni qu es.  

By the 1960s the use and u pk e e p  of b u f f a l o e s  had be co m e  

less and less e c o n o m i c a l  as the p r o g e s s i v e  c l e a r i n g  of 

the land f r o n t i e r  me an t  that land that was once used for 

gr a z i n g  an im al s was i n c r e a s i n g l y  t ur ned  into ar ab le land. 

The r i c e - f a r m i n g  v i l l a g e r s  say that by this time it had 

be co m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  for them to find grass to 

feed their b u f f a l o e s  wh en the an imals had to be kept away 

from the g ro w in g  rice plants. They had to trave l farth er
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and f a rt h e r away from home, often  to ot h e r a mp hoe s to 

find some fa ll o w  land with grass on it. Se v e r a l  nights 

n e e d ed  to be spent there b e f or e  e n o u g h  grass was 

c ol le ct ed.  The s i t u a t i o n  got even w ors e in later years 

w he n  straw  had to be pu rc h a se d .  C ou p l e d  w i th  this, they 

also ci ted  as a re a so n  for p r e f e r r i n g  t r ac t o r s  to 

b u f f a l o e s  that the risk of the animals be i n g  s tol en was 

b e c o m i n g  g r e a t e r  all the time, while  tr a ct or s  w er e  easier 

to gu a r d and the eng i ne s  wh i c h were the m os t  v a l u a b l e  

co m p o n e n t  co uld be d i s m a n t l e d  and kept inside the houses, 

thus r e n d e r i n g  theft mu ch  less easy. Hence, when

i m p o r t e d  J a p a n e s e  t ra c t o r s  were av ai lab le on the market, 

they were an in st ant  at t ra c t io n .  One of the first 

s a l e s - a g e n t s  of those tr a c t o r s  was a rice mill owner  from 

a nearb y am pho e who, t h r o ug h  his close c o n n e c t i o n  with 

the g o v e r n m e n t  o ff i c i a l s  involved, was t r y in g  to sell 

the p r o d u c t s  t hr o u g h  the Farmers' Grou p and the P eo p le ' s  

I r r i g a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  from w h i c h  m e mb e r s  co u l d  obtain 

cred it to make the purc ha se.  At first only th ose we a l t h y  

rice f ar mer s in the v i l la g e  bo u gh t the 2 0, 000  baht 

t r a c t o r s  to try them out wh il e the rest r e t a i n e d  their 

bu ff a lo e s .  G r a du a ll y ,  more n o n- o w n e r s  came to hire the 

m a c h i n e s  from the w e a l t h y  few and also from p e op l e  from 

other ta mb o n s who came into the v i l l a g e  w i t h  their 

f o u r - w h e e l e d  tr ac t o r s  for hire. Then, t o w ar d s  the later 

years of the 1960s when c han ges  and more e f f i c i e n t  model s  

of t w o - w h e e l e d  tra c t or s  w er e av a i la b l e on the m a r k e t  and 

wh en the p add y pr ic es  st a r t e d  to pick up, m or e  and more 

fa rme rs  r e p l a c e d  their b u f f a l o e s  with the new mach in es.
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The gr o w i n g  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  of m e c h a n i z e d  p l o u g h i n g  

led a nu m b e r  of p r o v i n c i a l - b a s e d  firms to en ter the 

b u s i n e s s  of t r a c t o r - m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  A good deal of

c o m p o n e n t s  and ac c es s o r i e s ,  i n c l u d in g  the engines, used 

to be i m p o r t e d  from i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  cou nt ri e s , a lt h o u g h  

the local farms have m a n a g e d  to re d es i g n  the m a c h i n e s  to 

suit b e t t e r  local c o n d i t i o n s  and to p r o d u c e  them at 

c he a pe r  prices. D u r i n g  the late 1960s and ea rl y 1970s, 

wh ile  i m p o r t e d  tr ac t o r s  were c o st i n g a n y t h i n g  from 10,000 

to over 2 0,0 00  baht, t w o - w h e e l e d  t ra c t or s  that local 

firms were tu r n i n g  out cost only 3 , 0 0 0 - 6 , 0 0 0  baht. In 

the early year s the local firms tried to at t r a c t  the rice 

far me r s to their p r o d u c t s  in v ar i ou s ways, by o r g a n i z i n g  

p l o u g h i n g  races at templ e feasts to d e m o n s t r a t e  the

mach ine s'  w o r k i n g  e f f ic i e nc y ,  by s e ll i n g th ei r p r o d u c t s  

on c r edi t and g u a r a n t e e i n g  th eir p e r f o r m a n c e ,  etc. The 

c h e ap e r  cost of t ra c to r s  me a n t that it was p o s s i b l e  for

the s m a l l - s c a l e  rice fa rme rs  to po s s e s s  the m a c h i n e s

a l b e it  t h r o u g h  o b t a i n i n g  loans from p r i v a t e  m o n e y l e n d e r s ,  

w hi l e  the mo re  w e l l - t o - d o  land- ow ni ng h o u s e h o l d s  often 

g a i n ed  access to i n s t i t u t i o n a l  credit. By the early 

1970s very few b u f f a l o e s  r e m a i n e d  to be seen in and

a r o u n d  Thep ara j .

The a d o p t i o n  of m e c h a n i z e d  p l o u g h i n g  has m ad e land 

p r e p a r a t i o n  a m u c h  light er  and much less t e d i ou s  task for 

farmers. Mo re si gn i fi c a n t l y ,  both the labou r and

n o n - l a b o u r  cost of t r a c t o r - p l o u g h i n g  p r o v e d  ch e a p e r  than 

us ing  b u f f a l o e s  and at the same time a lot of time as 

well as labou r is sa ve d in land p r e p a r a t i o n  and pa dd y
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th res h i ng .  P r ev i o u s l y ,  one b u f f a l o  and a p e r s o n  could 

p l o u g h  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  half a rai of land in one day. With 

m e c h a n i z e d  pl o u g h i n g ,  a p e r s o n  and a t r ac t o r co u ld  easil y  

m a n a g e  5 rai or more w i t h i n  the same am ou nt of time, due 

to the m u c h  fast er  speed  and the long er  h ou r s  that 

tr ac t o r s  could work, c o m p a r e d  to the b u f f a l o e s  w it h their 

sl owe r w a l k i n g  pace and their ti rin g after 5-6 hours of 

work. S i m i l a r  s avi ng  is p o s s i b l e  at the t h r e s h i n g  stage. 

A c c o r d i n g  to a su rve y c o m p a r i n g  the v a r i o u s  m e t h o d s  of 

thr es h i ng ,  the cost per ton of t h r e s h i n g  w i t h b u f f a l o e s  

was 200 baht, wh i l e tr ac to r  t h r e s h i n g  not only cost less, 

ab out 127 baht per ton, but also i n v o l v e d  fewer hands 

(Sriaroon et al, 1977; see also Matoo ka , 1978: 309;

Songsak, 1975: 29-32, 65-113). The r e d u c t i o n  in the

am ou n t  of labour  r e q u i r e d  at these s ta ges  m ea n t  that 

labour h i re d  by rich r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  to p e r f o r m  

such tasks c ou ld l ar gel y be d i s p e n s e d  wi t h as they coul d  

be a c c o m p l i s h e d  by fami ly labou r alone. At the same 

time, the time sa ved from u s i n g  the m a c h i n e s  also a l l o we d  

far mi n g h o u s e h o l d s  to turn to other ta sk s and a l l o we d  

p o o r e r  r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  to hire t h e m s e l v e s  out 

after w o rk  in th eir  own fields was c o m p l e t e d  in or der to 

earn e xt r a  income for their families. It was d u r i n g  the 

1960s that w ag e  l a b o ur e r s fo und that the d e m a n d  for their 

labour was d e c l i n i n g  and a large nu mb er  of m e m b e r s  of 

w a g e - l a b o u r i n g  and h o u s e h o l d s  left Thepa raj  to seek work  

in the va r i o u s  f a c t or i e s and c o n s t r u c t i o n  sites that had 

s p r u ng  up in the n e arb y p r o v i n c e s  of S a m u t p r a k a r n  and 

Ch ol b u r i  and in Ba ngkok.
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W ith  the adven t of t ra cto r c u l ti v a ti on ,  wh ic h  

great ly re du c e s the time and labour in land p r e p a r a t i o n  

and p add y thre shi ng,  an o p p o r t u n i t y  was c r e a t e d  to 

i nt e n si f y  the c u l t i v a t i o n  me t h o d s  still f ur t he r  i.e. 

d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  bec a m e a real p os s i bi li t y.  At the same 

time, i n c r e a s e d  m e c h a n i z a t i o n  in r i c e - f a r m i n g  also meant  

that farmers' re l a t i o n s  wi th  the outsi de  w o r l d  becam e

clos er still. W it h the t ra d i t i o n a l  i m p l e m e n t s  of 

pr o d u c t i o n ,  such as plough, ha rrows, etc., f ar mer s could 

r eso rt  to thei r own ef f or t s  to repair, m a i n t a i n  and even 

ma ke the v ar i o us  tools they need. W i th  more m o de r n

m e c h a n i c a l  in st rum e n ts , the farmers came to de pe nd

i n c r e a s i n g l y  on the s er vi ce s and skill of p e op l e with 

s p e c i a l i s t  k n owl edg e.  F u r t h e r mo re ,  f a rme rs  also found 

t h e m s e l v e s  b e c o m i n g  less in s u l a t e d  a g a i n s t  the 

f l u c t u a t i n g  m a r k e t  c o ndi tio ns , this time not only 

r e g a r d i n g  pa d d y prices, but also the p r i c e s  of the

c a p i t a l i z e d  inputs used in p r o d u c t i o n  and the sharp 

i nc r e as e  in the pr ic e of i m p o r t e d  fuel oil, e s p e c i a l l y  

since 1973, wh i c h  has s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t e d  the rice 

farmers' cost of p r o d u c t i o n  and income.

In The pa raj , the 1960s not only w i t n e s s e d  the 

w i d e s p r e a d  a d o p t i o n  of w at er pumps, g a so l i n e  eng i n e s and 

tr ac t o r s  in rice cul ti va ti o n , but the p e r i o d  also saw the 

b e g i n n i n g  of l a r g e - s c a l e  a g r o - i n d u s t r i a l  c o m p le x e s  

g a i n i n g  bo th  d i r e ct  and in di re c t con t r ol  over the 

p r o d u c t i o n  of a v a ri e ty  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  prod uc e, of sugar 

cane, frui ts and ve g et ab l es ,  poultry, pigs, etc., as well  

as their d i s t r i b u t i o n  and pr o ce ss in g. W it h  the
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a t m o s p h e r e  sui ta b le  for i n du s tr i a l i n v e s t m e n t  and 

p o s i t i v e  i n d u s tr i a l p r o m o t i o n  drives on the part of the 

state, the 1960s saw a r ap id e x p a n s io n  of a g r o - b u s i n e s s  

in Tha il and . Big m e r c h a n t  and fi na nc ial  c a p i t a l i s t s  took 

the o p p o r t u n i t y  gi ven to ch a nn e l  their i n v e s t m e n t s  on a 

l a r g e - s c a l e  into v a ri o u s industri es,  i n c lu d in g

a g r i c u l t u r e - r e l a t e d  ones, and a large nu mb er have e nte red  

into some form of joint v e n tu r e  with fo re i g n firms. At 

the same time, many of those l a r g e- s c al e  a g r o - i n d u s t r i a l  

e n t e r p r i s e s  have tried  to gain v e r t i c a l l y  i n t eg r a te d  

co ntr ol  over a g r i c u l t u r a l  p ro duc ti on,  p r o c e s s i n g  and 

m a r k e t i n g  in order to be able to re gu l at e  b e t t er  the 

q u a n t i t y  and cost of the new m a t e r i a l  sup plies, to 

ex plo it  the e c o n o m ie s  of sale and to a c h i e ve  a fuller 

u t i l i z a t i o n  of their p r o c e s s i n g  capacity. M os t  of the 

big p i n e a p p l e  c a nn i n g f a ct o r ie s  op e r a t e  under

j o i n t - v e n t u r e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  as well as r e c e i v i n g  p r o m o t i o n  

i nc e n t i v e s  from the Thai go v er nme nt.  One of the la rgest 

com pan ie s,  the Dole co mpa ny  (Thailand), a joint U.S.- 

Thai venture, o pe r a te s  its own p l a n t a t i o n s  on several 

t h o u s a n d s  of rai of land, e m p l o y i n g  t h o u s a n d s  of 

labourer s, wh il e at the same time it c o n t r o l s  a major 

share of p i n e a p p l e - c a n n i n g  and the e x p o rt  of canned 

p i n e a p p l e s  (see Narong, 1981: 110; O T C / ES CA P , 1979;

K ri rk ia t, 1982: 87, 140-141, 177). Sim ila r ly ,  the

b i g g e s t  anima l feed m a nu fa c t u r e r ,  also o p e r a t i n g  in a 

j o i n t - v e n t u r e  w i th  the U.S., does not only co n fi n e  itself 

to the p r o d u c t i o n  of animal feed, but has i n ve s t ed  in 

p o u l t r y  and pig rai s i ng  farms, in l a rg e - s c a l e  p l a n t a t i o n s
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of maize, mung be ans that c on s t i t u t e  raw m a t e r i a l s  for 

animal feeds (and for this they have be en  gra n te d

p r o m o t i o n  p r i v i l e g e s  from the Bo ard  of I n v e s t m e n t  to help 

e s t a b l i s h  the p l a n t a t i o n s  on 10,000 rai of land in

Sa ra b u r i  in 1979), as we ll as in m i x e d - f a r m i n g

p l a n t a t i o n s  in v o l v i n g  1,200 rai of land in Amph oe  

P h a n o m s a r a k h a m , C h a c h o e n g s a o  and anot her  3,000 rai in 

K a m p h a n g p h e t  p r o v i n c e  (Witayakorn, 1982: 66; Narong,

1981: 114). A l o n g  with the m a r k e t i n g  of anim al  feeds,

chicks, pigl et s, etc., the c omp an y is also u n d e r t a k i n g  to 

buy the fully grown anim als  from pr o d u c e r s  and, wit h its 

own s l a u g h t e r i n g  and p r o c e s s i n g  f a c i li t i es  it can then 

p a c k a g e  the p r o d u c t s  and e v e n t u a l l y  ma r k et  t he m both in 

the d o m e s t i c  and for e i gn  mar kets. It is this latter

a g r o - i n d u s t r i a l  c o m pl ex  that has re a c h e d  out to involve  

seve ral  h o u s e h o l d s  in Th eparaj in its m u l t i p l e  network, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  from  the latter half  of the 1960s onwards, 

and the f o l l o w i n g  se c ti o n  tr ac es this p r o c e s s  of

i n v o l v e m e n t .

Early P o u l t r y - F a r m i n g

Up unti l a r o u n d  1960 the d e v e l o p m e n t  that Theparaj 

v i l l a g e  had u n d e r g o n e  was la rgely s y n o n y m o u s  with  the

social h i s t o r y  of a r i c e - f a r m i n g  co m m un i t y.  The

p o p u l a t i o n  of the vi l l a g e  were involved, in one c a p ac i t y  

or another, in the b u s i n e s s  of rice, be it rice 

c ul t iv a t io n,  rice trading, rice mi lling, etc. F r o m  the 

earl y 1960s o n wa r ds  the p i c t u r e  of a h o m o g e n e o u s

r i c e - f a r m i n g  co m m u n i t y  b eg an to change, w he n p o u l t r y
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fa rmi ng  was gr a d u a l l y  a d o pt ed  by an i n c r e a s i n g  n um be r of 

w e l l - t o - d o  h o u s e h o l d s  in the village.

R a i s i n g  a small nu mb er of animals in one's h o u s e h o l d  

c o m p o u n d  had long been the comm on  pr a ct i c e  of the rural 

pe opl e since very early days. A h o u s e h o l d  n o r m a l l y  kept 

a few ch i c k e n s  and ducks for their eggs. O nl y at such a 

speci al o c c a s i o n  as a wedd ing , an o r d i n a t i o n  or a funeral 

w o u l d  the a n ima ls have b een  s l a u g h t e r e d  for th eir meat. 

An d r a i s i n g  a small n um ber  of po u l t r y  and s o m e t i m e s  pigs 

in those days r e q u i r e d  no great effort. The an im al s were 

left to run loose a r ou n d the house c om p o u n d  and were fed 

on rice bran and broken' rice of which a h o u s e h o l d  usual ly  

had a c on s t a n t  supply, since it p r o v i d e d  for and w i n n o w e d  

p ad d y  for its own con su mpt ion . F ro m the 1920s on wa rd s  

the p r a c t i c e  of m i l l i n g  one's own pa d d y was gr a du a l ly  

a b a n d o n e d  by an i n c r e a s i n g  number of h o u s e h o l d s  when rice 

mi lls  be g an  to appe ar  in the area, and these h o u s e h o l d s  

p r e f e r r e d  to pay a fee to have their c o n s u m p t i o n  paddy  

m i l l e d  c om me r c i a l l y .  In those days the mill wo u l d  hand 

b ack  bo th  the m i l l e d  rice and the b y p r o du c t s,  namely  

rice bran and br o ke n  rice, and those we re use d as feed 

for the animals. By the 1940s, however, h a v i n g  one's 

p ad d y  m i l l e d  at a fee was no longer p r a c ti s e d.  It seems 

that as rice bran and br o k e n  rice came to be in 

i n c r e a s i n g  de m a nd  on the market, the r i c e - m i l l e r  cha n g ed  

the p a y m e n t  m e t h o d  and i n s t ea d of d e m a n d i n g  a m il l i n g  

fee, v i l l a g e r s  now a l l o w e d  him to re ta i n  all the paddy 

b y - p r o d u c t s  as his fee. An d a lt h o ug h  the m a j o r i t y  of the 

h o u s e h o l d s  c o n t i n u e d  to raise chickens, mo st now let them
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fend for t h e m s e l v e s  while  w e a l t h i e r  h o u s e h o l d s  w hic h kept 

ar ou n d  20-50 bi rds o c c a s i o n a l l y  bo u g ht  the bran to feed 

them. Howe ve r, in the 1950s, and e s p e c i a l l y  the 1960s, 

p o u l t r y - r a i s i n g  was to as su me  a t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t

ch a r a c t e r  i.e. that of a f u l l y - f l e d g e d  c o m m e r c i a l

a g r o - b u s i n e s s  en t er p r is e.

The idea of p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  on a m o d e r n  basis is 

said to have be en  first i n t r o d u c e d  into T h a i l a n d  a rou nd  

19 46- 47  by the then Re ct o r of K a s e t s a r t  Uni ve r si t y .

A r t i c l e s  on the new e n t e r p r i s e  were p u b l i s h e d  in 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  journals, e n c o u r a g i n g  pe o p le  to put the new 

idea into p r ac t i ce . P o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  was ad o p t e d

g r a d u a l l y  by a n um ber  of fa rmi ng  h o u s e h o l d s  in the

p r o v i n c e s  aro u nd  Bangkok. By the m i d - 1 9 5 0 s  the n umb er  of

p o u l t r y  f ar mer s se em e d to have been large e nou gh  to

w a r r a n t  an e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a feed mi ll c o m p a n y  in 1954, 

kn ow n  as the C h a r o e n  P h o k p h a n  F e ed mi l l Comp an y. The

c om p a n y  b r a n c h e d  out from a r e l a t e d  concern, the Chia Tai 

Seeds and A g r i c u l t u r e  Company, w h i c h  in the 1920s was 

de a l i n g  in the import of a g r i c u l t u r a l  seeds from C hi n a  

t h r o u g h  Hong K on g into Thail and , and the e x po r t of pigs 

and eggs to the same market. Later, the c om p an y  e x p a n d e d  

its range of i m p o r t e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  to incl ud e 

ch em i c a l  f e r ti l i ze r s , i n s e c t i c i d e s  and h e r b i c i d e s  as well 

(Business in Thail and , 1978: 32). O t h e r  fee d m il l

c om p a n i e s  that later came into be in g have si m i la r l y  

b r a n c h e d  out from import and expo rt t r a d i n g  concerns.

The Sri Thai P a su s a t group, w h i c h  came to have an 

i mp o r t a n t  share in the animal feed industry, has its
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o ri g i n a l  fi n an c i al  base in a c om pan y i m p o r t i n g  seeds and 

crops and e x p o r t i n g  eggs to Hong Kong (Bank of Thailand, 

1983: 4). O the r c o mp a n ie s that have e n t e r e d  the animal

feed busi nes s, like the B e t a g r o  and C e n t a c o  companies, 

have b r a n c h e d  out from r i c e - ex p o r t i n g  and t e x t i l e - t r a d i n g  

b u s i n e s s e s  (Krirkiat, 1982: 425-426; Narong, 1981: 115).

All the c o mp a n ie s b e n e f i t e d  from the state's 

in du s t r i a l  p r o m o t i o n  policy, and their o wne rs  have had 

close ties w ith  h i g h - r a n k i n g  p o l i t i c i a n s  and b u re a u c ra t s .  

An i n st a n ce  can be cited r e l a t i n g  to the C h a r o e n  P h o k p h a n  

(CP) gr ou p  w h i c h  has the b i g g e s t  share' in the anima l feed 

and r e l a t e d  bus iness. T ha nin  Jea ra w an a n , owner of the CP 

b u s i n e s s  complex, and son of the owner of the Chia Tai 

Compa ny,  was a d o p t e d  by C h a m n a r n  Yuwaboon, a h i g h - r a n k i n g  

o ff i c i a l  in the I nt e r io r  M i n i s t r y  and e x - B a n g k o k  

g ov er no r, who was a close aide of Prapa s C h a r u s a t h i a n , 

one of the few mo st  p o w e r f u l  men in the 1960s. It was 

t hr o u g h  C h a m n a r n  that the CP c om pa ny  was able to ap pr oa c h  

s u c c e s s f u l l y  the M i n i s t e r  of the Interior, Prapas, who 

had also a p p e a r e d  on the name list of the CP co mp an y's  

sh a r e h o l d e r s  (I nt er n a ti on a l A g r a r i a n  S tu d i e s  Group, 

undated: 4-5). The d e v e l o p m e n t  of p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  in

T he pa ra j took p lac e a lo n g s i d e  the growt h of the animal 

feed i n du s t ry  and wi th  the more general t re n d  towa rd s an 

e x p a n s i o n  of i nd u s tr y at the nat i on a l  level.

As ea rl y as 1950, a teach er  in Th ep ar aj was 

a t t r a c t e d  to the new idea and s t a rt e d  to ke ep  30-40 

c hi c ke n s  m e r e l y  as a hobby. Tow a rd s  the end of the 

1950s, a few more v i l l a g e r s  in Theparaj s t a rt e d  up
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s m a l l - s c a l e  c h i c k e n - f a r m s  as well. Most say that they

s t a r te d  off wi th  50-100 birds. At this time the birds

were kept  in large cages w hi ch the fa rm e r s built

th ems e l ve s .  Some say that in b u i l d i n g  these cages they 

we re f o l l o w i n g  the i n s t r u c t i o n s  p u b l i s h e d  by the M i ni s t ry  

of Ag r i c u l t u r e .  Each cage was big enoug h to a c c o m m o d a t e  

about 50 ch ickens. It is said that in the 1950s the 

n umb er  of c h i c k e n - f a r m e r s  in Theparaj was still small, 

e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n co m p a r e d  with a nearby t a m b o n , Bang Phra. 

However, the nu mb er  of p o u l t r y  farmers in the area must 

have be en n u m e r o u s  en ou g h  to br in g a h a n d f u l  of local 

c h i c k e n - f e e d  de al ers  into exis te nce . In the 1950s, feeds 

were b o u g h t  from these m i d d l e m e n  in the form of single 

feed m a te ria ls , such as rice bran, corn meal, s oy a b ea n  

and fish meal, etc., t o g e t h e r  with some m i n e r a l s  and 

v i t a m i n s  and the farm er s w o u l d  mix these th e ms e l ve s .  In 

the early  1960s, however, this type of feed be g a n to be 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e p l a c e d  by r e a d y - m i x e d  feeds that were 

b e i n g  m a s s - p r o d u c e d  by the e x p a n d i n g  anim al  feed 

i n d u s t r y .

In the early 1960s, h o u s e h o l d s  in V i l l a g e  no. 2 of 

T hep ar aj  that were r a i s in g c hi cke ns  for sale in this 

m a n n e r  a c c o u n t e d  for a p p r o x i m a t e l y  10% of all the 

h o u s e h o l d s  in the village. All the farms were small in 

size w ith  only 150- 200  chickens, and all their  owners 

were the w e l l - t o - d o ,  ri c e- fa r m i n g ,  o w n e r - o p e r a t o r s  who 

c o n t i n u e d  to k ee p their r i c e - f i e l d s  c u l t i v a t e d  a l o n g si d e  

their f l e d g i n g  p o u l t r y - f a r m s . These h o u s e h o l d s  thus

b e g a n  to ch ann el  their s u rpl us from r i c e - f a r m i n g  into the
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new b u ^ s i n e s s  a l t h o u g h  an in itial sum of c a p i ta l  to pay 

for bui ld i ng s ,  cages, var i o us  equipmen t,  ba by chicks and 

feed n e ed e d  to be b or row ed . A cr ed it or t h e r e f o r e  had to 

be fo und who wo u ld  p r o v i d e  a farm er  with feed credi t to 

keep his farm in o p e r a t i o n  until the c hic ks had grown 

into hens re ady to p r o du c e  eggs. This c oul d take up to 5 

1/2-6 months. Then the eggs w ou l d  be sold to the same 

c r e d i t o r / m i d d l e m a n  and the past se ason's ac c o u n t  wo u l d  be 

s e t t le d  b e f o r e  f u rt h e r credit wo ul d again be advanced. 

D u r i n g  this time, most c hi cke n farmers in the vil l a ge  

we re c l ie n ts  of a m i d d l e m a n  who was a feed ag ent of a 

f e e d - m a n u f a c t u r i n g  com p an y  and who was also r u nn i ng  his 

own p o u l t r y - f a r m  in the a d j ac e n t p r o v i n c e  of

S a m u t p r a k a r n , wh ile  a few h o u s e h o l d s  were cli e n ts  of a 

local m i d d l e m a n - c u m - p o u l t r y - a n d - r i c e  farmer ca l l ed  M a a y , 

who had been in the b u si n e s s  of tr ad i n g in c h i c k e n - f e e d  

i n g r e d i e n t s  for some year s be fo r e  he s t a r t e d  off his own 

farm w ith  500 birds. His role as t r a d e r - c u m - c r e d i t o r  

en a b l e d  him to a c c u m u l a t e  capit al  and to set up a 

p o u l t r y - f a r m  on a larger scale, c om p ar ed  wi th  his fell ow  

v i l l a g e r s  who ha d been e n g a g e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  in 

r i c e - f a r m i n g  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  the p o ul t r y  b us i n es s .  He 

also had mo re r e s e r v e s  to fall back on w he n  ma rk e t  

c o n d i t i o n s  wer e u nf a v o u r a b l e ,  and at the same time the 

sur pl u s from his t r ad i n g and p o ul t ry  b u s i n e s s  was 

g r a d u a l l y  p l o u g h e d  back  into the p o u l t r y - f a r m .  By 1981 

his farm was one of the l a r g e - s c a l e  farms in the village.

In the 1950s and 1960s a lt h o u g h  the p o u l t r y  farmers 

in Thep ar aj were us in g the chi c k en  feed that was b ei ng
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m a n u f a c t u r e d  by the animal feed comp ani es , the link 

b e t w e e n  the two p a rt i es  was not yet as c o m p r e h e n s i v e  as 

in the p e r i o d  that followed. The t e c h n i q u e  of

p o u l t r y - r a i s i n g  in the e a r l i e r  years was an a d a p t a t i o n  of 

b o t h  the t r a d i t i o n a l  m e t h o d  and the more m o d e r n  ideas 

i n t r o d u c e d  by the M i n i s t r y  of A gr ic u l t u r e .  C h i c k e n s  were 

kept t o g e t h e r  in large cages, cocon ut shells were used as 

wa te r  c o n t ai n e rs ,  chicks  were ha t c h e d  in the farmers' 

small m a k e s h i f t  h a t c h e r y  units and some m i g h t  buy the 

chicks from one of the big farms that o p e r a t e d  h a t c h e r i e s  

on a large scale.

Land and C a p i t a l  D i s t r i b u t i o n  in The paraj

Fr om  1950 to 1970 c api tal  e n t er e d  into the re l at i o ns  

of p r o d u c t i o n  on an i n c r e a s i n g  scale. In Thepa ra j,  a 

small num b e r of w e l l - t o - d o  r i c e - f a r m e r s  b e g a n  to chann el  

th eir a c c u m u l a t e d  cap i ta l  into this new b u s i n e s s  as 

p r i c es  of p o u l t r y  and p o u l t r y  p r o du c t s were m o s t l y  more 

f a v o u r a b l e  than p ad d y  prices, a l th o u g h  m a n y  still 

r e t a i n e d  th eir rice farms as a hedge ag a i n s t  risk in the 

new b u s i n e s s .

Hence, a l t h o u g h  the i n c r e a s i n g  c a p i t a l i z a t i o n  of

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  c r e a t e d  new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for

a c c u m u l a t i o n ,  the fact that the abili ty  to take up such

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  was l ar gel y r e s t r i c t e d  to the w e l l - t o - d o

h o u s e h o l d s  te nd ed  to re n d er  rural w e a l t h  and income more

un equal. A nd  the state itself was a t t e m p t i n g  to pr o m o t e
with

p r o d u c t i v i t y  g r ow t h  w it h o u t  t a m p e r i n g A the e x i s t i n g  income 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  patt er n. A l t h o u g h  a few laws were p a s s e d
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i nt e n d i n g  to limit the m a x i m u m  rent and size of holding, 

they r e m a i n e d  dead letters. In 1950 the L an d Rent 

C o n t ro l  Act was p a s s e d  s p e c i f y i n g  the m a x i m u m  amount  of 

rent to be 25% of the p r o d u c e  and was m e a n t  to be 

e n f o r c e d  in 22 p r o v i n c e s  of the Cent ral  Plain, the law

was never reall y i m p l e m e n t e d  (Krirkiat, 1978: 100-101).

And in T he pa ra j t en ant s c o n t i n u e d  to pay 30-50% of their 

pr o d u c e  in rent. M o reo ver , by the time Sa rit came to 

power, the 1954 Land A l l o c a t i o n  for Social J us t ic e  Act, 

wh ic h  s p e c i f i e d  50 rai as a m a x i m u m  amount  of

a g r i c u l t u r a l  land that an in di vi d ua l  co u ld  own, was

a b o l i s h e d  b e f o r e  it was ever e n fo r c e d  (Krirkiat, 1978: 

103), thus o p e n i n g  the way for land c o n c e n t r a t i o n  to 

increase, e s p e c i a l l y  in areas w he r e  l a r g e - s ca l e  

p l a n t a t i o n s  of cash crops and a g r i b u s i n e s s e s  had been 

e stabli s h e d .

In Thepa raj  d u r i n g  1950 to 1970, mo re land fell into 

the hands  of a bs e n t e e  land ow ne rs.  In 1950, land owned  by 

a b s e n t e e  owners  a c c o u n t e d  for 25.2% of the total land 

owned; by 1970 this share had i nc r e as e d  to 38.9% (if 

crown land is included, the p e r c e n t a g e s  are 40.8 in 1950 

and 54.4 in 1970). F o r t y - s e v e n  per cent of the land was 

t r a n s f e r r e d  into the o w n e r s h i p  of ab se nt e e  owne rs  t hr oug h  

loan f o r e c l o s u r e s  and the rest thr o u gh  sales, i n d i c a t i n g  

that m o r t g a g i n g  land for loans w i t h  n o n - r e s i d e n t  

m o n e y l e n d e r s  c o nti nue d,  and most former own e rs  of such 

land were t h e re b y  tu rn ed  into tenants, w o r k i n g  on the 

very same plots. Of all the land t r a n s f e r s  in this 

period, 68.6% of the land was t r a n s f e r r e d  into the hands
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of ab s e n t e e  owners  w hi le 31.4% into the o w n e r s h i p  of 

local people, and the sizes of plots  g a i n e d  by abse nte e  

la nd o w n e r s  t e nd e d to be larger (40 rai on a v e r a g e ) , 

c o m p a r e d  wi th  those a c q u i r e d  by local o wn er s (17 rai on 

average). All the local p eop le who ga in e d  land in these 

years each ow ned  50 rai of land in the v i l l a g e  on average 

b e f o re  a c q u i r i n g  the a d di t i o n a l  plots. One was op e r a ti n g  

a local shop as well as le nd ing  money w hil e the rest were 

all w e l l - t o - d o  rice farmers.

L o o k i n g  back over the years, the t re nd tow a rd s  an 

inc re a se  in a b se nt e e l a n o w n e r s h i p  continue d.  Set t i n g

aside cr own land, wh ic h r e m a i n e d  c o n st a n t t h ro u gh  this 

period, in 1908 only 3.3% of all the land in the v i l l ag e  

was ow ned by a bs e n te e  owners; this in c r e a s e d  to 19.2% in 

1940, 25.2% in 1950, 33.4% in 1960 and 38.9% in 1970.

Ho wever, this does not n e c e s s a r i l y  me an  that land was 

b ei n g i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  in the ha nds of abs e n te e  

l an do wn ers . M a ny  of the a b se n t ee  owners who  also had 

g a i n e d  o w n e r s h i p  of land in the Th eparaj village, 

o b t a i n e d  it by o p e r a t i n g  p r i m a r i l y  as m o n e y l e n d e r s  to the 

vi lla ge rs.  And  most chose to sell it off w he n  good 

p r i ce s  were offer re d,  wh il e  some d iv i de d  up their land 

am ong  their chi ldren; thus c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of land owne d by 

them did not develop. However, for the wh o l e p r o v i n c e  of 

C h a c h o e n g s a o , a few fam i l ie s  were w e l l - k n o w n  for their 

w e a l t h  in land, some ga i n i n g  t ho u s an d s  of rai t hr ou gh  

loan f o r e c lo s u re s ,  a l t h o u g h  they, too, w er e d e ri v i n g  

income from m o n e y l e n d i n g , trade, finance, and other 

e n t e rp r i se s ,  etc., and were not rel y i ng  on l a n d r e n t i n g  as
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an only or n e c e s s a r i l y  p r i m a r y  source of income.

F u r t he r mo r e , among ab s en t e e l an dow ne rs w i th  land in the 

village, some were once local re si d en t s  who later mo ve d  

away from the v i l la g e  and ga in ed  ow n e r s h i p  of their land 

mai nl y  t h ro ug h  inh e r it a n ce .  Again, their maj or inc-owe source 
was s o m e t h i n g  else other  than l a n do w ni ng  and they were 

a mon g the m ore  le ni ent  l a n do wn e rs  as far as the local 

t en a n ts  were conc er ned . Hence, insofar as an i n c r e a s i n g  

share of land in the vil l a ge  had come under the o w n e r s h i p  

of a b se nt e e lan dow ner s,  it sig ni f ie s  more the gr ea t e r  

f r e q u e n c y  of the local v i ll ag e s t u r n i n g  to o ut si de

m o n e y l e n d e r s  for loans, r ath er than a s i g n i f i c a n t

d e v e l o p m e n t  of an ab se nt e e l a n d l o r d - r e n t i e r  class.

As such, from 1908 to 1970 the share of land owned  

by the top 20% la rge st  la n do wn e rs  in the v i l l a g e  did not 

ex hib it  a tr e n d tow a rd s i n c r e a s i n g  o w n e r s h i p

c o n c e n t r a t i o n .  On the other hand, there o c c u r r e d  a trend 

tow ar d s i n c r e a s i n g  f r a g m e n t a t i o n  of land o w n e r s h i p  due to 

the i n t e r - g e n e r a t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n  of land. In 1908 the top 

20% la r g es t  la n d o w n e r s  owned 45.4% of all the land in the 

village; all we re m e mb e r s of the p i o n e e r i n g  fam i li e s  who  

m a n a g e d  to c la im and clear large plots w it h  the use of 

thaat labour, and it was K w a e n g  Plu e a ng  who had the most 

land a m o u n t i n g  to 380. 5 rai . The sma ll e st  plot  ow ne d was 

17.75 r a i , wh il e an av er age  plot owned in 1908 was 77.5% 

rai per owner. By 1940 the share owned by the top 20% 

l a n d o w n e r s  had i n c r e a s e d  to 56.8% and a mo n g  th e m was a 

n umb er  of a b s e n t e e  l a n do w ne r s  who were o p e r a t i n g  as 

m o n e y l e n d e r s .  The l a rge st  la nd ow ner  in the v il l a ge  was
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P l u e a n g ' s  dau ghter, w it h 410 r a i , most of wh ic h  was 

ga in e d t h r o u g h  i n h e r i t a n c e  from her pa r e n t s  who in their 

time had ga i ne d  a few h u n d r e d s  rai of land t h ro u g h  loan 

f or e c l o s u r e s ,  and a small part t h r o u g h  her own 

m o n e y l e n d i n g  venture. Her two sisters w e r e the secon d  

and the fifth la rg e s t l a n do w ne r s  in the vi llage, and the

h o u s e h o l d s  of Pl u e a u g ' s  chi l d re n  still r e t a i n e d  the

p r i v i l e g e d  ec o no m i c  and p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n  in the vil l a g e  

in this period. By 1940 the sm al les t plot of land owne d  

had d e c l i n e d  from 17.75 rai in 1908 to 12 r a i , wh il e an

av era ge  p lot  o wn ed d ec l i ne d  from 77.5 to 61.3 r a i . In

1950, 1960, 1970 the share of land owned by the top 20%

l ar ge st  owners s t a b i l i z e d  at 46.81%, 47.4% and 42.3%

re s p e c t i v e l y ,  sho w in g  no i n c r e a s i n g  tr e n d  in land 

o w n e r s h i p  c o n c e n tr a ti o n . By 1970 the l a r ge st  la n d ow ne r  

was an a b s e n t e e  one ow n i ng  126 r a i . By this time

P l u e a n g ' s  c h i l d r e n  had e n c o u n t e r e d  a d e c l i n e  in fortune  

and had t h e m s e l v e s  lost p iec e after p ie ce of their land 

t h r o u g h  f ai lur e to repay loans. W hil e in 1908 and 1940

all the land ow n e d  e x c e e d e d  10 r a i , by 1970 19.5% of

l a n d o w n e r s  in the v i ll a ge  were found to own plots  less 

than 10 r a i , and many pl ots were only 1-2 rai in size 

wh ic h  we re  b o ug ht  or r e t a i n e d  me re l y  as ho us e s it e s .

E l i t e - M a s s  R e l a t i o n s  in the V i l l a g e

As r e l a t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n  have be co m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  

c o m m e r c i a l i z e d  and ca p ita li ze d, and as there has been a 

fu rt h er  in c u r s i o n  of s t a t e - l e v e l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  into the 

rural area, vital r e s o u r c e s  of p r o d u c t i o n  are now lo cat ed
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fa rt h e r away from the village. The base of p a t r o n a g e  and 

the local elite 's source of po wer are now e xt e r n a l  to the 

c om mu ni ty.  As more land has fallen into the ha nds of 

a bs e n t e e  la n d o w n e r s  b a s e d  in C h a c h o e n g s a o  town or in 

Bangkok, a large numbe r of tenants in the v i ll a g e are 

thus no longer clien ts  of the local la n d o w n e r s  for the 

land they c ul ti va te.  For credit, the m a j o r i t y  are now 

t u r n in g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  to m e r c h a n t s  and m o n e y l e n d e r s  in 

m a r k e t  towns or in the p r ovi nce . A poor h o u s e h o l d  is now 

ha rdl y able to count on a mi n i m a l  level of su p po rt  from 

the local elite to p r o t e c t  t h e ms e lv e s  ag a i n s t  natur al or 

social el ements. At the same time, the t r a d i t i o n a l  

e xh a n ge  of labour has lar g e ly  been  r e p l a c e d  by labour 

hi red  on a c o n t r a c t u a l  basis. Hanks, w r i t i n g  about  Bang 

Chan a r ou n d 1970, notes that by then mo st  Bang Chan 

h o u s e h o l d e r s  were m a i n t a i n i n g  a ce rt a i n al o o f n e s s  from 

their ne i g hb o u rs ,  that the r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  a local 

la nd l o r d  and his tenan t had becom e m e c h a n i c a l  and the 

farmer  h i m s e l f  had to turn to w e a l t h i e r  r e l a t i v e s  in 

B an g k o k  for loans.

L at e r  e xc h a n g e  b e t w e e n  n e i g h b o u r s  all but ce ase d  
some ye ars ago, for pe opl e found it d i f f i c u l t  to 
co r r e c t  a n e i g h b o u r  doing a job badly. Now e v er yo n e  
in that p ar t  of Bang Chan hi re s  his ex tra 
l a b o r . . . T h i s  new di s t a n c e  is also m a i n t a i n e d  by 
ta cit  a s s u m p t i o n  of s u p e r i o r i t y  w i t h o u t  sy m bi o t ic  
l ia i s o n  that a larger la nd o wn e r  feels towa rd  a 
s m a l le r  one, or by the v o c a b u l a r y  of d e f e r e n c e  used 
wh en a te n a n t speaks to any lan do wn e r , not 
n e c e s s a r i l y  his landlord. The w a g e - l a b o r e r  knows 
his pl ac e too, living  in a m a k e s h i f t  house, eatin g  
less tasty food, and se nd i n g his c h i l d r e n  to school 
in p a t c h e d  uni forms. To be sure, each househo ld,  
rich or poor, tends its own fields, sells its own 
crop to the agen t from the rice mill on its own 
terms, gets rich, or s ub s i de s  into debt by itself. 
{ H a n k s , 1972 : 123 , 124) .
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L ik ew is e, k i n s h i p  r e c i p r o c i t i e s  had n a r r o w e d  to include 

fewer people. And  pa r e n t s  might  adva nc e r e p a y a b l e  loans 

to their own ch il d r e n  but ra r e ly  to the c h i l d r e n  of their 

siblings. In l a n d - r e n t i n g  the ch il dr e n  were r e q u i r e d  to 

pay rent to their pa r e n t s  like any other tenants.

As im p o r t a n t  r e s o u r c e s  were now loc a t ed  o u t s i d e  the 

local c o m m u n i t y  and as the state r e so u r ce s  came to assume  

i n c r e a s i n g  i mp ort an ce,  one finds that the p o s i t i o n  of the 

local leaders came to be d e f i n e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  th ro u g h  

th eir b r o k e r a g e  role, m e d i a t i n g  b e t we en  the v i l l a g e r s  and 

the b u r e a u c r a c y .  W h e r e a s  b ef ore  the p owe r and pr e st i g e  

of the local elit es were ba s e d  large ly  on th eir own 

p e r s o n a l  wealth, on their own r es o u r c e s  that got 

d i s t r i b u t e d  a mo ng the po o re r  v i lla ger s,  i n c r e a s i n g l y  it 

was the in f l u e n c e  and c ont rol  over the r e s o u r c e s  made 

av a i l a b l e  lo c al l y  by the state that p r i n c i p a l l y  d e f i n e d  

the p o s i t i o n  of local leaders. In the 1950s, pr o j e c t s  

like the s aph aa  ta m b o n  (tambon  councils) , the Farmers' 

Group, the P eo p l e ' s  Ir r i g a t i o n  Or g an i z a t i o n ,  all of w h ic h  

w ere  i n i t i a t e d  by the state, be g a n  to make th ei r p r e s e n c e  

felt in the rural areas. Th os e who w e r e  c o m m i t t e d  

m em b e r s  of such p r oje cts , who te nd ed  to be rich 

v i l la g e rs ,  not only ga i n ed  b e tt e r access to the state's 

l o w - i n t e r e s t  credit, c he a pe r inputs, m a r k e t i n g

fa cil i t ie s ,  they were also in a po s it i o n  to d e t e r m i n e  who 

the b e n e f i c i a r i e s  of these p ro j e ct s  m i g h t  be. Local

leade rs c o ul d  re t ai n  their f ol l o wi n g s still, a l t h o u g h  to 

th eir cli en t s th eir role as pa t r o n s  be ca me  i n c r e a s i n g l y
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linked  to the acce ss  they could  pr o v i d e  to the state 

re sou r c es ,  ra th er than their pe r s o n a l  w e a l t h  per se.

Here, an in st an c e of the w o r k i n g  of the saphaa 

t a m b o n  (council) can be cited. The sa ph aa  t a m b o n  was 

first e s t a b l i s h e d  in Theparaj in 1956 as a re s u l t  of the 

g o v e r n m e n t ' s  e x p e r i m e n t  to incre as e pu bl i c  i n v o l v e m e n t  in 

rural d e v e l o p m e n t  pr o g r a m m e s .  In Theparaj the saphaa 

ta mb o n  took up the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of c a r r y i n g  out many 

local pr oj e ct s ,  such as the c o n s t r u c t i o n  and m a i n t e n a n c e  

of roads, canals, bridges, school bui ld i ng s,  as well as 

a n t i - p e s t  m e a s u r e s  and p r o v i s i o n  of other a g r i c u l t u r a l  

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  w it h  funds d e r i v i n g  f ro m local

d e v e l o p m e n t  tax and the g o v e r n m e n t ' s  g r a n t - i n - a i d  (see

M o r el l  and Ch ai - a na n ,  1981: 125-126). The projects'

ap pr o v a l  very m u c h  r e f l e c t e d  the id eo lo g y and p o l i c y  of 

" de v e lo p m e n t "  a d o p t e d  at the nat i o na l  level, and mone y  

was largel y spent on the b u i l d i n g  and u p k e e p  of the basic 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s ,  w hil e p o l i ti c a ll y,  the c e n t r a l i z e d

s y s t em  of d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e m a i n e d  wi t h  the central  

g o v e r n m e n t  of fi ci a l s.  Fi nal app ro v al  of funds and

p r o j e c t s  ne e d e d  to be se c u r e d  from the p r o v i n c i a l

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  first be for e their use and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  

co uld  proc ee d.

The o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t ur e  is such that the naay 

am pho e (District Officer) was c ha i r ma n  of the council  

(although from 1965 on wa r d s the ka mn an (head of t a m b o n ) 

r e p l a c e d  the naay ampho e in this post), a local no ta ble

as v i c e - c h a i r m a n ,  a tea c h er  was secretary, w h i l e  the rest

of the c oun cil  c o n s i s t e d  of all the six v i l l a g e  h e a d m e n
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in the t a m b o n , t o ge t h e r  w it h i n d i v i d u a l s  "with 

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s "  (later k now n as "Phoo Song K h u n n a w u t ") 

from each v i ll a g e as c o m m i t t e e  members. As such, half of 

the c o m m i t t e e  was made up of g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  at the 

ce ntr al  and the local levels, al t h o u g h  m e m b e r s  of the 

latt er i.e. the local headmen, and the t e a c he r may or may 

not have i d e n t i f i e d  t he ms e l v e s  with the b u r e a u c r a c y ,  but 

rath er wit h the local vi ll age rs.  Howev er,  w ha t had 

alwa ys been the case was that the c ou n c i l  c o m m i t te e  

m e m b e r s  also were l oc all y based, be they local h e ad m e n or 

the " w e l l - q u a l i f i e d "  memb er s, and always came from the

w e a l t h y  s e ct i on  of local society. In the 1950s and

1960s, the man who was v i c e - c h a i r m a n  was d e s c r i b e d

locall y as "an o l d - s t y l e  capi tal is t",  i n d i c a t i n g  his

not ab l e a c t i v i t i e s  in la ndr en t i ng ,  m o n e y l e n d i n g  and also 

rice trading, who later c h a n n e l l e d  his i n v e s t m e n t  into a 

l a r g e - s c a l e  f i s h - r a i s i n g  en t er pr is e. As for the other

c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  who were s el e c t e d  from am ong  the local 

no ta b l e s  in this period, five were rich l a n d o w n i n g  

r i c e - f a r m e r s  who had h ire d hands  to help them cu l ti v a te  

their rice land and who also had extra land to rent out, 

wh il e  the sixth was o p e r a t i n g  a local bo at  tr a n s p o r t

service. As re g ar d s  the he a d m e n  who be ca me  the c o m m it t e e  

m e m b e r s  by right, they, too, were from w e l l - t o - d o

r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  w i th  their own land, a lt h ou gh

they were not n e c e s s a r i l y  the w e a l t h i e s t  men in their 

r e s p e c t i v e  villa ge s. An e x c e p t i o n  was the h e a d m e n  of

V i l l a g e  no. 6, "the m a r k et  v il lag e, " who o p e r a t e d  as a

t rad er  as well as owner of a local boat t r a n s p o r t
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service. The k a m na n who had been e l e c te d by and from

among  the six v i ll a ge  h e a d m e n  was also a w e l l - t o - d o  

r i c e - f a r m e r  b a s e d  in V i l la ge  no. 4. He was seen by the 

v i l l a g e r s  as a k a m n a n  who e x p l o i t e d  his o f fic e for his 

own f i n a n ci al  gain and who i d e n t i f i e d  more cl o s el y  with 

the ce ntr al  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  than w it h the local 

people. His n o t o r i o u s  deeds were c o n n e c t e d  with his

o ff i ci a l  duties, p a r t i c u l a r l y  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  of births, 

deaths, m i g ra t i on ,  etc., of the pe opl e in the t a m b o n . 

V i l l a g e r s  say that this k a m na n always i n t e n t i o n a l l y

fi ll e d in i n a c c u r a t e  i nf or ma tio n, m i s s p e l t  p e o p l e ' s  names

in the r e g i s t r a t i o n  forms so as to be able to e xtr act

more fees when v i l l a g e r s  had to return to h i m again to 

have the v a ri o us  det a il s  cor rected. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  he was 

at the same time ca re f u l en o ug h  to m a i n t a i n  a group  of 

his own f o l l o w i n g  to w h o m  he w o u l d  re nd e r  p r e f e r e n t i a l  

t r e a t m e n t  and w h o m  he w o u l d  help out of trouble, and thus 

p r o m p t e d  such a co m m e n t  as "to his own cliq ue he was 

good, b e y o n d  that ev e ry o n e  alike was s q u e e z e d  w h e n  they 

a c q u i r e d  his se rvi c e ."  L at er on, after his r e t i r e m e n t  

from the p os t of k a m n a n , he has be en  more  or less

o s t r a c i z e d  and op e nl y  c r i t i c i z e d  by most  v i l l a g e r s  and it 

is of ten said that " no wad ay s he sel d o m d are s to go out 

and about and la rg el y shuts h i m s e l f  w i t h i n  the conf ine  of 

his own home. He is p a y i n g  a dear pr ice for the mi s d e e d s

that he did wh ile  in of fice."

P r o j e c t s  u n d e r t a k e n  by the saphaa t a m b o n , f i n an c e d  

from the annu al funds of about 15,000 - 20,00 0 baht in

the 1950s and 1960s, ren d er  access to c o m m i t t e e  me mb e r s
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to co ntr ol  and a d m i n i s t e r  pu b l ic  funds, as each p r o j e c t  

was n o r m a l l y  ca r r i e d  out unde r the s u p e r v i s i o n  of a 

s u b - c o m m i t t e e  c o n s i s t i n g  of s e l e c t e d  m e m b e r s  from the 

sa ph a a ta m bo n  itself. Thes e mem b er s  we r e  thus in a 

p o s i t i o n  to make d e c i s i o n s  ■ on what p r o j e c t s  were to 

re ce i ve  the fun d in g  and even a s si g n e d  also to sup er v is e  

the actua l d i s b u r s e m e n t  of funds. They c ou ld d e t er m i ne  

who the b e n e f i c i a r i e s  of the p ro j e ct s  m i g h t  be, r a ng i n g  

from the s e l e c t i o n  of c o n t r a c t o r s  to the ch oi ce  of whom  

to e mp loy  as w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  in the p r oj ec t s.  W h e n  the 

first p e s t i c i d e  s pr a ye r s  were p u r c h a s e d  wi th  the 

co u n c i l ' s  mo n e y  for use in the t a m b o n , the m a c h i n e s  were 

d e p o s i t e d  at the k a m n a n 's house and it was very much up 

to the k a m n a n 's a r b i t r a r y  j u d ge m en t  to w h o m  he wo u l d  lend 

out the two m a c h i n e s  and in what order. A c c e s s  to p u bl i c  

funds thus b e g a n  to emerge as a new source of p a t r o n a g e  

for local leaders and at the same time it also gave rise 

to a p o s s i b i l i t y  for o ff i c i a l s  and c e r t a i n  c o m mi t t ee  

m e m b e r s  to ma ke p r i v a t e  f in a n ci a l  gain t hr o u g h  

e m b e z z l e m e n t  and m i s a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  It be c am e

i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  in the 1970s, w h e n  p o l i t i c i a n s  

tr ied  to win rural  votes by a l l o c a t i n g  an ever gr e a te r  

a m o u nt  of funds t h r o u g h  local bodie s like the saphaa  

t a m b o n .
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" B l oo m i n g D e m o c ra c y ",  L and  R e f o r m  and Big B u s i n e s s e s

The e co n o m i c  gr o w th  in T h a i l a n d  in the 1960s stemme d  

to a s i g n i f i c a n t  d eg ree  from the e x p a ns io n  of the sphere 

of i n f lu e nc e of the U.S., in the wo rl d in gen e ra l  and its 

i n v o l v e m e n t  in the V i e t n a m  in p a rt i cu l a r,  as well as from 

the fact that the m i l i t a r y  rulers of T h a i l a n d  p r o v e d  all 

too w i l l i n g  and eager to im p le m e nt  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  

p r o g r a m m e s  b a s e d  on the advice of the U.S. and to at tr ac t  

fo re i gn  capital, e s p e c i a l l y  A m e r i c a n  and Ja pa ne se , to 

T h a i l a n d  as pa rt of a means to c o n s o l i d a t e  their  own 

rule. The U.S. s pe n d i n g  a c c o u n t e d  for some 50% of the 

GNP gr o w th  from 1966- 68  (Turton, 1978: 1 0 6 ) , and this did

not m e re l y  take the form of m a s s i v e  m i l i t a r y  aid but also 

g e n e r a t e d  a ra pi d e co n o m i c  expansion, ab ove all in the 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  and s e rvi ce sectors, g ivi ng  rise to new 

st ra t a of n o u v e a u x  rich es  w hi ch  i nc l u de d  b o t h  a m idd le  

and a p ett y b o u r g e o i s i e .  Ho wever, in the e ar ly 1970s the 

A m e r i c a n s  had s t a r t e d  to w i t h d r a w  their t roo ps from 

Indo chi na , there was an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  oil crisis, and in 

T h a i l a n d  there was ri si n g  in f la t i on  (15% in 1972, 24% in

1974), and r i s i n g  the u n e m p l o y m e n t  of e d u c a t e d  young 

p e o p le  as the b u r e a u c r a c y  b e ca m e  saturated. T h a i l a n d ' s  

e co n o m y  was lag g in g ba d l y behind. D i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  was 

b u i l d i n g  up am o n g a wi de s e cti on of the p o pu l a ti o n ,  

i n c l u d i n g  the b e n e f i c i a r i e s  of the w a r - r e l a t e d  bo om  

(Anderson, 1977). Thus, wh en  st ud en ts and i n t e l l e c t u a l s  

s t a g ed  dem a nd s  for a co n st i t u t i o n ,  civil l i b e r t i e s  and 

v o i c e d  th eir c r i t i c i s m s  aga i n st  the c o r r u p t i o n  and 

n e p o t i s m  of the m i l i t a r y  r uli ng clique, they en j o y e d
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sup po r t from all social class es  i n c l u d i n g  the new

b o u r g e o i s e  strata. This e v e n t u a l l y  b r o u g h t  down the

m i l i t a r y  d i c t a t o r s h i p  and i n a u g u r a t e d  a re l a t i v e l y

liberal p e r i o d  when o p p o r t u n i t i e s  e x i st ed  in re la ti v e

terms for people, i n c l u d i n g  the lower classes, to

p a r t i c i p a t e  more a c t i v e l y  in the c o unt ry' s p o l i t i c s  while

p o l i t i c i a n s  t h e m s e l v e s  had to jockey for r e p r e s e n t a t i o n

in the n a t i o n a l  ass embly. The g r ow i n g d em a nd s  and

a r t i c u l a t i o n  of them by students, w o r ke r s  and farmers

c r e a t e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p r e s s u r e  on the g o v e r n m e n t s  of the

1 97 3 - 19 7 6  p e r i o d  to commit t h e ms e l ve s  p u b l i c l y  to civil

rights and libertie s,  and more im p or t a n t l y  to the rights

of farm er s and w o r k er s  to organize, d e m o n s t r a t e  and

strike. This p e r i o d  thus w i t n e s s e d  a serie s of strikes,

the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the Peasants' F e d e r a t i o n  of

Thail and , the l e g i s l a t i o n  of the Land Rent Co nt rol  Act

and the Land R e f o r m  Act, "the i n i ti a ti o n  of p r o g r a m m e s  of
fW urban |>c£>sr» However* the eoah'tirw governments elected id -Ĥis 

free m e d i c a l  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s A c o n t a i n e d  a fericd

s i g n i f i c a n t  e l em e nt  of the f i nan cia l and i n d u st r i a l

i nt er es ts.  They largely c a r r i e d  on with the p o l i c i e s  of

f u r t h e r i n g  c o m m e r c i a l i s a t i o n  and i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  and the p r o m o t i o n  of foreig n

capital, e s p e c i a l l y  ag r i bu s i n e s s ,  and the e x p a n s i o n  of

a g r i c u l t u r a l  cr ed i t with the b a n k i n g  s y s t e m  as an

i m p o r t a n t  medium. At the same time r e f o r ms  and

l e g i s l a t i o n s  that were p a s s e d  as a resul t of p e r s i s t e n t

dem an d s from the lower strat a were by no m ea n s  d e si g n e d

to af fe ct f u n d a m e n t a l  st r u c t u r a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  in

soc ie t y .
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For instance, the 1975 Land Reform  Law w h i c h  p l ac e d  

an upper limit of 50 rai for an a g r i c u l t u r a l  holding, at 

the same time left open the p o s s i b i l i t y  for a g r i c u l t u r a l  

h ol d i n g s  to be up to 1,000 rai if they were 

o w n e r - o p e r a t e d ,  thus p r o v i d i n g  an o p p o r t u n i t y  for big 

landowne rs,  e s p e c i a l l y  a g r i b u s i n e s s  and p l a n t a t i o n s  

owners, to ho ld  on to their large l an d ho ld i ng s .  

M or eo ve r, i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the laws p r o v e d  at best 

ha l f - h e a r t e d ,  and the land under the R e f o r m  p r o g r a m m e  was 

m o s t l y  s t a t e - o w n e d  land or land w hi ch had alr e ad y  been 

s q u a t t e d  on by the landless. V er y little p r i v a t e  land 

was a f f e c t e d  by the reform. A nd  even if the R e f o r m  had 

met the g o v e r n m e n t ' s  claims, the s t i p u l a t e d  area of land 

and the b u d g e t  a l l o c a t e d  for the re fo r m in the 1976 

p r o g r a m m e  w o u l d  in fact have a f f e c t e d  less than 1% of the 

poo r a g r i c u l t u r a l  h o u s e h o l d s  of the whole country. This 

is not to m e n t i o n  the fact that the very b u d g e t  for land 

p u r c h a s e  under the ref o rm  p r o g r a m m e  was dr a w n  largely 

from the r i c e - p r e m i u m  itself, w hic h in e ffe ct  me ans that 

the p r o g r a m m e  did not involve any r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 

w e a l t h  income at all since the money used came from the 

very tax that the f arm ers  th e m s e l v e s  were p a y i n g  to the 

state (Krirkiat and Rangsan, 1976: 30-31).

At the same time, as the state has been e n c o u r a g i n g  

the d e v e l o p m e n t  of ag r i - b u s i n e s s ,  in re ce n t  ye ar s there 

has been a m a r k e d  e x p a n s i o n  and i n c u rs i on  of in du s tr i a l  

ca pit al  into the sphere of ag ri cul t u re .  L a r g e - s c a l e

p l a n t a t i o n s  have be en  es ta bl i sh e d , e x p l o i t i n g  the large 

pools of the co u n t r y ' s  ch eap labour and the f a v o u ra b l e
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i n v e s t m e n t  atm o sp he r e,  p r o d u c i n g  a v a ri e t y of cash crops 

b oth  as consumers' pr o d u c t s  and as inputs for industries.  

The big a g r i - b u s i n e s s  inter est  has not be en g iv en m ere ly  

i n d u s t r i a l  i n v e s t m e n t  p r o m o t i o n  p r i v i l e g e s  from the

state, but they have also been a ll ow ed  to hold a very 

large am o u n t  of land, thus r e v e a l i n g  c l e a rl y  the

p r i o r i t i e s  the p o w e r h o l d e r s  pl ac e  r e g a r d i n g

i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  and land r ef orm  policies. As such, in 

1979, 19 l a r g e - s c a l e  a g r i - b u s i n e s s  c o m p an i e s wh i c h  were

set up with i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  p r i v i l e g e s  were h o ld i ng  

2 43, 54 0 rai of land, r a n gi ng  from 2,000 up to 40,000 rai 

each and this does not inclu de  c o m p a n i e s  that were 

o p e r a t i n g  w i t h o u t  the p r o m o t i o n  p r i v i l e ge s .  On this

p oi n t  K r i r k i a t  puts it very su cc inc tly ,

W h e n  we turn to co n s i d e r  the m a n n e r  in wh ich 
l a n d h o l d i n g  p r o b l e m  is be in g solve d at pre sent, we 
find that ever since the g o v e r n m e n t  be g a n  to 
i m p l e m e n t  a land re fo r m  prog-tramme in 1975, very 
litt le has been ac c o m p l i s h e d .  The amo u n t of land 
that the g o v e r n m e n t  has e x p r o p r i a t e d  by c o m p u l s o r y  
p u r c h a s e  from p r i va t e  owner s and b r o u g h t  un der the 
land r e f o r m  p r o g r a m m e  is even less than the amount 
of land the g o v e r n m e n t  has e n c o u r a g e d  la r g e - s c a l e  
c o m p a n i e s  to hold" (Krirkiat, 1982: 142, 178-179).

