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1. Abstract.
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AL ~ JUNALYD /iééﬁﬁ o
S S Y . T

A STUDY O A THIRD/NINTﬂ
CHIMMURY MYSTIC
With an
LDITEON and ANNOTAMNED TRANSLATION
OF HIS WRITINGS.

Tals work branches into three different tasks:

l. Stud, of al-Junayd, Mystic of the
Third Century, (9th Century A.D.).

]

vy < g s - -
Bdition of hig Rasdil, (Letters).

5. Translation of the Rasail.

1. SYUDL OF AL-JUNAYD,

Up to the present a separste study on al-Junayd hasg
not been undertaken, although his personality and his thoughts
are outstanding in Islamic Mysticism, as everyone who is

versed in this subject is bound to know.

If the study of Helld], & pupil of Junayd, has
attracted tne attention of Orientalists - to mention Massignon
remarkable studlies -~ it 1ls an obvious task to shed light on
a personallity whicn has lurgely formed the ideas of succeeding
mystics, one of whom was Halldj. A debailed study of Junayd
reveals that he has been the central thinker of carly Islamic
Mysticiem and tnat his ldeas are mucn more balsnced, well-
srounded and sysbematbtic than winat is known of the thouzhts of

nis pupil Halla].
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2.

Thus 1n the first part, devoted to Junayd's
personality and life, T have tried to draw o picture of
his origins, his enviromment, his studies, his way of trading,
and his style as a writer; also of hls teachers, his friends,
and nis pupils reyresenting the SGfi School of Bazhddd.
X have given a critical survey of Junayd's writings,
preserved and not preserved, sifting the works attributed to
nim and separating all those thut are genuinely his from

-k

tae pseudo-epigrapha.

In the second part I have tried to give the main
doctrines which form the system of Junsyd for the first time
1,

from his original writings, so that the result I wos able

4o

to achleve may mean a nsw conbribution to the study of

Islamic Mysticism.

2. BDLTION OF JUNAYD'S RASAIL.

I have triecd to edit the text of the Raéﬁil from

the manuscript, correctbing it wanere nece.sary. It was a
difficult task asg the author writes a rather enigmatic style,
sometimes not easy to understand. Junayd, in fact, speaks a
speclial longuage, often trying to hide the mesning. He writes
in an elevated esoteric style which ig difficult to follow until
one bhecoumes accustomed to it. One has to be well~resd in

wystical literature to comprehend it.
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3. TRAVWSLATION OF T RASAIL.

but tite most difficult of all the tasks has been
to put suchh a test into Tnglish - an Snglisn that would make
sense. Confronted by this staggering difficulty, I have
tried witn all wmy strength and sccording to my ability, to do
my best to put these seventeen risals into Tinglish, and to
make the reader comprehend the thoushts without losing, at
the same tlwme, the atmospnere and Tthe epirit. For this
reason L nave gometimes given a free treanmsgletion. Sometimes
I had to supplement o few words. I have made only the most
necessary notes in order not to disturb thne reader, nor to

interrupt tine sequence of the language.

s

ALl Hassan ibhdel-Keder.
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THPRODUCTLON .

Baghddd, in the Third Century of the Hijra,s(Nich

Century A.D.) had already underoone various evolutions -

social, economic, political and also spiritual. Many contacts

i)

With earlier civili ations had been made in the preceeding
'éenturies in this metTOpolis, and 1in this century these manifdld
contacts were to ripen in every sphere of culture. fThis
became evident in the spiritual field, in Theology,

Jurisprudence, Philniogyg Literature and Philosophy.

Many movemunts mdde thelr appearance in the pdnorama
% i 0f the abe. We may think - ho pOlLtLOalMSOCJal gphere -
&Lﬂ&b the babkélound o; £ Elourlbning, refined and wealthy
socilety based on & wide- flung trade, of the soocial unrest of
the lowest cldqs, ﬁhe>gggi ~ the slaves of B@sr‘ - in 264;”éndj
of the rellblous and equallbarlun revolt of the Carmth ansAin

2'78 L]

k2 ' In the religious sphere a new movement came into the

foreground; the Wystical School of Baghdsd.

ig This School shows a particulsr character among the other:
Sufi schools of the age. It has three characteristics Whigh
distingaish it from all the other Sufi schools: ghabﬂ-moveffJOJLI

