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ABSTRACT

This thesis presents a systematic description of the grammar 
of the Engenni language.

The first chapter gives a general introduction to the Engenni 
people and language and describes the linguistic model which is used 
for the analysis. The phonology of the language including the main 
features of the tonal system, and the transcription used in the 
thesis are outlined in Chapter Two.

Chapter Three describes the features of the largest unit in 
the grammar, the discourse. Chapter Four is an account of the 
sentence, and Chapters Five and Six an account of the clause.

Chapters Seven to Nine describe the three phrase classes. 
Chapter Seven is an account of the verbal phrase 5 Chapter Eight 
an account of the nominal phrase? and Chapter Nine an account of 
the adverbial phrase.

The major word classes are described in Chapter Ten, and 
the minor word classes in Chapter Eleven. Chapter Twelve contains 
an analysed text.

The thesis ends with a list of abbreviations, a bibliography 
and an index.
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chapter CMB
EWRODUCTI ON

1*0. The Engenni Peoplfi and Language
The Engenni people live in the Ahoada division of the Rivers

i;
State of Nigeria, They number approximately 10,000 (19&3 census).

rThey live in villages along the west bank of the Orashi river. The 
most northern village is Odau, one of a group of four villages known 
as Joinkramaf the most southern village is Opuogbogolo. The distance 
between the two villages is about 33 miles. To the south of the 
Engenni people live the Kalibari? to the south-west the Odual and 
Ogbia? to the north-west the Ijaw§ to the north the Oba| and to the 
east the Ekpeye.

The name Engenni (formerly c.ggric-) was first given to the clan 
by the Kalibari, but the meaning of the name is not known. It is now 
used as the name for the local administration area. Within the clan 
there are three subgroups. The northern group call themselves Ineduaj 
the middle group Ogua? and the southern group Ediro. Each subgroup 
has its own dialect. The differences between the Inedua and Ogua 
dialects are very slight. The Ediro dialect differs from the other 
two dialects in a number of lexical items, but the grammar and phonology 
are almost identical.

Today the Engenni people believe that their ancestors migrated
from Benin in the fifteenth century. According to Talbot (1926)̂
they are a branch of the Sobo subtribe of Edo. A section of the clan
moved away and settled in Yrhat is now Degema town. The Degema 

2language , though having a high number of cognates with Engenni, is 
no longer intelligible to the Engenni people.

1. For details of this and all other articles etc, referred to in this 
and the following chapter see Bibliography page 255*

2. Reference is made to the Degema language on page 105-
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Engenni is regarded "by Westcott (1962) as being a member of the
3Eda branch of the ICwa language group * Together with Epie and Degema 

it forms the subgroup Delta Edo.
The only work so far published on the Engenni language is a 

word list in 'Wordlists of Delta Edo' by K. Williamson and the author
of this thesis. The present work is therefore, as far as is known,
the first description of the Engenni language.
1.1. The Material for the Present Thesis

The dialect used for this thesis is Inedua. The principal 
informants were Mr. Mosaic Urugba and Rev. Reuben E. Oku, both residents 
of Xsua, Joinkramao

The material was gathered by the author and her colleague,
Miss J, Clevenger, from June 19&4 * March 19&7 w&il© they were living 
in Joinkrama, The work was carried out under the auspices of the 
West Africa Branch of the Summer Institute of Linguistics, in
co-operation with the University of Nigeria, Nsukka.

The analysis is based on a quantity of tape-recorded text 
material from a variety of speakers. The tapes were transcribed, 
resulting in about 5>500 lines of written text. The texts include 
a large number of folk stories and also general narratives, descriptions, 
etc. The texts were then processed by a computer under the 
Linguistic Information Retrieval Project of the Summer Institute of 
Linguistics and the University of Oklahoma Research Institute, which 
produced a complete alphabetised concordance of the whole corpus^-.
The concordance has proved very useful in the later stages of the 
analysis. Almost all the examples in the thesis are taken from the 
concordance and are labelled according to text (designated by letter)

3. Engenni is not mentioned by D, Westermann and M.A. Bryan in
Handbook of African Languages, or by J.H. Greenberg in 'The Languages 
of Africa' (international Journal of American Linguistics 1963).

4« This project is sponsored by Grant GS-270 of the National Science 
Foundation of the USA.
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and sentence number (designated by numeral). In a very few instances 
the text material did not provide a sufficient number of examples of a 
certain item, and data was elicited to supplement. Elicited examples 
are used in the thesis solely to provide further illustrations. They 
are designated by the letter E.
1.2. The Theoretical Basis of the Analysis

This analysis of Engenni is based largely on the methods and 
terminology used first by J.T. Bendor-Samuel in 'A Structure-function

5Description of Terena Phrases' and developed further in later articles . 
The model has been used for a full grammatical description of a language 
by R. Stanford in his Ph.D. thesis 'The Bekwarra Language of Nigeria - 
A Grammatical Description'.

The grammar is analysed as a series of units arranged in a 
hierarchy of ranks. The hierarchy for Engenni is as followss

discourse
sentence
clause
phrase
word
morpheme

Each unit is described in terms of its function and its
structure. The primary function of a unit is as an element of a unit
in the rank above. Units are divided into classes» and if necessary 
subclasses, according to similarities of function in the rank above.

The structure of a unit is described in terms of
a. Its elements. These are units of the rank below.
b. Its syntagma tic features. These can be divided into two kinds

with different functions, though certain features (e.g. clause- 
introducers) may combine both functions.

5. For details see Bibliography.
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i. Features marking the relationship between units . These are 
termed relational features. In this description of Engenni the 
following are analysed as relational features s 

order of elements
obligatory or optional status of elements 
special features at the juncture of elements 
linking elements or features 
concord between elements 
vowel harmony between elements

ii. Features marking the unit as distinct from other units, which 
cannot conveniently be handled as elements of the unit since they may 
be relevant to the whole unit or extend over more than one element of 
the unit. These are termed demarcative features. In the present 
description the following are analysed as demarcative featuress 

tone patterns marking polarity, mood or tense 
particles marking question, aspect etc. 
intonation patterns marking polarity, question/statement 
special sequence of features of a lower rank, e.g. sequence of tenses 
occurrence of a certain class of unit from a rank lower than the rank 

immediately below, e.g. speech verb in a certain sentence type 
reduplication of certain elements in the unit, e.g. clause final 

phrase
The demarcative features are frequently arranged in mutually exclusive 
sets, e.g. there are four tone patterns marking different tenses. Where 
a unit has a number of demarcative features, e.g. the clause, the features 
form an interrelated system.

Units are divided into types» and if necessary into subtypes, 
according to similarities in structure. At some ranks a complex of 
units may function as a single unit. Such a complex is termed an 
extended unit (e.g. extended nominal phrase, section 8 .3) or a unit 
string (e.g. verbal clause string, section 5*9) depending on the 
relationship between the units.
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A unit may have a secondary function as an element of a unit at 
a lower rank. The unit is then termed rankshifted. The unit may 
function as an element of a unit (as) its own rank as part of the structure ^  
of its own class of units, e.g. a rankshifted nominal phrase functions as 
an element of an extended nominal phrase. Or the unit may function as 
part of the structure of a different class of unit, e.g. a rankshifted 
nominal phrase functions as an element of one type of adverbial phrase.
The unit may also function as an element of a unit at a lower rank than 
its own, e.g. a rankshifted clause functions as an attributive element 
of the nominal phrase.

Any rankshifted unit may theoretically be recursive and an 
infinite number of degrees of recursion are theoretically possible.
In practice, recursion is not widespread. Where it occurs, it will 
be noted and also the number of degrees of recursion.

When units aro rankshifted there may be special markers or 
restrictions. These will be described.

An element which is a rankshifted unit may be termed a construct, 
e.g. the relative construct in the nominal phrase is a rankshifted 
clause or sentence. The term ’construct1 is used when it is useful to 
indicate the function of the rankshifted unit.
1.5- A Preliminary Note on Particles in Engenni

A characteristic feature of the Engenni language is that some
particles have a wide distribution, functioning at more than one rank.
The particles and their functions are summarised below.

The sequential particle ka functions at three ranks. It 
links the following units 2

sentences in the discourse (section 3*2.1)
clauses in the sentence (section 4*4*1 and 4*4*2)
phrases in the clause (nominal clause 6.1.2 and 6.2.2

verbal clause 5*4*3)
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The speech particle ga marks speech material at three ranks
discourse (section 3*2)
sentence (section 4*2*3)
clause (nominal clause 6*2.2)

Another feature of the particle class is that there is 
frequent homophony between particles and also between particles and 
other minor words. The particles are analysed as different morphemes 
because they have different syntactic functions.

ga 1* clause-introducer in complex sentence type 7
2* speech particle marks direct or indirect speech or 

reported thought at three ranks (see above)

n& 1. incompletive particle marks the incompletive aspect 
2, negative particle marks negation in imperative and 

subjunctive clauses 
3* reinforcer (section 11.6) functions as attributive element 

of the nominal and verbal phrases

na 1. clause-introducer in complex sentence types 8 and 9
2. construct marker marks rankshifted clause or sentence 

functioning as relative construct

nl 1. completive particle marks the completive aspect
2. definitive particle marks emphasis

sa 1. clause-introducer in complex sentence type 10
2. negative particle marks negation in nominal clauses



1*4 * A Note on the Translation of Examples
For each example a literal and a free translation are provided 

In the literal translation only the meaning of the verb root is given, 
since the English tense depends largely on the context. Similarly 
with nouns, the singular form is given in the literal translation 
since the number depends on the context except in the case of a very 
few nouns which have separate piural forms (section 10.2.2). In the 
free translation the tense of the verb and the number of the noun are 
given.

A hyphen between words in the literal translation indicates 
that the words are the translation of one Engenni word. The use of 
brackets in the free translation indicates that the word is required 
in the English translation, but is not present in the Engenni examples

The abbreviations below are used in the literal translation 
because of the limitation of space. Other abbreviations used in the 
thesis will be explained as they are introduced, and a complete list 
of abbreviations is given at the end of chapter 12.

cpl completive aspect
def definitive particle
emp emphatic particle
inc incompletive aspect
neg negative
pi plural
qu question
seq sequential particle
sp speech particle
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CHAPTER TOO 
THE PHONOLOGICAL ANALYSIS A M  TRANSCRIPTION

2*0. Introduction
This chapter gives an outline of the analysis of Engenni 

phonology, and explains the transcription used in the examples. The 
transcription is similar to the alphabet which has now been adopted by 
the Engenni people. The approach to the analysis is basically phonemic, 
though, as will be seen, there is some departure from orthodox phonemic 
theory in that some phonetic features are analysed as features of the 
syllable or of some larger phonological unit rather than as features of 
individual phonemes. The reasons for this analysis will be given later. 
The aim of this chapter is not to present the phonological analysis in 
detail, but to describe all the features of the phonology which are 
relevant to the grammar.
2.1, Consonants

The consonant phonemes are set out in tabular form below.

I Labio- } Labial 
|velar

Labio- Alveolar Palatal t Yelar 
dental | I

Fricatives vl
vd

Nasals
.Lateral
Yibrant
Semi-vowels
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Motes on the Consonants
a. Labio-velars kp and gb have double articulation.
b. The symbols bh and dh indicate implosives made with ingressive

glottalic air-stream,
c. The vibrant r is made with a single alveolar tap*
d. A voiceless glottal frioative h occurs in a few exclamations* It

is regarded as extra-systemic as its distribution is so limited*
2*1.1. Labialisation and Palatalisation

The following consonants may occur with lip-rounding
(i.e. labialisation)s

Labials P b bh
Labio-dentals f V
Alveolars t d s
Velars k 8

The following consonants may occur with raising of the
the close front position (i.e. palatalisation)s

Labials P b bh m
Labio-dentals f V
Alveolars t d dh s z

Velars k g
Labialisation and palatalisation are analysed phonologically as 

features of the syllable. Alternative analyses would bes i) to 
establish 23 extra consonant phonemes, or ii) to analyse labialisation 
and palatalisation as separate consonant phonemes* Neither analysis is 
satisfactory. The former is uneconomical in the number of phonemes, and 
the latter would lead to setting up consonant clusters which do not 
otherwise occur in the GV structure of the language**".

1, For a fuller discussion of this problem see P.M. Bendor-Samuel 
’Phonemic Interpretation Problems in Some West African Languages’.
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For ease in reading, the feature of labialisation is 
transcribed by a rw f following the consonant, and the feature of 
palatalisation by a *y? following the consonant* The phoneme ’w 1 
and the feature of labialisation are thus transcribed in the same 
way, also the phoneme 1y 1 and the feature of palatalisation* 
fy/w* is to be interpi'eted as a feature of the syllable following 
a consonant and as a phoneme elsewhere.
fffote g The lip-rounding v/ith back vowels and the raising of the tongue 
with front vowels are not analysed as a feature of the syllable but as 
part of the articulation of the vowel,
2,1.2, If as ali s at i on

The semi-vowels fw' and fy' occur both with and without
velic closure. The position of the velum remains the same for
the following vowel. Two analyses are possibles i) two extra
consonant phonemes may be set ups w and'y, or ii) the nasalisation
may be analysed as a feature of the syllable. The latter analysis is
adopted as it is more economical in the number of phonemes required,
and parallels the features of palatalisation and labialisation of
the syllable. It also reflects the phonetic data more closely
since the nasalisation extends to the following vowel, i.e. throughout 

2the syllable . The nasalisation feature is transcribed by a Tn ’ 
preceding the ’w* or fy J, e.g. nwei, nyou, to avoid the use of 
diacritics,

2. It is recognised that labialisation, palatalisation, nasalisation 
and the vowel system which is described on the following page, 
could also be analysed prosodically, See for example,
J. Carnochan ’Igbo',
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2.2* Vowels
The vowels are set out helow in tabular form according to their 

phonetic quality. (For the definition of ’raised’ and ’lowered’ see 
below*)

I Front Central 1 Back
....... 1

Raised j i 1
1 uClose J J

Lowered | 1 1 °
Raised e 3 j o

Ron-close 1 ■Lowered j £ > a | 3 |

In the southern dialect Ediro the distinction between [*] and 
[a] has been lost.
2.2.1. Vowel Harmony System

Vowels divide into two setss
a* Those with the tongue more raised, resulting in a closer quality

(shown in the chart as 'raised’)?
b. Those with the tongue more lowered and slightly further back,

resulting in a more open quality (shown in the chart as ’lowered’).
The ’b' set predominate in the language. There is a system of 

vowel harmony between the two sets which extends throughout the phono
logical group (section 2.5)* The vowels are analysed as five phonemes 
with the raising or lowering of the tongue position as a feature of the 
phonological group.

In the transcription the five phonemes are represented as ’i!, ’e’, 
’a', ’o’, ’u ’. The lowered tongue feature is shown by a dot under the 
initial vowel of the word? the raised tongue feature by the absence of a 
dot. The only exception to this procedure is in words where the only 
vowel is [a]. This is not marked with a dot, since there is almost no 
possibility of confusion with [$], as only one occurrence of the latter 
as the sole vowel in a, word has been found. As [a] is very much more 
frequent than [3], the non-marking of [a] in this special circumstance 
reduces very considerably the number of times the diacritic dot is needed.
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In compound words (sections 10.1.1,2* and 10.2.2) the two parts 
are hyphened and the vowel feature of each part is marked separately,
e.g. amini -bhwoni ' s oup1 , ony- avuramu ' woman'.

2.2.2. Vowel Sequences
Sequences of two similar or diverse vowels occur in morpheme 

final position. In diverse sequences either the first or second member 
is a close vowel. The sequences are analysed as a sequence of two 
vowels, as they frequently bear distinctive tones. They are transcribed 
as two vowels.
Examples (The system of transcribing tone is explained below.) s

2.2.3* Hasalisation of Vowels
Close back vowels following a nasal consonant are nasalised. 

These vowels are analysed as allophones of the corresponding oral 
vowels, and are not marked in the transcription. Vowels are also

2.1.2). As has already been stated, the feature of nasalisation is 
marked by 'n* preceding the consonant, so the vowel does not require 
marking.
 ̂* 3 * Tone and Intonation

In this thesis the term 'tone' is used to classify the pitch 
on individual syllables. The pitches are arranged in certain 
patterns termed 'tone patterns'. The term 'intonation' is used 
for modifications of an entire tone pattern, e.g. raising the general 
pitch level while the relation of the individual tones to each other 
remains cons tant.

uvil 'paddle (noun)'
odhih 'sin (noun)'
gbbu 'plant (verb)'
duu ' go out'

gbhl 'kill'
bhue 'keep'
pek 'very full'
bhb b ' lukewarm'

nasalised when the syllable has a feature of nasalisation (section
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2.5*1* Basic Tone System
There are three phonetic ranges of pitch, and there are 

restrictions on the distribution of the top and middle ranges. Two 
top pitches do not occur in sequence, and a middle pitch does not occur 
between two low pitches within a phonological clause (section 2.5*)•

The system is analysed as having tyro contrasting tonemes 3 low 
tone and high tone plus a feature of upstep which gives rise to the top 
pitch. The upstep feature is of two types s automatic upstep and the 
upstep toneme which are described below. The upstepped high tone arising 
from automatic upstep is phonologically predictable and is therefore 
analysed as an allotone of high tone. The upstepped high tone arising 
from the occurrence of the upstep toneme is not phonologically predictable.

In the examples, for ease in reading, tone is marked as followss 
low tone ', high tone is unmarked, and upstepped high tone of either 
type * , In subsequent chapters when referring to the tone system, the 
term 'upstepped high tone’ (abbreviated 1h 1) is used only for the upstep 
toneme, since the upstepped high tone resulting from automatic upstep is 
an allotone. The other two tones are abbreviated thus s low tone 'L', 
and high tone 'H1 .
Automatic Upstep

A H tone is upstepped before a L tone within the phonological 
clause but not across phonological clause boundaries (examples i-iii).
A H tone is also upstepped before a following L tone syllable which is 
elided (examples iv-v). (Details of the elision of vowels at word 
junctures will be given in section 2.4*)*
Examples s
i. Ikpil&ma nu 'As for snail'

1L ~ J
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11 omu dhemu ya samu
i

'Is the house big?'

Compare with example iii, 
iii 0 omh dhemu ya ’The house is big’

In the following examples the absence of a pitch mark under a syllable 
means that the vowel of that syllable is elided.

unwoni olilo ’mouth of a bottle’IV.

v. ogbo opilopo 'back of a pig1

IJpstep Toneme
At certain points in the grammatical system a h tone occurs not 

preceding a L tone. Therefore it is necessary to introduce into the 
system an upstep toneme which is phonologically not predictable.
Examples The noun igbo ’net' has the tone pattern HH in isolation.

o

In a verbal clause string the final syllable of the nominal phrase object 
is upstepped before the next verb (section 5*9) •

mi do igbo dhemese ’I wove the net bigger'

I weave net enlarge 
The genitive construct is marked initially by a h tone (section 8.2.1.3)

egwe igbo ’nets’
(lit. plurality of nets)
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Other places in the grammatical system where an upstep toneme occurs ares
a. Future tense (section 5*4*1*2)
b. Phrase junctures (section 5*8*2)
c. Juncture of nouns and some adjectives (section 8.2.1.1)
d. Juncture of nouns and some reinforcers (section 8.2.1.1)
e. The auxiliary verb na (section 11.l)
f. The preverbal i (section 11.2)

An upstepped high tone of either type has the following effect on 
successive tones within the phonological clauses

1. Another H tone cannot be upstepped until an actual L tone 
(not an elided L tone) has interposed.
Examples Compare the initial tone of ifufomu in the followings

lfhfomu ’sandfly' ogbb ffhfomh 'back of a sandfly'

■5*. — ‘ —  J  U  w, _

2. Word final L tone or tones perturb to H tone before a following
H tone, except at the boundary of the nominal phrase subject and the
verbal phrase where there is a special low juncture (section 5*8.2).
Examples s Compare the tone of omu and of enuma in the following pairs i' ''' #  •

b kunu omh samu 'bid he build a house?'
o *

he build house qu 

o kunu omu n' akib
a +

he build house in town 

o tou enuma
o #  o

he take money

o bou enuma tou du inumu 'He took money to buy something'* # J. . . * <
he take money take buy thing

'He built a house in the town'

'He took money'



Tone Glides
Rising and falling glides oocur on single syllables. A syllable 

with a tone glide is of the same length as a syllable with a level tone. 
The glides are analysed as a sequence of two tones as they result either 
from a juncture feature or from the compression of a tone pattern (see 
following page). The rising glide usually rises from L to H, unless 
followed by a L tone when it rises from L to h due to the operation of 
automatic upstep. The rising glide is marked thus * ! The falling 
glide usually falls from h to L, unless it is preceded by a h tone when 
it falls from H to L, due to rule 1 as described on the previous page.
The falling glide is marked thus n . A ligature between two tones 
indicates that the tones form a glide e.g. HL, JjjJ.

Word final falling glides occur only at the end of a phonological 
clause before a pause, or at the end of the nominal phrase subject when 
there is a low juncture with the verbal phrase (section 5.8.2). Clause 
medially there is a single h tone.

Compare the tone of ukwo and of kpe in the followings
mi

0

ta ukwo 'I went to farm'
i go farm

ml
9

ta too na 'I went to the farm1

mi
«

ta dkwo n ' udhe 11 went to farm yesterday

mi
•

si
0

kpe
0

'I will pay'
I will pay

mi si kpe wo
4 0 O O

mi si kpe n ! inyh

'I will pay you1 

'I will pay today1
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2.3.2. Intonation
In certain grammatical categories there is a rise in the overall

pitch level of part or the whole of the clause, but the tone pattern 
(i.e. the relation between individual pitches) of the words is not 
altered. This change of pitch is analysed as a different intonation
pattern. The start of the rise in pitch is marked in the transcription
by an arrow thus ' . For the intonation pattern marking question 
sentences see section 4*5* marking interrogative clauses see 5*6.

The feature of negation has a special intonation pattern in which 
the relation between the pitches is narrower than in the positive. This 
is fully described in section 5*4*1.1* It is not marked in the 
trans cripti on.
2,4* Word Juncture

As all nouns begin and end with a vowel and all other words end 
with a vowel, two vowels frequently come together at word boundaries and 
this results in the elision of the first vowel.
2.4.1. Juncture of Major Words

a. Close vowel in word final position followed by VC-
In final syllables of minimal nouns (VCV) and verbs (CV), the 

vowel elides and the tone is lost, but the closeness and frontness of a 
front vowel is maintained in the palatalisation of the syllable. 
Similarly, the closeness and backness of a back vowel is maintained in 
the labialisation of the syllable.
Examples g

dhi dnamu [dhydnamh] * eat meat1

avl am6 [ayyamo] 'a child’s leg’

du aswd [dwaswa]

omu dbhu [omw&bhu]

’buy a hoe’

’a doctor's house'
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With non-minimal nouns (VCV+) and verbs (CV+) the close vowel of 
the final syllable elides together with the tone and there is no 
palatalisation or labialisation of the syllable, except in the cases 
noted below.
Examples s

ikeni dnb [ikbndno] 'this ivory'

utumh anamu 
0

[utumanbmh]
•

'an animal's tail'

foil abhii 
•  •

[folabhii] 
•  *

'peel kola'

funu edhi [funedhi] 'climb a palm-tree

dbi eseni 
•

[deeseni]
•

'sell fish'

you amini [yob-mini] 'bale out water'

The syllable does have a feature of palatalisation or 
labialisation in the following casess

i) When the root has reduplicated syllabless
Examples s

mi ml akdni 'squeeze the cloth1 

'this light'

[mimyakani]
•  o

ovuvu anb [ovuvwano]
ii) When the syllable ri or ri is preceded by an identical vowels 

Examples g
Iklri dno [ikirydnb] 'this grasscutter'

abhiri dnb [abhirydno] 'this fish trap'* * 4 I
iii) Mien the syllable ru or ru is not preceded by an identical vowel.

Examples 8
esaru bno
o  *

bgbaru ano

[esarwdno]
o •

[bgbarwbno]

'this mosquito'

'this fish' (one particular
species)
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V/hen there is a sequence of two similar vowels in word final 
position the final vowel elides together with the tone.
Examples;

\  / S  A  \uvn ano

utuu anb

o rii akie

[iivf&nb]

[utudnb] 

[oriakle]

this paddle

this hat'

he passed the town

o duu dmini [oduamini] 'he bathed1
(lit, he went out to water)

b. Non-close vowel in word final position followed by VC-
With all nouns and verbs the non-olose vowel elides together with

the tone
Examples

oko edbi [okedei]
o «

dire eseni [direseni]

o kie amo *
zho amini

[bkiamb]

[zuamini]

1 a man1s canoe1 

fcook fish1

’she refused the child1 

’draw water’

When there is a sequence of two similar vowels in word final 
position., both vowels elide and there is compensatory lengthening of the 
first vowel of the second word. The tone of the first of the two vowels 
is retained.
Examples t

imbsyi naa lvuramh [imbsyi niivuramu] ’men and women’

okaa edei [okeedei] 'old man'
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c* Additional elision in fast speech
Usually no elision takes place before a single Y morpheme, but 

in fast speech elision may occur with compensatory lengthening of the 
first vowel of the second word. The tone of the elided vowel is 
retained.
Example s

mi n& gbe o [mxn&gboo] ’I am going home*
• o

Similarly in fast speech both vowels of a vowel sequence may
elide. There is compensatory lengthening of the first vowel of the
second word and the tone of the first vowel of the sequence is retained.
Examples s

6 dbi ak& [od&akb] ’she sells corn1
O 9 O

o tbu enumA [oteenftma] ’she takes money’
O Q o  © O

2.4*2. Juncture of particles with ma.jor words
The vowel of the particles ga, ka, na, sa (all with H tone)

elides before a Y syllable but the tone is retained, giving rise to a
HL glide if the following word normally begins with a L tone.
Examples;

6 wei ga o somu ya [bweigbsomuya] ’He said it was all right’

adhe wiia ka o gbe [adhewiiakogbe] 'When day dawned he went
© o Q p home’
eseni fva na o ya [esbnfvandya] ’There are two fish’

0  Q

sa oki [sbki] ’It’s not him'



30

2•5• Relation between the Phonological and Grammatical Hierarchies
The six units set up for the analysis of Engenni phonology are 

the followings phoneme, syllable, phonological word, phonological group, 
phonological clause and pause group. All the units except the phoneme 
and the syllable have some correlation with units in the grammatical 
hierarchy..
The Phoneme

The phoneme is the lowest unit in the hierarchy arid therefore 
has no structure.
The Syllable

The syllable has the structure V or CV (except in loan words) 
and bears one or two tones.

This is the unit bearing the tone pattern. It normally 
correlates with the grammatical word, but it may be larger, e.g. the 
preverbals and head or heads of the verbal phrase are one phonological 
word (sections 7*4 *1* and 11.2).
The Phonological Group

This is the span of the operation of vowel harmony. Various 
groupings within the nominal phrase (section 8 .2.1.1.) and also the 
nominal phrase subject or object with a pronoun head and the verbal 
phrase (section 5*8.1) constitute phonological groups.
The Phonological Clause

This is the unit within which there is elision and automatic 
upstep. It is bounded by potential pause. It usually correlates with 
the grammatical clause, but may be smaller, e.g. when there is a pause 
before an adverbial phrase in a long clause.
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The Pause Group
This is the largest unit of phonological significance. It is

characterised by a final intonation with lessening of voice intensity, 
lowering of the pitch of the final tone and a final pause* It 
correlates with the grammatical sentence (section 4-0).
2,6, Other Symbols used in the Transcription

Where it is relevant to the description the following additional 
symbols are used in the examples?

/ phrase boundary
//or , clause boundary ■

/// or . sentence boundary
[ ] rankshifted unit
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CHAPTER THREE
BEYOND THE SENTENCE

3.0, Introduction
It has Been found that there are certain features of the language 

which are relevant to a unit larger than the sentence. These features 
are the grouping of sentences and the occurrence of different pronouns 
in speech material. Therefore a rank ahove the sentence has been set up. 
This is termed discourse. It is probable that an intermediate rank 
between discourse and sentence may later be needed, but at present there 
is insufficient evidence to support this,
3.1. Types of Discourse

In the corpus of material which has been studied there are two 
types of discourse: folk story and general narrative. The folk story
is marked initially and finally by one of the following forms:
Initial Eorms
Notes The symbol ^  indicates nasalisation5 the symbol s indicates a 
lengthened vowel.
Narrator s 
Audience s 

or
Narrator s 
Audiences 
Final forms 
Narrator 3 
Audience s

'o;
a i

r * . '

1 ; (A call to gain people's attention) 
(The response)

gba isyi ekaA 
wuradha

'I am going to tell a story' 
'Go right ahead'

ek&a 1 gba isyl 'So the story has been told'0 *

wiiradha nwAse 'It has indeed'

The general narrative is distinguished by the absence of any of 
the above forms.
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3.2.
Within the discourse sentences may be linked by a particle or by 

repetition of part of the sentence. Both these means are analysed as 
relational features of the discourse.

There are two particles which link a sentence to the previous 
sentences ka sequential particle, and ga speech particle.

a. ka occurs sentence initially.
Examples s
1. /// 1 n& gbe /// ka anamu na bnx du ...

*  o  o

they inc go-home seq meat which we buy
' They were on their way home. And the meat we bought ...1

AC037
2. I// onyoswa wei bkau tu yl /// ka akau £ tu yx ///

ft o

name say tree should- come seq tree so bend come
bend

’Onyoswa told the cotton-tree to bend over. And the cotton-tree 
bent over.’ DE051

Note g The end of a sentence is determined by the intonation,
(section 4*0), not by the occurrence of a following ka.
b. ga occurs sentence initially and marks the continuation of speech 

material,
Example g
3- //I &lxbb na ko 6bhuen§ti ga adegi /// bbhuen§tl me 111

tortoise go-to call lion sp name lion answer
ga mi yia, mx yi x ko wo, bhu na nyoni ku me 6bho ///

ft f t  9  0 f t

sp I come I come to call you, you go-to put give me hand
'Tortoise went to call lion (shouting) "Adegi". Lion answered. 
(Tortoise continued) "Here I am, I have come to call you to help 
me".* • CZ017
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3*2,2. Linking of Sentences by Repetition
The final clause of the previous sentence is re-echoed as the 

initial clause of the next sentence. The ’echo’ clause has the following 
characteristics g

a. The verbal phrase is the same (i.e. has the same head element(s)) 
as in the preceding clause;

b. The tense is restricted to either the descriptive or the 
referential (see section 5*4*1*2 for details of tenses);

c. The subject is either the same as in the preceding clause or is a 
pronoun;

d. The object is either the same as in the preceding clause or is a 
pronoun.
In the examples given below the characteristics of each ’echo* clause are 
given following the example.