The p r i o r i t y  given to the p r o m o t i o n  of in d u st r i al

gr ow t h  has res ulted, e s p e c i a l l y  in the 1970s, in a very

r api d e x p a n s i o n  of c o m m e r c i a l  banks, a g r i - b u s i n e s s e s ,

i m p o r t - e x p o r t  trade, v ar i o us  in dustries, and there had

d e v e l o p e d  a t ren d w h e r e b y  the ow n e r s h i p  and c o nt r o l of a

nu mb e r  of b u s i n e s s e s  have be co m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y

c on c e n t r a t e d .  For instance, in 1967, as s e ts  of the 6 
l arg es t c o m m e r c i a l  bank s a c c o u n t e d  for 61.6% of the total
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co m m e r c i a l  banks' assets. By 1979 this had i n c r e a s e d  to 

72.6%. The b i g g e s t  bank, i.e. the Ba n g k o k  Bank, alone 

in c r e a s e d  its asset s from 23.4% in 1967 to 35.3% in 1979 

wh il e  small ba nks found their assets g r a d u a l l y  d e c l i n i n g  

(Krirkiat, 1982: 44-45). Mo re ove r,  f a m i l i e s  that

p r e d o m i n a t e  in the b a nk i n g b us i n es s  have also e x p an d e d  

their i n t e re s ts  into v a r io us  other e n t e rp r i se s ,  r a n gi n g  

from finance, c o n s tr u ct io n , a g r o - i n d u s t r i e s , mark eti ng,  

i mp o r t - e x p o r t ,  services, land, to a v a r i e t y  of in d u st r i a l  

e n t e r p r i s e s  (see Hewison, 1981). M e m b e r s  of some big 

b a n k i n g  f am i l i e s  are also in close c o n n e c t i o n  with or 

have t h e m s e l v e s  j oi ned  or r e n d e r e d  su p po r t  for certain  

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  (Narong, 1981: 106-108). In the export

bu si n es s ,  very high rates of c o n c e n t r a t i o n  are found in 

the e x por t of rub b er  (the two b i gg e s t c o m p a n i e s  had a 

56.3% share of the total ru bb e r  e x p o r t e d  in 1979), tin 

(whereby one c o mp an y  has had a m o n o p o l y  b ot h  in the 

ex po r t  and the s m e l t i n g  of tin), t a p i o c a  p r o d u c t s  

(whereby 3 f o r e i g n - o w n e d  co m p a n i e s  c o n t r o l l e d  more than 

70% of the total e xp ort  in 1979), sugar (which was in 

c ont ro l of only 2 groups). In in d us t r ia l pr od u c ti on ,  

b u s i n e s s e s  that exh i b it  very high rates of c o n c e n t r a t i o n  

are p e t r o l e u m  p r o d u c t s  and o i l - r e f i n i n g  (which are under 

the con t r ol  of 3 key m u l t i n a t i o n a l s ) ,  ce me nt p r o d u c t i o n  

(the l ar g e st  c om p a ny  con t r ol s  80% of the dom e s ti c  

market), the m o t o r c y c l e  a s sem bl y ind u s tr y  (the two 

b i g g e s t  firms had 66% of the total p r o d u c t i o n  c a pa c i t y  in 

1979), the m o t o r - c a r  a ss e mb l y  industry, the chem ic al  

f e r t i l i z e r  industry. The animal feed industry, wh i ch  in
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re ce n t  year s has come to have an i n cr e a s i n g  impac t on the

Thep ara j society, is also found to have a hi gh  rate of

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  w h e r e b y  the biggest, C h a r o e n  P h o k p h a n d  

Company, c o n t r o l l e d  about 40% of the total p r o d u c t i v e  

c a p a c i t y  (its d e v e l o p m e n t  will be dealt w i t h  in more 

d et ai l later on). F o r e i g n  capit al  has had an imp o r ta n t  

share in this e c o n o m i c  e x p a n s i o n  and for e ig n  firms have 

g a i n ed  con t r ol  over such in du s t ri es  as t i n- s m e l t i n g ,  

o i 1- r e f i n i n g , tyre p r o d uc t i on , car assembly, e l e c t r i c a l  

a pp l i an c e s,  ch em i c a l  indu str ie s,  etc. As for the Thais

who have come to own l a r g e - s c a l e  b u s i n e s s e s  m e r e l y  all of

th em s t a r t e d  off in trade and c om m er c e  first, and

g r a d u a l l y  e x p a n d e d  into import and export bu sin e s s.  In

the p o s t - w a r  p e r i o d  the g o v e r n m e n t ' s  at t em p t  to curb the

i n f lu e n c e of f o r ei gn  b a n k i n g  in t e re s t s gave an

o p p o r t u n i t y  for m em b er s  of the m e r c h a n t  class to enter 

and gain c o n t ro l  over the b a n k i n g  busi ne ss,  and in rece nt  

ye ars  they have also e x p a n d e d  into m o d e r n  ind us tri es.  

The c a p i t a l - i n t e n s i v e  i n du s tr ie s  have to turn ei th er to 

c o m m e r c i a l  bank s or to enter  into joint v e n t u r e s  with  

f o r e ig n  c a p i t a l i s t s  to finan ce  their b u s i n e s s  and some 

have tr ie d to e s t a b l i s h  their own fi n a n c i a l  base by 

e x t e n d i n g  into b a n k i n g  and finance t h e m s e l v e s  (Krirkiat, 

1982: 24-48, 79-141, 310-313; Narong, 1981: 108-120).

A g a i n s t  the b a c k g r o u n d  of a r a p i d  pr o c e s s  of 

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  the b e n e f i t s  of w h i c h  have been  

c o n c e n t r a t e d  in the hand s of l a r g e - s c a l e  e n t e r p r is e s ,  

p r o d u c t i v e  cap i t al  be g a n to enter into and to gain some 

con tr o l over the p r o d u c t i o n  of cer t ai n  c r o p - g r o w i n g  or



216

a n i m a l - r a i s i n g  sectors. L a r g e - s c a l e  a g r i b u s i n e s s  began 

to striv e for an in te gr a l  control of pr o du cti on ,  

p r o c e s s i n g  and m a r k e t i n g  was to gain more co n tr o l  over 

the cost, q u a n t i t y  and q u a l i t y  of their raw m a t e ri a ls  

su pp l i es  and to achi ev e a fuller u t i l i z a t i o n  of their 

p r o c e s s i n g  capacity, thus e x p l o i t i n g  the in d us t r i a l  scale 

e c o n o m i e s  to the best advantage. This has be en  the

d e v e l o p m e n t  of the a n i m a l - f e e d  a g r i b u s i n e s s  which, in the 

late 1960s and 1970s was a t t e m p t i n g  to gain pa r ti a l  

contr ol over p o u l t r y - r a i s i n g  in areas like Theparaj by 

tying small p r o d u c e r s  to it th r ou g h  i n d e b t e d n e s s  and 

a g r e e m e n t s  c ov e r i n g  sales of output, and at the same time 

i n s t i t u t i n g  r e c o m m e n d e d  pr ac ti ces , w hi le itself  av o id i n g  

p r o d u c t i o n  risks.

The 1960s and 1970s thus w i t n e s s e d  a chang e in the 

t e c h n i q u e s  of p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  in Theparaj t o w ar d s  a more 

c ap i ta l i z ed ,  r e g u l a t e d  and s t a n d a r d i z e d  form of 

p ro d u c t i o n ,  w h i l e  at the same time r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  

the e x p a n d i n g  a n i m a l - f e e d  a g r i - b u s i n e s s  c o m p l e x  and the 

local p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  b eca me more intense and the small 

p r o d u c e r s  s u b j e c t e d  to more co n s t r a i n t s  from the feed 

com pan ie s.  The d e v e l o p m e n t  both of the b i g g e s t  feed 

c o m p an y  that has made a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c u r s i o n  into 

Thepa raj  and its c h a n g i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  the small 

p o u l t r y -  and e g g - p r o d u c e r s  may prove i l l u s t r a t i v e  at this 

p o i n t .

In 1970 the CP group  e n t e re d  into p a r t n e r s h i p  wi th  

an a g r i - b u s i n e s s  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  firm, A b or  Acre 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  wh ic h  is a s u b s i d i a r y  of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l
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Basic E c o n o m i c  C o r p o r a t i o n  (IBEC) in w h i c h  the

R o c k e f e l l e r  fa m i ly  is a ma jor  share holder. The Abor

Acre C o mp an y  was then tryin g to e x p a n d  its i n v e s t m e n t  

a br o a d since the U.S. a n t i - t r u s t  law i n h i b i t e d  its 

e x p a n s i o n  inside the U.S. itself. T o g e t h e r  the two sides

form ed the A bor  Acre (Thailand) Com p an y w i t h  the U.S.

p a r t n e r ' s  share a c c o u n t i n g  for 49% and Thais' for 51% of 

the c o m p an y 's  total shares and the c o mp a n y' s  mai n d ea l i ng  

has bee n the impo rt of g r a n d p a r e n t  stock hens t og e t he r  

wi th  the m o d e r n  chicken. . b r e e d i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  from the 

U.S. in order that furt her  b r e e d i n g  of c o m m e r c i a l - s t o c k  

hens coul d be c a r r i e d  out in Thailand. The new im po rt e d  

br ee d s were f oun d to p r o du c e  h ig her  yields. C o m p a r e d  

w ith  the na ti v e b r e e d s  of b r o i l e r s  w hi c h  n o r m a l l y  took 

1 20- 18 0 days to bec o me  fully grown, the new br e e ds  of 

c hi c k e n s  take m e r e l y  45-55 days to raise. However, in 

order to p r o d u c e  high re tu r n s the new b r eed s also requi re  

a p r e c i s e  q u a n t i t y  and q u a li t y  of feed intak e (Bank of 

T h a il a n d,  1983: 4-6; B u s i n e s s  in Thai lan d,  1978: 32;

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A g r a r i a n  St u di e s  Group, undated: 4; Niphon,

1980: 5).

F r o m  then on the CP group had d i v e r s i f i e d  into a 

w ho l e  host of b u s i n e s s  u n d e r t a k i n g s  to try to achie ve  a 

v e r t i c a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  e n t e r p r i s e  that w o u l d  make p o s s i b l e  

a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e d u c t i o n  of p r o d u c t i o n  costs, w o u l d  

g u a r a n t e e  a c o n s t a n t  supply of new m a t e r i a l s ,  reduce 

risks, and all the v a ri o u s b e n e f i t s  that v er t i ca l  

i n t e g r a t i o n  w o u l d  entail. The late 1960s and the 1970s 

w i t n e s s e d  a rapid  e x p a n s i o n  of its animal feed e n t e r p r i s e
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and that of a few other big rival c o m pa n i e s as well as 

the entry  of new firms into the business, but the overall  

trend has been such that the bu s i n e s s  has becom e

i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o nc e n tr a t ed . The CP group, the most

p o w e r f u l  in the bu sin es s, in 1972 e n j o y e d  27.6% of the

total animal  feed p r o d u c t i o n  and its share i n c r e a s e d  to

37.5% in 1975, 40.8% in 1979 and 50.3% in 1981. By 1981

the eight lar g es t  feedm il l com p an i e s a c c o u n t e d  for 95.2% 

of the total am o un t  of animal feed be i ng  pr od uc e d , and 

their m a r k e t  share was 95.1% (Preecha, 1982: 29-33).

F ur t h e r m o r e ,  the 1970s also w i t n e s s e d  the major  

d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  of the big animal  feed c o m p a n i e s  into a

v ar i et y  of r e l a t e d  b u si n e ss e s . By 1979 the CP group 

alone was o p e r a t i n g  39 d i f f e r e n t  co m p a n i e s  wh il e the 

other two big groups, the L i a o p h a i r a t - T a e p h a i s i t p o n g  and 

the K h a n a t h a n a w a n i t , had 29 and 17 c o m p a n i e s  each 

r e s p e c t i v e l y  (Krirkiat, 1983: 419-420, 425-426, 435).

The CP gr o up 's  e n t e r p r i s e s  inclu de  the p r o d u c t i o n  of raw 

m a t e r i a l s  to suppl y its animal feed facto rie s,  e.g. its 

c r o p p i n g  p r o j e c t s  include c u l t i v a t i o n  of mung beans, 

maize, so ybeans, cassava, and jute, wi t h  c o m p a n ie s  

h a n d l i n g  trade i n c l u d i n g  the expor t of these p r o d u c t s  as 

well as the impor t of seeds and other a g r i c u l t u r a l  raw 

m a t er i a ls .  Ap a r t from this the group also has its own 

c o m pa n y  p r o d u c i n g  fish meal and gunny bags to supply 

other co m p a n i e s  in the group, to g e t h e r  w i t h  c o m p a ni e s  

that ha nd le  the import of m a c h i n e r y  and spare parts for 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  and servicing. Then, CP is also 

i n v o l v e d  in t r a d i n g  in c h em i c al  pr od uct s, anima l drugs,
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pl ant  f e r t i l i z e r  and in se cti ci d e,  etc., the b u s i n e s s  of 

livestock b r eed ing , of s l a u g h t e r i n g  and p r o c e s s i n g  meat, 

as well as the t r a d i n g  of meat and animal p r o d u c t s  such 

as eggs b ot h in the local and o v er s e as  market. Mo re ove r,  

its owner and a f f i l i a t e d  e n t e r p r i s e s  also e x t e n d e d  to 

f o r ei g n  c o u n t r i e s  and its trading, feedmills, fin a nc e  and 

othe r b u s i n e s s e s  are to be found in Hong Kong, Indonesia, 

Taiwan, Sin ga po r e , etc., (Business in T ha ila nd , 1978: 

32-43; I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A g r a r i a n  St ud ies  Group, undated: 

6-8). The gro u p 's  a bi lit y to e x p a nd  on such a scale has 

be en f a c i l i t a t e d  by the co n d u c i v e  i n ve s t m e n t  atmo sph er e,  

by the state's i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  p o l i c y  as a lot of 

its c o m p a n i e s  have been g r a n t e d  p r o m o t i o n  p r i v i l e g e s ,  and 

by the access it has e n j o y e d  to ov er se a s  and dom es t ic  

capital. The CP g rou p has had close f i n a nc i a l ties w ith  

the most e c o n o m i c a l l y  and p o l i t i c a l l y  p o w e r f u l  bank in 

Thail and , the B a n g k o k  Bank, w hi c h  itself has h e ld  shares 

in some CP grou p compani es.  The scale of the credit the 

Bank is g i v in g  to the CP group  can be seen from the fact 

that it has set up a se pa r a te  d e p a r t m e n t  s p e c i a l l y  in 

or der to ha n dl e  the loan s er vi ce  e x c l u s i v e l y  for the 

G ro u p  (Preecha, 1982: 45; I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A g r a r i a n  Stud ie s

Group, undat ed ; 5-6).

Later P o u l t ry - F a r m i n g  in Th eparaj

In T he par aj,  the 1960s and 1970s w i t n e s s e d  p ou l t r y  

and egg c o m m e r c i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  c o n s u m i n g  more and more 

inputs that we re  be in g  t u rn e d  out by the e x p a n d i n g  animal 

feed m a n u f a c t u r e r s  and their r el a te d  concerns, wh ile
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p r o d u c t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  were b e c o m i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  u n i fo r m  

and r e g u l a t e d  to meet the cr i t e r i a  and d e ma n d s set by the 

m o d e r n  i n du s t r i a l  p r o c e s s i n g  and l a r g e - s c a l e  ma r k e t i n g  

p r a ct i c e s.  Gr ad u al ly ,  the p o u l t r y - r a i s i n g  m e t h o d  in the 

past, w h e r e b y  50 or 60 b ird s were kept in one large cage, 

was a b and on ed , the large cages b ei ng us e d only for 

k e e p i n g  ba by  chicks. The new method, b a t t e r y  farming, 

d i c t a t e s  that the chi ck e ns  be kept in i n d i v i d u a l  cages 

w hi c h are set a lo n g s i d e  one anoth er  to form a long row. 

The one side of the cages is a tt a c he d  w it h  a feed trough, 

w hi l e on the other side a long water t r ou g h is at t a c h e d  

al ong  the uppe r half and a ch ann el  for a l l o t i n g  eggs is 

fi xed  al on g the bottom. The cages are h o u s e d  in a 

wall-less shed wi th  c o r r u g a t e d - i r o n  roof and are p l a c e d  

ab out 1 1/2 me t re s  above the ground. C h i c k e n  dung falls 

t h r o u g h  the wire cages to col l ec t  on the eart h below. 

The older hens are fed w it h m a n u f a c t u r e d  feed i ng r e d i e n t s  

m i x e d  with feed grain s (rice bran and b r o k e n  rice) and 

the b ab y c hic ks  are fed wi th  d i f f e r e n t  types of 

r e a d y - m i x e d  feed w h i c h  are made to suit chi ck e ns  of 

d i f f e r e n t  ages. Gr ad u al ly ,  h o m e - b a s e d  h a t c h e r i e s  in the 

area b e ga n  to d i s a p p e a r  from the scene w h e n  farmers 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  t u r n e d  to "h i g h - y i e l d i n g "  b r e e d s  of hens 

p r o d u c e d  by the la rg e- sca le,  v e r t i c a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  

a g r o - i n d u s t r i a l  complex. In any case the co mm e r ci a l

stock sold by the c o m p an i e s could not be us ed for further  

b r e e d i n g  by the farmers them se lv es.  A n u m b e r  of farm ers  

w ho t ri ed to c o nt i n ue  h a t c h i n g  their own eggs said that 

the eggs simply  w o u l d  not hatch. Hence, to adopt this
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line of p r o d u c t i o n  the farmers are o b l i g e d  to buy the 

chicks e x c l u s i v e l y  from one of the big comp an ies , thus 

r e i n f o r c i n g  their ties with the latter still further.

In the early stages, h ow eve r,  the new 

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  e n t e r p r i s e  in Theparaj by no means

p r o g r e s s e d  in a sm oo t h  fashion. A sharp d ro p in the 

pr ice  of eggs c oul d ea s i ly  put out of b u s i n e s s  small 

farms wi t h little ca pi tal  to tide them over bad periods. 

And this was e x ac t ly  what h a p p e n e d  in 1964, wh en  it is 

said that egg p ri ce  slu m pe d  from 0 . 47 - 0 .5 0 baht per egg 

in 1962 to 0. 1 0 - 0 . 1 5  baht. All farms ac r o ss  the b o ar d

s u f f e r e d  big losses. Mo st s m a l l - s c a l e  ones in the

v il l ag e  a b a n d o n e d  the b u s i n e s s  a l t o g e t h e r  and r e t u r n e d  to 

e x c l u s i v e  r i c e - f a r m i n g  as before, wh i ch  they had never 

c o m p l e t e l y  given up. A f t e r  this bad p a t c h  only a few 

kept their c h i c k e n - f a r m s  going. Am o n g th em  was Maay, who 

was b e t t e r  able than other s to w i t h s t a n d  u n f a v o u r a b l e  

m a r k e t  c o n d i t io ns ,  to g et h e r w ith  two o the r small 

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  who by this time had c o m p l e t e l y  ab a n d o n e d  

r i c e - f a r m i n g  and had r e n t ed  out their rice land. A few 

ye ars  later, a r o u n d  the years 1966-68, as the m a r ke t  for 

eggs s t a r t e d  to pick up, a nu mb e r of h o u s e h o l d s  again 

took up e g g - p r o d u c t i o n  on a small scale, wh ile  the

r e l a t i v e l y  large r farms such as that of M a a y 1s and a few

other s r e s p o n d e d  to the ri s in g  pr ice of eggs by e x p a n d i n g  

their f a r m s .

A l r e a d y  in the 1960s, the CP group company, with its 

a g g r e s s i v e  a p p r o a c h  to ma rk et i n g,  was s e e k i n g  to gain a 

p a r t ia l  con t ro l  over the te c h n i c a l  basis of p o u l t r y  and
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eggs p r o d u c t i o n  and to secure a co ns ta n t  sour ce  of supply 

for its p r o c e s s i n g  and t r a d in g  firms by ty in g s m a l l - s c a l e  

p r o d u c e r s  to it t h ro u gh  c o n t r a c t  farming. "With this 

a r r a n g e m e n t  the co mp a n y could tie small fa rme rs  to it 

t h r o u g h  its credi t p r o v i s i o n s  and a g r e e m e n t s  to b u yi n g  

the farmers' p r o d u c e  that meets  c er t a i n  te c h n i c a l  

c r i t e r i a .

In the m i d - 1 9 6 0 s  the c o m p a ny ' s  a p p o i n t e d  sales agent 

in Th ep ar aj  area was not d oin g very we l l and his

b u s i n e s s  was s u f f e r i n g  big losses b ec a u se  ma ny  of his 

cl ien ts  to w h o m  he had advan ce  credit f a il e d to pay up 

their debts. The drop in eggs and po u l t r y  pr ic e s  aro u n d  

1964, p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  w o r s e n e d  his s i t u at i on  still further. 

This led the c o m pa n y  to look for a new sales agent in the 

area to re pl a c e him. The c om pa ny  p r o c e e d e d  to a p pr o a c h  a 

few o wne rs  of the r e l a t i v e l y  b i g ge r  p o u l t r y - f a r m s  in the 

area and e v e n t u a l l y  Liang, an ex-rice m i l l e r  who had 

c h a n n e l l e d  his i n v e s t m e n t  into his r e c e n t l y - e s t a b l i s h e d  

p o u l t r y - f a r m ,  a g r e e d  to bec o m e the c o m p a n y ' s  new local 

sales agent. The a r r a n g e m e n t s  a d o p t e d  by the

a g r o - i n d u s t r i a l  e n t e r p r i s e s  were such that the ex i s t i n g  

n et w o r k  b e t w e e n  local m e r c h a n t - c u m - m o n e y l e n d e r  and his 

c li en ts  was r e t a i n e d  and it was t h r o u g h  this local 

mi dd l em a n , who n a t u r a l l y  had be t te r  k n o w l e d g e  of the 

f i n a n c i a l  s t i t u a t i o n s  and c r e d i b i l i t y  of p o t e n t i a l  

c li en ts  than the com p a ny  itself, that the c o mp a ny  was 

e x p a n d i n g  its c o n tr ol  over m a r k e t i n g  as well as se t ti n g  

c er t a i n  c o n s t r a i n t s  over the p r o d u c t i o n  pr oce ss . The

n orm al  p r o c e d u r e  was that the CP Co m p a n y  w o u l d  sell feed
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c o n c e n t r a t e  and chicks to Li an g  at a disco un t,  and w ou ld  

o ffe r also v ar i ou s  faci li ti es,  such as its v e t e r i n a r y  and 

t e c h n i c a l  services, m e d i c a l  su pp lie s and c er t ai n  

f i n a nc i a l as s is t a nc e.  In turn, Li ang be g an  to es t a b l i s h  

c o m m e r c i a l  ties wi th  owners of s m a l l - s c a l e  p o u 1t r y - farms 

by a d v a n c i n g  feed c o n c e n t r a t e s  and baby chic ks  s u pp l i ed  

by the c o mp a ny  at d i s c o u n t  p ri ces  to his c l ie n ts  at the 

b e g i n n i n g  of the r a i s i n g  cycle and a f t e r w a r d s  b u y i n g  the 

eggs from them and the o u t s t a n d i n g  acco un t w o u l d  then be 

settled. L i an g  was thus p r o f i t t i n g  in the form of 

i n t e re s ts  on the credi t a d v a n c e d  as well as from the 

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  the p ric e of inputs that he o b ta in e d  

fr om the c o mp a n y and their s el l i ng  price. It is said 

that in the early years the de a li n g s b e t w e e n  Li a n g  and 

his cl ie nt s i n v o l v e d  no w r i t t e n  con tr a c ts  a l th o u g h  the 

latt er were r e q u i r e d  to ha nd over their land title deeds 

to Liang. This p r o c e d u r e  in fact did not a m ou n t  to a 

legal m o r t g a g i n g  of one's land, a l t ho u g h in the clients' 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  such an under-taking a p p e a r e d  to be

bi nding. However, in later years this p r a c t i c e  was 

c o m p l e t e l y  a b a n d o n e d  and w r i t t e n  co nt ra c ts  were dr aw n up 

ins te a d to g u a r a n t e e  aga i n st  the clients' default.

By b e c o m i n g  the CP c o m p a ny 's  sales agent, Li a n g  saw

his w e a l t h  and income s o a r in g  more r a p i d l y  than other

w e l l - t o - d o  h o u s e h o l d s  in the area. His own p o u l t r y - f a r m

u n d e r w e n t  c o n s t a n t  e x p a n s i o n  and in no time b e ca m e one of

the la r ge s t  in the p ro vin ce . Ba se d in ta mb o n  Prawet, he 
state egg iy\ ~Wnbon anct other neighbouring tambon s.

had as r e gu l a r c li ent s the m a j o r i t y A How ever, Liang's

cl ien ts  we re  not r e s t r i c t e d  only to small egg pr od uce rs.



224

They  i n c l u d e d  also a large nu m be r of h o u s e h o l d s  who be ga n  

to take up r a i s i n g  b r o i l e r  hens on c o n t r a c t - f a r m i n g .  

Both types of p r o d u c e r s  had been rice fa rm e r s and

c o n t i n u e d  to c u l t i v a t e  thei r rice fields a l o n g s i d e  their 

own p o u l t r y  farms as a g u a r a n t e e  again st  p o s s i b l e  failure 

of the new ent e rp ri s e.  Both were p r o d u c i n g  su rp lus  in 

r i c e - f a r m i n g  that e na b l e d  th em to star t on the new

venture, but they all had to rely on e xt ra sourc es of

cred it to keep thei r p o u l t r y  farms in op era ti o n.

K e e p i n g  b r o i l e r  hens did not r e qu i r e as large an 

in it i a l o u tl a y  as r a i s i n g  hens for their eggs. The birds 

we re kept t o g e t h e r  in large sheds and an a v e ra g e  shed 

mi g h t  c o n t a i n  up to 2,000 ch ic ke n s  or more in some cases. 

No mo ney  n e e d e d  to be spent on small i n d i v i d u a l  cages and 

t hei r a t t a c hm e n ts .  Pe o pl e  said that they had to fork out 

the m on ey to b u i l d  sheds and to buy the e s s en t ia l  

e q u i p m e n t  th em s e lv e s . Then they wo u l d  go to Li a ng  to ask 

if he could a d v a n c e  them w i th  feed and chick s unde r the 

a g r e e m e n t  that he w ou l d  be pa i d  back after  the br oi l e r s

ha d been sold. Here, L ian g was op e r a t i n g  still as agent 

of the CP C o m p a n y  and was i m p l e m e n t i n g  one of the 

C o m p a n y ' s  p ol ici es . A c c o r d i n g  to this policy, the

Com pan y ' s,  or in this case Lian g's  clients, w o u l d  get a 

g u a r a n t e e d  pr i c e per w e i g h t  for their br o il er s . In order 

to sell their ch i ck e n s  the farmers had to t r a n s p o r t  the 

f u l l y - g r o w n  b r o i l e r s  to the C om p a n y ' s  s l a u g h t e r h o u s e  

th ems el ve s. T ho se wit h no p i c k - u p  trucks of their own 

h ad to hire one. It a p p e a r e d  that the b u ye r s were not 

p r e p a r e d  to sh o u l d e r  ei th er  the tr a n s p o r t  cost or the
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p o t e n t i a l  cost in cu r r e d  by the fact that the t r a v e l l i n g  

w o u l d  cause the ch ic ke n s to lose some weight. Wh en the 

p o l i c y  was first put to p r a c t i c e  it is said that farmers  

w o u l d  try th eir best to fatten  up the c h i c k e n s  and tende d  

to go on f e e d i n g  the birds until they r e a c h e d  a good 

w e i g h t  b ef o r e  se l l i n g  them. The later p e r i o d  saw the 

C o m p a n y  b e c o m i n g  mu ch  more strict. They s t a r t e d  p u t t i n g  

an exact limit on the nu m be r  of rai si n g days wh i c h  means 

that the fa rm ers  had to han d over the b r o i l e r s  on 

s p e c i f i e d  dates. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  the farmers say that they 

still m a n a g e d  to enjoy fairly good gains for a nu mbe r of 

years. Some kept their b r o i l e r  farm going for n ea rly  10 

y ear s b e f o r e  s w i t c h i n g  to r a is i n g e g g - p r o d u c i n g  hens 

instead. G r a d u a l l y  p eop le gave up b r o i l e r - r a i s i n g .  Some 

say that they we r e tired of p u t t i n g  up wi th the C o mp a n y 's  

s t r i n g e n t  c o nd i t io n s . They think that the C o m p a n y  was 

b e i n g  u nfa ir w h e n  it d r a s t i c a l l y  r e d u c e d  the price  it 

p ai d  for c r i p p l e d  chickens, for c hi c k e n s  that had food

left in their  sto ma c hs  at the time of sale, and a 

l o w - p r i c e  was p ai d also for bird s that di ed  w hi l e  be in g  

t r a n s p o r t e d  to the sl a u g h t e r h o u s e .  Mo re ov er,  the Co mp a n y  

was itself s u p p l y i n g  b ird s with  some p h y s i c a l  de fe c t s and 

it is e s t i m a t e d  that in each ba tc h  of about 1,000 birds, 

there w o u l d  be about 25 birds that w o u l d  grow up 

cri ppl ed . Some  p e op l e  say that they had to a ba n d on  

b r o i l e r - r a i s i n g  be c a u s e  they were m a k i n g  losses w he n a

large nu m b e r  of th eir ch ic k e n s  died of one d is e a se  or 

another. It is ei t he r  for these reasons or for the fact 

that more f a v o u r a b l e  re tu rn s  m ig ht be o b t a i n e d  from
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r a i s i n g  e g g - p r o d u c i n g  hens, that b r o i l e r - r a i s i n g  

e v e n t u a l l y  d i s a p p e a r e d  from  the scene and was no longer 

foun d in the area by 1980.

Wh i l e  a nu mb er  of farms opted for b r o i l e r - r a i s i n g ,  

ma ny more h o u s e h o l d s  started, some for the s e c o nd  time, 

to keep e g g - p r o d u c i n g  hens du r i n g  the s e co n d half of the 

1960s. Howev er,  the scale of the o p e r a t i o n  was much 

sma ll e r than the p r e s e n t  day's. What was then c o n s i d e r e d  

as a l a r g e - s c a l e  farm was k e e p i n g  a r o u n d  1, 0 0 0 - 3 , 0 0 0  

chick ens , wh il e a s m a l l - s c a l e  farm was k e e p i n g  mostl y  

1 00- 20 0 b i r d s .

S in c e  Li a ng  b e ca m e  the p r i n c i p a l  ag e n t of the CP 

C o m p a n y  in the area a r o u nd  Theparaj in 1966, he has 

m a n a g e d  to secur e the cu st o m  of an i n c r e a s i n g  nu mb e r of 

r eg u la r  clients. D u r i n g  these e ar ly days of

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  his cl ie nts  in c lu d e d not only those 

farmers who were o p e r a t i n g  s m a l l - s c a l e  farms, but also 

th ose w it h m e d i u m  and r e l a t i v e l y  large farms who were 

n ew c o m e r s  to the b u s i n e s s  and who at this stage ne ed ed  to 

rely on L i a n g  and the C o m p a n y  to supply t he m  w ith  the 

chicks, the animal  feed and all the s e r vi c e s that the 

C o m p a n y  was p r e p a r e d  to offer. However, after  a few 

year s some of the bi g ge r  farms be ga n to b re a k  away from 

L ia n g  and to deal d i r e c t l y  with co mp an i es  o th er than the 

CP. At this time these othe r a n i m a l - f e e d  c o m p a n i e s  were 

t r y i ng  hard to gain their share of the C P - d o m i n a t e d  

market. A m o n g  the farmers who had s e v e r e d  their ties 

with L ia n g  was the p r e s e n t  k am n a n  of Thepa raj . A c c o r d i n g  

to him, he s t a r t e d  his farm at about the same time as
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Li a n g  in 1966 and was also a p p r o a c h e d  by the CP C o mp a n y  

to b e co m e its agent. He n e v e r t h e l e s s  d e c l i n e d  the offer. 

W he n  L i a n g  b e c a m e  the C om p a n y ' s  sales ag en t  he, too 

b ec a m e  Li a n g ' s  cl i en t and was a d v a n c e d  wi th  c hi cks  and 

feed wh i l e his eggs were sold to L ia n g  and the debt 

settled. Af ter  o p e r a t i n g  on this basis for a few years, 

he d e c i d e d  to e s t a b l i s h  his own d i re c t  c o n t a c t  with  

a no t h er  big anim al feed m a n u f a c t u r e r  c a ll e d  Be t a g r o  and 

s u b s e q u e n t l y  b e c a me  that c o m p an y 's  sales ag en t as well. 

He also st a r t e d  to e s t a b l i s h  his own circ le  of re g ul a r  

clients. He not only was de a l i n g  in the c o m p a n y ' s  chicks 

and feed c o n c e nt r a te s ,  but was also o p e r a t i n g  as 

mi dd l e ma n ,  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  of the comp an y and was tra d in g  

in rice b r a n and b r o k e n  rice wh i ch  we re a mon g the 

i n g r e d i e n t s  of the c h ic k e n feed. As w it h L ian g the

k a m n a n  was b u y i n g  eggs from his clients and was ma ki n g a 

g ood  p r o f i t  of about 40 sat a ng  per egg in the early 

1970s. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  the ka mn a n  says that he also

s u g g e s t e d  to a few of his friends who were r u n n i n g  fairly 

big farms to b r e a k  off from Li a ng  and e s t a b l i s h  direc t  

links w i t h the c o mpa nie s.  This group of p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  

did not n eed  to rely on Li an g' s cr e d it  on a 

s e a s o n - t o - s e a s o n  b as is in the way that small farms did; 

they thus did not find it too d i f f i c u l t  to sever their 

ties wi t h  Liang. M o r e o v er ,  the fact that all of them  

we re c o m p a r a t i v e l y  we ll -o ff,  with their b a c k g r o u n d  in 

b u s i n e s s  of one type or another, made the b r e a k  much  more 

vi ab l e since they c oul d o b t a in  their feeds at a che ap e r  

p ric e w it h their  b u l k - bu y i ng .
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The b u s i n e s s  b a c k g r o u n d  of owners of wha t were to 

b e c o me  l a r g e - s c a l e  farms gave th em  a far b e t t e r  h e a d s t a r t  

c o m p a r e d  with their fe ll ow vi l l a g e r s  with b a c k g r o u n d  in 

r i c e - f a r m i n g . Liang, wh o se  farm is the b i g g e s t  in the 

area at pres en t, is said to have s t a rt ed  off be i n g  very 

poor, e a r n i n g  his livi ng  as a l o r r y - d r i v e r . He was able 

to save up a ce r t a i n  amou nt of ca pit al  from tr a d i n g  on a 

small scale. He later used the m on ey to rent and o pe ra te  

a r i c e - m i l l  in t a m bo n  Pr aw et  for nearly 10 years. Then, 

in the m i d - 1 9 6 0 s  he d e c i d e d  to ab an d o n rice m i l l i n g  in 

favou r of p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g . It seems he has ne ver  looked 

bac k since then. H a v i n g  be c o m e  the CP C o m p a n y ' s  sole

agent  in the area wh e n p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  was only b e g i n n i n g  

to catch on m ust  have put him in an a d v a n t a g e o u s  p o s i t i o n  

c o m p a r e d  w ith  the others, mo st of wh o m still had to turn 

to him for the d i f f e r e n t  fa c i l i t i e s  that the p i o n e e r i n g

CP C o m p a n y  had to offer. F r om  the 1970s up until the

1980s, his farm g r a d u a l l y  e x p a n d e d  and by 19 8 1 -8 2  it was

not only the b i g g e s t  egg farm in the area w i t h its stock 

of ne ar ly 100 , 0 00  birds, but the farm ws also r a n k e d  as 

one of the lar g es t egg farms in the country, s e c on d  only 

to the CP C o m p a n y ' s  farm in S a ra bu r i pro vi n ce .

The stor y of k a m n an  Pr as i t  was s l i g h t l y  differe nt .  

The k a m n a n , wh o se  farm was s ec ond  only to Liang's, was 

bor n in a r i c e - f a r m i n g  family. His p a r e n t s  o wn e d  about 

80 rai of land in a n ot h e r t a m b o n . But w he n  the c hi l d r en  

got m a r r i e d  and m o v e d  e l s e w h e r e  and the rice land was 

r e n d e r i n g  c o n s e c u t i v e l y  p oor  yields, P r a s i t ' s  pa re n t s  

sold the land  and m o v e d  to live in R a y o n g  province.
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Pr as i t was f or t u n a t e  eno ug h  to have m a r r i e d  the da u g h t e r  

of a w e l l - t o - d o  family in tamb on  Prawet. His

f a t h e r - i n - l a w  then ow n e d a g a m b l i n g  house as we ll  as a 

rice mill. P r a s it  r e n te d  the mill for some years but 

fi na l ly  gave it up wh en  the b us i n es s  was r u n n i n g  at a

loss. He then t u rn ed  to p i g - r a i s i n g  and had about

100-2 00 pigs in his stock. He says that d u r i n g  the time 

he also tr i e d  his ha nd  at c h i c k e n - r a i s i n g  (in the 

mid-195 0s)  but this came to n o t h i n g  and he e v e n t u a l l y  

gave it up. His p i g - r a i s i n g  took a long time to yi el d 

pr o f i t s  but w he n he m a n a g e d  to save up some cap i t al  he

d e c i d e d  to set up a store s el l i n g  a wide v a r i e t y  of

m e r c h a n d i s e .  A ft e r  a few year s in the t r a d i n g  b us i n e s s  

he put his fu rt he r  savings, t og e t he r  wi th  a sum b o r r o w e d  

from rela ti ve s, into c h i c k e n - f a r m i n g  once again. He

s t a r t e d  off, like many of his fellow  vi ll a g er s ,  as

L ia n g' s  cl i e nt  but a few year s later he m a n a g e d  to be co me  

the agent  of a n o t he r  feed com p an y  and s t a r t e d  to form a 

ci rc l e of cli e nt s  of his own.

A few other big  farms also had clients but none ever 

c o m p a r e d  to L i an g 's  as far as the number  of cl i en t s  was 

con cer n ed .  This was even more so from the latter  half of 

the 1970s onw a rd s  w h en  the m a j o r i t y  of bi g p o u l t r y - f a r m s  

b eg a n  to cut dow n on the nu mb e r  of their clients. Only 

those c l ie n ts  to w h o m  credit  had alrea dy bee n h a n d e d  out 

w ere  ke pt  on the lists, and new c u s t om er s  we re  tu rn e d

away. O w ne r s  of these farms say that they w o u l d  r ath er

ex pe n d their cap i ta l  on the e x p a n s i o n  of their own farms

than lend it out. W it h the p ric e of eggs h a v i n g  been
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r e l a t i v e l y  stable over a long p e r i o d  of time, income that 

co uld  be e a r n e d  from i n v e s t i n g  their mo n ey  in e x p a n d i n g  

their b u s i n e s s  wo u l d  p r o b a b l y  be g r e a t e r  than the 

int er e s t they mi g h t earn from a d v a nc i ng  cre d it  to their 

clients. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  fa rm er s who had be en  h a n d i n g  out

credi t also c o m p l a i n e d  about the risks of default, 

e s p e c i a l l y  wh e n  small farms went  b a n k r u p t  and were thus 

unab le to repay all the debt. If this h a p p e n e d  to be the 

case w h a t e v e r  b u i l d i n g s  or in s t a l l a t i o n s  the small farms 

p o s s e s s e d  w o u l d  be c o n f i s c a t e d  by their cre dit o rs .  By 

1981 L i an g ' s was about the only farm left that was still 

a d v a n c i n g  c re dit  in ki nd to 20-30 clien ts a l t h o u g h  he,

too, was t r y i n g  to cut down on the nu m be r  of such

clients. O t h er  b ig  farms no longer had c l i en t s  tied to

t h e m .

B e t w e e n  1966 and 1981, p r o d u c t i o n  in the 

P r a w e t - T h e p a r a j  area thus e x p a n d e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e y , slowly 

at first and then r a p id ly  in the latter half of the

1970s. In 1968, wh en  La r se n  and S a r as u p  c o n d u c t e d  their 

surve y in 11 C e n t r a l  re g io n  pro vin ces , they r e p o r t e d  that 

hen egg p r o d u c t i o n  was c o n c e n t r a t e d  in those p r o v i n c e s  in 

p a r t i c u l a r ,  na m e ly  in Saraburi, A y u t h a y a  and

C h a c h o e n g s a o . They quote the numbe r of egg farms k ee p in g

more than 500 ch i c k e n s  and the size of f lock as f o l l o w s :

50 0- 1 ,0 0 0  
( c h i c k e n s )

1 , 001-5, 000 5 , 0 0 1 - 1 0 , 0 0 0  10 ,001-

C h a c h o e n g s a o  
(No. of egg farms)

2 71 79 -

A n g t h o n g 294 130 28

Sa ra b u ri 25 12 2 1

{Sarasup & Larsen, 1968: 70)
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By 1981 the T h e p a r a j - P r a w e t  area was said to be the

b i g g e s t  e g g - p r o d u c i n g  area in the country. The scale of

p r o d u c t i o n  had be en s i g n i f i c a n t l y  raised. A big farm in

the C h a c h o e n g s a o  of 1968 was k e e p i n g  5,000 bi r d s  at the

m ost  wh i l e  in Sa r a b u r i  prov inc e, the CP C o m p a n y ' s  farm

had over 10,000 chickens. By 1981 the la rg e s t farm in

the T h e p a r a j - P r a w e t  area was r ai s in g  ne a rl y  1 00 ,00 0

b ird s and is still expa ndi ng.

However, in Pr aw e t and Th eparaj one does not find p ou l t ry

farms s c a t t e r e d  over the wh ol e area. In v i l l a g e s  that

are s i t u a t e d  at the ot he r end of the dirt ro ad  l ea din g

f art he r away from the highw ay s,  name ly  V i l l a g e s  nos. 3,

4, 5 and 6 of t a mb o n Theparaj, very few ch i c k e n  farms

have bee n set up. It seems that in these vi ll ag es,  which

are not so r e a d i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  to c o n v e n i e n t  road

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  most of the peo p le  c on t i nu e to engage

t h e m s e l v e s  in rice cul t iv at i on ,  and ch ic k e n farms are few

and far be tw ee n. The m a j o r i t y  of c h ic k e n farms in the
■frawet", wkieU Uad a tdgUway as cue cf tH bovver* Anc\ in i'Jcs i % \

area are c o n c e n t r a t e d  in tam b o n  ̂ Theparaj w h i c h  fo l lo w  on

from w her e t a mb o n P r aw e t  ends and are thus far t he r away

from the hi ghway.

A n o t h e r  n o t i c e a b l e  fact with regar d to the siting  of 

the p o u l t r y  farms is that farms s i tu a t ed  on the we st side 

of the P r a we t  Canal, w her e the dirt road cuts through, 

are c o n s i d e r e d  to be m uc h b et ter  si ted than farms that 

are on the east side of the canal. This is p o s s i b l y  due

to the fact that farms of the latter c a t e g o r y  are

a c c e s s i b l e  only by boat transpor t.  This me an s that 

owne rs of these farms have to pay ex tr a costs for

■ iai/wbpn
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t r a n s p o r t i n g  all their m a t e r i a l s  across to the other 

bank, since the animal  feed are e x c l u s i v e l y  d e l i v e r e d  by 

truck. W h e n  it comes to s el l i ng  thei r eggs, these

fa rme rs  again  have to t ra n s p o r t  their eggs acro ss  the 

canal in or der to get them loade d on to the truck s that

are p a r k e d  on the other side. More ov er,  they also lose

out on the p o s s i b i l i t y  of s e l li n g  their eggs to i t ine ran t  

m e r c h a n t s  who u s u a l l y  pay a hi g h er  price for the eggs but 

who i n v a r i a b l y  come ro und in their trucks at no re gu la r  

times. The m e r c h a n t s  can ea sil y stop at r o a d s i d e  farms 

to ask if there are eggs to sell. This fact may help 

e xp l ai n  why all the la r g e - s c a l e  farms are fo und only on 

the we st  side of the canal and along bo th  sides of the 

dirt road. A nd  since land al on g  the r o a d s i d e  is much  

so ugh t after, w i t h the c on s ta nt  e x p a n s i o n  of the po u l t r y  

farms, it is also f e t c h i n g  c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  h i g h e r  price.

I n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of Rice P r o d u c t i o n

Not only has there b ee n s i g n i f i c a n t  a d o p t i o n  of egg

p r o d u c t i o n  among  w e l l - t o - d o  h o u s e h o l d s  in T h epa raj  and

ne ar b y areas (the social b a c k g r o u n d  of the p r e s e n t - d a y

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  will be dealt wi th  in the fo l l o w i n g

section), but the 1970s also saw the w i d e s p r e a d  a do p ti o n  

of do ub le cropp in g, h i g h - y i e l d i n g  rice v a r i e t i e s  and an 

i n c r e a s i n g  use of c a p i t a l - i n t e n s i v e  inputs in rice

c u l t iv a ti o n . Bo th  d e v e l o p m e n t s  c o n s t i t u t e  a m aj or

h i s t o r i c a l  w a t e r s h e d  in the m e m o r i e s  of Th eparaj

vi ll a ge r s ,  since they have b r o u g h t  about m a n y ra dical

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  in the r e l at i on s  of pr o d uc t i o n ,
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t e c h n i q u e s  of p r o d u c t i o n ,  genera l p r o s p e r i t y  a c c o m p a n i e d  

by a w i d e n i n g  d i s p a r i t y  b e t w e e n  the rich and p o o r  in the 

local co mm un ity .

The 1970s up to the p r e s e n t  time has w i t n e s s e d  the 

c o n t i n u a t i o n  of the va ri o u s gov er nm en t s'  c o nc er n  to 

p r o m o t e  i n t e n s i v e  gr o wt h pattern, t e c h n o l o g i c a l

i n n o v a t i o n  and c a p i t a l - d e e p e n i n g  in a gr i c u l t u r e .  Their  

s t r a t e g y  to p r o m o t e  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  in g e ne r a l (by 

p r o v i d i n g  i n v e s t m e n t  in centives, by a d o p t i n g  r e p r e s s i v e  

la bou r and w a g e  p o l i c i e s  and e n c o u r a g i n g  the 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of capi tal  w hic h has s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

i n c r e a s e d  its con t r ol  in v a r i ou s  major  sectors) has led 

to the g r o w th  of lar g e- s c al e,  v e r t i c a l l y  i nt e g r a t e d  

a g r i - b u s i n e s s e s ,  like the a n i m a l - f e e d  in d u s t r y  and its 

r e l a t e d  e n te r p r i s e s ,  w hi l e  a se ct io n of the rural 

p o p u l a t i o n  wi th  s u f f i c i e n t  c api tal  b e ga n to ch a n n e l  their 

su rpl us  into the new ent erp r i se s ,  and in Thepa ra j the 

p a r t i c u l a r  c a p i t a l - i n t e n s i v e  e n t e r p r i s e  is

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g . More s p e c i f i c a l l y  as r e g a rd s  the po li c y  

to a c h i e v e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  gr ow th  in rice p r o d u c t i o n  

d e s i g n e d  to me et  urba n r e q u i r e m e n t s  and g e n e r a t e  an 

e x p o r t a b l e  surp lus es , the va ri ou s  g o v e r n m e n t s  since the 

1960s have set out to impro ve  and e x t e n d  the basic 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  in f ra s t r u c t u r e ,  to re s e a r c h  into new 

h i g h - y i e l d i n g  v a r i e t i e s  that wo u l d  suit local c o ndi tio ns ,  

to cre a t e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x t e n s i o n  se r v i c e s  to help 

d i s s e m i n a t e  the new ideas and tec hni q ue s ,  to p ro v i de  

i n c e n t i v e s  to p r o d u c e r s  in the form of cheap a g r i c u l t u r a l  

cred it and s u b s i d i z e d  inputs. However, at the same time,
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the r e t e n t i o n  of the taxes on rice w hi c h  is us ed to hold  

down the d o m e s t i c  rice pr i c e and has r e s u l t e d  in the

lower p r i c es  that rice p r o d u c e r s  get r e l a t i v e  to the

g oin g w o r l d  m a r k e t  rates, t o ge t h er  wi th h ig h  p r ic e s  of

m o d e r n  inputs such as c h e mi c a l fe r ti l i z e r  r e l a t i v e  to 

rice prices, w ere  am ong f a cto rs that w o r k e d  a ga ins t

a d o p t i o n  of new t e c h n o l o g i e s .  Hence, the g o v e r n m e n t ' s  

a t t e mp t  to d i s s e m i n a t e  the new rice v a r i e t i e s  in 

1 9 6 9 - 1 9 7 0  wh e n rice pri c es  were low did not meet wit h  

much success. It was not unti l 19 72 -19 73 w hen  rice

pri ce s  b e g a n  to rise due to w o r l d - w i d e  a d v e rs e  w e a t h e r  

c o n d i t i o n s  and the low supply of rice, did r i c e - f a r m e r s  

b e g i n  to ad op t d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  and h i g h - y i e l d i n g  rice 

v a r i e t i e s  in a more w i d e s p r e a d  manner.

In 1972 a few w e l l - t o - d o  r i c e - f a r m e r s  of Theparaj 

b e g a n  to e x p e r i m e n t  in a d r y - s e a s o n  crop for the first 

time as they he ar d  that in n e i g h b o u r i n g  amp h o e this was 

b e i n g  p r a c t i s e d  w it h  some success. The s p e c ia l  v a r i et i es  

of seed g ra ins  that had short v e g e t a t i v e  g r o w t h  p e r i o ds  

wer e r e q u i r e d  for the s e co n d crop and in these  early 

ye ars one of the t r a d i t i o n a l  v ar i e t i e s  c a l l e d  P h u a n g  Naak 

was adopted. The p i o n e e r s  bo u g h t  the seed gr ai n s from a 

n e a r by  a mp hoe  wh e r e  they we re b e i n g  p l a n t e d  by the peopl e  

there and grew them on small plots of land w i t h  little 

f e r t i l i z e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  and with no m o d i f i c a t i o n  in 

c u l t i v a t i o n  t e ch ni qu es.  As the secon d crop p r o v e d  to be 

a r e l i a b l e  sourc e of ad di t i o n a l  income w hil e rice prices 

were on the increase, more and more rice fa rm er s a do p t e d  

the prac ti ce.  W i t h  two crops a year, no s oon er  is the
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wet se as on ' s crop h a r v e s t e d  than the rice n u r s e r i e s  are 

again sowed for the se co n d crop. When this was ca r ri e d  

out w it h  the t r a n s p l a n t i n g  method, it m e a n t  a m a r k e d  

inc re a s e in the d e m a n d  for labour, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in tasks 

such as u pr o o ti ng ,  t r a n s p l a n t i n g  and h a r v e s t i n g ,  thus 

b e n e f i t i n g  po or  h o u s e h o l d s  wi t h  surp lus  labo ur to sell, 

w hil e r i c e - f a r m e r s  c o m p l a i n e d  that labou r costs were 

b e c o m i n g  very hi gh  on their e x p e n d i t u r e  list. By this 

time, the m u t u a l  e xc h a ng e  of labour had more or less 

d i s a p p e a r e d  and even small r i c e - f a r m e r s  n e e d e d  to rely on 

h ir e d  labour d u r i n g  peak p e r i o d s  wh i c h p r o v e d  taxin g on 

th eir scarce  cash assets; but at the same time po o r er  

h o u s e h o l d s  with s e ver al me m b e r s  could  earn ex t r a  income 

by hi r i n g  their  labour on ot her rice- fa rm s.

Ho wev er , a few years after d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  was 

i nt ro du ced , i.e. a r ou n d  1974-75, Th eparaj r i c e - f a r m e r s  

e n c o u n t e r e d  for the first time a new d i s a s t e r  in the form 

of a vi rus  p l a n t  di s e a s e  w h i c h  was bo rn e by green and 

b ro w n  g r a s s h o p p e r s .  In 19 73 /7 4 the crops w ere  r e d u c e d  by 

half, wh i l e in 1974/75 p r a c t i c a l l y  the e n ti r e crop was 

de st r oy e d . A f arm er w it h a 10 rai plot said that in that 

seaso n his fami ly m a n a g e d  to ga th er  only two small pails 

of loose grai ns from the w ho le field, w h e r e a s  in a normal 

year 200 th an g of p add y w o u l d  have been reaped. Se e in g  

their crops d i s c o l o u r i n g  and w i l t i n g  and k n o w i n g  not h i ng  

a bou t the cause of the disease, some r i c e - f a r m e r s  t rie d  

to s al vag e thei r pl a n t  by fe ed i n g it with m ore  f e rt i l iz e r  

w h i c h  n a t u r a l l y  did not bear  any effect. R i c e - f a r m e r s  

fell h e a v i l y  into debt.
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D u r i n g  the d i s ea s e  at t a ck  in 1975, e f fo r t s were made 

to r e - e s t a b l i s h  the Farmers' G ro up in Th e pa r a j.  The man 

who was b e h i n d  this move, who was later to e m e r g e  as one 

of the mo st  im p o r t a n t  local leaders, is seen by 

v i l l a g e r s  as a sel f l es s  p e rs o n who has h e l p e d  to a dv anc e  

the rice farmers' cause, i n c l u d i n g  th ei r fa rm in g 

kn ow l ed g e , t hei r l i v e l i h o o d  and their c o n f i d e n c e  to act 

in concert. K wa nch ai , son of a w e l l - t o - d o  r i c e - f a r m i n g  

fami ly and a K a s e t s a r t  u n i v e r s i t y  graduate, r e t u r n e d  to 

T hep ar aj  in 1974 wh en he d e c i d e d  to fo ll ow his fathe r's  

p r o f e s s i o n  and to apply what he had learnt to i mp ro ve  the 

p r a c t i c e  and t e c h n i q u e s  of rice c u l t i v a t i o n  w it h the hope 

of b e t t e r i n g  the ric e- fa rm e rs '  level of l iv ing  and 

income. C o n f r o n t e d  by the d i s a s t r o u s  at t ac k  on the rice 

plant, K w a n c h a i  u n d e r t o o k  to r e d e e m  the d e f u n c t  Farmers' 

Gr ou p  from its old 2,000 baht debt with his own m on ey so 

that it c ou ld r e g i s t e r  once again. If was on b eh a l f  of 

this Farmers' G r o u p  that K w a n c h a i  c o n t a c t e d  the va r io u s  

ag en c i es  such as the W e e d - P e s t  E r a d i c a t i o n  Unit and the 

T e c h n i c a l  D i v i s i o n  of the M i n i s t r y  of A g r i c u l t u r e .  Some 

of the o f f i c i a l s  he knew in p e r s on  since they were at 

u n i v e r s i t y  toge the r. As a result, he m a n a g e d  to b o r r o w  a 

n um b e r  of p e s t i c i d e  spray er s for the vil la ge r s ' use but 

u n f o r t u n a t e l y  these f ail ed  to save the rice crops. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  it was t h ro u gh  the r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  Farmers' 

G ro u p that other g o v e r n m e n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  su b s i d i e s  were 

c h a n n e l l e d  to the local r i c e - f a r m e r s  and K w a n c h a i  h im s el f  

also i nv i te d  o f f i c i a l s  to set up e x p e r i m e n t a l  plots in 

the area so as to learn more about the spe ci f ic
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c o n d i t i o n s  and p r o b l e m s  of the area and to d i s s e m i n a t e  

ideas about  new t e c h n i q u e s  and inputs, such as the 

s u i t a b l e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of ch e m i c a l  fertiliz er , insec ti ci de,  

he rb i ci d e , as we ll as the newly d e v e l o p e d  h i g h - y i e l d i n g  

rice var ie t ie s .

Af t e r  thes e two d i s a s t r o u s  years r i c e - f a r m e r s  in 

Th epa ra j b e g a n  to turn to the new h i g h - y i e l d i n g  rice 

v a r i e t i e s  that were b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d  by the Rice

D e p a r t m e n t  (RD) w h i c h  p r o v e d  re s i s t a n t  to the di se ase

c a r r i e d  by the gr een  and b ro wn  g r a s s h op p e rs .  The RD

v a r i e t i e s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  b e i n g  adopted, w h i c h  w e r e m o d e l l e d  

after those d e v e l o p e d  by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Rice R e s e a r c h  

I n s t i t u t e  in the P h i l i p pi n e s,  are n o n - p h o t o p e r i o d  

sen si t i ve ,  m a t u r e  in 120 days, and in Th ep ar aj the new 

var ie t i es '  y i e ld s were a r ou n d  50-70 th a n g  per r a i , 

c o m p a r e d  w i t h the 20-30 t ha ng p r o d u c e d  by the t r a d i t i o n a l  

va ri e ti e s . Wi t h  the new vari et ie s, rice p l a n t s  ne e d e d  to 

be d e n s e l y  p l a n t e d  and t ur n e d  out to be more

l a b o u r - c o n s u m i n g  than ever before. With the t r a d i t i o n a l  

rice v a r i e t i e s  a p e r s o n  c ou ld t r a n s p l a n t  about  2-3 rai in

a day, w h e r e a s  wi t h the new v a r ie t i es  a day's w o r k  w ou l d

c o m p l e t e  only 3/4 r a i . Since the rice p o p u l a t i o n  was 

d en s e r  wi th  the c u l t i v a t i o n  of the new va ri e ti e s , more

labour was also d e m a n d e d  in the u p r o o t i n g  of the yo un g

p l a nt s  and at harv es t. D u r i n g  these p eak  labou r d e ma n d  

p e r i o d s  r i c e - f a r m e r s  were faced with the p r o b l e m  of 

se ver e s h o r t a g e s  of h ir e d  labour. C o m p e t i t i o n  to hire 

labour w o u l d  d e v e l o p  and in turn drove up the pri c es  of 

labou r at p ea k  times. L a bo u r  cost was r a n k e d  amon g the
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two h i g h e s t  in the r i c e - f a r m e r s  e x p e n d i t u r e  list, 

a c c o u n t i n g  for ab out 30-35% the total cost, w i t h  ch emi ca l  

f e r t i l i z e r  ta ki n g  up r o u g h l y  the same share of the 

e x p e n d i t u r e .

R i c e - f a r m e r s  we re  thus eager to find ways to 

inc re a se  their p r o f i t  m a r g i n  by r e d u c i n g  t he ir p r o d u c t i o n  

costs. R e d u c i n g  the a mou nt of f e r t i l i z e r  us ed  was not a 

viabl e a l t e r n a t i v e  since the r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  of the new 

rice v a r i e t y  to f e r t i l i z e r  me an t that y i e l d s  w ou l d  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  decline. Thus, wh en  news a bo ut a novel 

p l a n t i n g  t e c h n i q u e  w h i c h  was more l a b o u r - s a v i n g  and w hic h  

was b e i n g  p r a c t i s e d  in a no t h er  amphoe r e a c h e d  T h e p a r a j , a 

few of the w e a l t h y  r i c e - f a r m e r s  went all the way to 

amphoe  B a n g n a m p r i e o  in order to hire far m er s  from there 

to b r o a d c a s t  rice on their fields at a fee of 10 baht per 

r a i . W h e n the re su lt s  t ur n e d  out to be s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  the 

w e a l t h y  r i c e - f a r m e r s  p r o c e e d e d  to have all of their land 

l e v e l l e d  up to make way for an all- out  a d o p t i o n  of the 

new te chn iq ue.

Gr ad u a l l y ,  the new b r o a d c a s t i n g  te c h n i q u e  sp re a d and 

from 1 97 7-7 8 o n w a r d s  it b e ca m e  a p r e d o m i n a n t  p r a c t i c e  

am on g  rice far m er s in the Thepa raj  and ne a r b y  areas for 

f arm er s to see that it could  reduce  their labour cost 

qu ite  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from abou t 30-35% of the total cost 

down to 20%, w h i l e  yi el d s  r e m a i n e d  more or less the same. 

The new b r o a d c a s t i n g  m e t h o d  is ge n e r a l l y  c a l l e d  Na W aa n  

Na m T o m , i n d i c a t i n g  a d ir ect  sowing  of seed on to 

s a t u r a t e d  but d r a i n e d  soil. The m e t h o d  does not r eq uir e  

t r a n s p l a n t i n g  and farmers t h e r ef or e  no long er  need  to
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raise s e e d l i n g s  in n u r s er y  beds or to u p r o o t  and 

t r a n s p l a n t  them, and this cut down the cost by about 

one-h alf , as it has done away wi th  u p r o o t i n g  and

t r a n s p l a n t i n g  wh ic h  h i t h e r t o  had been tasks that c re a t ed  

pe ak d e m an d s  for labour. W i th  the new m e t h o d  the

u p r o o t e d  rice seeds are sown s tr ai g h t  on to a p r e p a r e d  

field. T he n the w at e r  is d r a i n e d  and the f ie ld is left 

w i t h o u t  w a t e r  for 5-7 days for the seeds to take root.

Af te r  this, w at er  is p u m p e d  in, kept at a d ep t h  of 2.5-4

cm. and then g r a d u a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  to keep up wi th  the 

p l a n t ' s  growth. E s s e n t i a l  to this t ec hn iq ue,  there for e,  

is the a b i li t y  to c on tro l the wa t er  level in the field 

w it h  r e q u i r e d  p r ec i s i o n .  In addition, a w e l l - l e v e l l e d  

f i e l d - s u r f a c e  is also a no t h e r  p r e c o n d i t i o n  for success. 

This has r e s u l t e d  in the la nd sca pe b e i n g  a l te r ed  

somewhat. F i el d s  were once di v i d e d  into in d i v i d u a l  

plots, each b e i n g  s u r r o u n d e d  by c a r e f u l l y - m a i n t a i n e d  

dykes so as to ho l d  wa t e r  for the p e r i o d  of the plants' 

growth. Wi t h the new t e c h n i q u e s  of pl a nt i n g,  it pr ov es  

mor e vi a b l e  to level out a w id e r  area of land and most of 

the dykes were removed, le av i n g one dyked, big, e x t e n si v e  

and w e l l - l e v e l l e d  plot, that renders w a te r  c o n t r o l  easie r 

and more e f f e c t i v e  (see also, Tip aporn, 1976).

No soon er  ha d the chang e in c u l t i v a t i o n  te c h n i q u e  

taken pl a c e than fu r th e r  m e c h a n i z a t i o n  was adopted. In

197 7- 7 8 r i c e - f a r m e r s  in Theparaj b e g a n  to a b a nd o n  

t h r e s h i n g  th ei r p ad d y  w i t h  tr ac to r s  wh e n  new 

r i c e - t h r e s h e r s  came on to the market. The new t h r e s h i n g  

ma c h i n e  not only r e l ie ve s  labour du r i n g  the busy p e r io d
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w h e n  pa d d y  ne eds h a rv es t in g ,  t r an s p or t i ng , and threshing, 

it also s h or t e n s  the actua l t h r e s h i n g  time wh i c h pr ov es  

v a l u a b l e  w he n f arm ers  are in a hurry to sell off their 

pa d d y  and start p r e p a r i n g  land again for their  next crop, 

as well as d o i n g  away wi th the task of w i n n o w i n g  

a l t o ge t h er ,  since the m a c h i n e  also se p ar a t es  p a d d y  grains 

from straw. F u r t h e r  labour  time and cost are sa ved as 

the p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h r e s h i n g  floor is done away with, and 

the mo v a b l e  t h r e s h e r  can op er a t e right on the dry fiel d  

or on the roads ide , t h e re b y  s av ing  labou r time and the 

cost of h a v i n g  to carry  p a d d y  from the fi el d to the 

t h r e s h i n g  floor. Fa r m e r s  say that not only can they save 

the cost of t h r e s h i n g  by o n e - h a l f  with the use of the 

t h r e s h i n g  m a c h i n e  c o m p a r e d  with th r e s h i n g  by tractor, but 

the t h r e s h e d  grain s also come out in a b e t t e r  co ndition, 

as t ra c t o r s  tend  to pr o d u c e  a high rate of b r o k e n  grains 

w hi c h  in turn reduc e the price. The su cc ess  of t h r e s h i n g  

m a c h i n e s  has led a small nu mb er  of w e a l t h y  rice farmers

in Thepa ra j to buy their own m a c h i n e s  and rent them out

to the rest of the r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  af ter they 

have f i n i s h e d  wi t h  their own t h r e s h i n g  (see also 

Chi ra p ha ,  1980).