(Uberschwang); Ibida - adoration of God; and Lisd@n - tongue,

. eloguence. (1)

(l\ J’&"Q‘J‘ﬁ‘g"\fﬂ%} wﬁﬁﬁ‘ L,f'})@-' Lx,cjt o;w‘ r/L,,J‘ Jﬁ}\ ;}@’f"
i\ D J\MB‘ \g{’"’ \@ﬁ;r PYRVEE IR FM‘ @»\,ﬂs\&ﬁ\
- AbTTL Mah&&nn, maaum. V.3,p.169.
. &J%\m«n gﬁ’éﬂ@)lj 4 Lﬁty@*&bh’\- ﬁﬁ‘ ¢ f‘rL"'Bb 0_9%“}‘ :

o b,,umm:y"u, P':].-OQ‘,
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Bven at this early time we find in the literature that the

School of Baghdiéd as a school held particular views on some
mysbtical questions distincet friom other Sufi schools, especially
the oune of Khorasan with which they were in continuous

discussion. (1)

This religious School became widely important and
had a profound influence. It began its questioning on God and
man afresh, putting great gbress on personal experience, thué;
shaling every egtéblished,trédition&l concept ~ shaking, and
at the ssme timé vivifying Islamic Tradition and lifting it to

new ethical and visionary planes.

The Sufi School of Baghdéad which has ralsed and
sublimated the ethical ideals and the innermost feelings of
Hoslem religlous spirit to its loftiest height, has not been

sufficiently explorad.

With the discovery of new noterial new regegrch-work
on some aspects of the School became posgsible, and scholars

like Massignon, Wicnolson, R.Hartmann, Arberry and
/

argeret Smith, made notable contributions.

i3

Yet an orilginal document of the School, a work of

AF

AU 17" QBsim al Junayd was discovered not very long ago, but
has not yet been studied thoroughly. Junayd - as we will sce
was bthe heart and centre of the Baghdadi School in the Third

Century, and the more we study this personality, the more we

w

. . .. . .o o)
(1) Vel e\l 24N 0,

Bushayri, p.d9.




shed light on the Sufi School of Baghdad in particular, and

on the bheginnings of Sufism in general.

In these pages we shall endeavour to give a picture

of al Junayd, his doctrine and his personality, on the basis
off the originsl gsourcesg, with an edition and btranslation of

thesge writings of his.

SURVEY OF OUR SOURCES.

fnd

Lt would be very nelpful for the study of al-Junayd's

life and doctrine, if the two original books written by his

. . s e e, e P R
two intimste disciples - Tabagadbt an Nugsak by AbL Sald sl-irdbhi

e —-‘ - e —: o " ‘ o L ™ s -
and Hiksyat al-Awliya by Muhammad Jefar al-Khuldl, were gtill

in our possession.

I

o

oy - s VT o S SR ¢ ] : W by 2 A - : S e :
IBN AL ARABL: Abu Sald Ahmad- ibn #uhammad ibn 4iyad ibn Bishr

ibn a1~£rébi, was born in;Bagra, but eventually settled down
in Mecc@ Wnere he died at the high age of 94; in 341. He was 
~a traditionalist and jurist, butbt at the same time he was a
Swfi. During his stay in‘Baghdéd,-before he came to Mécca,
he lived in the eirclekof the Baghdadl Sufis and wasg 8 discipla

of Junayd, Qeliénisi, and Amr sl-Makki. (1)

Leter on, when he lived in Mecca, he was the Sheykh
al~Haram, the leading scholar in the Holy Land. From Iecca -
the centre of the Pilgrimage - where he tought for more than

thirty years, he spread not only the Hadith in which he was

(1) Abu Hubym, Hilyat el-Awliyd) v.10.p.375.

Ibn al-Imad, Shadharst, v.2, D.354.

e e T T




widely read,but also the esotoric teachings and way of +the

Mystics which he had expérieneed~in the School of Baghdgd.
Many'of the contemporary scholars who came to Meccn as pilgrims;
in particulax thoselfrom Africa and Spain, heard him and |
became his disciples.