4. /// esyf£i ka esyl na onu-amo na wuru dhe edhyomu na
o

there seq place that mother the make finish food the
tou bho kye i /// o wuru dhe edhyomu na tou
take keep give her she make finish food the take
bho kye 1 // ka egua na pa // f nh bidha Iff
keep give her seq they inc start they inc travel

*

'So the mother prepared some food and kept it for her. When she 
had prepared the food and kept it for her, they set off.’ FB032/33

'Echo' clause? a. same verbal phrase b. descriptive tense
c. pronoun subject d. same object
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5- Ill mi nil dhe onwl // ka mi sali dhe utomu ///
• e «  i

I wipe finish body seq I comb finish head 
mi sb.ll dhe utbmh // ka mi tou awo nyoni ///

*  0  ^  „  *  o  *  ft

I comb finish head seq I take shirt put-on
'I dried myself and combed my hair. When I had combed my hair
I put my shirt on.’ AA004/5
’Echo’ clauses a. same verbal phrase b. descriptive tense

c, same subject d. same object
6- Ill avuramu n& me /// avuramu na me // bdibb na

• ________________________________________________________________________ o__________________________ ___________________ ft

woman the agree woman the agree tortoise go-to
wa dhou Edhyomu n 1 azyi yl ///

•  o  •

search take food in bush come
’The woman agreed. When the woman agreed, tortoise went to get 
food in the bush and came back.’ FA013/4
’Echo’ clauses a. same verbal phrase b. referential tense

c. same subject
7. /// Alibo koni koni kpurukpurh tuu /j ka bnl dlfbb

f t  O ft O O f t

tortoise fight fight struggling till seq wife of-tortoise
sye dhe aid. na sisb /// o sye sise //*   ___

remove finish pot the put-down she remove put-down
ka alibo wu dhe nl ///
seq tortoise die finish cpl

’Tortoise struggled and struggled and squirmed till his wife took
the pot right off (the fire) and put it down. When she took it
off and put it down, tortoise was dead.’ DF027/8
’Echo’ clauses a,, same verbal phrase b. descriptive tense

c. pronoun subject d. zero form of object
pronoun

Notes For the occurrence of the zero allomorph of the object pronoun 
see section 10,3*2.
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3*3* Quotations in Speech Material 
3*3*1* Different types of Quotation

Within speech material there are three types of quotation which 
are termed a) indirect, h) semi-direct, c) direct. The difference 
between the types lies in the person of the pronoun used when referring 
to the speaker and the addressee.

a. In indirect quotations only 3^& person pronouns are used, the 
reflexive form being used when the speaker is the subject or object, and 
the non-reflexive form when the addressee is the subject or object, e*g. 
tortoise said to rabbit that he (tortoise) saw him (rabbit), or that he 
(rabbit) saw him (tortoise). (See section 10*3*2. for a fuller 
treatment of reflexive pronouns.)

b. In serni-direct quotations 3**<i person pronouns are used for the 
speaker, but 2nd person for the addressee, e.g. tortoise said to rabbit 
that he (tortoise) saw you, or that you saw him (tortoise).

c. In direct quotations 1st and 2nd person pronouns are used for both 
the speaker and the addressee, e.g. tortoise said to rabbit, ,f£ saw you” 
or MYou saw me".

The pronouns used are summarised in the chart below.
Notes r ® reflexive.
Type of quotation

Indirect 
Semi-indirect 
Direct

Speaker
Referent

Addressee Other Person

The following chart gives the actual forms which occur.
Person Singular 

Subject Object

.. .................. ....... .......1Plural
\

Subject Object '...... . ..  ......1st mi me eni eni
2nd bhu wo bha bha

1 3**d reflex oki ei bha bha
[ 3rd non-reflex 0 ei i / egua egua
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The type of quotation is also characterised "by the occurrence of 
imperative or subjunctive clauses. Imperative clauses occur only in 
direct quotations (example 12). In semi-indirect and indirect quotations 
commands are in the subjunctive mood (examples 8 and ll). For details 
of imperative and subjunctive clauses see sections 5*5* a*icL
Examples of different types of quotation
a. Indirect quotations
8, &l£bb i wo kye omini ei ga o yil&

3rd
tortoise so say give child his sp he should-stand
’Tortoise told his child to stand up.’ FC035

9* edei dka wei ga bki ma moni el
3rd-r 3rd

man that say sp he yet not-see him
’That man said that he had not seen him yet.1 CG050
Semi-indirect quotations 

10 • b wei ga ... bhu tou ei ka 5ki n&a Iwo wu zk

2nd 3rd 3rd-r 2nd
he say sp you should- him seq he and you should- stay

take die
’He said, ’’Look after me and I will die with you”.1

or 'He said that she should look after him and he would die with her#’
FH031

Hote s For the occurrence of iwo in this construction see section»__
8.2,2, page 15&,

... ga bki wo ku wo ga bhh mh gba k

3rd-r 2nd 2nd
sp he not-say give you that you neg tell qu

’(He said) ’’Did I not tell you that you weren’t to tell anyone?"’
or '(He said) hadn’t he told him that he wasn’t to tell anyone?’

DE048
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c. Direct quotations
12. i wo ky£ 1 ga zh kfrri §ni n ' £n£

1st
they say give him sp stay wait-for us at here
'They said to him, "Wait for us here".' CG018

13* avuramu na l wei ga mi moni wo ni
1st 2nd

woman the so say sp I see you cpl
'Then the woman said, "I have seen you".' EA034

Peg?
Two degrees of quotation are distinguished s first degree

quotation follows a speech verb (see section 4 »4 *3*l)> e.g. he said that

e.g. he answered that his friend said that he would go. First degree 
quotations may he direct, indirect or semi-indirect. Second degree

of a semi-indirect second degree quotation. There is no difference in 
the use of pronouns in first or second degree quotations. Pronouns thus 
refer to the original speaker and not to the speaker just mentioned. For
examples of first degree quotations see nos. 8-13 above. Examples of
second degree quotations are given below.
Direct second degree quotation
14.. 5 wei ga ehenyi ga bhu wbla ga mi kpe wb h

she say sp aha sp you say sp I should- you qu
pay

'She said, "Aha, you say that I should pay you, do you?"»'
DK009

he would go 3 q quotation is a quotation within a quotation,

quotations are either direct (of)indirect. No example has yet occurred
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Indirect second degree quotation
15. o bhue-enfa wo bye omini el ga ... 6 si tukpa

he then say give child his sp he will scold
(tortoise) (pig)
kye 1 , o si wei A ga o__ whru ivo
give him he will say sp it does what

(tort.) (pig)
na bk£ kpe i osa

*  t o o

that he not-pay him due
'He (tortoise) then said to his child that he (pig) would scold him 
and would ask why he (tortoise) did not pay the money he owed.'

CAOlo/ll

3*3*2. Occurrence of
If the speaker is 1st or 2nd person all quotations are direct.

If the speaker is 5x6. person all three types of quotation occur. The 
majority are indirect. In the opening section of a discourse when, as 
it were, the stage is being set, all quotations are indirect. Then as 
the story moves towards the climax there is usually a change to semi- 
indirect quotations. Direct quotations are used as follows s

a. At the climax of a story there is a change to direct quotations. 
For example, in the text 'The Marriage of Tortoise* the quotations in 
the first half of the story are all indirect. Then at the first climax 
when tortoise accuses the wolf of telling lies about him, the quotations 
are direct. As the story proceeds, the quotations revert to being 
indirect. Then at the end of the story when the tortoise proves his 
point, his speech is all in direct quotation.

1. See K.L. Pikes Tagmemic and Matrix Linguistics applied to 
Selected African Languages"(I966), pp. 84-92.
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Example from an early section of the discourse - indirect quotations
16. anamu na ga 0.. hlibb ka bnya i ... esyi na bkx4 *  *  o

animal the sp tortoise seq horse his place that he
si td ka hllhb kpo ni ei ta ni ta ni

4 • 4 0 4 O 4

will go seq tortoise carry cpl him go cpi go cpl
•The animal said ... that tortoise was his horse ... that wherever 
he wanted to go tortoise would carry him on his back. 1 CC025

Example from the climax of the discourse - direct quotations
17. alxbo 1 ko anamu na, b me. ga bhu tou me

O *  0  4  0

tortoise so call animal the he reply sp you take me
bhile bhue ni il6, ga bhu wbia, ga me ka bnya wb

4  o o

tell keep cpl lie sp you say sp I seq horse your
ga utbmu ekbmu h.

o

sp head word qu
•So tortoise called the anima,!. He ansv̂ ered. (Tortoise went on) 
"Is it true that you have told a lie about me and said that I am 
your horse?".'
b. When the speech material is a dialogue, the speeches of one 

character are usually direct quotations and those of the other character 
are indirect. The character using direct quotations can be said to be 
in focus, and the other character out of focus. An example occurs in 
the text 'A Man is Saved by His Hogs' where in the conversation between 
a wicked fairy and a farmer called Onyoswa, the wicked fairy is in focus 
and her speeches are usually direct quotations, whereas the farmer is out 
of focus and his speeches are indirect.
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Example (Direct quotations are underlined)
18. ka b 1 wei edbl na bhu ya n ' dzyi nh, b za ill

• • ^_
seq she so way man who you are in bush the it stay opl
na bhu nyine yi, mi 1 guru wo isybni.  « * __
that you not-appear come, I so will-cast you spell
ka bnybswa na i wei ga 5 nb gura
seq name the so say sp she neg cast
’So she (the fairy) said, "You who are in the bush, if you do not come 
out I will cast a spell on you" 0 Onyoswa replied that she should 
not cast a spell„"

DE009
c, Questions are usually direct quotations and the reply is indirect« 

Examples
19. an&mu na 1 bhine amo nb-, ga bno bhu yl 1 wa iyo„

o  *

animal the so ask child the sp now you come to look-for what
ga bki yl 1 wa owutumu ei •0
sp she come to look-for rat her
'So the animal asked the child, "What have you come to look for now?" 
(The child replied) that she had come to look for her rat.'

EE027

20 o ga bhu moni adegi na o dei dhyani n ’uvomu ewai nb..• • * —. * 
sp you see name who he fell enter in inside pond the
0 me ga bki moni adegi *

o o

he reply sp he see name
'(He said), "Have you seen Adegi who fell into the pond?" He replied 
that he had seen Adegi. 1

CJ032
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CHAPTER FOUR 
THE SENTENCE

4*0. Introduction
The sentence consists of one clause or a group of clauses which 

are syntactically related. Except when it is functioning as a rank- 
shifted unit* it has a final intonation which is characterised "by a 
lessening of voice intensity and a drop in the pitch of the final 
syllable whether this is a H or a L tone syllable. A final H tone is 
lower than previous H tones but still higher than previous L tones. A 
final L tone is lovrer than previous L tones.
Examplesg (Notes The absence of a pitch mark under a syllable means the 

vowel of that syllable is elided.)
&
D

r

i
i-

se

The final intonation is analysed as a demarcative feature which 
distinguishes the sentence from other units. In the following two 
examples it is the occurrence of the final intonation, marked by a full 
stop, that distinguishes two sentences linked by the particle ka 
(section 3.2.1) from two clauses linked by ka forming one sentence 
(complex sentence type 2, section 4*4*2). In example 21 the pitch of 
the sentence final H tone syllable ta is lower than that of the 
previous syllable le , whereas in example 22 the pitch of the clause 
final H tone syllable -ma is the same as that of the previous 
syllable vu~.

libo ta omu opilopo 'Tortoise went to pig's house*
—  A 'Ti

ni no te eda *We went and reached the river*
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Examples g
21. /// bgwb ony-oko nh a le ta. /// ka a tou

» • *
—  V

pi messenger the also again go seq. they take
avuramu na tou &u ta obi. ///
o

woman the take lead go name-of-hut
'The messengers also went again. Then the girl was taken to the 
' obi1 . * M 017

22. /// b vuma // ka b vye. ///
0  0  9 0

r
i ...
he vex seq he cry

'He got angry and cried.' AA045

4*1. Function of the Sentence
The primary function of the sentence is as an element of the 

discourse. Because no intermediate rank between the sentence and the 
discourse has been set up sentences are not divided into classes.

Some sentences also have a secondary function as a rankshifted 
unit as follows s

a. as a single clause (section 4*6)?
b. as a complete nominal phrase (section 8 .2*7)?
c. as an attributive element to the head of the nominal phrase 

(section 8.2 .1.2).
Such sentences are limited to those composed of declarative clauses only, 
If an intermediate rank between the discourse and the sentence were set 
up, such sentences would probably form a separate class in contrast to 
imperative and question sentences.
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4.2. Structure of the Sentence
A sentence may he simple, consisting of one clause, or complex 

consisting of two or more clauses in certain relationships to each other. 
These relationships are marked hy syntagmatic features, i.e. by certain 
particles or clause-introducers, or by a certain sequence of 
polarity/mood/tense/aspect features of the clause. Polarity, mood, 
tense and aspect are analysed as features of the clause but the sequence 
of the features is a demarcative feature of some sentence types. (in 
other sentence types the sequence of features is not restricted.) Each 
set of clause features is summarised here and will be described in 
detail in chapter 5*

Polarity / Mood
Positive indicative 
Negative indicative 
Positive subjunctive 
Negative subjunctive

Tense
Descriptive
Aorist
Referential
Future

Primary Aspect
Completive
Incompletive
Neutral

Different types of complex sentences are set up according to the 
different relationships between the clauses and the way in which the 
relationship is marked. Usually the relationship is between two 
individual clauses, but in types 1 and 9 it is between a group of 
clauses and an individual clause. In some multi-clause sentences there 
are a number of different relationships between the component clauses. 
This complexity is handled by means of rankshifting (or embedding) of 
sentences within sentences (section 4*6). This method of analysis has 
the advantage of making clear the layering of the relationships.

Question sentences (i.e. those requiring a yes/no answer) are 
analysed as being derived from non-question sentences and are described 
in section 4°5 *



47

4.3= The Simple Sentence
A simple sentence consists of a single clause of any 

verbal, nominal or marginal* In verbal clauses there is no 
on the polarity, mood, tense or aspect of the clause*

23® /// bdwei bhue-enia kunu ^  III
0

fear then hold him
’Then he was afraid, 1 

(verbal declarative clause)

24 o III le wei //I

again say
’Bay it again,’
(verbal imperative clause)

25- I// bsyisyi ka inil afeni III
kougal seq name of-bird
’The name of the bird is a kougal.’ 
(nomina,! declarative clause)

26. I// &no ka ldhii inumu vo & III
this seq kind of-thing which qu
'What sort of thing is this?'
(nominal interrogative clause)

27° III <3yel /// ’Fancy that 11
(marginal clause)

types
restriction

CB021

DJ043

DG002

EP016

DL0i9

i
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4.4* The Complex Sentence
A complex sentence consists of two or more clauses in a certain 

relationship to each other. Ten types are distinguished according to 
differences in relationship and the way in which the relationship is 
marked. In types 1-5 the clauses are in a co-ordinate relationships 
in types 6-10 the second clause is subordinate to the first. The 
subordinate or dependent clause is marked by a clause-introducer. Clauses
in a co-ordinate relationship do not have a clause-introducer. The
sequential particle ka in types 1 and 2 and the speech particle ga in 
type 3 are not analysed as clause-introducers since they may also occur 
initially in an independent sentence (section 3*2.1) or medially in a 
nominal clause (section 6.1.2) where in both cases they link elements in 
a co-ordinate relationship.

4*4*1* The Complex Sentence, Type 1 Sequential
This is the favourite type of complex sentence and consists of 

two or more nominal clauses (abbreviated ’NomCl') or verbal clauses 
(abbreviated 'VbCl') optionally linked by the sequential particle ka ,
The maximum number of clauses which have so far occurred is five.
Nominal and verbal clauses stand to each other in a number of different
relationships.

In the case of a nominal clause the relationship is determined by 
its position in the sentence, whether it is sentence initial, medial or 
final. An initial nominal clause indicates the time or the location of 
the action of the final clause (examples 28, 29)> or gives the theme of 
the sentence. The theme may be the same as the nominal phrase subject 
in a following clause (example 30)> or as the nominal phrase object 
(example 31)? or may be independent of either (examples 32, 33)* A 
medial nominal clause gives the time or the location of the action of the 
final clause. Both sentence initial and sentence medial nominal clauses 
are of type 1A (declarative, simple, section 6.1.1). A final nominal 
clause has a predicative function and may be of any type (examples, 31?
34? 37 ? 39)*
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Exam]
28. /// oga £sou ei // ctbftra nh nyine ///

9  0  0 0  0

NomCl (location) VbCl
edge of-ear his blood inc appear
!0n the tip of his ear blood was appearing. 1 AT089

29* /// inya na nu // ka Avu si te me dbho ///
•  *  o

KomCl (time) YbCl
today the very seq one will reach me hand
'This very day I will get one*' AT125

30. /// imolo dtbmu esaa dno na // edhyomu dguA i dhi fidho ///
0 0  O 0  0

NomCl (theme) VbCl
friends head three this the food their they eat unite
'These three friends, they eat their food together*' CG002

31. I// ewai nA nu // inyA ka A dhe na a si wai ewai na ///
4  •  O O Q O

NomCl (theme) NomCl (predicative)
pond the very today seq day that they will bail pond the
'This very pond, today is the day that they will bail it.'

EG017

32. //I ikAA edbi // hkpbri Agba nwbnb za n' oto ///
NomCl (theme) YbCl
old people hair of-cheek flow stay on ground
'The old men, their beards flowed to the ground.' EG007
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33* III bgua dtbmu esaa nk
Q

RomCl (theme) 
they head three the
na 6 si dhumb ///

0 0  0

TbCl (oont.)
who she m i l  marry
’Regarding the three of them, she has not yet chosen the man she 
will marry* ’

CG093

34, /If egile na xafe si ta omu dlfbo nh //
•  o o e

RomCl (time)
time that fish will go house of-tortoise the
ka frgbuswei iv& na b ya ///

NomGl (predicative 
seq road two which it is
'When fish goes to tortoise’s house, he comes to crossroads.' 
(lit, there are two roads) CH008

In the case of verbal clauses the relationship between them is 
determined partly by the position in the sentence whether final or non
final, and partly by the sequence of polarity/mood/tense/aspect features 
between the non-final and the final clauses. Different sequences 
indicate varying semantic meanings of the non-final clause as follows?

a* Specific time sequence (’if/when' referring to non-future time)
Ron-final clauses are in the descriptive or referential tense.
The final clause is in the aorist tense, negative indicative, or 

imperative. Examples 35-59*

// o ma soli dhou edbi
• « t

VbCl
she yet not-choose take man
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b. Future time sequence (!if/when1 referring to future time)
Non-final clauses are in the aorist tense with the completive

aspect.
The final clause is in the future tense, negative indicative, 

imperative, or descriptive tense with the incompletive aspect.
Examples 40-46°

c. general time sequence ( 1 whenever')
Non-final clauses are in the aorist tense with the completive

aspect.
The final clause is in the aorist tense or negative indicative. 

Examples 47-49*
Two of the above seqxiences may occur in one sentence. See 

example 50• In the examples below the following abbreviations are used
aor o aorist tense cpl % completive aspect
des 0 descriptive tense fut s future tense
imp 0o imperative inc s incompletive aspect
ind Q0 indicative neg s negative
pos Q positive sub j % subjunctive
ref O referential tense

Examples g
a. Specific time sequence

55- /// o fhnu dhyana // o nua kpoukpou // amo-mosyi nh
6 0 0 6

VbClsdes VbClsdes
he climb enter he knock tap-tap boy the
le yi 1 nyin& ///

o

VbClsaor 
again come to appear

’When he climbed up and knocked tap-tap, the boy reappeared.'
EH080



52

36. /// anl &libo dire padhe edhya nb, // b tou
• 9 9 0 0 0

VbClsref
wife of-tortoise cook finish yam the she take

okiki na sisb ///
VbClsaor 

pot the put-down
'When tortoise's wife had cooked the yam, she put the pot down.'

hF024

57 • III o funu dhyhni n ' ekunu // ka o geni ta //
O 9 0

VbClsdes VbClsdes
he climb enter on top seq he look go
ka sa hnairru ///

o

UomCl (predicative) 
seq not animal

'When he came to the surface and had a look (he saw that) it was
not an animal*' DA021

38. I// bhu na kbni esylobhb // na nwasb ///. . .  *
VbClsdes VbClsneg imp

you inc fight wrestling do-not fear
'When you are wrestling, do not be afraid.' AR003

39- /// o no te // o za tuu // eglle gbe rlia //
*  o o

VbClsdes TbClsdes VbClsdes
he go-to reach it stay till time small pass
ka bko dsyfa nb, // ka bkori b6 ekori bd na b ya ///

O ■ ♦

ITomCl (locative) WomCl (predicative)
seq pit there the seq maggot big maggot big that it is

'When he arrived, after a little time there were big maggots in
the pit.' DJ023
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h. Future time sequence 
40c I// b te ni udhe // ka mi n& yia ///

o

VbClsaor cpl YbCls des inc
it reach cpl tomorrow seq I inc come

'When tomorrow arrives, I will come(' CA006

41. Ill opilopo yi i te ni // ka o i moni moni el ///
a »  a  o 0

YbClsaor cpl YbCl meg ind
pig come to reach cpl seq he again not-see not-see him

’When pig came he would not see him.1 CA012

42. I/! bhh na te ni §syia n£i // ka wbrh kArese
*  *

YbClsaor cpl
you go-to reach cpl place the seq do strengthen
bhhe ikpebi wo ///
YbClspos imp 
keep heart your

’When you reach the place, keep confident.' AB004

43. III & za ni enla // gwa bldha ///0
YbClsaor cpl YbClspos imp
it stay cpl thus rightI walk

'If so, come on, get going!’ DA037

44. /// mi ta // ka mi wuru iyo n' omu a ///
YbClsneg ind YbClsfut
I not-go seq I wi 11-do what in house qu

'If I don't go, what shall I do in the house?' AA00 6



54

45- III hhii wuru enib, bnfet // edei si gbei wb ///
VbClsneg ind VbClsfut

you not-do thus thus man will kill you
’If you do not keep doing this, you will he killed.’ THO46

46. /// bhu nyoni onwi n ’ &no nh // hswbi wo na te akie ///
4  0 0 O O  0

VbClsneg ind VbClsneg ind
you not-put body at now the life your the not-reach town

’If you do not try now, you will not reach the town alive.’
DB043

c. General time sequence
47. Ill a, na bhine ni okpa n& // b0 0 0  o

VbClsaor cpl 
they go-to dance cpl dance the he

bhue n 1 akp& /// 
keep in bag

'Whenever there was a dance, he kept his children in a bag.’
EC015

48. /// wif ni // ka a ko egwe imorobha ///0 9 0
VbClsaor cpl VbClsaor

day dawn cpl seq they call pi bridesmaids
'At day break the bridesmaids are called.’ AM027
(description of events at weddings)

49* III avurarnu nk wori dhe ni odo na // 6 dhi ni //
0 0  0 0 0 4  0

VbClsaor cpl VbClsaor cpl
woman the scrape finish cpl mortar the she eat cpl
o te 1 ///
VbClsneg ind 
it not-reach her

’Whenever the woman scraped the mortar clean and ate (the scraps) 
she was not satisfied.' FA037

tou imemini ei
o

VbClsaor 
take children his
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Specific and future time sequence combined
50. /// o whrase 6bh6 na // a gbni dhe // bbho za ni

B O  « O 0  0

VbCls des VbClsdes VbClsaor cpl
he open hand the they look finish hand stay cpl
kyakya // ka edei oki si dhf Gdhyomu na III

o 0 0 0
VbClsfut

clean seq man that will eat food the
'When he opens his hand and it is inspected, if the hand is clean, 
that man can eat the food.1 DG031

4.4.2.
This type consists of two or more verbal clauses. The 

demarcative feature is the sequential particle ka occurring between the 
clauses, and/or the adverb tuu 'until' occurring finally in any clause 
except the last one. There are the following restrictions on the 
component clauses?

a. If the clauses are positive indicative, only the aorist or the 
future tense occurs.

b. Not more than one clause may be negative. Two negative clauses 
in a co-ordinate relationship occur as a type 4 (cumulative) sentence.

c. Two positive imperative clauses do not occur. When the first 
clause is imperative, the second clause is in the aorist tense with a 
2nd person pronoun as head of the nominal phrase subject. Examples 
56 and 57.

51. /// end dire tuu // b dhesyi // ka bdhi nb bhie ///
VbClsaor VbClsaor VbClsaor

we cook till it last seq palm- the get-soft
fruit

'We cooked (the palm fruit) until after some time it got soft.'
AS007
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520 /// ka o bidha tuu // ka b ta na moni dnl adb III
9 0 4 « 0 0

VbClsaor VbClsaor
seq he walk until seq he go to see wife of-name

’He walked on until he went to see Ade's wife,’ HK005

53 • III ekbmu fou egwe isosyl // ka bkbmu kunu egwe ekwesu ///
0 4 0

VbClsaor VbClsaor
v/ord free people of-ohurch seq word hold people of-devil

’The church people were acquitted but the heathen people were 
found guilty* ’ BC085

54. /I/ o dhesyi // ka ekpulcpe na vu dhou okfrbo nk ///
o o o

VbClsneg ind VbClsaor
it not-last seq hawk the seize take box the

’It was not long before the hawk snatched away the box*’ CE045

55* III okf si wuru ivo tuu // ka blco na yi £ te eda ///
4 o Q

VbClsfut VbClsaor
he will do how till seq canoe the come to reach river

•What can he do to get the canoe to the river?1 HL041

56. /I/ tou §sbni dno na // ka bhh tou dhf bheb ///
•  © o  a o

VbClspos imp VbClsaor
take fish this the seq you take eat indeed

’Do take this fish and eat it o’ DK052

57 o III bha yi o // ka bha £ dhuu eni kpori ivie ///
VbClspos imp VbCls aor

you-pl come indeed seq you come-to follow us sing song
’bo come and sing with us.’ bL120
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5Q • /// wa tuu // bhu moni III
O 9  ■

VbClspos imp YbGlsaor 
look till you see

'Look until you find it,' E

The demarcative features of this type are the occurrence in the 
initial clause of one of a special group of verbs introducing speech or 
thought, and the speech particle ga which occurs between the clauses. 
This type is divided into two subtypes according to whether the verb in 
the initial clause is a speech verb or not.
4.4*5 *1 * Type 5A, Speech Verb in Initial Clause

The head of the verbal phrase in the initial clause is one of 
the following verbss

bhine 'ask' do
•

'argue' *gu 'promise
*gba 'tell* kali 'rebuke' ko 'call'
*ma 'teach' me 'agree' tyi ' shout'
*wei, wo ' say' vye ' cry'

Notes * indicafes that these verbs occur in a compound verbal phrase 
(section 7«4) preceding the verb kye lit. 'give' if a nominal phrase

o

object is present in the clause (example 65)-
In this subtype the speech particle is optional (examples 59, 66). 

It may occur preceding every clause in the speech material (example 60). 
Following a 1st person singular pronoun as subject of the speech verb the 
speech particle is ma (example 6l). In narrative with frequent 
conversation the speech verb may be omitted (examples 62, 63). In this 
case the speech particle is then obligatory. Following the speech, verb 
and/or speech particle there may be a clause or a rankshifted sentence 
of any type (example 60, 63-67).
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Examples a
59* 1/1 Alibb tyi // bki wu ni\ ///

•  o

tortoise shout he die cpl
’Tortoise shouted that he was ruined„' (lit. ’he had died')

CA027

60. /// a 1 wel //
they so say

ga o za ni enfa // ga a ta na ko otwal ///
_________ „ L, j, .t.ll 1 1 j_ m  ■ _ L .r   »t ;rankshifted sentence 

sp it stay cpl thus sp they should-go to call antelope
'They said that if so? they should go and call antelope.1 DLO66

61. /// ml wei // ma bn 1 ghei ilcpoli esbni ///
I say sp we not-kill many fish

'I said that we did not kill many fish.’ AA040

62. /// alibo // ga oki dhi dhu avu avh a ///
e a * * * *

tortoise sp he not-eat never one one even
'Tortoise (said) that he would never eat a single one.’ CK026

65 - j// amo na // ga sa bnia ///0
HomCl

child the sp not thus 
'The child said that was not right.' EH126

64. /I/ ka 6 wei // ga & somu ya ///
YbClsdeclarative 

seq. he may sp it be-good is
’He said that it v/as all right.' EJ029



59

65. /// 1 wo kye 1 // ga zh kbri §nl n' §na ///
VbCl s imperative 

they say give him sp stay wait-for us at here
’They said to him, ’’Wait for us here”.’ CG018

66. /// amo na i wei // bki si wuru ivo ///
*  a

VbClsinterrogative 
child the so say he still do how

'So the child said what was he to do?’ EJ017

67. /// b ko amo nh // ga inya a // bhu yi tlkwo nh ///
9   . _____

rankshifted question sentence 
she call child the sp today even you come farm the

'She called the child (and asked), ’’How about today, are you 
coming to the farm?” ’ FB053
Hotes The rankshifted sentence has the question intonation, 

ion 4»5)•

4 o4*3 *2„ Type 3B, ITon-speech Verb in Initial Clause
The head of the verbal phrase in the initial clause is one of 

the following verbs or pairs of verbs g
moni ’see’ nomu 'know*
syiene 'hear' tou ko ’think' (lit. take call)
geni moni ’realise’ ; ma moni ’perceive' (lit. show see)

(lit. look see)
The clause following the speech particle may be nominal or verbal. 

If it is verbal, it must be declarative in contrast to type 3A where the 
following clause may be of any type.

The first element in this type of sentence may also be the 
following clauses b 1 za ’if it is’. The sentence then occurs only 
as a rankshifted sentence as an element of sentence type 10 (section 
4.4*10) and not as an independent sentence. See example 93 (page 68).
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Hot eg Following the verb syiene ’hear' the particle ga indicates
that the report is secondhand, in contrast to the clause-introducer na 
(see sentence type 8, section 4»4*8) which indicates that the report is 
firsthand*

Compare
III o syiene // ga o nb yla ///

he hear sp it inc come
'He heard that it was coming,' (i.e. somebody told him) FB120

with
/// o syiene // na o nb yla ///
'Re heard it coming,' E

Examples s
68. I// o nomu // ga &ka nh, ka inumu agbura ///

NomCl
he not-know sp that the seq thing fairy 

'He did not know that that was a fairy,' CB008

69. /// eni l bhue-enia geni moni //
6  •

we so then look see
ga onisb nyoni kye ni §nl bbho b6 ///

O o o  o

VbCl
sp Cod put give cpl us hand big

'So we then realised that God had helped us very much,' AB013

70. H I  mi tbii ko j I ga bhu nomu me bhue ni ///
VbCl

I take call sp you know me keep cpl
' I thought you knew me.1 CH013
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71- Ill *> i ma moni // ga 6 somu ya ///
* o o

VbCl
he so show see that it he-good is

’So he perceived a way to do it.’ (lit. ’that it is good’)
DH052

4 .4.4, The Complex Sentence, Type 4 Cumulative
This type consists of two verbal clauses with the same polarity, 

Positive clauses are of the declarative type? negative clauses may be 
either declarative or imperative. The demarcative feature is the 
reinforcer a ’also’ which occurs in one or both clauses.