L ike  the t w o - w h e e l e d  tractors, the r i c e - t h r e s h i n g  

m a c h i n e s  that are in cur r e nt  use by Thepa ra j rice farmers 

are b e in g  m a n u f a c t u r e d  locally by firms l o ca t e d in amphoe 

M u e a n g  of C h a c h o e n g s a o  provi nc e,  some of wh i c h  are

a lr e a d y  in the b u s i n e s s  of m a n u f a c t u r i n g  tr a c t o r s  and

othe r farm m a c h i n e r y  eq uipment. The v a ri o us  v e rs i o n s  of 

t h r e s h e r s  have be en  d e v e l o p e d  and g r a d u a l l y  m o d i f i e d  to
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suit local c o n d i t i o n s  by a g o v e r n m e n t  agency, the 

A g r i c u l t u r a l  E n g i n e e r i n g  D i v i s i o n  of the M i n i s t r y  of 

A g r i c u l t u r e  and C o - o p e r a t i v e s ,  wh ic h has be e n  w o r k i n g  in 

close c o - o p e r a t i o n  wi th  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Rice R e s e a r c h  

I n s t i t u te  and has d i s s e m i n a t e d  the newly d e v e l o p e d  mode ls  

to local m a n u f a c t u r e r s .

The State

The l a r g e - s c a l e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  in the levels of rice 

p r o d u c t i o n  in r e c e nt  years  seems to have be e n p o ss i b l e  

b oth  ow i ng  to and in spite of the state's policy, wh ic h  

aims at r a i s i n g  the p r o d u c t i v i t y  of rice p r o d u c t i o n

w i t h o u t  i n c r e a s i n g  the final p ric es  to con su me r s , so as

to keep the level of ur ban  w age s low for the be n e f i t  of 

the i n d u s t r i a l  sector. The state's ge n e r a l  bias in

favou r of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  its po l i cy  of d e p r e s s i n g  the 

d o m e s t i c  rice price, its ch em ic a l  f e r t i l i z e r s  po l ic y

w h i c h  has c r e a t e d  a m o n o p o l i s t i c  control over f e r t i l i z e r  

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  and ma rk e t in g,  have all w o r k e d  to the 

d i s a d v a n t a g e  of the fa rm in g  pop u l at i o n.  Yet, at the same 

time, the state can also be seen to have s t r e n g t h e n e d  the 

i n t e r s e c t o r a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  the forms of p r o d u c t i v e  

and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  finan ce  capital, and the m o d e r n i z i n g  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  sector. Fi r s t of all, it has c r e a t e d  the

ba sic  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n f r as tr u ct u r e,  for instance,

l a r g e - s c a l e  i r r i g a t i o n  syst ems  w hic h h ave  gre a t ly  

e x p a n d e d  i r r i g a t e d  areas, s t a b i l i z e d  w ate r s u p p li e s  and 

made w at e r  co n tr o l  more efficient, w h i c h  has pr o v e d  

e ss e n t i a l  p r e c o n d i t i o n s  for the a d o p t i o n  of double
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c r o p p i n g  and h i g h - y i e l d i n g  rice varie ti es ; its r e s e a r c h  

and d e v e l o p m e n t  of new h i g h - y i e l d i n g  rice va rie ti e s,  

m e c h a n i z e d  f a r m i n g  equ ipm ent , its a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x t e n s i o n  

and d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of the new t e c h no l o gy ,  its

a n t i - p e s t / w e e d  pr o g r a m m e s ,  etc,, wh ic h t o g e t h e r  make up a 

b asi c f r a m e w o r k  in wh i c h  fur t he r  i n n o v a t i o n  and 

c a p i t a l i z a t i o n  in rice p r o d u c t i o n  coul d take place.

S ec on dl y, in a more d i re c t  m an ner  the state has 

itself a t t e m p t e d  to pr o v i d e  farmers wi t h  p r o d u c t i o n  

i nc e n t i v e s  l a rg e l y t h ro u gh  its s u b s i d i z e d  credit  

p r o g r a m m e  so as to fa c i l i t a t e  the farmers' a d o p t i o n  of 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  c a p i t a l i z e d  p r o d u c t i o n  input s and

tec hn i qu e s . F u r t h e r m o r e ,  from 1975, c o m m e r c i a l  banks, 

too, have b ee n e n c o u r a g e d  to e a r ma r k  a p o r t i o n  of their 

funds as a g r i c u l t u r a l  credit, and c o n d i t i o n s  have been 

set to secure a g u a r a n t e e  from newly e s t a b l i s h e d  rural 

b r a n c h e s  of c o m m e r c i a l  b an ks to ex te n d no less than 20% 

of each b r a n c h ' s  total d ep o si t s  to local a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p r o d u c e r s  (APRACA, 1982: 9). The re c e nt  ye a rs  thus

w i t n e s s e d  an e x p a n s i o n  of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f ina nce  ca pi tal  

(with the state and c o m m e r c i a l  bank s as credito rs ) into 

the c ou n t r y ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  sector. This can be seen from 

the fact that in the C e nt ra l  Re g i o n  in 1957, only 10% of 

i n d e b t e d  fa r me r s  o b t a i n e d  credit  from fi n an ci a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  and 90% from pr i v a t e  sources; by 1978/79, 

60.3% were  r e l y i n g  on i n s t i t u t i o n a l  cred it  wh i l e  39.7% 

were o b t a i n i n g  n o n - i n s t i t u t i o n a l  credit (Wittayakorn, 

1982: 117). The am ou n t  of total i n s t i t u t i o n a l  credit

i n c r e a s e d  from 2,000 m i l l i o n  baht in 1974 to over 19,000
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m i l l i o n  b aht  in 1979, out of w h i c h  44% was p r o v i d e d  by

c o m m e r c i a l  ba nks  (BAAC A n n u al  Report, 1979: 65) .

However, the i n s t i t u t i o n a l  credi t has al wa y s  be en

se l e c t i v e  by region, p ro d u c e  and farm size and its

b e n e f i t s  have l a r ge l y  a c c r u e d  to the w e a l t h y  s e ct i o n of

the a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o p ul a t io n.  Thus, in 19 77 - 7 8 the

r ic h e s t  and more c o m m e r c i a l i z e d  Centr al R e g i o n  gets 40%

of all the cr ed it from the st ate's cr e di t  ins ti tu ti o n,

the BAAC, and the p o o r e s t  p r o v i n c e  of U b o l r a t c h a t h a n i
of

re c e i v e d  ' 10 t i m e s A the B A A C 's a g r i c u l t u r a l

c red it  than the w e a l t h y  p r o v i n c e  of R a t c h a b u r i  (Sornsan, 

1980: 126-128). At the same time, w i t h i n  a p a r t i c u l a r

area that has access  to i n s t i t u t i o n a l  credit, it has 

g e n e r a l l y  be en the case that w e a l t h y  h o u s e h o l d s  wit h good 

c o l l a t e r a l  have b ee n the ma jor  b e n e f i c i a r i e s ,  w hi le poor

h o u s e h o l d s  have c o n t i n u e d  to rely on p r i v a t e  loans wi th

h i g h er  rates of interest. In Th eparaj one finds that all 

the p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  h o us e h ol d s , all the w e a l t h y

r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  and 50% of the mi dd le  

r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  have access to i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

credit, wh i l e all of the po or  r i c e - f a r m e r s  have to rely

on m e r c h a n t s  and p r i v a t e  m o n e y l e n d e r s  for cr e d it  in kind

and loans.

In c o n n e c t i o n  wi t h this, the state's

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  p o l i c y  has p r o v i d e d  i n v e s t m e n t

i n c e n t i v e s  to a g r i c u l t u r e - r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  as well as 

a g r i b u s i n e s s e s ,  ag ain with d ire ct b e n e f i t s  te n d i n g  to be

c o n c e n t r a t e d  in the hands of la r g e - s c a l e  e n t er p r i se s .

Since the 1970s up unti l now, there has thus been a
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p e r i o d  of r a p i d  e x p a n s i o n s  of i n du s t ri e s  p r o c e s s i n g  food 

and raw m a t e r i a l s  from a gr ic u lt u r e,  a g r i - b u s i n e s s e s  such 

as anima l feed industry, and in the m a r k e t i n g  of such 

pr od u ct s ,  as well  as a t en d e nc y  to w ar d s  a few big

c om p a n i e s  i n c r e a s i n g  thei r co n tr o l  over a p a r t i c u l a r  

i n d u s t r y  and the market. Some of the new

a g r i - b u s i n e s s e s  have a t t e m p t e d  to take over the 

p r o d u c t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  pr o d u c e  and raw m a t e r i a l s  

t h e m s e l v e s  in or der  to a ch ie v e cost e f f e c t i v e n e s s  and a 

close s y n c h r o n i z a t i o n  b e t w e e n  h a rv e st  and p ro c e s s i n g ,  

e.g. big p i n e a p p l e  and some other  fruits and animal  feed 

c o m p a n i e s  w h i c h  o p e r a t e  their own l ar g e - s c a l e  pl a n ta t i o n;  

wh ile  a large n u mb e r  of othe r a g r i - b u s i n e s s  e n t e r p r i s e s  

have  r e t a i n e d  a m or e ind i r ec t  contro l over a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s e s  w it h p r o d u c e r s  r e t a i n i n g  their  land 

own er s h ip ,  but the compa ni es , thr ou g h such a s ys t e m  as 

c o n t r a c t  farming, have a m e r c a n t i l e  c o n t r o l  over

p r o d u c t i o n  and ma rke t i ng , e.g. the r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  

small s u g a r - c a n e  growe rs  and sugar fa ct or ies , b e t w e e n  

a n i m a l - f e e d  i n d u s t r i e s  and sm a l l - s c a l e  p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s . 

At the same time, the recent  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  

s t r a t e g y  has also gi ven rise to new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  of 

f u r t h e r  a c c u m u l a t i o n ,  for c e rt a i n m e mb e r s of the rural 

rich in some areas also have d e v e l o p e d  t h e m s e l v e s  into 

c a p i t a l i s t  f a rme rs o p e r a t i n g  their farms wi t h  wage 

labo ure rs , a hi gh  level of m e c h a n i z a t i o n  and capit al

i n t e ns i v e inputs, as is the case of the b ig p o ul tr y

fa rme rs  in Th ep ar a j.  In turn, the i n c r e a s i n g

a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  has p e r m i t t e d  a rapid
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pr o c e s s  of a c c u m u l a t i o n  in i n d u s t r i e s  p r o d u c i n g  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  inputs and farm mac hi n er y ?  some have also 

r e c e i v e d  di r e c t  p r o m o t i o n  p r i v i l e g e s  from the state and 

some not, as well  as m a r k e t i n g  firms. The recent

a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  st ra t e g y  can thus be seen to 

c o n t r i b u t e  to the s t r e n g t h e n i n g  of the l i nk a g es  be t w e e n  

the m o d e r n i z i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  sectors and p r o d u c t i v e  

c a p i t a l .

However, the r e l a t i v e l y  more li be ra l p ol i t i c a l  

cli ma t e in 1 9 7 3- 19 7 6 and from the end of 1977 onwards, 

g i v i n g  more o p p o r t u n i t y  for the lower c l a s s es  to air 

their g r i e v a n c e s  more op en ly  as well as p r o d u c i n g  a 

se rie s of g e n er al  ele cti on s,  has to some e x te n t  r e s u l t e d  

in recen t g o v e r n m e n t s  a d o p t i n g  cer t a in  p o l i c i e s  that 

wo u l d  win them votes of the rural masses, a l t h o u g h  the 

p r o n o u n c e d  o b j e c t i v e s  of social justice and e q u a l i t y  have 

had littl e ef f ec t  in prac tic e, with no f un d a m e n t a l  

cha ng e s in the e x i s t i n g  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  and po w e r  

p at te rn s. I m p o r t a n t  am ong their p o l i c i e s  t o wa r d s the

a g r i c u l t u r a l  secto r is fi rs t l y the t a m b on  d e v e l o p m e n t  

scheme, w h i c h  was first i n t r o d u c e d  by the Ku k r it

g o v e r n m e n t  in 1975 and has since come to be k no wn by

v ar i ou s  names, such as the "H goe n P h a n " scheme, the 

"Sch eme  for the R e c o v e r y  of the Rural E c o n o m y  Hit by 

N at u r a l  D i s a s t e r "  (during the K r i a n g s a k  g o ver nm en t)  and 

the "Rural Job C r e a t i o n  Schem e"  (during the P re m 

g o v e r n me nt ) , has the of f i c i a l  o b j e c t i v e  of c r ea t i n g  

o f f - s e a s o n  e m p l o y m e n t  for the rural p o p u l a t i o n  th ro ug h  

di re c t gr a nt s  p r o v i d e d  by the central g o v e r n m e n t  to all
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the t a mb o n in the country. Large funds have  been 

a l l o c a t e d  for the purpo se : 2,500 m i l l i o n  baht in 1975,

3,500 m i l l i o n  in 1976, 1980 and 1981. In general,

b e n e f i t s  of the scheme  tend to be c o n c e n t r a t e d  among a

small s e c t i o n  of rich and p o w e r f u l  mem be r s of the tambon

who us u a l l y  as su m e  p o s i t i o n s  of h e a d me n  or sit on local 

t am b o n  cou nc ils , but in some lo ca l it i e s there e xis t also 

local leaders who i de n ti fy  w it h  the po or e r s t ra t a  of the 

people. W h at  is ce r t a i n  is that the ta mb on d e v e l o p m e n t  

p r o j e c t  has s t r e n g t h e n e d  the power, in f l ue n c e and in many 

cases the fi n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  of the c o un c i l c o m m it t e e  

me mbe rs , who are in the p o s i t i o n  to d e ci d e  on what 

s pe c i f i c  local p r o j e c t s  to undertak e,  to s u p e r v i s e  the 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  to selec t o u ts i d e c o n t r a c t o r s  and 

lab ou r e rs  to be e m p l o y e d  (see Krirkiat, 1975? Thongrot, 

1981; Ch ant a n a,  1984; Anan, 1983: 36 6-569). In

Thep ara j,  the p r o j e c t s  c a r r i e d  out in 197 5 - 76  i n vo l v e d  

man y cases of c u r r u p t i o n  and e m b e z z l e m e n t  of funds, both  

on the part of some ta m bo n c ou nci l co m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  and 

g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  who a ct ed as a d v i s e r s  of the 

c om mi tt ee.  M a n y  v i l l a g e r s  who were h i r e d  in some 

p r o j e c t s  c o m p l a i n e d  that they did not get p a i d  at all for 

their w or k be c a u s e  the m o ne y  was e m b e z z l e d  by c o m m it t e e  

m em b e r s  in charge, in c l u d i n g  the ka mn a n  who were also 

g e t t i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  b ri be mo n e y  from o ut sid e c o n t r a c t o r s f 

wh il e  those wh o we re  not i nv ol v ed  in the p r o j e c t s  

c o m p l a i n e d  that c o m m i t t e e  me m b e r s  were very b i a s e d  in

their s e l e c t i o n  of work ers . In recent years  Theparaj

t amb o n c o un cil  has been c o m p o s e d  of mo re  c o m m i t t ee
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m e m b e r s  w i t h  "clean hands"; thus e m b e z z l e m e n t  and 

c o r r u p t i o n  have b e c om e  m uc h rarer, a l th o u gh  m e m b e r s  are 

still p r e d o m i n a n t l y  f ro m the w e a l t h y  se c t i o n  of the 

locality, rich p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s , r i c e - f a r m e r s  and traders. 

And p r o j e c t s  still r e f le c t  and lar g el y  serve the 

in te r es t s  of this group. At the same time, the fact that 

the ta mb o n  p r o j e c t s  are still very much s u b j e c t e d  to the 

s u p e r v i s i o n  and a p pr o v a l  of p r o v i n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and 

are to o p er a te  w i t h i n  c e rt a i n u n i f o r m  r e g u l a t i o n s  set by 

the c ent ra l g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  me ans that sp ec if i c  

local c o n d i t i o n s  are of ten  ove rl ook ed.  Hence, in some 

years  local w o r k e r s  are not p r e p a r e d  to take on the 

ta mbo n c o un c i l w o r k b e c a u s e  the wage s b ei n g  p a i d  are less 

than the go i n g  da i l y  wage they are ge tting. Such

n e g l i g e n c e  can also be seen in the gener al p o l i c y  of the 

g o v e r n m en t s , w h e r e b y  the total tambo n d e v e l o p m e n t  funds 

are a l l o c a t e d  to each t a m b o n , re g a r d l e s s  of size and 

wealth. As such the scheme, w hi ch  can be said to 

c o n s t i t u t e  a new s i g n i f i c a n t  way to c ha nne l p u b l i c  funds 

d i r e c t l y  to the rura l areas, m ig ht have  done little to 

a l l e v i a t e  w e a l t h  and income d i s p a r i t i e s  e i t he r  am on g the 

d i f f e r e n t  reg i on s  and localit ie s, or a mo ng the d i f f e r e n t  

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  st r a ta  of pe o p l e  w i t h i n  ea ch  of the 

t a m b o n .

A n o t h e r  p o l i c y  w h i c h  has been p u r s u e d  by the recent  

g o v e r n m e n t s  is the rice price s u p p o r t / g u a r a n t e e  p r o g r a m m e  

w hi c h  is m ea n t  to help rice farmers obt a i n r e a s o n a b l e  

p r i c es  for their p r o d u c e  t h ro u g h the g o v e r n m e n t ' s  

i n t e r v e n t i o n  in the mar ke t in g .  The p o l i c y  of rice pric e
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s u p p or t  was first i n t r o d u c e d  in 1965-66, but u nti l 1974 

it had had very litt le effect  due to l im it e d funds b ein g  

a l l o c a t e d  for the purpose, lack of fa ci li ti e s,  age nc i es  

and b a c k - u p  s ch eme s to rende r an ef f e c t i v e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  

wh ile  at times the su p po r t  p ri c e s  tu r n ed  out to be lower 

than wh at  the m a r k e t  was o f f e r r i n g  (Ammar, 1975: 

243-244; Saneh, 1981: 30-32). Fr om 1975 onwa rds , after

the 1974 Farmers' W e l f a r e  F un d Act was passed, the rice 

p ric e s u p p or t  p r o g r a m m e  has come to be f i n a n c e d  by this 

newly e s t a b l i s h e d  Fund, wh i ch  is larg el y r a i s e d  from rice 

and sugar prem ia , and the M a r k e t i n g  O r g a n i z a t i o n  for 

Fa r m e r s  was e s t a b l i s h e d  as a p r i n c i p a l  a gen cy  to

a d m i n i s t e r  the rice price s upp or t scheme. Hence, for the 

very first time since its intr odu ct ion , the 80% of the 

rice p r e m i u m  was set aside as the Farmers' W e l f a r e  Fund  

and only 20% w e n t  to the Treas ury , whe r ea s p r e v i o u s l y  the 

T r e a s u r y  us ed  to have the wh ole  amount of the premium. 

In s u b s e q u e n t  years  from 1976 onwards, the to tal of rice 

and sugar p r e m i a  has all gone to the Farmers' W e lf a re

Fund. B e t w e e n  1975 and 1979 the rice price

s u p p o r t / g u a r a n t e e  scheme has most of the F und 's share,

i.e. 42.15% and most of this has been spent on p u r c h a s i n g  

rice at a s u pp o r t pr i c e d i r e c t l y  from fa r me rs  (Rangsan, 

1980: 18-31). This m ea s u r e  , when e ff ect iv e, co u l d yi el d

d i r e ct  b e n e f i t s  to r i c e - f a r m e r s  and in 19 75 /7 6 wh en  the 

Ku kr i t  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  g u a r a n t e e d  price  was h i gh e r  than the 

go i n g  m a rk e t  pr i c e  by a few h u n d r e d  baht per ton, (Saneh, 

1981: 50), Thep ara j rice fa rme rs  who were lucky e no ugh  to

take part in the scheme say that this was one of their
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b est  years and b e g a n  to th ink that rice f a r m i n g  could  

af te r  all be a secur e and p r o f i t a b l e  bu si ne s s , e s p e c i a l l y  

w he n  they had two crops to sell yearly. Howev er , in 

s u b s e q u e n t  ye ar s from 1977 to 1981, the sc h e me  has had 

little ef f ec t  b e c a u s e  the g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p u r c h a s e  p ri ces  

have not b e e n  m uc h d i f f e r e n t  and at times lower than 

m a r k e t  prices, wh i le  the a mou nt of pa d d y  b e i n g  sold at 

s u p p o r t / g u a r a n t e e  pr ic e has been  very small. On ly  2.23% 

of the total p a d d y  p r o d u c e d  came under the scheme in 

197 5-7 6 (Somphop, 1981: 69), 1.02% in 1976-77, 1.26% in

1978-79, and 7.86% in 1980-91 (Saneh, 1982: 38-44). The

o v e ra l l  f a il u r e of this scheme has been c o m p o u n d e d  by the 

i n e f f i c i e n c y  of the g o v e r n m e n t  a ge nci es invo lv ed,  whose  

fr eq u e n t  d e l a y e d  ac ti o n me ans that farme rs  do not have 

any or much  rice left to sell to the g o v e r n m e n t  by the 

time the schem e is launched. Me a n wh il e , b e n e f i t s  from 

the sc hem e seem more as s u r e d  to other par t ie s,  e s p e c i a l l y  

the r i c e - m i l l e r s  on w h o m  the g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  de pe n d  

for th eir  st or a g e barns  to keep the rice b o u g h t  from 

farmers, and who could p r of i t not only in the form of 

br ans  and b r o k e n  rice, b y - p r o d u c t s  of the d e p o s i t e d  rice 

that they are c o n t r a c t e d  to mill, but also from the 

v a r i ou s  ex p e n s e s  they coul d char ge the r i c e - f a r m e r s  who 

sell th e m rice un de r  this scheme, e.g. far m er s  have to 

pay for t r a n s p o r t  cost, c o nv e y o r  belt fees, and d e d u c t i o n  

is made from  the rice p ric e for impur it ies , etc. This is 

wh y rice m i l l e r s  alway s try to get t h e m s e l v e s  i n vo l v e d  in 

the r i c e - s u p p o r t  s che me  and are often p r e p a r e d  to bribe 

o f f i c i a l s  c o n c e i v e d  to get the contract. As re g ar d s  rice
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farme rs the m s el ve s , be n e f i t s  that may be o b t a i n e d  from 

the rice s u p p or t  scheme by no means ac c r u e  to rice 

fa rme rs  ac r os s  the board, but g e ne r a ll y p oo r farmers who 

have to sell th eir rice to m e r c h a n t s  right afte r ha rv e s t  

to pay off thei r debt are ge n e r a l l y  not so w e l l - p l a c e d  to 

p a r t i c i p a t e  in the scheme as rich farmers.

The p r o c e s s  of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  

of a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o du c t io n ,  wh ic h  has gre a t ly  

a cc e l er a t ed ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  since 1960, has to a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  d e gr ee  b een  p r o m o t e d  and c o n s o l i d a t e d  by the 

Thai state. This has g iv en rise to e x p a n d i n g

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for both for ei g n and d o m e s t i c  ca pi ta l to 

invest in a v a r i e t y  of new ind ustries. C o n c u r r e n t l y ,  the 

a d o p t i o n  of n ew c a p i t a l - i n t e n s i v e  t e c h n o l o g y  in 

r i c e - f a r m i n g  and in p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  has fo rg ed  much  

c los er  links b e t w e e n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  and the 

a g r o - i n d u s t r i a l  complex. Ow i n g  to the p r e - e x i s t i n g

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  those who are w e l l - p l a c e d  

to take a d v a n t a g e  of the new a c c u m u l a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

are u s u a l l y  the m e r c h a n t s  and ban k e rs  w h o s e  e c ono mic  

p o s i t i o n  has be en  e n t r e n c h e d  from p r e v i o u s  trends in 

T h a i l a n d ' s  de v e l o p m e n t .  This applie s to both the

n at i o n a l  and the v i l l a g e  levels. In T h e p a r a j , rich 

m e r ch a n ts , m i l l e r s  and m o n e y l e n d e r s  are the p e o pl e  who 

have bee n able to b u il d  up furth er  p r of i t  by c h a n n e l l i n g  

their ca pi tal  into the h i gh l y c a p i t a l i z e d  e n t e r p r i s e  of 

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g . A m o n g  r i c e - f a r m i n g  vi lla ge r s,  those who 

have b e n e f i t e d  mos t from the new s it u a ti o n  tend to be the 

a lr e ad y  w e a l t h y  vi ll age rs . Bec a u se  of the p r e - e x i s t i n g



251

u ne q ua l  acces s to the va ri ou s c o m po n e nt s  of the m o de r n  

c a p i t a l - i n t e n s i v e  type of a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  the 

re cen t tr e n d  in T h a i l a n d ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t  seems to have set 

the rich and p o o r vi l l a g e r s  of Theparaj m or e w i d e l y  apart 

than ever before.
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C H A P T E R  6 

T H E P A R A J  IN THE EARLY 1980S

The Thepa ra j of 1981-82 was t h r i v i n g  in an 

a t m o s p h e r e  of p r o s p e r i t y  and o p t i m i s m  and v i l l a g e r s  seem 

to be at one in their o p i n io n  that the ma j o r  w a t e r s h e d  in 

their local h i s t o r y  has been the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of

d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  and p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g ,  and there is no 

d oub t that since their i n t r o d u c t i o n  there has been a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c re a s e in the general w e a l t h  of local 

pe op l e  of all strata, i n c l u d i n g  the poor, w ho  have also 

b e n e f i t e d  from the ove r al l  incr ea se in wage e m p l o y m e n t  

and in the level of wages, ow ing to the peak

l a b o u r - d e m a n d  p er i o ds  in the d o u b l e - c r o p  cycle of rice 

cu lt i v at i o n.  M u c h  of this w e a l t h  could be r e a d i l y  seen.

In recent years, the m a j o r i t y  of the ho us es  in Vi lla ge

no. 2 have had e xt e n s i v e  r e pai rs with new roofs, walls

and f l o o r b o a r d  r e p l a c i n g  old ones, whil e ma ny  have been 

en larged. A lot of the w a g e - l a b o u r i n g  h o u s e h o l d s

r e c e n t l y  a c q u i r e d  a number of mod e rn  l u x ur i e s  like 

e le c t r i c  r i c e - c o o k e r s  and t e l e v i s i o n  sets, w hil e in an 

a ve ra ge  r i c e - f a r m i n g  ho us eh old , one can also find, apart 

from these, a r e f r i g er a t o r,  a s ewi ng m a c h i n e  and 

s o m et i m e s a s ter eo  set as well. F u r t h er mo r e,  the recent 

incr eas e in d e m a n d  for labour also m e an t  a d e c l i n e  in the 

nu mb e r of m e m b e r s  of poor  h o u s e h o l d s  who left the v il lag e  

du ri n g  the o f f - s e a s o n  to seek work in towns. On the 

contrary, in recent  years a n um ber  of h o u s e h o l d s  that 

went to B a n g k o k  and other big towns to hire t h e m se l v es
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out as wage lab ourers, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in the 1950s and 

1960s, had r e t u r n e d  to the vi ll a g e as they he a rd  of the 

b e t te r  p r o s p e c t  of wage work, both in the rice fields and 

in the rap i dl y  e x p a n d i n g  b us i ne s s  of p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g .  At 

the same time, r i c e - f a r m e r s  in the area fo und that they 

ra rel y ne e de d  to p l ed g e  their land for credi t as before. 

A nd some ten a nt s  were even able to ac qu ir e land of their 

own. They  fo un d that the si t u a t i o n  of ch ronic

i n d e b t e d n e s s  w h i c h  p r e v i o u s l y  often r e s u l t e d  in land 

losses, was s e ld o m the case in the 1981- 82  situ at ion , and 

that the loans in cash or in kind that they i nc u r r e d  at 

the b e g i n i n g  of the crops cycle, they c oul d g e n er a ll y  

repay at ha rvest. As for the b e t t e r - o f f  h o u s e h o l d s  who 

had c h a n n e l l e d  their i n v es t me nt  into the even more 

p r o f i t a b l e  b u s i n e s s  of r ai s i n g  hens for eggs, the recent 

years saw their w e a l t h  and income i n c re a si ng  in leaps and 

bounds, p a r t i c u l a r l y  the few large farms w h i c h  c o n t i n u e d  

to e x pa n d the scale of their operation, and came to be 

the mos t o u t s t a n d i n g  la nd mar k in the Theparaj rural scene 

by the b e g i n n i n g  of the pr e s e n t  decade.

D e s p i t e  the ge ne r a l a t m o sp h e re  of p ro s p e r i t y ,  the 

gap b e t w e e n  the rich and poor in Theparaj s e em e d  to be 

w i d e n i n g  even further. However, the na tu r e of

p r e s e n t - d a y  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  also diffe rs  from that of the 

p r e - 1 9 6 0 s  in ce rt a i n basic aspects. In the 1950s, when  

Theparaj was a p r e d o m i n a n t l y  r i c e - g r o w i n g  area and local 

pe opl e we re d e r i v i n g  their income from a c t i vi t i es  

c o n n e c t e d  w it h r i c e - f a r m i n g  in one ca p a c i t y  or another, 

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  was ta ki ng  place in a ge n er a l  c li mat e of
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in sta bi lit y. F l u c t u a t i n g  rice p r o d u c t i o n  and rice prices 

that had of te n been kept down by v a r i o us  g o ve r n m e n t  

controls, co u p l e d  with low p r o d u c t i o n  forces, me an t that 

rice p r o d u c t i o n  g e n e r a l l y  o f f e r r e d  r e l a t i v e l y  u n c e r t a in  

r etu rn s as can be seen in the p e r s i s t e n t  p r o b l e m s  of land 

loss t e na n cy  and i n de bte dn es s. Then, the more p r o f i t a b l e  

means of s ur plu s i n ve s t m e n t  for the w e l l - t o - d o  h o u s e h o l d s  

in rural areas were ra th e r  m o n e y l e n d i n g , l a n d - r e n t i n g  and 

r ic e -m i l l i n g .  On the other hand, the d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  of 

1981-82 wh ic h  be g an  in the late 1960s, took place in a 

settin g of e co n o m i c  gr ow th  and p ro sp e r i t y .  W it h  the 

i n t r o d u c t i o n  into the area of d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  and vari ou s 

types of new t e c h n o l o g y  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  the "Green 

R e v o lu t i on " ,  the g r e a tl y  i n c r e a s e d  yiel ds  and output  of 

rice had made r i c e - f a r m i n g  more pr o fi ta b le ,  and yet it 

still c o m p a r e d  much less fa v o u r a b l y  than p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g , 

w hic h in rece nt years e n j o y e d  a la rgely stable, if not 

e x p a n d i n g  market. As such, in the past de ca d e or so, 

mo de r n  p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  has becom e an i n c r e a s i n g l y  

p r o f i t a b l e  means of surplus i n v e s tm e n t for the local 

w e l l - t o - d o  h o u s e h o l d s  and the trend has been for the 

local m e r c h a n t s  and m o n e y l e n d e r s  w ith  more a c c u m u l a t e d  

surplus than o the rs to c han nel  more and mo re of their 

capital into the new p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  en t er p r is e ,  thus 

r e t a i n i n g  and at the same time gre a t ly  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  

their e c o n o m i c a l l y  po w e r f u l  position. By 1981-82 they 

were i n d i s p u t a b l y  the w e a l t h i e s t  m em ber s of the local 

co m m u n i t y  and their w e a l t h  o u t s h i n e s  that of the 

rice- mi 1 1 e r s , m e r c h a n t s  and m o n e y l e n d e r s  in the area.
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Se ei n g  that p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  o f f e r r e d  a more c e r t ai n  and 

p r o f i t a b l e  pr os pec t,  a nu m b er  of r i c e - f a r m e r s  who were 

r e g a r d e d  as w e l l - t o - d o  w i t h i n  the r i c e - f a r m i n g  community,  

had also e n t e r e d  the eggs p r o d u c t i o n  b u s i n e s s  but on a 

m uc h  sma l l er  scale than the former, owing to the l imi ted  

am ou n t  of su r pl u s  at their command. Th ey  had to enter 

into a form of d e p e n d e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi t h  one of the 

large farms. All p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  had access to

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  credit, w h e t h e r  it be c o m m e r c i a l  or t h rou gh  

stat e's  banks, wh il e their op e ra t i o n s  we re hi g h ly  

c a p i t a l - i n t e n s i v e .  On the other hand, wit h rice farming, 

de s p i t e  the rece nt ad o p t i o n  of d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g ,  and the 

new inpu%.S^ and t e c h n i q u e s  wh ic h  have r e s u l t e d  in a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  in c r ea se  in p r o d u c t i v i t y  and output, the 

t e n d e n c y  for rice p ric es to be m a i n t a i n e d  at a low level 

m ean s that there are no i n c en t i ve s  to a t t r a c t  l a r g e - s ca l e  

a g r i c u l t u r e  to the sector, as has been the case with  

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g . The r i c e - f a r m i n g  sector thus re t a i n e d  

m uch  of the former  c ha ra ct er.  Merch an ts , local traders, 

m o n e y l e n d e r s  were still found to p r e d o m i n a t e  in the 

f i n a n c i n g  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of paddy. A large nu mb e r  of 

ri c e - f a r m e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the less w e l l - o f f  ones, 

c o n t i n u e d  to rely on info rma l sources of credit. The 

d i f f e r e n t i a l  ac ce ss to vario us  c o m p o ne n t s of the new 

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  pack ag e, both the m o d e r n i z e d  m e t h o d  of 

r i c e - c u l t i v a t i o n  and p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g , se e m e d to have 

r e s u l t e d  in a w i d e n i n g  gap b e t w e e n  the rich and poor 

strat a in each sector, as well as b e t w e e n  the sectors,
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w hil e w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  o c c u p i e d  the lowest rung of the 

social ladder.

O c c u p a t i o n a l  Pa t t e r n

In 1981- 82  the o c c u p a t i o n  pa t t e r n  in Th ep ar aj  was 

quite div erse. Th ere were also h o u s e h o l d s  w i t h  m ix ed  

oc cu p at i o ns ,  i.e. c a r r y i n g  out rice and p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g

at the same time, wh il e a great many h o u s e h o l d s  derive

their m aj o r  income source from one job and s u p p le m e nt

this with another. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of h o u s e h o l d s  in an 

exact  fa s h i o n  is by no me a ns  easy since incom es  from 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  f l u c t ua t e  from year to year and 

w i t h i n  the same year. For instance, in a ye ar  when rice 

p ric e is p a r t i c u l a r l y  high and the crop is good, a 

h o u s e h o l d  with both rice and p o u l t r y - f a r m s  may earn more 

income from their rice than from their poultry. 

More ove r,  the very d i f f e r e n t  o p e r a ti on s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n  

of the two types of p r o d u c t i o n  make it even mo re  com p l ex  

to work out the income and costs and c o m p a r e  them, 

e s p e c i a l l y  wh e n a h o u s e h o l d  may be e x p e n d i n g  its own 

labour, us i n g  c o mm o n  inputs in both act iv i ti e s , etc. 

L a c k i n g  d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  on the p r e c i s e  p a t t e r n  of 

income and e x p e n d i tu r e , value of output, c a p it al  assets, 

etc., I try to rely more on what the v i l l a g e r s  t h e ms e l ve s  

say about the r e l a t i v e  im p or t a nc e  of the d i f f e r e n t  types 

of their ac ti v i ti e s .

In 1981 -82  there were 201 h o u s e h o l d s  in V i l l a g e  no.

2. Out of these, 19 r el i e d  on p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  as their 

main income source, but the ri ch es t p o u l t r y - f a r m e r  also
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o p e r a t e d  a ti m be r  bu siness, w hil e 5 also w o r k e d  their 

r i c e l a n d  a l o n g s i d e  p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g , one h o u s e h o l d  head 

was a f u l l - t i m e  po li ce ma n , and the sm al le s t  

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d  in the vil l ag e d e r i v e d  their 

income also from b o a t - b u i l d i n g  and o p e r a t i n g  a school 

food stall at the same time.

Ther e were 60 h o u s e h o l d s  eng a ge d  in r i c e - f a r m i n g . 

Out of these 13 h o u s e h o l d s  were  w o r k i n g  p lo t s  of less 

than 15 rai and alway s s u p p l e m e n t e d  their income with 

wage work. Of the r e m a i n i n g  hou seh o ld s ,  some u n d e r t o o k  

wage wo rk on an o c c a s i o n a l  basis, others s u p p l e m e n t e d  

thei r income from a va r i e t y  of means, such as s m a l l - s c a l e  

s h o p -k e ep i n g,  du c k - r a i s i n g ,  b e i n g  m e m b e r s  of a 

t r a d i t i o n a l  m u s i c a l  b a nd  and petty trad ing . Two

h o u s e h o l d s  wi th the largest plot s also ra i s e d  20-30 pigs 

and one of th em o p e r a t e d  a small rice-mi ll , m i l l i n g  local 

p ad d y  for c o ns u m pt io n .

Out of the 201 hou se h ol d s , 97 can. be said to have 

e a r n ed  their  livi ng in w a g e - l a b o u r i n g . Of these, 3

w o r k e d  in the local timbe r shop; 5 h o u s e h o l d s  were

s u p p o r t e d  m a i n l y  by m e mb e r s who w o r k e d  in Ba n g k o k

f a c to r i es  or as d om es t i c  servants; 3 we re  d e n u d e d  

h o u s e h o l d s  of old pe op l e  who r e c e i v e d  some su p p or t  from 

their c h i l d r e n  who were wa g e - w o r k e r s ,  a l t h o u g h  they

t h e m s e l v e s  tr i ed  to make ends meet by e n g a g i n g  in

m a t - w e a v i n g ,  fi s h - n e t  se wi ng or b r o o m - m a k i n g ;  3 were

e a r n i n g  their income from bus - d ri v i ng ,  se w i n g  b ulk  orders 

of c l o t h i n g  and se l l i n g  ille gal  lottery; 34 had wo rk  with  

p o u l t r y - f a r m s ; 9 h o u s e h o l d s  had me mbe rs  w o r k i n g  in both
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rice and p o u l t r y - f a r m s ; and the r e m a i n i n g  40 ho u s e h o l d s  

ma in l y hi r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  out in ric e-f i el d s , a l t h o u g h  some 

s u p p l e m e n t e d  t he ir income from other a c t i v i t i e s  in 

o f f - p e a k  p er iod s,  r a n g i n g  from m a t - w e a v i n g ,

p e t t y - t r a d i n g , fishing, r ai s i n g  a few pigs, to p l a y i n g  in 

a local mu s i c a l  band.

As for the rest of the ho u seh old s,  n u m b e r i n g  25, 4

were teachers' h o u s e h o l d s  (two of w h om  also s up p l e m e n t  

th eir income from  s m a l l - s c a l e  m o n e y l e n d i n g  and wage 

l a b o u r ) ; 2 were m e r c h a n t s - c u m - m o n e y l e n d e r s ; 4 we re  small

s h o p k e e p e r s  who also tu rn e d their ba ck  rooms  into 

g a m b l i n g  houses; 3 sold no o dl e s  and a small amou nt  of 

h o u s e h o l d  goods and food; 2 were old pe op l e  who no longer 

w o r k e d  but were well s u p p o r t e d  by their chil dr en;  one was 

in f i s h - r a i s i n g  w i th  r i c e - f a r m i n g  as a s u p p l e m e n t a r y  

income source; one h o u s e h o l d  ra is e d  fish on a small scale 

and s u p p l e m e n t e d  its income from wage work; one was 

en g a g e d  in boat b u i l d i n g  and wage work, one h e l p e d  his 

p a r e nt s  m an a g e  a big p o ul tr y - f a r m ;  one h e l p e d  run his 

parents' small ric e-mill; one ran a r e pa i r shop for 

r i c e - f a r m i n g  ma ch i n er y ;  one was a small rice trader; one 

an owner of a t im ber  ship; one a local b a h t - b u s  driver 

with his own vehicle; and one ow ned a local mu s i c a l  band.

H o u s e h o l d s  in the same o c c u p a t i o n a l  g r o u p i n g  of 

cour se did not enjoy equal access to the v ar i o u s  means of 

p r o d u c t i o n  and the same degre e of w e a l t h  and status. The 

si t u a t i o n  in an area like Theparaj wh ere  the "green 

r ev o lu t i o n "  and the a g r o - b u s i n e s s  of p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  have 

been a d o p te d  w i t h i n  the past decade or so, is still in
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the pr o c e s s  of c o n s t a n t  chang e as the e ff e ct s  of the 

r ece nt  ch ang es  are u n f o l d i n g  and it may be sev e ra l  years 

b e f o re  the l o n g e r - t e r m  ef fe c t s of such d e v e l o p m e n t s  can 

be fully assessed. This factor, t og e t h e r  w it h the

i n c o m p l e t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on the income, e x p e n d i t u r e  and 

ou tpu t p a t t e r n s  of each hous eh old , make it i m p o s s i b l e  to 

carr y out a detai le d,  a c cu r a t e  a nal ysi s of the w e al t h and 

income d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  w i t h i n  the v i l la ge  excep t to 

co mm e n t on some i m p o r ta n t  trends that are re a di l y

i d e n t i f i a b l e  from the 1981-82 s i t u at i o n and to give a

ge ne r a l idea of the pa t t e r n  of w ea l t h  and po w e r  re l at io n s  

in the village.

M ay b e  the least c o n f u s i n g  way to p r e s e n t  the va rious 

h o u s e h o l d s  in their ec on om i c and social s e t t i n g  is to 

deal with r i c e - f a r m i n g ,  p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g , w a g e - l a b o u r i n g  

and the rest of the h o u s e h o l d s  s e p a r a t e l y  at first,

be c a u s e  the p r o d u c t i o n  of rice and eggs i n v o lv e s  Very* 

d i f f e r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and di f f e r e n t  d eg r e es  of 

c a p i t a l i z a t i o n  and labour uti liz a ti o n . M o r eo v er ,  the 

d i f f e r i n g  p a t t e r n s  of daily r ou tin es b e t w e e n  the two 

ma jor  p r o d u c t i v e  e n t e r p r i s e s  have in some way c re a te d  a 

gr o w i n g  socia l d i s t a n c e  be t w e e n  the p e o pl e  i nv ol v e d  in 

the r e s p e c t i v e  sectors, and p eop le from f a r m - o w n e r s  to 

w a g e - w o r k e r s  of t en  c o n s c i o u s l y  id en ti fy t h e m s e l v e s  as 

be in g  a s s o c i a t e d  with eithe r the rice or the p o u l t r y  

s e c t o r .
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P o u l t r y - F a r m e r s

To deal first with the p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  hou se ho l d s.  

In 1981-82, 19 out of 201 ho u se h o l d s  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g

p o u l t r y -  farms of var io u s sizes. The p e o p l e  in vo lv e d  

tend to c a t e g o r i z e  these farms into large, m e d i u m  and 

small, a c c o r d i n g  to the scale of their op er a t io n .  L o ok e d  

at more closely, the di f f e r e n t  ca te g o r i e s  are found also 

to be d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  in terms of their r e l i a n c e  on wage 

labour, th eir  b a c k g r o u n d  b e for e e n t e r i n g  into the new 

bus ine ss , thei r d i f f e r e n t i a l  access to credit, their 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th othe r local r e s i d e n t s  and with

outs ide rs , as wel l as their re la t i ve  p o l i t i c a l  pos ition.

At first it may be useful  to po int out that with the 

b u s i n e s s  of p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  wh ere  p r o d u c t i v i t y  of land 

and labour is very high, e s p e c i a l l y  c o m p a r e d  with  

ri ce - f a r m e r s ,  even after the latter has u n d e r g o n e  a 

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  inno va tio n, a l a r g e - s c a l e  farm with

m u l t i - m i l l i o n  ba ht  assets co uld be run on a r e l a t i v e l y  

small p ie c e  of land. For instance, a fa rm er  wh o farmed

32 rai of rice land while  at the same time o p e r a t i n g  a

p o u l t r y - f a r m  on a 5 rai plot said that he u s u a l l y  made 

more p r of i t  from his p o u l t r y - f a r m  a lt h o ug h  this o b v i o us ly  

d e p e n d e d  on the r e l a t i v e  pr ic e s  he coul d get from his 

r e s p e c t i v e  pr od uc e. A c c o r d i n g  to him, only w he n the egg 

p ric e d r o p p e d  to a very low level while the rice price 

was static, did his income from the two o p er a t i o n s  

r o u g h l y  equal one another. Si mi lar ly,  a p o u l t r y - f a r m e r  

o p e r a t i n g  on a few rai of land could be do in g well by the 

vi ll a g e sta ndard. A r i c e - f a r m e r  w ith  a 5 rai plo t had to
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s u p p l e m e n t  his incom e from wage work. With

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g ,  gi v e n the i n f o r m a t i o n  ava il a bl e ,  the

size of flock and the de gr ee  of wage labo ur e m p l o y m e n t  

may be b e t t e r  indicators-; ' °f a p o u l t r y - f  a r m e r 1 s scale of 

o p e r a t i o n  and e c o n o m i c  p o sit ion . T he s e  a s p ec t s  are

t h e r e f o r e  de alt w i t h  first.

Big P o u l t r y - F a r m e r s

Of the 19 p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  in V i l l a g e  no. 

2, 4 were in the l a r g e - s c a l e  c at e go r y  wi th  the sizes of

their flocks r a n g i n g  from 37,000 to 80 , 0 00  birds.

E n c l o s e d  by so lid wa lls  and b a r b e d  wire fences, these big 

p o u l t r y - f a r m s  st oo d  out qu ite d i s t i n c t i v e l y  from the rest 

of the vi l l a g e  la nd sca pe.  W i t h i n  the e n c l o s e d  c om p o u n d  

large c h i c k e n  sheds, each c o n t a i n i n g  over 3,000 birds, 

s t r e t c h e d  out u s u a l l y  in two long rows with a n a r r o w  road 

ru n n i n g  in b et wee n. B e t w e e n  the sheds were re ct an g ul a r ,  

m a n - m a d e  po n ds  wh i c h  ser v e d for wa ter sto r a ge  and p r ov e d  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  us ef u l  du ri n g the dry se as on  w h e n wa te r  in 

the canal co ul d drop to a very low level. The m a j o r i t y  

of sheds were used for k e e p i n g  egg layers but every farm 

also had a few more sheds wh e r e they r a i s e d  ch ic ks of 

ages r a n g i n g  from a few days old to 5 1/2 mo nt h s old.

Wh en the bi rd s were not yet laying they w er e  kept all 

t o g e t h e r  in one b ig  shed. Only when they be g a n to

p r o d u c e  eggs w o u l d  they be t r a n s f e r r e d  to in d i v i d u a l  

cages. B e s i d e s  the sheds for the chic ken s,  all large 

farms also had a b ig  w a r e h o u s e - l i k e  bu il di n g.  Af t e r  the 

eggs had been c o l l e c t e d  they w o u l d  be s or t e d  out into
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va ri o u s sizes and st o r ed  in this bui ld ing , re ady to be 

c o l l e c t e d  by the egg mer ch a nt s .  This w a r e h o u s e  was also 

u sed  for s t o r i n g  the var i o us  feed i n g r e d i e n t s  and a 

f e e d - m i x i n g  ma chine.

Ot h e r  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  that were e s s e n t i a l  to 

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  in clu de  a w at e r  pump and en g in e  for 

dr a w i n g  wa t e r from the canal into a s to r a g e  c o n t ai n e r  

wh e r e  c h l o r i n e  w o u l d  be ad ded  to pu ri f y  the w a t e r  b efo re  

it was st or e d  in e l e v a t e d  st ora ge  tanks. W h e n  w at e r  was 

needed, taps w h i c h  were p l a c e d  at one end of the water  

tr oug hs  b e s id e  the rows of cages co uld be t u rn e d  on. 

A pa r t from these, othe r assets w hi ch c a l l e d  for large 

cap it a l ou t la ys  on the part of the big farms we re  pi c k - u p  

trucks and bi g truck s u se d for t r a n s p o r t i n g  m at eri al s,  

feed and e g g s .

S uch  ca p i t a l  a sse ts on their own w o u l d  call for an 

en or m o u s  a m ou n t  of inves tm en t. One shed that ho use d  

about 3,000 c h i c k e n s  cost a p p r o x i m a t e l y  110 , 00 0  baht to 

bu i l d  in 1980-81. The 3,000 in d i v i d u a l  cages that

c on t ai n s  the b ird s dem a n ds  a further cost of ar ou nd

8 0,0 00  baht. A 2-ton f e e d - m i x i n g  m a ch i n e was p r i c e d  at 

3 5 , 0 0 0 - 4 0 , 0 0 0  baht in 1980-81.

A si d e  from the cost of such cap i ta l  assets, the 

v a r i a b l e  costs that a bi g farm had to bea r were also 

co ns i d e r a b l e .  A large part of such costs in 50-60% of 

the total v a r i a b l e  costs were spent on feed in g r e d i e n t s  

and chicks. One f ar m - o w n e r  e s t i m a t e d  that it cost him 

about 0.60 baht per day to feed one c h i c k e n  at the 1981 

feed price. At that time his farm had about 50,000 birds



263

in all w hi c h  me an t  that the feed alone w o u l d  cost him 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  30,000 baht a day.

All the big c hi c k en  farms in the P r a w e t - T h e p a r a j

area deal d i r e c t l y  wi th  the a n i m a l - f e e d  m a n u f a c t u r e r s .

On all the farms, all of the feed for the chicks  was 

o b t a i n e d  by p u r c h a s e  from feed m a n u f a c t u r e r s  in the form 

of p el l e t s  and a ce r t a i n  amoun t of c o n c e n t r a t e  feed was 

bo ug h t  for the adult hens. Big farms p r e f e r r e d  to buy 

the v a ri o us  in d i v i d u a l  i n g r e d i e n t s  s e p a r a t e l y  from 

d i f f e r e n t  so ur ce s and mix them with their own mi x i n g

m ac hi ne s. It is said that up to the latter half of the

1970s, farms of all sizes were feeding all th ei r birds, 

hens as well as chicks, with m a n u f a c t u r e d  feed w hi c h  the 

farmer w o u l d  then mix w it h rice b y - p r o d u c t s  that were 

loc all y ava il a bl e .  However, one year t o war ds the end of 

the 1970s, a m a j o r i t y  of all the farms were e n c o u n t e r i n g  

a severe drop in their p r o d u c t i o n  of eggs. Some farms 

were t ur n i n g  out as low as 20% of the no rm al level of 

p r o d u c t i v i t y .  The c h i c k e n - f a r m i n g  c o m m u n i t y  as a whole 

se em e d to have p i n p o i n t e d  the cause of this to the 

d e t e r i o r a t i o n  in the qu a l i t y  of the m a n u f a c u t u r e d  feed 

mixtu res . F r om  then on, m os t farms tu rn e d away from the 

m a n u f a c t u r e d  feed and p r e f e r r e d  to buy the d i f f e r e n t  raw 

in g r e d i e n t s  from va ri ou s sour ce s and mix these t h e m se l v es  

and to buy from the feed m a n u f a c t u r e r s  only some feed 

c o n c en t r at e .  The sales of feed that the m a n u f a c t u r e r s  

once e n j o y e d  in the area th e re f o re  had d ro p p e d  

c o n s i d e r a b l y  since then, a l t h o u g h  all the farms still 

c o n t i n u e d  to p u r c h a s e  pe ll e t  feed for their chick s as the
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pe l l e t s  were in the form that the chicks fo und  ea s ie st  to 

consume. E ve n so, a big farm r ai s in g  70,000 or so birds 

is said to be b u y i n g  12 tons of feed c o n c e n t r a t e  we e k ly  

from a m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  the cost of w hi ch amo u nt s  to over

1 00, 00 0 b a h t .

As for the o the r raw i n g r e d i en ts  that the bi g farms 

buy, they c o n s i s t  of rice bran, br o ke n  rice, maize, soya 

b ean  meal, fish meal, oy st er shell meal, bon e meal and 

salt. The first two ing re die nts , w h ic h  are rice

by -p r o d u c t s ,  have always be en bo ugh t d i r e c t l y  from local 

rice mills. The rest of the raw m a t e r i a l s  are now

a c q u i r e d  from a v a r i e t y  of sources. A lot of farms in

Th eparaj buy from C h o l b u r i - b a s e d  mi dd le m e n.  M o s t of the 

feed i n g r e d i e n t s  are p r o d u c e d  inside T h a i l a n d  ex cep t for 

soya be an  meal, vita mi ns,  m i n e r a l s  and m e d i c i n e  w hic h  

have to be imported.

H ow ev er , for the suppl y of chicks, all of the

p o u l t r y - f a r m s  need  to rely on the same big feed

m a n u f a c t u r e r s  that c o n t ro l  their p r o d u c t i o n  and 

m ar k e ti n g . In 1980, the CP Co m p a n y  g ro up alone was 

p r o d u c i n g  31.1% of all the baby chicks sold on the m a rke t  

w hil e the l a rge st four c o m p an i e s were s u p p l y i n g  62.6% of 

the m a rk e t  share (Amnuay phe n and Piphit, 1978: 75). To

acq ui r e baby chicks, the p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  are nor ma l ly  

b o u n d  by the "t i e - i n - s a l e " p oli cy of the feed co m pa n i es  

and are r e q u i r e d  to buy chick en feed from the same 

company. The five big feed c om p a ni es  c o m p e t e  keenly

am ong t h e m s e l v e s  on sales m a x i mi z a ti o n . Big farms are

a p p r o a c h e d  d i r e c t l y  and tem pt e d with v a r i o u s  special
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o ffe rs  from a d i s c o u n t  of a n y t h i n g  up to 25%, free 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of s u pp li e s and v e t e r i n a r y  services, or 

even free trips to Eu ro p e or the U.S.A. once a year, 

p r o v i d e d  that the va lue of the p r o d u c t s  b o u g h t  from a 

co mpa ny  e x c e e d  400, 000  baht in a c o n s e c u t i v e  6 mo nt h  

p e r i o d  (see also Niphon, 1980: 28).

As reg a r ds  the sales of eggs, all the b ig  farms sell 

their pr o d u c e  to d i f f e r e n t  m i d d l e m e n  of t he ir own 

ch oosing. Th ese b u y e r s  are reg u la r c u s t o m e r s  who come 

a r o un d  to the farms to co l le c t  eggs every week. Often, 

some of the eggs are sold to it in er an t  m e r c h a n t s  who make 

their a p p e a r a n c e  only at times w h e n  there is a great 

de ma n d for eggs in the markets; they tend to offer  higher  

pr ic e s than the r e g u l a r  buyers. Ap art from this, some of 

the big farms also t r a n s p o r t  their eggs t h e m s e l v e s  to 

sell d i r e c t l y  to w h o l e s a l e r s  in Bangkok. P r o f i t s  from 

the sale of eggs vary w ith  the time of ye ar and us ua l l y  

reach  the lowest level ab out twice a year. But even when 

the fa rme rs  said that they got low prices, a bo ut .80 baht 

per egg, big farms still m a n a g e d  to sc ra pe  a p r o f it  of 

about .10 baht per egg. On the other hand, the price 

that big farms co ul d  sell for rose to as m uch  as 1.35-

1.38 ba ht  in J a n u a r y  1982. On the whole, for the year

1982, p r i c e s  a v e r a g e d  about 1.15 baht per egg. In the 

re ce n t past, farme rs  said that they s e l d o m  e n c o u n t e r e d

dra st i c falls in egg prices, and to big farm operator s,  

se as o n al  v a r i a t i o n s  in p ri ce  has not been a cause for 

c o n c e r n .
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Instead, the main con c e rn  of all p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  

has c e n t e r e d  on the p r o b l e m  of animal di se ase s, as the 

spr ea d  of a d i se a se  coul d p ro ve e x t r e m e l y  costly, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  w he n  it leads to ma s s i v e  deat hs  a m on g  their 

flock. This o c c u r r e d  wit h much gr eat er  f r e q u e n c y  in the 

past w h en  farm ers  were still u n f a m i l i a r  wi t h  d ise ase  

con tr o l and p r e v e n t i o n  me thods. A large n um be r of 

Theparaj small farmers went out of b u s i n e s s  b e c a u s e  of

the de at hs  of al mo st  their entire flock c a us e d  by 

sickness. N ow ada ys , the a b i li t y  to handl e this p r o b l e m  

has gr e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  over the years  and all the Theparaj 

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  can now tell when a bird is not well and

can p r o m p t l y  s e g r e g a t e  it from the rest of the flock.

They also v a c c i n a t e  the chi ck e ns  t h e m s e l v e s  ag ai ns t  

c omm on  d i s e a s e s  at re g ul a r  intervals.

Wi th  a l a r g e - s c a l e  c a pit al int en s iv e  o p e r a t i o n  to 

run, all the big p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  need to f in a n c e  their 

o p e r a t i o n s  w it h  loans from co m m e r c i a l  banks. Their

m u l t i - m i  11 ion b aht  assets (one big farmer e s t i m a t e d  his 

total asset s to be a r ou n d 20 m i l l i o n  baht in 1981) made 

them w e l c o m e  cust ome rs . Two of the four big farms in 

V il l ag e  no. 2 we re also clie nts  of the sta te ' s Bank for 

A g r i c u l t u r e  and A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o - o p e r a t i v e s  and were 

m o r t g a g i n g  their land wi th  it in orde r to o b t a in  

l o n g - t e r m  loans of up to 2 m i l l i o n  baht per loan at 12- 

13% rates of interest.

All the big p o u l t r y - f a r m s  emplo y wage l a b o ur e r s to 

carry out all the w or k  in the farms wh ile the farm owners 

assum e the role of o w n e r - m a n a g e r s . The four
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p o u l t r y - f a r m s  e m p l o y e d  b e t w e e n  15-40 wage  w o r k e r s  each on 

a r e gu l a r  basis. For each shed c o n t a i n i n g  3,000 birds or 

more, one fu l l - t i m e  l a bo u r er  is h ire d to look after  that 

p a r t i c u l a r  lot of birds. Th ei r  work r ou ti n e include 

fee di n g the bi rd s  3 times and c o l l e c t i n g  eggs twice

daily, g r a d i n g  eggs, k e e p i n g  records of the hens'

e g g - p r o d u c i n g  p r e f o r m a n c e ;  wh il e o c c a s i o n a l  chores 

c o n s is t  of g i v i n g  t r e a t m e n t  for or p r e v e n t i o n  ag ai ns t  

di seases, s e l e c t i n g  n o n - l a y e r s  for cull in g, and 

c o l l e c t i n g  ch i c k e n  manure. Ap ar t  from w o r k e r s  put in 

char ge of the ch ickens, bi g farms also hire an a d di t i o n a l  

nu mb e r of p e o p l e  to carry out other jobs as well. There 

u s u a ll y  is one w o r k e r  who is r e s p o n s i b l e  s ol ely  for

m i x i n g  feed. In big farms, feed needs to be m i x e d  two or

three times a day since 70,000 ch ic ken s c on s um e  about 6 

tons of feed daily. A d d e d  to this, a big fa rm also hire 

at least one f ul l - t i m e  driver, as well  as a few more  

p e o p le  to do odd jobs such as r e p a i r i n g  the sheds or the 

cages, b u i l d i n g  work, c l e a n i n g  or d e e p e n i n g  the ponds, 

etc.
The m a j o r i t y  of w o r k e r s  in the big farms were local 

people, wi th  the e x c e p t i o n  of one farm w h i c h  hi r ed  in a 

n um be r of n o r t h e a s t e r n e r s  who were on the j o b - s e e k i n g

r e g i s t r a t i o n  list of the D e p a r t m e n t  of Labour. They were 

pa i d  lower wa g es  and te nd e d to leave at the end of a 

year. A n um b e r  of p o u l t r y - f a r m  w o rk e rs  lived in their 

own h o u s es  and t r a v e l l e d  daily to work. O t h er s  lived in 

the huts p r o v i d e d  by the farm -o wn ers . The huts were 

b uil t at i n t e r va l s  along  the lengths of the si de- fe n ce s .
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Each was us ed to house one family or was s h a r e d  am ong  2- 

3 wor kers. L i v i n g - i n  w o r k e r s  were said to p r o v i d e  an 

extra  b e n e f i t  to the fa r m - o w n e r s  as they c oul d act as 

w a t c h m e n  a ga i n s t  th ie ves  at the same time. In 1981-82, 

w or k e r s  who did not live and eat with the farm we re  pa id

6,000 baht a month, wh il e those r e c e i v i n g  f u l l - b o a r d  

a c c o m m o d a t i o n  got 60 0- 80 0 baht. Pe op le  wh o had been  

w o r k i n g  for a long time or whose  jobs d e m a n d e d  a great er  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  were pa i d b e t w e e n  1 , 2 0 0 - 4 , 8 0 0  baht. As 

for the c a r p e n t e r s  who were h i r e d  r e g ul a rl y to repair  the 

v a r i ou s  b u i l d i n g s  and b ir d cages al t h o u g h  this mi gh t  not 

be every day, we re  u s u a l l y  p aid  on a d ail y basis, be t w e e n  

50 and 70 baht a day.

Big p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  have thus come to assu me  the 

role of rural c a p i t a l i s t s  who not only ma n ag e their farms 

with an e x t e n s i v e  use of wage labour, a huge ou tla y of 

ca pit al  and e n j o y e d  high p r o d u c t i v i t y  in terms of land 

and labour, they have also been r e i n v e s t i n g  their 

a c c u m u l a t e d  su rpl us  on their farms on an e x p a n d i n g  scale. 

To a s c e r t a i n  who the ma in b e n e f i c i a r i e s  of the recent  

gr ow t h of the p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  a g r i - b u s i n e s s  were, and why 

they had be en  able to take up the new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

c r e a t e d  by the new en te rp ri s e,  it may be h e l p f u l  to look 

at the b a c k g r o u n d  of the big p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s .