It is known that the firgt book on the Hadith which |

PR YRSRNRE. .- < >-.

reached Cordova in Spain was the Kitab as-Sunan of AbU DAwTd

al-Bisrl (died 275). The scholars from Cordova received this
) ‘J' ) oy K € m o o
Important book through AbT Said al-iArabl, who had been a

disciple of bl Dawdd. (1)

Scholars from Spain and‘ﬁfrica also took Abu said's
oﬁn books back to their howme . countries. Probably ofher sufi
bobks algo reached the Westérn ISlamio world through the
mediation of AbT Sald in Meeca. In any case, the new mysﬁicalf:
thoughbs of - the Kasgtern parts first became known in the disfanﬁf

west, via Mecca, through this grest Shaykh.
2 .9 tﬁ N

By this route the ﬁoroﬁuof philosophy appears to have
been carried from contemporary Baghddd, via Mecca and the
Pilgrimage, to Bpain, where very lively discussions amongs?b
scholars on all the issues of thought and doctrine at stake,

arose in consequence. (2)

. . S o . e . .
it appears that AbU 82Id ibn al-Arebi was an authority

on al-Junayd whose spiritual leadership he gratefully

(1) Al-fenbihi, ¥ihrist p.286 £f.

T __ - ) ! . x A - /
(2) Cf. Asis Palacios, Obrasg Hscogldas I, p.40.
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aclknowledged. He
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-

sald in his Tabag8t an Nussdk,-quoted by

Makkl - after giving the names of various mystics, " the last

of these mystics was al-Junayd - and no one after him is worth

mentioning. (1)

Of this imporbtant book -~ Tabaghlt an Wussdk - meny

fregments have been preserved in the booksg of the following

generatlon, as we

shall see. (2)

(1} Qit al-Qulib,

(2} OF-ADT Said's

mostly in the

A1-Tghbiti in

Kitéab al-

Vel, DAL,

other works, the titles have been vreserved
Spanish 1iL rature .

hig E}Qgist mentlons:

ikat1@a £1 dhikr al-fagr wa'l Ghind.

XKitab al-

ilh]as Wer Ma T ant Lim Sl-BAgin .

Kitab iguuls&r ab-Tariqg.

Kitadbh al-Mahabba.

Kitab sag-sabr wal Tagabbur.

Kitabh al-‘Unmr Wa‘sh~8hayb,A

Kitab Mal

TN T T T s
CO~ O\ o po B2
Rl W VL N

ani az-zuhd wa'l iag@latu £ihi.
Kitab Tabaudlt an Musssk. o

(Fihrist p.284.)

e ) e b g oL

Ibn al-Imad mentiong:

[¥=AO=ENN

e — Py \ ~ T -y - . . Ji P
(9} Xitab TarIikh al-Bagra. (Shaduardt, p.354.)

Sarraj in Lum& gilives us an extract of a book of his:

(10)Kithb al-Wejd. (Tamel p.310 ~ 914.)

Brockelmann nas

menulon ed only two work
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AL KHULDI: Abu Muhammad Jafar ibn Nussyr ibn sl-gfsim al- T

Egawwag al-Baghdadl almgﬁpldi who was. born in 252, and who
died in 348, also started his eareer as & traditlonalist, and
later on turned to SGfism. He uged his training in sifting
and viriting the Tradition for collecting the sayings and
anecdotes of the famous Sufils of his time. He saidi- " Had I
not turned to the $ﬁfié I would have get before you the

Traditions of the Prophet from all around the world."™ (1)

He was a native of Baghdad and a very intimate pupil’
of al-Junayd. He reccrded the life and seyings of al-Junayd
and, through him, we learn much of what ig known about Saqeti

and his teacher al-Karkpi,

e . - g ey
1t seems that his work Hikdyat al-Awliys, wss very

well~known in Bazshded as a remarkable book. It wos sald:-

" The people of Baghdad say: ' The wondetrs of the world are

three, the ilegoric utterances of Shibli (ighdrst), the Mystical
subtleties (Aphorisme - nukat] of el-Murteigh, and the Stories

MR A Bk it

SRS - Sy

: - % I o S - 23 e o
These two oubtstanding books, Abu Sald al-Ardbil'g

< - " s . & + - - e o et e - & - ':«p . : -‘:
Tabagdt an Nugsak and Jafer al-Khuldi's Hikayat al-Aiwliys, have.
been very highly valued and have been in the hands of very many

readers from generabtion to generation. IL we Lollow np the

(1) AL-KhatIb, Tarikh Baghddd, v.7, p.227.

et

(2) sulami, Tabagdt fol. 80a.,
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Links and stages of loter literature we can trace these two

‘books as the original sources from which all later writers
have directly or indirectly drawn thelr materisl - andto which

nearly all we know of the great Sufis and theilr period

-

ultimately goes back,

T . . . R - P
Both personalities, al-Airabl and sl-Khuldil, as they

were themselves classgical traditionalists, were considered ss

most trustworthy and outstanding by all later suthors,
traditionalists as well as hilstorians. Andin fact, both thesel
-gfeaﬁ Shaykhs had been reared and moulded in the personal Sphere
of al-Junayd and seem to have beén impressed by the discipline
of nis mind and by his spirit. 8o we have a right to consider

them as adequabte authorlties and genuine sources of himself,

his ecircle and his time.