72. /// onu bha a bidha dhe nl //
c o n

mother their too walk finish cpl
bsunu bhb a bidha dhe ni ///
o  a •  c

father their too walk finish cpl
’Both their mother and father had left.’ EC016

73. /// obhb a mo wo // bvi a mo wo III
o •

arm too is-not you leg too is-not you
’Neither your arms nor your legs are strong.' EK004

74. III bha na gbai n ’ omh a // bhh nh bhine blibo a ///
• e   •

you-pl not turn at house too you not ask tortoise too 
'Bo not call at the house or ask tortoise.’ BL092

75° III o moni inumu avu a // o syiene a III
he not-see thing one too he not-hear too

’He did not see or hear anything.' E
See also example 112 (page 73)•
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4*4*5- The Complex Sentence, Type 5 Immediate Action
This type consists of* two verbal clauses. The second clause is 

in the incompletive aspect which is marked by the particle nA or no 
(section 5*4*5*3) and has a pronoun as head of the nominal phrase subject. 
This pronoun is in concord with respect to number and person with the 
head of the nominal phrase subject of the first clause. The action of 
the second clause follows immediately upon that of the first clause.
Examples a
76. /// opilopo i p h // 6 nb gbe ///

pig so leave he inc go-home
'So pig left and set off home,' CA008

77* III fegtia giri // f n& gldhe Alfbo ta ///
Q O

they turn they inc go-forward tortoise go 
'They turned and started towards tortoise.' DL038

78, I// b le fyani yi 1 bhari n'oku Sdhyomu nh //
o  o o o  o

he again fly come to land on dish of-food the
o no za kbrl &libb ///

he inc stay wait tortoise
'He flew again and came and landed on the dish of food and stayed 
waiting for tortoise.' HG037

See also example 111 (page 73)*

4*4*6. The Complex Sentence, Type 6 Anterior
This type consists of two verbal clauses. The demarcative 

feature is the cla-use-introducer kana 'before* 'so that' which occurs 
initially in the second clause. The action of the first clause has
preceded or will precede the action of the second clause.
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79* III za gbni §pilb 6koni el // kana bhu si moni ni° VbCl * 0 VbCl • • ° •stay look tricks of-fight his so-that you will be-able cpl
el koni ni ///
9 0 o

him fight cpl
’Keep watching his wrestling tricks so that you will be able to 
wrestle with him.1 AR010

80. I// ka o bidha ta // kana bkf dhemine na turu
Q ft V_r l r  1 q

VbCl VbCl
seq he walk go so-that he speed to meet
edhyomu na ///
»

food the
’And he walked on so as to get the food quickly. ’ DG060

81. /If ikpil&ma ka edbi na o shimu 6kb dlfbo nb, //
ft   _ _ ____  9 _________________ o  _________________________

f b C l

snail seq person who he push canoe of-tortoise the
kana onu dlibo wua ///'1X1' ~r o__
"  ’  VbCl
before mother of-tortoise die

'Snail is the one who pushed tortoise's canoe before his mother died.'
DLI46

Notes The Anterior sentence, which is underlined, is rankshifted and 
functions as an element of the nominal phrase as a relative construct 
(section 8.2,1.2).

See also example no. 110 (page 73)•
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4.4•7• The Complex Sentence, Type 7 Purpose
This type consists of two verbal declarative clauses of which the 

second one is in the subjunctive mood or in the future tense, The 
demarcative feature is the clause-introducer ga ’so that* which occurs 
initially in the second clause. The clause-introducer may be omitted 
when the clause is subjunctive (example 84)*

This type is distinguished from the type 3 Report sentence 
(section 4*4*3) since the verb in the initial clause is not restricted. 
The clause-introducer ga is distinguished from the speech particle ga 
since the former occurs only in a Purpose sentence whereas the latter has 
a wider distribution (section 4*4)•
Examples %
82. /// i gbaia // ga bha kou dhou et&i ///

O o 0 0 0

VbClsfut
they branch so-that they will- take fire

collect
'They branched off to collect some embers.'

83* III egwe akie enl isuh kwa // ga bha si duu
o

VbClsfut
people of-town our name prepare that they will out

'The people of our town Isua got ready to come out.'

84 o III ka mi toil xbi tou kye i // o tou dhiesetit  ̂ • t

VbClssubj
seq. I take nut take give him he should- eat-with-something

take
'Then I gave him some kernels to eat with (the wine).' DK014 

See also example 107 (page 72).

CE033

yik III
come

AC017

III
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4*4•9• The Complex Sentence, Type 8 Result
This type consists of two verbal declarative clauses. The 

demarcative feature is the clause-introducer na occurring initially in 
the second clause. There are two subtypes according to whether the verb 
occurring as head of the verbal phrase in the first clause is one of a 
restricted class or not,
4•4*8•1• Type 8A, Ko Restriction on Verb in Initial Clause

There is no restriction on the verb occurring as head of the
verbal phra,se in the first clause. Semantically, the second clause is
the result of the first.
Examples

85. /// ugbb rnvune dhe ya // na o nb su akpukuro na ///
• • q e

chewing- change finish is that it inc pound cassava the
stick

'The cheYdng-stick had completely changed with the result that it
was pounding the cassava,f ED025

For further examples see 108, 109 (page 72).

4.4*8.2, Type 8B, Restriction on Verb in Initial Clause
In this subtype there is no nominal phrase object in the initial 

clause, and the verb or verbs occurring as head of the verbal phrase 
belong to the following classs

geni 'look' moni ’see1 syiene 'hear1
o  o

Example g
86. //j hfeni geni moni // na bgbhn&mu na gidhe i ta ///

o o «  * i t

hen look see that fox inc toward him go
'Hen caught sight of fox coming towards him.’ CZ041

See also example 116 (page 74).
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This type consists of two or more verbal declarative clauses.
The initial clause is one of a limited number of constructions, all of 
which have an impersonal subject, i.e. the nominal phrase subject is the 
3rd singular pronoun which does not have any antecedent in a previous 
clause. The following are the most common impersonal constructions;

o dhuu alca yia 'therefore' (lit. 'it follows that comes')
o whru ivo 'why?' (lit. 'it does what')
o ko ni 6gbe
P * * o

'almost* (lit. 'it remained a little')
o te ni 'it is time' (lit. 'it has reached')
b ya 
•

'it is' (e.g. it is hard ,..)
o za ni 'if * (lit. 'it has stayed')

Note g b za ni with a following dense occurs only as a rankshifted 
sentence as an element of sentence type 1 (section 4*4*1) and not as an 
independent sentence (example 87)..

The occurrence of the special introductory clause is one 
demarcative feature of this sentence type. A second feature is the 
clause-introducer na vrtiich occurs initially in all clauses except the 
first one.

87. /// b za ni // na bha gbe j j ka bhh gbe o ///
rankshifted sentence 
it stay cpl that you will-go-home seq you go-home indeed

1 If you are going home, then go i1 FB016
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88. /// o dhfcu &ka yia // na bki yinigbb ///
it follow that come that he not-come-home

'Because of that, he did not come home.' FB027

89* /// o wbru ivo // na hh^ nb z§l dha ddhi nb. bfuromu j j
it do how that you inc stay drink wine the empty
na bha tou abhii dhiese ///

•  o

that you not-take kola eat-with-it
'¥hy are you drinking the wine by itself and not eating kola with 
it?' DK050

90. Ill b k6 ni 6gbe // na o nb dbl wua bhua ///
a *  * ' 1

it stay cpl little that he inc fall die indeed
'He almost fainted, fancy that!' CB018

91. /// b ni // na a si wuru ddhyomu dnwbnru ///
it reach cpl that they will make food of-evening

'It is time to cook supper.' AA043

4.4.10. The Complex Sentence, Type 10 Unfulfilled Condition
This type consists of two verbal declarative clauses. The 

demarcative feature is the clause-introducer sa which occurs initially
in the second clause. The clauses have special characteristics 
according to whether they are positive or negative.
First clause

Positive s The preverbal :l occurs before the verb,
Negative s The negative particle na occurs before the verb.

Second clause

Positive s The clause is in the incompletive aspect (marked by na )
negative s The negative particle na occurs before the verb.
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Examples s
92- III asu mb f wo ka mb // sa mi na ta ///

• * *

father my do say give me I inc go
’If my father had told me, I would have gone.’ E

93. ///b 1 za // ga bhu me 16 // sa mi nh wb ku wb ///
rankshifted sentence 

it so stay sp you agree only I inc say give you
’If only you had agreed, I would have told you.1 DL070

Fotes See section 4*4*3*2 for details of the construction b 1 zb, .

94. /// asu me na wo leu me // sa mi nb, ta ///
•  0

father my neg say give me I inc go
’If my father had not told me, I would have gone.’ E

95* /// asu mb 1 wo ku me // sa mi na ta ///
*  m

father ray so say give me I neg go
'If my father had told me I would not have gone.’ E

4*5. Question Sentences
A question sentence is any simple or complex sentence composed 

only of declarative clauses with one or "both of the following 
demarcative featuress

a. a question terminal
b. question intonation
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Question Terminals
i. A occurs in general questions* It usually occurs sentence 

finally, "but for emphasis it may occur finally in every clause in the 
sentence (example 98)•

ii. samh occurs in alternative questions. It occurs finally in the
first clause. If there is only one clause, it indicates a negative 
alternative (i.e. 'or not1) (example 99)*
iii. e occurs sentence finally and indicates doubt or disbelief.

The vowel harmonises with the quality of the final vowel of the sentence 
(examples 101-103).
Question Intonation

Starting with the verbal phrase of the clause that is
semantically a question, the pitch of the remainder of the sentence is

traised. This is shown in the examples by an arrow 5 . Examples 
104-106.
Examples s
96. /// bhu nA, syiene & ///

you inc hear qu
‘Are you listening?’ CZ027

97. H I  mi wo ku wo // ga bhb ka Anya m& a ///
I not-say give you sp you seq horse my qu

'Didn’t I tell you that you are my horse?’ CC048

98. Ill mi wo kye bha A- // bdhmunabhuagu ka Anya me a //
I not-say give you qu wolf seq horse my qu
na bha tou avuramu tou kyd A, ///• 0 . * ~
that you take woman take give qu

‘Didn’t I tell you that the wolf to whom you gave the woman is 
my horse?’ CC053
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99- Ill 6lo i na n& i yia sknu ///
9

friend her the inc again come qu 
'Is her friend coming again or not?' FB061

100, /// o tou kpai an£tmu samu // 0 tou kpai dfbni ///
* C • 0 9 o Q 9 9

he will-take feed animals qu he will"take feed hirds qu 
'Will he use it to feed the animals or the hirds?' DC029
Notes The final a is optional in alternative questions,

101, Ilf ga hhu fye mb £ ///
sp you exceed me qu

'(He said) you thought you had beaten me, did you? (you haven't')'
EJ014

102, / / /  iie na 6 za eni& a tbu edei bhile bhilb e / / /
•  0  0 o

lie that it is thus they take man tell tell
'Can it be that such a lie as this has been told about someone?'

CY050
Notes The object of the clause is frontshifted (section 5*4*3)*

105* //I ka bhh wei // ga bhu gidhe onu enf ta n'ukwd ukwo e ///
seq you say sp you toward mother our go at farm farm qu

'You said that you used to go to meet our mother at the farm, did 
you?' FB091

A

104* III edei 11& bhine omini ei // ga bhu 1 dhurno ///
man the ask daughter his sp you will-marry

'The man asked his daughter, "Will you marry (him)?' DH004
Notes The question sentence (underlined) is rankshifted and forms 
part of a report sentence, type 5A (section 4*4*3*l)*
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105 • III ta ni akife // bhu | tou gba ///
+  0 0  o  '  o

you go opl town you will-take tell
’If you go to the town, will you tell (anyone)?' DE017

106. I// bhh ! moni el ///
«  * 0 0

'Did you see him?' CJ033

4*6. Rankshifted Sentences
Sentences whose structure is more complex than that already 

described have as one or more of their elements rankshifted sentences 
which function as single clauses. Clauses in a rankshifted sentence 
are more closely related (i.e. have a greater degree of mutual 
dependence) to each other than to other clauses in the sentence. There 
is a ranking scale of closeness of relationship between the clauses as 
follows s

Clauses in a main/subordinate relationship (types 6-10) are more 
closely knit than those in a co-ordinate relationship (types 1-5)*

When all clauses are co-ordinate, there are three degrees of
closeness of relationship as described below; a) being the closest 
relationship and c) the least close.

a. Elements of one or both clauses are restricted in some degree 
(types 4 and 5 )̂

b. There is a fixed sequence of features between clauses (type l)f
c. Clauses are linked only by the particle ka or ga (types 2 and 3)*

A rankshifted sentence may occur as the non-final element of any 
sentence type except types 4 &nd 9> and as the final element of any type 
except types 4? 5> 9 ^ d  10. Sentences of any type except types 2 and 3 
may be rankshifted, provided all the component clauses are declarative 
(section 4*l)* In- the examples which follow, the rankshifted sentence 
(abbreviated 'rs sentence') is under lined, and the analysis of the wliole 
sentence is given after the free translation.
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107. Ill O za tuu // ka ekpukpd yi 1 te //
o

it stay till seq. hawk come to reach
ka b tou owutumu na kye i // ga 6 tou ei ta ///

*  «  *  , t * .  0 _______  Q B  i r i .... ..........

seq. he take rat the give him that he should- him go
take

’When after some time the hawk arrived he gave him the rat to 
take there,! CE039

Analysis s rs sentence type 7 as final element of type 1.

108, /// bhh duu ta ni // na h moni wo ni //
• • « «

you go-out go cpl so-that they see you cpl
ka bhh dei ni orou ibb ///
seq. you fall cpl law ?

!If you go out and they see you, you have broken the ' ibe1 law 
(an old tribal law)*1 33M038

Analysiss rs sentence type 8A as initial element of type 1

109 • III moni me // ga o gbe 6furomu // na o bidha
•  *    „  I  »

I not-able agree that he should- empty that he not-marry
go-home

omini mb //j 
child my

fI cannot agree that he should go home without marrying 
daughter,'

Analysiss rs sentence type 8A as final element of type

my
DH006

3A.
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110. /// b ya // na bhu 1 nomu ikpoli dpilb //
•    _ _ _ _ _ _ _  . _____

it is that you vri.ll know many tricks
kana bhu si moni esyiobho konf ni ///

o a 6 « o o
so-that you will be-able wrestling fight cpl

’(The secret) is knowing many tricks so that you will be able to 
wrestle.1 AR002

Analysis; rs sentence type 9 initial element of type 6,

111. /// 6 dhi dhe ni // k£ b pa // b nb gbe ///
O P Q P *

he eat finish cpl seq he start he inc go-home
’Whenever he had eaten he would set off for home.1 DE019
Analysiss re sentence type 5 as final element of type 1,

112. /// i dhyani ni ipwa nh // ka akie inii nh //
• 6 0  •

they enter cpl room the seq town four the 
a nu inumu // a dhei odhei bd a dhu ///
■    «  l_LL^ J .X M -LB. _ I 1 ■  I ■   ______________________ ■_one not-hit thing one not- noise big also never

sound
’When they had gone into the 'ipwa* room nothing was beaten and no 
big noise was made throughout the four villages.’ BM077
Analysiss rs sentence type 4 as final element in type 1.

115. /// ka o te udhb // opilopd t& na te //
seq it reach tomorrow pig go to reach
ka hlibb vye // ga atyd 1 wu nh ///

•  D p

seq tortoise cry sp brother his die cpl
’When next day came and pig arrived, tortoise cried that his 
brother had died.' CA005
Analysiss rs sentence type 1 as initial element in type 3A.
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114* ///mi yi i te // ka ml tou esenx na nyoni n'aki dirb tuu //
 __  _______  9________9.................. ...........................................................................»   9_____________ ________________  _________ ________________ •

I come to reach seq. I take fish the put in pot cook till
m£ dirk p&dhe // ka mi n& ko asu me n* omu el ///_,L..t 4 * * 0 •
I cook finish seq I go-to call father my in house his

'■When I arrived I put the fish in a pot and cooked it until when 
I had finished cooking it3 I went to call father in his house.'

AA030
Analysis: two rs sentences type 1 as initial and final element

of type 2.

115. /// h za ni // na bhd khnu el // nd odwbi oki nd mo wo
b >t 0 *c

it stay cpl that you hold him that fear that the is-not you
n ' ikpehi // ka b ghori ya // na bhu si deia ///

d e
in heart seq it hard is that you will faill

’If you hold him without being afraid you will not easily fall.'
AB030

Analysis s a b c d e
rs Sen§9 Sens9

Sentences 1

116. /// amo na bidha tuu // k h o syiene //
•  ^  o  t» -a b

child the walk till seq he hear
na bbhueneti n& kpo // ka b bhine I j j/

c d
that lion inc roar seq he ask it

'When the child walked on he heard a lion roaring and he enquired 
from the box (what to do),' CE022

Analysis s a b c d, »  1rs Sens833
rs Sensi 

1_____ Sentence
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CHAPTER FIVE 
THE CLAUSE i. THE VERBAL CLAUSE

5.0. Introduction
The clause is one phrase or a group of phrases which are

syntactically related. It is delimited on phonological criteria? 
it is bounded by potential pause; no elision occurs across clause 
boundaries, however short the pause.
5-1. Function of the Clause

The primary function of the clause is as. an element of the 
sentence. Clauses are classed as independent or dependent according 
to whether or not they can occur as a single, i.e. complete sentence. 
An independent clause may occur as a complete sentence or as one 
element of a complex sentence. A dependent clause functions only 
as one element of a complex sentence.

Dependent clauses are marked by a clause-introducer (sections 
4*4 11*8)s independent clauses are distinguished by the absence
of any clause~introdueer.

Some clauses also have a secondary function as rankshifted 
units at phrase rank where they may function as a complete nominal 
phrase (section 8.2.7) or as an attributive element to the head of 
the nominal phrase (section 8.2.1.2). In a very few cases a clause 
functions at word rank as a noun of type 6 (section 10.2.2). Only 
clauses of the verbal declarative type (section 5*4) have this 
secondary function as a rankshifted unit.

The inter-relation between independent and dependent clause 
classes and between the different clause types will be described 
under each clause type (sections 5*2, 6.0, 6.5).
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5.2. Basic Structure of the Clause
Clauses are described according to their elements which are 

phrases, and their syntagmatic features, both relational and demarcative. 
The demarcative features have the following formss particles, intonation 
patterns, reduplication of certain elements, or tone patterns of the 
verbal phrase. Since there are no verb tone classes, the different 
tone patterns marking tense etc. remain constant in every clause.

The demarcative features are analysed as part of the clause 
structure and not of the phrase structure since they may be spread 
over more than one element in the clause or over the whole clause, 
and since they cause different types of juncture between the elements 
of the clause.

The demarcative features are arranged in mutually exclusive
i.e. closed sets. Each set is assigned a label in accordance with 
the category that the features mark, e.g. tense, mood etc.

Clauses do not have any special features marking person and 
number, with the exception of imperative clauses as described below. 
Number is marked either by the noun e&we 'people' 'plurality' preceding 
the noun in question, or in a few cases by a prefix to the noun (section 
10.2.2), or by the pronoun and demonstrative classes which have a 
singular/plural system (section 10.5? 10.5). Where the number is 
not marked, reference to one or to more than one is clear from the 
context. At clause rank number is shown by the head of the nominal 
phrase subject, except in imperative clauses where it is shown by 
the presence or absence of the nominal phrase subject (section 5*5)*

The category of person is marked by the pronoun class which 
has a three term system (section 10.2). As has already been noted, 
the person of the pronoun used distinguishes different types of speech 
quotation (section 5*5)*
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On the basis of differences in internal structure three main 
types of clause are distinguished? verbal, nominal and marginal.
Within each main type further subtypes are set up as follows?

verbal s declarative, imperative, interrogative
nominal s declarative, interrogative
marginal s vocative, exclamatory

The verbal clause will be described in this chapter, and the nominal 
and marginal clauses in chapter 6.

The verbal clause may be independent or dependent. When it is 
independent it functions as a simple sentence or as any element of a 
complex sentence, types 1-5° When it is dependent, it functions only 
as the final element of a complex sentence, types 6-10.

The verbal clause may be simple or compound in structure. When 
compound it is termed a clause string. The simple clause is described 
in sections 5•3-5*8 and the clause string in section 5*9*
5•3• The Verbal Clause

The verbal clause is composed or nominal, verbal and adverbial 
phrases (abbreviated fNP', ’VP1, ’AP’ respectively in the singular and 
'HP's* etc. in -the plural). The UP preceding the VP functions as subject. 
The one or two HP’s following the VP function as object. (The UP 
functioning as subject is abbreviated 'UPs* and the UP functioning as 
object ’UPo1.) Up to two AP's occur clause finally. It is useful to 
distinguish between nuclear and peripheral elements since the difference 
between the types of verbal clause concerns mainly the nuclear elements.
The UPs and the following VP form the nucleus of the clause except in one 
case, viz. when the clause is imperative and the subject is singular 
there is no UPs (section 5*5)* The other phrases in the clause are all 
optional peripheral elements. The number of HPo's that occur is 
determined by the class of verbs functioning as head of the VP (section 
10.1.1.1). Where there are two UPo!s, the first frequently but not 
invariably, corresponds to the English indirect object (examples 130,
155, 162).
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The theoretical maximum structure of the clause may be 
diagrammed as follows s

+NPs +VP 
nucleus

iAP x 2
periphery

No example of the maximum expansion of the clause has occurred 
in the corpus. Examples of different expansions of the clause are 
given in the following sections, and their structure is summarised in 
the chart below.

Verbal clauses are divided into three types on the basis of 
differences in internal structure? declarative, imperative and 
interrogative. Each clause type has different demarcative features 
which are interrelated„ The interrelation of the features of polarity, 
mood, tense and primary aspect is diagrammed on the following page.
The interrelation between these features and secondary aspect is 
described in section 5*7*
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Interrelation of Clause Features
Clause Type Polarity 

and Mood

f negative
. t . . | Lpositivedeclarative *

- ‘indicative - 
- subjunctive

Tense

•descriptive
future

Primary
Aspect

v — incompletive\l
referential neutral
-aorist--—  completive

imperative - ■{
~ negative 
positive

. . rsubjunctiveinterrogative -j °
L indicative - -

5-4*

•future
.non-future

The Verbal Clause, Type 1 Declarative
The nuclear elements of the declarative clause are a HP 

functioning as subject followed by a VP. Two subtypes of the declarative 
clause are distinguished on the basis of the different class of VP and 
different demarcative features.
5.4.1. The Verbal Clause, Type IA

In the declarative clause, type 1A the VP is of class A (section 
7.5*l) and the clause has features which mark polarity and mood. Positive 
indicative clauses have features marking tense and primary aspect.
Negative and subjunctive clauses are not marked for tense or primary 
aspect (see the chart at the top of the page).
5.4.1.1. Polarity and Mood

There are two intonation patterns which mark polarity. In the 
negative pattern the range between the pitches is narrowed so that the 
high tones are lower and the low tones are higher than the corresponding 
pitches in positive clauses. The negative intonation pattern extends 
from the VP to the end of the clause.
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The particle dhu 'never' may occur following the VP or 
clause finally in addition to the negative intonation pattern. The 
vowel of the particle harmonises with the vowel quality (section 2.2.1) 
of the preceding word, e.g. dhu in example 119> dhu in example 120.

Q

Tone patterns of the VP further mark "both the mood and polarity 
of the clause. (in the examples which follow, the verb root is 
underlined, and the structure is given of those clauses which are 
included in the chart on page 79*)

The negative indicative is marked hy the following tone pattern
verb roots 3 syllables 2 syllables 1 syllable
tone patterns HHH HE H

Examples s
117. // mi / ta /j

EPs VP 
I not-go

'I'm not going ' BD012

118. // ivuramu akie eni / mise / n' dsh adhiA //
* o  0 •

HPs VP~ AP
women of-town our not-sleep on night of-that-day

'The women of our town did not sleep the night before that day'
AC004

119. // O / leu me dhu //
•  9 * o

he not-give me never 
'He never gives me any ' EA009

120. // a / ko / dnia dhu //
one not-call thus never 

'It is never said like that ' DG012
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The negative subjunctive) i© marked by the negative particle na 
occurring initially in the VP and by the tone pattern below. The 
particle has two allomorphs: no following the 3**d person singular
pronoun in the NPs; nA elsewhere. The vowel of no harmonises with 
the quality of the vowel of the verb root (section 2.2.1). The tone 
pattern is as follows s

3 syllables 
HLL

verb root 
tone pattern

2 syllables 
HL

Examples; 
121. // b

he
/ nb 

neg
'He should not go 1

/  ^  / /
should-not-go

1 syllable 
HL

CB005

bhune //122, // b / mb

it neg should-not-break
'May it not break!' M 016

123. // &
KPs
one

/ nA zyo0
VP

neg should- 
not-cut

/ 1
NPo
him

/

'He is not to be wounded '

6nb //
HPo
wound

CY010

positive subjunctive is marked by the positive 
intonation and the following tone patterns

verb root 3 syllables 2 syllables 1 syllable
tone pattern HHL HL L
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124. // Uni / //
O

you should-go 
’You should go’

125. // onyenye / bidhh /0
NPs ”~vp"

everyone should-walk
'Let everyone go his own way’

EJ054

ugbuswei
NPo
road

ei

his

//

CZ082

Positive indicative clauses are marked by the positive intonation. 
They do not have a tone pattern marking polarity and mood since they are 
marked for the further categories of tense and primary aspect.
5.4 -1.2 Tense

The only clauses which are marked for tense are positive 
indicative clauses. The tense category is a four-term systems future, 
aorist, descriptive, referential, marked by a set of four tone patterns 
as followss

Tense

a. Future
b. Aorist
c. Descriptive
d. Referential

Yerb Root
3 syllables 

hHL 
HHH 
LLH 
HHL

2 syllables 
HL 
HH 
IE 
HL

1 syllable 
HL 
H 
H 
HL

Notes "When the tone patterns is the same for two tenses or moods, 
differences in juncture features between the NPs and the YP resolve 
the ambiguity (section 5-8.2).

a. The future tense is used for action in future time except for the 
immediate future. The future particle si_ or occurs optionally at 
the beginning of the YP. The vowel of the particle harmonises with the 
quality of the vowel of the verb root (section 2.2,1).
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Examples s
126. // mi / syienb

I will-hear
'I will hear1

//

FAiie

127. // avuramu na 
woman the

/ si nun / 
will shake

onwi // 
#

body
The woman will tremble* FA040

128, // Alibo / i kpe me / osa mb //
*  O O O  0 #

tortoise mil pay me due my
‘Tortoise will pay me what he owes me’ CA018

b. The aorist tense denotes a single non-future punctiliar action, 
which may be past or present according to the context. It is the usual 
tense for the main actions in a narrative.
Examples g

129. // alibo / 
»

tortoise
vilese / obho

o

open hand
'Tortoise opened his hand'

/ /

DG043

130. // mi / na kiclhe / irityadi / ipeni //
t o  a

I got-to remove Richard penny
'I went to get a penny from Richard' AT047

131. // b / nu / n ! utomu okwei nh / kpoukpou //
0 0 o

KPs VP AP AP
he hit at top of palm-tree the tap-tap

'He knocked at the top of the palm tree tap tap* EHO66

For examples of the aorist tense denoting non-past action see nos. 48 
(page 54), 56-58 (pages 56, 57).
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tense denotes either a non-future state or 
incomplete action (examples 152-154)• The reference may be to past or 
present time according to the context* The descriptive tense denotes 
a single complete action only in the following circumstances s

I. In a non-final clause of a complex sentence type 1 (Sequential) •
Examples 155 (below) and 57-39 (page 52)°

ii. In the context of present time. Example 156.
iii. As an expression of disgust when it is used instead of the

aorist tense in the final clause of a complex sentence type 1*
Example 157*

Examples g
152* / / a / k o / l /  ogbhra //

they call him name
'He is called Ogbura' BC054
Hotes The tone of the verb is automatically upstepped before the 

following L tone*

155, /// ukpe old. // ka mi / za / n' amb gberl-konyl ///
year that seq I stay in child small very

'In that year I was a very young child' BCO56

154. jj a / dhybni / 11' ebhura //
o

they enter in age-group
'One becomes a member of the club for one's own age-group'

EC002

135. /// mi / dlla / ©sou / asybi n& / kukwe // mi / giri dhe ///
o •  *

NPs "VP" HPo NPo AP
I stretch ear fish the popping I turn finish

'When I heard the fish making a popping noise, I turned right 
back.' AT024
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136. // 6 / wbla ga...
!He says . i.e* repeating what a person in the room has just said.

E

137. /// ma / tbu / enuma / tou kye / i // ka o / tbh su tuvaia ///
•  0 #  o  *  0 * 0 0 0

I take money take give him seq he take throw away
’When I gave him some money he threw it away.f E
Notes In the final clause the VP is compound and the tone pattern 
is manifested over all the verbs (section 7-4-1)*

d. The referential tense occurs mainly when the clause functions 
as a non-final element of a complex sentence type 1 (Sequential) (examples 
138 below and 36 on page 52), or as a rankshifted unit (section 8.2.1.2). 
It also occurs in independent clauses when the NPo or the AP contains a 
numerical expression (examples 139 > 140). There is often a short pause 
before the numerical expression.
Examples 3
138. /// o / tuuA // I / gbei / eseni ///

it empty very kill fish
’As it (the pond) emptied, they caught the fish.’ EG028

139- // Adhidhe na / tou bhub / igbei nAA lvuramu fsybnl //
rich-man the take keep 10 and women 5

'The rich man had fifteen wives' EH002
Notes The VP is compound and the tone pattern is manifested over
both verbs (section 7-4*1)*

140. // bnf / zd / tuu iwiki dvh //
a

we stay till week one
’We stayed for a week' AP017



Certain particles may occur with certain tenses. The particles 
are analysed as demarcative features marking different primary aspects? 
ni marking the completive aspect, and n§, the incompletive aspect.
Clauses which have neither particle are analysed as having neutral aspect.

The reasons for analysing the particles as features of the clause 
and not as elements of the VP are as follows 8

a. They are relevant at sentence rank being obligatory in certain 
sentence types (i.e* types 1, 5 10), whereas other attributive
elements of the VP are relevant only at phrase ranks

b. Other attributive elements of the VP occur with all tenses 
whereas the above particles occur only with certain tenses. As tense
is a feature of the clause it is more convenient to analyse the particles 
as forming part of the interrelated system of clause features.