The b i g g e s t  p o u l t r y - f a r m  in V i ll a g e no. 2 b e l o n g e d  

to a Mrs. Yee who o p e r a t e d  two farms in the area, one in 

V i l l a g e  no. 2, the other in nearb y tam b o n Prawet. In 

19 81-82 the two farms to g e t h e r  c o n t a i n e d  over 80,000 

chic ken s and e m p l o y e d  b e t w e e n  30-40 workers. Yee he rs elf
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was born into a r i c e - f a r m i n g  family and her p a r e n t s  also 

tr ad e d  in rice on a small scale. She b e g a n  to bu i ld  up 

her w e a l t h  after  she was m a r r i e d  to a s e l f - m a d e  Ch in ese  

immigrant, who s t a r t e d  off his w o r k i n g  life in T h a i l a n d  

as a coolie  h i r e d  by a timb er  m e rc h a n t  who o p e r a t e d  on 

boats. By the time the coupl e got m a r r i e d  her h us b a n d  

a l r ea d y  m a n a g e d  to save up en o u gh  mo ney  to set up a small 

timbe r trade of his own. They then m o v e d  to anot he r  

a mph oe  of C h a c h o e n g s a o  w her e they set up a sa w -m i l l  on a 

pi ece  of land r e n t e d  from one of her h u s b a n d ' s  relatives.  

The sa w- mi l l  p r o s p e r e d  for over 10 years until it was 

b urn t down by a fire. Af te r  that they m o v e d  back to 

The paraj and re n te d  two shops in Kl ong Su an m a rk e t  in 

V il l a g e  no. 6 and r e s u m e d  their trade in timber. They 

g r a d u a l l y  e x p a n d e d  their b u s i n e s s  and s t a r t e d  anoth er  

timber  shop in the n e i g h b o u r i n g  tambon P r aw e t  be si d e the 

highway. At the same time, the couple were also en t er i n g  

into the rice trade and m o n e y l e n d i n g  as well. She thus 

found h e r s e l f  l e nd i n g out mo ney  to r i c e - f a r m e r s  in the 

area and ofte n p r e f e r r e d  to reta in  their land title deeds 

as a g u a r a n t e e  a g a in s t  loans. At h a r v es t  time she wo ul d  

be seen go in g a r o u n d  w it h s eve ral  of her boats to c o lle ct  

r e p a y m e n t s  on the loans and inter es t in p a d d y  from her 

clients as well as to buy up pa dd y in her c a p a c i t y  as 

mi dd l em a n . In the 1960s and the early 1970s, a large 

nu mbe r of p e o p l e  in the area m o r t g a g e d  th eir land with 

her and ma ny also lost their land to her t h r ou gh  loan 

f or e cl o s ur es .  In V i l l a g e  no. 2 alone more than 300 rai 

of land was m o r t g a g e d  w it h Yee d u r i n g  the p e r i o d
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m e n t i o n e d  and of this, 150 rai came un der Yee's 

o wn er sh ip.  The v a r io u s  plots were then r e n t e d  out, some 

to the forme r owners. Hence, Yee was also o p e r a t i n g  as a 

l a n d o w n e r  at the same time.

However, t o w ar d s  the latter half of the 1970s when 

Yee de c i d e d  to start up a p o u l t ry -f a rm ,  she g r a d ua l l y  

gave up her r i c e - t r a d i n g , p r e f e r r i n g  to c o n c e n t r a t e  both 

her cap it a l and a t t e n t i o n  on the new bus in e s s;  a l t ho u g h  

the timbe r shops had been r e t a i n e d  and had b e en  s u p p l y i n g  

her p o u l t r y - f a r m s  wit h cheap timber. Her first farm was 

set up in t am bo n P r a w e t  and in 1977 Yee b o u g h t  35 rai of 

land a lon g the r o ad s i d e  in V i ll a g e no. 2 and had 18

p o u l t r y  sheds b ui l t  there. The pr e v i o u s  o wne r of the

land, a r i c e - fa r m er ,  was then in deep f i n a n c ia l trouble  

and was f orc ed to sell off the land in a hu r ry  w hil e the 

plot was f ill ed wi th r i p e n i n g  rice plants. The man n er  in 

wh i c h  Yee sw i f t l y  a ss u m e d  p o s s e s s i o n  of this piece of 

land c re a te d  a g rea t deal of bit t e rn e s s,  for no sooner 

had the c o n t r a c t s  been e x c h a n g e d  than Yee ha d the land 

l ev e ll e d  and p r o c e e d e d  im m e d i a t e l y  with the c o n s t r u c t i o n  

of p o u l t r y  sheds, thus d e s t r o y i n g  all the rice plants  

that were ab out to be ha rve st ed.  St ro n g c r i t i c i s m s  and

c o m p l a i n t s  wer e v o i c e d  by the p r ev i o u s  owner and fina ll y

Yee had to agree to c o m p e n s a t e  for the damage.

As her p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  b u si n e s s  p r o v e d  to be hi gh ly  

p r o fi t a bl e,  Yee's farm had b een  ex p a n d i n g  steadily. In 

1980 she b o ug h t  a 6 rai plot opp o s it e  her farm in V i ll a ge  

no. 2, this time tu r n i n g  its former o c c u p a n t  into a 

w a g e - l a b o u r e r .  In 1983 she took p o s s e s s i o n  of an ot he r 50
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rai plot not far off by foreclosing on the loan that its

o wne rs  f ail ed to repay and the latter has since joined

the ranks of the w a g e - l a b o u r e r s .  By 1983 Yee was 

o p e r a t i n g  her p o u l t r y  b u si n e ss  on 90 rai of land. At the 

same time, .th the r i c e l a n d  lying on the n o r t h e a s t e r n  

side of the canal w i t h  no access to road t r a n s p o r t  wh ic h  

she ga i n e d  p o s s e s s i o n  t hr ou g h loan f o r e c l o s u r e s ,  she

d e c i d e d  to sell of 75 rai to r i c e - f a r m i n g  ten an t s who

Used to rent the three di f f e r e n t  plots in 1979-80. 

D e s p i t e  this re c en t  sale, Yee was ra nk e d  the largest  

l an d o w n e r  in V i l l a g e  no. 2 in 1982-83, w it h 144 r a i . Her 

role as a m o n e y l e n d e r  and l an d o wn e r  had r e c e n t l y  been 

m uch  less i m p o r t a n t  as she was c o n c e n t r a t i n g  her 

r e s o u r c e s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  on an e x p a n s i o n  of the 

p ou l t r y - f a r m .

As for the s e c on d  larg es t p o u l t r y - f a r m  in Vi l la ge  

no. 2, this had over 70,000 c hic ke ns  in 1 98 1-8 2 and was 

h i r i n g  28-30 w or ker s. Its owner is of C h i n e s e  des c e nt  

and u se d to run his own r i c e- m i ll  in Pi c h i t  p r o v i n c e  

b e f or e  m o v i n g  to Th eparaj after he got m a r r i e d  to the 

d a u g h t e r  of a r i c e - t r a d i n g  family ba s e d in t a m bo n  Prawet, 

and d e c i d e d  to set up a p o ul tr y - f a r m .  He thus e n t r u s t e d  

the Pi ch i t  r i c e - m i l l  to the care of his b r o t h e r s  w hi l e  he 

and his wife  b o u g h t  17 rai of land in the v i l la g e  in 

1974. At first he s t a r t e d  off on a s m a l l - s c a l e  wi t h  only 

a few p o u l t r y  sheds and was r e ly i n g on Liang, the CP 

co m p a n y  agent in the area, for credit in feed and chicks 

and s el l i n g  to L i a n g  his eggs. A few years  later he 

b rok e off from Li an g  and s t a rt e d  to deal d i r e c t l y  with
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the feed co m p a n i e s  and m i d d l e m e n  who deal in ot he r feed 

ing red i e nt s .  In 1981, to ex p a n d  their p r o d u c t i o n ,  the 

coup le b o u g h t  a n ot h e r 59 rai of land o p p o s i t e  his farm, 

from an a b s e n t e e  l an d o w n e r  at 20,000 baht per rai and 

t ur n e d  out the r i c e - f a r m i n g  tenan t who used  to rent the 

p l o t .

The th i rd  b i g g e s t  p o u l t r y - f a r m  with over 50,000 

c hi c ke n s  and a wo r k force of 17-20, bel o ng s  to Maay, who, 

like Yee and k a m n a n  Prasit, was born into a r i c e - f a r m i n g  

family, but later on e n t er ed  into trade b e fo r e  s w i t c h i n g  

to p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g . M a a y 1s g r a n d p a r e n t s  we re am on g the 

first s et t le r s  wh o c l a i m e d  110 rai of land in Vi l l a g e  no. 

2. His pa r e n t s  i n h e r i t e d  only 26 rai of this land but 

was r e n ti n g  some 200 rai of the crown land at a low rent. 

It is said that his pa re n t s later fell into po v e r t y  

b e c a u s e  his fa th er  g a m b l e d  away all thei r fortunes. 

However, M a ay  h i m s e l f  m a r r i e d  two s is te r s of one 

w el l - t o - d o ,  l o n g - s e t t l e d  famil y (he m a r r i e d  a y ou n ge r  

sist er after his first wife, who was her el de r  sister, 

died), and the coup le i n h e r i t e d  70 rai of land in Vi ll a g e  

no. 4 from the wives' paren ts . Maay's  life st or y is of 

p a r t i c u l a r  interest, as it goes some way to show that his 

d e c i s i o n  to en ter  into trade and m o n e y l e n d i n g , i ns tea d of 

c a r r y i n g  on p r o d u c i n g  rice ex clu si v el y,  e n a b l e d  him to 

a c c u m u l a t e  en o u g h  su rp lu s to start a p o u l t r y - f a r m  of his 

own on a m u c h  larger scale than his f e l l o w - v i l l a g e r s  who 

w en t  from r i c e - f a r m i n g  st ra ig h t into the p o u l t r y  

bus i n e s s .
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W h e n  e n g a g e d  in rice farming, M aa y was among  the 

first pe o p l e  to try out c h em i c al  f er t i l i z e r  on his field 

af ter r e a d i n g  ab out  it in an a g r i c u l t u r a l  maga zin e.  

M e a nw h i le , he was c o n s t a n t l y  s e e ki n g  v a r i o u s  a ve n u es  to 

impro ve his l i v e l i h o o d  as he be ga n to th in k that there 

was no future in r i c e - f a r m i n g . His f r u s t r a t i o n  led him 

to try his hand at o y s t e r - f a r m i n g  for two ye a r s in nearby 

a mph oe  B a ng p a k o n g .  Fa i l u r e  in this new v e n t u r e  b ro u g h t  

h im  ba ck  to his rice land for se veral m or e years. He 

f in a ll y  r e a c h e d  the c o n c l u s i o n  that r i c e - f a r m i n g  w o u l d  

give him no ch anc e to get rich. When he lo o k ed  ar ou n d  to 

see wh i c h o c c u p a t i o n  w o u l d  g en e r a t e  a good incom e for his 

family, the an sw e r was alway s trade. Since the nu mb er of 

p o u l t r y - f a r m s  was i n c r e a s i n g  in the 1960s, e s p e c i a l l y  in 

the n e i g h b o u r i n g  ta m bo n  Bang Phra, he d e c i d e d  to start 

t r a d i n g  in c h i c k e n  feed a l t h o u g h  other m e m b e r s  of his 

famil y still c o n t i n u e d  wi th  r i c e - f a r m i n g  at first. M aay  

o p e r a t e d  as a m i d dl em a n,  b u y i n g  rice bran and b r o k e n  rice 

from local m ill s and se l l i n g  them to p o u l t r y - f a r m s  in the 

area. At the same time he also a ct ed as a sales agent 

for a firm c al l e d  Por C h ar o e n p h a n .  His d e a l i n g  in animal 

feed also i n v o l v e d  him in m o n e y l e n d i n g  w h e r e b y  he 

a d v a n c e d  the feed to his cu s t o m e r s  and was r e - p a i d  with 

i nt e re s t  wh en the latter had sold their eggs. For some 

c u s t o m e r s  the eggs we re  sold to Maay h i m s e l f  and the loan 

was d e d u c t e d  from the sales p r o ce e d s a c c o r d i n g l y .  Maay 

o p e r a t e d  as m i d d l e m a n  for some years b e f o r e  s t a r t i n g  a 

p o u l t r y - f a r m  of his own in 1977 on 10 rai out of the 43 

rai plot that he b o u g h t  from an ab se nt e e la nd own er,  the
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rest of w h i c h  he let as ric e-f iel ds . H owe ver , as he

jo ine d the re c e nt  wa ve  of b i g - f a r m  ex pa nsi on , he had to

turn out the r i c e - f a r m i n g  tenant from the 33 rai plot so 

that his egg p r o d u c t i o n  co uld ex p a nd  to cover the entire 

43 rai p l o t .

The fo ur th larg es t p o u l t r y - f a r m  in the v ill ag e  

e m p l o y e d  about 13-15 fu l l -t i m e la bo ure rs and had about

37,000 chickens. It b e l o n g e d  to a gr an d s o n  of K h w ae n g  

Plueang, the w e l l - l i k e d  kawman of Theparaj in the 1910s 

and 1920s, ca ll e d Amphai. A m p h a i 1s m o t he r  is Pl uea n g 's

y o u n g e s t  d a u g h t e r  who in h e r i t e d  most of her p a r e n t s 1 land 

and by 19 40 -50  was the larg es t la nd ow n e r in the vill age  

wi th  410 r a i . However, by 1960 she had only 100 rai of 

land left. P e op l e said that b ec aus e bo th  she and her 

h u s b a n d  kn ew very little about rice - f a r m i n g , their 

r i c e - l a n d  was of ten  mi sm a na g e d,  whil e their v e n t u r e s  into 

ot her b u s i n e s s e s  such as t r a n s p or t s er v i c e s  met with 

se rio us  losses. Gr ad u a ll y ,  they had to m o r t g a g e  their 

land and lost it p iec e by pi ec e in the pr oc es s. By 1970 

the elder  son, Amphai, was left with 23 rai of land, 

w hil e their y o u n g e r  son, A m p h a n , i n h e r i t e d  100 r a i . 

A mhp ai  was sent to be ed u c a t e d  in B a n g k o k  since he was 

young, and later jo in ed  the air force for se v e r a l  years. 

He e v e n t u a l l y  r e t u r n e d  to Theparaj and was m a r r i e d  to a 

local girl from  a w e l l - t o - d o  family. Then, in the early 

1960s, they d e c i d e d  to m o r t g a g e  their 23 rai plo t with 

the BAAC to ac qu ir e a l o n g - t e r m  loan in o rd er to set up a 

small p o u l t r y - f a r m ,  as n e it he r  of them h ad had much 

e x p e r i e n c e  in r i c e - f a r m i n g . The other br ot he r ,  on the
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other hand, m a r r i e d  a girl from a cwe a l t h y  r i c e - f a r m i n g  

family  ba s e d in a n ot h e r a m p h o e , and they d e c i d e d  to carry 

on with r i c e - f a r m i n g  on their 100 rai pl ot  and also to 

rent m or e land from an a bs e n te e  l a n d o wn er  to w h o m  their 

p ar e n t s  had lost that same land. Over the years, the 

w e a l t h  of the two b r o t h e r s  had been di ve rg ing . Wh il e the 

p o u l t r y - f a r m  b u s i n e s s  of one b r o t h e r  was e x p a n d i n g  slowly 

and its owner was able to buy up 15 more rai of land, the 

r i c e - f a r m  of the o th er b r o t h e r  did not meet w it h  the same 

success and a l t h o u g h  he i n h e ri t e d more land, g r a d u a l l y  he 

had to m o r t g a g e  first a 25 rai plot and lost it th r ou gh  

f o r e c l o s u r e  of the loan in 1967. Then in 1983 they were 

fo rce d by f in a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  to sell off an o th e r  31 

rai to the k a m n a n  of the ad j ac e n t  tambon  P r a we t  who was a 

l a r g e - s c a l e  p o u l t r y - f a r m e r  at 50,000 baht per r a i . At 

pr esent, this latter br o t h e r  is trying  to secur e some 

funds to set up a p o u l t r y - f a r m .

M e d i u m - S c a l e  P o u l t r y  Far me r s

As re g ar d s  m e d i u m - s c a l e  p o u l t r y - f a r m s , five may be 

g r o u p e d  w i t h i n  that category. W hi le big farms had 37,000 

to over 80,00 0 bi rds  and made ex t e n s i v e  use of wage 

labour, m e d i u m  farms kept about 4 , 6 0 0 - 9 , 0 0 0  ch i ck e n s  and 

th eir ow n e rs  w er e r el y i n g  m a i n l y  on thei r own family 

labour, a l t h o u g h  2 of the farms ne ed e d  to hire in one 

f u l l - t i m e  l ab o u re r  each as they were both y o u n g  couples 

w it h  still very small children. T hes e farms have

b a s i c a l l y  the same equi pme nt,  bui ld i ng s,  etc., as the big 

ones, al be it  on a scale c o m p l e m e n t a r y  to th ei r flock
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sizes. In 19 81- 82  they o b t a i n e d  their s u pp l y  of feed 

c o n c e n t r a t e  and chicks from one of the big farms, 

a l t h o u g h  they sold their eggs i n d e p e n d e n t l y  to midd le me n.  

They all had acces s to i n s t i t u t i o n a l  cr e d i t to fina nc e  

their o p e ra t i on s .

Howev er,  w he n  they first started, all but one of 

th em n e ed e d  to d e p e n d  on big farms for c re dit  and 

m ar k e ti n g . The one that had b ee n  o p e r a t i n g

" in d e p e n d e n t l y "  of any big farm from the b e g i n n i n g  was a 

rel at i v e n e w c o m e r  to the busi ne ss,  st ar t in g  only in 1979. 

His h o u s e h o l d  ran a m e d i u m - s m a l l  rice mill in the vill ag e  

for the p r e v i o u s  10 years but had to give up b e c a u s e  of 

failu re to com p et e  wi t h  big g e r mill s both in terms of 

1 e s s - e f f i c i e n t  m an a g e m e n t ,  p o o r er  m a r k e t i n g  o u tl et s  and 

b u s i n e s s  contacts. The head of their h o u s e h o l d  a ct ua ll y  

d e s c e n d e d  from a r i c e - f a r m i n g  family. His g r a n d f a t h e r  

was a w e l l - r e s p e c t e d  man of bo th we a lt h  and status, who 

not only had more than 200 rai of land, but was also 

e ng a g e d  in a c e r t a i n  amoun t of m o n e y l e n d i n g  in the 1920s 

and 1930s. His p a r e n t s  then c a rr i e d on wi th  r i c e - f a r m i n g  

on 54 rai of land they inherited. Later the 54 rai was 

d i v i d e d  up e qu a l l y  be t w e e n  his sister and him self. He 

and his wife m a n a g e d  to set up the rice mill wi th  the 

he lp of his wi f e ' s  family who was in the r i c e - t r a d i n g  

bu si n es s .  In 1 981 -82  his p o u l t r y - f a r m  took up about 7 

rai of land. The r e m a i n i n g  20 rai of his land was rente d  

out to a r i c e - f a r m i n g  tenant  hous eh ol d.

Two of the m e d i u m  p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  were c h i l d r e n  of a 

w e a l t h y  local s h o p k e e p e r - c u m - m o n e y l e n d e r  in the v i l la ge
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and were o p e r a t i n g  on the land given to th em  by their 

pa rents. T he ir g r a n d f a t h e r  was an im mi gr an t  from  China  

and used to k eep  a small shop but was later ban krupt. 

Thei r p a r e n t s  bot h had a poor start in life, w o r k i n g  as 

wa ge l a b o ur e rs  in r i c e f i e l d s  and later as tenants. Then 

their father d e c i d e d  to own a b o a t - t r a n s p o r t  se rv ic e  with 

his Q\NY\ boat and not long a f t e r wa rd s  to set up a small 

shop. He had since been su cc e ss f u l in the bu sin es s. In 

the 1960s and 1970s their p ar e n t s  were also g i v i n g  out 

cr edi t b ot h in cash and in land to local r i c e - f a r m e r s  and 

b r o u g h t  up some land t ot a l l i n g  more than 100 r a i . They 

gave some of the land, 25 and 15 r a i , to two of their

c h i l d r e n  to he lp  th em set up p o u l t r y - f a r m s . Both 

c h i l d r e n  r e t a i n e d  about 6 - 7 rai for th eir farms and

were r en t i n g  the rest of their land to r i c e - f a r m e r s  in 

1981-82.

The fo urt h farm b e l o n g e d  to the famil y of M a a y 's

d a u g h t e r  who had also been set up with the he lp  of her

p ar e nt s  bot h in terms of land and credit, and had from 

the start been b u y i n g  inputs and s e lli ng eggs t h r o ug h her 

f ath er 's  farm. As for the fifth farm, the h o u s e h o l d  

d e s c e n d e d  from a w e l l - t o - d o  r i c e - f a r m i n g  famil y w it h  over 

200 rai and i n h e r i t e d  over 70 rai of this land. The 

h o u s e h o l d  us ed  to e ng age  itself e x c l u s i v e l y  in 

r ic e - fa r m in g ,  but was later to be am on g  the first

h o u s e h o l d s  in the v il l a ge  to take up p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g ,

wh ile  c a r r y i n g  on w it h  rice over 60 rai of their rice

land at the same time. W he n  the pr ice of eggs dro p pe d  

d r a s t i c a l l y  in 1964 they gave up their c hi c ke n b u si n e s s
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but st a r t e d  it up again not long afte rwa rd s.  In 1981-82 

they still c o n d u c t e d  both types of f a rm i n g b e c a u s e  the 

two were t ho u gh t  to c o m p l e m e n t  one an ot he r f i n a n c i a l l y  

and risks were spr e ad  out, although, a c c o r d i n g  to them, 

the ge n er a l  t r en d  h ad been for the p o u l t r y - f a r m  to

supp ort  the r i c e - f a r m  rath er  than vice versa.

E x c e p t  for the first farm whose  owner s s eem ed to

have had s u f f i c i e n t  c ap ita l from their r i c e - m i l l i n g  

v en t ur e  to start s t r a i g h t  off as a m e d i u m - s i z e d  farm in

1977, the other four farms had taken se ve r a l years to

ex pa n d g r a d u a l l y  and re ach their p r e s en t size. Wh i le  the

farm of Ma ay ' s  d a ug h t e r  had d e p e n d e d  from the start on

his fa th er 's l a r g e - s c a l e  farm, the other three farms when  

they .first started, had to rely on Liang, the CP

C o m p a n y ' s  agent, for credit in kind and were o b l i g e d  to

buy both the baby chicks and the feed from, and to sell

their pr od uce , to Liang. By the end of the 1970s, after

a long s t r e t c h  of good egg prices, they we re able to

e x p a nd  their farms f ur th er  and e v e n t u a l l y  st a r t e d  to

reduc e the ties they had with Liang. In 1981-82,

a l t h o u g h  they were still bu y in g  feed c o n c e n t r a t e  from the 

latter, they b o u g h t  the rest of the i n g r e d i e n t s  from 

var io u s other supp lie rs,  some from other big farms, to

mix these t h e m s e l v e s  w it h their own m a chi ne s.  All saids
that they b rok e off the ties with Liang  as soon as they

could so as to in cr eas e their own pro f i t ma rg in s. The

pr ice s Li an g  pa id  for their eggs were always lower than

an a ve rag e egg m i d d l e m a n  by a n y t h i n g  up to 0 . 0 3 - 0 . 0 4  baht 

per egg. In 1981- 82  they were se ll in g " i n d e p e n d e n t l y "  to
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re gul ar  m i d d l e m e n  who came ar ou n d  to buy their eggs twice 

weekly. Pr ic es of feed were also dear w hen  b ou g h t  from 

Liang, and a f a r m - o w n e r  w it h 4,000 birds said that she

now pays up to 500 baht a m o nt h  less than she us ed  to.

M ore ov er , it is said also that they o fte n found the

actual w e i g h t  of the var i o us  feed i n g r e di e n ts  b o u g h t  from

Li ang  to be short of the s p e c i f i e d  w e i gh t  by a few

k i l o g r a m m e s  per sack.

Small P o u l t r y - F a r m e r s

The story is d i f f e r e n t  again when one comes to deal 

w ith  small p o u l t r y - f a r m s  in the village. Out of the 19 

p o u l t r y - f a r m s , 10 were  o p e r a t i n g  on a s m a l l - s c a l e  w it h

the n um be r of birds r an g in g  from 1,200 to 3,000 and all 

of them r e li e d  w h o l l y  on their own family labour. They

wer e able to set up their farms with a small number  of 

chi ck e ns  but still need to form d ep e n d e n t  ties with one 

of the big farms to ob ta in a co n st a n t source of credi t in 

kind. Th ey  have b ee n r e l y i n g  on c re d i t o r s  who can

r e g u l a r l y  a d v an ce  them with  baby chicks and feed at the

b e g i n n i n g  of each se aso n and they are o b l i g a t e d  to pay

b ack  such loans in kind by se ll in g their eggs to the

creditors. Nine out of ten small p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  in

1981-82 were cli e n ts  of Liang 's  who was the ma jo r CP

C om p a n y  agent in the area. The r e m a i n i n g  farm was a 

c l i en t  of hi,s fat he r 's  big farm (he was a son of Maay's) .

Small  p o u l t r y  farmers are o p e r a ti ng  their farms at 

hi gh e r input costs and g e t t i n g  lower p r i c e s  for their 

pr oduce. Wh i l e b i gg e r  farms deal d i r e c t l y  w it h  co m pa n i e s
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and m e r c h a n t s  and get d i s c o u n t s  t o g e t h e r  wi t h other

b e n e f i t s  from bul k buying, small p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  are 

bu y i n g  on cr ed i t at hi gh er  prices. As r e g a rd s  the sale 

of their eggs, they all spoke in un is o n  that the price 

that Li an g was p a y i n g  for their eggs could  be a ny t h i n g  up 

to 0.04 baht  an egg, lower than the p ric e that bi gg er

farms we re g et t i n g  and yet, they could not a f f o r d  to sell

their p r o d u c e  i nd e p e n d e n t l y .  Th ei r r e l a t i v e l y  insecure  

p o s i t i o n  me an s that they were  all anxious to e nsu re both 

a c o n st a n t sour ce of credit  and a r e gu l a r m a r k e t i n g

outle t for their eggs. A c c o r d i n g  to them, there were a 

few mo n t hs  in a year wh en  the supply of eggs was

s a t u r a t e d  and the pr ic e  dropped. They w o u l d  have been

left with their eggs unsold, w hic h c oul d ea si l y  drive

th em out of bus in e ss ,  had they not been tied to Liang;

a l t h o u g h  d u r i n g  such times Liang, too, was often 

r e l u c t a n t  to buy up their eggs and was said to have 

a c c e p t e d  only a small q u a n t i t y  of eggs at a time. In 

this r e sp e c t b i g g e r  farms not only had secur e m a r k e t i n g  

c ha n ne l s  for their eggs with  egg m ec h an t s  and m i d d l e m e n  

b u y i n g  from them on a r e g ul a r  basis, but w he n d e m a n d  for 

eggs was hi gh and thus p r o m p t i n g  n u m e r o u s  it in era nt  

m e r c h a n t s  to go a r o u n d  of f e r i n g  high egg price s, b ig ge r  

farms co u ld  also choos e to sell to the h i g h e s t  bidders. 

Small farmers, on the other hand, were not able to take 

a d v a n t a g e  of this si t u a t i o n  to the same extent.

All the farms in this category, ex c e p t  one, had 

their b a c k g r o u n d s  r o o t e d  in ric e -f ar m in g .  Out of the 10 

ho us e h ol d s , 5 we re  e n g a g e d  in p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g
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e x c l u s i ve l y . Before, ta k in g  up p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g , like 

their  p a r e n t s  and g r a n dp a re n t s,  they were r i c e - f a r m e r s  

w o r k i n g  on their  own land or on crown land over wh ich  

they had s e c u r i t y  of tenure and w hic h they either

i n h e r i t e d  or bought; ex ce pt  for one h o u s e h o l d  who lost

his land t hr o u g h  i n d e b t e d n e s s  in ri c e- f a r m i n g ,  had since 

been a te na n t and later s w i t c h e d  to p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g .  The 

sizes of their r i c e - f a r m s  a v e r a g e d  from 27 to 54 rai. 

All of them t u r n e d  to p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  very ea r l y on in 

the 1960s. T he y s t ar t e d off with 50-100 bi r ds  and

g r a d u a l l y  built up thei r stock to the p r e s e n t  sizes of 

1 , 5 0 0 - 3 , 0 0 0  birds, w hi l e  r e m a i n i n g  tied to Li a ng ' s  big 

p o u l t r y - f a r m  from the b e g i n n i n g  up until now. At first 

they c a r r i e d  on wi t h  their r i c e - f a r m i n g  at the same time 

but a few years a f t e r w a r d s  chose to c o n c e n t r a t e  on

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  alone b ec a us e  of its b e t t e r  and more 

cer ta i n p r o sp e c ts .  They had since r e t a i n e d  up to 5 rai 

for their p o u l t r y - f a r m s  and re n te d out the rest of their 

land to r i c e - f a r m i n g  tenants. One of them once r et u r n e d  

to r i c e - f a r m i n g  for one s ea son  after double c r o p p i n g  had 

b een  i n t r o d u c e d  but his wet pa d d y  fet c he d  low pr ic es  and 

he had since stuc k to p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  ex c l u s i v e l y .

Of the ten h o u s eh o l ds , 3 small p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  

h o u s e h o l d s  were still ca r r y i n g  on with rice c u l t i v a t i o n  

si m u l t a n e o u s l y .  Th e ir  rice plots ranged  from 10 to 40 

r a i . B e f or e  ta k i n g  up p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g ,  they were

o p e r a t i n g  on a pa r t - o w n e r ,  p a r t - t e n a n t  basis on pl ots of 

45-70 r a i . Since th eir a do p t io n  of p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g , the 

three had give n up their tena ncy  and were c u l t i v a t i n g
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rice only on their own land w h i c h  they all i n h e r i t e d  from 

th eir pare nt s. All of the h o u s e h o l d s  r e li e d e x c l u s i v e l y  

on their family  labour as far as their p o u l t r y - f a r m s  were 

conce rne d.  As re ga r d s their ri ce -f a rm i n g,  they ne ede d to 

hire in w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  to help them with more tasks than 

b e f o re  since they were c o n c e n t r a t i n g  their fa m i ly  labour 

on p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g . T h e r e f o r e  tasks like land

p r e p a r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  they used to do by t h e m s e l v e s  were 

p e r f o r m e d  by w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  in 1981-82.

The r e m a i n i n g  three of the small p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g
!

h o u s e h o l d s  e n g a g e d  in some other  o c c u p a t io n s , a lt h o ug h

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  c o n s t i t u t e d  a major s ou rce  of their

income. The h ea d  of one h o u s e h o l d  was w o r k i n g  as a

f u l l -t i me  l o c a l l y - b a s e d  po li ce man . A n o t h e r  h o u s e h o l d  did 
rice

farm a 3 0 rai ^plot they i n h e r i t e d  from their p a r e n t s  but 

gave this up in the 1970s after crop failures. They then 

t u r n ed  to s m a l l - s c a l e  p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  and had r e n te d 25 

rai of their  land to their b r o t h e r ' s  family. In 1981-82 

they were also en g a g e d  in s ma l l - s c a l e  d u c k - r a i s i n g  wh ic h  

did not re qu i r e as much c ap ita l as p o u l t r y - r a i s i n g .  The 

r e m a i n i n g  h o u s e h o l d  also had their b a c k g r o u n d  in 

r ic e - f a r m i n g ,  but i n h e r i t e d  only 1 rai from th eir pa ren ts  

b e c a u s e  the latter were forc ed  to sell off th eir 27 rai 

plot in the 1950s in order to pay off their debt s after 

crop failures. Sinc e then the couple had e a r n e d  their 

living from other  o c c u p a t i o n s  i.e. the h u s b a n d  had been  

en g a g e d  in b o a t - b u i l d i n g  while the wife had be en r u n n i n g  

a f o od - s t o r e  at the Thepa ra j School. A f t e r  savi ng up 

some m on ey they s t a r t e d  to raise a small n umb er of
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c hi c ke n s  in the late 1970s. In 1981-82 the i r 's  and the 

p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d  h o u s e h o l d  were the sm al le s t  

p o u l t r y - f a r m s  in V i l l a g e  no. 2 wi th  1,300 c h i c k e n s  each.

It is not easy to g e n e r a l i z e  as to why some 

h o u s e h o l d s  had found it more e c o n o m i c a l  to drop 

r i c e - f a r m i n g  a l t o g e t h e r  while  others see b e n e f i t  in the

"balance" of div ers i ty .  In many cases, this seems to

have been r e l a t e d  to the t i mi n g of the deci sio ns.  

H o u s e h o l d s  w h i c h  were e x c l u s i v e l y  in p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  in 

1981-82 t e nd e d to have st a r t e d  in po u l t r y  e ar l i e r  and

then d r o p p e d  r i c e - f a r m i n g  at a time when, for them, the 

latter  b e ca m e  less p r o f i t a bl e .  Those e n g a g e d  in mi x ed  

far mi n g m ig h t  have s ta r t e d  (or re-start ed )

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  later at a time when the c o m p a r a t i v e  

b e n e f i t s  we re di f fe r e nt .  Ot her  s i g n i f i c a n t  f ac tor s in 

the c o m p l e x  p i c t u r e  were: the h o u s e h o l d ' s  access to

ca pi t a l and credit, its c o m p o s i t i o n  (poultry t e n d i n g  to

be less l a b o u r - i n t e n s i v e ) ,  etc.

D i f f e r i n g  S o c i o - E c o n o m i c  and P o l i t i ca l  St at u s e s

The d i f f e r e n t  scales  of o p e r a t i o n s  in w h i c h  three 

c a t e g o r i e s  of p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  e n ga g e d i n v o l v e d  them in 

d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n s  of ec on om i c and social r e la t i o n s h i p s .  

Firstly, r e g a r d i n g  the r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  these farms 

and l a r g e - s c a l e  a n i m a l - f e e d  c o m p an i es  with the companies' 

v e r t i c a l l y  i nt e g ra l  b u s i n e s s  and their  link with  

m u l t i n a t i o n a l s :  the a g r o - i n d u s t r i a l  c o mp l e x can be said

to have g a i n e d  a pa r t i a l  and i ndi rec t con t r ol  over the 

m o d e r n  p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  p r o ce ss  as a whole. At
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p r e s e n t  a sourc e of supply of ‘eggs and p o u l t r y  have be en  

s u c c e s s f u l l y  c r e a t e d  wh i le  the big a g r o - i n d u s t r i a l  

c o m p a n i e s  t h e m s e l v e s  ma na ge  to av oid p r o d u c t i o n  risks and 

at the same time to i ns t i tu t e  some c o n tr o l  over the 

t e c h n i c a l  ba sis of p o u l t r y - r a i s i n g .  P o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  is 

r e q u i r e d  to meet c er t ai n te c h n i c a l  c r it e r i a  so that their 

p r o d u c e  r ea c h es  s t a n d a r d  q u al i ty  and u ni fo r m i t y .  T hr o u gh  

c o n t r a c t - f a r m i n g  wh i c h  many p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  in other 

areas of C h a c h o e n g s a o  and other p r o i v i n c e s  have e n te r e d  

into, and wh i c h  the many p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  in 

The par aj  used to s ubj ec t t h e m s el ve s  to b e fo re  they 

s w i t c h e d  from c h i c k e n  meat to e g g - p r o d u c t i o n , the big 

a n i m a l - f e e d  c o m p a n i e s  e nf orc e a p a r ti al  c o n t r o l  over 

p r o d u c t i o n  by b i n d i n g  small p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  t h em s e l v e s  

t h r o ug h  i n d e b t e d n e s s  and a g r e e m e n t s  c o v e r i n g  sales of 

o u t pu t  and via an in fo rm a l credi t n e tw o r k us i n g  local big 

farmers as their i n te r m e d i a r i e s .  At the same time a few 

bi g a n i m a l - f e e d  c o m p a n i e s  also enjoy an o l i g o p o l i s t i c  

con tr o l over the p r o d u c t i o n  and m a r k e t i n g  of some vital 

inputs for p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  such as feed co n c e n t r a t e ,  baby 

chicks, me di ci n e , etc., and can m a n i p u l a t e  the m a rk e t  to 

m a i n t a i n  the hi gh  pr i c e s  of their goods. One w e l l - k n o w n  

in st a n ce  took p lac e in 1978 w hen  the c o m p a n ie s  u n d e r t o o k  

to dump over 1.6 m i l l i o n  baby  chicks into the sea in 

order to r edu ce  their suppl y and hence keep up the price  

(Thai N i k o r n , 2 4/ 3/1 97 8; A r t h i t , 28/3/197 8) . All p o ul t r y

farms alike are s u b j e c t e d  to this p a r t i a l  c o nt r ol  over 

the t e c h n i c a l  basis  of their p r o d u c t i o n  and over the
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input sup pl i es  of the a g r o - i n d u s t r i a l  a n i m a l - f e e d  

c o m p l e x .

However, c o m p a r e d  with the e ar l i er  years of 

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  in T h e p a r a j , the p r e s e n t - d a y  big and 

medxuni p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s , many  of w ho m used to be tied to 

the big c o m p a n i e s ’ local sales agent, in 198 1 -8 2  were

o p e r a t i n g  la r ge l y  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  of the a g r i - b u s i n e s s e s '  

fi na n ci a l  and ou t pu t  m a r k e t i n g  control. Th ei r  p o s i t i o n  

had been i n c r e a s i n g l y  s t r e n g t h e n e d  over the years. They 

had libe ra l a cc es s to in s t i t u t i o n a l  c r ed i t  from 

co m m e r c i a l  and the stat e' s banks and could ch oo se to sell 

th eir  p r o d u c e  to the num e r ou s  m i d d l e m a n  who h a n d l e d  the 

m a r k e t i n g  of eggs. On the other hand, the small

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s , a l t h o u g h  they were not s u b j e c t e d  to the 

s t r i n g e n t  forms of c o n t r a c t - f a r m i n g  of the past, and 

a l t h o u g h  they had access to the BAAC loans, still ne ed e d

to form d e p e n d e n t  ties w it h  some local bi g  firms for

c r e d it  and m a r k e t i n g  outlets. The a g r o - i n d u s t r y  can thus 

be said in this case to make contac t wi t h s m a l l - s c a l e  

p r o d u c e r s  l ar gel y by m a k i n g  use of the o n g o i n g  informal 

cr edi t ne tw or k, and the e x i s t i n g  form  of

m e r c h a n t / m o n e y l e n d e r  me c ha n i sm .  A few big farms in 

Th eparaj thus found t he ms e l v e s  o p e r a t i n g  on the one ha nd  

as the m a n u f a c t u r e r ' s  sales agents and on the other as 

m e r c h a n t s  and c r e d i t o r s  to small p o u 1t r y - f a r m e r s .

Seco ndl y,  a de gr ee  of c o l l u s i o n  e x i s t e d  among many 

big p o u l t r y - f a r m  ow ne rs  in order to get high p r ic e s  for 

their  eggs. Big f a r m - o w n e r s  are said to fo ll o w  clos ely  

the f l u c t u a t i o n s  in the pr ic es of eggs. Wh e n the de ma nd
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for eggs was high, they wo u l d  agree to sell th ei r eggs at 

0.01 to 0.02 baht per egg hi g h er  than the g oi n g  ma rk e t  

rate. A large numbe r of big p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  se e me d  to

b e l o n g  to the k a m n a n 1s circle and met on a r eg u l a r  basis

at a c o f f e e - s h o p  in tambo n Pr aw et  to d i sc u s s the prices 

of eggs as well as other aspects of p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g , such 

as va r io u s  t e c h n i c a l  probl em s,  the p r o d u c t i v i t y  of their 

hens, wh at  m e d i c i n e  was good, etc. These m e e t i n g s  took 

the form of a social ga t h e r i n g  wi th  p a r t i c i p a n t s  

i n d u lg i n g in d r i n k i n g  and gam bl i ng  at the same time.

However, not all big f ar m - o w n e r s  f r e q u e n t e d  such

me eti ng s.  A few of the big farmers, such as L i an g  (the 

CP com p an y  agent), Yee and M aay  (two big f a r m - o w n e r s  in 

Vi l l a g e  no. 2), were o c c a s i o n a l l y  ac cu s e d of ac ti ng on 

their own and m a ki n g more pro f it  by not a d h e r i n g  to the 

g e n e r a l l y - a g r e e d  sale price.

The small and m e d i u m  pou lt r y f ar m - o w n e r s  , on the 

other hand, ne ver joine d in at such me etings. A c c o r d i n g  

to them, big f a r m - o w n e r s  were ta l ki n g  a mon g t h e m s e l v e s  in 

terms of "h un dr eds  of tho us a n ds  of baht" w h i l e  they can 

only talk in terms of "a few baht and satang". They did 

not meet on a r eg u la r basis like the big farme rs but they 

di s c u s s e d  a mon g t he m s e l v e s  the vario us  p r o b l e m s  they were 

faci ng w hen  they met one an ot he r at the local c o f f e e - s h o p  

or at the market. W h i l e  big farmers f o l l o w e d  close ly  

m a r k et  c o n d i t i o n s  that a f f e c t e d  the egg and inputs prices 

and kept up to date wi th  the d e v e l o p m e n t s  in both the 

d om e st i c  and f o re i g n egg and p o u lt ry  ma rk et s, the 

m e d i u m - s c a l e  p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  took the pr ic es "set" by the
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b i g ge r  farms as a g u i d e l i n e  w h i c h  they f o l l o w e d  when they 

sold their eggs to the re gul ar  m i d d l e m a n  clients. As in 

the small farms, the pr ic e s  they got were l a rg e l y set by 

their creditors, the farme rs  ha v i n g  no p o w e r  to bargain.

Th ird ly , big p o u l t r y - f a r m  owne rs were much more 

o u t w a r d l y  o r i e n t e d  than the rest of the v i l l ag e  

po pu l a t i o n .  The l a r g e - s c a l e  of their o p e r a t i o n  r e s u l t e d  

in their di re ct  de a l i n g s  with the feed m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  big 

b a n k er s  and me rc h a n t s .  Locally, these t e nd e d  to

s o c i al i ze  am o ng  t h e m s e l v e s  and had t he ir own m e e t i n g

pla ce s  wh ere  other  v i l l a g e r s  were s o c i a l l y  excluded. 

They went about their daily bu s i n e s s  and r o u t i n e  largely 

w i t h i n  the co n f i n e s  of their own en c l o s e d  farms and were

far more i n a c c e s s i b l e  than other villa ge rs.  W h en  they

were not inside their farms, one mi ght  be lucky en ou gh  to 

catch a g l i m p s e  of them as they drove past in thei r cars 

or in their p i c k - u p  trucks. On the front gates of the 

bi g farms b e s i d e  t hei r farms' name p la te s were hu ng  signs 

w hi c h  read  "do not enter if you have no b u si n e s s " .  Other 

v i l l a g e r s  said that they "do not dare to greet  them" when

they come a cr oss  some of the big p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  b e ca u s e

of the social and e c on o m i c  gap that sets th e m  apart.

Four thl y,  i n c r ea s i ng l y , po wer  and p r e s t i g e  were 

c omi ng  to be i d e n t i f i e d  with wealth. In the a nn ual  thod 

kat hi n  r e l i g i o u s  c e r e m o n y  when an a t te mp t  was usu a l ly  

made to b ri n g  in large d o n a t i o n s  for the local temple, 

the h o n o u r e d  role of a m aj or spon so r had of t e n been

e n t r u s t e d  wi th  w e l l - t o - d o  r el a t i v e s  of local p e o p l e  who 

were usu a l ly  ba s e d  in Bangkok. In re c en t years  this
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p r e s t i g i o u s  role has be en  o f f e r r e d  to local big 

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  as well.

A ls o  in r e cen t years, big p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  has 

b eco me  more a c t i v e l y  in v ol ve d  in local p o li t i cs .  Those

who have e n t e r e d  the p o l i t c a l  ar ena have t h e m s e l v e s  been

el e c t e d  to v ar io u s p o sit io ns . In 1981-82, the kamna ns of 

tambons P r aw e t  and Th eparaj were b ot h  o wn ers  of 

l a r g e - s c a l e  p o u l t r y - f a r m s . Ot he r big f a r m - o w n e r s  have 

be en e l e c t e d  to v ar iou s local comm it tee s. Big farm- 

owners tend to have "useful and friendly" r e l a t i o n s h i p s

wi th g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i al s  at the amphoe and p ro vi n ce

levels. Some are k now n to be able to in f l u e n c e  impor ta nt  

d e c i s i o n s  of g o v e r n m e n t a l  c o m m i tt e e s at the p r o v i n c i a l  

level. O t he r s  are said to have used their  fi na nci al  

po wer  to sway court ve rd ic t s to their a d van tag e.  This 

will be dealt with  in more detail in the f o l l o wi n g

section. S u f f ic e it to say here that their

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  often  deri ve  s i g n i f i c a n t  

be ne f i t s  from th ese "useful" r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  For

instance, all the big p o u l t r y - f a r m s  had been i n v o l v e d  in 

the p u r c h a s e  of illegal timbe r wh ic h was u s u a l l y  sold at 

half the norma l pr ice  and many are said to have used

their fi n an c i al  p o w e r  to secure the c o - o p e r a t i o n  of local 

po li c em e n .  As r e c e n t l y  as 1981, Yee, the largest 

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r  in Vi l l a g e  no. 2 was "ar re ste d"  for havi ng  

illegal ti mb er  in her po sse ss i on ,  but a p p a r e n t l y  the case 

never  got to court. As it happened, a numbe r of

p o l i c e m e n  were t h e m s e l v e s  i nv ol v ed  in this ille gal  timber 

trade. The w o o d  was said to have been t r a n s p o r t e d  from
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the n o r t h e a s t  to C h a c h o e n g s a o  and other n e a r b y  provi nc es . 

In Yee's case, c e r t ai n  h i g hw ay  p o l i c e m e n  who s p o t t e d  the 

timber  truck d e c i d e d  to cut in on a share of the spoils. 

They thus f o l l o w e d  the truck to Yee's farm and ap p e a r e d  

be fo r e  her after she had bo ug h t  the w ood  to ask for 5,000 

baht of h u s h - u p  money. Yee at first th o u g h t  that the two 

local p o l i c e m e n  b a s e d  in The paraj had b e t r a y e d  her and in 

her rage a n n o u n c e d  that she wo u l d  offer a re w ar d  of

100,00 0 baht for an yo ne who co ul d get them t r a n s f e r r e d  

el sew he re.  W hen  news of the a rr est  was heard, other big 

farm ers  h u r r i e d l y  hid their illegal timb er  by d u m p i n g  it 

into the p on ds or the canal. Ot her v i l l a g e r s  o b s e r v e d  

that "money can buy e v e r t h i n g  nowa day s"  and that "money 

not only g e n e r a t e s  more money, but money  is also power".

The r e l a t i v e l y  stable and f a v ou r a bl e  pr i c e  of eggs 

over the years, c o m p a r e d  with an a r t i f i c i a l l y  d e p r e s s e d  

pr ice of rice, has e n a b l e d  the e g g - f a r m i n g  c o m m u n i t y  in 

the P r a w e t - T h e p a r a j  area, e s p c i a l l y  the big

p o u l t r y - f a r m s , to b e co m e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  b e t t e r  off than 

m e m b e r s  of the r i c e - f a r m i n g  community. The h an d so m e

p r o f i t a b i l i t y  of the new e n t e r p r i s e  has f u r t h e r m o r e  

a t t r a c t e d  an i n c r e a s i n g  number of b e t t e r - o f f  r i c e - f a r m e r s  

to start r a i s i n g  c hi c k e n s  too, albeit on a scale much  

s ma l le r  than those wh os e  b a c k g r o u n d  was in trade, or in 

the b u s i n e s s e s  of m o n e y l e n d i n g  or mi lling. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

there s e e m ed  to exist  also a factor wh i c h has w i t h h e l d  

some p e op l e  from t a ki n g  up p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g .  C er t a i n

h o u s e h o l d s  were in a p o s i t i o n  to start their own 

c h i c k e n - f a r m s  but r e f r a i n e d  from d oin g so b e c a u s e  they
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r e g a r d e d  c h i e k e n - r a i s i n g  as a sinful o c cu p a ti o n . Be in g  

devout  a d h e r en ts  of the Bu d d h i s t  f un d a m e n t a l  precepts, 

they w o u l d  ra th er  co nt in ue with their r i c e - f a r m i n g  and be 

con te n t with a m o d e r a t e  level of we l l- b e in g .  A few who 

we re al re a d y in p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  also said that they w ou ld  

give up r a i s i n g  c h ic k e ns  after they had s av ed up some 

money b e c a u s e  they were under a co ns ta n t p r e s s u r e  from 

their p a r e n t s  u r g i n g  them to ab an do n their c h i c k e n - f a r m s  

for ex c l u s i v e  r i c e - f a r m i n g . However, pe op l e  who thought  

along this line made up a m in o r it y  of the vi llage 

p o p u l a t i o n  and the t ren d was for those r i c e - f a r m e r s  who 

c oul d fork out some c a pit al to start r a i s i n g  chickens, 

bec au s e the p r o s p e c t  was t ho ugh t to be be tt e r  than that 

of r i c e - f a r m i n g .

R i c e - F a r m e r s

As r e gar ds ric e- f ar m i ng ,  the ad v e nt  of

d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  and the ado pt i on  of the h i g h - y i e l d i n g  

rice v a r i e t i e s  and var i o us  mo de r n  inputs has r e s u l t e d  in 

a r e m a r k a b l e  i ncr eas e in p r o d uc t iv i t y.  B e f o r e  the

change, an a ve rag e rai of land in Theparaj y i e l d e d  about 

20-25 t h a n g , in 1981-82 the avera ge  yi eld  was about 60-70

th ang per r a i . Hence, the same 20 rai plot c ou ld now

pro du c e yi el ds 2-4 times larger than before. But such 

high p r o d u c t i v i t y  also means that c o n s i d e r a b l e  cash 

e x p e n d i t u r e  is now r e q u i r e d  in ric e - fa rm i ng .  Before, to 

cu l t i v a t e  a 20 rai plot, pe op le  said that the e s s e nt i al  

factors they ne ed e d  were a few p r o d u c t i v e  l a bo u r er s  and 

buffalo. L it tl e cash ou tla y was neede d to start off the
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cycle of r i c e - p r o d u c t i o n . In 1981-82, the ow ne rs  of a 

plot of the same size ne e d e d  at least 20,000 b ah t  of cash 

e x p e n d i t u r e  to see them thr o ug h  each crop cycle. Before, 

a h o u s e h o l d  mi g h t  e x p an d its p r o d u c t i o n  by r e n t i n g  in 

more land or c l a i m i n g  back its r e n t e d  land for 

s e l f - c u l t i v a t i o n  wh en the c h i l d r e n  were gr o wn  up, hence 

ad din g to the nu m be r  of p r o d u c t i v e  la b ou r e rs  avai la ble .  

At present, even w it h many la bo ur ers  in the hous eh old ,  

p r o d u c t i o n  can no longer be e x p a n d e d  w i t h o u t  also 

e x p a n d i n g  cash e x p e n d i t u r e  at the outset. Mo st  p r o m i n e n t  

on the e x p e n d i t u r e  list are such m o d e r n  inputs as 

c h e m i c a l  fer til i ze r ,  fuel, herb ici de,  ins ec ti ci d e ,

t og e th e r  w i t h  labour. In the farmers' daily

c o n v e r s a t i o n s  on p r od u ct i o n,  the word  thun or "capital", 

wh i c h  in this con t e xt  is close r to the m e a n i n g  of "cash 

outlay", c r o p p e d  up all the time and every r i c e - f a r m e r  to 

a man was of the o p i ni on  that " r i c e - f a r m i n g  n o wad ays  

re qu i re s  such a great deal of t h u n " . The use of c ert ai n  

inputs, n o t a b l y  c h em ic a l fert il ize r, h e r b i c i d e  and 

i n s e c t i c i d e  has also i n c r e a s e d  over the years. For

instance, fa rm er s said that w hen  they first p l a n t e d  the 

new h i g h - y i e l d i n g  rice v a rie ti es , they us ed  only 5 

k i l o g r a m m e s  of f e r t i l i z e r  per r a i . A s i g n i f i c a n t

r e p e r c u s s i o n  of the farmers' use of inputs  with

i nd u s t r i a l  o r i g i n  is that it has linked t hem  more tight ly  

to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e co n om ic  order than bef o r e as 

m e c h a n i z e d  f ar m i ng  e q u i p m e n t  or most c o m p o n e n t s  of them, 

as well as b i o - c h e m i c a l s ,  have to be i m p o r t e d  and their 

costs are a s s i g n e d  by the in ternal and i n t e r n a t i o n a l
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ma rkets. The f ar mer s have thus be c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  

ca ugh t b e t w e e n  the input and outpu t marke ts , and their 

d e c i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  the a l l o c a t i o n  of their time, land, 

la bou r have b e co m e i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o n s t r a i n e d  by the 

cu rre nt  p r ic e s of the va ri ous  inputs in r e l a t i o n  to the

price of thei r paddy. Hence, when the p ri ce of

f e r t i l i z e r  soar, they might  cut down on the a mo u n t  used; 

but to make up for the de cl i n e in returns, they have to 

s ac r i f i c e  their le isu re  time and put more of th eir labour 

into the v a r i ou s stages of cu l ti vat ion . Some, like a 

numb er of r i c e - f a r m e r s  in Theparaj, may d e ci d e  to turn 

away from rice c u l t i v a t i o n  to adopt what they see as a 

more a t t r a c t i v e  e co no m ic  activity, such as

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g .

The s i g n i f i c a n c e  of cash inputs in mo de rn  

r i c e - f a r m i n g  means  that the d i f f e r e n t i a l  access to

ch ea p er  cr e d it  may have an i m por tan t e f fe c t  on the

r el a ti v e  a d v a n t a g e  that di f f e r e n t  h o u s e h o l d s  mi gh t  enjoy. 

In Th ep ara j, most of the riche r r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  

wh ic h  h i r e d  in labour r eg u l a r l y  had acces s to

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  cr edi t w i th  ch ea pe r  rates of interest, 

wh il e  all the p o o r er  r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  that n eed ed  

to s u p p l e m e n t  their income from wage labour n e ed e d  to 

rely on loans from p r i v a t e  m o n e y l e n d e r s  wh ic h c a r r i e d  25 

-50% hig h e r rates of interest. It also me ans that as the 

state a g e n c i e s  s u p p l i e d  cheap cred it  and some other 

inputs, h o u s e h o l d s  that m a n a g e d  to be co m e  t hei r clien ts  

were also able to pr o d u c e  at r e l a t i v e l y  lower costs and 

thus able to g en e ra t e  a higher  level of pr o f i t  than
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n o n - c l ie n t s.  These were not r e s t r i c t e d  to the richer 

h o u s e h o l d s  only, but abou t half of the h o u s e h o l d s  that 

r e l ie d  on their  family  labour also had ac ce ss to the 

stat e's  credits. However, a lot of th ose who b o r r o w e d  

from the BAAC fo und that the am ou nt of cr edi t e x t e n d e d  to 

them  fell short of their r e q u i r e m e n t s  and they n e e d e d  to 

turn to local m e r c h a n t s  for credi t in f e rt i li z e r.  A few 

local r i c e - m e r c h a n t s  ba s e d  in Kl on g Suan m a r k e t  were

m a k i n g  h a n d s o m e  p r o f i t s  by se l li ng  f e r t i l i z e r  on credit  

to r i c e - f a r m e r s  at the b e g i n n i n g  of each cycle at 6,000 

baht per 5 0 - k i l o g r a m m e  sack, wh il e the cash pr ice is 

4,700 baht. The d i f fe re n ce ,  w hi ch was taken as in terest  

on the credit, was a c t u a l l y  for a 3-4 mo n t h  p e r i o d  only 

b e c a u s e  the loans were then re pa i d at h a r ve st  whe n pa dd y  

was sold to the same m e r c h a n t - c r e d i t o r s .

It is n ot i c e a b l e ,  too, that a l t h o u g h  r i c e - f a r m i n g  

h o u s e h o l d s  n e e d e d  to b o r r o w  r e gul arl y,  chron ic

i n d e b t e d n e s s  w h i c h  p r e v i o u s l y  led to loss of land, was a 

rare o c c u r r e n c e  by 1981-82. D u r i n g  the

p r e - d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  days, poor crops c ou ld re su l t in a 

h o u s e h o l d  m o r t g a g i n g  its land with m o n e y l e n d e r s  for

loans, and s u c c e s s i v e  poor crops m igh t r e su l t in it 

losing  the land or h a v i n g  to sell off the land to pay off 

its debt. Also, i n d e b t e d n e s s  often led a h o u s e h o l d  to 

sell off p a dd y  i m m e d i a t e l y  after  h a r ve st  w he n pr ice was 

at its lowest, le a vi n g  an i n s u f f i c i e n t  p a d d y  stock to 

last it all the year round, thus f o r c in g  it to bo rr o w  

again. No wa da y s , high  yi e ld s  and two crops a y ear  allow 

r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  to have e nou gh  pa d d y  for their
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own c o n s u m p t i o n  and have e l i m i n a t e d  the n e c e s s i t y  to 

b o r r o w  for this purp ose . Now  they are u s u a l l y  able to 

repay the loans at least in part at h a r v e s t  time. 

Fa r m e r s  who m o r t g a g e  their land u su a l ly  do so with the 

BAAC in o rd er to ob t ai n  loans at low rates of i n te r e st  to 

fina nce  their op er a t io n s , rather  than b ei n g  f o rc e d  to do 

so t h r o u g h  se ver e fi n an c i al  trouble. M o r t g a g i n g  land 

w ith  pr i v a t e  m o n e y l e n d e r s  is no longer found am on g  landed 

r i c e - f a r m e r s  in Thepa raj .

As such, land t r a n s a c t i o n s  in the past de c a de  have 

t h e r e f o r e  la rg el y be en  t h r o ug h  sales and not th ro u g h  

f o r e cl o su r e s,  as in the p r e v i o u s  decades.

D o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  and hi gh  yi el d s  had, up to 1981-82,

g e n e r a t e d  in a b s o l u t e  terms gr ea t e r we a l t h  and p r o s p e r i t y  

a mon g Thepa ra j r ic e - f a r m e r s .  All of t he m a g r e e d  that 

since d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g ,  r i c e - f a r m i n g  had be c o m e  a far more 

stable source of income and b r o u g h t  the farm o p e r a to r s  

more wealth. A lot of the old debt was p a i d  off, and in 

re ce n t years, a few ten a nt s  were even able to gain

p o s s e s s i o n  of pa rt  of the land they were once renting.

B e t w e e n  1977 and 1981, eight forme r tenan ts b e c a m e  either 

o w n e r - o p e r a t o r s  or p a r t - o w n e r / p a r t - t e n a n t s . F o ur  bo ug h t  

their land from a b s e n t e e  l a n d ow ne r s and the o th er four 

from local lan do w ne r s . The total amount  b o u g h t  was 285 

r a i , wi th plot sizes r a n g i n g  from 17 to 50 rai. Three 

plots were b o u g h t  from Yee, a m o n e y l e n d e r -  c u m - m e r c h a n t  

tu rn e d  big p o u l t r y - f a r m e r . Of note is the fact that all 

the plots  r e c e n t l y  a c q u i r e d  by f a r m e r - t e n a n t s  are all

s i t u a t e d  on the n o r t h e a s t e r n  bank of the canal. Land on
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this b an k was a c c e s s i b l e  only by boat and not by road 

t ra ns po rt,  was not in d em a n d  by big p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  who 

were m o s t l y  c o m p e t i n g  to buy land on the road side. It 

thus fe t c h e d  lower pr i c es  than the latter.

Howeve r, a l t h o u g h  the in c r e a s e d  p r o f i t a b i l i t y  of

r i c e - f a r m i n g  has e n a b l e d  some tenants to a cq u i r e  land,

the ov er al l s e c u r i t y  of tenure on the part  of ex i st i n g

t en an ts  is i n c r e a s i n g l y  th re ate ne d.  Fi rs tly , as the

p r o s p e c t s  of r i c e - f a r m i n g  has c o n s i d e r a b l y  i m p r o v e d  after

d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g ,  some local l a n do wn e rs  have d e m a n d e d

their land ba ck  for se l f - c u l t i v a t i o n .  U n l i k e  in the

p r e - d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  days when i n s u f f i c i e n t  labour usu a l ly

led a h o u s e h o l d  to rent out some of its land to others,

wi th the m o d e r n  t e c h n i q u e s  of fa r mi n g  a h o u s e h o l d  can now

ma na g e  larger ac r ea g e s  gi ve n the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of and

access to c ap i ta l  and credit. Sec ondly, the recen t

e x p a n s i o n  of b ig p o u l t r y - f a r m s  has b o t h  led to their

f or m er l y  r e n t e d  rice land be in g r e c l a i m e d  for
tenants

p o u l t r y - r a i s i n g  wi th  r i c e - f a r m i n g ^ b e i n g  t u r n e d  out of the 

land (as has bee n dealt wit h in the p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  

s e c t i o n ) , and also to new rice land be i n g  b o u g h t  up. 

B e t w e e n  1970 and 1983, p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  in V i l l a g e  no. 2 

i n c r e a s e d  the am o un t  of land they owned. Two h u n d r e d  and 

tw en t y two rai of land in the vi l l a g e  had b e en  p u r c h a s e d  

by 7 of the p r e s e n t - d a y  p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s . All exc e p t 14 

rai lay on the s o u t h w e s t  bank of the canal w h e r e  the road 

ran through. P r ev i o u s l y ,  all the plots were rice land 

and over half  b e l o n g e d  to abs e n te e  la n d ow n e rs  who re nt ed  

it out to r i c e - f a r m i n g  tenants. The rest of the plots
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sold to p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  used to be c u l t i v a t e d  by 

o w n e r - o p e r a t o r s . C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  the re cen t e x p a n s i o n  of 

p o u l t r y  farms in the area has me ant  that a n umb er of 

te nan ts  had been t u rn e d  out as the land was b e i n g  sold 

off, wh il e a few o w n e r - o p e r a t o r s  saw their plots

d e c l i n i n g  in size. On the other hand, the r i si n g  land 

va lue  c o n s t i t u t e d  a c on s t an t  a t t r a c t i o n  for abs e n t ee

l an d o w n e r s  to sell off their holdi ng s. At the same time, 

the ri si ng  d e m a n d  for land by big p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  had 

also dr i ve n  up land pr ic es  and made it i n c r e a s i n g l y

d i f f i c u l t  for r i c e - f a r m e r s  wi th  their m u c h  w e ak e r

p u r c h a s i n g  power, but g r e at e r  need for l arg er acreage, to 

ob ta i n land. A d d e d  to this, the fact that land re ce nt l y  

a c q u i r e d  by b ig  p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  was all ch o ic e  land

a l o n g s i d e  the road and near to the wa te r source, means 

that the am ou n t of the former p r i m e  rice land,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  on the "road" side in ta m bo n Pr a w e t  and 

V i l l a g e s  nos. 1 and 2 of ta mb o n  The paraj, wh i c h  were 

c lo s el y  s i t u a t e d  to the main hi g h w a y  had, a c c o r d i n g  to 

the local r i c e - f a r m e r s ,  re c e n t l y  been "u su rpe d" by big 

p o u l t r y - f a r m s , le a vi ng  land wi th p o o r e r  access to 

t r a n s p o r t  or that was s i t u a t e d  further away from the 

canal to be c u l t i v a t e d  in rice.