Although we have to regret the losg of these two
books in a later age, we still have many fragments of thewm in

works of their direct pupils, and also of later writers

available for our subject.

AS SARRAJ: Abd Nasr “Abdullsh ibn‘4li as Sarrsj at Tusi,

kg -3 . Nl ) . 2. 3 da v _{‘ "'- «wy s .
(died 378) the suthor of the Kitab al Lums £i at Tasawwuf, was

- wa - € : - or e . \ e e
a direct disciple of Jafer al-Khuldl. In this book we find that
he took many facts about Junayd from the moubth of Khuldi, and in
addition he used his books. He expresses this in his work

Lumg, as for instance at a place where he refers Lo his close




VIIT.

relation to Khuldi in these words:- " I have heard him and

have read it out to him." (1)

4
This important book has fortunstely survived and we
owe its publication to Nicholson (1914) and to' Arberry (1947)

who completed it with ilmportent newly discovered fragments.

- s a s —— IR . -
Sarraj in his Kitab al-Lums, gives us an original

and ample account of Junayd's teachings and sayings, and of

his relations to contemporary Sufis.

What is of particular value in this book is that We
find in it material which we meet nowhere else. Some of tﬁe Q;
‘mdré ésotéric elements of Junayd's letters are preserved in
this worlk only - it scems ﬁhat later writers were reluctant

to gilve them to the pubiic,

S50 this book is of first-rate ilmportance for our stu@j

AL MAKKI: Abu Telib Muhemmad ibn Ali ibn Atiya al-Makki, who

. . s . ' N e - - - -+~ S L ——'
died in 380, the author of the Kitab Qut al-fulidd £i Mudmaldt

I - \ s . Y - . N -
al-Manblb, was a direct disciple of Abu Sald al-AiArabl. He

et b VAT Bl

ceme from Jibal and was brought up in Mecca from where he came

to Baghdad and to Besra, where he met his other principal

teacher 4bU'l Hasan ibn S&lem al-Bagri.

Makki in his book Qit al-5ulfb drew much material

. ) . e L A
about Junayd from his teacher AbU Saild al-Arabi.

(1) Sarraj, Lums p.251
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Zhat

<hatlb says about MalkkI, that iﬂ>hiS book he said mah&i
extravagant things about the Divinity which made people turn -
their backs on him. (1) Yet MakkI in his book was truly

inspired and wrote what came from his hesart. We moy say that
this book is a deeply touching and personal WOTK-Of mystical
art, expressing the most sincere experiences and feelings of
,1%s author. It is, in our opinion, & singular ¥ document

humain® and one of the treasures of Arablc literature. Whatb

Khatlb sass gives, as we are aware, the opinion of a member of

the Orthodox Sunni School, which does. not quite do justice to .

al-Makkl.

h _ : L .
Al-Ghzall owed a great deal to Makki's book. In his

PR - - B, . — . o . .
Lhya he uses Malkkl's Qut al-Qulib taking Makki's ideas and ever

hig system, enlarging on them in his own wav.
) oD o

As regards our subject, this book gives us all the

2

genuine references about the teachings of Juneyd and his school,

and puts us back into thelr spiritual atmosphere.

AL KALABADHI: A contemporary of al-ilakki, Abfi Bakr Muhammad ibn’

Ishég al-Kal®badhi, is another important authority on early -
Sufism. THe do not know much about his life except that he was
a Hanafi jurist and died in Boechara in 38J. His book Kitdb ol

¢ O DR P S ' T 2 el TR S TR i
Taarruf 1i Madhdhib at Tagewwuf, which has been preserved, 1s 8.

hand-book which describes the principles and the spiritual

experiences of the Sufis. Its importance consists in its

Al

(1) Parikh Baghddd, v.3, p.89.
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