With the aorist tense there is a two term system of primary aspect: 
completive / neutra.1. With the descriptive tense there is also a two 
term systems incompletive / neutral. With the future and referential 
tenses only the neutral aspect occurs.

completive aspect is marked by the particle ni which
occurs following the 'core1 of the VP (see section 7*2. for definition
of ’core'). The completive aspect denotes that the action has been or 
will be completed before the next action begins. The particle ni has 
two allomorphss nu occurs following the vowel u? ni occurs elsewhere. 
The allomorphs harmonise with the quality of the vowel of the verb root 
(section 2.2.1).
Examples s
141. /// mi / me // ga oniso / wuru nu III

I agree sp God do cpl
’I agreed, (saying) God had done it.' AT031
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142. /// & / gbfe /// &dh& / T>hf nl o ///
ft ^

one let-go-home day be-black cpl in-fact 
•Let's go home! It has got dark, you know.1 FB015

145. Ill 6 / nomu // ga onfsb / kye ni / el / amb ///
O f t  ft 4

she not-know sp God give cpl her child
•She did not know that God had given her a child.' LCOJO

For use of the completive aspect in the complex sentence type i see 
section 4*4*1«

The incompletive aspect is marked by the particle nb occurring 
initially in the VP. It denotes that the action is happening at the 
same time as the previous action (examples 144? 145) or will start in 
the immediate future. The particle nh has two allomorphss
nb occurs following the Jrd. person singular pronoun in the NPsj
nh occurs elsewhere. The vowel of nb harmonises with the quality
of the vowel of the verb root (section 2.2.1).
Examples g
144. /j! hdhe / na bhia // ka ... 1 / bhue*enfa ko / 1 ///

o

day inc be-black seq they then call her 
'It was getting dark and (so) they then called her.1 FB014

145 • III ̂ th [na a ^  n^] // onydnye / na ma / ikpebl /
•  «

time that they inc go the each-one inc think heart 
Inumu [na 0 si dub ddb ] ///

ft 4 9 4

thing that he will buy buy
'As they were going along each person was thinking of what he 
would buy.' CG022
Note 5 The square brackets indicate a rankshifted verbal clause 
which is functioning as part of a NP (section 8.2.1.2).
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146, /// b / te ni / udhe // ka ml / na yla ///
o

it reach cpl tomorrow seq I inc come
’Tomorrow I will come.” (lit. when it reaches tomorrow .,.) CA028

For use of the incompletive aspect in complex sentence type 5 see
section 4*4*5 in type 10 see section 4*4*10.
5*4*2. The Verbal Clause, Type IB

In the declarative clause type IB the VP is of class B (section
7.3*2) and the clause has only one demarcative feature. This is the
intonation pattern marking polarity. The clause has either the positive 
or the negative intonation (section 5*4*l*l)*
Examples s
147* // &s&nl / ya / bhkb //

fish are indeed
’There is plenty of fish’ EG026

148. // Alibo / i mo / n ’ ewai nA //
« •

tortoise again is-not ib pond the
’Tortoise was no longer in the pond’ CJ042

5*4*3* Emphasis in the Declarative Clause
In some declarative clauses special syntagma,tic features have 

occurred which give emphasis to one of the phrases. As these features 
have occurred only in declarative clauses and not in imperative or 
interrogative , a system of emphatic / non-emphatic clauses in general 
has not been set up. Instead the features are analysed as modifications 
to the basic declarative clause structure. Only declarative clauses of 
type 1A occur with these special features.

The syntagmatic features differ according to which phrase in the 
clause, whether the UPs, VP, or NPo, is made emphatic.

1. In imperative and interrogative clauses emphasis is expressed by
elements (e.g. adverbs) which are analysable in terms of the regular 
clause structure.
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Emphasis on the UPs
A clause with emphasis on the UPs has the following special 

characteristics s
a. The VP has a tone pattern which is the same as that of the 

subjunctive* i.e.
verb root 3 syllables 2 syllables 1 syllable
tone pattern HHL HL L

bo Future time is shown by the occurrence of the future particle 
L or i-LL initially in the VP (example 150).

c. Negative clauses have the negative intonation pattern and the 
negative particle sa clause initially, preceding the NPs (example 151).

d. The definitive particle ni occurs following the 'core1 of the 
VP (see section 7*2 for the definition of ’core’)* The particle has 
the same allomprphs as the completive particle (see page 87)* It is 
distinguished from the completive particle since it may occur with the 
future particle and function in negative clauses, whereas the completive 
particle does not occur in either of these environments.

149* /// em. / sise dhe / ekpau nh // mf / za ni / n'utumu 61cb ///
ft *

we set finish hooks the I stay def at tail of-canoe
'When we set all the hooks, I was the one at the back of the 
canoe.' AP013

150. // bkf / si kilo ni //
he will rule def

'He will be the one to rule' BJ009

151. // sa mx / gbei ni //
not I kill def

'I was not the one who killed it' EEO96
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Emphasis on the VP
The VP in a positive clause may he emphasised in one of two ways

a. By the use of the completive instead of the neutral aspect 
(example 152)$

ho By the occurrence of the emphatic particle va either initially 
in the VP or following the incompletive particle, if present (examples
153-154).

The VP in a negative clause is emphasised hy repeating the verb 
following the reinforcer nu clause finally (examples 155) 15 )̂* 
repetition of the verb is analysed as an element of the VP margin 
(section 7»5)•
Examples s
152. // o / rnoni ni / bgbanamh //

• * • o

he see cpl fox
'He actually saw fox' CZO36

153. // bhu / si va deiA /j
you will ernp fall

'You will surely fall'

154* // ani dliho / nk va nu gbei / &fe-oduzyf / bhbo //
® •    9 9

HPs VP NPo AP
wife of-tortoise inc emp hit kill fish all-the-same

'Tortoise's wife went on heating the fish to death all the same.'
CH015

155* // kko na / yi nu yfa //0 o

canoe the not-come indeed come
’The canoe did not move at all' BL057
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156 a // ml / raa dhi / inumu / nh dh£A //
X yet not-eat thing indeed eat

’I have not eaten anything at all1 E
Kates Eor the addition of the final -a to the verb root in 
examples 155 > 156, see section lO.l.lo^*

Emphasis on the KPo
To emphasise the object, the NPo is frontshifted and precedes

the NPs. It may be followed by the sequential particle ka, or by the
speech particle ga in speech material.
Examples s
157 * // iniunu dvu a / £ / moni //

      *

HPo " EPs YP
thing one even they not-see 

'They did not see anything at all1 CK054

156. // avuramu nh / ka a / 1 gbei& //
o  ____ _______ _____

m o  ' MPb YP
woman the seq they will kill

rIt is the woman that they will kill' DH036
5*5* The Yei'bal Clause, Type 2 Imperative

When the subject person is singular the clause has only one nuclear 
element. This is a YP of class A (section 7-3»l)* When the subject 
person is plural the YP is preceded by a NP functioning as subject and 
consisting of the pronoun bha .

The positive imperative clause has three demarcative features, two 
obligatory and one optional. The obligatory features are the positive 
intonation (section 5*4*l*l) and the following tone patterns

verb root 5 syllables 2 syllables 1 syllable
tone pattern LXH IH H

When the pronoun bha occurs as subject there is ambiguity between the 
positive imperative and the descriptive tense. This ambiguity is 
resolved by the context (example 160).
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The optional demarcative feature is the exclamation gwa ’right! 1 
'oome on!’ which may occur clause initially in positive clauses (examples 
I65 and also 43? page 53)°
Examples g

159* // vilese / bbho //
-~yp B-p0
open hand

’Open your hand’ LG042

160. // bha / kpe me / edhya mb //
♦  o  *  *

pi pay me yams my
’Pay (pi.) me for my yams’ DK028
Noteg The same clause in a different context could mean 
’You pay me for my yams (i.e. but others do not)’.
For the reasons for analysing me as part of the VP see section 11.5*

161. // za / dbnyl //
VP AP
stay quiet

’Be quiet’ EJ055

162. // nyoni / el / egbilamu // o o •

VP WBo NPo
put him lock

'Lock (your leg) around his’ (a wrestling expression) AR016

163. // gwa tou //
VP

come-on take
’Come on, take it' DK011
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The negative imperative has three demarcative features, all 
obligatory? the negative particle nh occurring initially in the YP, 
the negative intonation (section 5*4 *1*1) "the following tone patterns

verh root 3 syllables 2 syllables 1 syllable
tone pattern HLL HL HL
When the pronoun bha occurs as subject there is no distinction 

between the negative imperative and the negative sub j motive.. The
ambiguity is resolved by the context (example I65).
Exampless
I64. // n& wurh //

neg do
’Don’t do it’ EE094

165 - // bhh / n& bhfne / dlibb //
you neg ask tortoise

’Do not (pi*) ask tortoise' DL092
Hotes The same clause in another context could mean 
'you should not ask tortoise.'

5*6* The Verbal Clause, Type 3 Interrogative
The structure of the interrogative clause is the same as that of 

the declarative clause (section 5*4) except that either one of the HP's
is of type 4 (interroga/fcive, section 8,2.4) or one of the AP's is of
type IB (interrogative, section 9*2.1).

The interrogative clause has obligatory demarcative features 
marking mood and tense. It has no features marking polarity. Only 
clauses which are semantically positive occur. (As has already been 
described, question sentences which are differentiated from interrogative 
clauses may be positive or negative, section 4 *5)*
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The interrogative clause also has two optional demarcative 
features 8 the interrogative intonation in which the pitch of the 
whole clause is raised, and the question particle fi which may 
occur sentence finally. The analysis of the question particle 
as a feature of the clause even though its occurrence is finally 
in the sentence, admittedly means that at times the demarcative 
feature of the unit is not adjacent to or within the unit itself. 
However, this presents only a practical and not a theoretical problem. 
The alternative analysis would be to set up interrogative sentences 
in contrast to declarative sentences. This would lead to a lot of 
reduplication of description since the relationships between clauses 
in the two types of complex sentence are to a very large extent 
parallel.

There are differences in structure and in obligatory 
demarcative features according to which phrase is interrogative, 
so on this basis two subtypes are distinguished,
5.6.1* The Verbal Clause, Type 5A Interrogative NPs

The TP is of class A (section 7*3*1) and has a tone pattern 
which is the same as for the subjunctive, i.e.

verb root 5 syllables 2 syllables 1 syllable
tone pattern HHL HL HL

The clause is further marked according to tense. The 
tense category here has two terms? non-future is unmarked and 
future is marked by the future particle si .

The definitive particle ni occurs following the ^ore1 
of the VP (see section 7*2 for the definition of ’core').
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Examples a

166. // byo / bhuene ni / alcie nb, //
who have def town the

'Who owns the town?' CF027

167. // iyo / si nyine ni / dnd //
© g 0 0

what will cause def this

'How will this happen?' FD038

168. // byo / za ni / edbl [na 6 yi] //
who stay def man who he not-come

'Who did not come?' (lit. Who is the man who did not come?)

Hote3 The rankshifted clause (enclosed in brackets) 
functioning as an element of the HP is marked 
for negative, not the main VP of the clause.

169. /// iyo / wuru nu // na bhu / gba ni h ///
what do def that you tell cpl qu

'What happened to make you tell?' HE049

gates The interrogative clause is the first element 
of a complex sentence type 8A.
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5.6.2. The Verbal Clause, Type 5B Interrogative NPo or AP
The VP may he of class A or B. When the VP is of class A the 

clause is marked for mood. The subjunctive clause is marked by the tone 
pattern given below. The indicative clause does not have a tone pattern 
marking mood since it is marked for the further category of tense. The 
tense category has two terms s non-future is marked by a tone pattern 
which is the same as that marking the descriptive tense in declarative 
clauses 5 future is marked by the tone pattern below and the optional 
occurrence of the future particle !_ or si .

Mood / Tense Verb Hoot
3 syllables 2 syllables 1 syllable

subjunctive HHL HL L
non-future LLH LH H
future hHL HL HL

Note; Tone patterns for the subjunctive mood and the future tense in 
these clauses are the same as for the declarative clause.
Examples s
(Non-future is abbreviated ’nfut')
170. // mf / dhuu / edho a //

VPsA subj 
I should-go where qu

'Where should I go:1' CE020

171. // bhu / kb. me / inumu / n ' 6th vo //
VPsA nfut

you give me thing at time what
'When did you give me anything?' FD014
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172. // a / dhi / 6kie inwel / n'Mhe b, //
« *

“VPsA nfut
one eat time how-many in day qu

’How many times a day does one eat?’ AA044

173* // khu / i pa / ovo a //0 9
VPsA fut 

you will choose which qu
'Which will you choose?' CY009

174, // o / ya / n'edho //
*

VPsB
he is at where 

’Where is he?' CY039

175° /// blibo / le whru / Ivo / tuu //
•     •

“ vpT a "nfut'”™"" ’ ' —
tortoise again do how until
ka o / na le gbei ni / edel b, ///
seq he go-to again kill cpl man qu

’How has tortoise managed to kill another man?’ EK031
Notes The interrogative clause is the first element of a 
complex sentence type 2.

One or more phrases in a clause may be reduplicated. This 
reduplication has been analysed as a demarcative feature marking 
secondary aspect. Three different aspects are distinguished 
according to which phrases are reduplicated? habitual / intensive, 
repetitive, and distributive. Clauses without any reduplication are 
analysed as having the fourth aspects neutral.
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The category of secondary aspect is distinguished from that of 
primary aspect as it may occur together with each of the primary aspects 
with the incompletive (examples 176, 177)? with the completive (example 
179)? with the neutral (examples 180, 18l).

There are restrictions on which clauses may have the different 
aspects as shown in the table below.

Clause Type Habitual/ Repetitive Distributive Neutral
Intensive

Declarative + + + +
Imperative + +
Interrogative + + +

Habitual / Intensive Aspect
The final phrase of the clause is repeated. The context 

determines whether the meaning is habitual or intensive.
Examples 3
176. // bbho inbmu na egw& ekwesii na wura whra .,.

VP TP
hand of-thing that people heathen inc do do

customs that the heathen used to practise ...' BC059

177. // 0 110 syii ta eglle anwumh idhiana a na gbe
*

it inc move go time of-evening how they inc go-home
n ' dkwo na hkwo na //

AP AP~
from farm the- •farm the

'It was getting on towards evening time when people used to go 
home from the farm* CZ048

Note; The preposition in the AP is not repeated.



100

178. // b za-nye n ' §syih bsyib. //
_ _  — —

he be-startled in there there 
fHe was transfixed at that very place* CB018

179 • // adogbo odbu syina ni adhu su nu su nu //
6 o o m

VP YP.
wrea,th of-name pass cpl eye float opl float cpl 

'It was Odau's wreath that used to float down first1 BMO69

Notes This is a, verbal clause string (section 5*9)*

180. // o tb. ddhb edho //
•   ___

NPo“ NPo
he go where where 

'Where does he usually go?' E

181, // b za 111 // na o si moni sise dhe
it stay cpl that he will be-able put finish

enuma nh enuma na //
o  ■

NPo NPo
money the money the

1 If he can really put down all the money' AM007

Either the YP alone or the YP and NPo (and AP if present) are 
repeated.

182. // o wa wa ugyo na //
*

YP YP 
he look look stone the

'He looked and looked for the stone' CA034
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1831 // f wai ewai na wai ewai na //
• 0 0  • o ^

VP NPo VP NPo
they hail pond the hail pond the

’They v/ent on hailing and hailing out the pond' CJ038

184* // ^ i dyii egwe imo n ’ ohho dyif dgwe imo n 1 6bhb //
_ _ _   • _ _ _ _ _  e

VP* ' "NPo “ 'JUP VP  *"NPo * ~ ’’aP
they so tie pi children in hand tie pi children in hand
’So they kept on giving the children gifts’ EF020
Notes "To tie somebody's hand’ is an idiom for ’to give a gift.'

185 • /// opilopo yi £ te nl // ka o moni moni el ///
o  0____________ O______ o

VP VP
pig come to reach cpl seq he not-see not-see him 

'When pig came he would not see him at all' CA012

1The NPs, unless the head of it is the distributive noun onyenye 
'each person', and the final phra.se of the clause are repealed. The VP 
is also repeated if the NPo has a pronoun head (example 186).

1860//bgwe bgwe za ta etyi na 6 dhyomu bha dhyomu bha // 
"IPs N P ™  VP NPo ”~VP NPo
group group stay go place that it please them please them
'Each group went to the pla.ce they liked' BJ007

1. onyenye is not the regular reduplicated form of onye which would 
he *onyonye.
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187 • // onyenye na duu dhe dmlni amlnl //
o «— SpT  "nPcT "NPo™

each-person go-to go-out finish water water 
’Everybody went to take a good hath’ EB074

188. // onyenye pa dhou utwb utwb //
*   ___

NPs NPo NPo
©nch-porson lift take basket Basket 

’Each person picked up a basket’ EB009

189* // ony&iye dh iyo iyo //
________________________    9 ________ ________

NPs NPo NPo
each-person buy what what

’What did each one buy?' E

In complex sentence type 5 (immediate Action) the reduplication is 
spread over both clauses.

190. // onyenye pa // b nb dhyani dhyhna ///
•  *

each-person start he inc enter enter
’Everybody began to go to bed’ EB006
Notes Eor change in the form of the verb see section 10.1.1.3.

191. /// akib akie kou dhe // 1 na kpori xvle gbe gbe ///
"NPs 'Tips ~YP "VP
town town steer finish they inc sing song go-home go-home

’Each tom got their boat into place and went home singing’
BM009
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5.8. Relationships 'between Elements of the Verbal Clause
5.8.1. Vowel Harmony

There is vowel harmony between the NP and the VP in the following 
circumstances s

a. When the head of the NPs is a monosyllabic pronoun, the vowel of 
the pronouns has one of two forms, either a closer or a more open quality 
(section 2.2.1), harmonising with the vowel quality of the following verb.
Examples s
192 0 mi me ’I agree’ PL140
195. mi moni mea 4 fI cannot agree’ E

194. bhh yi ’you come’ CZ009
195. bhh dhi

■ 0 ’you eat’ FA012
196. 6 dire eseni ’she cooked a fish’ DG023
197. b du afcani 

•  •  •

’she bought cloth’ CC017
19B. i gbe ’they go home’ EG033
199. 1 bldha

♦  0 ’they walk’ ER034

b. When the head of the NPo is the 3^d person singular pronoun,
it has one of two forms, with either a closer or a more open vowel
quality
Example
200.

, harmonising with the vowel quality of the preceding verb.
O  0

0 dose i ’he begged him’ EB021
201. 0 tou kye i0 0  9 0 ’he gave it to him’ NK068

202. 0 kori el ’he waited for him’ EB060
203. b kali ei0 0  0 ’he rebuked him’ PA129
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5*8,2. Juncture Features
The juncture between phrases in the clause is marked by tone on 

one of the syllables at the boundary, Vfhen the juncture involves the VP 
there are different types of juncture according to the type of clause and 
its polarity? mood and tense. The juncture not involving the VP (e*g* 
between NPo and AP) remains constant.
Juncture of NPs and VP

The juncture between the NPs and the VP is marked in terms of the 
tone of the final syllable of the NPs. There are three types of
junctures upstepped high (h) ? high (H) and low (L).
h junctures The final tone of the NPs is a h tone.
H junctures The final tone of the NPs is a H tone*
L junctures The final tone of the NPs is a L tone when the NPs ends in

a L tone* and a HL glide when the NPs normally ends in a H tone.
Clauses have the following types of junctures

Clause Type and Features^ Juncture
Declarative Clause9 Type 1A

Positive indicative aorist L
descriptive H
future H
referential h

Negative indicative h
Positive subjunctive h
Negative subjunctive L

Declarative Clause? Type IB
Positive L
Negative h

Imperative Clause
Positive . H
Negative L

Interrogative Clause
Subjunctive h
Non-future H
Future H
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Notes The hypothesis is here put forward that the tone of a former 
pronominal prefix to the verb transferred to the previous syllable 
(the final syllable of the NPs) when the prefix was lost. Some 
evidence for this hypothesis can be seen from Degema, a closely 
related language (section 1.0), where all verbs still have the 
pronominal prefix.
Degema // omoO yb4 / o-der / esen //

NPs yp NPo
child the hej-cook fish iThe child cooked fish’

Engenni // amo 0 nb / dire / eseni // (L juncture)

Degema // 6mo4 yb / o*-der / esen // ’The child did not cook
Sngmnn- // amo na / dire / eseni // (h juncture)

Examples of juncture of NPs and VP (using VP me ' agree ’)
a. NPs consisting of noun onlys blibb ’tortoise’ (final L tone)

•____
alibb LJ me > alibb me
• •

alibb HJ me > hlibo me
o *

alibo hj me > alibo me
c o

ikpilama ’snail' (final H tone) 
ikpilama LJ me > ikpilama me
a O

ikpilbma HJ me > ikpilbma me
O Q

ikpilama hj me > ikpilbma me

L juncture (LJ) aorist 
H juncture (HJ) descriptive 
h juncture (hJ) neg. indie.

L juncture aorist
H juncture descriptive
h juncture neg. indie.
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b e NPs consisting* of pronoun onlys _o 'he'
L juncture aorist b me
H juncture descriptive o me
h juncture neg. indieo o me

c. NPs consisting of noun followed by a relative constructs
edel [na o kari 6ko nA ] 'the man who carved the canoe' * 9 *Noun Relative construct
L juncture aorist edel na /0

0
kari

•

oko na me
H juncture descriptive edbl na r0

»
kari

0
oko na me

h juncture neg. indie. edel na /*0 kari oko na me
Notes The second syllable of alibo 'tortoise1 and of oko nA ’the canoe'him 0 a
is upstepped only before a following L tone (section 2.3.lT°
Juncture of VP and NPo

The juncture between the YP and the NPo is marked in terms of 'the 
tone of the initial syllable of the NPo. There are two types of junctures 
high and neutral. All verbal clauses have high juncture except the 
positive imperative and the descriptive which have neutral.

High junctures The initial syllable of the NPo is a H tone when the 
NPo starts with a H tone, and a HL glide when the NPo normally starts 
with a L tone, except in the case of monosyllabic pronouns v/hen the 
syllable preceding the pronoun has a H tone. Nouns of tone class B in 
aorist clauses are an exception (section 10.2.3).

Neutral junctures The tone of the NPo is unaffected. Therefore 
when the NPo begins with a H tone, the neutral juncture cannot be 
distinguished from the high juncture. The mood and tense of the clause 
determine the type of juncture.
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Examples of juncture of YP and NPo. (using VP geni ’look at1)
" —  * »*— =—  ♦__

a. NPo consisting of noun onlys igbo ’fish net’ (initial H tone)
»

H juncture future o geni IIJ igbo > o geni igho
N juncture pos. imp, geni

0
NJ igbo > 0 gbnl igbo

ukw6 'farm' (initial L tone)
H juncture future o 

0
geni HJ hkwo > o geni • • dkwo

N juncture pos. imp gfeni
•

NJ ukwo > genio ulcwd

NPo consisting of pronouns egua 'they' (disyllabic)
H juncture future o 

•
geni

0
HJ egu& > o geni • 0

egua

N juncture pos. imp. geni
•

NJ bgu& gbnf
0

egua

bhh 'you pi. ' (monosyllabic)
H juncture future o geni

e
HJ bha o geni 

• • bha
N juncture pos, imp. geni NJ bh h gbni bhk

Notes The second tone of the verb in the positive imperative is 
upstepped high before the following L tone due to automatic upstep, and 
in the future is H tone before a following H or HL glide (see rule 1, 
page 24),
Juncture of other phrases

The juncture between two NPo’s is neutral, i.e. the tone of both 
phrases is unaffected.
Examples g

aswd ’hoe* // kye / 1 / &swd, // 'Give him a hoe'
• «

YP NPo NPo 
ule ’banana' // kye / i /ule // 'Give him a banana’

a *

igbo ’net' // kye / i / igbo // ’Give him a net1
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The juncture between the VP or the NPo with the AP, or between 
two AP's differs according to whether or not elision takes place,
■Where there is no elision (i.e. with AP types 1, 3 and 4 which have an 
initial consonant) the juncture is neutral.

syfnhmu f very much1 
(initial H tone)

bhee really1

// b / vye / syinhmh //
• a

VP AP
'He cried very much'

// & / vy® / bhbb //
•  ft  o

VP AP
'He really cried'

kpudhmh 'splash' // o / dei vai / n' dmini / kpudumh //
o •

(initial H tone) AP AP
'He fell into the water splash'

wurumu 'plop1 // o / dei vai / n'amini / wbrumb. //
O O

"(initial L tone) AP AP
'He fell into the water plop'

Note: The initial tone of syinumu and of kpudumu and also the tone
of vye are upstepped before the following L tone.

When there is elision between the phrases (i.e. with AP type 2 
which has an initial vowel) the juncture is highs the initial syllable 
of the AP has a H tone when the AP starts with a H tone, and a HL glide 
when the AP normally starts with a L tone,
Examples g

bgb§ 'a little' // b / vye / 6gb§ //
*  o  « o

(initial L tone) VP AP

v..--

'He cried a little'



bgb£ 'a little* // b / nwene / n* ugbuswei / 6gbe // 
» •

(initial L tone) AP AP
'It split on the path a little1

6f hromu * empty1 // o / dhi / edbya / 6fhromh //________________  • o •

(initial L tone) NPo AP
'He ate yam by itself

obo 'a lot* // b / dhesyi / ob6 //
  a a

(initial H tone) VP AP
'It was a long time1 (lit. it lasted a L

Noteg For examples of junctures from text material see chapter 9«
5.9• The Verbal Clause String

The verbal clause string consists of two to six clauses, which 
share the same subject, and which have the same function as a single 
clause. Each clause has at least one peripheral element (NPo or AP), 
apart from the final clause of the string which may but need not be 
followed by a peripheral element. A series of verbs not followed by 
either a NPo or AP, is not analysed as a clause string, but as a 
compound VP. The reasons for this analysis are given in section 7*4*

The clause string is analysed as a single unit rather than as a 
sequence of clauses forming a complex sentence for the following reasons

a. The string has only one NPs which occurs in the first clause.
b. The string is marked once only for polarity, mood, tense and

secondary aspect, and the markers occur in the first clause, whereas in
a complex sentence each clause is marked separately.

o. The string differs in function from a complex sentence since it 
may function in certain sentence types where a rankshifted sentence 
would not occur (section 4*6), e.g. as the final element in sentence 
type 5 (immediate Action) see example 209•
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The verbal clause string has the following special
characteristics in addition to those already described?

a* All clauses in any one string are of the same type.
b. The maximum number of peripheral elements in any one of the

clauses is two (examples 206, 207)•
c. Where the string is in either the neutral or the completive 

primary aspect all its clauses are marked (examples 207? 208). Where 
the string is in the incompletive primary aspect only the first clause 
is marked (example 209) • Where the string is in a secondary aspect 
other than neutral the reduplication is spread over the whole string 
(examples 210-212).

d. A VP of cla,ss B occurs only in the final clause of the string 
(examples 215? 214).

e. The auxiliary verb may occur in the VP of any clause (example
215). The only preverbal which has occurred in a non-initial VP is le
•again1 (example 216). Postverbals may occur in the VP of any clause
(example 206).

f. The tone of the VP in non-initial clauses varies according to
whether the VP occurs in the middle of the clause string or as the final
element.

Clause String Medially String Finally
Syllables 5 2 1 5 2 1

Descriptive HHH HH H HHH HH H
Pos. Imperative ) 
Pos. Subjunctive \ 
Heg. Indicative )

LLL LL L

All other clauses HHH HH H HHL EL. HL
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Examples s

The following frame is useds

// 0 / tou f 
0

f inya dire
HPs VP NPo VP
she take rice cook

dire / n'eki // 
AP

at market

Notes This string comprises two clauses, the boundary of the 
first clause being indicated by the vertical line*

String medially 
descriptive o tbu inya dire n' eld.

pos * imperative

future

HH

tbu inya dire n'bkl
p

HH

o tou inya dire n'eki
4 Q

HH

'she cooks rice 
at the market'

'cook rice at 
the market1

'she will cook 
at the market1

descriptive 6 tbu inya dire
HH

pos* imperative tbu myb dirb
9

LL

future o tou inya dirb
HL

'she cooks rice'

'cook rice;

'she will cook 
rice'
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g. There are different junctures between clauses in a string 
depending on whether the auxiliary verb na occurs in the following 
clause or not.
Juncture of two clauses without the auxiliary verb na

The juncture is marked by a h tone on the final syllable of the 
first clause. In the following examples the end of the first clause is 
shown by a vertical line.
Examples s
igbo (HH) mi do igbo ( dhemesb 'I wove the net bigger'

•  o

I weave net enlarge
bki (LH) mi du 6k£ J dirb 'I bought fish and

T * -t * n• t™ v cooked it'I buy fish cook
Notes For juncture involving nouns of tone class B (LL) see 10.2.3-

When a h tone occurs preceding the juncture, the final syllable 
of the first clause is H and is not upstepped because of the phonological 
rule that two h tones do not occur in sequence (section 2.3.1).
Examplet
aka (BL) mi to aka J dhi dhb 'I roasted the corn and

I roast corn eat finish a^e ^
Juncture of two clauses with the auxiliary verb na

The juncture is marked by a H tone on the final syllable of the 
first clause, unless the final syllable has a h tone, in which case the 
tone remains h.

azyi (LL) 0 ta dzyi j na sa gbei dnbmu 'He goes to bush to
•

he go
•

bush to shoot kill
•

animal hunt'

igu (HH) 0 ta igu ) na sa gbei dnamh 'He goes to the hill
to hunt1
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eda (HL) o ta eda | na sa gbei dn&mh ’He goes to the river
— ° to hunt’

hkwo (TiHTi) o ta hkwo ) na sa gbei dnhmu 'He goes to the farm
w ° — to hunt'

Notes s i) For the reason for the change from a final tone glide to a 
single tone in ukwo see section 2.3*1» tone glides page 25*

ii) The H tone of na is not upstepped in the last two examples
because of the phonological rule that following a h tone a H tone is not
upstepped until a L tone has interposed.

If the clause string is long and there is a pause at the end of 
one of the clauses, the juncture there is neutral (i.e. the final tone 
of the first clause is unaffected). Compare the final tone of each 
clause in example 217.

h. The maximum number of clauses which have occurred in a clause 
string is six (example 217). The usual number is two to four. 
Imperative clause strings are rare (examples 218-220). A series of 
commands normally occurs as a complex sentence type 2 if positive and 
type 4 if negative (sections 4*4*2 and 4.4 .4 )* Imperative and 
interrogative clause strings have a maximum of two clauses in the 
corpus analysed (examples 218-223) ■>

j. The sequence bhue ’keep’ followed by &ni& 'thus' is in 
process of fusing. The construction never occurs as the sole VP in 
a clause, and there has been a change in the semantic meaning. The 
construction is best translated as ’then*. It is still analysed as 
VP plus AP as the verb is marked for polarity, mood and tense in the 
same way as any initial verb in a clause string. It is written with 
a hyphen ; bhue-enia.
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Examples §
204- aorist bdhi na bhue-enia bhib

^ense palm-fruit the them get-soft
"Then the palm-fruit got soft* AS007

205* descriptive o bhue-bnia dose adhfdhe rik ...
^ense she then beg rich-man the

’When she then begged the rich man . DA007
Examples of verbal clause strings
Notes The boundary of non-final clauses in the string is shown by a 
vertical line, and a slight pause between the clauses by a colon.
Declarative clause strings■ na»M  iî hi* ■ ■ i !■ m n u  ■imm w i ■■■! i m >' m m w h  ̂  w V A i  ■

206. // h / lcpei dhe / i / onwl
e

NPs VP NPo NPo
dina dhe / i / elo; 

VP NPo NPo
they wash finish him body rub finish him pomade

tou / awo
o

VP NPo
nyoni dhe / 1 //

o____________ ____________ o •

VP NPo
take shirt put finish him

TThey washed his body, rubbed him with pomade and dressed him in 
a shirt1 DD070

Notes The postverbal dhe in both initial and non-initial clauses.