D e s p i t e  the r e m a r k a b l e  incr ea se in p a d d y  y i e l d  per 

r a i , the rent on most land had not i n c r e a s e d  ap pr ec i a bl y .  

Bef or e  d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g ,  a fixed rent in kind of 10 thang 

was l ev ied  on a p e r - rai basi s and this took up 30 to 50% 

or more of the prod uce . At present, the rent of 10-15 

thang per rai a c co u n t s  for 12-25% of the output. As
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such, t e na nts  who en j o y e d  this a r r a n g e m e n t  o fte n said 

that "rent is not e x p e n si v e " and it was still "levi ed  on 

the m a i n - s e a s o n  crop only, w h er e a s the s e c o n d  crop is 

free of rent." This may be be ca u s e th.ese ten a nt s  were 

re n t i n g  their  relatives' or their parents' land or have 

be en l o n g - t e r m  ten a n ts  of a bs e n te e  l a n d o w n e r s  who were 

not r e l y i n g  on land rent for their income sour ce  or who 

m igh t t h e m s e l v e s  be r e l at e d  to their tenants. However, 

the r i s i n g  land value has not i n f r e q u e n t l y  t e m p t e d  even 

the more b e n e v o l e n t  la n d ow n e rs  into se l l i n g  off their 

land. Mo reo ve r, ce r t a i n  p r a c t i c e  has been  a d o p t e d  by a 

nu mbe r of l an d o w n e r s  s i g n a l l i n g  that the sc re w was b ei n g  

t i g h t e n e d  on the ten a nt s and local la n d o w n e r s  g e n er a l ly  

im po s ed  m uc h more st r i n g e n t  terms than a b s e n t e e  ones. 

Some l a n d o w n e r s  were d e m a n d i n g  that the rent be paid at 

the b e g i n n i n g  of the crop cycle i nst ead  of at ha r v e s t  as 

before. This me an s that poorer tenants st oo d  much less 

ch anc e of g a i n i n g  acce ss to r e nt e d land for they coul d  

not a f f o rd  the a d v a n c e d  rent pa y m e n t  c o l l e c t e d  in cash. 

An i n c r e a s i n g  nu mb e r of la nd o w ne r s  were d e m a n d i n g  a lump 

sum of mo ne y to be pa id  as a p r e c o n d i t i o n  for r e ne w i n g  

leases or for g r a n t i n g  leases to new tenants. A few 

e v i c t e d  old tena nts  to re pl ace  them wit h new ones who 

were p r e p a r e d  to bid up the lump sum paym en t. One recent 

case w h i c h  a r o u s e d  sharp c r i t i c i s m  amon g the te nan ts  was 

when  Yee, the larg es t p o u l t r y - f a r m  owner in the village, 

g a i n e d  p o s s e s s i o n  of a ',50 rai plot of land t h r o u g h  debt 

f o r e c l o s u r e  in 1982. She then ag re ed  to rent out 30 rai 

to a r i c e - f a r m i n g  couple for one year b e fo r e  b u i l d i n g
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a n o t he r  of her p o u l t r y - f a r m  on it. For this, she

c h a r g e d  the coupl e an a d v a n c e d  cash rent of 15,000 baht 

in total w h i c h  was do ub le the a mou nt of the a ve r ag e rent. 

In a n o t h e r  case, Yee he rs e l f said that she had d e m a n d e d  

a lump sum p a y m e n t  of 50,000 baht on a 50 rai pl ot  over 

and on top of the rent.

D i f f e r e n t i a l  A c c e s s  to Me an s of P r o d u c t i o n

At this stage, a b r e a k d o w n  of r i c e - f a r m i n g  

h o u s e h o l d s  and rice land area in the v i ll ag e  a c c o r d i n g  to 

land tenu re stat us  and sizes of l a n d h o l d i n g s  may enable 

us to d ra w up fur t he r o b s e r v a t i o n s  on the r i c e - f a r m i n g  

p o p u l a t i o n  in The pa r aj .  The f o l l o w i n g  table i n c lu d e s all 

the h o u s e h o l d s  that were e n g a g e d  in ri c e -f a r m i n g ,  

a l t h o u g h  those who did not deri ve a ma jo r part  of their 

income from rice c u l t i v a t i o n  were m a r k e d  off in brack ets . 

Mo re o v er ,  te na n t s on "crown land" are t r e a t e d  here as 

o wne rs  of the land ra t h er  than as tenan ts  for the reaso n  

that they were p a y i n g  a nom i na l sum of rent to the state, 

that they had s e c u r i t y  of tenure over the land and that 

they co ul d even sell off their leases, i.e. t r a n s f e r r i n g  

the o c c u p a t i o n  r i g h t s /  o w n e r s h i p  over the land, or 

r e n t i n g  it out to others. They were then in a p o s i t i o n  

much more akin to that of o w n e r - o p e r a t o r s  than wi th  the 

rest of the tenants.
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Out of the 2,361 rai of r ic el a n d  fa r me d by pe o pl e  in 

V i l l a g e  no. 2, 44.5% was re nt e d land w hil e 55.5% was

o w n e r - o p e r a t e d  land (the 556 rai of crow n land being  

i n c l u d e d  in the latter c a t e g o r y ) . Of the r e n t e d  land, 

ab out 41.3% was r e n t e d  from local la ndo w n er s  w hi l e  59,7% 

from a b s en t e e  landowne rs . As far as the land tenure 

status of the h o u s e h o l d s  is concerned, the true pic t ur e  

may not be a c c u r a t e l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  by the above table, as 

m any  h o u s e h o l d s  o c c u p i e d  d i f f e r e n t  s ta tus es  at the same 

time. A nu mb er  of tenan ts  were p a r t - t i m e  wage labourers; 

o w n e r - o p e r a t o r s  wi t h  small plots were also e n g a g e d  in a 

lot of wage work; a few h o u s e h o l d s  were s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  

l an do wn ers , te n an t s  and o w n e r - o p e r a t o r s  of p o u l t r y - f a r m s . 

Hence, w hil e b r o a d  c a te g o r i e s  may be drawn, it sh ou l d  not 

be r e ad i ly  a s s u m e d  that they are always c l ea r l y d ef i ne d  

g r o u p i n g s .

A m o n g  the 19 h o u s e h o l d s  of tenants, 4 h o u s e h o l d s  

that r e nt e d  p l ot s  of under 15 rai ne e d ed  to su p p l e m e n t  

their income from other  sources. Of the 4 h o u s e ho l d s,  3 

h ir e d  t h e m s e l v e s  out r e g u l a r l y  do ing all types of wage 

work, and one d e r i v e d  its income from wage w o r k  as well 

as from its small fruit o r c h ar d  w hi c h  o c c u p i e d  a small 

part of its r e n t e d  land, w hi le at the same time, the 

h o u s e h o l d  h ead  was p r ac t i si n g , on a small scale, 

t r a d i t i o n a l  m e di c i ne .  Two of the four h o u s e h o l d s  did not 

own t w o - w h e e l e d  t r a ct o r s and thus ne e de d to rent them, 

w hil e the othe r two with 10-12 rai pl ots had their own 

ma chi ne s.  A n o t h e r  7 t en ant  h ou s e h o l d s  also s u p p l e m e n t e d  

their income from wa ge  labour, but wi th  th ei r plots to
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look after they hi r e d t h em s e l v e s  out only at ha r ve s t  

time. One of them, however, was also hi r ed  to c u l ti v at e  

8.5 rai of land for its nei gh bou r. Wh ile  only 2 of the 

tena nts  w it h h o ld i n g s  less than 10 rai had to rent 

p o w e r - t i l l e r s , the rest of the h o u s e h o l d s  in this

c a t e g o r y  o wn e d  all the basic far m in g im ple me n ts .  But, of 

all the 19 h o u s eh o l ds ,  only one, with a 45 rai plot, 

ow ned  a r i c e - t h r e s h e r  w h i c h  they also r e n t e d  out to 

others. A p a r t  from these 19 hou se ho ld s , there was

a n o t he r  h o u s e h o l d  (in brackets) wh ic h r e n t e d  the wh ol e of 

the r i c e l a n d  that they c u l t i v a t e d  from their pa re nts , but 

at the same time, they were also o p e r a t i n g  a m e d i u m 

sized p o u l t r y - f a r m  on their own 7 rai w hi le r e n t i n g  out 8 

rai of their land to a r i c e - f a r m i n g  hou se h ol d .  A nd this 

last ho use h o ld ,  t og e t he r wit h the othe r 5 h o u s e h o l d s

that c u l t i v a t e d  more than 40 rai of land, we re  also

r e g u l a r l y  h i r i n g  in wage labour for h a n d - w e e d i n g  and

s om e ti m e s  for s p r a y i n g  i n s e c ti c i de  in a d d i t i o n  to

h a r v es t i ng ,  w h en  all the h o u s e h o l d s  n e e d e d  to hire in

labour.

Of the 13 p a r t - o w n e r / p a r t - t e n a n t  h o u s e ho l ds ,  only 

one wi t h  a 15 rai plot ne ed ed  to s u p p l e m e n t  income from 

re gul ar  w a g e - wo r k . On the other hand, the rest of the 

h o u s e h o l d s  wit h r e l a t i v e l y  large plots were h i ri n g  in

la bo u r er s  for we ed ing ; am ong them 5 h o u s e h o l d s  w it h plots 

larger than 80 rai found t h e m s e l v e s  hi ri n g in labour not 

only to w e e d  their  fields, but also to help w it h  the land 

p r e p a r a t i o n .  Three of the 5 h o u s e h o l d s  h i r e d  in 1- 2

r e s i d e n t i a l  l a b o u re rs  each to help w i t h all types of
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work. All of th em  had more than one t r ac t or  each. All 

h o u s e h o l d s  but one that farmed more than 60 r a i , owne d  

r i c e - th r e s h e r s  w h i c h  they r e nt e d  out when wo rk  in their 

fi eld was over. Of the 3 h o u s e h o l d s  with pl o t s larger 

than 90 r a i , two had s u p p l e m e n t a r y  income sou r c es  from 

duck and p i g - r a i s i n g  wh ile the one with the 140 rai plot 

also o wne d a small rice -m ill , m i l l i n g  local pa dd y  only 

for co ns um p t io n .  On top of the 13 hou seh o ld s ,  there were 

two h o u s e h o l d s  (in brackets) that o p e r a t e d  rice and 

p o u l t r y - f a r m s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  Both of their

p o u l t r y - f a r m s  were of a small scale. One of them, while 

gr o w i n g  rice on 19 rai of their own land plu s 18 rai of 

the land they were r en t i ng  from their par ents, was at the 

same time re n t i n g  out ano th e r 30 rai of their own land to 

a r i c e - f a r m i n g  family. The other o p e r a t e d  their

p o u l t r y - f a r m  on their own land while the 50 rai rice plot 

was p a rt l y  ow ne d and p a rt l y  re nt e d  from their siblings.

As re ga r d s the land that was be ing re nt e d by tenants 

and p a r t - t e n a n t s  of V il l a ge  no. 2, about 41% was r ent ed  

from local and 59% from ab se nt e e land ow ne rs.  Local

l a n do w n er s n u m b e r e d  19 in all. Of these, 7 were 

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s , all but one of w h om  r e t a i n e d  5-10 rai 

of their land for their p o u lt ry  farms and r e n t e d  out the 

rest of their land to r i c e - f a r m e r s  in plots r a n g i n g  from 

8 to 50 r a i .

The one e x c e p t i o n  was Yee, who had g a i n e d  p o s s e s s i o n  

over a lot of land t hr o ug h  her former d e a l i n g s  as 

m e r c h a n t - c u m - m o n e y l e n d e r  and in 1981-82 was o p e r a t i n g  a 

big p o u l t r y - f a r m  on 90 rai of land (as has been d e s c r i b e d
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in the forme r section). As for the rest of the local

l an do wn ers , one was a w e a l t h y  family of s h o p - o w n e r s  who

also lent out money, and ga in ed over 100 rai of land

t hr o u gh  debt f o r e c l o s u r e s  and pur chase, d i v i d i n g  some

among their ch ildren, and were r e n ti n g  out 40 rai to

their  d a u g h t e r ' s  h o u s e h o l d  and 20 to an o th e r  n o n - r e l a t e d

h ou se ho ld.  Three la n do w n e r s  who were b r o t h e r s  re nt e d out

their  small pl ots of 6.5 rai each w hic h they  re n t ed  to

their y o u n g e s t  b r o t h e r  wh il e they th e m s e l v e s  e a r n e d  their

living from be i n g  m e m b er s of a tr a di t i o n a l  m u s i c a l  band.

One l an d o w n e r  was an old lady w hos e hu sband, an

e x - v i l l a g e  headman, was w o r k i n g  at a tyre f a cto ry in

Bangkok, and b e c a u s e  she was old and child le ss , she thus

re nt e d  out her 9 rai plot wh ic h  she had inher ite d.  Two

of the local l a nd o w n e r s  were ret i re d  el d er l y  c ou ple s who

were  r en t i n g  out thei r 55 rai and 59 rai p lot s to their 
“Three were

children, ^themselves r i c e - f a r m e r s , one r e n t i n g  out 10 rai 

and r e t a i n i n g  70 rai for his own rice c u l t i v a ti on .  The 

se con d was a c t u a l l y  re n t i n g  in 30 rai of his parents' 

land w hil e re n t i n g  out 40 rai of their land in another  

tambon  and r e t a i n i n g  35 of the their land w h i c h  was

ad ja c e n t  to their re nt e d  land for their own c u l ti v a ti o n .  

The th ir d was f arm ing  20 rai of their own land and

re n t i n g  out 20 rai to their d a u gh t er ' s  family. Of the 17 

l an do wn ers , 10 w ere  re n t i n g  to their c h i l d r e n  or

relat ive s.  None, exce pt the el d er l y  couples, re li e d  on 

l a n d r e n t i n g  as th eir m ajo r income source.

As for the a b se n t ee  landowners, most r e s i d e d  in 

C h a c h o e n g s a o  town or in B a n g k o k  and a few were ba se d in
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S a m u t p r a k a r n . M os t  p lo ts were o b t a i n e d  b e f o r e  the

d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  days, ei th er thr o ug h  fo r ec l o s  -*ing on 

loans or sales. A few pl ot s had been p u r c h a s e d  a l l e g ed ly  

in order to rent out to their close r e l a t i v e s  as a means 

of h e l p i n g  t he m  out. Out of the 21 p lo ts r e n t e d  out by 

a bs e nt e e  owners, 5 b e l o n g e d  to close r e l a t i v e s  of the

tenants, some of w ho m  used to reside l o ca l l y but later

m o v e d  out to live el se wh ere , wh i le  the rest b e l o n g e d  to 

n o n - r e l a t i v e s .

Si mi l ar l y , the c a t e g o r y  " o w n e r - o p e r a t o r "  is by no 

means  c l e a r - c u t  either. Th ir ty  h o u s e h o l d s  are c l a s s i f i e d  

w i t h i n  this c a t e g o r y  for the reas on  that they o wne d all 

the land on w h ic h  they were operati ng.  Ho we ve r, 7 of the 

8 h o u s e h o l d s  wi th  plots less than 15 rai all n e ed e d  to 

rely h e a v i l y  on income from wage labou r and were often 

i d e n t i f i e d  by p e o p l e  as "w a g e - l a b o u r e r s "  r a th e r  than as 

"rice farm er s."  The one e x c e p t i o n  was a h o u s e h o l d  of a 

wo m a n  wit h three ch i l d r e n  who in h e r i t e d  27 rai of land

and in 19 81 -8 2 d e c i d e d  to hire her n e ig h b ou r s , a tenant 

h ou s e ho l d , to farm 8.5 rai of the land b e c a u s e  '$he was 

not adept in r i c e - f a r m i n g  and had no e s s e n t i a l  fa r mi n g  

e qu ip me nt.  The rest of her land was also r e n t e d  out to 

the same n e i g h b o u r i n g  ho us eho ld.  At the same time, her 

h o u s e h o l d  also r e l ie d  on income from the wag e labour of 

her three ch ildren, one of w h o m w o rk e d  in a tan n er y in 

Bang kok , the ot her two be i n g  casual l a b o u r e r s  in her 

b r o t h e r ' s  m e d i u m - s i z e  p o u l t r y - f a r m .  On the ot he r hand, 

four h o u s e h o l d s  w ith  45 rai up wa r d s h ire d in la bou r on a 

reg ul a r basis. T h r o u g h o u t  the year, two of t hem  em p l o y e d



305

r e s i d e n t i a l  la b o ur e r s to help them all t h r ou g h  the year

w ith  all types of tasks. Four  h o u s e h o l d s  had their own

r i c e - t h r e s h e r s . As in the r e m a i n i n g  11 h o u s e h o l d s  with  

plots  b e t w e e n  20 and 39.9 r a i , one couple r e g u l a r l y  hi red 

t h e m s e l v e s  out as w age  wo r k e r s  at h a rv es t  time, other s  

w ere  m o s t ly  fa mi ly  farmers, n eit her  hi r i n g  in or hir i n g  

out labour. A few also had s u p p l e m e n t a r y  so ur ces  of 

income, e.g. one had a small shop, a n o th er  was e n g a g e d  in 

du c k - r a i s i n g .  B e s i d e s  the 30 h o u s e h o l d s  in this

cat egory, there were three h o u s e h o l d s  that o p e r a t e d

b a s i c a l l y  as o w n e r - o p e r a t o r s  in their c a p a c i t y  as

r i c e - f a r m e r s  but r i c e - f a r m i n g  was no longe r thei r major 

income source. One ho us eh old , farm ing  on 20 rai of its 

rice land had, since early 1982, st a r t e d  up a small

p o u l t r y - f a r m .  P r ev i ou s l y,  it o p e r a t e d  as a

p a r t - o w n e r / p a r t - t e n a n t  h o u s e h o l d  w o r k i n g  on 70 rai of 

land al to g e th e r . One h o u s e h o l d  de r i v e d  its inco me mai n l y  

from f i s h - r a i s i n g  w h i c h  it first sta rt e d in the early

1970s. Only 9 out of 42 rai of its land was land 

e x c l u s i v e l y  for g r o w i n g  rice. The owner said that he 

c o n t i n u e d  to grow rice itn his fish ponds w h i c h  c o ve r ed  

the rest of the area, in order to k eep  the we e d s  and 

grass at bay and also with its high yields, rice was a 

good s u p p l e m e n t a r y  income source. O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  he

n e e d ed  to hire in n o r t h e a s t e r n  lab ou r er s  to help out

du ri n g  busy preiods. At the same time, the couple  also 

hi re d  t h e m s e l v e s  out o c c a s i o n a l l y  at ha r v e s t  w h e n  wages 

were high. One h o u s e h o l d  that was at p r e s e n t  c u l t i v a t i n g
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62 rai of its 73.5 rai of land was s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  ru nn in g  

its m e d i u m  size p o u l t r y - f a r m s  as well.

No C l e a r - C u t  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n

A m o n g  h o u s e h o l d s  that were e n ga g ed  in r i ce - f a r m i n g ,  

a l t h o u g h  a c e rt ai n  p a t t e r n  of s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  can be 

traced, shar p lines cannot be dr awn  d i v i d i n g  th em  up into 

d i s t i n c t  gr oup i n gs .  Some lan do w ne r s  were at the same 

time c u l t i v a t i n g  their own land or o p e r a t i n g  their own 

p o u l t r y - f a r m s . Some o w n e r - o p e r a t o r s  hi r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  out 

as w a g e - l a b o u r e r s ,  a few h o u s e h o l d s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  rente d  

in and r e n t e d  out land w hi l e  hi r i ng  in wa g e  labou r on 

their r i c e - f a r m s  but r u n n i n g  their p o u l t r y - f a r m s  

e x c l u s i v e l y  with their family labour. The v i l l a g e r s

t h e m s e l v e s  t e n d ed  to c a t e g o r i z e  p eo ple  into rice farmers, 

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  and w a g e - l a b o u r e r s .  W i t h i n  the

r i c e - f a r m i n g  c a t e g o r y  they w o u l d  refer to th em all 

to ge t h e r  as one gr ou p  and ra re ly d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b e t w e e n  

tenants, o w n e r - o c c u p i e r s , and landowners, but w o u l d  often 

pose t h e m s e l v e s  as a g ro u p  vis a vis the w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  

and p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s . One e x c e pt i o n was that those who 

c ar r ie d  out r i c e - f a r m i n g  on small pl ots who n e ed e d  to 

rely h e a v i l y  on wa ge  wo rk  te n de d  to be c l a s s i f i e d  as 

w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  rat h e r than as r i c e - f a r m e r s . And no one 

can deny that s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  

them and those h o u s e h o l d s  with very large plots. All 

h o u s e h o l d s  in the forme r grou p not only hi r ed  t h em s e l v e s  

out, they also had d i f f e r e n t i a l  access to credit, capit al  

goods and v a r i o u s  inputs. Those  c u l t i v a t i n g  plots on
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less than 10 rai p o s s e s s e d  no e s s e n t i a l  e q u i p m e n t  of 

their own. They n e e d e d  to b o r r o w  tractors, w a t e r  p u m p i n g  

mac hi n e s,  t u be w e l l  pipes  from their b e t t e r - o f f  k i n s m e n  

wh e n  the latte r had f in i s h e d  with their use and p r o v i d e d  

for their own fuel. One h o u s e h o l d  had i n c u r r e d  a

s om e w h a t  d i f f e r e n t  a r r a n g e m e n t  with their r e l a t i v e s  i.e. 

as their land lay ad j ac e n t  to the r e la t iv es ' , the 

r e l at i v e s p l o u g h e d  both ho l d i n g s  at the same time us in g  

their own m a c h i n e r y  and labour. In return, the h o u s e h o l d  

u n d e r t o o k  to h a r v e s t  a ce r t a i n  amoun t of the re l a t i v e ' s  

land w i t h o u t  pay. B e t t e r - o f f  k i n s m e n  who "lent out" 

their fa rm in g i m p l e m e n t s  to their p o o r e r  r e l a t i v e s  in 

this way co ul d en su re t h e m s e l v e s  of a n u m b e r  of wage 

w o r k e r s  at h a r v e s t  wh en  w or k e r s  were not easy to come by 

d u r i ng  pea k p e r i o d s  and some also b e n e f i t e d  from what 

w o r k e d  out as a d i s c o u n t  from the going  wage rate (more 

land being h a r v e s t e d  at the same c o s t ) . On the other 

hand, h o u s e h o l d s  wi th 10-1 4. 9 rai p l ot s  m i g h t  own 

tu b e w e l l s  and e n gi ne s  but none had their own tractors.  

Most thus n e e d e d  to rent tr-actors while  one b o r r o w e d  it 

from their d a u g h t e r ' s  ho us eho ld.  As r e ga r d s such inputs 

as fuel, fe r t il i z er ,  in se cti c i de ,  and h e r b i c i d e ,  all 

h o u s e h o l d s  w it h pl ots of less than 15 rai t u r n e d  to their 

b e t t e r - o f f  k i n s m e n  or p ri v a te  m o n e y l e n d e r s  for cr edi t in 

cash to be pa i d  back in the form of h a rv es t  wo rk  for the 

kinsmen, or cash r e p a y m e n t  b e a r i n g  inte res t of 48-60% for 

the m o n e y l e n d e r s .  U nl i k e  other h o u s e h o l d s  w i th  20 rai 

and over wi th w h o m  rice m e r c h a n t s  usu a l ly  gave credit  in 

f e r t i l i z e r  and later b o u g h t  back their paddy, farmers
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wi th very small pl ots n e it h er  got a d v a n c e d  cr e di t  in 

fer ti l iz e r ,  nor coul d they sell their p ad d y  d i r e c t l y  to 

the m e r c h a n t s  b e c a u s e  the latter did not c o n s i d e r  it 

w or t h  their wh i le  to c ol le c t small amount of paddy. The 

small f a rme rs  thus n e e d e d  to dep e n d on their b e t t e r - o f f  

k i n s m e n  or n e i g h b o u r s  again to di sp os e  of their pa d d y by 

sel li n g it a lo n g  w ith  the latter's. The gr o u p  of small 

f a r m e r - c u m - w a g e  l a b o u r er s  can be said to have had so far 

b e n e f i t e d  from d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  and the new c u l t i v a t i o n  

t e c h n i q u e  w h i c h  had made it vi ab l e  to p r o d u c e  a paddy 

surpl us on small acreage. It e ns u r ed  them wi th  enough 

rice to c o ns u m e all the year roun d and w it h  a small 

a mou nt  left over for sale. Mo re ov er,  they we re  also able 

to earn h i gh e r wages at pe ak ha r v e s t  perio ds.  However, 

c o m p a r e d  w it h o th e r  r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  they were 

o p e r a t i n g  at a d i s t i n c t l y  more d i s a d v a n t a g e o u s  posi ti on ,  

at hi gh e r  costs of p r o d u c t i o n  as well as wi t h a great 

deal of d e p e n d e n c e  on the p e r s o n a l  fa VOUf— . of their 

k i n s m e n  and n e i g h b o ur s .  All of those r e n d e r  their

p o s i t i o n  more p r e c a r i o u s  than others. A d v a n c e  m a r k et  

c o n d i t i o n s  co ul d  put them out of bu s in es s  b e fo re  any bo d y  

else and turn them into pure wage labourers.

As r e g ar d s  the rest of the r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  

n u m b e r i n g  47 h o u s e h o l d s  and c u l t i v a t i n g  20 rai of land 

upwards, s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  is more d i v e r si f ie d .  L a n d h o l d i n g  

size can g e n e r a l l y  be used  as a crude i n d i c a t o r  as a 

h o u s e h o l d  that was able to c u l t i va t e  large pl o t s ne e de d  

to be able to raise  the cash outla ys and had all the 

ca pi t a l e q u i p m e n t  c o m m e n s u r a b l e  to the size of their
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labourers. Hence, h o u s e h o l d s  with h o ld i n gs  of more than 

90 rai all p o s s e s s e d  two tr ac tor s and a r i c e - t h r e s h e r  

each as well as hir i n g r e si d e nt  la bo ur ers  to help them 

w ith  all types of tasks in the fields.

On the whole, one finds that as r e ga r d s the

r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  in T h e p a r a j , lines d i v i d i n g  one

c at e go r y  from a n o th e r  shift a c c o r d i n g  to w h i c h  p a r t i c u l a r  

in di c at o r s one uses to d i s t i n g u i s h  t hem  and often no 

m e a n i n g f u l  lines can be drawn at all b e c a u s e  of the 

co mp le xit y. For instance, if we take land te nu re status 

as an indicator, we find that of the 60 r i c e - f a r m i n g  

h o u se h o ld s,  19 w er e tenants, 13 were

p a r t - o w n e r / p a r t - t e n a n t s , and 28 were o w n e r - o p e r a t o r s  

(bearing in mi nd  also the com p le x s it u a t i o n  w h e r e b y  a 

nu mbe r of h o u s e h o l d s  o c c u p i e d  d i f f er e n t sets of social 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  si m u lt a n e o u s l y ,  e.g. b e i n g  t en ant s and

la nd o w n e r s  at the same t i m e ) . Or we could  take as an

a l t e r n a t i v e  indic at or,  the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  or

n o n - p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of a h o u s e h o l d  in wage labour, wh ic h  

co uld i de n ti f y  its p o s i t i o n  in the social r e l a t i o n s  of 

p r o d u c t i o n  and its o p p o s i n g  i nt er es ts vis a vis other 

social cl as se s or gro upings. Here, one can see that this 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  does not c o r r e s p o n d  with the above.

Of all the 60 r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o use hol ds , 23 h o u s e h o l d s  

(i.e. all the tenants, p a r t - t e n a n t s  and o w n e r - o p e r a t o r s  

with plots less than 15 rai plus 10 hou s eh o l ds ,  most of 

wh i c h  were te na nt s wi th  plots be t w e e n  15 and 39.9 r a i ), 

h ir e d out their  labour on a re gul ar  basis. At the other 

end of the scale, 12 h o u s e h o l d s  (all the 6 h o u s e h o l d s  of
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p a r t - t e n a n t s  and o w n e r - o p e r a t o r s  with plots larger than

70 rai plus an ot he r  6 from all land t enu re c a t eg o ri e s

with plots b e t w e e n  40 and 69.9 r a i ) r e g u l a r l y  h ire d in wagt? labour 
throughout Hie Ihe renvu'nipijf 2£
h o u s e h o l d s  (who came from all tenant c a t e g o r i e s ) , can be

c l a s s e d  as "fami ly  farmers" as they n ei the r h i r e d  in nor

hi re d  out their labour on a re gu lar  basis, a l t h o u g h  some

m igh t o c c a s i o n a l l y  hire in labour for weedi ng.

S im il ar ly,  a h o u s e h o l d ' s  land tenure statu s does not 

n e c e s s a r i l y  revea l its r el a ti v e  we al t h  or income, i.e. 

the fact that a h o u s e h o l d  rents land is in itself no 

in di c at o r  of w h e t h e r  the h o u s e h o l d  is rich or poor. Here 

a few o b s e r v a t i o n s  can be made.

Fi rstly, since the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g ,

8 tena nt s or p a r t - t e n a n t s  had been able to gain land 

th ro u g h p u r c h a s e  and the amount bought r a n g e d  from 17 to 

50 r a i . In 1981-82 these 8 h o u s e h o l d s  w er e  o p e r at i n g  

eith er as o w n e r - o p e r a t o r s  or as pva r t - o w n e r / p a r t - t e n a n t s  

on plots r a ng i n g from 32 to 171 r a i . Th re e of the 8 

h o u s e h o l d s  had been and were o p e r a t i n g  ve ry  large 

h ol d i n g s  of 80 rai and over. All the tenant h o u s e h o l d s  

r e c o g n i z e d  the re lat iv e i n s ec u r it y of their p o s i t i o n  and 

their top p r i o r i t y  was to strive to have some land of 

thei r own. On the other hand, no ow n e r - o p e r a t o r ,  even 

the ones wi th  large holdings, had be en  "p urc ha s e rs "  of 

land in the p o s t - d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  years.

Sec ondly, it can be seen that the largest ho ld ing s  

in the village, i.e. all ho ld in gs above 80 r a i , were all 

fa rm e d by p a r t - o w n e r / p a r t - t e n a n t s .  If size of ho ld in g s  

serves to in di c a te  the amoun t of cash o u tla y and capital
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a sse ts  of a h o u s e h o l d ' s  command, wh i c h  at pr e s e n t  

c o n s t i t u t e  i m p o r t a n t  d e t e r m i n a n t s  for s u c c e s s f u l

c ul t i v a t i o n ,  then it w o u l d  be a gross m i s t a k e  to treat 

te nan ts  as a h o m o g e n e o u s  ca te gory. A l t h o u g h  be i n g  a 

te nan t mean s that one had no s ec u r it y of tenure, 

d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  and also p o u l t r y - f a rm i n g have som ew h at

c h a n g e d  the co n t e x t  of this in s ec uri ty . I n t en s i ve

f a r m i n g  has had a d i f f e r e n t i a l  impact on di f f e r e n t

h o u s e h o ld s ;  some be ne fit , others lose out. However,

w he r e a s  in the p r e - d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  days the c ha nce  of a 

te na n t  a c q u i r i n g  land of his own was a lm ost  no n - e x i s t e n t .  

This has c e a s e d  to be the case for some; wi th  the 

p r e s e n t  c u l t i v a t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  in T h e p a r a j , a nu mb e r  of 

ten an t s have b e n e f i t e d  in terms of i n c r e a s e d  wealth, 

income and status. This has made it p o s s i b l e  for them to 

re duc e or e l i m i n a t e  such i n s e c u r i t y  by a c q u i r i n g  some 

land of their own. Some had t ur ned  from pure to pa rt i a l  

tenants, ot her s from p a r t i a l  tena nts  to o w n e r - o p e r a t o r s .

A nu mb er  of p a r t i a l  t ena nts  e me r g e d  as b e i n g  among the

most s u c c e s s f u l  r i c e - f a r m e r s  in the v il lag e.  On the

other hand, the fact that r i c e - f a r m i n g  has b e c o m e  a more

a t t r a c t i v e  e c o n o m i c  u n d e r ta k i ng ,  means that land ow ner s,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  a b s e n t e e  ones who had no desir e to work the 

land t h e m s e l v e s , ^ t o  sell off their land. At the same

time, rich p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  were also b u y i n g  up more land 

and b i d d i n g  up the land pr ice still further. Such a

s i t u a t i o n  had i n c r e a s e d  the threat of e v i c t i o n  on the 

pa rt of tenants. In Vi l l a g e  no. 2, t en ant s w o r k i n g  the 

c ho ic e land on the "road" side were p a r t i c u l a r l y
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v u l n e r a b l e as the land was fe t c h i n g  hi gh e r pr ic e s than

land on the ot her side of the c a n a l . Pure te nan ts were

o b v i o u s l y  more v u l n e r a b l e  than pa r ti al  ones unless they

h a p p e n e d  to be r e n t i n g  their parents' land wh i ch they

were 1 ater to inher i t .

W a g e - L a b o u r e r s

In 1981-82, out of the 201 h o u s e h o l d s  in V i l l a g e  no. 

2, 97 were m a k i n g  their l iv ing  from wage work. The

m a j o r i t y  of the w a g e - l a b o u r i n g  ho u s eh o l ds ,  n u m b e r i n g  83 

in all, h i r e d  out their labour in p o u l t r y - f a r m s  and/or 

in ri ce fie ld s.  The natur e of work, the ba sis on w hic h  

the labour was hired, the r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  labo ure rs  

and e m p l o y e e s  d i f f e r e d  for both e n t e r p r i s e s  and wi t h i n  

the same e n t e r p r i s e  d e p e n d i n g  on what  type the work was. 

The d i f f e r e n c e s  of ten r e s u l t e d  in some sort of d i v i s i o n  

b e i n g  dr aw n by the w o rk e rs  t h em s el v e s b e t w e e n  those 

w o r k i n g  in p o u l t r y - f a r m s  and those w o r k i n g  in rice 

fields.

The i n t r o d u c t i o n  of the t e c h n o l o g i c a l  i n n o v a t i o n  in

rice and p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  has r e s u l t e d  in a s i g n i f i c a n t l y
changesb

h igh er  level of the forces of p r o d u c t i o n  as well as A in 

the labour p r oce ss.  The d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  in rice

c u l t i v a t i o n  means that the crop cycle has b e c o m e  tigh te r  

and the wh ol e  o p e r a t i o n  be c om e  very m uch  tim e- bo u n d.  

H a r v e s t i n g  of one crop needs to be c o m p l e t e d  q u i c k l y  so 

as to leave time for land p r e p a r a t i o n  for the f o l l o w i n g  

crop. M e c h a n i z e d  farm equipme nt,  such as tr a ct o r s  and 

t h r e s h i n g  mac hi ne s ,  have been ad o p t e d  to r e l i ev e  this
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time co ns tr ain t, since they enab le land p r e p a r a t i o n  and 

t h r e s h i n g  to be done on a much sh orter time. The new 

m e t h o d  and pa t t e r n  of cr o p p i n g  have r e s u l t e d  in a change 

in the st r u c t u r e  of the rice farmers' d e m a n d  for labour. 

It has i n t e n s i f i e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  the sea so n al  peak s of 

labou r re q u ir e m e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  du r in g ha rv es t. At the 

same time, the new b r o a d c a s t i n g  tec hn i qu e  had e l i m i n a t e d  

the l a b o u r - i n t e n s i v e  tasks of u p r o o t i n g  and t r a n s p l a n t i n g  

wh ic h  was the p e r t i n e n t  feature of the old t r a n s p l a n t i n g  

method. On the ot her hand, labour h i r e d  in for

la nd - we edi ng , and for t r a n s p l a n t i n g  young rice pl ant s on 

to pa t c h e s  wh er e the b r o a d c a s t  see dl i ng s  fail to grow, 

a l t h o u g h  these tasks r eq uir e labour on a large scale as 

well as on a less reg u l ar  basis b e ca u s e we ed s m ig ht be

more nu m e r o u s  in some years more than in the o the rs and

if land is m e t i c u l o u s l y  prepa re d,  then th ere exi s te d  

little need for the t r a n s p l a n t i n g  task.

A lot of the w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  w e l c o m e d  the adve nt of

d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  its peak d e m an d  for labour at 

h a r v es t  w h ic h  drove up the level of their wages. In 

1981-82, the rate of h a r v e s t  pay r ang ed  b e t w e e n  150 and 

250 baht per r a i . A fast wo r ke r  can h a r v e s t  1/2 rai a 

day and was then able to earn ar oun d 75-125 b aht  a day. 

A slow worker, on the other hand, might take 3-4 days to 

h ar v e st  one rai of the d e n s el y  p o p u l a t e d  rice field and 

w ou l d  then earn p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  less.

A pa r t  from this, about 15 out of the 40 h o u s e h o l d s  

that hi red  t h e m s e l v e s  out in rice fields were d oi n g  very 

well from h a r v e s t  work, to such an extent that in 1981-82
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it was g e n e r a l l y  said that they could earn more than some 

r i c e - f a r m e r s . W h a t  h a p p e n e d  was that  after the

h a r v e s t i n g  in Thepa ra j and n ea rby  areas was over, these 

h o u s e h o l d s  t r a v e l l e d  to other amphoe in C h a c h e o n g s a o  or 

to other n e i g h b o u r i n g  p r o v i n c e s  to hire t h e m s e l v e s  out 

w her e h a r v e s t  work  was available. Sometim es , p e o p l e  from 

d i f f e r e n t  areas d i r e c t l y  r e q u e s t e d  them to go and h arv est  

their fields. M e m b e r s  of those h o u s e h o l d s  usual ly

t r a v e l l e d  ar o un d  in grou ps  of 8-20 peop le  or ma y b e more. 

Once they found a farmer who ag re ed  to hire them, they 

were put up in his shed for as long as their w or k  for him 

lasted. They h ad to p r ov i d e for and cook their own food, 

u sin g the few pots and pans they c a rr ie d  al on g  with them. 

They often d e s c r i b e d  this r o u g h - l i v i n g  as " s l e e p i n g  on 

bare ground, ea t in g  on bare sand." Their wor k con t ra c t  

was d i f f e r e n t  from when they h ir ed t h e m s e l v e s  out in 

Thep ara j.  W h e n  w o r k i n g  away from home, they hi r e d  

t h e m s e l v e s  out as a group. The wage rates w ere  se tt l e d  

on a per rai basis. The wh ol e gr oup then w o r k e d  toge the r  

on the same plot and tried to finish it as fast as 

po ssible. Af t e r w a r d s ,  the total pay was s h a r ed  out 

equally. On the o the r hand, in Theparaj they hired  

t h e m s e l v e s  out as i n d i v id u a ls  and each w o r k e d  on h is / he r  

own in a square rai and got paid a c c o r d i n g  to the amount 

of w ork  done. As such, those who were able to travel 

ar ou n d  and earn more mo ne y te nd ed  to be only the stro ng  

w o r k e r s  who c ou ld wo rk fast and keep up with the pace of 

the rest in the group. B ec a u s e  of this, slow and older
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w o r k e r s  were n eve r aske d to join in the t r a v e l l i n g  

g r o u p s .

A l t h o u g h  the t r a v e l l i n g  l abo ure rs  had to endure

h ar s h l ivi ng  c o n d i t i o n s  away from home for a va r y i n g  

p e r i o d  of 1/2 up to 3 months, they said that the good 

wages o b t a i n e d  made it w o r t hw h i le . H i ri n g  t h e m s e l v e s  out 

at peak la bo ur d e m an d pe r i o d s  in d i f f e r e n t  l oc at io ns  

m ea n t  that they were in a p o s i t i o n  to b a r g a i n  w i t h their 

e mp lo ye rs.  Wa ge s  v a r i ed  from pl ac e  to pl a c e d e p e n d i n g  on 

the terrain, the local av er ag e wage rate, as well as the 

c o n d i t i o n s  of the rice plants. For inst an ce,  if the 

fi eld was l o w - l y i n g  and c o l l e c t e d  water, if the rice 

p l a n ts  were lying flat on the ground, or if the plant

p o p u l a t i o n  was dense, then the wage s c h a r g e d  w er e  hi ghe r  

than oth erw is e.

By the time that these w o r k e r s  r e t u r n e d  to The paraj,  

fields had a l r e a d y  be en  p l a n t e d  and they we re  again 

e m p l o y e d  to ca rry out v a r i ou s  chores in the rice fields 

wh er e  they co u ld  earn 50 baht a day. They were  thus able 

to br i n g  in a r e g u la r  income all the y ea r round. 

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  they te nd e d  to be be tt e r  off than the

n o n - t r a v e l l i n g  l a b o u r er s in the village.

D e s p i t e  the fact that all lab ou r e rs  who  w o r k e d  in 

rice fields lo ok e d  f or w a r d  to h a rv e s t time w h e n  they 

c ou l d  get good  wages, the si t u a t i o n  was not n e c e s s a r i l y  

v i e w e d  w i t h o u t  re s er v a t i o n .  Firstly, as the wage for 

h a r v e s t i n g  was high, there e x i s t e d  a gr eat deal of 

c o m p e t i t i o n  for it. A nd  just as some of the Theparaj

l a b o ur e r s t r a v e l l e d  long d is t a n c e s  away from  the home
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v i l la g e  to seek work, so there were also la b o u r e r s  from 

othe r areas c o m in g  into the area in g ro ups  duri ng

h a r v e s t i n g  seasons. Some came from o the r am ph o e s in

C h a c h o e n g s a o , others  from as far as A y u t h a y a  pr ovince.  

M or eo ve r, go od  w ag es also at t r a c t e d  a n u mb e r  of 

h o u s e h o l d s  e n g a g e d  in r i c e - f a r m i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  to offer 

their labour at h a r v e s t  to s u p p l e m e n t  th ei r family

income. Hence, c o m p e t i t i o n  for h ar ve st  w or k was fierce. 

And p o t e n t i a l l y ,  as the numbe r of landless was i nc r e a s i n g  

and lab ou re r s  came to settle more into the new p a t t e r n  of 

c ul t iv a t io n ,  more l ab our er s mi gh t be c o m p e t i n g  for work 

and c o n s e q u e n t l y  could drive wage s down.

Seco ndl y,  the fact that the h i g h - y i e l d i n g  rice 

v a r i e t i e s  that were grown  t end ed  to ma t u re  at ar ou n d the

same p e r i o d  of time, as o pp o s ed  to the old p r a c t i c e  of

p l a n t i n g  d i f f e r e n t  v a r i e t i e s  that m a t u r e d  in d i f f e r e n t  

pe rio ds , me ant that the d e m a nd  for labo ur  was most 

intense for only 1-2 months. At this time r i c e - f a r m e r s  

t rie d to hire as many hands as p o s s i b l e  to get the 

ha r v e s t  over w i t h  quick ly.  Thus, at each ha r v e s t  a 

lab ou r er  s e l do m  m a n a g e d  to reap more than 8-20 rai before 

the se aso n was over. A slow w o rk e r  might c o m p l e t e  me r e l y  

7-10 rai at the most. For those who c oul d not travel 

ar ou n d to seek more ha r v e s t  work, they w o u l d  hope to earn

good wa ge s for only 2-4 mo nt hs  in a year.

Th ird ly , the labourers' abilit y to b a r g a i n  m ig ht be 

s om e wh a t  d a m p e n e d  whe n they w o r k e d  inside The pa r aj  itself 

b e c a u s e  their d e p e n d e n t  p o s i t i o n  vis a vis those who 

e m p l o y e d  them often me an t that they h ire d t h e m s e l v e s  out
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to the same em p l o y e r  at every harvest. Theparaj

lab ou r er s  te n d ed  to say that they co ul d not really 

b a r g a i n  with  local r i c e - f a r m e r s  and took w h a t e v e r  pay was 

be ing  offe rr ed,  a l t h o u g h  this might be a little lower 

than the go in g wage rate b ec a us e  they still n e e de d  to 

de pe n d on their e m p l o y e r s  in the future. A labourer 

might feel o b l i g e d  to wor k for a r i c e - f a r m e r  bec a us e  

hi s/ h er  fami ly o c c a s i o n a l l y  had to b o r r o w  some money, 

rice or other  goods from the latter, or they mi g h t have 

been us ing  the l a t t e r 1s f l oa ti n g jetty to pa r k  their boat 

on the other ba nk in or der to get a bus into town. Some 

of the r i c e - f a r m e r s  to w h o m  they o wed  favours

n e v e r t h e l e s s  pa id  t hem  the going wage rate, but others 

mi ght  d el ay their pay for long periods, m i gh t not even 

tell them b e f o r e h a n d  what the pay w oul d be, or mi g ht  pay

them less than the avera ge rate; for ins tance, in one

seas on a la b ou r e r was p a i d 220 baht per r'ai from one

farmer and 180 baht from another. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  some 

r i c e - f a r m e r s  who re nt e d  out their land as h o u s e s i t e s  to 

w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  had dr aw n up an a r r a n g e m e n t  to ensure 

their own supply of h a rv e s t labour. W h e r e a s  form er ly  

la ndl es s fa mil ie s we re a l lo w ed  to build thei r house on 

their k i n s m a n ' s  or ne i g h b o u r ' s  land wi t h o u t  c h a r g i n g  any 

rent, 5 or 6 ye ars ago local r i c e - f a r m i n g  la n do w n e rs  

b eg a n to charge t he m rent and inste ad of d e m a n d i n g  rent 

to be paid in money, they often p r e f e r r e d  to be pa id in 

labour i.e. their tena nts  were r eq u ir ed  to h a r v e s t  a rai 

of their r i c e - f i e l d s  each year. And most l a bo u r er s  often 

felt o bl i g e d  to ha r v e s t  more than the amount  r e q u i r e d  for
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their rent to en s ur e  the c o n t i n u i n g  s e c u r i t y  of their 

tenure  over their ho us e sites. A lot of l a b o u r e r s  were

c o m p l a i n i n g  that their own k in s m e n  were c h a r g i n g  them a 

mu ch h i g h er  rent than a b s en t e e n o n - r e l a t i v e  landowne rs .  

Wh ile the latter was c h a r g i n g  400 baht a year for one

r a i , they were p a y i n g  their k i n sm e n  250 baht for only 1/4

rai p l o t s .

F o u r th l y,  the la bou r e rs  were also t r o u b l e d  by a

n ag g i ng  fear and anx i e ty  that the r e la ti v e job s ecu rit y  

and high wages they were e n j o y i n g  in 1981-82 mi g h t  not be 

l o n g - l a s t i n g  b e c a u s e  of the gro w i ng  tren d towa rds

i n c r e a s i n g  m e c h a n i z a t i o n .  Re ce nt c ha n ge s in rice

c u l t i v a t i o n  t e c h n o l o g y  had r e su l t e d  in ce r t a i n  jobs being  

lost. W h e n  the new m e t h o d  of b r o a d c a s t i n g  came to 

rep la c e the t r a n s p l a n t i n g  technique, such tasks as 

u p r o o t i n g  the seed li ngs , m a i n t a i n i n g  the m u l t i t u d e  of 

dykes and t r a n s p l a n t i n g  have been o b l i t e r a t e d  alt oge the r,  

a l t h o u g h  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  has, on the 

other hand, r e s u l t e d  also in more h a r v es t  work. But

ad ded to this is also the fact that over the years, 

r i c e - f a r m e r s  in Th ep ara j have in tr o d u c e d  mo re  and more 

l a b o u r - s a v i n g  devices. The use of t r a ct or s  has gr ea tl y  

r e d u c e d  the a mo un t of labour n e e d e d  in land p r e p a r a t i o n  

and has done away with the need for m a n p o w e r  to work and 

look after the b u f f a lo e s . The most rece nt  a d o p t i o n  is 

the r i c e - t h r e s h i n g  m ac h in e  w h ic h  pr ov es  bo th  labour and 

t i m e - s a v i n g  for the farmers.

As labour costs loom large, r i c e - f a r m e r s  becom e  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  w i l l i n g  to try out any c o s t - s a v i n g  m a c hi ne s
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that are made availab le . They were p a r t i c u l a r l y

e n t h u s i a s t i c  wh e n a firm br o u g h t  into the vi lla ge  a 

c o m b i n e - h a r v e s t e r  to hire out to the r i c e - f a r m e r s  at the 

b e g i n n i n g  of 1981. This firm was in the a g r i - b u s i n e s s

field - p r o d u c i n g  crops that made up some of the

a n i m a l - f e e d  in gr ed ien ts.  News spread  swi f t ly  that to 

have one's crops h a r v e s t e d  by the new ma c h i n e  w o u l d  cost 

only 300 baht per rai in all, while  hi ri n g l ab o u r e r s  and 

r i c e - t h r e s h e r  to do the wh ole  job n o r ma l l y costs 450 baht 

or more. A large crowd tu rn ed  up at the trial harvest. 

The ou t co m e  p r o v e d  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a l t h o u g h  some

r e s e r v a t i o n s  we re  v o i c e d  over the fact that the heavy

ma ch i ne  left very deep tracks in the soil w h i c h  mi ght

rende r the next p l o u g h i n g  more difficult. N e v e rt h e le s s ,  

the farmers p r e s e n t  se eme d to have thou ght  the b en e f it s  

o u t w e i g h i n g  its costs. They thus c o m p e t e d  to be the 

first to hire the ma chine. However, a w ee k later when 

the m a c h i n e  was w o r k i n g  on a wet field w it h  its soft

soil, it got b ad l y  stuck and needed a he a v y crane to

rescue it. The w ho le idea of using this type of

c o m b i n e - h a r v e s t o r , wh i ch  w o r k e d  very well w i t h up la n d

crops, was f i na l l y abandoned.

As can be expected, the e n t h u s i a s m  of the 

r i c e - f a r m e r s  was by no means shar ed  by the l ab o u re rs  in 

the vi llage. Th e i r fear was p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e i g h t e n e d  at 

the time wh en they b i t t e r l y  c o m p l a i n e d  that the s it u a ti on  

was a l r e ad y  bad en o ug h  as it was: h a v -i n g  to com p et e  with

la bou r er s  from o ut s id e  the area for work. Now that the 

c o m b i n e - h a r v e s t e r  was introduced, their futur e w ou l d  be
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all the more grimmer. Some l ab ou re rs were say i n g in a 

h a l f - j o k i n g  m a n n e r  that it w ou l d  not be b e y o n d  their 

c o n s c i e n c e  to smash up such machines.

Fi fth ly , ha r v e s t  pay, wh i ch  was seen as a r e a s o n a b l y  

high rate, m ig h t  not be as high as it s e em e d at first 

sight. P eo ple  t e nd e d to c o mpa re h a r ve s t  wa ge  w it h  the 

wage they got from other tasks, ba se d on the amoun t of 

mo ne y  a la b o u r e r  could make in one day, but they te nd ed  

to ignore the d i f f e r e n c e  in the amount of labour b ein g 

put into the d i f f e r e n t  tasks. As har v es t  wo rk  was paid 

by the r a i , a l a bo u r e r  w o r k e d  longer hours in the fields, 

i.e. h e/ s h e  w o u l d  start w o r k i n g  at 6 or 7 A.M., and would  

wo rk right t h r o u g h  to 5 or 6 P.M., or wh en  d a r k n e s s  set 

in, and the lunch br e ak  wo u ld  be brief. Wi th ot he r  jobs, 

for w hi c h  they got p aid  on a daily basis, the rou t in e  

w o u l d  be s o m e w h a t  d if fer en t. A labo ur er w o u l d  then start 

w ork  at 8 A.M., take about 1 - 1  1/2 hours off for lunch 

and w o u l d  finis h h i s/ h er  day at 5 P.M. This means that 

the d i f f e r e n c e  in h a r v e s t  and other chores' wa ge s wo ul d  

not be as great as one first thou ght  since the lab o u re r  

was p r e p a r e d  to wo rk  3 - 4  hours more at h a r v e s t  time.

Whe n one looks at the lab o ur er s  of the r i c e - f i e l d s  

as a whole, one sees the d i f f e r e n c e s  in the gener al  

living stan da rds , in incom es  as well as a t t i t u d e s  among 

them. Thos e who co u l d travel outs id e and earn h arv est  

wage were  in a b e t t e r - o f f  p o s i t i o n  and t e n de d  to 

c o n c e n t r a t e  on w or k in ri c e-f iel ds . As for those who 

could not t ra ve l a r ou n d  be c a u s e  they were g e t t i n g  on in 

years, we re  not p h y s i c a l l y  fit, were slow w ork ers , or had
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their d e p e n d e n t s  to look after, they had to take up 

w h a t e v e r  odd jobs there were to make ends meet. This may 

pa rt l y  acc o un t  for the fact that the l a b o u r e r s  vi ewe d  

their p r e d i c a m e n t  d i ff e r en tl y . Some said that work had 

be co m e more and more d i f f i c u l t  to find. In the old days, 

a la bo ur e r di d not n ee d to go e l s e w h e r e  to look for work 

since there was work to do all the year ro und  w i t h i n  the 

v i l l ag e  itself. O th er la bo ur e rs  were s a y i ng  that

d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  had cr e a t e d  more work  for them in 

general. For some l a bou re rs  who did not t ra vel  outside 

the vi l la ge  to seek work, the three mo nt hs  or so of the 

slack se aso n mi g ht  br i n g  in very little income, if at

all. For others, some of the male m e m b e r s  in the 

h o u s e h o l d s  were able to find some c o n s t r u c t i o n  and repair 

work to do in p o u l t r y  farms, some t urn ed  to f is h i ng  and 

pe t t y  trade. A few h o u s e h o l d s  d e c i de d  to rais e a small

n umb er  of pigs. One of the most imp o rt an t  jobs in slack

periods, e s p e c i a l l y  for the women, was m a t - w e a v i n g ,  in 

wh i c h  a large n u mb e r  of l a bo u r in g  h o u s e h o l d s  were 

engaged. The small am ou nt  of m on e y  they co u l d  earn by 

h ir i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  out to weave mats on a p iec e rate basis 

goes some way to i l l u s t r a t e  the re la ti v e  s c ar c i t y  of 

a l t e r n a t i v e  e m p l o y m e n t  d u ri n g the o f f - p e a k  periods. 

Be ing one of the ma jor  side jobs, its wo rk  a r r a n g e m e n t  

and pay d e s e r v e s  some atention.

Th ere  were 3-4 h o u s e h o l d s  in the v i l l a g e  that 

d e v o t e d  small p a t c h e s  of their land to g ro w the fl ax -l i ke  

rush plants, wh i c h n ee d e d  no look in g after. Three were 

w e l l - o f f  r i c e - f a r m e r s  w it h ho l d i n g s  of over 70 rai and
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the fourth was a w e a l t h y  sho p- ke ep e r . A small p o r t i o n  of 

the crops were sold off as wh ole  plan ts  and those w i s h i n g  

to buy had to do their own cutting. Only a few la b ou r i ng  

h o u s e h o l d s  u n d e r t o o k  m a t - w e a v i n g  on a s e l f - e m p l o y m e n t  

basis and they were the ones who bo ug ht the w h o l e  plants 

d i r e c t l y  from the growers. The main p o r t i o n  of the 

plant s was cut into tiny, long strips and then dr ie d by 

the h o u s e h o l d s  that grew them. T hen  they h i r e d  m e mb er s  

of the v a r io u s  w a g e - l a b o u r i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  to we a ve  the 

strips into mats. The cycle of m a t - w e a v i n g  st a r t e d  with 

the onset of the slack season. Those hi re d had looms of 

their own. Two pe o p l e  were r e q u i r e d  to wo r k  a loom and 

on a ve rag e it took them 1 1/2 days to c o m p l e t e  one mat.

For this, the two of them got 40 baht in all, i.e. each 

p e r s o n  e a rn e d m e r e ly  13 baht per day. The f in i s he d  

p r o d u c t s  were later c o l l e c t e d  by owners of the rushe s and 

sold to traders, who c o n s t i t u t e d  their r e g u l a r  m a r k e t i n g  

outlets, at 120 baht a piece. Those who h i r e d  th e m s e l v e s  

out c o m p l a i n e d  of the mi nu t e sum they were p ai d  c o mp a r e d  

wi th the pr o f i t s  their hirers  were g et t i ng  but they added 

also that a p o o r l y - p a i d  job was still b et t e r  than no job 

at all.

Ap art  from the 40 h o u s e h o l d s  who hi re d  th e ms e l v e s  

out as w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  on a casual basis in r i c e - f ie l d s,  

there were 34 h o u s e h o l d s  that earne d th ei r livin g by 

w o r k i n g  for p o u l t r y - f a r m s , and an ot her  9 h o u s e h o l d s  who 

w o r k e d  for both sectors. Am o n g  the p o u l t r y - f a r m  workers, 

there w ere  about  26 h o u s e h o l d s  that wer e e m p l o y e d  on a 

f ul l -t i m e  b as is by big p o u l t r y - f a r m s . Of these, about 20
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lived inside the bi g p o u l t r y - f a r m s  while the rest lived 

in their own homes and c o m m u t e d  daily to work. The

forme r c oul d ch oo se to have a f u l l - b o a r d  a c c o m o d a t i o n  

i.e. a c c o m o d a t i o n  wi th  me als and in 1981-82 got 600 - 800

bah t a month, or they could live in but cook their  own

meals  in wh i c h  case they were paid 1,000 ba ht  a month. 

Those living out got the same or a little more  pay than 

the n o n - f u l 1-b o ar d workers, i.e. 1 , 0 0 0 - 1 , 2 0 0  baht. Most  

of these w o r k e r s  w er e put in charge of one p o u l t r y  shed 

wi th  3 , 0 0 0 - 4 , 0 0 0  birds. Thei r day sta r te d  at a r o u n d  5.30 

A.M. and e nde d at about 6 P.M. Their ma in du ti e s  were 

c o l l e c t i n g  eggs twice daily, g r a d in g  them, ke e p i n g  

r eco rd s of the hens' e g g - p r o d u c i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  s e l e c t i n g  

n o n - l a y e r s  for culling, t r e a t i n g  the bi r d s aga i ns t  

disease, a l t h o u g h  they could and were u s u a l l y  c a l l e d  upon

to p e r f o r m  other odd jobs in the farm, too, like c a rr y i ng

goods, d e e p e n i n g  the wa t er  ponds, etc. Then there were 

also a few p e o p l e  w h o m  big p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  put in charge 

of cooking, m i x i n g  animal feed, d r iv in g  their t r a n s p or t  

trucks, and one p e r s o n  u su a l ly  was hi re d  to p e r f o r m  a 

f un c ti o n  of a h e a d - w o r k m a n  w ith  a numbe r of bi rd s  or baby 

chicks to look after as well as s u p e r v i s i n g  the other 

w o r k e r s  in the farm. A drive r got about 1,200 - 1,400

baht wh il e the h e a d - w o r k m a n  got 1, 6 0 0 - 1 , 8 0 0  ba ht  a month.

The r e m a i n i n g  l a b o u r e r s  who w o r k ed  for p o u l t r y - f a r m s  

hi r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  out on a casual basis and a few were 

h i r e d  reg ul a rl y .  They w o r k e d  as ca rp en t e rs , r e p a i r i n g  

e x i s t i n g  sheds, cages, fences, etc., and so me ti m es  

b u i l d i n g  new ones. They were paid on a da il y basis about
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60-70 baht a day. In the few years  bef o r e 1981-82, work 

for them had been quit e r e gu la r  all the year ro u n d  as big 

farms were e x p a n d i n g  and p u t t i n g  up new sheds, while 

small and m e d i u m  farms also ca ll e d for their services. 

The i n c r e a s i n g  wo r k in the p o u l t r y - f a r m s  had b r o u g h t  a 

nu mb e r  of l a b o u r i n g  ho u se h o ld s ,  about 10 in all, back 

from Ba ngkok, wh e r e  they had p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  w o r k i n g  

ei th e r  as c a rp e n t e r s ,  at b u i l d i n g  sites, or in factories,  

to r e s e t t l e  in thei r own v il l a g e  once more. For most 

h o u s e h o l d s ,  u s u a l l y  the h u sb a n d s  w o r k e d  as c a r p e n t e r s  or 

b u i l d e r s  in p o u l t r y - f a r m s  on a casual ba si s w hi le the 

wi ves  s ou gh t w o rk  in rice fields.

The v i l l a ge r s , i n c l u d i n g  the l ab o u re r s  the ms el ve s ,  

te nd e d  to c l a s s i f y  local l a bo ur e rs  into two ma i n groups 

i.e. p o u l t r y - f a r m  w o r k e r s  and r i c e - f a r m  wor k e rs ,  a lt h o u g h  

the f orm er  c a t e g o r y  us u a l l y  e x c l u d e d  the

c a s u a l l y - e m p l o y e d  c a r pe n t er s .  B e t w e e n  w o r k e r s  in

r i c e f i e l d s  and fu l l - t i m e  p o u l t r y - f a r m  w o r k e r s  there was a 

se nse of c o m p a r i s o n  and c o m p e t i t i o n  p r e v a i l i n g .  

P o u l t r y - f a r m  w o r k e r s  said that they f a v o u r e d  their 

p r e s e n t  job b e c a u s e  they were ear n i ng  m on e y  ev e ry  day of 

the mo n t h  and th eir work was lighter than w or k  in the 

rice fields. T h ey  t e n d e d  to pl ac e an e m p h a s i s  on the 

g u a r a n t e e  of a r e g u l a r  th oug h low income and a r g u e d  that 

rice f iel d w o r k e r s  mi g h t  earn more than them, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  at h a r v e s t  time, but this in co me  was not 

n e c e s s a r i l y  assur ed . For instance, if it rained, they 

had to call off t he ir wo rk for the day and t h e r e f o r e  

ea rn e d  n o t h i n g  at all on that day. Mo reo v e r,  they also
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r e m a r k e d  that d u r i n g  the rest of the year, wor k in rice 

fields was not easy to come by unless one was p r e p a r e d  to 

travel to other areas to se ar ch  for it. On the other 

hand, w o r k e r s  on rice fields te nde d to p l a c e  a gr e at e r  

value on the "f re ed om"  and leisure that t he ir  type of 

ca sua l wo rk al lowed. Wh il e a r gu i n g that wo rk in

p o u l t r y - f a r m s  was lighter, they p o i n t e d  out that 

p o u l t r y - f a r m  w o r k e r s  had to w ork  every single day of the 

w e e k  and could  r a re l y  take days off or co u l d take a day 

off if they co uld  find s o m eb o d y else to take their  place 

in their absence. On the other hand, be in g  e m p l o y e d  on a 

c asu al  basis they "have no bosses" and hence  e n j o y e d  the 

"free dom " to take days off wh en  they so wish ed.

Howev er,  such at t i t u d e s  may change d e p e n d i n g  on the 

r el a t i v e  job and pay p r o s p e c t s  each se ct or is enjoying. 