207* // bnl / swai dhou / oko / n* evuu \
0 9 0 ° T

NPs VP NPo AP I
we carry take canoe on shoulder
swai lai 21a dhyani / n 1 ewu //6 9 0

VP AP
carry turn to enter in inlet

’We carried the canoe on our shoulders and turned to enter 
the inlet' AT053
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208. // h / na tou ni / utunu owuo na yi i sue rd //
NPs VP ™  NPo f VP
they go-to take cpl bunch of-palm the come to appear cpl

'They had gone to get the bunch of palm and had come bank'
BH020

Notes Both classes are marked by ni for the completive aspect. 

209* /// avuramu na / f ph // o / nb tbu / ei i* * «_ 9 o • 1
NPs VP NPo I

woman the so start she go-to take him
ta / adhu udhyomu dvh ///  » _____________
VP NPo
gp eye of-juju one

'So the woman set off to take him to see a juju' EB029
Note s The clause string is the final element in a complex
sentence type 5 (immediate Action).

210. // bni / tou / igire na t del / del //
NPs VP NPo | VP VP
we take crocodile the sell sell

'We took the crocodile (meat) and kept selling it' AT103
Note: The string is in the repetitive secondary aspect.

211. // adhogbo 6dau / syina ni / adhu su nh / su nh //
•  o  »  •  *

NPs VP NPo VP VP
wreath of-name pass cpl eye float cpl float cpl

'It was Odau's wreath that used to float down first' BMO69

Notes The string is in the habitual secondary aspect. Both 
clauses are marked for the completive aspect.
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yi / yi I I
YP YP

212. // onyenye / du / inhmu [na b dhyomu ei ya]
NPs YP NPo

each should-buy thing that it please him is come come
'Each person should huy something he likes and come' CG015
Noteg The string is in the distributive secondary aspect.
The NPo contains a rankshifted clause string functionins as 
a relative construct (section 8.2.1.2).

213° // adhxde ikpilAmd / rii ni / isyisya 6ko na
O ft B 4 0

NPs YP NPo
ya I I
YPsB

king of-snail pass cpl middle of-canoe the is
'The leader of the snails had moved to the middle of the 
canoe (and was still there)' DLI36

Note 3 The final YP is of class B.

214* // Oko na / fye ni / bha
o

NPs YP NPo
canoe the exceed cpl them

•The canoe is too big for them'

y a  / /
VPsB
is

NL019

215. // i / kou dhe / oko 1 na bhari / n' Obhhmh
a 0 o  0 1 *

NPs YP NPo | YP AP
they steer finish canoe to land on sand-bank
duu dhe / dmini //

YP NPo
go-out finish water

'They steered the canoe and landed on the sand bank and 
had a good bath'
Notes The auxiliary verb na occurs initially in the 
second clause of the string.

BM030
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216. // b / Mdha dhyani ni / n'unwoni aki
NPs 
he walk

VP
enter cpl

AP 1
in mouth of-pot

kpina kime dhe le yi 1 duu nu / n' otb
VP AP

tread circle finish again come to go cpl on ground
'It walked onto the rim of the pot, trod right round and 
came again to the ground1

Note? The preverhal le occurs in a non-initial VP.
EIC045

217* // b / i hhue-enia kunu / amo na
NPs VP AP 1 VP NPo
he so then held child the
tou / ugyo 
VP NPo
take stone
fari lei

VP
tie close finish

ny oni n ' uvomu omu; 
• •

VP AP
put in inside house

tou firi hhue / amo n&s
Q ft •

VP NPo
take press keep child the take rope
padhe / enuswfel //

&

NPo

tou / ede
f t  o

VP NPo

entrance
'Then he took hold of the child and put him inside the house 
and put a stone on top of him and took a rope and tied the 
door' FB084

Imperative clause strings
218. // aa / apidhemh

VP NPo
stay seat

'Remain seated'

zh // 
VP
stay

FA012

tbh ku mfe //
« 0 0
VP

219. // bfrrebure / onfso
VP NPo

pray God take give me
'Pray to God for me* BD028
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220. // nA tou / okpo inumu
«

VP NPo
tou wuru / edei ebhura wb // 
VP NPo

neg take bad thing take do person of-same-age your
'Do not do evil to your neighbour' (lit. your contemporary)

DJ053

221. // byo / za tou ni / udhi me
e  *

NPs VP NPo
tou dha dhe ni / n'&zyi //

*  * 0 0
VP AP

who stay take cpl wine my take drink finish cpl in bush
'Who has been taking my wine and drinking it all in the bush?’

AG008

222. j j fvhramu / moni / lyo \ wur h //
NPs VP NPo I VP

women will-be-able what do
'What will the women be able to do?' FB126

223. // mi / tou / adhya na
O 4

NPs VP NPo
I should-take snake the take do what

tou wuru / iyo // 
VP NPo

'What should I do with the snake?' CE009
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CHAPTER SIX
THE CLAUSE ii. THE NOMINAL CLAUSE iii. THE MARGINAL CLAUSE

6.0. The Nominal Clause
The nominal clause is always independent. It may occur as a 

simple sentence or as an element of a complex sentence type 1 
(Sequential) or as the final element of a complex sentence type 3A 
(Report).

The nominal clause is composed of one or two nominal phrases as 
nuclear elements and an adverbial phrase as the optional peripheral 
element of some types. On the basis of differences in internal 
structure two main types of nominal clause are distinguished s type 1 
declarative and type 2 interrogative. Each type is further divided 
into subtypes as follows §

declarative s simple, appositional
interrogative ? simple, appositional, locative

6.1. The Nominal Clausev Type 1 Declarative
The declarative clause has features which mark polarity. 

Positive clauses have the positive intonation. Negative clauses have 
the negative intonation and the negative particle £a preceding the 
final NP. (See section 5«4«1»1 for positive and negative intonation
patterns.) Declarative clauses are divided into two types? type 1A
simple and type IB appositional.
6.1.1. The Nominal Clause, Type 1A Simple

This type consists of a single HP of any type except type 4 
(interrogative),
Examples a
224. /// £tdhe evi& // b ta ..,

day another he go
1 Another day he went ...' AG006
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225°

226.

227 •

228.

229.

230.

231.

/// ukwo net, // a i kunu atbdhya /// 
farm the they will grow oocoyam

•In the farm they will grow cocoyam,' CZ018

III omini ddhimu ///
child orphan 

(He was) an orphan.' FD002

/// Inhmu lblrlmanl /j j 
*

thing of-wonder 
-(it is) a wonderful thing!* DC032

/// oth [na a tou ana avi nyoni padhe] nh // ...• « . . a

time that they take one of-leg put-on finish the
’At the time that) the stirrups had been put on

When) CC047
Notes The NP includes a rankshifted clause functioning as a 
relative construct (section 8.2.1.2). Bee also examples 229-230 
below.

III olco bo [na o kara] ///
*  o

canoe big that he carve 
'It was a big canoe that he carved.' DL006

I// bbhuru [ na o kari enih] ///« ft
famine that it be-strong thus 

'There was a severe famine.' FA004

/// sa okl ///ft
neg he 

1It's not him.' EE094
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232. /// sa aaa&jnu ///
e

neg animal
'It's not an animal.* DA021

6 . 1 . 2 a  The Nominal Clause 9| Type IB Appositional
This type consists of two NP's in apposition followed optionally 

hy one AP. The juncture between the phrases is neutral (i.e. there are 
no tone changes). When the clause is positive the two phrases may be 
linked by the sequential particle ka (examplê  235) • If the clause is 
part Qf a complex sentence type 3 (Report) ka may be replaced by the 
speech particle ga (example 236).

The two phrases are analysed as one clause and not as two since 
there is frequently elision at the juncture of the phrases, whereas there 
is no elision at a clause boundary (section 5*0)* The two phrases differ 
from two HP's constituting an extended Np type 1 (section 8*3*1) in 
function, since they are followed by a AP or a new clause and not by a VP, 
and in structure since the sequential particle does not occur in an 
extended NP.
Examples g

233- /// egile oki na / bglle lbhwe /// f / na yia ...
liP ' ' " UP NPs VP

time that the time of-flood they inc come
'That time was the flood season. They were approaching...'

AC007

234* ///me / Adhrdhe /// m£ / si kpe ...
o  _ O  & o  oNP —  “ jTp—  ];yps yp

I rich-man I will pay
'I am a rich man. I vail pay CA023
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235* // bhu a / ka edei avu n'uvomu esyi [na a na
IIP HP

you too seq, man one in inside place that they inc
koni bsyiobho ] //

6 0

fight wrestling
’You are a person (to he reckoned with) on the wrestling ground'

.AP035
Hoteg The final NP includes a rankshifted clause functioning as a 
relative construct (section 8.2.1.2).

236. jjj a / f gha kye / 1 // ga avuramu na /
9 * __

hp '  " "

they so tell give him sp woman the
ga ani dlfbo ///

o ft _ _ _ _ __ _ _

sp wife of-tortoise 
'They told him that the woman was the wife of tortoise.' CC021

237- /// edei na / sa akumedei ///
HP HP

person the neg human
'The person is not a human being*,' DH016

6.1,3. Emphasis in the Declarative Clause
The declarative clause may occur with a special syn^tagmatic 

feature which makes the clause emphatic. The feature is the emphatic 
particle va which occurs before the final HP of the clause. (This 
particle may also occur in the verbal declarative clause when the VP is 
emphatic3 section 5.4 .3.) This feature is analysed as a modification 
of the basic clause structure, as it is parallel to the special 
emphasising features which may occur in the verbal declarative clause 
(section 5»4*3)•
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Examples g
238. // &kbri nh, / vd igini dvb. //

*

maggot the emp kind one
'The maggots are really the same'

239* // ndhe na / va enfa //
every day the emp thus

’Every day was just like that'

240. // va igini ukwo dvu na o //
emp kind of-farm one the indeed

’It was still in the same farm., you knov/’

DJ040

CE017

0Z019

241 • // va av&rlvle //
emp ?

’Just as I saidI’ AG011
6.2. The Nominal ClauseT Type 2 Interrogative

The interrogative clause has two optional demarcative features? 
the interrogative intonation in which the pitch of the whole clause is 
raised (example 242)? and the question particle h which occurs clause 
finally (example 246). Like the verbal interrogative clause, the 
nominal interrogative clause has no features marking polarity. Only 
clauses which are semantically positive occur. Three types of 
interrogative clause are distinguished? type 2A simple, type 2B 
appositional, type 2C locative.
6.2.1. The Nominal Clause, Type 2A Simple

This type consists of a single NP of type 4 (interrogative).

242. /// ! ukwo 6yo ///
farm of-whom

’Whose farm is it?' CZ012
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243* jII abhwa // ga iyo ///
dog sp what

'The dog (said), "What?"' FB159
Boteg The interrogative clause is the final element in a 
complex sentence type 3A (Report).

6.2.2, The Nominal Clause, Type 2B Appositional
This type consists of two NP's in apposition of which one is of 

type 4 (interrogative). The phrases may he linked by the sequential 
particle ka ,
Examples s
244. Ilf hno / kiihmu vo ///

o  o

BP BP §4
this animal which

''What animal is this?' E

245* III oyd / ka edei [ na bhd si dhumo
*  ©

HPs4 HP
who seq mail who you will marry
n' uvomu egua utomu esaa na ] ///
in inside them head three the

'Who of the three men will you marry?' CG090
Rotes The NPo includes a rankshifted clause functioning as a 
relative construct (section 8 ,2,1.2).

246. /j/ mi £ bhine // &kd / ka iniwura vo a ///
HP ~HP7iT

I so ask that seq work which qu
'So I asked, "What job is that?"' AA017
Bote g The interrogative cla.use is the final element in a 
complex sentence type 3A (Report).
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6.2.3* The Nominal Clause, Type 2C Locative
This type consists of a NP of type 1. There are two demarcative 

featuress the question introducer tene 'where is?1 which precedes the 
NP§ and the raised pitch of the final tone of the clause.

247. /// tbne alibo /// 'Where is tortoise?'

2480 j j tene ugyo na /// 'Where is the stone?

249* III tbne olilo /// 'Where is a bottle?'

CA008

CA025

E

6.3 The Marginal Clause
The marginal clause is always independent. It usually occurs as 

a simple sentence. It occasionally occurs as the final element of a 
complex sentence type 3A (Report). The marginal clause is distinguished 
from the nominal clause as it does not have any feature marking polarity. 
There are two types of marginal clauses type 1 vocative, and type 2 

exclamatory.
Vocative6.3.I. The Marginal Clause,

This type consists of a NP type 1 followed optionally by the 
vocative particle jq which is analysed as a demarcative feature of this 
type.

250. /// 6lb h H I 'Friend!' CJ028

251 o /I/ adhogbo e /// 'Elephant!' EB126
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252* jjj Ikirl i k6 // ga &lih6 ///
grasocutter so call sp tortoise

’So grasscutter called out "Tortoise!"' FA080

253“ /// hnyimosyi // ga anl me ///
9 9

’The man said, "My VTife!"’ ED040

6.5.2. The Marginal Clause, Type 2 Exclamatory
This type consists of a single element, an exclamation. The 

following are the most commons
* /Naye ’expression of amusement’
es ’expression of pleasure’
ehenyitt ’I thought sol’
enyi0 'yes ’
enyienyi * ’no'
gwa ’come on! that’s done!’
ohonyi 'you wait - something is going to happen
taa ’too had!' 'oh dear!’

Notes gwa also functions as an optional demarcative feature of the 
positive imperative clause (section 5*5).
Examples
254. I// &nAmu // ga taa /// Aliho wuru ivo 

animal sp too-had tortoise do what
'The animal (said) "Too had! Why has tortoise . GC022



128

CHAPTER SEVEN

THE VERBAL PHRASE 
TABLE OF CONTENTS

7 .O0 Phrase Classes 129
7.1. Fmotion of the Verbal Phrase 129
7*2. Structure of the Verbal Phrase 129
7*3* The Simple Verbal Phrase 130
7*3*1« The Simple Verbal Phrase, Class A 130
7*3*2. The Simple Verbal Phrase, Class B 131
7*4. The Compound Verbal Phrase 133
7.4.I* The Compound Verbal Phrase, Class A 133
7.4*2. The Compound Verbal Phrase, Class B 136
7.5* The Verbal Phrase Margin 137



129

CHAPTER SEVEN 
THE VERBAL PHRASE

7.0. Phrase Classes
On the "basis of their function in the clause three classes of 

phrase are distinguisheda verbal phrase, nominal phrase and adverbial 
phrase. The verbal phrase will be described in this chapter, the 
nominal phrase in chapter 8 , and the adverbial phrase in chapter 9 °
7*1. Function of the Verbal Phrase

The VP functions as a nuclear element of the verbal clause.
There are two classes of VP which have different classes of verb 
functioning as the head and which have different functions. The two 
classes ares Class A with a class A verb as head, and Class B with a 
class B verb as head. Class A functions in any verbal clause.
Class B functions only in declarative clauses and in interrogative 
clauses with an interrogative NPo or AP. Bifferences of structure 
of the VP parallel the differences in class, so there is no need to 
set up different types of VP.
7.2. Structure of the Verbal Phrase

Each class of VP may be either of simple or compound structure. 
The simple VP has one verb functioning as head5 the compound VP has 
two or more verbs functioning as head. The head is optionally preceded 
by preverbals and/or the auxiliary verb, and is optionally followed by 
postverbals and/or reinforcers. The latter may be separated from the 
rest of the phrase by an KPo or AP, thus making the phrase discontinuous. 
It is useful to refer to the head and the pre- and postverbals as the 
core of the phrase and the reinforcers as the margin, since the margin 
is the same for all classes and types. The core of the VP is described 
in sections 7*3 7*4 and the margin in 7*5*
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7*3* The Simple Verbal Phrase
This consists of a single verb functioning as head which is 

optionally preceded by the auxiliary verb na and/or one of the 
following preverbalss

£ 1 as a result1 'then' 'so*
i * again'
le 'again'
ma 'still* 'yet'

The head is optionally followed by one or two of the following 
postverbals s

dhe 'finished, thoroughly'
me '1st person singular object'
wo '2nd person singular object*

The reasons for analysing me and wo as elements of the VP and not as 
pronouns are given in section 11,3*

The pre- and postverbals harmonise with the vowel quality (see 
section 2.2.1) of the following or preceding verb respectively, and 
together with the auxiliary verb will be described in detail in sections 
11.1-11.3. The auxiliary verb usually follows the preverbal (examples 
225, 256), but may precede le 'again' (example 257)*
7*3*1* The Simple Verbal Phrase, Class A

A class A verb (see section lO.l.l) fmotions as head which may be 
preceded and followed by attributive elements as described above,
Exampless (The VP is underlined.)
255* 0 roa te esyi na ...

PreVb Aux ^Vb s A 
he yet go-to not-reach place which

'He had not yet reached the place where ... CB007

256. 1 £ na ke dkau
•  »   *  t

PreVb Aux VbsA 
they so go-to chop-down cotton-tree
'So they went to chop down a cotton-tree' BJ040
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257- Afbni nk na le yila ni n'dtwb omu §vie
« _____________  o____________  • «  o

Aux PreVb VbsA 
hen the go-to again stand cpl on roof of-house another

'The hen went and perched again on the roof of another house*
EJ05S

258. le ta
p _____

PreVb Vb sA
again go 'Go again' DGO66

259. bha na gbb
Aux VbsA 

you go-to prevent
'Go (pi.) and stop (it)'

260. a jii dhe me
VbsA J PostYb Pos"tVb 

they tie finish me
'They all gave me gifts'

261. o le za dhe ldhibna ...
PreVb VbsA PostVb 

she again become finish like
'She again became exactly like DE04&

For further examples see sections 11.1 - 11,3*
7.3.2. The Simple Verbal Phrase, Class B

This consists of one of the two class B verbs; ya 'is' and mo 
'is not', functioning as head, together with a restricted number of 
optional attributive elements as described below. For a full description 
of the class B verbs see section 10.1.2. ya 'is' 'exists* may be

EG019

AT094
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preceded by the auxiliary verb or by one preverbal, or followed by one 
postverbal*
Exampless
262. enl na ya n'omu istdculb.  _ •

Aux VbsB
we go-to are in house of-school

•We had gone to the school building (and were still there)'
AT099

263* edei na ma ya n'^bhA §sylmh
PreVb VbTB 

man the still is at part of-back
’The man is still at the back1 EE082

264. Inhmh na b ya me n'ikp^bl
e  o

VbsB PoatVb 
thing v/hich it is me in heart

•thing which is in my heart’ CG016
mo 'is not', ’does not exist’ may occur with one preverbal or one post
verbal *
Examples t
265* esou ma mo i

9 Prefb̂ VbTB 
ear yet is-not him

’He could not yet hear1 (because the speaker was too far away)
PA125

266* aswbi M  i mo
• o__________

PreVb VbsB 
life his again is-not

'He did not live any longer* BM089
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267. odwbi 6ki na mo wo n ’ dvomu fkpbbi
VbsB PostVb

fear that the is-not you in inside of-heart 
1Ho fear like that is in your heart’ AR030

7.4 . The Compound Verbal Phrase
Two to four verbs function as head of the phrase and these may he 

preceded and/or followed hy optional attributive elements. The verhs 
are analysed as constituting one compound head rather than as heads of 
separate VP’s in a clause string (section 5*9) for the following reasonss

a. The tone pattern marking polarity, mood and tense, is manifested 
over the entire phrase.

h. The completive aspect particle ni occurs following the final 
verh only. Examples 270, 273*

c. The class of the final verh of the head determines the number of 
NPo's that can occur, except in the stative compound VP which is described 
below (page 155)*

d. Preverbals usually occur only preceding the initial verb.
Examples 268, 269* One example has occurred of the preverbal le 
’again' before a non-initial verb (example 216, page 117)•

The compound head may be interrupted by the auxiliary verb na 
(examples 272, 273) o*1 by one or two postvorbals (examples 274? 275)*
7.4*1* The Compound Verbal Phrase, Glass A

All the verbs functioning as head are class A verbs.

268. lb kari syii funu yi9 *

Pr^Vb~VbsX VbsA ’ Tbs A VbsA 
again do-well move climb come
’Come and move up again really close' EH094
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269. o ma nyane yila
■ ■ f , , . »

PreVb Via sA Vb sA
he yet not-arise stand

’He had not yet got up'

270. &kpldh& aybl nvnme rii ni amb
A 0 9 0 0

TbsA VbsA
change pass cpl child 

’The shrimp had become a child*

2?1» & 2a sa gbei anamu
VbsA VbsA VbsA 

he stay shoot kill animal
’He went on shooting animals*

272 0 o la na dhyani n'unwoni aki na
•      0 o

VbsA’ Aux' VbsA
it crawl to enter in mouth of-pot the

'It crawled into the mouth of the pot’

273* o ta na te ni akib
VbsA Aux VbsA 

he go to reach cpl town
’He had reached the town’

274* bhu sye dhe sise 
VbsA PostVbVbsA 

you remove finish put-down
’You take it right off (the fire) and put it down’

CG077

DC031

CF002

EKO56

CH005

HF022
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275* <5 1 lcunu me dhia
VbsA PostVb VbsA 

he will catch me eat
'He will catch me and eat me1 CZ011

The Stative Compound Verbal Phrase
“When the final verb in the phrase is one of the followings 

za 'remain*, fye 'exceed', bhue 'keep', 
the number of NPo's which may occur is determined by the class of the 
verb occurring penultimately in the phrase.
Examples s
(Abbreviations; IntrVb = intransitive verb? TrVb = transitive verb

STrVb « semitransitive verb (section 10.1.1.1))
276. bbhhru yi za akie im-alibb

9  9

STrVb IntrVb''' 
famine come stay town of-those-like-tortoise

'Famine had come to tortoise's town' CD001

277 * onu &libo na kpbmh bhtte
IntrVb TrVb 

mother of-tort. inc be-ill keep
'Tortoise's mother kept on getting more ill' BL005

278. unomu inumu ef bhu fye
IntrVb TrVb

knowing of-thing his be-much exceed
'He was too clever* CK0J6
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7.4•2* The Compound Verbal Phrase, Class B
The class B verbs ya ’is’ and mo ’is not’ may occ-ur with 

class A verbs in a compound VP„ The class B verbs follow all class A 
verbs except kye ’give’ (examples 281, 283)•
Examples s

279 • idhlbna enl tou

how we 
’how we are living now’

gem
TbsA YbsA 
take look

nyeni ya n ’ eno
VbsA VbsB
live are at now

BJO65

280, idhiana o
Q

how he
'how rich he is1

tou gbo ya nh
0 0

VbsA VbsA VbsB 
take be-rich is the

DH006

281., ldhiana b ya kye
*  o

VbsB VbsA 
how it is give

•how it is for many people’

ikpoli 6gwb

many people
AR023

282. o dhemu mo
• «

W T H | ) i»  Il» , ' 0 1, ■ ■■ « ,

VbsA VbsB 
it be-big is-not

’It isn’t big' AP023

283. o gbori mo kye___    t
VbsT VbsB' VbsA 

it be-hard is-not give

enl

us
’It isn’t hard for us’ E
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7.5 • The Verbal Phrase Margin
One or two reinforcers (see section 11,6) may occur following the 

core of the VP, If the VP is followed hy a HPo or AP the reinforcers 
occur clause finally and the VP is discontinuous, When the reinforcers 
occur following a HPo they may form part of the HPo or part of the VP,
The analysis is clear from the context. Vfhen the VP is negative and 
emphatic, the margin consists of the reinforcer mi followed "by a 
repetition of the verh (section 5*4.3? examples 155? 156).

The reinforcers are analysed as attributive elements of the VP 
and not as constituting separate AP’s since they can never be expanded 
and since they function as attributive elements also of the HP (section 
8.2,1.1), For this latter reason they are also not analysed as features 
of the whole clause.
Examples s

284* bha yi 1 pa kye0 eni ivie lou
Vb Aux Vb Vb HPo HPo rf

you come to raise give us song just
’Just come (pi.) and start the song for us’ DL120

285

286,

mi na za swei igbo bhbo
•>    P O Q

Vb Vb HPo "rf
I inc stay cast net for-long

fI went on casting the net for ages’

va bidha bhoobko na na
Vb rf

canoe the inc emp move for-long 
'The canoe really went on moving a long way’

AT077

DL136
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287.

288 •

289.

bdhedhyori si va ta nu
Vb rf

spider will erap go indeed
’Spider will really in fact go' EH117

&rusu wo na tyii nwene n ’ 6to na nu
Vb Vb AP rf

rice your the not-boil spill on ground the indeed
’(if) in fact your rice doesn’t boil over onto the ground'

DH040

o yi i te akie nb, a o ... __________  o
Vb kox Vb iVPo rf rf

she come to reach town the also indeed
’Even (when) she reached the town ..o’ EBI76
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

THE NOMINAL PHRASE

8.0* Function of the Nominal Phrase
The primary function of the UP is as an element of the clause 

as follows:
a. as subject preceding the VP and as object following the VP in 

verbal clauses?
b. as the sole element or either of two elements of the nominal 

clause.
The UP also has a secondary function as a rankshifted unit at 

phrase rank as follows:
a. as part of the complex head of a simple NP when it is termed a 

genitive construct (section 8.2.1.3)?
b. as either of two elements of an extended NP (section 8.3)?
c. as a complete AP type 2 (section 9*2.2)?
d. as an element of AP types 1 and 4- (sections 9*2.1 and 9*2,4)*

8.1. Structure of the Nominal Phrase
The UP may be either simple or extended. The simple UP has one 

element functioning as head. The extended NP consists of two or more 
simple NP's functioning as a single phrase (section 8 .3)•
8.2. The Simple Nominal Phrase

Simple NP's are divided into seven types according to the element 
that functions as head of the phrase.
8.2.1. The Simple NP9 Type 1 Noun as Head

This type may have either a simple head, consisting of a single 
noun (abbreviated 'Nn'), or a complex head, consisting of a noun 
followed by a genitive construct. The complex head will be described 
in section 8.2.1-3*
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The head is optionally followed hy up to three of the following 
attributive elements in the order givens adjective ('Adj')? numeral 
('Mum')? possessive ('Poss’)? demonstrative ('Pern')? modifying 
construct? reinforcer (’rf1)* The term ’modifier’ is used to cover 
all the attributive elements which are not constructs? since these all 
have similar juncture features with the head of the phrase. The 
modifiers will be described first in section 8.2.1.1, and then the 
modifying constructs in section 8.2.1.2.
8.2.1.1. Modifiers

The order of occurrence of the modifiers will be described first, 
followed by an account of the vowel harmony, juncture features and concord 
operating within the PP. All these are relational features of the HP 
type I.

a 0 Order of Occurrence
The order of occurrence of the modifiers in the NP is as follows? 

adjective (section 11-3) 
numeral (section 10.4)
pronoun functioning as possessive (section 10*3) 
demonstrative (section 10.5) 
reinforcer (section 11.6)

Two reinforcers may occur together (examples 291? 295)*

290. b no ko dtomu eva dyb
Nn Num Pern

he go-to call head two other
’He went to call the other two people' CGO46

291* olo i na a dhuu nu ebhb, na o za na yi ni
— —  *Nn Poss rf rf

friend her the also follow cpl part that he stay the come cpl
'Her friend too came from the place where he had been’ PBO96
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292. artib gbbri * • &VU*
Nn Adj Num

child small one
'one small child'

295. ani wo* 0 dka nb
Nn Poss hem rf
wife your that 

'that wife of yours1
the

ED021

DA066

294. Ip&mu esaa wb
•  t o

hn Nun Poss
pound three your

'your three pounds' BM037

295« akpakidho lou a
•  4
Nn rf rf

type-of-snail only even
'even just a non-edible snail' fboi6

There is one exception to the order given above. Nouns of 
class A %denoting relationship (section 10.2.1) are obligatorily 
possessed, and the possessive immediately follows the noun.

Compare

with

Compare

with

atye me vlb 
•  «

Mi Poss Adj
olb vie mb 
Nn Adj Poss
onu me bo 
Nn Poss Adj

ulcwo bo me 
Nn Adj Poss

'my dear brother'
(atye Noun, class A)
'my dear friend'
(olo Noun, not class A)
'my grandmother'
(lit. 'my big mother') 
(onu Noun, class A)
'my big farm'
(ukwo Noun, not class A)
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b. Vowel Harmony
The following modifiers harmonise with the vowel quality of the

preceding word in the NPs demonstrative, singular pronouns (all mono
syllabic) functioning as possessives, and the numeral avu 'one1. (See
section 2*2.1 for the vowel harmony system.)
Examples s
Demonstratives

bdo dno
o e

odo ayb

Possessives

'this rope' 
'another rope'

•my rope'
'his rope*
'your new shirt'

odo mb
o  o

bdo i
e e

awo fciu wo
« o

Numeral ' avu1
odo avu 'one rope1
edhya gbbri dvu 'one small yam'
o o  o

c. Juncture Features

odo dno 
odo dyo

odo me 
odo 1
aw6 dho wb

odo dvu 
bdhya bo dvu

'this mortar* 
'another mortar'

'my mortar'
'his mortar' 
'your old shirt

'one mortar* 
'one big yam'

The juncture between a modifier and the previous word in the NP, 
whether this is the head or another modifier, is marked by tone on one of 
the syllables at the boundary.

When a modifier begins with a vowel, (unless it is a single 
vocalic morpheme), the normal rules of elision operate, i.e. the first 
vowel at the juncture is elided together with its tone (section 2*4)*
In addition there is a high juncture. The initial tone of the modifier 
which is normally L is a HL glide. The following modifiers begin with a 
vowels numerals, demonstratives and disyllabic possessives.
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one
Examples s
Numerals hvu0

edhyb, avu ’one yam'
« 0
igbo &vu ’ one net1
•  0

Disyllabic Possessives
eni ’ our 

bdhyh eni 'our yam'
igbo dni 'our net'

Demonstratives ino 'this'
edhya anb 'this yam'
0 o

igbo dnb 'this net'

isyoni 'five*
bdhyh isybni
o

igbo isybni 
«

egub, ' their'
edhyh egua
o

igbo egub,
9

hkh 'that'
edhyh dkb 
igbo dkA

1 five yams' 
'five nets'

• their yam' 
'their net'

' that yam' 
'that net'

When a modifier begins with a consonant or is a single vocalic
morpheme there is no elision0 The juncture with the previous word is of
three typess unstepped high, low or neutral. The following modifiers 
begin with a consonant or consist of a single vowels adjectives, 
monosyllabic possessives, reinforcers. The type of juncture operating 
with the adjectives and reinforcers is morphologically conditioned and 
cannot be predicted from the phonology (sections 11*4*3 and 11*6).

a. Upstepped high juncture
The final tone of the first word at the juncture is h tone.

Examples g edhya 'yam' igbo 'net'

Adjectives
bdhya b6 'big yam' 
edhya doramu 'long yam'

igbo b60
igbo doramu

'big net' 
'long net'
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Monosyllabic Possessives
bdhya
0

mb
«

'my yam' igbo
•

mb
0

'my net'
edhya
0

wb
0

'your yam' igbo wo
0

'your net'
edhya
«

1
Q

'his yam' igbo
•

1
•

'his net*

edhya
0

bha 'your (pi) yam' igbo
o

bhh 'your (pi) net

lforcers
d̂liya

0
na 'the yam' igbo

*
nh 'the net'

bdhya
0

0 'yam indeed* igbo
0

0 'a net indeed'

b . Low Juncture
The final tone of the first word at the juncture, if normally L, 

remains L, and if normally H is a HL glide.
Examples s
Ad.j ective

edhya gbe 
•  «

Reinforcer 
edhyA a

’a little yam*

'yam too

igbo gb§

igbd a

'a few nets'

'a net too'

c. Neutral Juncture
The final tone of the first v/ord at the juncture remains unchanged,

Adjectives
bdhya vib 'good yarn' *igbo vlb 'a good net'
•  ©

edhyb, gberi 'small yam' *igbo gberi 'big net1
0  9  0  0

Notes * The second tone of igbo is upstepped to h tone before the 
following L tone. This is automatic upstep (section 2.3*1)*
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Reinforcers
bdhya lou 'only yam' igbo lob. 'only a net'
0  o  © •

edhyA nu 'this very yam' igbo nu 'this very net'
•  4  »  »

d. Concord
The only modifier which ooncords with the head of the RP is the 

demonstrative, since this is the only modifier which has singular and 
plural forms (section 10.5)- There is concord with respect to number 
between the noun head and the demonstrative when the noun is marked 
morphologically for number (i.e. is of type 4A or 5C, see section
10.2.2)o

ss
amo dno 'this child' imo inb 'these children'
f t  •

okflomu dka 'that chief’ ikflomu ikb 'those chiefs'
Otherwise there is no concord between the noun and the 

demonstrative.

udhyomu aka 'that juju' hdhyomu Ikb, 'those jujus'

8.2.1.2. Modifying Constructs
A rankshifted AP, clause or sentence may function as an 

attributive element of the HP. This is termed a modifying construct. 
The construct usually occurs preceding the reinforcer (i.e. following 
all the other modifiers) but it may occur following the reinforcer 
(example 296). There are three types of modifying construct?
a) relative? b) additive? c) locative. (in the examples on the 
following pages the construct is enclosed in square brackets.)
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a. Relative Construct
A rankshifted verbal clause, type 1 (declarative) or a sentence 

composed solely of declarative clauses may function as a relative 
construct (abbreviated ’RelCon'), The construct has the following 
special characteristicss

i. It is preceded by the construct marker na (with H tone)g
ii. When the action of the verb is puactiliar, the referential tense

occurs, and not the aorist tense as in non-rankshifted clauses,
TJp to two relative constructs may occur in one HP.

Examples g
296, mx sx du ku wo inumu [na o dhyomu wo] lbu

# 0 * 0 0  _______________________ _______________________________ ___________________________ 9

Nn Re 1C on rf
I will buy give you tiling that it is-sweet to-you any

!I will buy you anything you like* RB011

297* adhxa bhbo [na mx nh zb. wa mi tou avuramu ]4 0 0 0 4
Nn rf RelCon “

that- long- that I inc stay want I will-take woman 
day ago

'That day long ago when I was wanting to marry a woman' RAO39

298, bdhyomu dno [na xna x kye ni enx bhue ni ]0 0  0 0
Nn Rem RelGon
food this v/hich mother- his give cpl us keep cpl

in-law
[na bha utbmu eva tou dhia ] na* *

RelCon
which they head two will-take eat the

'This food which his mother-in-law had given them and which 
they both were going to eat' RG005
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299* avfrr&mu [na o weiA ga bki ko odhoni ei inii ]
•  .̂................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... ..........Ml  . I . . .  I,

Nn RelCon (rankshi f ted sentence}
woman who she say that she not-call husband her name

1 the woman who says that she m i l  not call the name of her 
husband’ BM082

b„ Additive Construct
One or two rankshifted AP's type 4 (see section 9*2.4) may function 

as additive constructs (abbreviated ’AddCon’). This type of construct 
is common.
Examplesg
300. avuramu dvh [n&a odhoni ei] i. bhye bhue imo ivh

•   •  _________________________

Nn Num AddCon
woman one and husband her so bear keep children two

!A woman and her husband had had two children* EP001

301 onu-amo [naa okfldlo ] n& yia,
Nn AddCon

mother and cutlass inc come 
’The mother was coming with a cutlass’ EB125

302 o a kye i ukpou isyovh [nbh etite dkbni ]
a o ___ ________________  * _______________ »_____________

Nn Num AddCon
they should- him 6d 7 and. scrap of-cloth

give
[naa agbidh-ubhwbni ]

AddCon 
and sherd

’They should give him 3/6d and a rag and a sherd1 EE041

303* ikpflhmd a [na& ivie na ] na yia
d

Nn rf AddCon
snail also and song the inc come

’The snail too came singing’ EIC035
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For numerals above 11 a KP with an additive construct is used.
Example s
304- lgbei [nb& isyileni enyisb,]_ _ 9_____

Bn AddCon
ten and shilling six

'sixteen shillings * AT105
For further examples see section 10.4-

0 * Locative Construct
One rankshifted AP type 1A (section 9-2.1) may function as a 

locative construct (abbreviated 'LocCon'). This type of construct is 
rare.
Examples
305- arhsu [n' dvbmu aki esaa] na si rii ...

O *  *  0  4

Bn LocCon rf
rice in inside pot three the will pass

'The rice in the three pots will pass . . o '  DH047

8.2.1.3- Complex Head
The noun head may be followed by another noun with or without its 

own attributive elements, i.e. by a rankshifted BP. This rankshifted BP 
is termed a genitive construct (abbreviated 'CenCon'). The noun head and 
the genitive construct function as a single unit, being followed by the 
same attributive elements as a single noun. The noun and the genitive 
construct are therefore analysed as constituting a complex head.
Examples g (The complex head is underlined. )
306. bgeni ddhu dno nk

o 0 0
Bn GenCon hem rf 
looking of-eye this the

'this mirror' CG026
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507. b moni ani ade [na o no zS. dhf edhyabo ]
0 0  0   ̂ 0  *

Nn GenCon BelCon
— —  ■

he see wife of-name who she inc stay eat cassava
’He saw Ade's wife who was eating cassava' HK006

The genitive construct is marked by an initial h tone, "Vi/hen 
the construct normally begins with a h tone the marker of the construct 
is not distinguishable,. When the construct normally begins with a L 
tone this is replaced by a hL glide.

omu 'house' bga omu 'side of the house*
• 0 0

Nn GenCon
ulcwo 'farm' oga ukw6 'edge of the farm'

Nn GenCon
The genitive construct may consist of a head element only* as in 

the examples given so far, or of a head followed by one or two attributive 
elements. It is frequently not easy to tell whether.an attributive 
element is attributive to the head of the construct or to the complex 
head. In some cases the attributive element collocates only with one of 
the two heads and not with both and thus clarifies the analysis (examples 
308-311) • In "the majority of cases it is the context alone which 
determines the analysis.
308. I pa dhou oko Abhll dvu kye 1

* < 1 0 Q  o 0 0

In GenCon HumL— -__!_'HP
they lift take canoe of-kola-nut one give him'
'They took a canoe of kola nuts and gave it to him' HK048
Notes g The semantics preclude the analysis of the numeral as 
attributive to the head of the construct, i.e. 'the canoe of 
one kola nut'.

The hL glide on the numera.1 is a juncture feature (section
8.2.1.1) not va construct marker.
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309-

310 .

311.

o rib tbu ei ta adhu [udhyomu &vh]
o  o  o o  o ............................

Nn Num; t
Nn GenConi  ________ IHP

he inc take him go face of-juju one
•He was taking him to see one juju’ EB029
Notes s In this context the numeral does not collocate with adhu
1 ~l" — 1 '-:Ajru o

and is therefore analysed as attributive to the head of the 
construct.

The initial tone of udhyomu is H not h since no L tone has 
interposed following the previous h tone (section 2*3»l)*

hn6 ka &dhfvie ddhih [na mi vye ]
g o  o

Nn GenCon Re 1C on rf
' 18?

this seq lament of-that-day that I cry the 
’This is the lament I made on that day* NH045
Notes Since the verb vye 'cry' frequently co-occurs with the
noun edhivie 'lament', it is preferable to analyse the relative 
construct as attributive to the complex head,

a ta na wa omu edei dno [na o yi ofai 6fai]
« c o

Nn Bern RelCon(_____  1__________ INn GenCon

one go to look-for house of-man this who he come new new
•Let's go and look for the house of the man who very recently 
arrived' HB034

Notes The verb yi ’come' does not collocate with omu 'house'
a

therefore the relative construct is analysed as attributive to the 
head of the construct.
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One of the attributive elements of a genitive construct may 
itself he a genitive construct, and further degrees of recursion are 
possible. The highest number of degrees of recursion which have 
occurred in the corpus is three (example 513)*
Examples g
512. &ni el avuramu akie §syflt [na 0 nyeni za ] n&

•  o •_____ | a . _ _ _ _ _  _  .................

Nn GenCon HelCon rf
Nn GenCon
L___ ,______________  _IHP

wife his woman of-town of-that-place that she live stay the 
'His wife was a native of the town where he lived' HB009

515* &ftu eld 6g6ni ddhu na
Nn GenCon 

Nn GenCon
Nn 1 GenCon^ rf
1 f p —  —  1

mouth of-market of-looking of-eye the 
'the price of the mirror' CG025

The genitive construct usually occurs immediately following
the noun head, preceding all the attributive elements. Two examples
have been found of an adjective occurring between the noun head and the
genitive construct. This happens if the collocation of the noun and
the adjective is very frequent, e.g. in example 514 azyi dhia
(literally 'bush bad') is the term for 'cemetery' 5 and in example 315
akie vuuamu (literally 'town being made clear') is the name of a 
•

ceremony at New Year.
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314* Azyi dhia isosyi isua dno nA
o * *

Nn GenCon
Nn Adj GenCon Hem rf
bush bad of-church of-name this the

’this cemetery of the Isua church* BC031

315* Akie vuuamu [ukpe dyb ]
•     _  ____________________

Nn Bern< — \Nn Adj GenCon
town clearing of-year that

’the cleansing-the-town ceremony of that year* BM090

Co-occurrence of Attributive Elements in the NP
There are no syntactic restrictions on the co-occurence of 

attributive elements in the NP. But owing to semantic restrictions 
no more than three different elements co-occur in any one phrase.
See example 293*
8.2.2. The Simple BP9 Type 2 Pronoun as Head

This type consists of a pronoun (abbreviated ’Pr’) functioning 
as head. 3 singular and all plural pronouns occur both as the NPs 
and the NPo. 1st and 2nd singular pronouns occur only as the NPs.
Wien they are semantically the object of the verb? they are analysed
as elements of the YP. The reasons for this analysis are given in 
section 11.3* The impersonal pronoun occurs only as the NPs. For
full details of pronouns see section 10.3*
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Examples g
316. mi sa 1 ’I shot it1 AT128

*  «

I shoot it

317* 1 bisyi §ni 'They pushed us' AC025
they push us
Certain pronouns may occur with an attributive element as

followss
Pronoun with Relative Construct

The following pronouns may occur with one or two relative 
constructs 0

1st 2nd 3̂ <i
mb bhb 6ki

o  *  •

bni hhb egua
singular

me [na mi nA gba egberigba na ]
o  0

Pr RelCon
I who I inc tell story the 

'I who am telling the story' CG094

319* [na bni ya n'end ][ na enl geni ta ni ]
•  *

Pr RelCon RelCon
we who we are at here who we look go cpl

'We who are here and who have looked at it' DAO62
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Pronoun with Reinforoer
The same pronouns as listed on the previous page may occur 

with a reinforcer. Preceding a ’also*, however, the forms of the 
1st and 2nd person singular are mi and bhtu
Examples g
320 o me nu gbei onu mb 

* •

Pr rf
I instead should- mother my 

kill
’I instead should kill my mother* EJO67

321. &ni lou si ta
_________________ a  e

Pr rf 
we only will go

’Only we will go1 E

322, bhh a me 
Pr rf 

you too agree
’You too agreed’ E

Pronoun with Additive Construct
A pronoun may occur with an. additive construct. The 

construction has the following restrictions s
a* The head of the NP must he one of the following subject

pronouns 3
1st 2nd 3z'<i

singular ■ mi bhit bki
• • o

plural eni bha eguA
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b. The head of the construct may be either a noun or a pronoun.
If it is a pronoun it must be one of the following 2nd or 3^d person 
object pronouns. (The tone of the pronouns depends on the polarity, 
mood and tense of the clause and therefore is not given.)

2nd 3rd
singular iwo ei

o *

plural ibha egua
©

Co There is a ranking order in the occurrence of the different 
persons. 1st person pronouns occur only as the head of the !iP.
Ytfhen 2nd and 3^d person pronouns occur together, the 2nd person pronoun 
occurs as the head of the HP and the 3^d person as the head of the 
construct.
Examples a
323. igo ka inumu na o si gbei me ml [n&A asu ]0_________________    •  o

Pr AddCon
poverty seq. thing that it will kill me I and father my

[naa egwe omu enl ]
^  ^  »  _ ________

AddCon
and people of-house our

'Poverty is the thing that will kill my father, my family and me'
PA016

Notes The NPo is an extended HP, type 1, section 8,3.1.

324. mi [naa iwo ] si ta nl
O   O tl  o

Pr ~ AddCorT
I and you will go cpl

'You and I will be the ones to go' FB082
Notes Emphatic NPs, see section 5.4*3°
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325. bki [na& esbni n&] hidha
o _ _     •

Pr AddCon
he and fish the walk

'He went with the fish1 DK031

326. edei na hhu [naA ei] n& kbna nA
•    _____  «  o

Pr AddCon 
man who you and him inc fight the

'The man who is wrestling with you' AR019

8o2.3 The Simple HP, Type 3 humeral or Demonstrative as Head
This type consists of a numeral or a demonstrative functioning 

as head which may optionally he followed hy a relative or locative 
construct, and/or hy a reinforcera In certain cases a numeral may he 
followed hy an additive construct (section 10.4)•

327» avh lod ko ya
» _________  _ ____* ____  0
hum rf
one only remain is 

'Only one is left' ■R

328 fnA [na mi du] na somu ya

these which I huy the he-good are 
'These that I bought are good' E

329o avu [n'uvomu hha] * ^

hum LocCon
one in inside them

'one of them' AG016



158

8.2.4* The Simple NP, Type 4 Interrogative as Head
Tills type has an interrogative (abbreviated 'Int’) or the 

interrogative modifier (abbreviated 'IntMod') vo as one of its 
elements. The interrogative may function as head (examples 550? 531) 
or as the genitive construct (example 332). The interrogative modifier 
functions as an attributive element following the head (example 333)*
The interrogative modifier has a low juncture with the preceding noun, 
i.e. the final tone of the noun, if normally lly is a HL glide.

edhya
o

bdhya vo
ryam!
•which yam?'

igbo
igbd vo

•net1
•v/liich net?’

Examples from Textss
330. bhu t& £dhoo ___

"int
you go where •V/here did you go?1 EA109

331. iyo wuru nu a 
Int
what do def qu 

•What has caused it?1 FB026

332. avuramu dno ka anl oyo* * o
Hn Int as GenCon 

woman this seq wife of-whom
•Whose wife is this woman?1 CC020

333* ka ldhii ekbmu vo
o  o

Hn GenCon IntMod 
this seq kind of-affair what

•What kind of affair is this?’ EA014
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8.2.5* The Simple HP, Type 5 Gerundive Construct as Head
The sole element of this type is a gerundive construct, which 

is formed from a transitive declarative clause with a verbal adjective 
(abbreviated ’VbAdj1) type 2 (section 11.4*2) occurring as the VP.

554. b r na ko egwe bhuramu abhanl
Nn VbAdj Nn

he so go-to cs.ll people fishing lake
'So he went and called (some) fishermen’ 1)1)002

555 h bhue adhe dvu adhe duamu enu
Nn VbAdj Nn 

they fix day one day settling price
'A day for settling the (bride) price was fixed’

8.2.6. The Simple NP, Type 6 hna or idbiana as Head.
AM005

This type consists of hna ’the one' or idhlhna 'how* or
’the way in which’ functioning as head followed by a rankshifted verbal
declarative clause as a relative construct. In this type the relative

1construct does not have the marker na . The only attributive element 
which may 0001x1? is a reinforcer.
Examples g
556. hno, [ml vro ku wo] na // wuru onfci

RelCon rf
the-one I say give you the do thus

'Do what I tell you’ DH046

1. ana and ldhiana are forms ?/hich have resulted from the fusion 
of a root with the constimct marker na (page 19l)*
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337*

338.

339*

340.

341 o

6ki za kori ana [evumu ya]Q • ___
Re10on

he will-stay wait the-one fat is 
’He will wait for the one with some fat’ CK006

o dhuu ana [bhu mamine bhue] yia
a  __________ *

RelCon
it follow the-one you not-learn keep come 

’Because you did not learn properly’ AR037

akd ka ldhi&na [f za wur&] tuu .».
a

RelCon
that seq how they stay do until

'That is how they were acting until EH009

avuramu na nomu idhi&na [o wur&] • ____
RelCon

woman the not-know how she will-do 
'The woman did not know what to do' BB044

ldhiana [ute na tou somu ya 6syi] nu sa Inhmu
,   O  t

RelCon rf
how mat the take be-good is beauty this not thing
gbamu

*

telling
’How really beautiful this mat is cannot be described' CG039
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8.2,7* The Simple NP, Type 7 Rankshifted Clause as Head
The sole element of this type is a rankshifted verbal clause. 

This type functions only as the NPo. The clause is analysed as a 
rankshifted element of the clause, and not as an element of a complex 
sentence, since it is parallel in function to a noun acting as the 
object of a transitive or semi-transitive verb.
Examples t
342. egs/b ibus&nl / gbnx / Inhmu na moni somuo   *________

NPs VP NPo
people of-name look thing' the not-able be-good

’The people of Ibusani realised that things could not go well’
AC 020

343- mr / n& za wa / mi tou avurbmh
•  »____________ o_________  • ___________________

NPs VP NPo
I inc stay want I will-take woman

’I was wanting to marry a woman' DAO39

344* o / te nl / bha i gbe
NPs VP “  ™NPo
it reach cpl you will go-home

'The time has come for you to go home' DEO69

345. & / za nx / ml bhye amb
6

NPs VP NPo™....
it stay cpl I bear child

'If I bear a child’ EJ068
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8.5. The Extended Nominal Phrase
The extended Np consists of two simple NP's of types 1-5 

functioning as a single phrase. The extended NP differs from the 
simple NP wdth a complex head (section 8.2.1.3) in the following respectss

a. The second NP is not marked hy a h tone on the first syllables
b. Attributive elements may precede the second NP.

When the second NP has an initial h tone, the extended NP often 
cannot be distinguished formally from the simple NP with a complex head, 
but the analysis is clear from the context.

Extended NT’s are divided into five types. In the following 
examples each of the phrases comprising the extended phrase is enclosed 
in round brackets.
8.3.I. The Extended NP? Type 1 Appositional

The two NP's are in appositional relationship. This type 
differs from the appositional nominal clause both in function and in 
structure as has already been described in section 6.1.2. It a,lso 
differs from two separate NPo!s as it may occur following transitive verbs.
Examples 3
346. 1 bhye ( I ) (edei ig6 )

” ” Sp^ 
they bear him man of-poverty

'He was born a poor man' PA002

347® & ko ni (dlibb) (olo i nh)
t

NPo”
he call cpl tortoise friend his the 

'He called his friend tortoise' CY017
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348 *

349.

350.

351.

352.

(bni) (htbmh esaa na) funu dhyani n'^kunu &te nb,* . *— fpQ

we head three the should- enter on top of-mat the
climb

'We three should get onto the mat' CGO65

(bid. nbb, bgwe ikpbkpo) (o) nb tb, bhiie
*  0 9

he and pi load he inc go keep 
5 He went on walking with his loadsf FA123

bgwe dvu ka (bgwe) (bna Imorobha na)
. _  .

portion one seq portion the-one of-bridesmaids the 
•One portion was the one allocated to the bridesmaids' AM033

o nb syll ta (dgile anmunu) (ldhibna a na gbe
   0     _ _ _ _ _  _______

NPo
it inc move go time of-evening like one inc go-home
n'ukwo na ukwo nb)
from farm the farm the

'It was getting towards evening time when one used to go home 
from the farm' CZ048

Notes The second NP contains a rankshifted clause functioning 
as a relative construct (section 8.2.1.2).

(odhoni wb) (avuru) wo ku wo 111___  __ 0____ _
NPs

husband your himself say give you cpl
'Tour husband himself has told you' EA025
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8,3 *2. The Extended UP 9 Type 2 Partitive
One of the elements of the second NP is a numeral or £ 

denoting quantity.
Examples s
353 • aminl yi i tai dhou (&wo na) (ogb, &bhb dvu)

• c o  o o ___________ •  o__

NPo “
water come to cover take trap the side of-part one 

'Water came and reached one side of the trap'

354- (fmo nb,)(avu) na wuru inlwhrb,

children the one inc do work 
'One of the children is working

355* (arhsd) (ikbpu dvu lou a) mo
o-  a o o

NPs
rice cup one only even is-not

'There was not even one cup of rice'

356, (bsbni na) (bgbe &) lco mo &______________  O 9
NPs ""

fish the a-little any remain is-not qu 
'Isn't there just a little of the fish left?1

8.3*3* The Extend© ft IMP ? Type 5 Cumulative
Either both or only the second NP has the reinforcer 

or o finally,

357* (fvhrbmu) (imbsyl a)
NP

women men too 'men and women'

noun

CK019

AA035

DH044

AA038

a

AB011
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559- (i£bhw5> a) (ot&. a) 6 dhei dhe      & _ m o Q
" NPo

bone too flesh too he swallow finish 
'He swallowed all the bones and. the flesh* CZ061

559 • (inurnu dvh) (inhmu &vii a) i mo me
Sp^t '

thing one thing one even again is-not to-me 
'I have nothing more at all' DL100

560« (fmosyi nh a) (fvuramu na a) yi
NPs

men the too women the too not-come 
'Neither the men nor the women came* E

561. (asu o ) ( btana o )• ____________ t_____
NP ’

night indeed day indeed 
'Night and day' CY005

8.5*4* The Extended NP, Type 4 Reduplicative
The second phrase is a partial or complete reduplication of the 

first phrase. The reduplication has the semantic meaning of intensity
or plurality. This type functions only as the NPs or in a nominal
clause. This reduplication affects only one phrase in the clause and 
thus differs from the reduplication analysed as distributive aspect 
(section 5*7) which affects more than one phrase.

562. (6mu vlovle) (omh viovik) nyine dhe
o___________________________________    0_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  0 •

NPs
house fine house fine appear finish 

'Pine houses appeared' CE104
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363. bgwb etai nA ka (akdm-edel) (akum-edei)
♦ • *

n p
pi tree the seq human human

’The trees were human beings’ EJ018

364. (AdhiA) (Adhia bhbo) // bkl kpomu ya .
______ ____  a ___  0

HP
this-day this-day even he be-sick is

’On this very day he is ill’ CC037

365* bko §syfa na // (bkbri bo) (ekbri b6 na b ya).
o ______________________ a     _ _____

IMP
pit there the maggot big maggot big which it is

'There in the pit there were big maggots' DJ023

8.3*5* The Extended NP, Type 5 Emphatic
A demonstrative or genitive construct which normally occurs

following the head of a simple phrase, may occur as the head of a
second NP for greater emphasis.
Examples g
366. b no tou (edada na) (Aka)

0 « • o__~~ “Spo '
he go-to take spear the that 

'He went to take that spear' EE104

367* o yi i te (§syi na)(etyl)
~ ~ ¥ p o  ~

she come to reach place the of-name
'She came and reached Etyi's place’ DC023
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CHAPTER NINE 

THE ADVERBIAL PHRASE

9.0 o Introduction
The adverbial phrase class is set up on the basis of its function 

in the clause. The AP may be similar or identical in structure with the 
NP, but it is analysed as an AP because it functions as an attributive 
element and not as the subject or object of the clause. See also 
section 9*2.2.
9.1. Function of the Adverbial Phrase

The primary ftmction of the AP is as a -peripheral element of the 
clause. It occurs in the verbal clause following the VP, or NPo if 
present, and in the nominal clause following the final NP.

The AP has also a secondary function as a rankshifted unit 
functioning as an attributive element of the simple HP type 1 (section
8.2,1.2). Only certain types of AP have this secondary function.
Details are given below.
9.2. Structure of the Adverbial Phrase

There are five types of AP.
9.2.1. The Adverbial Phrase, Type 1

This type consists of a rankshifted NP (abbreviated ’rsNP’)
preceded by the preposition (abbreviated fPrep!) n f 'in' 'at’, or tuj.

©

’until’. As all nouns begin with a vowel the preposition n ’ never has 
a CY structure. But since the language has no 0 syllables, the 
preposition is written as n ’ indicating the elision of the Y element. 
There is always a high juncture between either preposition and the NP, 
i.e. the initial tone of the NP, if normally L, is a HL glide.

There are two subtypes. In type IA the NP is of type 1 (noun as 
head). This subtype may function as a locative construct in the NP 
type 1 (page 149)* In type IB the NP is of type 4 (interrogative).
This subtype functions only in the interrogative clause.
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Examples of Type 1Ag
368, 6 nyine n' [fsyisya edbj

Prep rshpil
she appear in middle of-river

•She appeared in the middle of the riverf

369* ikidhe na ko dlibo n' [adhe avu]• _ _  * ____ *
Prep rsHPgl

snail go-to call tortoise on day one
’One day snail went to call tortoise*

370. o bidha ta tuu [etyi usuodha bhob]
* o___________________________________ »_____________________  'f

Prep rsHP g1
he Y/alk go till place of-distance far-off

’He walked to a far distant place*

371* a dbi ni udhyori nb, tuu [ddhe §sybni]• # ♦  » _
Prep rsHP s 1

one eat cpl feast the till day five
'The feast lasted for five days'

Examples of Type IB
372- a yi nj [egilb vo]

Prep rsHPs4
they should- at time what  ̂ come

'When should they come?'

373, bhu moni n' [edho]
Prep r sHP s 4 

you see at where
'Where did you see it?'

IXB049

CIC016

CJ028

BM017

CZ008

HJ030
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9.2,2. The Adverbial Phrase, Type 2
This type consists of a NP type 1 of which the head is a noun 

of class B (adverbial noun, section 10.2.1), e.g. ©gbe ’a little*; 
enia 'thus'? eno 'now*. Such a construction is analysed as an AP
rather than as a NPo because it may occur following an intransitive 
verb, a transitive verb with a NPo, or a distransitive verb with two 
NPo's. (See section 10.1.1.1 for verb clauses.)
Examples s
374* hha / na dha / ddi nh / bfhromu

NPo AP
you inc stay drink wine the emptiness

'(Why) are you drinking the wine by itself (i.e. without 
eating as well)?* DK050

Noteg dha is a transitive verb.

375* o / dhesyi / obo0 9 _

VP AP
it last much

'It lasted a long time® DB007
Notes dhesyi is an intransitive verb.

3760 1 / va wu / enia
TP AP

they emp die thus
'They still died in this way1 CH021

Notes wu is an intransitive verb.
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577* o / yi i te / ekunu / idhii §n6
npo ~~T5T~~~

he oome to reach top way this
•He came up to the surface like this*

Noteg te is a semi-transitive verb,

578* 6 / ke / btai na / obhb es&A
0 0 *  o  o

NPo " AP "
he cut tree the hand three

•He cut the tree three times*
Notes ke is a transitive verb,

Q

9*2.5* The Adverbial Phrase, Type 3
The sole element of this type is an adverb 

Examples s

579- alagba na dbia kpau
»

gun the fall bang
•The gun went off bang*

580 o akie za ni bhrhmh 
*

town stay cpl quietly 
•The town was really quiet®

581, syire bheb
0

run indeed
’Ho run!'

DA025

CB020

(section 10.7)*

AT085

BM045

ED040
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382* 6 / wimi nu / n' dzyi / whrurnuwhrtmih» _o 
AP g1 AP g 3

it do cpl in bush boom-boom
'There had been a sound boom-boom in the bush' BM045

383* o / gu me / n' 6bho / bhhao ____
APsl APs3

it prick me in hand surprise
'Fancy it biting my hand' AT038

384* b / nu / n' utomu okwei na / kpoukpoukpou• o a ____
APsl AP§3

he tap at top of-palm the knockknock
'He tapped knock-knock at the top of the palm-tree' EH066

385* o / wuru dhe bhue / evuu / idhii 8nf&, / tirbdb
• _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

APs2 APs3
it do finish keep wing way thus whish

'It spread its wings right out whish like this' HG034

9*2,4* The Adverbial Phrase,_ Type 4
This type consists of one or more rankshifted HP's of type 1 

each preceded by the preposition nah 'and', 'accompanied by'* This 
type of AP occurs most frequently as an additive construct in the 
simple HP type 1 (section 8,2,1,2).

386, eda na na yi bhue naa op&mu naa &v6u
Prep rsHP Prep rsHP 

river the inc come keep with waves with wind
'The river kept rising and there were wind and waves' HHO69
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387- efai nk whru el na& bkabuamu
Prep rsNP 

stomach inc do to-her with paining
’She had griping pains in her stomach’

9.2.5* The Adverbial Phrase, Type 5

This type consists of a reduplicated noun or numeral. It is 
analysed as an AP rather than a NPo because it may occur following an 
AP or a transitive verb with a NPo. It denotes distribution. It
differs from the distributive aspect of the clause (section 5*7) ln that
only one element of the clause is reduplicated. It is therefore 
analysed as an AP and not as a feature of the clause.
Examples s
388. kbhufumu na / za nwene / n ’ ugbuswei n& / bgb§ bgbd•   ♦ __

Nn Nn 
APsl AP?5

ash the will-stay spill on road the little little 
’The ash will drop onto the road little by little’ CD009

389* bhh / tou / uvi edhi n& / avh avu / tou kye / anamu dvu
I  <  *  *  a  0 *  e>

Num Num
NPO AP

you take mould of-palm the one one take give animal one
’You take the palm moulds one by one and give them to an 
animal’ DJ011

390* 0 / no dei / ul& /
9 0 0

NPo
she inc sell banana

’She is selling bananas a pi

ipenl ipenl
Nn Nn 

AP
penny penny 

enny each1 E

naA bgbomamu 
Prep rsNP 
with biting

E



Co-occurrence of Adverbial Phrase Types
Usually only one AP occurs in a clause, "but a few examples 

of clauses with two AP*s have been recorded. Type 4 has not 
occurred with any other type. There are no syntactic restrictions 
on the co-occurrence of other types. The order of the AP's is in 
the sequenoe that the types have been numbered, starting with the 
locative/temporal type 1. The table below gives the co-occurrence 
of APfs which have been recorded.
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CHAPTER TEN 
THE WORD i. MAJOR WORDS

10*0* Introduction
Words are divided into two main classes s major words which may 

function as head of a phrase and minor words which never function as head 
of a phrase. The classes of major words will he described in this 
chapter and the classes of minor words in chapter 11.
10 o1. The Verb

The verb is divided into two classes, class A and class B, on the 
basis of its function in different VP classes. Class A comprises all 
the verbs in the corpus except two. Within class A four types of verbs 
with different structures are distinguished. As there are no verb tpne 
classes, and as the tone of a verb depends on the polarity, mood and 
tense of the clause, the tone is not marked on verb roots in isolation.
10.1.1. The Verb, Class A
10•1.1•1* Subclasses of Class A Verbs

Class A verbs function as the head of VP class A (section 7*4*1)* 
They are further divided according to their degree of transitivity, i.e. 
their occurrence with NPo's in simple sentences. This analysis is 
preferred to dividing clauses into transitive, intransitive, etc., since 
the object required by a verb need not be present in the clause but 
implied from a previous clause.
Class A1 Intransitive

The VP of which this class functions as head cannot be fallowed 
by a HPo.
Exampless dhemu ’be big' dhesyi ’last a long time*

duu ’go out’ fina ’enter’ (a canoe)
*

funu 'go up’ wii ’dawn’ ’get light’



177

Examples from Texts s
591* // 1 / fina / n' oko Sul //

srps v p

they enter 
'They got into our canoe'

392. // O / dhesyi //* QBPs VP
it not-last

'It was not long'

Class A2 Semi transitive

AP
in canoe our

BC078

BC021

The VP of which this class functions as head may optionally he 
followed by a BPo. A further subdivision is required since there is a 
restriction on the type of BPo which may follow certain verbs.
Class A2i

The NPo following the VP may be of any type.
Examples 8

bidha 'walk'
ko 'call'

from textss

bhine 'ask'
nwase 'fear'

dei
te

'fall'
'reach'

593* /// b / 1 kb // omini mb ...
NPs VP

'He called, "ly child ... EE009

394. // avuramu
Q

Bps
na / ko / i // 

V P ~  HPo
The woman called him1 EE080
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395. II &ko na / bidha //
A »

NPs VP
canoe the not-walk

•The canoe did not move* DL068

59 6. // &l£bo / bidha / avuramu nb //
• ♦______ e

NPs VP NPo
tortoise walk woman the

’Tortoise married the woman’ CC012
Notes bidha avuramu (lit. walk a woman) is the usual term for

c q |

’marry’ when the subject is a man. Compare also bidha akie
o  _______ * _____________

(lit. walk a town) which is the term for 1oommit adultery'.