A year after I left the village, I he ar d that the rice 

pr ice  d r o p p e d  and r i c e - f a r m e r s  had to cut d o wn  on the

am ou n t of w a g e - w o r k  they e m p l o y e d  and were o f f e r i n g  lower 

h a r v e s t  wage rates. The a pp ar e nt  i n s t a b i l i t y  of wage

rates and the u n c e r t a i n t y  of work a v a i l a b i l i t y  in 

r i c e - f i e l d s  has thus led an i n c r e a s i n g  nu mb e r of 

r i c e - f a r m  w o r k e r s  to apply for their names to be put on 

the w a i t i n g  lists of big p o u l t r y - f a r m s  in the area. 

S e e i n g  their wo rk  p r o s p e c t s  w o rse nin g,  ma n y  r i c e - f a r m

wo r k e r s  have b e c o m e  more a t t r a c t e d  to the idea of w o r k i n g  

in p o u l t r y - f a r m s  w it h more re gu la r but less pay (20-40 

baht a day as a g a i n s t  at least 50 baht a d a y ) , and are 

more p r e p a r e d  to put up with a boss, w i t h o u t  his 

"freedom", and w i t h o u t  days off.
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Ap ar t  form the lab ou r er s  who w o r k e d  in the two major 

f ar m in g  se c to rs  in the village, the r e m a i n i n g  13

h o u s e h o l d s  who can be c la s se d as l ab ou re rs e i t h e r  earn ed  

their livin g or were  s u p p o r t e d  by those who e a r n e d  their 

living from w ag e e mp loy me nt.  Four h o u s e h o l d s  were

s u p p o r t e d  by their fami ly me mb e r s who w er e w o r k i n g  in 

Ba n g k o k  facto ri es , two h o u s e h o l d s  were f i n a n c i a l l y  

s u p p o r t e d  by their c h il d r e n  who were w o r k i n g  as d ome st ic  

servants, four were d e n u d e d  h o us e h o l d s  of e l d e r l y  ladies 

w hos e c h i l d r e n  sent them mo ne y only on o c c a s i o n  while 

they t h e m s e l v e s  u n d e r t o o k  little jobs, such as be ing  

hi r e d  to w e a v e  mats, to sew fish in g nets, etc., one

h o u s e h o l d  of a w i d o w  and two ch il dr e n e a r n ed  its living 

by sewin g bu lk  cl o t h i n g  for a trader in C h a c h o e n g s a o  

town, and the r e m a i n i n g  three h o u s e h o l d s  w o r k e d  in the

timbe r shop and all were ou ts id er s  who had come from 

C h o l b u r i  and the n o r t h e a s t  to seek work and were living 

in the a c c o m m o d a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  by the timbe r shop-own er .

The R e m a i n i n g  H o u s e h o l d s

The above a c c ou n t  has c o v er e d  all the ma i n gr ou pi ng s  

in the village, i.e. the p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s , r i c e - f a r m e r s  

and w a g e - l a b o u r e r s ,  who  made up 176 h o u s e h o l d s  in the

village. As for the r e m a i n i n g  25 ho u se h o l d s ,  they were 

e ng a g e d  ei the r in trade, in s e l f - e m p l o y m e n t  or in publi c  

e mp l o yme nt , as has been ear li e r d e s c r i b e d  in the secti on  

r el a t i v e  to the vi l l a g e ' s  o c c u p a t i o n a l  pa tte rn . Their  

p o s i t i o n s  w i th  r e g a rd  to labour e m p l o y m e n t  varied. For 

instance, the one h o u s e h o l d  that ran a local shop, the
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small rice mill o w n e r - c u m - r i c e - f a r m e r ,  the timber 

sho po w n er  and the owner of a small m a ch i n e r epa ir  shop 

w e r e . e m p l o y i n g  b e t w e e n  one and six w ag e - l a b o u r e r s .  Four 

others e m p l o y e d  labo ur ers  on a casual basis i.e. the 

owner of the t r a d i t i o n a l  mus i ca l  band, a boat b u il d e r and 

two r i c e - t r a d e r s . And apart from the four h o u s e h o l d s  of 

te ac h e rs  and 2 h o u s e h o l d s  of elderly pe op l e  who were 

s u p p o r t e d  by their children, who were n o n - w a g e - l a b o u r e r s ,  

the r e m a i n i n g  11 h ou s e h o l d s  were all sel f- em p l oy ed ,  

r un n in g  their own small shops, selling noodles, rais ing  

fish, dr i v i n g  their own bus.

The E m e r g i n g  D i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  P a t t er n

By 1981-82, if we take the wh ole vi ll a g e p o p u l a t i o n  

into c o n si d e ra t i on ,  a ce rt ai n pa t t e r n  of s y s te m a ti c  

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  seems to be em er g i ng  wi th r eg a r d  to 

va rio us  i n di c a to r s  such as access to means of p ro d u cti on,  

the kinds of farm operation, wealth, the ch i l dr e n 's  

ed u c a t i o n  and va ri ou s patt ern s, social status and 

pres tig e,  etc. Ne v e rt h e l e s s ,  it cannot be e m p h a s i z e d  

en oug h the fact that d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  is an on g oi ng  

process, that at this stage the best that can be done is 

to poin t out cer t a i n trends that are in the p r o c es s  of 

dev elo pi ng , that a l t h o u g h  the top and the b o t t o m  social 

clas ses  or strata are more easily i d ent ifi ab le , a large 

numb er of the h o u s e h o l d s  fall in be t w e e n  and enjoy 

r e l a t i v e l y  di v er s e  p r o d u c t i o n  and social r e l a ti o n s vis a 

vis other classes or strata.
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To deal first wi th  the e m e r g i n g  p a t t e r n  of 

d i f f e r e n t i a l  acces s to land, the fact that ther e exists 

two ma jor  fa r m i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  in the vi ll age  w h i c h  diff er  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  in the natur e and scale of oper at ion ,  

re nde rs  it u n t e n a b l e  to take l a n d h o l d i n g  size per se as 

an indi cat or , as p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  i nv ol ve s a much more 

i n t e ns i ve  use of c ap ita l and land than ri c e - f a r m i n g .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  some i m p or t a nt  points can be made as

re ga r ds  the p a t t e r n  of access to land. It is worth  

p o i n t i n g  out that all the p o u l t r y - f a r m s  ex c ep t one 

s m a l l - s c a l e  one o p e r a t e d  on their own land, w h i l e  more 

than half of the r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  g a i n e d  access

over the land or part of it th ro ugh  renti ng ; and the

w a g e - l a b o u r i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  owned no land at all with the 

e x c e p t i o n  of a few who owned  less than one rai as their 

ho us e - s i t e s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  it is n o t i c e a b l e  that if one 

takes those h o u s e h o l d s  wh o were e n g a g e d  in

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  and leave out

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s - c u m - r i c e - f a r m e r s , one finds that 11 out 

of 15 of th em  also a s su m e d the p os i t i o n  of land own er s,  

re nt i n g out part of their land to r i c e - f a r m e r s  in the 

v i 1 l a g e .

Mo re i n t e r e s t i n g  is the fact that in the past 

decade, 7 of the p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  had bou g ht  up 222 rai of 

land in the vi l l a g e  in or der to start up or e x p a n d  their 

p o u l t r y - f a r m s , and 203 out of the 222 rai was p u r c h a s e d  

b Y large p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s . W i t h  regar ds  to land in

V i l l a g e  no. 2 alone, the bi g four farmers o w n e d  b e t w e e n  

36 and 144 , a lt h o u g h  their actual h o l d i n g  sizes
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ra ng e d  b e t w e e n  23.5 and 90 r a i . The rece nt b u r s t  of land 

p u r c h a s e s  by t he m  and the fact that two big 

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  were among the top three lar g e st  owners 

of land in V i l l a g e  no. 2, the largest l a n d o w n e r  be in g  

Mrs. Yee who was also the larg es t p o u l t r y - f a r m  owner in 

the vi llage, c o u p l e d  w i t h  s im ila r tr e n ds  in the 

n e i g h b o u r i n g  vill ag e, may po int  in the d i r e c t i o n  of more 

land f a l l in g  into the hands of a few big p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s . 

An d if their farms c o nt i n u e  to e x pan d in this fashion, a 

t ren d t ow ar d s i n c r e a s i n g  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of land o w n e r s h i p  

mi g h t  eme r ge  in the future. The fact that big

p o u l t r y - f a r m s  had mu ch gr ea t e r p u r c h a s i n g  p o we r  and could 

af fo r d to bid up the price of and were c o m p e t i n g  to buy 

choic e land near the road and the canal was m a k i n g  it 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  for others in the v i l l a g e  to 

acq ui r e land th r o u g h  pu rc ha se s . N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  at this 

stage the h o l d i n g s  of the big p o u l t r y - f a r m s  we re  not yet 

very large in terms of land use and their ow ne r s coul d by 

no means be seen as large landowners, except  p e r h a p s  Mrs. 

Yee, who p r e v i o u s l y  g a in e d a lot of her land t hr o u gh  her 

t r a d i n g - c u m - m o n e y l e n d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  and not in her 

c a p a c i t y  as a p o u l t r y - f a r m e r  as such.

On the ot her hand, the i n c r e as ed  p r o d u c t i v i t y  and 

ou tp u t  of rice p r o d u c t i o n  since the a d o p t i o n  of mo de r n  

t e c h n o l o g y  and d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g ,  had gi ven a small number  

of r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to acqu ir e  

their own land th r o u g h  p u r c h a s e  too. As has been

m e n t i o n e d  in the p r e v i o u s  section, in the past  5-6 years, 

8 t e na nts  or p a r t i a l  t en ant s have been able to buy plots
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r a n g i n g  from 17 to 50 r a i , all of w h i c h  lay on the 

"r oa d l es s  side" of the canal. M or e o v e r ,  the new

p r o s p e r i t y  h ad la rg ely  put a halt to the l o n g - e x i s t i n g

trend  of i n v o l u n t a r y  sale or loss of land on the part of 

the l and ed  r i c e - f a r m i n g  ho u se h o ld s .  D u r i n g  the

p r e - d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  days in the 1960s, all the 434 rai of 

local ly ow n e d land fell into d i f f e r e n t  ow n e r s h i p s ,  either 

b e c a u s e  of debt f o r e c l o s u r e s  or bec a u se  the f orm er owners  

were h a r d - p r e s s e d  for money, and none of the r i c e - f a r m e r s  

were able to p u r c h a s e  any land in this period. However, 

in the p o s t - d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  days, only 124 rai of land

fell into the p o s s e s s i o n  of a local m o n e y l e n d e r ,  i.e.

Mrs. Yee's ow ne rs h ip ,  b e c a u s e  of i n d e b te d n es s.  The rest

of the land was sold by n o n - c u l t i v a t i n g  l an do wn ers . On 

the other hand, there were 8 r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  who 

g a i n ed  land o w n e r s h i p  t h r ou g h  p u r c h a s e  in this period. 

The i m p r o v e d  s i t u a t i o n  en a b l e d  most r i c e - f a r m e r s  to pay 

off their f or mer  debt and in 1981-82, none of the landed 

r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  m o r t g a g e d  their land w i t h  privat e  

m o n e y l e n d e r s ,  w h il e  4 h o u s e h o l d s  with pl ot s b e t w e e n  17 

and 50 rai w er e m o r t g a g i n g  their land w it h a c o m m e r c i a l  

b an k  or the s ta te' s c red it i n s t i t u t i o n s  in order  to

o b t a in  ch ea p credit, rather than be in g  fo rc e d to do to by 

d i s t r e s s i n g  f i n a n c i a l  ci r c um s t a n c e s .

W he n  one looks at the 1a n d o w n e r s h i p  s i t u a t i o n  as a 

whole, a few n o t a b le  ch an ge s stand out. Fir st l y,  the

past  d eca de has w i t n e s s e d  for the first time the decl ine  

in the share of a b s e n t e e - l a n d o w n e r s h i p . Up until the

1970s the share of land ow n e d  by a b s e n t e e  la n do w n er s
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(excluding "crown land" w hi c h  by 19 81 -82  had been  

t r a n s f e r r e d  into the hands of the La nd  R e f o r m  Office) 

s te a d i l y  i n c r e a s e d  from 3.3% in 1908, to 19.2% in 1940, 

25.2% in 1950, 33.4% in 1960, 38.9% in 1970. However, by

1981-8 2 this share d r o p p e d  to 30.9%. This was due to the 

fact that a n umb er  of po u l t r y  and r i c e - f a r m e r s  had boug ht  

some 355 rai of land from abse nt ee la nd ow ner s, and also 

the fact that the past decade saw no loss of land th ro ugh  

i n d e b t e d n e s s  to p eop le  outsi de  the vi l la g e  who acted as 

m o n e y l e n d e r s .

Secon dly , d e sp i t e the fact that a numb er  of 

h o u s e h o l d s  had been able to c o n s o l i d a t e  their 

l a n d o w n e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n  th ro ug h  their p u r c h a s i n g  ability, 

the trend t ow ar d s f r a g m e n t a t i o n  of l a n d o w n e r s h i p  

cont inu ed . A v e r a g e  l a n d o w n e r s h i p  had  become

p r o g r e s s i v e l y  sma ll e r thr o u gh  the decades. In 1908, the 

l a n d o w n e r s h i p  mean was 77.5 r a i , this d e c l i n e d  to 53.2 

rai by 1940, 44.3 rai by 1960, 35.8 rai by 1970 and then

to 22.1 rai by 1981-82. In 1981-82 more than half, 55% 

of the land owned, was under 20 rai and 34.2% was under 

10 r a i , c o m p a r e d  w it h  32.5% and 19.5% r e s p e c t i v e l y  for 

1970. The ge ne ra l  d i v i s i o n  of land a m on g  ch i ld re n  

c o n t i n u e d  both on the part of local and a b sen tee  

landown ers , a l t h o u g h  the actual l a nd h o l d i n g  sizes may not 

n e c e s s a r i l y  d e cl i ne  in the same p r o p o r t i o n  be c a u s e  some 

of the small pl ots were r en ted  out as one plot to a 

single s i b l i n g  h o u s e h o l d  or to the one e x i s t i n g  tenant 

house hol d.  The s w e l l i n g  of the number of pl ots  under 10 

^ ^  in the past deca de  was due to the fact that some land
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had been di v i d e d  up into tiny plots of .50 to 1 rai and 

sold off as h o u s e - s i t e s  and also due to the d i v i s i o n  of 

land among children.

Thi rdly, the rece nt po li cy of the state, r e g a rd i n g  

land r e fo r m  had r e s u l t e d  in 65 rai of land ow n ed  by 

abs en t ee  l a n d o wn e r s be in g  sold in 1979 to the La nd Reform 

Office  and the p ol i c y  might have led a n umb er of 

l a n do w n er s to divid e up their land to av oid  the Re f o r m  

pro gramme. Mrs. Yee, for instance, t r a n s f e r r e d  o w n e rs h i p  

of her var i ou s pl ots to her chil dr en and sold off some of 

the land that she was not o p e r a t i n g  for this reason. 

However, on the whole  the land r ef orm  p r o g r a m m e  had had 

little effect on the e x i s t i n g  pa tt e r n of l a n d o w n e r s h i p ; 

its i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  had been slow and fallen far short of 

its al re ad y li mit ed  target. For instance, the target set 

for land to come under the p r o gr a mm e  since 1977 c o ver ed  

135,995 rai of land in amphoe Ban Pho in w h i c h  tambon  

Theparaj is situated. By 1981 only 523 rai of land had 

been s ub je ct to the re f o rm  (Chachoengsao Land Re for m  

Office, 1981; 2). The 65 rai of land in V i l l a g e  no. 2

wh ic h  was sold to the Land R e fo r m Offic e had p r e v i o u s l y  

b een re n t e d by one tenan t h o u s e h o l d  and after the 

tr ans ac ti o n , the same t ena nt  had c on t i n u e d  to rent the 

same plot. An o t h e r  part of the pr o g r a m m e  was to grant 

wh at was kn ow n as "land rights documents" to tenan ts of 

the 507 rai of "crown land" in the village. This was 

car ri e d out w it h great fanfare, with the C r ow n  Prince 

h an d in g  out the d oc um e nt s  to each of the tenants. The 

do cu m en t s  c on f i rm  the occupants' rights of tenure. But
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in fact, the actu al  p o s i t i o n  of tenure b a s i c a l l y  r e m a i n e d  

the same as b e fo r e  since pr io r to r e c e i v i n g  their 

d o c u m e n t s  in 1977, the te na nt s al re a d y ha d a secure 

tenu re over their hol ding, and some even sold off their 

ten ur a l righ ts  to others. F u rt h e rm o r e,  the tenants' 

terms of p a y m e n t  also r e m a i n e d  largely the same as 

before. D e s p i t e  c e r t a i n  changes in the p r o p o r t i o n  of 

rent and land tax, tena nts  said that they e n de d  up pa y in g  

about the same rate as before, ran g in g  from 30 to over 60 

baht per r a i , d e p e n d i n g  on the numb er  of times each plot  

had ch a n g e d  hands.

If one looks at the access to labour and the kinds 

of far m i ng  ope ra ti o n , a cer t ai n p a t t e r n  has also emerged. 

S t a n d i n g  out from the rest of the vi lla ge  were the 4 big 

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  in the who coul d be c a ll e d c a p i t a l i s t  

farmers. They  were a s s u m i n g  the role of farm

o w n e r - m a n a g e r s , r u n n i n g  their farms by e m p l o y i n g  

f u l l -t i me  w a g e - l a b o u r e r s ,  w ith  their ca p i t a l  assets 

a m o u n t i n g  to m i l l i o n s  of baht and wi th  t he ir surplus  

b e i n g  p l o u g h e d  b ack  to ex pa n d  their p r o d u c t i o n .  Then  

there were the 5 m e d i u m  p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  and 12 of the 

r i c e - f a r m e r s  with h o l di n g s of more than 40 r a i , who hi re d  

in w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  eithe r on a ful l- ti m e  or on a casual 

but reg u l ar  basis, who had access to all the f a rmi ng  

equ ipm e n t,  but they di ff er  from the first gr o up  in that 

they e x p e n d e d  their own labour for the v ar i o us  types of 

w or k  in the farm ex c ep t  ha rv es t in g .  All the s m a l l - s c a l e  

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s , on the other hand, co u l d  be called 

famil y farmers, who re l i e d  solel y on their f a m il y labour
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to run the farms and n e it h e r hired in nor hi r e d out 

labour. The m a j o r i t y  of the r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  were 

less easy to i de n t i f y  in a c l e a r -c u t  fashion. They had 

to rely on wage labour for h a r v e s t i n g  and o c c a s i o n a l  

w e e d i n g  but the rest of the tasks were c a r r i e d  out by 

their own fa mi ly labour. A s ma l l e r  n u mb e r  of

r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  with ho ld i n gs  of less than 15 rai 

were more d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  in that they did not hire in 

any wa ge  labour but t h e m s e l v e s  hi re d out thei r labour to 

others. Then of c our se there were the w age  l a b o ur i n g  

h o u s e h o l d s  who  had no access  to vital p r o d u c t i o n  means 

and thus had to sell th eir labour for a living. Ot he r  

indi cat or s,  like the ch il d re n ' s e du c a t i o n  and ma r r i a g e  

p a t t e r n s  may po i nt  tow a rd s  the w i d e n i n g  socia l and 

e c o n o m i c  gap that was d e v e l o p i n g  in the v i l l a g e  society. 

A few b r o a d  t e n d e n c i e s  can be gauged, a l t h o u g h  one again 

has to bear in m i n d  that the s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  p a t t e r n  with  

re ga r d  to these i n di c a t o r s  is in the e m e r g e n t  stage and 

is in the p r o c e s s  of fu rther de vel op m e nt .  The first 

o b s e r v a t i o n  that can be made is the fact that there was a 

stro ng te n d e n c y  a mo ng big p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  to send their 

c h i l d r e n  to n o n - l o c a l  schools, i.e. to w e l l - k n o w n  schools 

in C h a c h o e n g s a o  or in Bangkok, and then on to highe r  

edu ca t i on .  The two l ar ge st  p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  in the area, 

Li an g  and the Thep ara j k a m n a n , sent each of their 

c h i l d r e n  for e d u c a t i o n  in the U.S. In the k a m n a n 's case, 

both of his sons were e d u c a t e d  in B an g k o k  up to h igh er  

level e d u c a t i o n  and a f t e r w a r d s  one had r e t u r n e d  home to 

help run the farm; the other had been sent a b r o a d  with
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the hope that he w o u l d  re tu rn to a job in the civil 

se rvi ce  w h i c h  was seen as a p r e s t i g i o u s  job. As rega rds  

the b ig p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  in V i l l a g e  no. 2 itself, three of 

the four f ar me rs  were s en d i ng  or had sent thei r c hi l d re n  

to schoo ls  in C h a c h o e n g s a o . One of them had two yo ung 

c h i l d r e n  at e x p e n s i v e  C a t h o l i c  p r i m a r y  sc h o ol s  in 

C h a c h o e n g s a o  town. One had 4 children: 2 in s e c o n da r y

schoo l and 2 in te c h n i c a l  c ol l e ge s  in C h a c h o e n g s a o  town. 

As for Mrs. Yee, the l arg est  p a o u l t r y - f a r m e r  in the

village, all her 4 c h i l d r e n  were married. All but one

w ent  on to h i g h e r - l e v e l  educatio n, one son b ei n g  a 

K a s e t s a r t  U n i v e r s i t y  (of Ag ric ul t u re )  g r adu at e.  Of her 

two da ug h t e rs ,  one was m a r r i e d  to a vet, the ot her  to the 

son of a big r i c e - m i l l e r  b a s e d  in the n ea r b y  am ph oe  and

b oth  had mo v e d  out to live with their hus ba n ds .  Her two

sons, th o u g h  m a r r i e d  to d au g h te r s  of w e l l - t o - d o  

me rc h an t s ,  had r e m a i n e d  to help run her p o u l t r y - f a r m  and 

the ti m b e r  b u si n e ss .  The fourth farmer, Maay, was a 

little d i ffe ren t.  Wi th  c h i l d r e n  15 in all from two

wives, and w i t h  his b a c k g r o u n d  in rice farming, he sent 

all his c h i l d r e n  to the local school for th e ir  pr i m a r y  

ed uc a ti o n .  Four c h i l d r e n  of school age we re in a 

s e c o n d a r y  school in C h a c h o e n g s a o  town, one was at 

K a s e t s a r t  Un i v e r s i t y .  Six of the older c h i l d r e n  did not 

have hi gh e r  e d u c a t i o n  and b efo re ge t t i n g  m a r r i e d  they 

r e m a i n e d  at home to help in the rice fields. They were 

m a r r i e d  and 4 w er e  r u n n i n g  th eir own small to m e d i u m  

p o u 1t r y - f a r m s  w h i c h  o p e r a t e d  clo s e ly  w ith  their  p a r e n t s 1 

farm, g e t t i n g  raw m a t e r i a l s  from and s el l i n g  eggs to the
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latter. They w er e m a r r i e d  to c h i l d r e n  of lande d

ri ce - f a r m e r s .  The other 2 c h il d r e n  were h e l p i n g  their

p ar e n t s  m a na g e  the farm, one b ei n g  m a r r i e d  to a teacher.

One son, who still lived in the area, was m a r r i e d  to a 

m e r c h a n t ' s  d a u g h t e r  and was o p e r a t i n g  as one of the 

b ig g e s t  r i c e - t r a d e r s  in the area. Of the 3 c h i l d r e n  who 

lived away from home, one was a po li ce o f f i c e r  b as e d  in 

the n o r t h e a s t  who had an oth er  sister to he lp  him with 

ho u s e k e e p i n g ,  w hi le the r e m a i n i n g  d a ug h t e r  was w o r k i n g  in

a c o m m e r c i a l  ba nk  in Bangkok. Hence, none of the

c h i l d r e n  of the b i g p o u l t r y - f a r m  owners had m a r r i e d  

p e o p l e  well b e l o w  their status. Mo st  c h i l d r e n  were 

e n c o u r a g e d  to study on to a high level of educati on.  

Some were p e r s u a d e d  to re m a in  and help the p a r e n t s  run 

their farms, and l ike wis e as s u me d  the role of farm 

m a n a g e r s .

In contrast, the c h il d r en  of all the w a g e - l a b o u r i n g  

h o u s e h o l d s  were i n v a r i a b l y  a tt e n d i n g  or had a t t e n d e d  the 

local The paraj school for their p r im ar y  e d u c at io n . Many  

of the c hi l d r e n  also h ir ed  th em s e lv e s  out d u r i n g  their 

school holid ay s.  The m a j o r i t y  sought wage e m p l o y m e n t  

i m m e d i a t e l y  afte r c o m p l e t i n g  c o m p u l s o r y  ed u c at i o n.  Of 

those h o u s e h o l d s  wi th schoo l age children, only 7 had one 

or two of their ch i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g  s e c o n d a r y  school. 

A mo n g  the grown up u n m a r r i e d  children, a bo ut half of 

them, who were mo st ly in their teens, r e m a i n e d  with their 

pa r e n t s  and h i r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  out local ly wh i le  the other 

half had gone to w or k in Bangkok, S a m u t p r a k a r n  or 

C h o l b u r i  p r o v i n c e s  do i ng  jobs ra ng in g from f a c t or y work,
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b u i l d i n g  work, d o m e s t i c  service, w o r k i n g  in r e s t a u r a n t s  

or s ma ll e r food shops to w o r k i n g  as c le an e r s  in 

h osp i t al s .  Th ose  who had gone to work e l s e w h e r e  tende d 

to get m a r r i e d  to pe o pl e  they met at their pl a c e of work, 

w hi l e  the m a j o r i t y  also r e m a i n e d  in Th ep a r aj  t e n de d  to 

get m a r r i e d  to fe l l ow  wage labourers. Only a few had 

m a r r i e d  c h i l d r e n  of te na n t or o w n e r - o p e r a t o r

ri c e - f a r m e r s .  None had m a r r i e d  into p o u 1t r y - f a r m i n g  

h ou s e h o l d s .  N e a r l y  all the wage labourers' c hi ldr en  

chose to set up their own h o u s e h o l d s  at ma rr iag e.

As for the rest of the h o u s e h o l d s  in the village, 

s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  is mo r e diverse, a l t h o u g h  a few 

o b s e r v a t i o n s  can be made. Firstly, most of the small and 

m e d i u m - s c a l e  p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  te n d ed  to s e nd  their 

c h i l d r e n  to Wat Thepa ra j School, but most c h i l d r e n  were 

then e n c o u r a g e d  to go on to s ec o n da r y  and co l l e g e  level 

e d u c a t i o n  in C h a c h o e n g s a o  or in Bangkok. Secondly,

r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  te nd ed  also to send c h i l d r e n  to 

Wat Thepa ra j Sc ho ol  but b e yo n d that there was no clear 

patt ern ; some h o u s e h o l d s  chose to invest in one or two of 

their c h i l d r e n ' s  e d uca ti on , others did not. But an

i n c r e a s i n g l y  p r e v a l e n t  a t ti t u d e  am on g a lot of 

r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  se e me d  to be that they w i s h e d  at 

least some of their c h i l d r e n  to recei ve high e d u c a t i o n  so 

as to av o i d the tough life in the rice fields or bec a u se  

there w o u l d  not be en ou g h land to go around. Ho wever, at 

pres ent , a r e a s o n a b l y  clear t en d e n c y  is for most 

r i c e - f a r m e r s  to re t ai n a n umb er of their c h i l d r e n  at home 

so that they co ul d  help pa r e n t s  with work in the rice
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fields and some of the m a r r i e d  ch il dr e n  had r e m a i n e d  in 

their parents' h o u s e h o l d s  for the same reason. The

m a r r i a g e  p a t t e r n  is also diverse; some wer e m a r r i e d  to 

c h i l d r e n  of w a g e - l a b o u r e r s ,  other to c h i l d r e n  of 

r i c e - f a r m e r s .

As reg a r ds  othe r po s si b l e  i n d i c a t o r s  of

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  such as w e a l t h  and income, the

i n a d e q u a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i la b le  h i n de r s  an ac cur at e

p o r t r a y a l  of the e x i s t i n g  situation, and pr e c i s e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  is by no me ans easy to attain, p a r t i c u l a r l y  

am ong the l a r g e - s c a l e  p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s , some of w h o m

g ro s s l y  u n d e r s t a t e d  the scale of their  op e rat ion s,  

p r o b a b l y  due to their s e n s i t i v i t y  r e l a t i n g  to tax issues. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  the a v a i la b l e i n f o r m a t i o n  can give us a 

r oug h p i c t u r e  wi th re ga r d  to the re la t i v e  p o s i t i o n  of

each group. Bi g p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  said that 

the ir asse ts  a m o u n t e d  to mi l l i o n s  of baht. One big

p o u l t r y - f a r m  owne r with  80,000 chi c k en s  in 1981 e s t i m a t e d  

his as se ts  to be ar o u n d  20 m i l l i o n  baht, and his income

to be at least 7 m i l l i o n  baht a year. If the big farms

were ta l k i n g  of asset s in terms of m i l l i o n s  of baht,

m e d i u m  and small p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  e s t i m a t e d  thei r assets  

to be in the h u n d r e d s  of tho u s an d s  baht range. The

sm al l e s t  farm, w h i c h  was s t a rt e d  in 1982 w i t h  1,200

ch ickens, cost its owner 200,000 baht for sheds and

cages, only le a vi n g  out all the other as se ts  such as

land, and ot h e r n e c e s s a r y  equipment. Net incomes of

m e d i u m  and small farms are said to av e r a g e  b e t w e e n

100, 000  to over 6 00 ,00 0 baht per annum. On the other
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hand, a r i c e - f a r m e r  with the largest h o l d i n g  and a larger 

am ou n t of f a r m in g  e q u i p m e n t  than av er ag e e s t i m a t e d  his 

assets, e x c l u d i n g  land, to be at the m a x i m u m  130,000

baht, and e s t i m a t e d  his net income to be a r o un d  300,000

baht if an a ve r ag e  y i el d  was 70 thang per rai and if he

got 2,800 b aht  per k wi an for his paddy. His income of

cours e may s ud d e n l y  drop if the pr ice of rice falls or if 

y iel ds  are poor as in the main season of 1982, w hen  paddy 

was f e t c h i n g  only 2 , 40 0- 2 , 6 0 0  baht per k w i a n  while  an 

ave ra g e yi el d  d r o p p e d  to about 60 thang per r a i . As for 

the wag e labourers, they t h e ms e l ve s  said that they had no 

assets wo r t h s p e a k i n g  of excep t p o s s i b l y  th ei r own house. 

Wit h re ga rd  to their  net incomes, the best  w age  labourer  

h i r i n g  h i m s e l f / h e r s e l f  out in the rice field s all the 

year round, as well as t r a v e l l i n g  to other areas to seek 

h i g h e r - p a y  h a r v e s t  work, at most could earn 25,000 baht a

year in wage paym en t, w hil e the worst  off l a b o ur e r s got

less than 10,0 00  baht a year in gross income. Even when  

a l l o w a n c e s  are made  for the f l u c t u a ti o n s in the pric es of 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  pr od uc ts,  there can be little doubt as 

reg ar d s the en o r m o u s  gap that e xi s t e d  b e t w e e n  the 

w e a l t h i e s t  and the p o o r e s t  h o u s e h o l d s  in the village.

V il la ge rs'  Own C a t e g o r i z a t i o n

The v i l l a g e r s  t he m s e l v e s  na t ur a l ly  had their own 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the re la ti v e  e co n o m i c  status of 

the v a ri o u s hou s e ho ld s . They tende d to be more de fi ni t e

as to wh o the very rich and the very poor w ere  in the

v il l ag e  and p o i n t e d  r e s p e c t i v e l y  to the big p o u l t r y - f a r m
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owners and the w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  as the cases in point. 

B e y o nd  this, c a t e g o r i z a t i o n  was less pr e c i s e  d e p e n d i n g  on 

the p e r s o n ' s  own r e la t i v e  p o s i t i o n  wi th i n the hi era r c hy .  

For instance, wage l a bo u r er s  te nd e d  to c l a s s i f y  all the 

m e d i u m  and small p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  as well as r i c e - f a r m e r s  

with h o l d i n g s  from about 40-50 rai up wa rds  as rich, while 

most p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  t e n d e d  to view th eir p o s i t i o n  as 

b e t t e r - o f f  than r i c e - f a r m e r s .  The d i f f e r e n t  ways in 

wh ic h  d i f f e r e n t  gr o u p i n g s  v i e we d  t h e m s e l v e s  vis a vis the 

other gr oup s and the way they vi e we d  the r e ce n t changes 

that had so s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t e d  their lives are of 

p a r t i c u l a r  in t er e s t as they may help re ve a l  ce r ta i n  

p a t t e r n s  of social r e l a t i o n s  that the v i l l a g e r s  were 

e x p e r i e n c i n g  wi th one an ot h e r and the r e la t i v e  i n t e ns i t y  

of their sh a r ed  or a n t a g o n i s t i c  feel ing s vis a vis other 

g r o u p s .

In Thepa raj  soc i et y  in 1981-82, the sharp d i v i d i n g  

lines s e e m ed  to be b e t w e e n  the w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  and the 

u ppe r st ra t a  on the one hand and b e t w e e n  the big  

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  and the rest of the g r o u p i n g s  on the 

other. And  the divisio.n and c o m p a r i s o n  t e n d e d  to be 

b as e d  on the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of ma nua l labour as well as on 

the e x i s t i n g  p r o p e r t y  relatio ns.  In c er t ai n contexts, 

the d i v i s i o n  was b a s e d  r at her  on the d i f f e r i n g  pa t te r n s  

of eco n o mi c  a c t i v i t i e s  wh i ch  set the p o u l t r y  and rice 

f ar me rs  apart, a l t h o u g h  among  the p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  the 

large p o u l t r y - f a r m  owne rs  were always set ap art from the 

rest.
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The a d o p t i o n  of p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  and d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  

in rice c u l t i v a t i o n  was g e n e ra l ly  w e l c o m e d  by the 

m a j o r i t y  of the vi l l ag e r s,  for it had r e s u l t e d  in a 

p e r c e p t i b l e  i n c r e a s e  in w e a l t h  and p r o s p e r i t y  of the 

whol e vill ag e, i n c l u d i n g  the p o o r e r  w a g e - l a b o u r i n g  

hou se h ol d s .  But the ways d i f f e r e n t  gr ou p s p e r c e i v e d  

their p r os p e c t s ,  p o r t r a y e d  th ei r p r ob l e m s  and co nc e r n  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r s  d e p e n d i n g  very mu ch on their 

r e s p e c t i v e  p o s i t i o n  in the ex i st i n g  p r o p e r t y  re la tio ns.

The w a g e - l a b o u r i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  m o s t ly  w e l c o m e d  the 

i n c r e a s i n g  job a v a i l a b i l i t y  and h ig her  wa g e s  of rece nt  

years wh i c h had a c c o m p a n i e d  d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  and the rapid  

e x p a n s i o n  of big  p o u l t r y - f a r m s . T ho s e  w o r k i n g  for

p o u l t r y - f a r m s , i n c l u d i n g  the casual la b o u r e r s  who were 

hi re d  as c a r p e n t e r s  or bu il de rs,  said that n o w a d a y s  they 

had wo rk to do all the year round, w h il e  la b o u r e r s  in 

rice fields g e n e r a l l y  said that d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  meant 

jobs were m ore  p l e n t i f u l  than before. How e ve r ,  b e yo n d  

this, their  r e s e r v a t i o n s  abound. A c c o r d i n g  to them, 

a l t h o u g h  wage w or k was e asi er to find in 1981-92, their 

cost of li vi ng  had also gone up c o n s i d e r a b l y  since 

e v e r y t h i n g  had to be bo u g ht  and m one y had b ec o m e  the most 

c ruc ia l f act or in their li velihood. On this point, 

e v e r y o n e  w o u l d  r e m i n i s c e  about the days of old when  food 

for free e x i s t e d  in a bu nda nc e. Fish, sh ri m p s and va ri ou s  

v e g e t a b l e s  were there for the g a t h e r i n g  and h a r d ly  any 

m on e y  used to be spent on food. Of t en  their p l i g h t  was 

a t t r i b u t e d  to c o n s e q u e n c e s  of actio ns  of ot h er  groups. 

For instance, w her e fish in the canal had bee n great ly
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d e p l e t e d  and w il d  edibl e pl a n t s  in the fields vi r t u a l l y  

dis app e a re d ,  they wo u l d p i n p o i n t  the re as ons  to be the 

p r e s e n t - d a y  a p p l i c a t i o n  of i n se c t i c i d e  and he r b i c i d e  

wh ich  has e l i m i n a t e d  a good part of their sourc e of food 

for free. For some the si t u at i o n had w o r s e n e d  furth er  by 

the fact that o u t s i d e r s  u s ua ll y  came into the area to 

fish, who wo u l d  use ev ery means inc lu d in g  e x p l o s i v e s  and

for sale as we 11.

More i m p o rt a nt  is the fact that d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  had 

e l i m i n a t e d  also the o p p o r t u n i t y  for the p oo r  to gather 

some rice for th eir own c o nsu mpt io n. On this point, they 

w o u l d  refer righ t back  to the p r e - d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  days 

w hen  they co uld  go ar o u n d  the rice fields af te r har ve s t  

was over to c o l le c t  loose grains of pa ddy that were left 

in the fields. A h o u s e h o l d  mi ght  be able to gather  

several thangs of p add y each year that w o u l d  last them 

for seve ral  months. However, in 1981-82 this p r ac t i ce  

was no long er p o s s i b l e  be c au s e  r i c e - f a r m e r s  we re  in a 

hu rry  to p r e p a r e  their fields for the s e co n d crop. So, 

i m m e d i a t e l y  after the first crop had be e n reaped, 

p l o u g h i n g  rec o m me n c ed .  On this once again, they tende d  

not to a t t r i b u t e  the cause of their w o r s e n e d  p r e d i c a m e n t  

to the d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  per se, but to the social 

r el a t i o n s  wh ic h  they saw as be i ng  c o n n e c t e d  with it. 

They said that an o p p o r t u n i t y  to gathe r loose grains 

still e x i s t e d  at the end of the dry season c r o p p i n g  cycle 

wh en  fields were left f a llo w for a few m o n t h s  to await 

the first annua l rain befor e the next cy cle st ar ted

to ca tch fish and some even ca ug ht  baby fish
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again. Ho wever, as p e o p le  had b e c o m e  more

" m o n e y - c o ns c i ou s,  sting y and s e l f -c e n tr e d ",  so the 

r e a s o n i n g  went, they p r e f e r r e d  to make m o n e y  on these 

loose grain s by a l l o w i n g  duck owners to feed their  flocks 

on their s at a fee, rather than a ll o wi ng  the poor to 

forage their fields for free.

The fact that all the la bou r i ng  h o u s e h o l d s  had to 

buy rice for c o n s u m p t i o n  me ant  that when the g o v e r n m e n t  

i n i t i a t e d  the p r o g r a m m e  to sell cheap rice, kn o w n  as 

"kh aao  o - c h a " or "kh a a o  o n g - k a a n " , at the end of 1980 

(although by 1983 it was no longer on s a l e ) , this was 

w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  w e l c o m e d  by all the w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  alike 

as they p r e v i o u s l y  had to buy rice at twice the cheap 

price. Pe op le  w ou l d  rush in to buy the cheap rice at the 

k a m n a n 1s place, a l t h o u g h  there never seemed  to be enough  

rice to go a r ou n d  b e c a u s e  of the l i m i t e d  amount 

availabl e. The ch eap rice issue turn ed out to be a major 

bone of c o n t e n t i o n  and st ron g c r i t i c i s m  on the 

w a g e - l a b o u r e r s '  part aga i ns t  b e t t e r - o f f  p e o p l e  who 

s c r a m b l e d  for a share of the kh aao o - c h a . A c c o r d i n g  to 

the w a g e - l a b o u r e r s ,  a w e a l t h y  me r ch a n t  in the v i l l a g e  and 

a numb er  of r i c e - f a r m e r s  and p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  also tried 

to o bt ain  the rice. It was said that some of them sent 

along  their c h i l d r e n  to queue up and some e v en  h i re d  

so me b od y  else to buy the rice for them. In this case, 

the w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  na me d the i n di v i du a l s w h o s e  c on du ct  

they s tr o n g l y  o b j e c t e d  to with the reason that b e t t e r - o f f  

in d i v i d u a l s  co uld  af for d to buy rice in the market, that 

r i c e - f a r m e r s  in p a r t i c u l a r  had no need at all to buy the
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cheap rice b ec a us e they were t h e ms el v es  r i c e -g r o we r s , and 

that these p e o p l e  ought  to feel as h am e d  of the mse lve s.  

Some said the "paupers' cards" (bat a n a a t h a a ) should  be

p r e s e n t e d  to the k a m n a n  w he n rice was b o u g h t  so that

those e li g ib l e  for a share of the cheap rice w o u l d  be

r e s t r i c t e d  to those who were r ea lly  poor.

A n o t h e r  issue wh i c h was a majo r c o n c e r n  for the 

w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  and was a co ns tan t s u b j e c t  in their 

c o n v e r s a t i o n s  was one c o n c e r n i n g  their ho u s e - s i t e s .  All 

the h o u s e h o l d s  alike felt in te n se l y  insec ur e as a result 

of their l a n d l e s s n e s s  pos ition. A lot of h o u s e h o l d s  had 

had to move their house s seve ral  times over the years 

b e c a us e  the l an d o w n e r s  sold off the land or they w a n t e d  

to make use of the w hol e area of their ac reage. Many 

h o u s e h o l d s  w ere  try i n g hard to save up e n ou g h m o ne y  to 

buy s u f f i c i e n t  land for their h o u s e - s i t e s  so as to ensure 

their futu re  in the village, but this was b e c o m i n g  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  be c a u s e  of the r i s i ng  land prices. 

A few tr ie d to buy less than one rai of land but were 

tur ne d  down be c a u s e  the la nd own er said they p r e f e r r e d  to 

sell their land in big plots. The issue was often 

p h r a s e d  in terms of i n c r e a s i n g  se l f is h n e s s  and lack of 

ch ar i t y on the landowners' part. C r i t i c i s m  was made in 

gen er a l terms ag ai n s t l a n d ow n e rs  who had a lot of land 

but yet r e f u s e d  to rent out even one rai to poor  

hou seh o l ds .  T ho se w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  who were r e n t i n g  land 

of local l a n d o w n e r s  t en ded  not to cr i t ic i z e the latter in 

s tro ng  wo rd s but cr i t i c i s m s  there c er ta i nl y  were. Ch ief 

am ong them was the fact that recently, la n d o w n e r s  who



345

were their own k i n s m e n  had s ta r t ed  to levy rent on their 

h o u s e - s i t e s  for the first time and that some charg ed  

h i g h er  rent than n o n - k i n s m e n  and a b s e n t e e  landowners. 

In te r e s t i n g l y ,  the new a r r a n g e m e n t  that had be en  drawn up 

was often  c o uc h ed  in the langu age  of r e c i p r o c i t y  r ath er  

than in st ra i g h t  m o n e t a r y  and i m p er s on a l  contr ac t,  i.e. 

some of the ten a n ts  did not call the sum p a i d  a "rent" 

but te rm e d  the a r r a n g e m e n t  as follows: "The k i ns m e n do

not re al l y  charge  us rent but ask us to h a r v e s t  one rai a 

year of their land for them in retur n. " Ho wever, most 

other te na nt s v i e w e d  this as a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  rental 

a r r a n g e m e n t .

W a g e - l a b o u r e r s  in Theparaj ten d e d to v i e w t h e ms e lv e s  

as o c c u p y i n g  the lowest rung in the soci al ladder, 

i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  as the poor in the vi l l a g e  vis a 

vis other groups, and set t i ng  t h e m s e l v e s  apart from the 

oth ers  on the ba sis that they had to sell th eir labour 

for a liv i n g i.e. "to r e c ei ve  (or accept) e m p lo y m en t "  

(rab j a a n g ) , that they had ne it h e r cap i t al  nor assets 

like the r i c e - f a r m e r s  or p o u l t r y  farmers: "We have no

t h u n , that is why we have to sell our labo ur. " As such, 

those r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  w i th  little land, and whose  

d e p e n d e n c e  on o f f e r r i n g  wage labour was great, t en ded  to 

be i d e n t i f i e d  as w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  and b e i n g  a mo ng  the poor, 

too. In 1981-82, w a g e - l a b o u r e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  those who 

c oul d find wo rk  all the year aroun d ei the r in r i c e f i e l d s  

b ec a u s e  they t r a v e l l e d  to other areas, or in 

p o u l t r y - f a r m s , b e c a u s e  the latter were ex p a nd i n g,  were 

e n j o y i n g  th ei r good fo rt un e in terms of job a v a i l a b i l i t y
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and i n c r e a s e d  income c o m p a r e d  wi th  the

p r e - d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  days. Th eir labour was greatly

d e m a n d e d  at ha r v e s t  and this was even more the case when 

crops were b ei ng h a r v e s t e d  du ri ng the ra iny se a s on  when a 

h a r v e s t i n g  skill of the pe op l e of Theparaj and some other 

areas was d e m a n d e d  to secure the paddy  from soa k in g  in 

the fl o o d e d  field, (I.e. after the pl a nt s are cut, they 

are b u n d l e d  up, tied to g e t h e r  in small she a ve s  and reste d  

on thei r g a t h e r e d  stalks  to keep them well above the 

wa t e r  level in the rice fields - a te c h n i q u e  p e c u l i a r  to 

the local area but not n e c e s s a r i l y  k no wn to some outsi de  

w o r k e r s  who are only fam il i ar  with h a r v e s t i n g  on dry

fields and could  thus leave the reap ed  p l a n t s  on the

ground.) B e c a u s e  of this, a lot of the r i c e - f a r m e r s  in 

the vi l l a g e  trie d to re ta i n  some r e c i p r o c a l  ties with a 

n umb er  of w a g e - l a b o u r e r s ,  some tried to bi n d  them throu gh  

the h o u s e s i t e  r ent al ag r e e m e n t  as m e n t i o n e d  above, in 

order to e nsu re  t h e m s e l v e s  en ou gh labou r at harvest. 

They mi gh t invit e the l a bo ur e rs  to the social  fu nct io ns  

they held, a ll o w e d  those on the "roa dl ess " side of the 

canal ac ce ss  to the road, but lent them  money, rice or 

other th in gs  at no interest, etc. As such, a numbe r of 

r i c e f i e l d  w o r k e r s  did feel o bl i g e d  to wo rk for those on 

w h o m  they d e p e n d e d  for favours and a s s is t a nc e .  And this 

was s o m e t i m e s  v i e w e d  by the lab o ur er s  w it h  ce r ta i n

d i s c o n t e n t  a l t h o u g h  it was se ld o m e x p r e s s e d  in e x pl i c i t l y  

a n t a g o n i s t i c  terms. Some la bo ur e rs  g r u m b l e d  aga in s t

c e r t ai n  r i c e - f a r m e r s  who pa id  them less than the going 

av er a g e wage, who did not bo t he r  to tell th em  what wage
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rates they were paying, and w ho se pa y m e n t  was often  long 

overdue. The s e n t i m e n t  is often e x p r e s s e d  in such terms 

as "When one wo r ks  for k i n s m e n  or ne ig h b ou r s , one can't 

ex pe c t to ask for high wages. One has no b a r g a i n i n g  

p o w e r ."

B e f o r e  1983, o p t i m i s m  se em ed to have p r e v a i l e d  among 

a great many wage laboure rs , p a r t i c u l a r l y  those w o r k i n g  

in the rice field s who were g et t i n g  good w a g e s  for their 

h a r v es t  work. C o n s t a n t  c o m p e t i t i o n .and c o m p a r i s o n  seemed 

to ex ist b e t w e e n  them  and those w ho w o r k e d  in

p o u l t r y - f a r m s . The forme r cl ai me d  that they we r e  be tt er  

pa id as they w ere  g e t t i n g  at least 50 baht a day for 

w e e d i n g  and c u t t i n g  grass and a fast w o rk e r  c oul d make up

to over 100 baht a day dur i n g harvest, w h e r e a s  those in

p o u l t r y - f a r m s  only r e c e i v e d  30-40 baht a day. Th ose  rice 

field w o r k e r s  wh o t r a v e l l e d  to other areas even cl a im e d  

that they were do in g be tt e r  than some small r i c e -f a r me r s .  

Ho wever, in 1983 such o p t i m i s m  was d a m p e n e d  down

c o n s i d e r a b l y  when the h ar v e s t  wage d ro p p e d  from over 200 

baht down to about 160 baht per rai or less while

r i c e - f a r m e r s  were c u t t i n g  down on the am ou n t  of wage 

labo ur e m p l o y e d  b e c a u s e  of the p r o s p e c t  of low rice 

prices. F l u c t u a t i n g  p r o s p e c t s  of e m p l o y m e n t  in the rice 

fields, a s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s i n g  number  of w o r k e r s  looking

for jobs, a high p r o p e n s i t y  for r i c e - f a r m e r s  to adopt

mo re labour sa vi ng  devices, p a r t i c u l a r l y  recen t 

e x p e r i m e n t s  in the use of c o m b i n e - h a r v e s t i n g ,  have led

more rice f ie ld w o r k e r s  to apply for jobs in

p o u 1t r y - farms w hi c h  are seen as r e l a t i v e l y  mo re  secure.
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With  re g a rd  to the ri c e- fa r me r s , thei r p r o b l e m s  and 

c on c er n s  and the ways they v i ew e d them were e s s e n t i a l l y  

di ffe re nt . All Thepa ra j r i c e - f a r m e r s  a g r e e d  that

d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  had br o u g h t  them i n c r e a s e d  w e a l t h  and 

comfort, that the p r e s e n t  m e t h o d  of rice c u l t i v a t i o n  and 

the use of va r i o u s  m e c h a n i c a l  de v i c e s  have made  

r i c e - f a r m i n g  m uc h  ea s ie r and r e l i e v e d  t h em  of many 

b a c k b r e a k i n g  and ar du ou s tasks - land pr e pa r a t i o n ,  

b u f f a l o - c a r i n g ,  upro oti ng,  tr an sp l a nt in g , thre sh in g, etc. 

A d d e d  to this, d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  and the new rice va r ie ti e s  

have g e n e r a t e d  a big i n cre ase  in output, and hence their 

income, to such an ex te nt  that in the p as t four or five 

ye ars they be g an  to th ink that r i c e - f a r m i n g  co uld after 

all be a secure source of li v e l i h o o d  w h i c h  was co nt rar y  

to their ge ne r a l a t t it u d e in the p r e - d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  

days. At the same time, they all a g re e d also that 

p r e s e n t - d a y  r i c e - f a r m i n g  r e q u i r e d  a great amoun t of 

capit al and cash outlays. They c on s t a n t l y  c o m p l a i n e d  of 

the costs of labour, f e r t i l i z e r  and fuel w hi c h  ranked 

am o n g  the hi g h e s t  on their e x p e n d i t u r e  list. The

d i f f i c u l t y  of f i n d i n g  w o r k er s  du ri n g pe a k h a r v e s t i n g  

p er i o d s  and the r e l a t i v e l y  high ha rv e s t wa g e s  were also 

seen in terms of the ch a ng i n g  social r e l a t i o n s  b et wee n  

t h e m s e l v e s  and the w a g e - l a b o u r e r s .  M an y r i c e - f a r m e r s  

c o m p l a i n e d  that n o wa d a y s  w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  we re  choosy and 

often "play hard to get." Some r e f e r r e d  b ac k to the old 

days w he n  e m p l o y e r s  co uld scold and c r i t i c i z e  their 

w o r k e r s  if they did so m e t h i n g  wr on g and c o m p a r e d  this 

wi th the p r e s e n t - d a y  si tu a ti o n  when wo r k e r s  e asi ly wal k e d
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out on their hirers, if they were d i s p l e a s e d  with  the 

la tte r' s words. R i c e - f a r m e r s  were thus p a r t i c u l a r l y  keen 

on the idea of r e p l a c i n g  h a r ve st  w o r k e r s  with  

c o m b i n e - h a r v e s t e r s  not me r e ly  to reduce costs but also to 

r ed u c e the p r o b l e m  of h a vi n g  to hire a la bou r force which 

they r e g a r d e d  to be i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f ic u l t and conceited.

B e y o n d  this, there were certa in  s l i g h t l y  di f f e r i n g  

s t a n d p o i n t s  among r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  a c c o r d i n g  to 

their p o s i t i o n s  in the p r o p e r t y  relations. In general, 

it can be said that the issue which  was a p r e d o m i n a n t  

c on ce rn  of r i c e - f a r m e r s  was that c o n c e r n i n g  the 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  im p o r t a n t  role of capital and cash outl ays  

in their p r o d uc t i on ,  rathe r than the land rent. As rent 

was c o n s i d e r e d  as "not too high" by the tenan ts  

them se l v es ,  the d i v i d i n g  line b e t w e e n  t e na n ts  and 

o w n e r - o p e r a t o r s  was not so sh ar ply  draw n as one mi ght 

ex pec t and quite a few tenan ts  we re  seen as be ing 

w e l l - o f f  r i c e - f a r m e r s  while some were able to acquire 

thei r own land. And at present, be in g a te na n t  does not 

seem to d e t e r m i n e  c r u c i a l l y  one's e c o n o m i c  or social 

status in the v i l la g e  society, alt h o ug h there is always 

the fact that a pure t en an t 's  p o s i t i o n  may be r e d u c e d  to 

that of a w a g e - l a b o u r e r  if he/s he is e v i c t e d  from the 

land and re ce n t  cases of ev i c t i o n  had c e r t ai n l y  

h e i g h t e n e d  the fear and the f eel ing  of i n s e c u r i t y  among 

tenants, p a r t i c u l a r l y  those who were r e n t i n g  from 

n o n - r a l a t i v e s . The issue that seemed to c o n s t i t u t e  a 

ma j o r  con c er n to r i c e - f a r m e r s  and s o m e t i m e s  led one 

farmer to d i s t i n g u i s h  h i m s e l f / h e r s e l f  from an o th er
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r i c e -f a rm e r , was the access to credit. All but a few 

r i c e - f a r m e r s  w it h h o l d i n g s  over 40 rai had access to 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  cr edi t while the rest ne e de d to de pe n d  on 

pr i v a t e  m o n e y l e n d e r s  ex cl usi v e ly .  The latter w ho  relied  

on p a r t i c u l a r  m e r c h a n t s  for credit in f e r t i l i z e r  as well 

as in cash saw t h e m s e l v e s  as havi ng  to d e p e n d  on the 

me rch a n ts '  c o n t i n u e d  " b en e v ol en c e"  and w o u l d  always sell 

their  pa d d y to the same m e r c h a n t s  who a d v a n c e d  them with 

fe rti li ze r. W hi le some of the former also n e e d e d  to rely 

on m e r c h a n t s  if the o ff e r r e d  pric es  for their pa d d y were 

lower than the p r ic e s  that the other m e r c h a n t s  were 

of fer ri ng . This at times led those farm ers  wh o did not 

need to form d e p e n d e n t  ties with m e r c h a n t s  to make 

re mar ks  such as, "We can choose to sell our pa dd y to 

w h i c h e v e r  m e r c h a n t  offers us the h igh es t p r i c e  be c a u s e  we 

are not u nde r a n y b o dy ' s  influence, b e ca u s e we are not 

a ny b o dy ' s  s e r v a nt s . " Yet, this too se e m ed  to be a mild 

d i s t i n c t i o n  and on the wh ole  the sh ar per  d i v i d i n g  line 

s eem ed  to exis t more b e t w e e n  r i c e - f a r m e r s  as a gr ou p and 

w a g e - l a b o u r e r s .

Some of the e x p e r i e n c e  of group a ct ion  on the part 

of r i c e - f a r m e r s  in re c e nt  years (which will be dealt  with 

later) may have r e i n f o r c e d  the shared  fe e l i n g  am ong the 

r i c e - f a r m e r s .  Of t e n one h ea rd them a t t r i b u t i n g  the cause 

of the p l i g h t  of r i c e - f a r m e r s  as a gr oup a g a in s t  other 

parties. For instance, the g o v e r n m e n t  was b l a m e d  by many 

for its rice p r e m i u m  p o li c y  w hic h was seen as a ct ing  to 

de pr e s s the p a dd y  pr ice that they got, for its insincerity 

and h a l f - h e a r t e d n e s s  in c a r ry i n g out such p o l i c i e s  as the
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rice p r i ce  g u a r a n t e e  on rice pr ice suppo rt  p r o g r a m m e s  and 

of f i c i a l s  were of ten c r i t i c i z e d  for co rru pt i on .  F i ng er s  were also 

p o i n t e d  to those cl ose r to the v i lla ge  ci rc le  i.e. some 

saw m e r c h a n t s  as tak i ng  a dv a n t a g e  of them at every stage 

of the t r a n s a c t i o n s  - in the form of e x o r b i t a n t  in te re st  

rates on the f e r t i l i z e r  they ad v an c e d  at the b e g i n n i n g  of 

each crop cycle, in the form of l o w e r - t h a n - a v e r a g e  price s  

for their pa d d y at harvest, and some m e r c h a n t s  were 

a cc u se d  of s el l i n g  fake fertilizer.

As reg a r ds  the p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  the big 

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  were set d i s t i n c t l y  apart from the rest 

of the v i l l a g e  i n c l u d i n g  the s mal le r p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  in 

near ly all aspects. . They were seen to have a circle of 

their own and to a s s o c i a t e d  almost  e x c l u s i v e l y  among 

t h e m s e l v e s  and with p e o pl e  ou tsi de  the vill ag e. The

s ma l le r  p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  said that they n ev er joined in 

the d r i n k i n g  or g a m b l i n g  circl es  of the big  farmers as 

they ta lk e d  in va s tl y  d i f f e r e n t  units of cu rre nc y. They 

thus o b s e r v e d  the latter at a distance. They e x p r e s s e d  

their envy of the big farms r e m a r k i n g  that the latter 

c oul d op e r a t e  muc h more c hea ply  than they co ul d  be ca us e  

of their a b i l i t y  to buy in bulk and that they c ou ld sell 

at " l ea d i n g p r ic e s " while small farm er s had to accept 

lower p r ic e s  for their eggs. D e s p i t e  the fact that

m e d i u m  farms deal t d i r e c t l y  wi th  m e r c h a n t s  wh i l e small 

farms ne ed e d to form d e p e n d e n t  ties wi th  all of the big 

farms, they te n d e d  to see th e ms e l v e s  as b e l o n g i n g  to the 

same g rou p of small p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  as d i s t i n c t  from the 

big farms.
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P o l it i c al  A c t i o n

The di s ti n c t  p o s i t i o n s  and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  of the 

var io u s g r o u p i n g s  at times took the form of open 

p o l i t i c a l  actio n or groupin gs.  Most n o ta b l e was the

recen t g ro up actio n of the rice fa rm ers  w h ic h  had

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  e n h a n c e d  th eir s o l id a r it y  with one another. 

Th eparaj rice farm ers  were very prou d of their  a b ili ty  to 

make their voice  he a rd  and they all ag re e d that their 

ab ili ty  to act as a grou p is due very much to the fact 

that they had a nu mb er  of i nc or ru pti ble , "c l e an - h a n d e d "  

leaders, and in p a r t i c u l a r  it is K w a n c h a i  whose,

p e r s e v e r i n g  e f fo r ts  over the years had b een  a po w er f u l  

force b e h i n d  thei r success.

K w a n c h a i  r e t u r n e d  to Theparaj in 1974 at a time when

the r i c e - f a r m e r s  were  e x p e r i e n c i n g  e x t r e m e l y  severe

insect at t ac k s  a ga in s t their rice plants. The 1975

attac k w i p e d  out almos t the entire crop. F a r m e r s  said

that at that time they had no idea what the cause was.

It was d u r i n g  these year s also that K w a n c h a i  trie d to

r e - e s t a b l i s h  the Farmers' Gr oup  in The par aj.  Wi th  his

own mo ne y  he r e d e e m e d  the defunc t Grou p from its debt so

that it could r e g i s t e r  once again. The G r o u p  re v i v e d  its

e x i s t e n c e  w it h 130 m e m b e r s  at the initial stage. It was

on be h a l f  of this Farmers' Gr ou p that Kw a nc h a i  co n t ac te d

the v a r io u s  a ge nc i es  and ma n a g e d  to b o r r o w  pe s t i c i d e

spr ay e rs  for the vi llage. However, t hes e efforts

u n f o r t u n a t e l y  fa il ed to save the rice crops. As for the

Farmers' Gr oup  itself, there was not much p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
by me m b e r s  at the start. Few turne d up at its mo nt hl y
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m ee ti ng s. The d e s p a i r  and d e s t i t u t i o n  of many

h o u se h o ld s,  g e n e r a t e d  by the recent pest attacks, fu rther 

i nh i b i t e d  the farmers' i n v o l v e m e n t  since they had to fend 

hard for their li v i ng  to pay back the a c c u m u l a t i n g  debt.

It was after these di s a s t r o u s  y ear s that the 

r i c e - f a r m e r s  b e g a n  to turn to the new h i g h - y i e l d i n g  seed 

grain s that also op e n e d  the way to d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g .  

Th ese ye ars also w i t n e s s e d  an incr eas e in the m e m b e r s h i p  

of the Farmers' Gr o u p  from 130 to 230 me mb ers . The

i n c r e a s e d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was m ain ly due to the fact that 

t h r o u g h  the Group, fa rm er s coul d obta in  f e r t i l i z e r s  at 

che ap e r than m a r k e t  pr ic es  from the st at e' s newly 

e s t a b l i s h e d  A g r i c u l t u r a l  M a r k e t i n g  O r g a n i s a t i o n ,  and also 

to the fact that t h r ou g h  the Gr oup they could sell their 

rice at g u a r a n t e e d  prices, a lt h o u g h  the la tt er did not 

pr ov e  very suc ce s sf u l .

The Farmers' Gr ou p be ga n to be e c l i p s e d  by events 

not long a f t e r w a r d s  and by 1981 it was v i r t u a l l y  

n on - e x i s t e n t .  M an y former leaders saw the ca use of this

dec li n e in the v a ri ou s  m e a s u r e s  that the g o v e r n m e n t  later

enacted, eit h er  to su b je c t  the local Farmers' G rou ps  to 

gr ea t er  co ntr ol  by state official s, or to su p e r c e d e  the 

Groups' e s s e n t i a l  f u n c ti on s  by e s t a b l i s h i n g  al t e r n a t i v e  

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  to p e r f o r m  these same fun ct i on s .  The

a m e n d m e n t s  to the C o - o p e r a t i v e  S o c ie t ie s Ac t (Kirsch,

1981: 43-44) were seen as c o n s t i t u t i n g  the state's

att em p t to u n d e r m i n e  local Farmers' G ro u p s  by

r e i n t e g r a t i n g  t he m into d i s t r i c t - l e v e l  a g r i c u l t u r a l

c o - o p e r a t i v e s  and s u b j e c t i n g  them to the cl os er  sc rut in y
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and c o ntr ol of the state. The mea s ur e that had made 

p o s s i b l e  the p u r c h a s e  of f er ti l iz e r  by gr ou ps  of 10 

farmers, from state a ge n c ie s  like the B A A C , was also 

r e g a r d e d  with  s u s p i c i o n  as an atte mpt  by the state to 

d i s i n t e g r a t e  the farmers' g r a ss r oo t s  o r g a n i s a t i o n .