397. // okoni / £ del //0 _
NPs VP “
fight so fall

’A fight broke out’ BJ004

598* // mi / 1 dei / agbhrd //0
NPs VP NPo
I will fall fairy

’I will turn into a fairy’ DD019

Class A2ii
The NPo following the VP must be of type 1 with a noun denoting 

place as head. The membership of this class is limited to the 
followings

gbe ’go home’ ta ’go'
yi ’come'
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599* // <5wu ev£& / yi //
NPs VP

masquerader another came
'Another masquerader came' EC023

400. // ebhhrh / 1 yi / akie &namh //
_  9 *

NPs VP NPo
famine then come town of-animals 

'Then famine came to the animals' town' CA002

401. // 6 / ta //• __
NPs VP 
he not-go

'He did not go' PL034

402. // b / ta / akie
o    o  a

NPs VP NPo
he go town another

'He went to another town'

Class A3 Transitive

CC003

The VP of which this class functions as head must he followed by 
a NPo. If the NPo is not specified the noun inumu 'thing' is required,
Examples s dei ’sell' 

nu 'beat
dhi
tou

'eat*
'take'

du
wuru

'buy' 
' do'

Examples from Texts ?
403* // o / du / akani //

* * o

NPs VP NPo
she buy cloth

'She bought cloth* CC017
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404.

405.

406 0

407.

408 o

409.

// eni / dhi / inumu //
_ m

NPs VP NPo
we let-eat thing

'Let's eatS1 FB157

// a / del dhe / £ gire nA //
0 o

NPs " VP NPo
one sell finish crocodile the

'The crocodile (meat) was sold out' AT097

/// dkie inii na // * / nu / inumu III
• »

NPs VP NPo
town four the one not-beat thing

'In the four towns no drum was beaten' BM077

// a / nu / egire nA //
*

NPs VP NPo
one should-beat drum the

'The drum should be beaten' EH130

// Adhe §vie bhob [na mi / nA wuru / intunu] //# • »  ____________________
NPs VP NPo

day other long-ago that I inc do thing
'Another day a while ago when I was busy' (lit. doing thing)

AT097

// i / na wuru / awo / n ' azyi //
NPs VP NPo AP
they go-to make trap in bush

'They went and made a trap in the bush’ CJ003
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Class A4 Pi transitive
The VP of which this class functions as head must "be followed by 

one NPo and may be followed by two NPo*s. In the latter case the first 
NPo is frequently but not invariably an animate noun (example 412)«
Examples j remove

’give'
kidhe 
kye 
sise

Examples from textss
410. // 6kl a / i kpe / opilopo /

put down’

kpe
pa
syie

’pay' 
’lift up' 
1 send*

osa I //
o o

NPo 
due his

NPs VP NPo
he also again not-pay pig

'Neither would he any longer pay pig what he owed him'

411. // mi / na kidhe / irityadi / Ipeni //
e o  *

NPs VP NPo NPo
I go-to remove Richard penny

'I went to get a penny from Richard'

CA039

AT047

412. // onyenye / na ma / ikpebi / Inhmu [na o si duA dub,] //
«  0 a o

NPs VP NPo NPo
everyone inc arrange heart thing that he will buy buy

'Everyone was thinking of the thing that he would buy' CE040

413* // mi / pa / avuramu na / utwb //
©

NPs VP NPo Npo
I lift woman the basket

I lifted the basket up onto the woman's (head) E
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10.1.1.2. Structure of Class A Verbs
Four types of class A verbs are distinguished.

Type 1 Simple Root
This type consists of a simple root without any reduplicated 

syllables of the following CV structures s CVS C W 9 CVCV, CVCVCV,
Examples g ta 'go'9 dei 'fall', dire 'cook'9 kofilo ’cough1
Type 2 Root with Reduplication

Some verbs of two or more syllables have reduplicated syllables in 
the root. The non-reduplicated form of the verb does not occur. The 
reduplication of syllables as part of the verb root differs from the
reduplication of the secondary aspect (section 5*7) where the complete
verb is reduplicated.

Type 2A reduplication of part of a syllable
This type is rare. Only the following have occurred.

gigya ’rebuke' 
suswe ’go south'

lele 'deceive'
«

pipi ’suck'
dhunene ' meet’ 
gbunono 'heal’

burebure ’pray'
kpurokpuro 'gather'
vinivini ’tangle'

*

gigyo 'lever’
o

gugwo ’heap together' 
Type 2B reduplication of one syllable

cvcv bhabha 'wander’
mimi ’squeeze*

cvcvcv bhunene0 'be on good terms
funene• 'doubt'
kinono 'resemble'

Type 2C reduplication of both syllables
Examples3 bholibholi ’rush to save'

kilekile 'roll' 
syinesyine 'hide'
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kie 'split open' (tr.)
kue 'open' (tr.)
ke 'burn' (intr.)
yila ' stand' (intr.)

Type 5 Derived Verb
This type consists of a root followed by a derivational suffix 

which harmonises with the vowel quality of the root (section 2.2.1).
There are two classes of derivational suffix.
Class A changes the subclass of the verb and has two memberss

-ne 'of its own accord' 'by itself changes verbs from class A3 
(transitive) to class A1 (intransitive).

-se 'causative1 changes verbs from class A1 (intransitive) to 
class A3 (transitive)o
Examples g

kie-ne 'split open by itself (intr.)
kue-ne 'open by itself (intr.)
ke-se 'set light to' (tr.)
yila-se 'raise to upright position'

(tr.)
With a C W  root in which the first V is a non-close vowel and the 

second V is a close vowel, the second V is dropped before the suffix.
Exampless bhou 'uproot' bho-ne 'uproot by itself

bhoti 'be wet' bho-se 'make wet'
4  9

dei 'sell' de-se 'sell to a person'
o *

Allomorphs of -ne and -se
-ne and -se have phonologically conditioned allomorphs -ene 

and -ese respectively which occur in the environments given below. 
(Compare the allomorphs of the suffix -mu of the verbal adjective, 
page 230. In both cases roots ending in a close vowel are followed by 
the VCV allomorph.)

a. Following CV root ending in a close vowel.
Examples fu 'be white' fu-ese 'make white'

o  *

bhi 'be black' bhi-ese 'make black'
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"bo Following C W  root where both vowels are close, and CVCV root 
ending in a close vowel. The final vowel is dropped before the suffix.

'shake by itselfExamples 3 nuu
dhyomu
karift
mil

'shake1 
'be SYreet' 
'be strong' 
'be cool*

nu-ene
dhyom-ese
kar-ese
mi-ese

'make sweet' 
'strengthen' 
'make cool'

Class B maintains the subclass of the verb and has only one member
-ru 'more than once' 

Examples 5 do 'puli'
fya 'slice'
sa 'shoot'

do~ru
&

fya-ru
sa-ru

'pull to pieces'
'shred'
'shoot more than once'

With a C W  root ending in a close vowel the final vowel is 
dropped before the suffix.
Exampleg bhou 'uproot' bho-ru 'uproot many plants'
Notes The above are analysed as suffixes and not as,postverbals because 
their distribution is restricted to certain verbs, and this restriction 
is not dependent upon lexis. For the same reason, the suffixes are not 
analysed as marking aspect.
Type 4 Compound Verb

This type consists of two roots which have fused. Only two 
examples have occurreds

tuvai 'get rid of (vai 'lose' tu ?? )
_ •   *  *

yinigbe 'return home'. This is a fusion of yi 'come', ni the 
completive particle, and gbe 'go home'. Proof of the fusion is the 
occurrence of ni medially, whereas in a compound VP it occurs finally 
(section 7«4)»
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10.1.1.3» The Verbs 'bhue'* 'kye', 'tou' and 'wei'
O O

Four verbs have allomorphss
bhue ’keep* has two allomorphss bho occurs preceding kye 'give1 

(this is the only verb that may follow bho )? bhue occurs elsewhere 
(i.e. preceding ITPo or AP or clause finally).

o wuru e dhyomu bho kye 1
e

she make food keep give him
'She prepared some food and kept it for him1

o gbei anamu bho kye olo i
he kill animal keep give friend his 
5He shot an animal and kept it for his friend' 

Compare
o tou edhyomu bhue n' dtilh
he take food keep on shelf-above-fire
'He kept the food on the shelf above the fire'

kye 'give' has two allomorphs? ku occurs preceding the pronominal * *

postverbals me and wo '1st and 2nd person singular object' 
respectively? kye occurs elsewhere. The vowel of the allomorphs 
harmonises with the vowel quality of the preceding verb.
Examples g

kh me 'Give me1
*  o

b tou ku wo 'He gave it to you' (lit. he took gave you)
♦  9  9  O

P'I'II

b wuru ku wo 'He did it for you' (lit. he did gave you)
Compare

kye i 'Give it to him'

b wuru lye edei nh 'He did it for the man'
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tou 'take' has two allomorphss dhou occurs following another verh
in a compound VP except za 'stay's tou occurs elsewhere. The vowels

T t

of tou harmonise with the vowel quality of the following verb.
Examples s

pb, dhbu ’Pick it up’ (lit. lift take)
o

o kunu dhou 'he caught hold of it'
-— (lit. he held took)

Compare
b tou dhi ’He took it and ate it'
o tou dire ’He took it and cooked it'
o za tou Mhi nh, 'He kept taking the wine'

wei 'say' has two allomorphss wo occurs preceding kye 'give' 
wei occurs elsewhere.
Examples s

b wo kye i 'He said to him' (lit. he said gave him)
bni wo kye edei nh 'We said to the man'

Compare
o wei enia ' He spoke thus'

10.1.1.4 Class A Verbs ending in a Close Vowel
Verb roots ending in a close vowel add the suffix -a in the 

following clausess
positives descriptive, subjunctive, referential, futures 
negatives imperative, subjunctive, indicative if the VP is 

emphatic (section 5*4*5)?
in the following positions ?

clause finally (examples 414? 415)
preceding a single vocalic morpheme (example 416)
preceding a consonant (example 417) except the preposition

n' (example 418)? or when the verb is reduplicated (example 190, page 
102).
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Following CVCV roots ending in a close vowel the final vowel is 
dropped before the suffix.
Exampless wuru 'do' n& wur-a 'do not do (it)'

(negative imperative) 
kiri 'cut' 6 si kfr-k 'he will cut'

O # 6 0

(future)
Examples from Textsi 
414* // 1 21̂  za gbbi«a //

they ino stay laugh
'They kept laughing' AC021
(descriptive tense)

415. // yi-& //
neg come

'Do not come I' 
(negative imperative)

DB014

416. // hni nh yi-a 0 //
we inc come indeed

'Oh yes, we are coming!' 
(descriptive tense)

CG019

417- // alagba na dei-a kpah //
#

gun the fall bang
'The gun went off bang!' 
(referential tense)

AT085

418. // inumu [ na 1 si dhi n' aki& ] na za //
•  *  •  0

thing that they will eat in town the was-not 
'There was nothing for them to eat in the town' CD001
Notes dhi is in the future tense, but does not have the suffix 

*

-a because it precedes the preposition n' •
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10.1.2* The Verb, Class B
Class B verbs function as the head of VP class B (section 7*4*2). 

The class has only two members! ya ’is* ’exists1 and mo 'is not'
’does not exist'. They are analysed as verbs because they occur as the 
head of a VP, and have the same juncture features with the NPs as 
class A verbs (section 5.8,2). They are distinguished from class A 
verbs because of their limited distributions they occur only in 
declarative clauses and clauses with an interrogative BPo or AP? and 
because they occur only in certain positions ih a compound VP (section

ya functions only in positive clauses. It always has H tone. 
It may occur with one NPo (example 42l) hut this is rare.

419* // alagbA / ya / n ’amini dkb //
9 o

7 .4 .2).

NPs VP AP
gun is in water of-canoe

'The gun is in the water in the canoe' ATO63

420. // enhma [na bki tou bidha avuramu n£t] / ya //* O 0 O a __
NPs VP

money that he will-take marry woman the is
’He has the money to marry the woman’ 1CG005

421. // o / ya / i / n' otorh //
NPs VP NPo AP
it is her in throat

1It's in her throat' EJ083
Notes The tone of ya is upstepped preceding the following 
L tone. This is automatic upstep (section 2,3*1)*
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mo functions only in negative clauses. It always has a H tone 
It may he followed hy one NPo (example 423) "but this is rare.
Examples g
422. // hvie / mo //

nps vp
other is-not

’There is no other* ATI42

423, // o / mo / awb //
NPs VP NPo 
he is-not state-of-heing-alive

’He is not alive’ EC028

424. // onu dgua / mo / n' omu //  0
NPs VP AP

mother their is-not in house
’Their mother is not at home* EC033

10.2. The Noun
Nouns are divided into two classes on the hasis of their 

function in phrases and into six types according to differences in 
their structure,

10.2.1. Classes of Noun
Class A General Nouns

This class functions as the head of the simple NP type 1 
(section 8.2.1),
Examples g

edei ’person* eda ’river1 bshnl ’fish’
odb ’mortar' utomu ’head' ukw6 ’farm’
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A small group of nouns of this class denoting relationship 
are obligatorily possessed and occur with either a pronoun functioning 
as possessive, or with a genitive construct.
Examplesa asunit 'father1 (asu before me 'my* and wo 'your')■ ' ' ' • S O  0

atye 'relation*
omlni 'own child*
imemini 'own children* 
onh. 'mother*

Notes Following asunu 'father* , atye 'relation' and onu 'mother* if
the possessor is not specified, the noun amo 'child' occurs (examples

»

426, 428).
Examples from textss
425. mi n&A atye me dvu dhunene

0 O Q 0

Nn Foss 
I and relation my one meet

'I met one of my relations' ATQ43

426. m£ bhuene bhue atye amo avu ena a
Nn GenCon

X not-have keep relation of-child one at-all even 
'I do not have any relations at all' DC009

427. onu el naa asunu ei a bgwe fgo
Nn Foss Nn Poss

mother his and father his also people of-poverty
'His father and mother were poor people* DA003

428* asunu amo n& naa alagba na yia
A 0

Nn GenCon 
father-of child the and gun inc come

'The father was coming with a gun* FBI25
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429. asunu odyldyi n&A onu el dhyani n r dzyi
a ^ «  *  °Nn GenCon Nn Poss
father of-snake and mother his enter in "bush

'The snake's mother and father went to the hush1 CE016
The nouns ana 'the one' and i dhi ana 'how' 'like' sire forms 

which have resulted from the fusion of a root with the construct marker 
na . The nouns never occur as the sole element of a NP, They are 
followed either by a relative construct (section 8.2.6) or by a genitive 
construct (section 8.2,1.3). ana may also be followed by a possessive. 
ana has two allomorphs? anu occurs before a consonantf ana occurs

o ~r

before a vowel.
Examples s
430. o dhuu dna [bkf kilo ni egwe anamh] a na

* i  •

Re 1C on rf rf
it follow the-one he rule cpl pi animal too the

'Because he rules over the animals ...' DL008

431. o ltue dhe &na [ avuramu ] na  • _______
GenCon rf

he open finish the-one of-woman the 
' (When) he opened up the woman's ...'

432. b no vyamu gbei amo ana [okaa ] nh
• * * »   _ _ _ _ _

GenCon rf
he go-to flog kill child the-one of-age the 

'He went and flogged the eldest child to death'

DH048

DJ040

433* bno, i oki si za fou akibhl
Poss

the-one his he will stay smoke pipe 
'As for him, he will go on smoking his pipe' CF009
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434* o dhemu idhiana [anu wo ]
# O *  ^  ■

GenCon
it not-big like the-one your

fIt is not big like yours1 DJ038

435. akh. i dhi ana [eswei na] ka idhlana [aku avuramu nh ya ]• • _
GenCon HelCon

teeth like axe the seq how teeth of-woman the is
•The womanfs teeth were as sharp as an axe1 EJ006
(lit. teeth like an axe is how the woman's teeth were)

Class B Adverbial Nouns
This class functions as head of AP type 2 (section 9*2.2) and of 

the simple Up type 1 (section 8.2.1).
Examples bn±h

obo
1 thus1 
•a lot*

 ̂ . Aeno
bfuromu

okieogbe ra little1 
*

Examples from Textss
m u n ii m iiw.nu M 'i m in 1 > 'i t

436. // bhu / wei / dfhromu §komb //
NnsB GenCon 

NPs TP HP
you speak worthlessness of-word

•You are talking rubbish1

'now1
•worthlessness1
• emptiness1
• occasion1

DL077

437 * • • • // *>ha / nn za 3ha / Hdhi nh / bfhromb //
HPs TP HPo AP
you inc stay drink wine the emptily

'(Why) are you drinking the wine by itself (i.e. without 
eating as well)?1 DK050
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439*

440.

441.
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// bnia [na Y ta na te] nh // ka I £ kpu dhou ...
•  •  «  »  i

UnsB RelCon rf
_  _  .

thus that they go to reach the seq they so pull take 
’As they arrived thus* they pulled ...
Notes The UP is functioning as a nominal clause (section 6.1.1).

// i / gba / ogble / bnia //* __
UPs VP UPo AP
they make procession thus 

’They held a procession thus’ BJ039

// obo na / somu fye ni //
NnsB rf
’ UPs VP
big the is-good exceed cpl

’The big one is the best' E

// b / dhesyi / 6bo //
« e

UPs VP AP™
it last a-lot

'It lasted a long time* DB007
Notes obo is analysed as an AP since the verb is intransitive.
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10.2.2, Types of Noun
The CV structure of the six different types of nouns will be 

described first followed by details of their tone patterns.
Type 1 Simple Root

This type consists of a simple root without any reduplicated 
syllables of the following CV structures t

VCV, VCW, VCVCV,
Examples

bkb canoe akai
o

apidhemu

VCVCVCV

'thatch' 
'seat'

enhm& 1money'

Nouns of more than four syllables involve reduplication of one or more 
syllables or are compounds.
Type 2 Root with Reduplication

Some three and four syllable nouns and nouns of more than four 
syllables other than compounds have reduplicated syllables in the root. 
The non-reduplicated form of the noun does not occur.

reduplication of part of a syllable
'hornbill* bdidhyeapipya

Type 2B reduplication of one syllable

* four days1 
(former week)

VCVCV odyidyi 1 snake’ "odhudhu 'unripe palm fruit
bvhvd ’light1 ushsu f south1

VCVCVCV adubhabha• ’alligator' lkhlele 'iron'
S 1 -t *1 ̂okilolo 'cutlass * okululu 'spring of water'
eg&diga• 'fish trap' egbulugbu 'sandfly'
egulegu 'rainbow' ekporikpo 1 shrub'
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Type 2C reduplication of one syllable with, a change from a front to a 
back or central vowel.

'bell'

'pig1

'darkness' 
'fresh air'

egberlgba 'story' bgblnagbb,
o

ofilofo 'skull' opilopo
Type 2D reduplication of two syllables

bmur amur a 'act' oflrifiri
okanikani 'broom' ovollvoll
o

Prefixed Hoot
In this type there is a change in the initial vowel between the 

singular and the plural„ The noun is therefore analysed as consisting 
of a prefix followed by a root. The singular prefix is a- / o- and the
plural prefix is i- . Nouns of this type are few. Only the following 
have occurred in this corpus.

Singular Plural Meaning
amemure imembrb young girl
amb
•

imb child
amodhybmb.
•

imodhyomu 
*

young man
avbrbmb.
•

ivbrbmb
0

woman
okaA lkbA old man
ozyi izyi thief

Notes A vowel prefix always harmonises with the vowel quality of the 
following root.
Type 4 Derived Noun

Some nouns are derived from verb or adjective roots.
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Type 4A
This type consists of a vowel prefix o- singular or i- plural 

and a verbal adjective type 2 (section 11,4.2). This is a regular
formations nouns may be derived from all verbal adjectives. Due to 
semantic restrictions, some nouns do not have a plural form.
Examples s Verbal Adjective Noun

bhuenemu ’having1 bbhuenemu 1 owner1
ibhuenemu 1 owners1

dhiamu 1 eating1 bdhlamh 1 eating1
gwemu 1 obeying1 ogwemh 1 obedience
kilomu 1 ruling1 okilomu 1 chief1

ikilbmu 1 chiefs1

This consists of a vowel prefix o- / i- and an adjective 
type 1 (section 11.4*2). The o- prefix is more common.
Examples s Adjective Type 1 Noun

bo 1 big1 obo 'bigness1
dhfb, 1 evil1 bdhfb, 1 evil1

dh6 'old1 odho 'old condition
m& 'new1 ofai 'newness1
furomu 'worthless1 

1 empty1
ofhromu 1worthlessness 

'in vain1
gb§Q 'a few1 bgb§0 'a few1

gberi« 'small1 bgberi• 'small size1

gbugbb 'thick1 igbugbb 1 thickness1
kirikiri• 'all1 Ikirikiri0 'all1
vie 1 good1 bvie 1 goodness1
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Type 4C
This type consists of a vowel prefix and a verb root, 

no regular correspondence between the prefix and the root.

Examples Verb Root Noun
swei ’live’ bswel0 ’life'
gbou 'advise' egbou 'advice'
kpomu 'be ill' ikpbmh. 'illness
koni0 'fight’ okbni

©

’fight'
kari ’be strong1 ukkri ’power'

There is

Type 5 Compound Noun
This type consists of two roots which have fused. The form is 

analysed as a compound and not as a succession of two nouns because, as 
will be shown, it does not follow the regular rules of elision or tone 
at word juncture •
Type 5A

Both roots are still identifiable. In the fusion the initial 
vowel of the second word is elided, Normally the final vowel of the 
first word is elided at word juncture (section 2 .4)•
Examples idhii-fal

amini-bhwoni

' intestines’ 
(idhli ’vine1
1 soup'
(bmlnl ’water

hfbl ’stomach’)

ubhwbnl 'salt1)

Examples
Only one of the roots is still identifiable.

akum-edbi0
bny-oko
ony-avuramu
ony-fmbsyi
ow-bwfb

'human being’ (edel ’person*)
’messenger’ (okb ’messenger’)

d

( avurbmu ' woman1) 
(mosyi ’male')

next morning' (bwib ’morning’)

'woman’ 
’man’
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Type 50
Some nouns are formed from the root amb ’child1 or imb

’children* "being prefixed to another root. Such nouns are analysed as 
compounds since the tone pattern differs from that of two separate nouns 
in a MP as followss

noun + noun omu + kfenl > [omwdfbni] ’hen house1
9  0  0  9

house of-hen 
+ noun amb *f* afbnl > [amafeni]amo ’bird1

Nouns with the prefix amo are diminutives, Nouns with the 
prefix imp are mainly plurals. The prefix im~ also means ’belonging 
to the same group or species as e,g,

okori ’name of a man’ im-Okori ’Okori’s people’
Examples s 

am-aki small pot
im-ani ’wives’

o

im-akiresadhh ’buffaloes’

am-okubo ’small box’ 
im-ebhurb, ’ contemporaries ’ 
im~olb ’friends'

Noteg In amomu-vhrltmu ’girl’ the first root is probably an older 
form of amo ,

Neither of the roots is identifiable. The occurrence of a medial 
tone glide points to the fusion of two former roots as tone glides do not 
occur medially in monomorphemic nouns.
Examples %

*1 V t  >eleli
otdru

’sign’
’throat’

N A  \oioro
ukwodyl

’frog’
’coconut1
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Clause-based Compounds
A few names of birds and animals and insects are derived from a 

verbal declarative clause. The clause without any marker functions as 
a single noun.
Examples g

bkari oko yai 6kpi ’woodpecker'
* C O

carver of-canoe pulls unfinished-canoe 

bnigo duu afini 'sandfly'
o

poor-man not-go outside (lit. a poor man does not go
outside)

Example from texts
442. // okari oko y&i okpi / 1 na ke sise / ak&h //

NPs VP NPo
woodpecker so go-to chop fell cotton-tree

’So the woodpecker went and felled a cotton-tree’ DL005

10.2.5* Tone of Nouns
There are nine main tone classes with tone patterns which are 

manifested with nouns of four, three and two syllables. L tone is the 
less stable of the two tones and so is the first to drop out when a tone 
pattern is compressed. The tone classes are given on the following page. 
The gaps in the pattern in classes E and G occur because the tone pattern 
for VCV(V) would be the same as for classes I) and F respectively. The 
gaps in the pattern in classes H and I occur because no nouns of the 
pattern LHH (class B) and HLLH (class I) have occurred. Classes A and B 
have the largest membership? classes H and I have the smallest 
membership.

For tones of nouns when functioning as the head of the WPs #r NPo 
see section 5*8*2.
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Noun Tone Classes 
Class YCVCVCV VCVCV v c v ( v )

A HLLL
avuramu ' woman'
9

esaru
0

TIT T nJjJj

'mosquito1 omu
0

H L

'house'

B LLLL 
ebhufumu 1 ash * obi la

LLL
'pitcher' eki

LL 
'market'

P  TXPTJTTw  n n n n  

opilopo 'pig' olilo
HHH
'bottle' igbo

e

HH
'fish-net'

3) HHLL
akpukuro 'cassava' 
*

avuvo
o

HHL
'bat' ilo

HHL 
' lie'

E HLHL
apidhemu 'seat5 
0

okubo
HLHL
'box'

F LLHL
egadiga 'fish-trap'
D

ekasyi
LLHL 
'chair' ume

LHL
'faith'

G LHLL
orisyoni 1 snake' abina

0

LHL 
'plantain1

H LHLH
ikpilama 1 snail'
o

oki
LH

'type of f:

I
ogele

HLH
'procession1 ekpau

HLH
'fish-hook
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Norm Tone Class B
When a noun of this tone class functions as the head of the NPo, 

its tone is determined by the type of clause in which it occurs and the 
polarity*, mood and tense of the clause as follows;

When a noun of this tone class functions as head of the NPo in
an aorist or negative clause string, the string has the following 
special tonal characteristicss

a* the final tone of the NPo is not upstepped?
h. non-initial verbs have H tone on each syllable.

Examples s
Aorist string

Clause Tone Example
Neg. indie o geni akpurata 'he does not look at the mat'
Aorist ) o geni akpurata 'he looked at the mat*

Pos, imp, LLLH geni Akp*hr^ta 'look at the mat'
All other
verbal
clauses

HT.T.Tih o geni dkphrAta 'he looks at the mat'
*  ♦  *

Non-verbal LLLL &n6 ka Akphrata 'this (is) a mat' 
clauses

// 6 / do / akpurata dhemese //
* a

NPs VP NPo VP
he weave mat make-bigger

'He wove the mat bigger'
Compares
igbo (HH) // o / do / igbo' | dhemese //

'He wove the net bigger'
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10.3* The Pronoun
10.3*1* Function of the Pronoun

The primary function of the pronoun is as head of the simple HP 
type 2 (section 8.2,2) when this is either subject or object of the 
clause. Certain pronouns also function as attributive elements of the 
simple NP type 1 as possessive or demonstrative (see below and section 
8.2.1.1).

The pronoun is analysed as constituting the head of a separate 
phrase rather than as an element of the VP since it is parallel to the 
noun in the following respectss

a. There are the same types of juncture between the NPs and the VP, 
and between the VP and the HPo as when the noun is head of the HP 
(section 5*8*2)*

b. The pronoun may be followed by some of the same attributive 
elements as the noun, i.e. by a modifying construct or a reinforcer 
(section 8.2.2). It may not, however, be followed by all the attributive 
elements which may follow the noun, and thus is distinguished from the 
noun.
Pronoun

Pull paradigms of the pronouns according to their main functions 
are given below. The categories of person and number will be discussed 
in sections 10*3-2 and 10.3*3* Disjunctive pronouns occur in isolation 
and in the HP preceding a reinforcer or a relative construct.
As Head of the HPs 1st 2nd 3rd

singular ml bhh o
plural feni bha x / hgah

As Head of the HPo
singular ei
plural eni bha bhh / &gua
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As Head of the NP 
Disjunctive

singular
plural

As Attributive of the UP 
Possessive

singular
plural

Uotes 3

1st 

me, bmb
9 O

eni

2nd

bhb, ebho 
• •

"bha.
bkl
0

bgua

me
enl

wb
bha

ei
bguA

a. The 3**d person singular pronoun ei has two allomorphss 
i occurs following a word ending in a non-close vowel? ei occurs 
following a word ending in a close vowel.
Examples s mi ko i

mi dhuu ei
olo i
utorau ei

’I call him*
'I follow him* 
'his friend' 
’his head1

b. The 3*‘d person singular pronoun oki also functions as a 
demonstrative,
Examples 3

443• edei oki na 
*

man this the
'this man' CG016

444* ota oki '(at) this time1 CP021
& o

time this
c. For examples of the different functions of the pronouns see 

the following sectionss
As head of the HPs and HPos section 8,2.2.
As possessive s section 8.2.1.1.
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d. There is also an impersonal pronoun a which occurs only as the 
head of the ITPs. It may he translated hy ’one', 'they1, 'people1 or hy 
a passive construetion*
Examplest

445 * a ko x obx
one call him name

'He is called Obi' DJ001

446. a £ me
one so agree

'So it was agreed' DD020

447- & dhyani isosyx na
*  o

one entex* church the
'People joined the church' BC018

10•5•2. Category of Person
Within the pronoun class there is a three term system of person □ 

The person used distinguishes the different types of quotations in speech 
material (section 3*3) an<l is relevant to the system of concord between 
the pronoun and its referent (section 10.3*3)*

There is no 1st or 2nd person singular object pronoun. A
pronominal postverbal occurs instead (section 11.3).