Not only have the r i c e - f a r m e r s  w o r k e d  more as an 

o r g a n i s e d  gr ou p at the local level, from 1973 onwards, 

cooperation am ong  Farmers' Grou ps  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h i n  the 

p r o v i n c e  of C h a c h o e n g s a o  had g re atl y i n c r e a s e d  and their 

s o l i d a r i t y  had been e x p r e s s e d  in the form of o r g a n i s e d  

mass r al l i e s  to air their g r i e v a n c e s  or by s end ing  

farmers' r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  to meet and su bm it  their 

c o m p l a i n t s  to the go ver nm e nt .

The s u c e s s i o n  of open pr o t e s t s  by C h a c h o e n g s a o  

farmers st a r t e d  in 1973. The first mass rally  was led by 

f arm er s in A m p h o e  B a n g n a m p r i e o , who st ag e d it in front of 

the p r o v i n c i a l  t ow n ha ll  a gai nst  the i n e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of 

the g o v e r n m e n t ' s  g u a r a n t e e d  rice pric e in their area. In 

s u b s e q u e n t  years (1974, 1977, 1978, 1981) r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

of the Farmers' Gro u ps  at the p r o v i n c i a l  level were sent 

to the stat e's  A g r i c u l t u r a l  M a r k e t i n g  O r g a n i z a t i o n  and to 

the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s  O ffi ce to p r ot e s t the same problem. 

Thes e p r o t e s t s  se ld om  y i e l d e d  much fr u it f u l result. At 

best a small nu mb e r  of farmers might have  b een  able to 

sell th eir rice at the pri c es  g u a r a n t e e d  by the 

g o v e rn m e nt .  U s u a l l y  the Prime M i n i s t e r  or the D i r ec t o r  

of the A g r i c u l t u r a l  M a r k e t i n g  O r g a n i s a t i o n  w o u l d  pr o mp t l y  

issue a d i r e c t i v e  to their local of f i c i a l s  to put the 

me a s u r e  into i m m e di a te  i m p l e m e n ta t i on ,  but the overall
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effe ct was ne ver w i d e s p r e a d  nor l o n g l as t i ng . The

d i s i l l u s i o n e d  farm ers  co in e d a p hr ase  "b a ng i n g the bowl 

to pl ea s e  the dog" (signifying the em pty p r o m i s e  of 

n o n - e x i s t a n t  food in the bowl) to d e s c r i b e  the 

g o v e r n m e n t ' s  s u p e r f i c i a l  and h a l f - h e a r t e d  at te mp t s to 

al l e v i a t e  their pro bl ems .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  one sp ec if ic p r ot e s t did p r o d u c e  the 

r e q u i r e d  resu lt with w hi ch the farmers are p a r t i c u l a r l y  

pleased, b e c a u s e  they also m a n a g e d  to out w it  officials. 

This took p la ce in 1 979 -80  when the then M i n i s t e r  of 

A g r i c u l t u r e  r e d u c e d  the amount  of f e r t i l i z e r  that the 

A g r i c u l t u r a l  M a r k e t i n g  O r g a n i s a t i o n  m igh t sell to each 

far mi n g h o u s e h o l d  from 50 kg to 20 kg. This ou t ra g e d  

farmers in areas like Theparaj w he re the h i g h - y i e l d i n g  

rice v a r i e t i e s  c ons um e a great deal of ferti liz er . The 

farme rs say that it was s e ns e l es s for the M i n i s t r y  to 

apply one u n i f o r m  rate to the whole of the country. On 

h e a r i n g  about the new policy, one farmer leader from 

Th eparaj, who is seen by the v i l la g e rs  as a very shrewd 

and astut e person, w en t on his own init ia tiv e, to g e th e r  

with a few fr ie nds  to the L and  R e fo r m Of fi c e to voice his 

o b j e c t i o n  and to find out more about the de t a i l s  of the 

order. (At that time fe r ti l i z e r  had to be p u r c h a s e d  

t h r o ug h  the L an d R e f o r m  O ff ice  and not d i r e c t l y  from the 

A g r i c u l t u r a l  M a r k e t i n g  O r g a n i s a t i o n  as before.) The

leader m a n a g e d  to p h o t o c o p y  secr etl y the d o c u m e n t  signed  

by the M i n i s t e r  a p p r o v i n g  the new m e a s u r e  w hic h was 

ea rli er  shown to him.
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T her e fo l lo w e d  a series of m e e t i n g s  among

p r o v i n c i a l - l e v e l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the Farmers' Group

wh i c h  e v e n t u a l l y  r e s u l t e d  in a d e c is i o n to h old  a mass

d e m o n s t r a t i o n  at the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s  Of fi c e in Bangkok.

On that o c c a s i o n  ne ar l y  2,000 farmers from all over 
C h a c h o e n g s a o  and from c er tai n parts of the a d ja c e nt  

S a m u t p r a k a r n  p r o v i n c e  pa r t ic i p a t e d .  A gr o u p  of farmers' 

leaders were sent in to meet the M i n i s t e r  of A g r i c u lt u r e,  

a c c o m p a n i e d  by a C h a c h o e n g s a o  MP who a w a i t e d  them there. 

At their e n c o u n t e r  the M i n i s t e r  cla i me d  that he had no 

k n o w l e d g e  of the p a r t i c u l a r  di r ec t i ve  so he was p r e s e n t e d  

with the p h o t o c o p i e d  d oc u m en t  that bore his signature. 

The M i n i s t e r  e v e n t u a l l y  gave in and was p r e s s e d  by the 

farmers to sign, there and then, a n ot h e r d i r e c t i v e  to 

o ve r ru l e  the forme r one and r e s t o r e d  the p r e v i o u s  rate of 

50 k g / rai of f e r t i l i z e r  per family.

The o r g a n i s a t i o n  of this mass rally was by no means 

wi t h o u t  p r o b l e m s  and several par ti e s did in t e r v e n e  to try 

and stop it from ta ki n g place. F ir st of all, the 

i n c u mb e n t p r e s i d e n t  of the p r o v i n c i a l - l e v e l  Farmers' 

Group, who was seen to be more on the side of the 

o ff i c i a l s  than the farmers, re fu s e d to p a r t i c i p a t e .  Then 

w hen  an o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g  was b ei ng held among the 

farmer  leaders, an MP tu rn ed up to d i s s u a d e  them from 

going on. A n o t h e r  MP also sent along a m e s s a g e  to say 

that e v e r y t h i n g  p o s s i b l e  was b ei ng  c a r r ie d  out to corre ct  

the si t u a t i o n  and there was no n e e d for the 

de mo n s t r a t i o n .  As a result, a number of l ead er s began to
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wa ve r  but the ha rd core leaders seeme d to have won the 

a rg u m e n t  to p r o c e e d  with the mass rally.

The most recen t d e m o n s t r a t i o n  s t a g e d  by the 

C h a c h o e n g s a o  fa rme rs  in w hic h Th eparaj v i l l a g e r s  again 

p a r t i c i p a t e d  was in O ct o b er  1981. M ore  than 1,500

fa rmers r a l l i e d  in front of the p r o v i n c i a l  town hall to 

ask the g o v e r n m e n t  to put its g u a r a n t e e d  rice price 

p o l i cy  into i m m e d i a t e  p r a c t i c e  (the N a t i o n  R e v i e w ,

16/ 10 / 1 98 1 ) . Their  g r i e v a n c e s  this time we r e p e c u l i a r  to 

the C h a c h o e n g s a o  area wh ere  d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  is practis ed,  

in that t hei r m a i n - s e a s o n  rice crops are h a r v e s t e d  

e a r l ie r  than other r e g io n s  so as to be able to squeeze  

the se co nd  crop in b e fo r e  the sea wate r en te r s  the canals 

and turns the w at e r  b r a c k i s h  and u n s u i t a b l e  for the rice 

plant. B e c a u s e  the h ar v e st  is in the m i d d l e  of the rainy

season, the h a r v e s t e d  grai ns  are wet and fetch very low

pr ic e s in the market. It means that the f ar mer s have to 

sell th eir  p ad d y  at a loss (Riew T h a i , 2 0/ 1 0/ 19 8 1) .  The 

p r i c es  that the f ar mer s were g e t ti ng  w ere  furth er

d e p r e s s e d  w he n fa rm er s c o m p e t e d  among  t h e m s e l v e s  to 

di sp o s e of their wet p a dd y at the s oon es t p o s s i b l e  time 

be fo r e  more dama ge  o c c u r r e d  thr ou g h ro t t i n g  or sprouting. 

This e ar ly h a r v e s t i n g  me a n t that the area wo u l d  not 

b e n e f i t  from the g o v e r n m e n t ' s  g u a r a n t e e d - p r i c e  p oli cy  

w hic h was set to be i m p l e m e n t e d  2-3 mo nt h s  af te rw ard s.

The first d e m o n s t r a t i o n  s uc c e e d e d  in g e t t i n g  the 

Rice P o l ic y  C o m m i t t e e  to comply to the farmers' demand, 

by a s s i g n i n g  3 rice mill s in the p r o v i n c e  to p ur c h as e
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p add y from the farmers at special g u a r a n t e e d  p ri ces  for 

wet r i c e .

H owe ve r,  be fo re  the m ont h ended, the fa rm er s were 

out p r o t e s t i n g  once again and this time ag ai n s t the 

m a l p r a c t i c e s  of the rice mills concerned. F a r m e r s  say 

that the mills i n s i s t e d  on g iv ing  the g u a r a n t e e d  price 

only to those wi th  dry pa dd y (paddy wi t h  14% hu mi di t y  

level). Mo r eo v e r,  the mill s also d e d u c t e d  2 t h a n g 1s 

wo rt h  of pa dd y per kw i a n as impurities. But by the time 

the g o v e r n m e n t  got the rice mills to co m p ly  to the 

or ig i na l  con tract, the farme rs  had only two days left in 

w hi c h  to sell their paddy. The time limit and the

u n n e c e s s a r i l y  c o m p l i c a t e d  p r o c e d u r e  i n h i b i t e d  a m a jo r i t y  

of farmers from go ing th ro u g h with the deal. The few who 

did were faced wi th  a few more r i c e - m i 1 1 e r s ' tricks. The 

mi lls l i mi t e d their p u r c h a s e  to only 20 k w ia n per day, 

they i n c r e a s e d  their de d u c t i o n  for i m pur it ie s, some 

c ha r ge d  extra  c o n v e y o r - b e I t  fees (a ch arg e for 

t r a n s p o r t i n g  p a d d y  from a b o a t / t r u c k  into the mill). At 

the same time, the m i l l e r s  were also b r i b i n g  of fi ci a l s  

i n v o l v e d  to o v e r s t a t e  the numbe r of the far m e rs  and the 

amoun t of the p ad d y  sold to them so that they could  claim 

more  m one y from the gove rn men t.

A t t e m p t s  were ag ain made to stop the farm er s from 

st ag i n g the d e m o n s t r a t i o n s .  As soon as the naay amphoe 

(district officer) got wi nd  of the news, he p r o mp t l y  

i ssu ed  a s t a t e m e n t  w hi ch was d i s t r i b u t e d  all over the 

amph oe BanPho. His m e s s a g e  was that the a u t h o r i t i e s  had 

be en i n fo r m e d of the farmers' p l ig ht  and had alread y
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p r o c e e d e d  to c o r re c t  the si t ua t i on  so there was no need 

for the "b r o th e r s and si sters" to d e m o n s t r a t e .  The

c o m m u n i s t  t hre at was also in vok ed  and a scare tactic used 

to d i s c o u r a g e  the fa rm er s from joini ng in the rally. To 

qu ote  one of the p a s s a g e s  in full:

We have r e c e i v e d  i n t e l l i g e n c e  re po rt s that the other 
side have c h a n g e d  their tact ics  and are now active  
in the cities. Th eir  line is to use v a r i o u s  ralli es  
in or d e r to create a cu rre nt  of p e o p l e ' s  war 
e ve r y w h e r e .  One m e t h o d  is to shoot at d e m o n s t r a t o r s  
and b lam e o f f i c i a l s  in order to cr ea te  anger 
d i r e c t e d  a g ai n st  the state's o f f i ci a l s and ca usi ng  
us to shed b l o o d  am o ng s t  ourselv es.  W h e n  we are 
w e a k  they will be able to deal with us more easily  
and e v e n t u a l l y  to seize power. This  m ak es us
e x t r e m e l y  c o n c e r n e d  for the safet y of the fr ate rn al  
f a r m er s  who join the d e m o n s t ra t i on . (A m p h o e  Ban tho 
A n n o u n c e m e n t , 14/10/1981.)

We can ga uge from the series of d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  and 

p e t i t i o n s  that the Th eparaj farmers had m o s t l y  di r e c t e d  

their p r o t e s t s  ag ai n s t  the g o v e r n m e n t  e.g. aga i n st  its 

rice pr ic e  policy, f e r t i l i z e r  po l ic y  and the delay and 

h a l f - h e a r t e d n e s s  to carry out the polic ies . At rallies, 

they also took turns to speak out ag a i n s t  the s o a ri n g

pr ic e s  of all the other co mm odi t i es ,  i n c l u d i n g  pr i c es  of

a g r i c u l t u r a l  inputs like fertiliz er , fuel, i n s e c t i c i d e  

that is, all ex ce p t  the pric e of paddy. The farmers

a t t a c k e d  the u n n e c e s s a r i l y  c o m p l i c a t e d  and high ly

b u r e a u c r a t i c  p r o c e d u r e s  that they had to go th ro u g h in 

order  to sell a m e a g e r  amou nt  of paddy. They  a t ta c k e d  

their M P 's for not b e i n g  real r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the 

pe op l e  and for d i s a p p e a r i n g  c o m p l e t e l y  once elected.

They a t t a c k e d  the g o v e r n m e n t  as b e i n g  under the 

mer ch a n ts '  i n f l u e n c e  and a t t a c k e d  o f f i c i a l s  for
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c o l l a b o r a t i n g  wit h m e r c h a n t s  and c a p i t a l i s t s  to enrich 

th ems e l ve s .  They a t t a c k e d  the rice p r e m i u m  p o li c y  as 

be i n g  a factor d e p r e s s i n g  the paddy  price. They a t ta c k ed  

the r i c e - m i l l s  for ta ki n g  e ve ry p o s s i b l e  a d v a n t a g e  of 

them. Hence, u n li k e  their  c o u n t e r p a r t s  in the North 

w her e the p r o b l e m  of high rent is p e r t i n e n t  (Anan, 1983: 

2-24), in areas like Theparaj the farmers were not so 

much ag a in s t  the l a n d o w n i n g  class and the rent issue as 

ag a i n s t  the g o v e r n m e n t  and m e r c h a n t s / m o n e y l e n d e r s  on such 

issues as the rice price, rice tax p o l i ci e s , the high 

costs of a g r i c u l t u r a l  inputs and the high cost of living.

J u d g i n g  from the fr e q ue n c y and the degree of 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in these prot est s,  the r i c e - f a r m e r s -  

o w n e r - o p e r a t o r s  as well as t ena nts  can be said to be 

be tt e r  o r g a n i s e d  p o l i t i c a l l y  than other gr o u ps  in the

local comm uni ty . In Theparaj there were a numbe r of 

r i c e - f a r m e r s  who p r o v e d  t h em se l ve s  to be very sh re wd  and

ca pab le  leaders. N e a r l y  all of them were m i d d l e  and well

to do farmers, in their 30s or 40s, who u s u a l l y  had 

h i g h er  e d u c a t i o n  or t r a v e l l e d  more w i d e l y  than the 

a ve r a ge  villa ge r.  A l t h o u g h  the o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  legwork 

was la rge ly  c o v e r e d  by Kwa nchai, the other leaders, too, 

p l a y e d  a h i gh l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  role in r a l l y i n g  fellow

farmers to s u p p or t  the pr ot ests. Some tu r n e d  out to be 

more  r e so l u t e  and s t r o n g - h e a d e d  than K w a n c h a i  himself. 

Some were e l e c t e d  h e a d m e n  of their vi l la g e s  and they were 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  p r o u d  of their i n t e g r i t y  and

i n c o r r u p t i b i l i t y .  They saw t h em s e l v e s  as "h e a d m e n  of the
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pe opl e" , to be c o n t r a s t e d  wi th  those h e a d m e n  who were 

just an "arm of the bu r e a u c r a c y " .

An d am o n g the le aders in the villa ge , who was 

c l o s el y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  the r i c e - f a r m i n g  co mm u n it y ,  was a 

te a c h e r  who had been s e tt l ed  in the v i l l a g e  for 40 years. 

Un li k e the h e a d t e a c h e r  who was seen, and h i m s e l f  acted as 

an offic ia l, and u n li k e  the other t e a c h e r s  who  s ta yed  

al oof  from local affairs, this teacher, w h o s e  wife was a 

local w a g e - l a b o u r e r ,  had been an active p a r t i c i p a n t  both 

in the c o m m u n i t y  and in the r ic e - fa rme rs ' a c ti v i ti e s . He 

f ol l o w e d  very c l o se ly  all the p o l i t i c a l  g oi ngs  on at the 

n a t i o n a l  level and his store of k n o w l e d g e  was w i d e n e d  by

the am o u nt  of t r a v e l l i n g  he had done. The in f o r m a t i o n

that he learnt, e.g. about the M P s ' cor r u pt  b a c k g ro u n ds ,  

ab out  o f f i c i a l  co rr up t i on , about f o r e i g n  e d u c a t i o n  

sy ste ms  etc., of te n got r e l a t e d  to the ot he r villagers'  

inside d r i n k i n g  circles. F u rt h e rm or e , he was also an 

o u t s p o k e n  man. He da re d  to c r i t ic i s e a p r o v i n c i a l

w e l f a r e  of f i c e r  at a m e e t i n g  of the N a t i o n a l  D ef e n ce  

V o l u n t e e r s  for not c a r in g  about poor p e o p l e  and their 

chi ldren. He i n f u r i a t e d  the d e p u t y - g o v e r n o r  at a Rural 

W or k  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  scheme m e e t i n g  when he c r i t i c i s e d  the 

u n i f o r m  p o l i cy  b e i n g  a p p l i e d  t h r o u g h o u t  the pro v i nc e  

r e g a r d l e s s  of the d i f f e r e n t  local c o n d i t i on s .  To the 

v i l l a g e r s  he is "one of us" and not "one of them".

As re g a r d s  the ot her grou ps  in the v i lla ge , the poor 

r i c e - f a r m e r s  te n d e d  not to join in w it h  the p r o t e s t

a c t i vi t i es .  They were u s ua ll y  too bu sy  u n d e r t a k i n g

ha r v e s t  w or k o u ts id e  the area or they did not see their
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in t e r e s t s  to be at stake; the main part of thei r income 

came from wage w or k  and they had only a small q u a n t i t y  of 

pa ddy  to sell. The m a j o r i t y  v i e w e d  t h e m s e l v e s  as

w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  ra th er  than as ri ce -f a r me r s .

A n o t h e r  group of v i l l ag e r s who often ac t ed  in concert 

c on s i st s  of c e r t a i n  f a ct io n s of the l a r g e - s c a l e  

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s . The k a m n a n  faction, w h i c h  was the 

big gest, w o r k e d  cl o s e l y  on mat t e rs  c o n c e r n i n g  their 

b u s i n e s s  interest, e.g. set t i ng  a g u i d e l i n e  p ri ce for 

their eggs, s h ar i n g i n f o r m a t i o n  on di seases, prices, etc. 

They t e nd e d  to meet daily  to disc uss  these pro bl ems .  

However, b e t w e e n  the va r i o u s  fact io ns of th ese  big and 

m e d i u m - t o - b i g  p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s , con f l ic t  s e e m e d  rife. The 

k a m n an  was cle a rl y  at odds with ano t h er  ver y large 

p o u l t r y - f a r m  owner, Liang, who was the p r i n c i p a l  agent of 

the CP C o m p a n y  in the area, and c o n s t a n t l y  c r i t i c i s e d  him 

of the ways  he gr os sl y  e x p l o i t e d  his c l i e nt s  who were 

ow ner s of the s m a l l - s c a l e  p o u l t r y - f a r m s . He also

s u c c e e d e d  in e n t i c i n g  some of the m e d i u m - s i z e d  farms to 

be co m e i n d e p e n d e n t  and to e s t a b l i s h  di re c t co nt a c t  with 

the feed c om pan ie s. This n a t u ra l l y a n ge r e d  his opponent, 

but the k am n a n  said that his rival co u ld  not really do 

a n y t h i n g  about it b e c a u s e  "our faction' is m uch  bigger". 

However, w i t h i n  the k a m n a n 1s own faction, some mem b er s  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  a cte d in d e fi a n c e  of their le a de r  and the 

k a m n an  is said to have been o u t r a g e d  w he n  a few of "his 

men" b ec a m e  hua k h a n a e n  (vote canvassers) for MPs other 

than the one the k a m na n  was supporting.
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On the whole, l ar g e - s c a l e  p ou l tr y  fa rm ers  came into 

little co n ta c t  wi th the rest of the v i l l a g e  members, 

aside from the w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  of their own farms. Th eir 

de al i ng s  and c o n ta c t s were c o n c e n t r a t e d  more wi th  peopl e 

ou ts i de  the local comm uni ty . Once or twice a year they 

were seen to be in vo l v e d  in local c o m m u ni ty  affa irs  when 

they s p o n s o r e d  m aj o r  r e l i gi o u s c e re m o n i e s  at the local 

wats but for the rest of the year they were mostl y  

c o n f i n e d  w it h i n  their own e n c l o s e d  farm com po un d s .  Other 

v i l l a g e r s  i n c l u d i n g  their own po o r e r  k i n s m e n  wo u l d not 

dare even to gr eet them. "They are rich, we po o r  have to 

mix w it h our own kind."

An e x c e p t i o n  to this seem ed to be the k a m n a n  hi ms elf  

who was very w e l l - l i k e d  among the b ro ad s p e c t r u m  of the 

vi ll a ge r s . Even his rivals who ran a g a in st  him for the 

k a m n an  o ff ice  a c c e p t e d  that he, too, was a good kamn an  

and they t h e m s e l v e s  w o u l d  not have been able to do as 

well as he did. The r i c e - f a r m e r s  said that he was a good 

k a m n a n , who a lw ays  acted for the common good  of the whole  

communi ty,  that he was gen e ro u s  and did not op pr es s  the 

v il la ge rs.  He mi g h t a ct i ve l y  support c a n d i d a t e s  of his 

own choice or e x e r c i s e d  his i nf lue nc e to get the m el e ct e d  

at local ele cti o ns ,  he h i m se l f  m ig ht have b o u g h t  the 

votes that won hi m the ka m n a n  post, but he also re n d e r e d  

his a s s i s t a n c e  and h e l p e d  w ith  the e x p e n s e s  of the 

farmers' a c ti v it i e s,  i n c l u d i n g  at d e m o n s t r a t i o n s .  Poor 

p e o pl e  t h ou g h t hi g h l y  of him be c au s e  he al w ay s  p a s s e d  the 

w o r d  on to the m to go and get their share of the
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g o v e r n m e n t ' s  cheap rice b ef o r e  stocks ran out, bec a us e  he 

always g r e e t e d  them and was not aloof.

As r e g ar d s  the mas s e s of the w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  in the 

village, they s ee m e d  to be a di ver se  group. They  were 

e ng a ge d  in a wi de v a r i e t y  of occ u p at i o ns .  The m aj o ri t y  

were e m p l o y e d  in the rice fields but some of their 

me m b e r s  m i gh t also be s u p p l e m e n t i n g  t hei r families' 

income with fishing, weav in g, petty t r a d i n g  or other 

types of wage work. A numbe r of the w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  were 

hi red  by the large and m e d i u m - s i z e d  p o u l t r y - f a r m s , some 

on a re g u l a r  basis, some not. The latter we re  largely 

c o m p o s e d  of c a r p e n t e r s  who were hi re d on a d ail y basis 

wh en there was re pa i r  or b u i l d i n g  w ork  to be done at 

p o u l t r y - f a r m s  of all sizes. The d i v e r s i f i e d  nature  of 

w or k  s o m e t i m e s  r e s u l t e d  in a d iv e r s i t y  of e x p e r i e n c e s  and 

p e r c e p t i o n s .  Often, c o m p e t i t i o n  and c o n t e n t i o n  reign 

among  them wh en  choice  jobs were on offer.

The C h a n g i n g  P a t r o n a g e  R e l a t i o n s

A l t h o u g h  the p r o p e r t y  r el a t io n s  that p r e v a i l e d  in 

Th eparaj vi l l a g e  s oci et y in 1981-82 were c o m p l e x  and by 

no m ea ns cle ar- cu t,  and many ho u s e h o l d s  c ou ld  be seen to 

occu py d i v e r s e  p o s i t i o n s  as re gards their re l a t i o n s  to 

the me an s of pr o du c t i o n ,  such r e l a ti o n s w e r e b e co m i n g  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  in d e f i n i n g  the r e l a t i o n s h i p s  that 

one h o u s e h o l d  had w i th  another. The gro w i ng

i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of rice farmers, the a d o p t i o n  of the 

hi gh l y c a p i t a l i s e d  a g r i - b u s i n e s s  of p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  and 

the i n c r e a s i n g  impact that the state had on the
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villag ers ' p r o d u c t i o n  also r e s u l t e d  in c e rt a i n  c han ges  in 

the r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  the local elite and the masses, in 

that they had s i g n i f i c a n t l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  tow a r ds  the 

g ro w i n g  d e p e r s o n a l i z a t i o n  of p a t r o n - c l i e n t  re la tio ns.

C a p i t a l i z e d  re l a t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n  f a c i l i t a t e d  a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e  m e c h a n i z a t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  labour. By 

1981-82, labour was h i r e d  on a c o n t r a c t u a l  basis. The 

labour e x c h a n g e  system, wh i c h  was long p r a c t i s e d  among 

r ic e -f a r m e r s ,  v i r t u a l l y  d i s a p p e a r d  after the i n t r o d u c t i o n  

of d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g ,  e xce pt in the small task of 

b r o a d c a s t i n g .  One has seen that r i c e - f a r m e r s  were trying 

to u ti l i ze  ca pi ta l when and where  p o s s i b l e  to replace  

what they saw as a d i f f i c u l t  and e x p e ns i ve  w o r k f o r c e  with 

m a c hi n e r y.  At the same time, w a g e - l a b o u r i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  

are f i nd i n g t h e m s e l v e s  ha v i ng  to pay rent for the land on 

w h i c h  their ho u s es  are b uil t for the first time. Amon g  

the p r o d u c e r s  th em s e lv e s , vi tal r e s ou r c es  of p r o d u c t i o n  

were no longer v e s t e d  in the local c o m m u n i t y  but were 

l oca te d f a r th e r  away from the village. The i n c r e a s i n g l y  

i mp o r t a n t  d e t e r m i n a n t  of success in m o d e r n  f ar m i ng  was a 

h o u s e h o l d ' s  access to credi t and for this p r o d u c e r s  

e it he r t u r n e d  to co m m e r c i a l  banks, state credit 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  a nd/ or  me rc ha nts , while local p a t r o n s  could 

now he lp  out only wi th  small sums of mo n e y or rice at 

o c c a s i o n a l  i n t e r va ls  and often this was not for the 

pu r p o s e  of p r o d u c t i o n  but of c o ns ump ti on.  And wh il e  the 

re ce n t tr en d  was for more land to come under the 

o w n e r s h i p  of local v i l l a g e r s  vis a vis a bs ent ee  

landowne rs,  it has also bee n the case that a lot of local
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l a n do w n er s  p r o v e d  to be muc h more st r i n g e n t  than the

latter and many were e xt r e m e l y  r e l u c t a n t  to rent out

their land, p r e f e r r i n g  i ns t e ad  to c u l t i v a t e  the land

t h e m s e l v e s  with the help of h ir ed  labour. A d d e d  to this, 

the i n c r e a s i n g  role of the state in m a k i n g  ava il a b le

credit, m a r k e t i n g  and other a g r i c u l t u r a l  se rvices

r e s u l t e d  in a large nu m b er  of farmers b e c o m i n g  direct 

cl ien ts  of the state w ith  no need for any i n t e r m e d i a t i o n  

of patro ns . Now, fu l l- t i me  f u n c t i o n a r i e s  are o v e r s e e i n g  

the va r i o u s  ba si c social w el f a r e  and a g r i c u l t u r a l

i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o g r a m m e s  and thus, these a s p e c t s  of the 

role of a t r a d i t i o n a l  p a tr o n  has p a s s e d  out of his hands 

almos t co mpl e t el y .

As a c o n se q u en ce ,  some of the poor h o u s e h o l d s  in the 

v i l l ag e  said that they no longer felt they had any

pa trons, and many fel^ that they no l on ger  had the

g u a r a n t e e  of su r v iv a l  they p e r c e i v e d  as h a v i n g  been

a v a i l a b l e  to their parents, that their fight for suviv al  

d e p e n d e d  on thei r e f fo r t s alone. And those who  mi gh t be 

v i e w e d  by some as their p a t ro ns  were often foun d to have 

their b as is of p a t r o n a g e  not in their p e r s o n a l  w e a l t h  but 

ra the r in their access  to outside, p a r t i c u l a r l y  to state 

reso urc es . For instance, in the case of Kwanchai,

pe op l e tu r n e d  to him for help b ec a u se  they r e a l i z e d  that 

he had c on t ac t  w i th  o f f i ci a ls  in the M i n i s t r y  of 

A g r i c u l t u r e  and at the p r o v i n c i a l  level and that he could 

get hold of g ood  seeds, cheap  fertiliz er,  i n sec ti ci de,  

etc., from state agencies. In the case of the k a m n a n , he 

h im s e l f  m ig ht c o n t r i b u t e  his own mone y to v a r i o u s  social
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f u n c ti o ns  but w h en  it came to face to face r e l a t i o n s  with 

p oo r e r v i l l a g e r s  who s o m e t im e s  d e p e n d e d  on his pa tronage, 

he was of te n r e f e r r e d  to in terms of his of fi ci al  

p o s i t i o n  in the state b u r e a u c r a c y  for the acces s he 

p r o v i d e d  to the st at e' s cheap rice, of his p o w e r  to issue 

them wi th "paupers' cards" to enable them to ob ta in free 

m ed i c a l  services, etc.

Not only did man y of the poo r e r v i l l a g e r s  feel that 

the 1981- 82 s oc i et y  was one of "every man to himself", 

but in g e ner al the logic of cost cal cu la ti o n , of "profit 

and losses" s ee m e d  to have be co me  in he re n t  in so many 

spheres of the villager s' activit ie s. W h e n  a family

holds a socia l function, be it a wedding, an o r d i n a t i o n  

of its son into m on kho od,  or a funeral, it c ou ld expect 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  from those invited. D e sp i te  the fact that

"to c o n tr i b ut e "  at such fu n ct io n s is t e r m e d  "to help"

(chuay n g a a n ) , at the end of the day the fami ly wo ul d  

ca r e f u l l y  w o r k  out w h e t h e r  it has made a p r o f i t  (k a m r a i ), 

a loss (k h a a d t h u n ) , or a b r e a k - e v e n  (samoe t u a ) . 

F a m i l i e s  that h ad  no cause to stage the so ci al  functions, 

e.g. ch i l d l e s s  couples, were  said to k h a a d t h u n , as they 

had been p a y i n g  out mo ne y  in c o n t r i b u t i o n s  wi th ou t  

r e c e i v i n g  any in return. Some ch i l d l e s s  co up l e s  thus 

mi g h t  go ah ea d and sp on so r an o r d i n a t i o n  of other

pe op l e ' s  sons, not m e r e l y  to gather  more m e r i t s  but also 

to " r et r i ev e  the cap i ta l  p r e v i o u s l y  in ve st e d " (keb thun 

kh uen  = to c o l l e c t  back c a p i t a l ) . It was said also that 

if a famil y h eld  seve ra l c e l e b r at i o ns  al ready, their 

future f u n c t i o n s  wo u l d  not be a t t en de d  by so ma n y  people
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even if invited, or it wo u ld  not be get t in g large 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  b e c a u s e  peo p le  w o ul d reas on  that they had 

"helped" e nou gh  a lre ad y in the p re v i ou s  functio ns.

As a r esu lt of such a m a r k e t - o r i e n t e d  logic, 

in vi t a t i o n s  mi gh t be sent out to wea l t hy  fr ie nds  but not 

to poor kinsmen. Whe n invited, the p o o r e r  h o u se h o ld s

tend ed not to c o n t r i b u t e  in money but in labour. If an

o cc a si o n  arose when the poor were re q ui r e d  to c o n t r ib ut e  

in money, e.g. wh en  they did not wish to lose their whole 

day's wage wo rk  or w hen  they were very c l o se ly  r e la t e d to 

the host family, a n t o g o n i s m  to the po in t of the sev ering 

of r e l a t i o n s h i p s  s om e t im e s  ensu ed when the host e x pre sse s

h i s / he r  d i s p l e a s u r e  at the m e a g e r  a mo unt  of

c on t r i b u t i o n s .  An in stance of this was w he n  a niece came 

to pay re s pe c t  (w a a y ) to her elde rly  aunt at her w ed d i n g  

with an offer of a piece of cloth, flowers, candles, 

incense sticks. Her aunt rab waay (received the w a a y ) by 

gi vin g the couple 20 baht, she bein g one of the most 

d e s t it u t e in the village. Not long a f t e rw ar d s she heard 

that the host family was saying that her c o n t r i b u t i o n  was 

not w o r t h  the cost of the m at e r ia l  that was p r e s e n t e d  to 

her (rab w aa y mai k h um  khaa p h a a ) . The aunt r e t u r n e d  the 

m at e r ia l  and br oke off her ties with her rel ati ves .

A l t h o u g h  v il l a g e r s  of Theparaj were d e f i n i n g  their 

r el a t io n s  with one an ot he r i n c r e as i ng l y  in terms of their 

pogition in the ex i st i n g  p r op e r ty  r e l a ti on s  scheme, it 

cannot be f o r g o t t e n  that other types of social r el at io ns  

also e x i s t e d  wh i c h  cr eat ed  their own lines of d i vi s i on s  

among the vi l la g e rs .  On other issues and at other times.
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pe op l e  mi g ht  de f i ne  t h e m s e l v e s  as m e m b e r s  of the same 

village, the same rel igion, the same fa c ti o n  or kingroup. 

In rece nt years, forces from  o ut sid e the v i l l a g e  soci et y  

also p l a y e d  an im p o r t a n t  role in the at te m p t s  to win over 

the vill age rs ' sup p or t  and loyalty.

Mo st con cre t el y ,  this us u al l y  takes the form of the 

st ate 's  a t te m p t to p r o m o t e  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  the citizens' 

loyal ty to the "Nation, Rel igion, King" and to count er  

what it sees as th r ea ts  to these i n s t i tu t i on s ;  and the 

th rea ts  i ncl ude  c o m m u n i s m  as well as " i n s t i g a t i o n  of all 

forms of unrest". The two o r g a n i s a t i o n s  wh i c h  have

i nv o l v e d  Thepa ra j v i l l a g e r s  are the V i l l a g e  S cou ts and 

the N a t i o n a l  D e f e n c e  V o l u n t e e r s  (for de t a i l s  see M. 

Muecke, 1980).

At the co m m a n d  of ISOC (the I nt e r na l  S e c ur i t y  

O p e r a t i o n s  Co mm and ),  the first Vi l l a g e  Scouts' t ra i n in g  

in the area was he ld  at a big temple in the ne ar b y  Am ph oe  

M u e a n g  in 1976. V e r y  few peo p le  from Thepa ra j

p a r t i c i p a t e d  e xce pt all the v i ll ag e  h e a d m e n  and a number 

of t e a ch e r s who r e c e i v e d  the order to attend, to ge t he r  

w ith  a few p o u l t r y  farmers. At that m e e t i n g  most

p a r t i c i p a n t s  we re  m e r c h a n t s  in town and t o w n - b a s e d  

youths. V e r y  few r i c e - f a r m e r s  joine d in since it was in 

the m i dd l e  of a se ri ous  insect attack. The t r a i n i n g  

cours e was l a r ge l y  s p o n s o r e d  by w e a l t h y  pe op l e

me rch a nt s ,  bank er s, l a n d o w n e r s  and local p o l i t i c i a n s .  A 

Thep ara j v i l l a g e  h e a d m a n  says that the m e e t i n g  seems to 

him to have b een  very su c c e s s f u l  in s t i r r i n g  up the
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fee li n g of grou p unity be ca u s e he saw a great cjeal of 

tears be in g  shed on the last day befo re they parted. He 

told the story w it h  a m oc k i n g  tone and says also that he 

hi ms e l f r e f u s e d  to join in ce rt ai n a c t i v i t i e s  w hic h he 

r e g a r d e d  as absurd, e.g. re d uc i n g the pa r t i c i p a n t s '  ages 

to 8 years old and o r d e r i n g  them to crawl and weep, etc.

Th ere  was more p a r t i c i p a t i o n  from the local 

v i l l ag e rs  w hen  the N at i o n a l  De fe nce  Vol un t ee rs '  tr ai ni n g  

was held at Wat The paraj itself in 1981. The amphoe 

o ff i c ia l s  then r e q u e s t e d  for "pa tr iot s'"  to come forth 

and s p e c i f i c a l l y  as ked  each v ill ag e hea d m an  to supply at 

least 20 pe o pl e  from his own village. One hu n dr e d  and

e i g h t e e n  pe o p le  c o m p l e t e d  the course of t r a i n i n g  and most 

p a r t i c i p a t e d  at the re qu est  of their h e a d m e n  but some

joine d be c a u s e  of other ult e r io r  mot i v es  like ho pi n g  to 

obtain a p e r m i s s i o n  to carry their guns in the village.

The main o b j e c t i v e  was said to be to train p eop le  to 

de fe n d their own vil lages, and the p r o g r a m m e  was mainl y  

gea re d  to war ds  i ns t r u c t i o n s  and p r ac t i ce  on the use of 

guns and f i g h t i n g  stra te gie s. A numb er  of p a r t i c i p a n t s  

were d e s i g n a t e d  "village p o li c e m e n "  and some b e li e v ed

they had the p o w e r  of arre st in the village.

It is not a l t o g e t h e r  clear how e f f e c t i v e  these 

p r o g r a m m e s  were. To most v il lag er s, the th re a t s cited by 

the a u t h o r i t i e s  seem very remote and the r e m a in i n g  

i m p r e s s i o n  left from the t ra in i ng  course was rather

p r e d o m i n a t e d  by the sense of fun and en j o y a b l e  memories. 

However, it can also be said that these o r g a n i s a t i o n s  had 

been s uc c e s s f u l  to a c ert ain  extent in i n c u l c a t i n g  a
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fee li n g o f  b ei n g  a  group, and an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  with 

one's group. At the Ba n g k o k  B i c e n t e n n i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n  in 

1977 which, i r o n i c a l l y  enough, was also he ld  in all the 

pro vi n ce s ,  it was said that tens of t h o u s a n d s  of defence  

v o l u n t e e r s  tu r ne d  up to join in the march.

Pa tr o n s As P o l i t i c a l  B ro ker s

Mo re i m p o r t a n t  in the v i l la g e 's  po w e r rel a ti on s  

seem ed to be the fact that rural v i l l ag e r s were now being 

inv ol v e d in the dy na mi c s of e l e c t or a l  com pe ti ti o n ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u ri n g  the past decade. On the othe r hand, 

ve rt i c a l  p a t r o n - c 1 ient ties seeme d n e v e r t h e l e s s  to have 

c o n t i n u e d  a lb eit  in an oth er  form and ba s e d  on a di f fe r e nt  

source of p a t ro n ag e .  E le c t i o n s  both at the local and 

n at i on a l  levels not only p r o m o t e d  v e r t i c a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  

from the v i l l a g e  level to n a t i o n a l - l e v e l  po l i t i c a l  

ins ti t ut i o ns , they also p o l i t i c i z e d  a l re a d y p r e - e x i s t i n g  

p e r s o n a l  ties as well as c r e at i n g new ones. In tryin g to 

obta in the votes of the rural masses, p o l i t i c i a n s  tried 

to go about the b u s i n e s s  by sec u r in g  the s upp or t of 

i mp o r ta n t  local p a t r o n s  who were seen to be able to pull 

in the vo tes of their r e s p e c t i v e  clients, and sour ces  of 

p a t r o n a g e  r an g e d  from p r o v i s i o n  of h elp  in times of 

trouble, in d e a l i n g  w ith  of ficials, in s e c u r i n g  public 

funds, to s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  cash pay ments. As co m p e t i t i o n  

at e l e c t i o n s  of all levels became very intense, the role 

of local le ad ers  as hua k h a n a e n , or v o t e - c a n v a s s e r s , had 

b e c o me  m or e pr o mi n e nt ,  w h il e  the clients mi gh t  find their 

p o s i t i o n  s o m e w h a t  e n h a n c e d  as their su p po r t  was sought
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at the polls. The way the local co m mu n i ty  was ex pl i ci tl y  

and i n t e ns e ly  f a c t i o n a l i z e d  in times of ele ct i on s,  the 

ma nn e r  in wh i c h p o l i t i c i a n s  c o n d u c t e d  their p o l i t ic a l  

c am p a ig n s  and the types of c a n di d at es  b e i n g  e le c t e d  can 

reveal c er t ai n  asp e c ts  of e xi st i ng  po wer r e l a t i o n s  and 

the s tr e n g t h  or w e a k n e s s  of the v er t i ca l  ties that link 

pe opl e at the v i l la g e  level to the other levels of the 

p o l i t i c a l  system.

D u r i n g  ge ne ral  e l e c ti o n s the m a j o r i t y  of p o l i t i c i a n s  

a p p e a r e d  in Thep ara j and the n ea rby  ta mb on s  to ca mp ai gn  

in person. They u s u al l y  turne d up at social or re lig i o us  

fun ct i o ns  that were b e i n g  held. A l t h o u g h  this h el ped  

f a m i l i a r i z e  their names with the voters, it was not the 

p r i n c i p a l  tactic adopted. Rather, they t e n d e d  to find it 

far more e f f e c t i v e  to rally votes thr o u gh  b u i l d i n g  up the 

number of l o c a l l y - b a s e d  hua k h a n a e n . The m ost  obvious  

choice they w o u l d  go for wo u l d  be the in c u m b e n t  v ill age  

and ta m bo n  he admen, w e l l - r e s p e c t e d  mem b e rs  of the local 

community, as well as local followi ng s. V o t e - s e e k i n g

p o l i t i c i a n s  w o u l d  offer their hua kh a n a e n  v a r i o u s  rewards  

and incenti ves . A lot of them offeyred the latter lump 

sums of money, part of w hi c h  was to keep and the rest to 

be d i s t r i b u t e d  amon g p o t e n t i a l  suppo rt ers . The other

form that the re war d m igh t take was the p r o s p e c t  of

p a t r o n a g e  or the c o n t i n u a n c e  of e x i s t i n g  p a t ro n a ge .  The 

hua k h a n a e n  mi g h t be able to seek the p o l i t i c i a n s '  help 

wh en they were in trouble. For instance, one MP

c a n d id a t e who was kn own to be a big n a k l e n g  of

C h a c h o e n g s a o  town m a n a g e d  to "save" a local n a k l e n g  who
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shot dead a rival, from impriso nme nt . A pa r t  from these, 

all the hua k h a n a e n  w o u l d  also be i n vi t e d to several 

rounds of feasts wher e they wo u l d also be tr ea te d  

lavis hly  wi th  food, drinks and en t er t a i n m e n t .

D u r i n g  gener al  e l e ct i o n campaigns, mo n ey  was freely 

availabl e. C e r t a i n  MP c a n di d a te s  were n am ed by vil la g er s  

as "Lord S p e n d t h r i f t s "  or jaao bun t hu m be c a u s e  they 

threw their m one y about. The best know n am ong  them was 

Pras it K a r n c h a n a w a t , a v e te r an  c a n d i da te  who was an 

el e c te d  MP for C h a c h o e n g s a o  several times and was Speaker 

of the House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and also he ld  impo rt ant  

cabin et post s in the M i n i s t r i e s  of Ag r i c u l t u r e ,  Comme rce  

and E co n o m i c  A f f a i r s  (P r a c h a c h a r t , 1974: 162, 170, 171).

Be ca u s e pe o p le  a s s o c i a t e d  his ca mp ai g ns  wit h money 

handouts, whe n his hua k ha n a en  c a n v a s s e d  for votes, 

pe op l e held out their hands and asked, "Well, wh ere is 

the 100 baht then?" In the 1978 e le ct i o n  he chose to use 

t ac ti ca l v o t i n g  and 50 baht was ha n de d  out to each of his 

s u p po r t e rs  b ef o r e  they went to the poll and a no the r 50 

baht was ha n d e d  out only when it had been c o n f i r m e d  that 

the s up p o r t e r  cast a single vote e x c l u s i v e l y  for him

rath er than vote for the other two c an d i d a t e s  at the same

time (a s y s t e m  w h e r e b y  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  e le ct several 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  is u su al l y u s e d ) . As for his hua

k h a n a e n , they too were p r o m i s e d  100 baht for each vote 

cast t a c t i c a l l y  in this manner. Prasit al wa y s  la unched a 

s ys t e m a t i c  c a m p a i g n  to re cr ui t the hua k h a n a e n  th em se lv e s  

and p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  was paid to areas where his

vo tin g s upp ort  was th ou ght  to be weak. Once this was
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di sc ov ere d, his men were pr o m p t l y  d e s p a t c h e d  to recruit  

more hua k h a n a e n . A vi lla ge  headman, an obvious

p o t e n t i a l  hua k h a n a e n , was a p p r o a c h e d  by P r a s i t 1s men who 

vi s i t e d  his house sever al times. When he r e p e at e d ly  

declined, as he was alr e a dy  su p p o r t i n g  a local c a ndi dat e  

of the P h a l a n g  Mai Party, Pras it invited him r ou nd to his 

house. Whe n there, the first qu e s t i o n s  he was asked by 

the "Lord S p e n d t h r i f t "  were: "How many v i l l a g e r s  are

there in your v il l a ge  and how much mo ney w ou l d  you like?" 

Pr asi t also told him, "Do take the mo ney  to hire your

v i l l a g e r s  to vote for me". W hil e at P r a s i t 1s place, the

he a d m a n  also saw P ras it ' s hua k h a na e n  r e p o r t i n g  their

p r o g r e s s  into tape recorder s,  wh ich  made him rea l is e  how 

we 1 1 - o r g a n i s e d  the rich man's cam pa i gn s  were.

V i l l a g e r s  g e n e r a l l y  view this style of c a m p a i g n i n g  

w ith  money  ha n d o u t s  in a cynical light. In t er e s ti n g ly ,  

they saw the m on ey b ein g ha nd e d  out at e l e c t i o n s  as the 

ca ndidates' own "inv est me nt" . To qu ote them, "the

p o l i t i c i a n s  have in v es t e d a lot of m o ne y  in the 

campaig ns,  so once e l e c t e d  they wo ul d try and re c ov e r  the 

money ." "The p o l i t i c i a n s  treat el e c ti o n s simply  as a

means of p r o m o t i n g  their own livelihood, they are not 

reall y c o n c e r n e d  with doing things for the b e n e f i t  of the 

count ry or a n y t h i n g  like that and once e l e c t e d  they will 

not appe ar  in the area again until the next el ec ti on. " 

As mo ne y had be co me  one of the most i m p o r t a n t  means of 

ga in i n g votes, one failed  local MP ca n d i d a t e  could not 

help but c om p l a i n  bit terly, "If you tied mo ne y  to the 

tail of a dog, it wo u l d get elected."
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However, a c c o r d i n g  to Theparaj people, the p a tte rn  

of vo tin g for mo n e y  had some wh at chan ged  over the years. 

In the former days, pe op l e  said that 99% of the vi l l ag e r s  

w ou l d "hone st ly " vote for all three as e n t i t l e d  and not 

cast an ex c l u s i v e  vote for the one ca ndi d a te  as they are 

s om e t im e s  as ked  to. This mi gh t have been the factor that 

led p o l i t i c i a n s  like Prasit to devise a way to force his 

s up p o r t e r s  to cast their votes for him ex cl us i v el y .

As m e n t i o n e d  above, i n cen ti ve s o f f e r r e d  to the 

v i l l a g e r s  at e l e c t i on s  did not n e c e s s a r i l y  take the form 

of money h a n d o u t s  only. One p r e v i o u s l y  unknown,

l as t - m i n u t e  ca n d i d a t e  won the votes of n ear ly  all

Theparaj voter s on one oc c a si o n  be c au se  he p r o m i s e d  and

m a n a g e d  to br i n g e l e c t r i c i t y  into the v i l l a g e s  on the eve 

of p o l l i n g  day.

However, the v i l l a ge r s  th em se lv e s had their own 

choice of c an did at es . There was in 1981-82, one

p o l i t i c i a n  who was w e l l - l i k e d  and wh o m the v i l l a g e r s  said 

wo ul d  alway s be elected, despi te  the fact that he did not

give the m m one y h a n d o u t s  du ri ng  the camp ai gns . He was

d e s c r i b e d  as a good man who was never too p r o u d  to accept 

all the in vi tat io n s,  no m att er wh e t h e r  they came from the 

rich or the poor. He w ou l d  con tr i bu t e  g e n e r o u s l y  towards 

the costs of the functions. And, like other candidates, 

he also spent a great deal of money on f e a s t i n g  his hua 

kha na e n and su pp o r t e r s  du ri ng  campaigns. But to the 

vi l l a g e r s  he was a co n s i s t e n t  person. The rice farmers 

were very i m p r e s s e d  when he met them and t rie d to arrange
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for them to see the M i n i s t e r s  c o n ce r ne d  when the farmers 

s ta g e d a d e m o n s t r a t i o n  in Bangkok.

W h e t h e r  they were " s p e n dt h r if t  lords" or not, the 

C h a c h o e n g s a o  c a n d i d a t e s  for P a r l i a m e n t  w er e us ual ly

loc al l y -b o r n,  w e a l t h y  p eop le with b u s i n e s s  b ac k g ro u n d s.  

Prasit, the bi g "lord s p en d t hri ft" , had shares in

nu me r o us  l a r g e - s c a l e  b u s i n e s s e s  r a n g i n g  from

ri ce - mi  1 1 i n g , ri c e - e x p o r t i n g ,  finance and banking. Of 

note were his shares and a post of deputy c h a i r m a n  on the 

B an g ko k  Ba nk ' s  B o a r d  of Di r e c t o r s  (Krirkiat, 1982: 206;

Hewison, 1981: 399). Obher  ca nd i d at e s  were kn ow n to be

o p e r a t i n g  such b u s i n e s s e s  as r i c e - m i 1 1 i n g , saw-mill in g,  

financ e c o m p a n i e s  and even illegal ti mb e r t r a d i n g  and 

g a m b l i n g  houses. The vi l l a g e r s  co uld ob s er v e  for

t h e m s e l v e s  how the p e o pl e  they ele ct e d as MPs we re  using 

their p o s i t i o n  to fu rth er  their own p e r s o n a l  gains. 

People  saw that P r a s i t ' s  r ic e - mi l l  in the n e ar b y amphoe 

was u su a l l y  able to clinch various deals wit h the 

go ver n m en t .  They  also knew that an MP they often 

s u p p o r t e d  had be co m e  very w e al t h y from his trade in 

illegal ti mb er  and that he got away wi th  it b e c a u s e  he 

had good c o n n e c t i o n s  wi th  h i g h - r a n k i n g  officials,  

i nc l u d i n g  the police.

S i m i la r  st or ies  were also e ch oed  as r e g a r d s  me mbers 

of the P r o v i n c i a l  Cou ncil. E l e ct i o ns  at this level too 

w ere  fie r c el y c o n t e s t e d  and a lot of mo n ey  was spent by 

the m a j o r i t y  of p o l i t i c i a n s  to "buy" votes. Similarly, 

those e l e c t e d  were u s ua l ly  from local w e a l t h y  bus in e ss  

families. Once elected, their e c on o m i c  p o s i t i o n  was
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f urt he r ent re n ch ed .  It was said that a m e m b e r  of the 

P r o v i n c i a l  C o u n c i l  tried to win the va ri ou s c o n t ra c ts  for 

pu bli c p r o j e c t s  for his own men. And c o n s t r u c t i o n  works 

in Am ph o e  Ban Pho, r a ng i n g from road b u i l d i n g  to the 

su p p l y i n g  of desks and chairs for g o v e r n m e n t  schoo ls  were 

car ri e d out by his men. At one time, Th ep ar aj was

b e n e f i c i a r y  of a sum in the p r o v i n c i a l  b u dg e t wh i c h  was

d e s i g n a t e d  for the repa ir of the dirt road. A c c o r d i n g  to 

a vil l a ge  he adman, the m a rk e t  pr ic e of the l a ter ite  was 

90 baht per cubic ton a l t h o u g h  the b u dg e t ' s  set price was 

80 baht. The co n tr a c to r ,  a p r o v i n c i a l  c o u n c i l l o r ' s  son, 

won the biddi ng.  Na tu ra ll y , he c o m p l e t e d  the repair 

w ork s us in g a much small er  amount of the la te r it e  than 

s p e c i f i e d  in the contract. The vi ll age  h e a d m a n  raised 

this in a local m e e t i n g  and p r o p o s e d  a change of 

co nt r a ct o r s.  However, other c o n t r a c t o r s  d e c l i n e d  to

co nt e st  b e c a u s e  of f o r s e e a b l e  losses and in the end the 

o ri g in a l  c o n t r a c t o r  was al l ow e d  to co mp le t e the work.

As for e le c t i o n s  at the tamb on and v i l l a g e  levels, 

v i l l a g e r s  said that these were even more f ier cel y 

c o n t e s t e d  and p r o d u c e d  a far more tense and heated

a t m o s p h e r e  in the local community. P r e s e n t - d a y  elect io ns  

ref le c t the local p a t t e r n  of f a c t i o n a l i s m  which has 

c h a n ge d  over the pa st  few decades. P r e vi o u s leaders were 

m o s t l y  l a n d o w n i n g  r i c e - f a r m e r s , while those wh o were in 

contro l of the m a r k e t i n g  and p r o c e s s i n g  of rice, usually 

of C h i n e s e  origin, te n d e d  to remain t a n g e n t i a l  to local 

poli tic s.  Over the y e ar s  c ert ai n m e m b e r s  of the latter 

c h a n n e l l e d  th eir i n v e s t m e n t  into the new p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g
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busin ess . And at p r e s e n t  they not only have si g n if i c a n t  

c o n n e c t i o n s  w i th  financial, c o m m er c i al  agent s and

g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  ou ts id e the local comm un ity , they

have also b e gu n  to pl ay  an i n cr e a s i n g l y  d i re c t and active 

role in l o c a l - l e v e l  po litics.

A s er iou s bid for the post of h e a d m a n  by a 

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r  o c c u r e d  in the early 1970s when the 

p r e s e n t  k a m n a n , a l a r g e- sc a le  p o u l t r y - f a r m e r , c o n te s te d  

w ith  a t e ac h e r in the e le c ti o n  and be c a m e  h ea d m a n  of 

V i l l a g e  no. 1. R u m ou r had it that the naay a mph oe who 

s u p e r v i s e d  the c o u n t i n g  of the votes c o n d u c t e d  a bi as ed  

p r o c e d u r e  f a v o u r i n g  the p o u l t r y - f a r m e r  co nd ida te.  The

e le c ti o n  was held at a p o u l t r y - f a r m  and by an open

in ste ad  of a secret ballot. It was furth er  b i a s e d  by the 

fact that the naay ampho e sta r te d off by as k i ng  those who 

w i s h e d  to vote for the teac her  to w alk  out of the 

c o n g r e g a t i o n  place. B ec a u s e  most people  felt a w k w ar d  and 

found the p r o c e d u r e  too blatant, in their wo rd s  they felt 

"k r en g  j a i " (not w a n t i n g  to offend, ei th e r out of 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  or out of deference) and did not want to 

w alk out. Only the very stron g s u p p o r t e r s  of the

t e a c he r 's  w a l k e d  out in the end. Pe opl e said that had 

the ba l l ot  be en  secret, the p o u l t r y - f a r m e r  w o u l d  not have 

won by such a large ma jo ri ty.

Not long after he had becom e v i l la g e  headman, the 

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r  en t e r e d  an ot he r fierce c on t e st  for the 

post of k a m n a n  in 1975. Ca n di d a t e s  were am on g four out 

of the six i n c um be n t v i l la g e  headmen. A pa r t  from the 

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r , the other s were two r i c e - f a r m e r s , and one
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m e r c h a n t  who was he a d m a n  of the marke t vi llage. A great 

deal of e l e c t i o n e e r i n g  took place. The m a j o r i t y  of 

ca n d i d a t e s  said that they relie d m ai nly  on the suppor t of 

their own kinsmen, clients, as well as on the help of a 

few hua k h a n a e n . They a p p e a r e d  in p e r s o n  at the homes of 

their p o t e n t i a l  s u p p o r t e r s  to openly r e qu e s t thei r votes. 

They also t r e a t e d  their hua k h an a en  and s u p p o r t e r s  with 

food and drin ks  and it seeme d that those who tu r n e d  up at 

a c a n d i d a t e ' s  feast co uld be e x p e c t e d  to vote for him in 

return. It was said that all but one c a n d i d a t e  ad he r e d  

to such me an s of cam pa ig ni n g . The p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g

h ea d me n  was a l l e g e d  to have ga t h er e d  his s up p o r t  by means 

of m on ey  and rice han douts. A r i c e - f a r m e r  ca ndi d a te  

c o m p l a i n e d  b i t t e r l y  be c a u s e  some of his own clients, who 

were r e n t i n g  his land, fail ed  to vote for him but voted 

for the c a n d i d a t e  from w h o m  they had a c c e p t e d  the gifts. 

As all the four c a n d i d a t e s  were in c u mb en t  he admen, they 

te nd e d  to count on the s up por t of the m a j o r i t y  of the 

pe op l e in thei r r e s p e c t i v e  villa ges , i.e. the 

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r  he a d m a n  could expect to win n e a r ly  all the 

votes in V i l l a g e  no. 1 wh i c h i n c i d e n t a l l y  also c o n t a i n e d  

a larger p r o p o r t i o n  of p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  ho u s e h o l d s ,  while 

the two r i c e - f a r m e r  c a n d i d a t e s  who were b a s e d  in v il la ge s 

where  r i c e - f a r m i n g  h o u s e h o l d s  p r e d o m i n a t e d  and where 

their close k i n s m e n  were con cen t ra te d , co uld  also expect 

the la rg est  n um ber s of votes from their own villages. 

Peopl e o ft en said that the fact that th ere were two 

r i c e - f a r m i n g  c a n d i d a t e s  led to a split in the votes of 

the r i c e - f a r m i n g  c o m m u n i t y  and r e s ul te d  in a v i c t o r y  for
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the p o u l t r y - f a r m e r  candida te.  At this p a r t i c u l a r

election, too, there was a w i d e s p r e a d  a l l e g a t i o n  agai ns t 

ce rta in  m a l p r a c t i c e s  du r i n g  the co u n ti n g  of votes. It is 

said that in actual  fact the r i c e - f a r m e r  h e a d m a n  of 

V i l l a g e  no. 4 got two more votes than the p o u l t r y - f a r m e r  

h e a d m a n  but the naay a m pho e ru led two ba l l o t  p a p e r s  null 

and void. In the end the two r u n n e r s - u p  had ex a c t l y  the 

same nu mb e r  of vo tes and sus p ic io u sl y ,  the naay amphoe  

had to p r o c e e d  to dr aw  lots to pick the winner.

The fact that local e l ec t i on s  were so b i tt er l y  

c o n t e s t e d  led ma ny  c a n d i d a t e s  and some hua k h a n a e n  to 

turn into i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  enemies. People d e s c r i b e d  such 

h e a t e d  c on te s ts  as r e s u l t i n g  in feuds b e t w e e n  or among 

cand id a t es .  (The p h ra s e  used is "kin jai k a n " wh ich 

li te r al l y  m ea n s  "to eat one a n o t h e r ’s heart.") Such

r iv a l r y  was said t;o de s t r o y  the unity of the local 

c o m m un i ty  as it te nd e d to divide the v i l l a g e r s  into 

factions. Hence, some people, once elected, w o u l d  invite 

the fail ed c o n t e s t a n t s  and their s u p p o r t e r s  a lo ng to 

their c e l e b r a t i o n  feasts as a ge s tu re  of r e c o n c i l i a t i o n .  

S im il ar ly,  due to the p o t e n t i a l  dang er  of a n t a g o n i s i n g  

the othe r pa r ti e s , m any  v i l l a g e r s  we re  r e l u c t a n t  to 

be co m e  hua k h a n a e n  for fear of the "kin jai k a n " result.

F a c t i o n a l i s m  that r e c u r r e d  at l o c a l - l e v e l  el ec ti o n s  

was v e r t i c a l  in n at ure  and cut across class lines. A 

v ar i e t y  of factors, c o m p l e m e n t a r y  as well  as c o n f l i c t i n g  

ones, a p p e a r e d  to in f l u e n c e  the villa ger s'  dec is i on s .  As 

a rule, a c a n d i d a t e  could expect su pp or t from his very 

close k i n s m e n  and his cl ie nt s (those who r e n t e d  his land,
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b o r r o w e d  his money, etc.). K i n sh i p  ties were often

cited as one of the most s i g n i f i c a n t  fa cto rs  in de c i d i n g  

who to support. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  one also h e a r d  frequ ent  

c om p l a i n t s  ag a in s t  "b et ray ing " kin s me n and clients. The 

fact that the p o u l t r y - f a r m e r  c an di d at e  who w o n  the ka m na n  

el ec t i o n  was not a local man o r i g i n a l l y  and his wife, a 

local r i c e - m i 1 l e r 1s da ug hter, had not many r e l a t i v e s  in 

the area could  me an  that factors other than k i n s h i p  ties 

m ig h t  be o v e r r i d i n g  the latter to some extent. It could 

be that the big p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  who were h i r i n g  a number 

of w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  on a reg u l ar  basis had come to be seen

as an a l t e r n a t i v e  source of p a t r o n a g e  by some

w a g e - l a b o u r i n g  families. Fu rth er mor e, the fact that many 

of the w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  were ren t i ng  their h o u s e p l o t s  from 

a b s e n t e e  l a n d o w n e r s  on a p u r e ly  c o n t r a c t u a l  basis, the 

fact that m e m b e r s  of their fa mi li es had becom e

r e s i d e n t - l a b o u r e r s  in p o u l t r y - f a r m s  and h enc e no longer 

n e e de d  to rely on their k i ns m en  for th eir h ous e land, 

mi gh t  have c o n t r i b u t e d  to the further w e a k e n i n g  of the 

t r a d i t i o n a l  k i n s h i p  ties as the sour ce s of p a t r on a ge  

shifted. At othe r times k i n s h i p  ties were o v e r r u l e d  by 

what p e o pl e  v i e w e d  to be a pp r o p r i a t e  q u a l i t i e s  of

p r e s e n t - d a y  leaders. For instance, at the e l e c t i o n  for

V il l a g e  no. 2 headman, had the two c a n d i d a t e s  been able 

to count on the su pp o r t of their r e s p e c t i v e  ki nsmen, then 

the res u lt  w o u l d  have been quite close. But as it turned 

out, the e l e c t e d  man won by a big m a j o r i t y  b e c a u s e  he 

h a p p e n e d  to have got a fair number of vo te s from among 

the ot he r' s  kinsmen. In such c i r c u m s t a n c e s  some



382

h o u s e h o l d s  chose to split their votes b e t w e e n  the two 

ca ndi d a te s ,  i.e. the h u s b a n d  wo u ld  vote for one and the 

wife for the other (one c an d i da te  might be th ei r re la ti ve  

wh ile  the other their friend). However, the o f t e n - q u o t e d

reas ons  for the el e c t e d  c a nd i d a t e ' s  v i c t o r y  w er e that he 

was w e l l - c o n n e c t e d  and knew a lot of people, that he was 

mu ch  more a r t i c u l a t e  and knew the ropes m uch  b e t t e r  than 

the other  candi dat e,  that he was far more gen erous.

A n o t h e r  in s t an c e  wh ich  could be ci te d was the most 

rece nt e l e c t i o n  for the h e a dm a n  of Vi ll a g e no. 4, whe r e by  

the v i c t o r i o u s  c a n d i d a t e  had very few k i n s m e n  to count on 

for solid  support. Some e x p l a in ed  his t r i u m p h  by the 

fact that he p r o m i s e d  to appo in t a M u s l i m  as an as si s ta n t  

headman, t h er e b y w i n n i n g  all the M u s l i m  votes. (Villages 

nos. 4, 5 and 6 had a nu mbe r of M u s l i m s  in their

po pu l a ti o n .)  Other s said that he won b e c a u s e  a rel ative 

of his hua k h a n a e n , who was a h i g h - r a n k i n g  m i l i t a r y  

officer, sp re a d the wor d on this c a n d i da te ' s be h a l f  when 

he came to the b ig  re l i gi o u s f un cti on  at the Wat and this 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b o o s t e d  his support.

As for the v i c t o r i e s  of p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  at local 

elect ion s,  some v i l l a g e r s  a t t r i b u t e d  the m to the lavish 

ca m p a i g n s  and m on ey  ha n d o u t s  that were adopted. At

pre sent, p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  were the i n c u mb e n t ka mna n of

bo th Thep ara j and the a d j ac e n t twin ta mb o n  Prawet. The

P r a w et  k a mn a n  was said to have pa id 30,000 b a h t for the

last v i ll a ge  h e a d m a n ' s  r e s i g n a t i o n  from his p os t in order 

that he co uld  re p la c e  him and then p r o c e e d  to cont est  for 

the post of ka m n a n  later. Their v i c t o r i e s  were also
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linke d to their close co n ne c t i o n s  w i th  g o v er n me n t

o f f i ci a ls  who coul d b end  the rules to their advantage.

Not only had me mb e r s of the l a rg e - sc a l e

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  c o m m u n i t y  e n te re d  the ac t u al  el ec ti o n

co nt e s ts  in person, they were also ac t i v e l y  su p po r t i n g  

and e x c e r c i s i n g  their  i nf lu en ce on be ha lf  of ca nd i da te s  

of their choice  at the sukha a p hi b a a n  e l e c t i o n s  and the 

s ap ha a tambo n se l e c t i o n s  of co mm it t e e membe rs . B e cau se  

these c o m m i t t e e s  were e m p o w e r e d  to decid e on wh i c h  local 

pr o j e c t s  to sup p o rt  w it h pu bl ic funds at their disposal, 

their m e m b e r s  c ou ld win some p ro j ec t s  for their own 

vi ll a g e s  or for their int e r es t  groups. One found that 

p r o p o s a l s  to r ep ai r the dirt road or road b ri dge  were 

almos t always  put f o rw a r d by the p o u l t r y - f a r m e r  or the 

m e r c h a n t  m e m b e r s  of the c o m mi t t ee s for they were most 

d e p e n d e n t  on the road. On the other hand, r i c e - f a r m i n g  

m em b e rs  of te n p r o p o s e d  such p ro j ec ts  as ca n a l - d e e p e n i n g ,  

the a c q u i s i t i o n  of big engine pumps and w a t e r  pipe s to 

impro ve the wa t e r suppl y for the secon d rice crop. At 

the same time, m e m b e r s  also tried to win the funds for 

their own r e s p e c t i v e  vi l l a g e s  in order to bo o s t  their own 

p r e s t i g e  as well as to confirm, s t r e n g t h e n  and expand  

their local b as es of support.

M e m b e r s  of lo c a l - l e v e l  co m m it t e es  and headmen, 

w h e t h e r  they be p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s , r i c e - f a r m e r s  or 

me rc h an t s ,  we re  m o s t l y  me mb e r s of the well to do section  

of the p o p u l a t i o n .  The types of p r o j e c t s  p r o p o s e d  and 

c a r r ie d  out often r e f l e c t e d  the in te re sts  of the groups 

to wh ic h  c o m m i t t e e  m em b e r s  belonged. For instance, in
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the 1950s w hen  the sapha a tambo n c o m m it t e e was co mp o s ed  

almo st e x c l u s i v e l y  of l a n do w ni n g  ri c e- f a r m e r s ,  pr oj ec t s  

u n d e r t a k e n  were d o m i n a t e d  by the i n te r e st s  of the 

r i c e - f a r m e r s  e.g. canal deepening, r e p a ir s  of foot 

b ri d ge s  acros s canals and often the p r o j e c t s  might 

include r e pai rs and im p r o v e m e n t  wo rks on the t em pl es and 

schools. F ro m 1971 onwards, the c o m m it t e e had acc e p te d  

new m e m b e r s  from the p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  s e ct i o n and from 

1973 this s e c ti on  had been b o o s t e d  fur t he r  by the 

e le c ti o n  of a p o u l t r y  farmer as k amnan of the tambon. 

F ro m  the se co nd half of the 1970s. the kam n a n had also 

been d e s i g n a t e d  p r e s i d e n t  of the sapha a ta m b o n  and of 

v ari ou s othe r c o mmi tte es . From then on the sa ph a a  tambon 

p r o j e c t s  had c o n c e n t r a t e d  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  on the repa ir s of 

the road and r oa d bridges.

To w h o m  this road was of most fin an c ia l  im po rt anc e  

can be seen from the fact that when the road  was in a 

very poor state and no m one y was yet f o r t h c o m i n g  from 

local f u nd i ng  (i.e. ei th er  from the sukhaa  p h i b a a n  or the 

s aph aa  ta mb o n  pro je ct s ) , big p o u l t r y - f a r m  ow ner s and rice 

m i l l er s  in the area p o o l e d  their f i n an c ia l res o u rc e s  

t og e t h e r  to have the road repaired. In 1982, rice

mi l l e r s  had to c o n t r i b u t e  7,000 baht each and the big 

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  3,000 baht each. However, for the poor 

in the vi llage, their voice  did not get r e p r e s e n t e d  at 

all on local c o m m i t t e e s  in that de c i si o n s about pr oj ec t s  

were not made w i th  their be n e fi ts  in mind, a l t h o u g h  this 

does not n e c e s s a r i l y  mean that they did not re ce iv e any 

be n e f i t  from local p r oje cts , like road repairs.
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Not only did many local pr o j e c t s  r e f l e c t  the major 

v e s t e d  i n t e re s ts  in the area, but they had also been 

under the in f l u e n c e  of the b u r ea u c ra c y . The c om mi t te e  

m e e t i n g s  were o r g a n i s e d  along the line of officials' 

meeti ngs . In the earl y years, the sapha a t a m b o n  even had 

the naay ampho e as its pre si d en t ,  al t h o u g h  in later years 

the k a m n a n  has ta ken over this role a lb eit  at the co mma nd  

of the b u r e a u c r a c y  itself. V i l l a g e r s  wi t h  of fi c i al

p o s i t i o n s  always p r e d o m i n a t e d  in local c o m m i t t e e s  as all 

the ta mb o n  and v il l ag e  he a d m e n  were c o m m i t t e e  me m b e r s  by 

right and a t e a c he r  was always a p p o i n t e d  as the 

committe es'  s ec re ta ry.  G u i d e l i n e s  for local p r oj e c ts

were p r o v i d e d  by the hig h e r ec he lo n s of the b u re a u cr ac y .  

Often, p o l i c i e s  were imp o s ed  on the local c o m m i t t e e s  from 

a b o v e .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  the o ff i c ia l co ncept of "d ev el o p me n t "  

was of ten a d o p t e d  by the v i l l a g er s th e m s e l v e s  and aspe ct s  

of o f f ic i a l m e n t a l i t y  was r e p l i c a t e d  at the local level. 

For example, in 1973 wh en  the Qu een M o t h e r ' s  mo bi le  

m e d i ca l  unit was v i s i t i n g  the area, the k a m n a n 1s speci fi c  

r e q u es t  was for the v i l l a g e r s  "to dress up cl ean ly  and 

p r o p e r l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w it h the Thai cul ture". In 1977, 

k a m n an  w a n t e d  the v i l l a g e r s  to show th eir l oya lty  on 

the Q u e e n' s  b i r t h d a y  by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in local 

" d e v e l o p m e n t  work"  (p h a t a n a a  thon g t i n ), namely, to cut 

grass and t ri m  the trees along the roadsides.  

"D ev e lo p m e n t "  as seen by the v i l l a g e r s  t e n d e d  to be 

s o m e t h i n g  to do w it h the b u i l d i n g  or the i m p r o v e m e n t  of 

v a r i ou s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  and pu bl ic  works, wh e r e a s
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p r o m o t i o n  of g r a s s r o o t s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t e nd e d to be vi e we d not as part of 

this " d e v el o p me nt " , but rath er as a "p o li t i ca l "  act i vi t y  

w hi c h  co ul d t h r e a t e n  the "peace and qu i et " of the 

c ommun i t y .

A p a r t  form b u r e a u c r a t i c  rules and m e n t a l i t i e s  m a k in g  

t h e m s e l v e s  felt at the vil l ag e  level, ind iv i du a l  

o f f i c i a l s  also i m p i n g e d  on me m b e r s  of the v i l l a g e  to reap 

their own fi n a n c i a l  gains. Officials' m i s h a n d l i n g  and 

m i s a p p r o p r i a t i o n  of pu b li c funds was too f a m i l i a r  to be 

wo rt h  a n o th e r  me nt ion . V i l l a g e r s  who c u l t i v a t e d  close 

ties wi t h o f f i c i a l s  often saw this as a n e c e s s a r y  evil. 

They w er e e x p e c t e d  to e n t e r t a i n  and to be "squeez ed "  

f i n a n c i a l l y  by o f f i c i a l s  and they term this p a r t i c u l a r  

type of p a y m e n t  a "social tax" (p h a a s e e  s a n g k h o m ) . 

A c c o r d i n g  to a v il l a g e  headman, after the m o n t h l y  

m e e t i n g s  at the a m p h o e , o f f ic i al s met a f t e r w a r d s  for a 

meal and some dr ink s and often v il lag e or t a mb o n  he a dm e n  

had to foot the bills. Also, w h e n e v e r  th ere were such 

f u n ct i o ns  and f e s t i v i t i e s  as the r o b e - g i v i n g  c e r e m on i e s  

at any w a t , Red Cross  fairs, annual p r o v i n c i a l  fairs, 

c e l e b r a t i o n s  for the p r o m o t i o n  of h i g h - r a n k i n g  of fi c ia l s  

or po l i c e m e n ,  etc., of f i c i a l s  came by to "squeeze" 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  from the headmen. He said that a h ea dma n 

was u s u a l l y  seen by the o ff i c ia ls  as b e i n g  stupi d and 

h a v i n g  to d e p e n d  on them, but at the same time 

e n t e r t a i n i n g  and o f f e r r i n g  gifts to o f f i c i a l s  was 

es sen ti al , as they h e l p e d  to oil the w h e e l s  of the 

b u r e a u c r a t i c  m a c h i n e r y  and g re atl y f a c i l i t a t e  any
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dea li n gs  w it h  official s. The Theparaj k a m n a n , be i ng  one 

of the w e a l t h i e s t  p e o p l e  in the area and also known  to be 

ob li g i n g  to officia ls , was always a p p r o a c h e d  for all 

kind s of co n t ri bu t i o n s .  A c c o r d i n g  to his son, the kamna n  

pays out about 30 0, 0 0 0 baht a year as this "social tax".

Close c o n n e c t i o n s  with o f fi c i al s were  not r e s t r i c t e d  

to v i l l a g e r s  w ith  o f f ic i a l or s e m i - o f f i c i a l  positio ns.  

Others, m o s t l y  w e a l t h y  pe opl e in the village, also p ro ved  

to be w e l l - c o n n e c t e d .  The b ig g e st  p o u l t r y - f a r m e r  in 

V il l ag e  no. 2 was not d i re c t ly  in vo lv ed in lo ca l - le v e l  

po lit i c s,  a l t h o u g h  there had been talk that she once 

tried and failed to get her son to b e c om e villa ge

headman. N ev e r t h e l e s s ,  this did not d i m i n i s h  the

inf lu e n ce  she has with  go v e r n m e n t  o f fi ci a ls  at the amphoe 

and p r o v i n c i a l  levels w ith  w ho m  she chooses to deal with 

directly. V i l l a g e r s  o b se r v e d  that she and ot her big

p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  co ul d obtain freely, cheap, illegal 

timber. They o b s e r v e d  that when she was t ak en to court 

on a land dispute, she soug ht  to ensure that the outcome  

wo ul d  not be u n f a v o u r a b l e  to her by i n v it i n g the judges 

and court o f f i c i a l s  to a b a n qu e t  at her farm and she was 

inde ed as s u r e d  that the case was. likely to be w i thd raw n.  

In an ot he r land dis p ut e of a d i f f e r en t type, a farmer's 

leader who was on the p r o v i n c i a l  Land R e f o r m  Co m m i tt e e  

took issue w i th  her for p o s s e s s i n g  land in e x ces s of the 

legal limit. How ever, when she i n s i s t e d  that the

da ug h t e r  to w h o m  she was gi vin g the land was an

" a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t "  (although she was g e n e r a l l y  k no wn  to be 

the wife of a big rice miller), her c la im was vi nd ic ate d.
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Wh at is more, she also s u c c e ed ed  in st o p p i n g  the farmer 

leader from b e in g  r e - e l e c t e d  to the Land R e f o r m  C o m m it t ee  

in the f o l l o w i n g  year. V i l l a g e r s  noticed, too, that when 

she r e q u e s t e d  e l e c t r i c a l  t r a n s f o r m e r s  to be installed, 

she got the se rv ic es in one day wh ile other vi l la g e rs  

no rm a l ly  had to wa it  for days on end. V i l l a g e r s  thus 

co ncl ud e that be c a u s e  she had money  she c oul d have 

a b s o l u t e l y  e v e r y t h i n g  that she wanted. "No wa d ay s  it's 

only mo n e y that counts. Mo ney  can buy off ic i al s ,  votes,

every thi ng . And  money  makes more money."

This, then, is the si t ua t i on  in Theparaj of 1981-82, 

a v il lag e that has un d e r g o n e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  amou nt  of 

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  wh ic h now in cludes secto rs  that exhibit  

s i g n i f i c a n t  th ou g h d i f f er i n g degrees of c a p i ta li s t  

pe ne t r a t i o n .  In some re sp e ct s  the vi ll a g e may not be 

typical of rural areas in Thailand, nor even of Central 

Tha iland. On the other hand, the gr o wi ng

" i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n "  of a g r i c u l t u r e  seems very likely to 

be co m e a feat ure  of many areas in the not too distant 

future. Howev er,  the forms in w hi c h  a g r a r i a n  change 

takes pl ace in var i ou s loc al i ti e s  are also likely to 

di ffe r as the v a r y i n g  local s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  and p ol i t i ca l  

s et ti ng s t h e m s e l v e s  also c o n s t i t u t e  si g n i f i c a n t

c o n s t r a i n t s  on the very pro c e ss  of c a p i t al i s t

de ve l op m e nt . The sheer d i v e rs i ty  and c o m p l e x i t y  of the 

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  thus render a study of s pe c i f i c  and 

c on c re t e  c o n d i t i o n s  an e ss en t ia l  un d er ta k in g .
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C H A P T E R  7 

C O N C L U D I N G  REMARKS

The pa r a j was e s t a b l i s h e d  in 1880 afte r T h a i l a n d  had 

signe d the c ru cia l t r ea t i es  with W e s t e r n  n at i on s  which, 

w ith their c o n d i t i o n s  c e nt e r e d  upon the l a t t e r 's 

interests, laid down im po rt a n t c o n s t r a i n t s  on the 

s u b s e q u e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  of Thai society. This has

u n d o u b t e d l y  r e s u l t e d  in the m a s s i v e  q u a l i t a t i v e  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  in Thai s oc ie ty  w h e r e b y  the ba si s  of the 

p r e - e x i s t i n g  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  econom y b ec ame  i n c r e a s i n g l y  

d e s t r o y e d  and va r i o u s  local m a n u f a c t u r i n g  trad es became 

lost over time as the pro c e ss  of c o m m o d i t i z a t i o n  set in. 

However, as has been suggested, the d yn a m ic s of change, 

a lbe it  on a l im i t ed  scale, was a l rea dy b e g i n n i n g  to take 

pl ace  pr io r to 1855 and this was i n t e r na l l y based. These 

pr ior  c ha nge s co uld  be seen in vari ous  factors, n ot abl y  

the great i ncr eas e in the vo lu me  of trade w i t h  foreign  

states in the early Ba n g k o k  period, the nature  of 

pr o d u c t s  b ei n g  t r a d e d  wh ic h  had un d e r g o n e  some form of 

pr o c e s s in g ,  the state's im p o s i t i o n  of m o n e y  taxes to 

re pla ce  m a ny  taxes in kind, the e m er g i ng  p o s s i b i l i t y  for 

pe o p le  to pay c o m m u t a t i o n  tax in mo n e y in place of 

u n d e r t a k i n g  corvee service, wh i c h si gn if i e s the exi st e nc e  

of cash income am ong  a se cti on  of the po p u l a t i o n ,  the 

gr owt h of towns and their p o p u l a t i o n s  that we re  su pp li e d  

w ith  su rp l u s p r o d u c e  by cer t a in  se c ti o n s  of the 

pe asa n t ry ,  the l im i t e d  degr ee of capital i n v e s t m e n t  into 

such e n t e r p r i s e s  as sh ip bui l d in g,  s u g a r - m i l l i n g ,  sugar
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p la n t at i o n,  mining, etc. This could p a r t l y  e xp l a in  the 

st un n i n g  r a p i d i t y  and sm oo t h n e s s  in wh ich  the su bs e q ue n t  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  after 1855 took place in the C en t ra l  Plain 

areas i n c l u d i n g  p r o v i n c e s  like C h a c h o e n g s a o . It e xp lai ns  

the fact that the first se tt ler s of The paraj were already 

w e l l - v e r s e d  in s p e c i a l i z e d  p r o d u c t i o n  for the market 

wh ic h  was due to their pr io r i nv o lv e m en t ,  before 

m i g r a t i n g  to T h e p a r a j , in the p r o d u c t i o n  of sugar cane 

and fruits for sale wh il e r e t a i n i n g  th eir s ub s i s t e n c e  

rice plots. It po i n t s  to the not un c o m m o n  e x i s t e n c e  of 

the b u y i n g  and s e ll i n g of land as well as the a c q u i s i t i o n  

of slaves w i t h  the use of money. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  these 

chang es were li m i t e d  in scope and were c o n f i n e d  in the 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  sphere  with p r e - e x i s t i n g  s a k d i n a a  rel at i on s  

c o n t i n u i n g  to p re do m i n a t e .  Ch an g e s that w e re  takin g  

p lac e in c er t ai n  newly e s t a b l i s h e d  i n d u s t r i e s  such as 

s ug a r - m i l l i n g ,  s hi p b ui l d in g ,  etc., large ly  i n vo l v e d  the

im m i g r a n t  C h i n e s e  in their ca pa c i ty  as e n t r e p r e n e u r s  or 

as wage labourer s,  ra t he r than the Thais.

M a s s i v e  q u a l i t a t i v e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  in Thai society  

o c c u r r e d  w he n  it be cam e i n t e g r a t e d  into the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

c a p i t a l i s t  e c o n o m y  in the m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  cen tury. The 

terms c o n t a i n e d  in the tre a ti e s  with  the We st  not only 

i n v o l v e d  an i m p o s i t i o n  on T h a il a n d' s s o v er e i gn ty ,  but 

they also r e s u l t e d  in the c oun try  b e c o m i n g  a lu crative

m a r k e t  for W e s t e r n  goods as well as a rich sourc e of raw 

m a t e r i a l  supplies. The Thai state itself also p l a y e d  an

i m p or t a n t role in f a c i l i t a t i n g  the p e n e t r a t i o n  of

c o m m o d i t y  re la ti ons . This can be seen from the



391

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of v ar io u s initial meas ure s;  for instance, 

the gra d u a l a b o l i t i o n  of slaver y and the corve e system, 

w hi c h  r e l e a s e d  p e a s a n t s  from the old s a k d i n a a  bonds, the 

i n c r e a s i n g  i m p o s i t i o n  of taxes in m o n e y  wh i c h  

n e c e s s i t a t e d  the a c q u i s i t i o n  of cash in income, the

e n c o u r a g e m e n t  for p e op l e to give up new land for rice 

p r o d u c t i o n  t h ro u gh  tax in ce n t iv es  and t h r o u g h  pu bl ic  

wo rk s  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  the r e g u l a t i o n  of land claims, etc. 

As a result, the p e a s a n t s  , p a r t i c u l a r l y  those  in the

Cen tr a l Plain, w i t h d r e w  th eir labour from the p r o d u c t i o n  

of use va l u e still fu r th er  only to d ev ote  it to the

p r o d u c t i o n  of p a d d y  for the market. Na t u r a l l y ,  the

p ro c es s  of t r a n s i t i o n  did not occur overn ig ht.  Ve s t i g e s  

of the sa k d i n a a  sys t em  c o n t i n u e d  to c o - e x i s t  alo ng s id e  

the e m e r g i n g  new rela ti ons , and were of te n u t i l i z e d  to 

the b e n e f i t  of ce r t a i n  se ct ion s of the p o p u l a t i o n  under 

the new c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  In the case of Th ep ar a j,  those 

first se t t l e r s  w ho w ere  able to acquire slaves were able 

to make use of this old form of forced labou r to enable 

them to claim, clear and cu lt iv a te  more land, a r es o u r ce  

w hi c h  was g r o w i n g  in value. On the other hand, there 

were those v i l l a g e r s  wh o s e  labour was still d e m a n d e d  to 

u n d e r t a k e  p u b l i c  w or ks that c o n s t i t u t e d  of the 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  basi s for the sys t em  of co m m o d i t y  

p r o d u c t i o n  b e c a u s e  they c ou ld not a f f o r d  p a y m e n t  of 

c a p i t a t i o n  taxes.

The q u a l i t a t i v e  h i s t o r i c a l  changes that a c c o m p a n i e d  

the i n c r e a s i n g  c o m m o d i t i z a t i o n  of p r o d u c t i o n  we re  further 

c o m p o u n d e d  by the sh r e wd  move on the part of K ing  Rama V
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to r e o r g a n i s e  the wide s y st e m of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and

f ina nc e to me e t  the d i f f e r e n t  de ma nds  of the new

situati on.  The r e o r g a n i s a t i o n  r e s u l t e d  in a vast

incre ase  in the po wer and co ntr ol  of the central

g o v e r n m e n t  and the d ec lin e of the l o c a l l y - b a s e d  

s t r u c t u r e s  of power. However, this move, too, took some 

time to bear its full effect. Thus, in the early years 

of T h e p a r a j , the i n t e r v e n t i o n  of the ce nt r a l g o v e r n m e n t  

r e m a i n e d  l i m i te d  and po we r was still very m u ch  v e s t e d  in 

local c o mm u n it i e s.  The p r e s e n c e  of the local n a k l e n g , 

wi th their  con t ro l over the use of force, p e r s i s t e d  for

ma ny y ear s b e f o r e  the centr al  g o v e r n m e n t  was able to

i ns t i t u t e  its e f f e c t i v e  c ont rol  over the co un tr ysi de.

Ap art  from them, othe rs  who e m er g ed  as local w i e l d e r s  of 

p owe r te nd e d to be those who had more than a v er a ge  land 

and wealth, who were able to p r ov i de  p o o r e r  fellow  

v i l l a g e r s  wi t h  the re s ou rc e s and p r o t e c t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  for 

su rv i v al  a g a i n s t  the ha rs h social and n a t u r a l  el em ent s  

p r e v a l e n t  in newly set tl e d areas. The r e l a t i o n s h i p s  took 

on a p e r s o n a l i s t i c  and p a t e r n a l i s t i c  form b a s e d  largely  

on the m o r a l l y  d e f i n e d  c o m m u n i t y  values  of r e c i p r o c i t y  

and m u t u a l  help. C o n t a c t s  wi th the ou t s i d e  wo rld

existed, but in a li mi te d fashion. V i l l a g e r s  made most 

of the farm i m p l e m e n t s  t h em se l ve s  and o c c a s s i o n a l l y  

a c q u i r e d  low p r o d u c t i o n  and co n s u m p t i o n  a rt icl es,  often 

t hr o ug h  b a r t e r  and from direct p r o d u c e r s  of such goods. 

P add y s u r p l u s w a s  sold to Ch i ne s e  pa dd y  tr ad er s  who came 

into the vi l l a g e  after harvest, a lt h o ug h  this c o m m er c i al  

c ont ac t was also m e d i a t e d  by some local elit e t h e m se l v es
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who u n d e r t o o k  to trade in paddy. Vital r e s o u r c e s  such as 

land, im p le m e n t s  and credi t in kind were m o s t l y  supplied  

by local elite  wi t h  the r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t a ki n g  on a

p a t e r n a l i s t i c  and c o - o p e r a t i v e  nature.

In the f o l l o w i n g  ha lf  century, the first half of the 

t w e n t i e t h  century, c o m m od i ty  r el at i on s  e x p a n d e d  still 

further. The c o u nt ry ' s d e v e l o p m e n t  pat h c o n t i n u e d  to

take the e x p o r t - o r i e n t e d  path, wit h rice as a major

e xp or t and the s u b s t a n t i a l  growt h of rice o u t pu t  was 

ba sed  on the i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of new land into c u l t i v a t i o n  

w it h  little c ha nge  in tec hn olo gy.  The p e a s a n t  producers' 

i n v o l v e m e n t  wi th  the m a r k et  i nc r e as e d  over the years.

They i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i r e c t e d  more time and e ffo rt  to

p r o d u c i n g  pa d d y  for sale and in the case of Theparaj

v il la ge rs,  they e v e n t u a l l y  ce as ed  m a k i n g  their own

f ar m i ng  impl em en ts,  gr o w i n g  their own food, p o u n d i n g

their own rice, etc., and in st ead  were p a y i n g  for such 

goods and services. Sur p lu s  c o n t i n u e d  to be a p p r o p r i a t e d  

from the a g r i c u l t u r a l  secto r larg ely  t h r o u g h  u ne qua l  

e x c h a n g e  w i th  m e r c h a n t s  and usure rs p r o f i t i n g  from the 

p r o c e s s .

The state had a role in f a c i l i t a t i n g  the overall 

pro cess. By the b e g i n n i n g  of the t w e n t i e t h  c en tur y it 

u n d e r t o o k  to p r o m u l g a t e  land laws w h i c h  f orm al ly

r e c o g n i z e d  the righ ts over landed pr operty, wh il e  rights

over p e r s on s  that we re  the m a i n s t a y  of the old sak d i na a

soci ety  were g r a d u a l l y  d i s s o l v e d  with the a b o l i t i o n  of

sl av e r y and the c o rve e system. At the same time, the 

state's d e ma n d s on the p o p u l a t i o n  were no longer  in the
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form of labou r o b l i g a t i o n s  but in money taxes. Moreover, 

the state also a ss um e d r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  r e l a t i n g  to various 

as pec ts  of the p e a s a n t r y ' s  p r o d u c t i o n  and livelihood. 

These i nc l u d e d  its p r o v i s i o n s  of basic i n f r a s t u c t u r e  like 

the c o n s t r u c t i o n  and m a i n t e n a n c e  of t r a n s p o r t  and 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  system, i r r ig a ti o n  fac i l it i e s,  its

p r o v i s i o n  of schoolin g,  as well as the p o l i c i n g  of the 

c o u n t r y s i d e .

In Th ep araj, the p o s s i b i l i t e s  c r e a t e d  by the 

e x p a n d i n g  m a r k e t  re l a t i o n s  were taken up by those who 

d o m i n a t e d  the f i n a n c i n g  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of rice i.e. 

rice me rc h a nt s ,  local traders, as well as m o n e y l e n d e r s  

and rich lan dow ne rs . Some of the C h i n e s e  m e r ch a n t s

r e i n v e s t e d  their surp lu s in rice and s a w - m i l l i n g  or in 

e x p a n d i n g  their tr a d in g  ac tivities, while w e l l - t o - d o  

local l a ndo wne rs , who often  o p e r a t e d  also as 

mo n e y l e n d e r s ,  te n d ed  to store up their w e a l t h  in land, 

v a l u a b l e s  or spend it c o n s p i c u o u s l y  and some in v e s t e d  it 

in their sons' educatio n.

The f or tun es of the r i c e - p r o d u c i n g  v i l l a g e r s  were 

now i n e x t r i c a b l y  l ink ed  with the f l u c t u a t i o n s  in the 

market. S h o r t f a l l s  in their p r o d u c t i o n  or income, the 

d e t e r i o r a t i o n  in the terms on wh ic h their pa dd y  was 

exch ang ed , and other va ga ri e s  of both n a tu r a l and social 

ele me n t s co uld re sul t in them f al lin g into the cycle of 

i nd e bt e d n es s ,  in land m o r t g a g i n g  and of t e n  to the

eve nt u a l loss of land. The p ro bl e ms  of tenancy, of 

l a n d l e s s n e s s  and i n d e b t e d n e s s  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  in c r e a s e d  and 

were further e x a c e r b a t e d  over the years by the tende nc y
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of land f r a g m e n t a t i o n  t h r ou g h  i n h e r i t a n c e  and the 

i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  p r e s s u r e  on land. N e v e rt h e le s s ,  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of land o w n e r s h i p  did not s eem  to take 

pl ace  in any a p p r e c i a b l e  degree. D e s p i t e  this fact, 

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  am on g the rural h o u s e h o l d s  p r o c e e d e d  

n o n e t h e l e s s  and over the years, the ranks of ten a nt s  and 

w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  c o n t i n u e d  to swell.

As the impac t of the m ar ket  system, co m mo d i ty  

r e l a t i o n s  and of the state be ca me  i n c r e a s i n g l y  

pr on o u n c e d ,  p a t r o n - c l i e n t  relations, too, took on a 

d i f f e r e n t  cha ra c te r .  The p r e v i o u s  m o r a l l y  d e f in e d

r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  ba s e d  on m u tua l aid, g r a d u a l l y  took on a 

m ore  and more  c o n t r a c t u a l  nature. By 1950, po or e r  

h o u s e h o l d s  no long er  b o r r o w e d  but had to rent farming  

impl eme nt s,  labour e x ch a n ge  had d e c l i n e d  in im p o rt a n c e  

since w e l l - t o - d o  h o u s e h o l d s  were u sin g h i r e d  labour, 

w hil e the labou r ex c ha n g e r e l a t i o n s h i p s  that c o n t i n u e d  to 

exist b e c am e  ba s e d on muc h more s t r i n g e n t  and e x ac t i n g  

c al c u l a t i o n s ;  l a n d o w n e r s  d e v i s e d  new te n u ri a l  a r r a n g e m e n t  

to g u a r a n t e e  a g a in s t  rent default. An d the fact that a 

good p r o p o r t i o n  of the v i ll a g e land was ow n e d by ab sentee 

l a n d o w n e r s  and that loans were b o r r o w e d  from m e r c h a n t s  or 

m o n e y l e n d e r s  b a s e d  o u t si d e  the local c o m m u n i t y  m ea nt that 

many v i l l a g e r s  no longer d e pe n d e d  on the local pa tr on s  

for vital m ea n s  of pro d u ci t o n.  At the same time, as the 

state, with  its p o w e r  c o n c e n t r a t e d  very m uc h  in the 

bu re a u c r a c y ,  e x p a n d e d  its control over the p e r i p h e r a l  

areas of the country, d e c i s i on s  by the state's  

bu re a u c r a t s ,  t o g e t h e r  w it h  the r e s o u r ce s  of the state,
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came to o u t s h a d o w  the de c i si o n s and r e s o u r c e s  of the

local pa t r o n s  as their im po rt an c e for the villagers' 

livel iho od , t h e r e b y  c o n t r i b u t e d  to a f u rt h e r d e cl i ne  of 

the old f orm  of p a t r o n - c l i e n t  p a t e r n a l i s t i c

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

In the 1930s, as a result of Rama V's Ref o r ma t i o n,  

there o c c u r r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e a l i g n m e n t s  in the el em ent s  

c o n t r o l l i n g  the state and new bal a nc e  of f orc es with in  

the r u l i n g  class was emerging, wh ic h was to i n fl u e nc e  the 

s u b s e q u e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  path. This was wh en  the king's 

a b s o l u t i s m  was c h a l l e n g e d  by a group of m i l i t a r y  and 

c i v i l i a n  b u r e a u c r a t s  who r a pi d ly  rose up the social and 

p o l i t i c a l  hi e ra r c hy .  S u b s e q u e n t  r e a l i g n m e n t s  took place, 

w h e r e b y  t o p - r a n k i n g  b u re au c ra t s , now in co n tr o l  over the 

d is p os a l  of the vast state's resource s,  i n c r e a s i n g l y

fo rme d a l l i a n c e s  w ith  me m b e r s  of the m e r c h a n t  class,

the re b y m u t u a l l y  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  each others' ec o no m i c  and 

p o l i t i c a l  bases. The state 's  i n cr e a s i n g  i n t e r v e n t i o n  in 

var io u s e c on o m i c  a c t i v i t i e s  in the years be f or e 1960 can 

be seen as an att e m pt  to launch a s t a t e - i n i t i a t e d  

p r o g r a m m e  of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  The i n s t i t u t i o n  of new 

forms of taxes on the rice produ ce rs , e.g. the rice 

pr emium, the p o l i c y  of e xc h an g e  rate control, etc., can 

be seen as c o n s t i t u t i n g  part of the sta t e' s po l i c y  to 

secure an i n v o l u n t a r y  t r a ns f e r from the a g r i c u l t u r a l

ex po r t  secto r to fi na nc e the new i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  drive. 

This dr ive was g re a t l y  a s s o c i a t e d  from 1960 o nw a r ds  and

with the e m ph a s i s  c h a n g i n g  from i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  ba sed  

on the state 's  ca p it al  to one b ase d on p r i v a t e  capital,
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whil e the state r e t a i n e d  a crucial role in se cu r i n g  the 

ne c e ss a r y c o n d i t i o n s  for this to take place. From 1960 

onwards, a new set of st ra te g i es  e m er g e d w h e r e b y  the 

state has b ee n  activ e in a t t r a c t i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  and 

na ti o n a l  capit al into v ar iou s sectors of the ec on o m y by a 

series of mea su r es .  I mp o r ta n t  among them were the

p r o m u l g a t i o n  of the I nv e s t m e n t  P r o m o t i o n  Act, wit h its 

ha nd s o m e  i n v e s t m e n t  inc entives, r e p r e s s i v e  labour  and 

w age  poli ci es,  alon g with the p loi cy  to ke ep down the 

rice p r ic e  for c o n s u m e r s  at the e x p en s e  of rice 

pr odu ce rs'  income, the ra pi d de v e l o p m e n t  and e x p a n s i o n  of 

the i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  and spec ifi c p r o g r a m m e s  aimed at 

p r o m o t i n g  an i n t e ns i v e ag r ic u l t u r a l  grow th pa ttern.

R e g a r d i n g  the de v e l o p m e n t  of a g r i c u l t u r e  in 

pa rt i c ul a r , the state has i n te r v e n e d  p r i m a r i l y  to

e s t a b l i s h  the b ase s for s u s t a i ne d rates of a g r i c u l t u r a l  

o ut pu t e x p a n s i o n  and p r o d u c t i v i t y  growth so as to meet 

the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of c er ta i n in du st ria l growth. This has 

r e s u l t e d  in s t r o n g  li nk ag es be in g  fo rg ed  be t w e e n  

a g r i c u l t u r e  and the a g r o - i n d u s t r i a l  complex. The

p r o m o t i o n  of t e c h n o l o g i c a l  in no v a ti o n  in rice a gr i c u l t u r e  

has taken the form of the d e v e l o p m e n t  of the

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  that s u ppo rts  a gr ic ul tur e, the fin an c in g  

of r es e a r c h  on new h i g h - y i e l d i n g  rice va ri e ti e s , and the 

e x p a n s i o n  of var i ou s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  pro gr a mm e s , as well as 

the l a u n c h i n g  of the state's rural credit sc hem es  to help 

f ina nc e the i n c r e a s i n g  use of inputs of indus tr ia l  

origin. At the same time, in ve st me n t in c e n t i v e s  have

also been p r o v i d e d  to la rg e - sc a l e a g r i - b u s i n e s s e s  whic h
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have a t t r a c t e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  and joint

d o m e s t i c - f o r e i g n  inves tm ent . Fr om the 1960s onwards, 

l a r g e - s c a l e  a g r o - i n d u s t r i a l  capital has e x p a n d e d  its

p r e s e n c e  in the rural area. In Th eparaj, a sec t io n  of

the rural p r o d u c e r s  have since been dr awn  into the 

v e r t i c a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  animal feed a g r o - i n d u s t r y  with its 

int eg r al  co ntr ol  over the p r od u ct ion , p r o c e s s i n g  and 

m a r k e t i n g  of raw m a t e r i a l s  and fin is h ed  p r o d u c e  re la t e d  

to animal pr od uct s.

The a d o p t i o n  in Th eparaj vill ag e of h i g h - y i e l d i n g  

rice va r i et i e s,  the new c u l t i v a t i o n  t e chn iq ue s,  

d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g ,  to ge t h e r  with the va ri o u s c o m p o n e n t s  of 

its t e c h n o l o g i c a l  p a c k a g e  and the a d o p t i o n  of mo de rn  

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g , have r e s u l t e d  in i m p o r t a n t  st r u ct u r al  

ch ang es  in the vi l l a g e  society. At pres en t, the vill age  

is e x p e r i e n c i n g  an o ng o i ng  as well as a ra pid p ro c e s s  of 

change. Thus, any l o n g - t e r m  effects may have to wait 

some years  be f o r e  a more c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a s s e s s m e n t  is 

p os si bl e. Ho wever, c e rt a i n o b s e r v a t i o n s  can be made 

b a s e d  on the p i c t u r e  that p r e v a i l e d  in 1981-82.

F ir st ly , the i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p r o d u c t i o n  u s i n g  m o d e r n  inputs du ri n g  the past two 

dec ad e s has fo rg e d  close in p ut - o u t p u t  l in k a ge s  b e t w ee n  

the vil lagers' p r o d u c t i o n  and the a g r o - i n d u s t r y , and 

la r g e - s c a l e  fi n a n c i a l  and a g r o - i n d u s t r i a l  ca pit al  is 

a s s u m i n g  an i n c r e a s i n g l y  s ig n i f i c a n t  role in the 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  secto r of Thailand. This is m os t app a re n t  

in the p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  secto r of Thepa ra j.  All the

p o u l t r y - f a r m s , big and small alike, are p r o v i d e d  with
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cer ta i n b asi c inputs such as baby chicks and feed 

c o n c e n t r a t e  by a few la r g e - s c a l e  animal feed co mp a n ie s  

w hi c h enjoy an o l i g o p o l i s t i c  cont rol  over their

p r o du c t io n.  O w i n g  to the c a p i t a l - i n t e n s i v e  natur e of 

their pr o d u c t i o n ,  small p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  are r el y i n g  on 

formal credi t i n s t it u ti o n s,  be they c o m m e r c i a l  banks 

an d/ o r state credt i ins tit uti on s, to f i na n c e their

op er a ti o n s,  a l t h o u g h  sma ll e r farms are also tied, through  

info rma l credit ne tworks, to some of the bi g farms for 

cred it in Kind, as well as re l yi ng  on i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

credit. M o d e r n  p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g ,  with its a d v a n c e d

p r o d u c t i v e  forces, has c r e a te d the basis for a c c u m u l a t i o n  

and expansio n,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  for the big p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  

and is t u r n i n g  them into fully f le d g e d  c a pi t a l i s t  

f armer s .

As r eg ard s the ric e- f ar m e rs ,  they too have been

li nke d more t i g h tl y into the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  econo mi c

sy st e m than ever before. The a do p t io n  of d o u bl e  c r op p i ng  

and the t e c h n o l o g i c a l  p ac k a g e  wh ic h comes with the "green 

re v o l u t i o n "  m ean s that mos t of their inputs have an

in du s t r i a l  or i g in  and are su p p li e d  al mo s t e n t i r e l y  by

o ve r se a s  pr o d u c e r s .  However, c o m p a r e d  wi t h the

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  sector, the r i c e - f a r m e r s  are o p e r a t i n g  at 

a di st i n c t  d i s a d v a n t a g e  for the reaso n that the price of 

their  p r o d u c e  is c o n s t a n t l y  m a i n t a i n e d  at a low level so 

as to hold down u rb an wages; at the same time, w orl d  

p r i ce s  for th eir inputs are ri si ng  fast er than rice 

prices. As a co ns eq u en c e , p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  has at t r ac t e d  

more capi ta l into it and there seems to be a tr en d for
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more r i c e - f a r m e r s  wit h enough  capi ta l to give up 

g r a d u a l l y  r i c e - f a r m i n g  and to turn to p o u l t r y - r a i s i n g  

i n s t e a d .

S eco nd ly , those in Theparaj who have b ee n  m ost  able 

to take a d v a n t a g e  of the e x p a n d i n g  m a r k e t  for 

p o u l t r y - p r o d u c t s  are those who have a c c u m u l a t e d  capital 

from their m e r c a n t i l e  and/or m o n e y l e n d i n g  and m i l l i n g  

ac ti vi tie s, a p a r a l l e l  so me wh a t  to what has h a p p e n e d  at 

the w i d e r  level, w h e r e b y  fi na nci al and m e r c h a n t  

c a p i t a l i s t s  have, since the i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  drive, 

c h a n n e l l e d  th eir  in v es t m e n t  into a v a r i e t y  of new 

i n d u st r i al  en t e r p r i s e s .  A mo n g  Theparaj p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s , 

these e x - m e r c h a n t s - c u m - m o n e y l e n d e r s  or m i l l e r s  have thus 

been able to e xp l o i t  the a d v a n c e d  p r o d u c t i o n  forces, as 

well as h i r e d  labour, to create for t h e m s e l v e s  a basis 

for fu r th e r  a c c u m u l a t i o n  and re i nv e s tm e n t.  On the other 

hand, small p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s , w hos e b a c k g r o u n d s  are 

in va r i a b l y  ro o t e d  in r i c e - f ar m i ng ,  have e n t e r e d  into the 

new b u s i n e s s  on a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  basis. Their 

a bil it y to a c c u m u l a t e  and e xpa nd  their p ro d u c t i o n s ,  

c i r c u m s c r i b e d  by the fact that they are s u b j e c t e d  to the 

m e r c a n t i l e  co nt ro l of some big farms t h ro u g h i n d e b t e d n e s s  

and a g r e e m e n t s  c o v e r i n g  the sale of their eggs.

Third ly,  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of new t e c h n o l o g y  in rice 

c u l t i v a t i o n  and of m o d e r n  p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  has had crucial 

d i s t r i b u t i v e  ef fe cts  on Theparaj v il lag e society. The 

gap b e t w e e n  the rich and poor in the vi l l a g e  has 

u n d o u b t e d l y  wi de ne d, and is w i d e n i n g  still, d e s pi t e  the 

fact that the poor are not ne c e s s a r i l y  p o o r e r  in ab so lu te
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terms. W he n  ac cou nt  is ta ke n of va ri ou s i n d ic a t or s such 

as access to the means of prod uct ion , wealth, income, 

e d u c a t i o n  and m a r r i a g e  pa tterns, a s y s t em a t ic  pa t t e r n  of 

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  among h o u s e h o l d s  in the v i l l a g e  seems to 

be eme rging. S t a n d i n g  out are those at the top and 

b o t t o m  of the s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  scale; i.e. w hi l e  half of 

the h o u s e h o l d s  earn their living by sel li n g th eir labour, 

the big p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  assume the role of farm managers, 

o p e r a t i n g  their farms on a hi gh ly c a p i t a l i z e d  basis and 

make full use of w ag e labour. However, as

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  is still in the p ro ces s of d e v e l o p i n g  and 

unfo ldi ng , r e lat ion s,  bo th  c a p it a li st  and n o n- c a p it a l is t ,  

are o v e r l a p p i n g  and ta n gl e d  up in a com p l ex  manner. Any 

att em p t to c a t e g o r i z e  h o u s e h o l d s  in Theparaj v i ll a g e  into 

c l e a r- c ut  c l ass es turns out to be at best premature.  

Many h o u s e h o l d s  in the v i ll a ge  assume s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  

d i f f e r e n t  pl ac e s  in the co mp le x scheme of p r o d u c t i o n  

r e l a ti o ns  and may be lan downers, tenants, fami ly farm

o p e r at o rs  (in their c ap a c it y as p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s ), and

reg ul a r e m p l o y e r s  of wage labour (in their ca p a c i t y  as 

r i c e - f a r m e r s ).

The d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  that has taken pl ace since the

a d o p t i o n  of d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  and p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  seems to 

be of a d i f f e r e n t  c h a r a c t e r  than the d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  that 

e x i s t e d  p r e v i o u s l y .  In the e a r l i e r  period,

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  took pl ac e in c o nd i t i o n s  of econo mi c  

in sta bi li t y , of a low t e c h n o l o g i c a l  level, low output, 

f l u c t u a t i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  and fr eq ue nt crop failures. 

Ac ce s s to land was al rea dy  unequa l from the first days of
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the v il l a g e  es t a b l i s h m e n t ,  as a small numbe r of 

h o u s e h o l d s  were able to claim more land than the rest, 

with their p o s s e s s i o n  of slave labour. Over the years, 

the p r o b l e m s  of un eq ual  access to land was c o m p o u n d e d  by 

the i n c r e a s i n g  f r e qu e n cy  for m e r ch a n ts  and m o n e y l e n d e r s  

to d i s p o s s e s s  i n de b t e d  h o u s e h o l d s  that were faced with

s uc c e s s i v e  crop failures, adve rs e m a r k e t  conditions,  

u n e x p e c t e d  m i s f o r t u n e s ,  etc., aided by the e x i s te n ce  of 

land t r a n s a c t i o n s  on the part of those who c oul d afford  

to buy it. However, no m a rk e d  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of land 

o w n e r s h i p  seems to have d e v e l o p e d  in T h e p a r a j , alt h o ug h  

land o w n e r s h i p  had always r em a in e d  unequal, the trend 

be i n g  c o u n t e r e d  by the p r a c t i c e  of land d i v i s i o n  thro ug h  

in h e r i t a n c e  and p o s s i b l y  by the fact that those who could 

a c c u m u l a t e  land te nd e d to deri ve their main income from 

sourc es other than land.

In contrast, the a g ra ri a n d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  of the 

p r e s e n t  day seems to be taking  place in c o n d i t i o n s  of 

ec on o m ic  pr o s p e r i t y ,  of a high t e c h n o l o g i c a l  level, high 

output, i m p r o v e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  and 

e x t e n s i o n  se rv ice s and of the i n c r e as i n g a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  credit. A l t h o u g h  m e r c h a n t s  are still 

r e l i ed  on for credit in ki nd  and po or e r r i c e - f a r m e r s  have 

to de p e nd  on them for other  forms of credit as well, land 

m o r t g a g i n g  w ith  p ri v a t e  m o n e y l e n d e r s  and land loss

th ro u gh  i n d e b t e d n e s s  seem to be things of the past and

have la rg el y cea s ed  to exist. As capit al has be c o me  an 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t an t  d e t e r m i n a n t  in the succ es s of

p r e s e n t - d a y  a gr i c ul t u re ,  b o r r o w i n g  still goes on
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ex ten si v el y ,  even more than before, but farme rs  are able 

to repay their degbt and chron ic  i n d e b t e d n e s s  is now a 

rare oc c ur r a nc e.  At the same time, the gr e a t e r  demand 

for labo ur  in ge ne r a l has r e s u l t e d  in b e t t er  pay for the 

w a g e - l a b o u r i n g  hou s eh o l ds . N e ve r t he l e ss ,  the gap b e t w e en  

the rich and po or  in Theparaj has be co me  c o n s i d e r a b l y  

wi der  since the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  and 

p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  and future p r o s p e c t s  do not ap pe a r  very 

p r o m i s i n g  for the poor.

Wh i l e  the w e a l t h y  big p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  c o nt i n u e to 

e x p a n d  th ei r o pe r a t i o n s  and have becom e

m u l t i - m i l l i o n a i r e s ,  the m a j o r i t y  of the w a g e - l a b o u r i n g  

h o u s e h o l d s  are f i n d in g  that they are b e t t e r  off in 

a bs o lu t e  terms as a result of d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  and the 

g ro w i n g  p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  bu si ne ss.  However, at the same 

time they also find that they have to co n t e n d  wi t h  ri si ng  

costs of livin g and a d d it i on a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  items such as 

h o u s e - s i t e  rent and food w hi c h  were once a v a i l a b l e  free 

of charge, that rice field w o r k e r s  have to seek work in 

other areas while those who are too old or too we ak  to do 

so find t h e m s e l v e s  h a v i n g  to sc rat ch  out their livi ng  in 

slack p e r i o d s  from m at -w e a v i n g ,  fishing, etc., and to 

w or k  more hour s to make ends meet. They are also faced 

w ith  the thr e at s of i n c r e a s i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n  for wor k from 

ou tsi de  labourer s,  of wa ges  b e in g  r e d u c e d  when  

r i c e - f a r m e r s  get low pr ic e s  for their rice, and p er h a ps  

the most d r e a d e d  th re at  of all is the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of 

c o m b i n e - h a r v e s t e r s  into the area, wh ic h  w o u l d  d r a s t i c a l l y  

reduce their job o p p o r tu n i ti e s . Their c o u n t e r p a r t s  in
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the p o u l t r y - f a r m s  are also e arn ing  their li vin g with 

wa ge s  that b a r e l y  enable them  to subsist.

As for r i c e - f a r m i n g  hous eh old s, p o o r e r  ones find 

t h e m s e l v e s  o p e r a t i n g  at very high costs of p r o d u c t i o n

since they have to rely on pri va t e m o n e y l e n d e r s  for

h i g h - i n t e r e s t  loans, w hil e the p ri ces  of th ei r inputs

tend to in cr ea se fast er than rice prices. This not only 

ma kes  them mo re v u l n e r a b l e  to adve rs e c o n d i t i o n s  than 

their ri ch er  co u nt e r p a r t s ,  but it often res u l ts  in them 

w o r k i n g  ha rd e r  and longer hours than t hei r riche r  

co un t er p a r ts .  F u r t h e rm o r e,  those who are t e n a n t s  have to 

face an i n c r e a s i n g  p o s s i b i l i t y  of e v i c t i o n  as highe r  

p r o f i t a b i l i t y  of rice and p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g  has in cr e as e d  

the te nd e n c y  for local la nd o wn e r s to d e m a n d  the land back 

for their own o p e r a t i o n  while the s o ar i n g land value 

tempts many o wn ers  to sell off their land alt oge t he r .

Howe ver , the i n c r e a s i n g  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  does not 

n e c e s s a r i l y  lead to a grea te r c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of land

ow ner sh ip.  D es p i t e  the fact that d o u b l e - c r o p p i n g  has

r e s u l t e d  in i n c r e a s i n g  w e a l t h  and p r o s p e r i t y  am on g the 

b e t t e r - o f f  f a rm e r s w ho have access to cheap er  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  cr ed it s and to other be n e f i t s  p r o v i d e d  by 

the state, wh i le  a nu mb er  of tenants have b e e n able to 

ac qu i re  land th r o u g h  purc has e,  the e x i s t e n c e  of the 

a l t e rn a t iv e ,  mo re  p r o f i t a b l e  b us i n e s s  of p o u l t r y - f a r m i n g , 

w h i c h  re q u i r e s  a muc h sma l l er  amount of land, seems to 

m i l i t a t e  a ga i ns t  the t re n d  t o war ds mo re  land

c on c en t r a t i o n .  But in the past four years, there has 

also been a ra p id  e x p a n s i o n  of big p o u l t r y - f a r m s  wh ich
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has led to more  land be i n g bo ug ht  by them. If this rate 

of e x p a n s i o n  con tin ue s,  then there mi gh t  occur a 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of land o w n e r s h i p  in the ha nds of the few 

big p o u l t r y - f a r m  owners  in the future. As of now, the 

tend enc y,  w h i c h  has a l re a d y taken place, has been for the 

share of land ow ne d by abs en t ee  la n d o w n e r s  to decli ne  

w hil e the share of locally owned  land has increased.

F ou r t hl y ,  as capi tal  and credit have be c o me  an 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  d e t e r m i n a n t  of suc c es s  in both

p o u l t r y  and r ic e - fa m i ng ,  the p o s s e s s i o n  or lack of

capi tal  asset s and the d i f f e r e n t i a l  access to credit at 

p r e s e n t  fe at ur e p r o m i n e n t l y  in the village rs ' concern, in 

their t h i n k i n g  as well as in their p e r c e p t i o n  of others. 

For instance, w a g e - l a b o u r e r s  are d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from 

othe rs not only by the s e ll i n g of their l abo ur to others 

but also by the fact that they are w i t h o u t  capital 

assets. R i c e - f a r m i n g  te nan ts  now see credit a v a i l a b i l i t y  

as their f o r e m o s t  pr oblem, and not land rent as before. 

R i c e - f a r m e r s  in gener al  o ft en c at e g or i z e t h e m s e l v e s  by 

their r e l a t i v e  in d e p e n d e n c e  fro m p r iv a t e

m e r c h a n t s - c u m - c r e d i t o r s . As such, their  feeli ng s of 

a n t a g o n i s m  or d e p e n d e n c e  tend to be more int e n se  towards  

the latter c o m p a r e d  w ith  t o war ds landowners, a lt h o u g h  the 

fact that r e c e n t l y  some la n do w n er s  have be g u n  to de man d  

lump sum p a y m e n t s  as p r e - c o n d i t i o n  for la nd r e nt i n g , may 

also d i r ec t  i n c r e a s i n g  c r i ti c i s ms  a ga i ns t la ndowners. 

With re g ar d  to the p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s , the mo s t  frequ en t

c o m p l a i n t  of small p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  is ag a i n s t  the low 

p ri c e s  of eggs th&y rec e iv e  from c r e d i t o r s - c u m - m e r c h a n t s ;
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wh ile  big p o u l t r y - f a r m e r s  th em s e lv e s  are not t r ou b l ed  by 

the cr edi t p r o b l e m  at all, but are c o n c e r n e d  pr i m a r i l y  

abou t the ma r k et  c o n d i t i o n s  of their produce.

As re g ar d s  the elite and mass r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wh ich 

have be en d e s c r i b e d  in terms of p a t r o n - c 1 ient ties, they 

have by no me ans  r e m a i n e d  static but have also c han ged  

wi th the c h a n g i n g  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  the local c o m mu n i ty  

and the wi d e r  society. In the p i o n e e r i n g  years of 

Thep ara j,  w he n  c on t a ct s  with the o uts ide  w o r l d  were 

limited, local p a t r o n s  we re  s i gn i f i c a n t  w i e l d e r s  of power 

in their area, their p o s i t i o n  be in g d e f i n e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  

by their a b i l i t y  to p r o v i d e  the vital p r o t e c t i o n  and 

r e s o u r c e s  n e c e s s a r y  for su rv iva l in p r e v i o u s l y  u n s e t t l e d  

lands. P a t r o n - c l i e n t  r e l a ti o ns  were p e r s o n a l i s t i c  in

nature, c o u c h e d  in p a t e r n a l i s t i c  and re c i p r o c a l

i d e o l o g i c a l  forms and we re  further r e i n f o r c e d  by

m o r a l l y - d e f i n e d  c o m m u n i t y  values. Th e ir  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

g r a d u a l l y  took on a d i f f e r e n t  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  the

i n c r e a s i n g l y  di re c t  impact that the state and the mar k et  

s ys t e m  came to have on v i l l a g e  society. Over the years, 

the state has a s s u m e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  over many aspec ts of 

the villager s'  liv el iho od , the e x p a n d i n g  m a r k e t  re l a ti o n s  

have r e s u l t e d  in m e r c h a n t s  and m o n e y l e n d e r s  who are based  

o ut s i de  the vi l l a g e  to em er g e as i n c r e a s i n g l y  im po r t an t  

sourc es of land and credit, while  the ranks of the

lan dl e s s have b uil t up. Thes e have c o n t r i b u t e d  to the

d e p e r s o n a l i z a t i o n  of p a t r o n - c l i e n t  r e l a t i o n s  and the

gr ad u a l d i s s o l u t i o n  of the m o r a l l y - d e f i n e d  r e l a t i on sh i ps .  

In time, the patrons' p o s i t i o n s  are no longer de f i n e d  by
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their pe r s o n a l  w e a l t h  per se, but by their a bil it y to 

m e d i a t e  w i th  state o f f i ci a ls  and by their a bi l it y  to gain 

acces s to out s i de  se rvi ce s be c au s e  p r e v i o u s  so ur ce s of a 

p at r o n ' s  p owe r are now e xt ern al  to the community; 

credit, b as ic social welfare, schoolin g, variou s  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  services, and p r o t e c t i o n  now come from the 

state, the police, as well as c o mm e r ci al  banks. In

rece nt years a nu m be r of vil la g er s  have even become 

d ire ct  clients of those o uts id e agencies w i t h o u t  need ing  

any m e d i a t i o n  from the patrons. However, outside

g r o u pi n gs  c o n ti nu e  to be cultivated, for despi te  a 

de cl i ne  in one as pe c t  of p a t r o n - c l i e n t  relat io ns,  the 

re cen t d yn a mi c s  of e l e c t o ra l  po l it i c s seems to have 

b o o s t e d  the p o l i t i c a l  role of the pat r o ns  in de l iv e r i n g  

the vote of the rural masses. But the p r e s e n t  form of 

p a t r o n - c l i e n t  r e l a t i o n s  reta in s little of the tr a d it i o n a l  

m o r al e  aspect. Instead, the r e l a t i o n s h i p  has come to be 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  imbu ed  w i t h a h i ghl y m a r k e t - o r i e n t e d  logic.

The past four deca de s have w i t n e s s e d  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  

in Theparaj wh i c h  have been both ma ss i v e and rapid. The 

future changes that are in store for Thepa raj  over the 

next four de c ad e s  may well prove even greater, when (or 

if) the g o v e r n m e n t ' s  "Eastern S ea b o ar d  D e v e l o p m e n t  

P r o g ra m m e"  is c a r r ie d  out in full. The P r ogr am me

d e s i g n a t e s  that areas c ov er i ng  C h a c h o e n g s a o , C ho l b ur i  and 

R ay o n g  p r o v i n c e s  will be "given all sup p o rt  m ea s u r e s  to 

grow into an a l t e r n a t i v e  to Ba ng k o k as an in d u s t r i a l  and 

c om m e r c i a l  compl ex " (Thai G o v e r n m e n t  P r o m o t i o n  Brochure, 

undated). In C h a c h o e n g s a o  in pa rti cu lar , a g r o - i n d u s t i e s
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i nc l u d i n g  in p a r t i c u l a r  aba ttoirs, an im al  feed

m a n u f a c t u r e s ,  m e a t - p r o c e s s i n g , etc., will be e s t a b l i s h e d  

and a rail link will c on nec t it with the n o r t h e a s t  , 

b y p a s s i n g  B a n g k o k  itse lf (The B a n g k o k  Post An nu al  

Sup ple m en t ,  31 D e c e m b e r  1982). If this pl an is car r ie d  

out to the letter, Th eparaj may be t u r n e d  into an area 

d o m i n a t e d  by l a r g e - s c a l e  p o u l t r y - f a r m s  and re l at ed  

i n d us t r ie s  or it may, like Bang Chan, be e n g u l f e d  by the 

o p p r e s s i v e  citi es of Ba n g k o k  and Cho lburi. W h i c h e v e r  way 

it turns out to be, it is almos t ce r ta i n  that further 

d i f f e r e n t i a l t i o n  and p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  will feature 

p r o m i n e n t l y  a mon g the c on seq ue nce s.
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B I B L I O G R A P H Y  

A r c h i v e  Do cu m en t s

M a t e r i a l s  in the N a ti o n al  Ar c hi ve s  of Thail an d,  

Ba n g k o k  are gi ve n i d e n t i f y i n g  codes. A t yp i c al  code is 

as f o l l o w s ;

NA 5, K 9.2/4.

Here, NA stands  for "National A r chi ves ",  5 indicates  

that the d o c u m e n t  is from the Fifth Re ign (Rama V) of the 

B a n g k o k  era, K r e p r e s e n t s  the M i n i s t r y  of A g r i c u l t u r e  

(K a s e t ), and the a c c o m p a n y i n g  numbers to s p ec i f i c  series 

and files w i t h i n  the genera l c l a ss i f ic at i on .

M a n u s c r i p t s  c o n s u l t e d  for this thesis have the 

f o l l o w i n g  "mi ni s tr y "  codes: Ag - A g r i c u l t u r e  (K a s e t , not

yet r e c l a s s i f i e d ) ; K - A g r i c u l t u r e  ( c l a s s i f i e d ) ; M - 

In te r i or  (M a h a a d t h a i ); and D - D am ro n g (the note s of 

Princ e D a m r o n g  Ra j a nu b h ap ,  in Thai "so b o ". In some 

cases the code does not refer to a spec ifi c m i n i s t r y  and 

here they are w r i t t e n  out in full; e.g. " pe tit io ns"  and 

"special regis te r" .

N e w p a p e r s  and P er i o d i c a l s

Ar th i t  (in Thai, weekly)

The B a n g k o k  Post An nu a l  S u p p l em en t  

B u s i n e s s  in T h a i l a n d  (monthly)

Khao C h a t u r a t  (in Thai, weekly)

The N a t i o n  R e v i e w  (daily)

The Riew Thai (in Thai, weekly)

Thai N i k o r n  (in Thai, weekly)
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