The 3rd person object pronouns have zero allomorphs when the 
referent is an inanimate noun.
Examples s
i. hswa mb vai ya. bhb. monx £u (zero pronoun)

D O  9 9

hoe my lose is you see qu
'My hoe is missing. Have you seen it?'

ii. omxnx me vai ya. bhu moni ex a.
*  o  0 *

•My child is missing. Have you seen him?'
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iii. o gbei eseni es&A. ka 6 r tou ta omu (zero pronoun)
ft • t « •

he kill fish three seq he so take go house
’He caught three fish and took them home’

o

iv„ o moni imemini ei n* oga edh ka o £ tou dgua ta omu
• * o ft e & _______  •

he see children his at edge of-river seq he so take them go house 
'He saw his children near the river and took them home.

In the 3rd person pronouns there is a further two term system 
which is termed reflexive/non-reflexive. The reflexive pronoun occurs
if the referent is the subject of the previous clause and the non
reflexive if the referent is not the subject. lu/hen the pronoun is the 
subject the singular forms ares reflexive oki 5 non-reflexive o 5 and 
the plural forms ares reflexive bha § and non-reflexive i_ or egua . 
When the pronoun is the object the distinction is neutralised in the 
singular, both forms being ei 5 in the plural the distinction is 
maintained? reflexive bha 5 non-reflexive egua . This sub-system 
has a limited distribution; occurring only after the particle ga in 
sentence types 3 (Report) and 7 (Purpose).
Examples g

i. amo na wei ga bki gbei §sena n&
f t  0

reflex
child the say sp he kill fish the

'The child said that he (the child) caught the fish*

ii. amo na wei ga o gbei eseni na
non-reflex

'The child said that he (another person) caught the fish1 

iii, amo na v/ei ga ade si tou ei ta
0 * ft ©

child the say sp name will take him go 
'The child said that Ade would take him there'
Notes The pronoun ei could refer either to the child or to another
person already mentioned. The semantic meaning is determined by 
the context.
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iv* imo nh wei ga bhh gbei eseni nh

reflex
'The children said, that they (the children) caught the fish1

Vo imo nil wei bgah gbei §sbni na
non-reflex

'The children said that they (other people) caught the fish' 

vi o  imo nli wei ga ade si tou bha th
e  o

reflex
'The children said that Ade would take them (the children) there' 

vii. imo na wei ga ade si tou §gua tli• o ____
non-reflex

'The children said that Ade would take them (other people) there'

10 o 3•3• Category of Number
Within the pronoun class there is a two term system of numbers 

singular and plural* The singular non-disjunctive pronouns (all mono
syllabic) harmonise with the vowel quality of the head of the TP or KP 
as followss

Pronoun functioning as head of the NPs with the following verb
(section 5*8*1)$

Pronoun functioning as head of the NPo with the preceding verb
(section 5*8*i)l

Pronoun functioning as possessive with the preceding noun
(section 8.2.1,1)*

There is concord with respect to number and person between a 
pronoun and its referent either within a sentence or across sentence 
boundaries as followss
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a. If the referent is a noun which is marked for number 
morphologically or is preceded "by egwe ’plurality1, the pronoun is 
3rd person and singular or plural according to the number of the noun.
Examples Singular referents omini 'child’. Singular pronouns o •
446- III omini alibo me /// ka o tou etai na wai tu-vai ///

child of-tortoise agree seq. he take fire the throw lose°
’Tortoise’s child agreed. So he took the coals and threw them
away.’ DJ027

Plural referents imemini ’children’. Plural pronouns i *
449, I// alibo nh dhi 6bhuen-eti nh // imemini dlibb ya ///

« o o

tortoise inc eat lion the children of-tortoise are
/// i geni ni dlibb // &libo toru dhou bha adhu ///

•  ft o O O ft ft

they look cpl tortoise tortoise blink take them eye
’As tortoise was eating the lion, his children were there.
Whenever they looked at tortoise, he snubbed them.’ CZ077

b. If the referent is a noun which is not marked for number, i.e. is 
common, the pronoun is 3rd person and singular or plural according to the 
semantic meaning.

Common referents ilcpilama 'snail'.Singular pronoun; £ .

450. I// lkpfl£un& yila za /// b tyf ni ///
t o

snail stand stay he shout cpl 
'Snail stopped. He shouted.’ EKO36

Common referent; ikpilama ’snail’. Plural pronouns i, -

451* I/I a wela ga ikpilama syimu nu o /// i nyoni bhue ni ///
o 0 0

one say sp snail push cpl indeed they put keep cpl
’They said that it was the snails who had pushed it. They kept 
at it,1 HL130
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c. If the referent is a pronoun and a noun, the following pronoun 
is plural and of the same person as the preceding pronoun.
Examples a
452. /// mi nah 6gidh£ eni yaia // ...

*  ^

1st sg. 1st pi.
I and name we paddle 

’(When) Ogidi and I paddled (the canoe) ... ’ AT114

453* III bhu nha hn£ wo bha yi omu me ///
0 0 *  O O

2nd sg. 2nd pi.
you and wife your you come house my

’You and your wife came to my house’ E

454. //I oki naa avuramu na kwa // £ na bidha ta ///
4  0  *  0

3rd sg. 3**d pi.
he and woman the start they inc walk go

’He and the woman set off’ DAQ32

d. If the referent is two pronouns, the following pronoun is 
plural and the person is as followsg

Referent Pronoun Example
Including 1st person 1st 455
Including 2nd but not 1st 2nd 45&
3rd person only 3̂ <i 457

455 c //I mi nhh ibha enx si du enu //
o  0 0 0 0

1st sg. 2nd sg. 1st pi.
I and you we will buy price

'You and I will bargain over the price’ E
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456. // bhu naa el bha ta //
•  *

2nd sg. 3rd sg, 2nd pi, 
you and him you go

'You and he go’ E

457- //// bid naa el kwa // 1 nb, ta ///
t o  o

3rd sg. 3rd sg. 3rd pi.
he and him start they inc go

'He set off with him* DE043
Notes The occurrence of a pronoun immediately following a 
'double' subject is not obligatory (examples 454) 457)*

10.4* The Humeral
The numeral functions as head of the simple HP type 3 (section 

8,2.3) and as an attributive element of the simple NP type 1 following 
the head (section 8.2.1.1). The numeral is distinguished from the noun 
since it may occur following the adjective in the HP, whereas apart from 
the special case described on page 152, the noun does not. Also when
the numeral is functioning as head of the HP it may be followed by only
a limited range of attributive elements (section 8.2.3)°

The class comprises the followings
avu0 ' one' IvA ' two'

\  Vesaa
0

'three' inil 'four'
lsyoni 1 five1 enyfsb,

0
' six'

isyovb, 'seven' enumani
0

'eight
avumb !nine’ lgbel ' ten'
ivu0 'a number of 

' some'

^mo ^syova 'seven children'
7

eseni lva
2

two fish'
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Following htbmu ’person’ and hdhb ’day’ numerals with initial  _ »
i- have an allomorph with initial e- .
Examples g

htbmh. eva ’two people’ htbmh esyoni ’five people’
hdhb evu 1 some days ’ adhb egbbl ’ ten days ’
c o  •

Numbers above ten involve nouns as well as numerals. They are 
described here for the sake of convenience,
Numbers above ten

These are derived from units of 20, 200 or 400 together with 
numerals by either addition, or multiplication, or a combination of both, 
or subtraction. The units of 20, 200 and 400 are nouns and precede the 
noun in question, (The two nouns together function as a complex head 
of the NP - section 8.2,1.3*)
Examples g

fyei eseni ’20 fish' ugbei imb ’200 children’
20 200

The full list of units used as the base for higher numbers is given 
below, followed by a description of how the intermediate numbers are 
formed.

< \ ̂lyei ro o OVUclft ’40
osaa ’60’ unii oGO

usyoni '100; osumasb• '120
usyova ’140’ onumbni» 1160
ugbei ’200' asyi o o

Where a number involves addition an additive construct (section 
8,2.1.2) is used.
Example g xyei [ n&& esah] ’23’

Nn AddCon
20 and 3
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Where a number involves subtraction it has the structure of a 
clauses NPs VP AP, but it functions as a noun, i.e. as subject or 
object of a clause, and thus is analysed as a compound noun type 6 

(clause-based compound - page 199)-
Example g / bnumbni / mo / n* ugbbi / '192'

*

NPs VP AP
8 is~not in 200

Numbers 11-19 - These are formed by addition using lgbbi ’10’ as the 
base and adding numerals 1-9 •
Examples s fgbei naa iva ’12’

10 and 2

lgbei nha isyileni inii 114 shillings1

10 and shilling 4

Numbers 20-179* These are formed by addition using units of twenty and 
adding numbers 1-19*
Examples g usyova naa Iva ' 142'

140 and 2

oshb, naa £gbei naa edhyb, enhm&ni '78 yams'
a * a

60 and 10 and yam 8

Numbers 180-199* These are formed by subtraction from ugbei *200*.
Examples iyef mo n'ugbei '180'

20 is-not in 200

Numbers 200-799* These are formed by addition using ugbei '200' or
asyl '400' as the base.

asyi naa usyoni nah iva * 5021

400 and 100 and 2
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lumbers from 800 onwards. These numbers are formed by multiplication in 
units of 4-00 and then addition.
Example a asyl fva nhh ugbei edel ’1,000 people1

400 x 2 and 200 person
Ordinal numbers

Except for ’first’, ordinal numbers require the noun bdunemu 
(or odunesemu) ’order’ ’occasion’ as either the first or second element 
of a complex head together with the appropriate numeral.
Examples? aki ddbnesemu inli ’fourth pot’

*

pot order 4

odunemu -utbmh ev& ’second person’
order head 2

The first ordinal requires the nouns osyfna ’appearing' and 
adhh ’front’ which together constitute the second element of a complex

amo osyina ddhb. ’first child’
«  *  e

child of-appearing of-front

oko osyrna ddhu ’first canoe’
*  o  *

Distributive Humbers
These employ an AP type 5 (section 9*5)*

10.5. The Demonstrative
The demonstrative functions as the head of the simple NP type 3 

(section 8 .3) and as an attributive element of the simple IIP type 1 
following the head (section 8.2.1.1). It is distinguished from the 
noun since it may follow the numeral in the HP, whereas the noun does not, 
Also when the demonstrative is functioning as the head of the IIP it may 
be followed by only a limited range of attributive elements (section
8 .2.3).

head.
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The class comprises the members listed below. Some of the 
demonstratives have plural forms. For vowel harmony and concord 
between the demonstrative and the noun see section 8.2.1.1, pages 143 > 
146.

(sg.) and (pi.) Ind 1 this1
(sg.) akd (pi-) ikd ’that’
(sg.) ayo

«
(pi-) iyS (ly&)t *

’other near at hand’
bvxb ’other out of sight1
end, bna 'this kind1 (attributive only)
avu
*

’certain’ (attributive only)
Notes The demonstrative avh is distinguished from the numeral avfrp | +__
’one' since it may occur following a numeral (example 459)*
Tone Patterns of Demonstratives

Some demonstratives have different tone patterns depending on 
their function. Y/hen functioning as head, they have the tone pattern 
given above. When functioning as an attributive, the following have 
the tone pattern LLs

ano 'this* ina ’ these'| aka ’that1 ika ’those1
* o *

ayo (sg.) iyo (pi.) 'other1
* »

Because there is a high juncture between the demonstrative and 
the previous word (page 143)» the initial tone of the demonstrative is 
a HL glide.

458. dn&mti dyb yi 1 te nl 
Nn Bern 

animal another came to reach cpl
'Another animal arrived1 EE089
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459.

460.

mom amo
Nn

akie ena iva avu
GenCon Hum Dem 

they see hoys of-town our two certain
’They saw a certain couple of hoys from our town'

o no le ko evae
hem

he go-to again call another 
He went to call another (doctor)’

AC012

CG075

461o akie ena ena na
* -l.t._Nn Poss hem Rf
town our this the

’This town of ours’ DA062
462* Inumu avu eno a [na mi tou kyb bha] i mo

Nn Hum hem Rf RelCon
thing one this even which I will-take give you again is-not 

’There is nothing at all that I can give you’ DL102
See also examples 290, 295? 328.

10.6. The Interrogative
The interrogative functions as head of the simple HP type 4 

(section 8.2.4). It is distinguished from the noun since it does not 
occur with any attributive elements, and also since it occurs only in 
interrogative clauses. The class comprises the following memberss

xnwblbdho

iyo

’where?’ 
(not NPs)
'what?' bvo

•how many?' 

’which?’

avo

byo

' hov/? ’
(N# only)
’who? ’
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465. hhu si dhumo 6yo
0  9  O

you will marry whom 
•Whom will you marry?' CG012

464. hhu ta edho a
you wi11-go where qu

'Where will you go?' FA082

465.. iyo nyine ni n' akie h
0 9 0

what happen cpl in town qu 
'What has happened in the town?' ED043

466. eni wuru Ivo h

we will-do what qu
'What shall we do?' DK047

For further examples see 166-170, 172-175? 330-333*

10*7* The Adverb
10.7*1 Function and Structure of the Adverh

The adverh functions as the sole element of AP type 3 (section
9.2.3)* The class is very numerous. Adverbs*** are descriptive of

2"sound, colour, smell, manner, appearance, st<ate, action or intensity" .

1. Similar items are frequently termed 'ideophones* hy other linguists.
2. Cole, D.T., An Introduction to Tswana Grammar» (Capetown 1955)? P* 570.
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The adverh has a demarcative feature marking intensity. The 
intense form is marked hy reduplication once or frequently twice, or hy a 
lengthening of the final vowel heyond the length of a normal double vowel. 
The non-intense form is characterised hy an absence of lengthening or 
redupli cati on.

The lengthening or reduplica,tion is analysed as a demarcative 
feature of the word since it distinguishes adverbs from other words.
(A verb may be reduplicated once when the clause is in the secondary 
aspect - section 5*7 - tut not twice.) The feature is not analysed as 
part of the system of emphasis since the latter is restricted to 
declarative clauses (section 5*4*3) whereas the intense form of the 
adverb occurs in all types of clauses. The feature is analysed as 
demarcative of the adverb word and not of the AP since in one type (2B) 
only part and not the whole of the word is repeated. For this reason 
also, the feature is not analysed as part of the secondary aspect (section 
5.7) where a complete phrase is repeated.

This type consists of a simple root without any reduplicated 
syllables of the following CV structures? CW, CVCV, CVCVCV.
C W doo 1 quietly'

gaA 'very bright* (of sun)
yii 'sound of something heavy falling'

CVCV kperu 1 bulging *
kpuku ’of short stature*
was a 'splashl* (sound of something falling in water)

cvcvcv bilomu 'pointed in shape'
gbhrodo 'clearly visible'
wurumu 'sound of something heavy falling'



217

Type 2 Root with reduplicated syllable(s)
This type has reduplicated syllables in the root,, The non

reduplicated form does not occur•
Type 2A reduplication of one syllable
CVCV tbte ’in a tottering manner*

vuvu ’in a hurried manner*
CVCVCV bhununu ’in a ruffled state*

9

kllolo ’dripping wet*

Type 2B reduplication of two syllables. In the intense form the two 
syllables are further repeated? e.g.

Ron-intense forms kpekekpeke *in an unsteady manner*
Intense forms

kpanbkpane
likiliki

9

kwemukwemh
9

menlmeni
O 9

wolbwolo

kpekekpekekpeke
'in a furtive manner*
5of tall and slim stature’ 
'in a lively manner*
'being very sweet in taste* 
'hurriedly*
’torn to shreds’zyerrzyeri

For examples of adverbs see section 9 <>2 *3

10.7 Tone of Adverbs
There are three main tone classes with patterns which are 

manifested with adverbs of four* three or two syllables. In the chart 
on the following page all the examples used have occurred on the 
previous two pages. The gloss is not repeated for reasons of space.
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Adverb Tone Classes

Class

A

B

C

CVCVCVCV

LLLL
zyerizyeri

a

HHHH
likiliki

LLHH
wolowolo

CVCVCV

LLL
wurumu

m mniiil

bilomu

LHH
bhununu

cv(c)v
LL 

yii

HH 
doo

LH
kpuku

10*7.3, The Adverb 'tuu1

The adverb tuu ’until* 'for a long time' has a more
■I, LL0 -L,-_

restricted distribution than other adverbs. It does not occur 
sentence finally, and within the clause it is always the final 
phrase* It is analysed as an adverb rather than as a clause 
introducer in a complex sentence for the following reasons s

a. It may be followed by the sequential particle ka whereas 
the other clause introducers may not?

b* It is frequently followed by a pauses clause introducers 
are followed by a pause only when the speaker hesitates?

c. It may be lengthened or reduplicated for intensity? clause 
introducers do not have any intense form,,
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Examples s
467* /// 1 ta tuu // ka 1 na te eda bo ///* * 0they go till seq. they go-to reach river big

’They went on for a long time -until they reached a big river'
DB022

468. /// i wuru tuu // 1 wuru dhe ///
they do till they do finish

'They worked until they finished it' BM072

469. I// a tou obho ke dhou nyoni n'inhmu tuu //
0 0  o • o *

one take hand skim take put in thing till
ka o vure dhe ///
sea it end finish

'It was skimmed off by hand and put into a tin until it was 
all gone' AS014

470o I// blfbo lconikoni kpurhkpurukpuru tuu // bni blibo ...
* Q 0 9 *

tortoise fight fight struggling till wife of-tortoise 
’Tortoise struggled and struggled until his wife DF027

10,0. The Preposition
The preposition functions as an obligatory element of AP type 1 

or 4* This class has only three memberss
n' 'at' 'in' 5 tuu 'as far as' 'until' which function 

in AP type 1 (section 9*2,1, examples 368-373)•
naa 'and' 'with1 which functions in AP type 4 (section 9*2*4 

examples 386, 387)»
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 

THE IfORP ii. MINOR WORDS

11.0. Introduction
Minor words never function as the head of a phrase. They 

comprise words which function as attributive elements of the NP or of 
the VP, particles which function as syntagmatic features of a unit, and 
exclamations which function as the sole element of the marginal clause 
type 2.
11.1, The Auxiliary Verb rna’

The auxiliary verb functions as an attributive element of the VP, 
both of the simple VP and of the compound VP where it may precede any of 
the verbs. It is analysed as an auxiliary and not as a full verb 
because it never occurs as the head of a VP, It is distinguished from 
the preverbals on the basis of function, since the latter do not occur 
medially in a compound VP (section 7° 4)? or in a non-initial VP in a 
clause string (section 5*9)•

The auxiliary verb has three allomorphs: i occurs following
the verb yi ’come'? no occurs following the 3rd person singular 
pronoun functioning as head of the NPs? na occurs elsewhere. The 
vowel of no and f harmonise with the vowel quality of the following 
verb (examples 475? 476)*

The auxiliary verb denotes movement with a certain purpose. 
Together with the following verb it is similar to the English infinitive 
construction. Its occurrence is obligatory when ta Tgo? or yi 
’come1 is followed by another verb either in a compound VP (examples 475? 
475) 02? & clause string (examples 474? 476).

The verb following the auxiliary verb has special tonal 
characteristics (see page 224).



222

Examples s
471» // bhu / ma na moni h //o ___ *

NPs VP
you yet go~to not-see qu

'Have you not yet gone to see?' DB053

472. // 6 / no bisya //
NPs VP
he go-to push

'He went to push (it)1 EC036

473* // a / ta na bhinb //
NPs compound VP
one let-go to ask

'Let us go and ask' CC037

474. // odhoni ei na / ta / omu / 11a wa / §dhyomu //• . •
NPs VP NPo VP NPo

husband her the go house to look-for food
'Her husband Yfent home to look for some food' EB012
Notes This is a clause string,

475 // i / yi 1 kpolb, //
NPs compound VP
they come to gather

'They come end gather' DL030

476. // o / tou yi / dgidha 6kai / 1 bhari bhue //
• * ♦

NPs TP NPo VP
he take come waterside of-name to land keep

’He brought them to the water-side at Okaki and landed there'
BC009

Notes This is a clause string.
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11.2, The Preverbal
The preverbal functions as an attributive element of the VP 

(section 7*2). Prom the point of view of its tone (see below) it
functions as a verbal prefix, but it is analysed as a free form and not
as a prefix since its position is not fixed either in relation to other 
preverbals or to the auxiliary verb.

The preverbal class comprises the following members? 
i ’ again1
1 ’as a result’ ’then’. This does not occur in negative clauses.
le 'again'. This does not occur in negative clauses.
rna ’still’ 'yet'. This does not occur in imperative clauses.

The first three of the above preverbals harmonise with the vowel
quality of the following verb. Compare examples 477 ^ d  478, 479 a^d
480.
Tone of Preverbals

a. Preverbals i ’again', le 'again', ma ’still’
These preverbals bear the initial tone of the tone pattern of

the verb root marking the polarity, mood and tense of the clause 
(sections 5*4 - 5»6)*
Example s The future tense tone pattern is

verb root 3 syllables 2 syllables 1 syllable
tone pattern hHL IIL HL

verb only (o) me ' he will agree'
(°) dire 'he will o o o

(°) kofilb 'he will cough'
preverbal and verb (o) le me 'he will agree again

(o) le dire ’he will cook again1
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The descriptive tense tone pattern is
verb root 
tone pattern

3 syllables 
LLH

2 syllables 
LH

1 syllable 
H

verb only (o) me 'he agrees’
(o) dire ’he cooks’
(6) kbfllo ’he coughs’

preverbal and verb (o) 1& me ’he agrees again
(6) le dire ’he cooks again’

b. The preverbal i 'then' has h tone and the following verb has 
special tone characteristics as described below.
Tone of the verb following auxiliary verb 'na1 and prevei^bal [jC'

These two morphemes both have h tone and the tone of the verb 
which succeeds them is as follows?

a. In all clauses except those in the descriptive tense the final 
tone of the verb is L.
Examples s
Aorist tense? verb only (ml) kirese (HHH) 

aux. verb and verb (mi) na kiresb
preverbal and verb 
compound VP (ta * go1 )

(mi) f kirese 
(mi) ta na kirese

Positive imperatives
verb only 

aux. verb and verb
kirese (LLH) 
na kirese

fI answered*
!X went to answer’ 
’then I answered' 
'I went to answer*

'answer1’
* go and answer I ’
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b. In clauses in the descriptive tense the non-final tones(s) of 
the verb which are normally L, are H.
Descriptive tense; verb only (mi) kirbse (LLH)

aux. verb and verb (mi) na kirese
preverbal and verb (mi) i kirese
compound VP (ta ’go’) (mi) ta na kirese

Examples of preverbals
477* // 6 / le flese / adhu //

~  VP 
he again peep eye

1(When) he again had a peep*

’I answer’
’I go to answer*
* then I answer *
* I go to answer*

CB010

478. // b / le ke //ft ft *
VP

he again cut ’He cut again' CB022

479* // o / i nusu / uswei nb, //
~VP

he again smell road the 
’He again sniffed the road* EJ055

480. // o / i swei //
o  •  ft

VP
she again not-live 

’She did not live any longer’ CB031

481* // bki / na mb, fou / akibhi //ft ft
VP

he inc still smoke pipe 
’He was still smoking his pipe’

For further examples see section 7*2, examples 255-250*
CF009
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11o 3• The Postverbal
The postverbal functions as an attributive element of the VP 

(section 7*2)» The postverbal class comprises the following members a
dhe (padhe) ’finished1 ’completely’ ’thoroughly’
me ’1st person singular object’
wo ’2nd person singular object’

me and wo are naturally mutually exclusive. They may precede or
follow dhe (compare examples 482 and 486), but they follow the longer
form padhe (example 487)*

o ___
The postverbals are analysed as elements of the VP and not as 

pronouns or adverbs for the following reasonss
a. They may be followed by the completive aspect particle ni ,

whereas this particle precedes pronouns and adverbs,,
Comperes

,  *b kpei dhe me ni 'He has thoroughly washed me’
PostVb

6 kpei dhe ni ei 'He has thoroughly washed him'
Pr

o kpei dhe ni vlovib ’He has washed it very thoroughly1
Adv

b. The tone of the postverbal frequently depends on the polarity, 
mood and tense of the clause (see next page), whereas the tone of the 
other monosyllabic object pronouns and of adverbs remains constant in 
all clauses■

dhe (padhe) is analysed as a postverbal and not as a verb since
o

it never occurs as the head of a VP» The vowel of dhe, me and wo 
harmonises with the vowel quality of the preceding verb.
Examples 6 kpei dhe me 'He finished washing me'

o kpe dhe me 'I-Ie finished paying me’
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Tone of Postverbals
They bear the final tone of the tone pattern of the verb root 

marking the polarity, mood and tense of the clause (sections 5*4 *- 5*6)> 
except in descriptive clauses where me and wo have L tone-
Examples;

The future tense tone pattern is 
3 syllablesverb root 

tone pattern
verb only

hHL
(o) m§
( o) d£ r & 
(o) kofilb

verb and postverbal (o) me dhb

2 syllables 
HL

’he will agree1 
’he will cook’ 
’he will cough1

1 syllable 
HL

’he will completely agree'
(o) dire dho ) ’he will cook it thoroughly
(o) dire padhe)
(o) kpe mb

c t o

(o) geni wb
’he will pay me’
’he will look at you’

The positive imperative and descriptive tense tone pattern is
verb root 
tone pattern

3 syllables 
LLH

Positive imperative
verb and postverbal

2 syllables 
LH

mb dhe 
dlrb p&dhe

o

kpe me

1 syllable 
H

’agree to everythingL’ 
’cook it well!1 
1 pay me I1

Descriptive tense
verb and postverbal (o) me dhe 

(o) dire padhe 
(o) kpe me (L)

’he agrees completely1 
’he cooks it well’
'he pays me’

(o) genf wo (L) ’he looks at you1
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Examples of postverbals 3
482, // a / syi dhe me ni //

r f  “
they bury finish me cpl 

1 (When) they have finished burying me1

483, //mi / moni wo ni //
0  ♦  *  Q

VP~”
I see you cpl

’I have seen you'

484, // a / na te dhe / omu //  *
VP

they go-to reach all house 
’They all arrived at the house’

485* // ani dlibb / dire padhe / aki //
e a » __________  ■

VP
wife of-tortoise cook finish pot 

’Tortoise’s wife finished cooking’

486. // mi / si tou / enuma / tou ku wo dhb //
9 A A A fl o c a

VP
1 will take money take give you all

’I will give you all the money’

487, // amini / te padhe me ni //
o 0 0

“  vp"
water reach finish me cpl 

'The water came right up to me'
For further examples see section 7*2, examples 260, 261,

DP018

EA034

EE015

DF020

DB014

AT025
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11.4*
11.4*1• The Adjective as a Separate Word Class

Adjectives all have a corresponding noun formed by the addition
of the prefix o- / i- (see noun types 4A and 4B page 19&). It would 
therefore be possible to consider the noun form as the basic form. This 
would eliminate the need for a separate adjective word class, but there 
would be two serious disadvantages s

a. The nouns would not have h tone on the initial syllable as other 
nouns have when functioning as a genitive construct (section 8.2.1*3).

b. Elision rules would not be the same as for other nouns. Normally 
when two vowels come together at a word boundary the first, vowel elides,
e.g.

mat of-child my
But in the case of these nouns it would be the second vowel that elides,

separate word class.
11.4•2. Function and Structure of the Adjective

The adjective functions as an attributive element of the simple 
NP type 1 (section 8.2.1.1). There are three typess
Type 1 Simple Root

ute + omini mb = [utomini me] ’my child's mat1

e.g.
ute + obo 
mat bigness

[ utebo ] ’big mat’

For these reasons therefore, adjectives are distinguished as a

This type consists of a simple unaffixed root.
Examples s bo 'big dhih 'evil'

dh6 'old' (of condition) fai 'new*
gbe 'few' 'a little' 
vie 'good'

gberi * small'
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Type 2 Verbal Adjective
This type consists of a class A verb root with the suffix -mb . 

The suffix has two allomorphs s -amu occurs following roots ending in a 
close vowel (in CVGV and CVCVCV roots the final vowel drops before the 
suffix) 5 -mu occurs following roots ending in a non-close vowel. The 
suffix harmonises with the vowel quality of the verb root.
Examples Verb

dire
dori
fu

*

karese
tunu
wei

Adjective
diremh
doramu
fuamu
karesemh

9

tunamu
weiamh

1 cooked*
’long*
'white*
' strengthened* 
'sacrificed*
'spoken*

Type 3 Compound
This type consists of two roots which have fused. Only three 

examples have occurreds
'very small’
'very strong’
'very good*

gberi-konyi
o

ki-k&ri
vio-vre

(gb&ri
(kAri
(vie

* small')
'be strong')
good')

Juncture between ll'oun
The juncture between a noun and the following adjective is of 

three typess upstepped high (h), low (l) or neutral (N), For details 
see section 8.2*1.1 .
h junctures bo_ 'big', dho 'old', dhia 'evil', 

all type 2 adjectives
L junctures gb§ 'few*

e

IT junctures fai 'new', gbbri 'small', vib 'good'
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11•5• The Interrogative Modifier
The interrogative modifier functions as an attributive element of 

the simple HP type 4 (section 8,2.4)* The class has only one members 
vo fwhich'. For full details and examples see section 8.2.4.
11•6 , The Reinforcer

The reinforcer functions as an attributive element of the simple 
HP types 1-3 (sections 8.2.1 - 8.2.3) and of the VP (section 7*5)- The 
class comprises the following members?

a 'also1 'any'
bhbb 'for a long time1 'a long while ago'
l(5b (loukpo, loukpokpo 'only' 'any' 'whatever'

loulele)
*

na 'the one already mentioned'
nh 'in particular'
o 'indeed'

As stated in the description of the HP (section 8.2.1.1) two
reinforcers may occur in one phrase. na has occurred preceding all the
other members of the class. The only other examples of co-occurrence of
reinforcers ares lob. a (example 490) and a o (example 493.) which

0 * *both have the semantic meaning 'even'.
The juncture between reinforcers and the previous word in the HP

is of three typess upstepped high, low or neutral. For details see
section 8.2,1.1.

h junctures bhob 'for long* % nb 'the'f o 'indeed'
*

L junctures a 'also'
IT junctures lou 'only' 5 nu 'in particular'
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Examples s■ ■ ■ ' **l| j I I'HHi M

488. 6ta [ na a si zyi me ] na nu 
RelConNn RelCon rf rf

time that they will bury me the special
’the very time that I will be buried’ 3)3)018

489* owutumu na a i
Nn 
rat

mo
rf rf 
the even again is-not

'Even the rat was no longer there1 EE036

49o • akp^kldho lou a o moni
O 0 6  0

Nn rf rf
snail only even she not-see

’She did not see even just a non-edible snail’ 
Rotes The NPo is frontshifted.

FB016

491. adhe okie a o
Nn GenCon rf rf
day of-match even indeed

’even on the very day of the match’ ARO36

For further examples see NP section 8 .2.1.1 nos, 291, 293? 295? 2965 

and VP nos, 284-289•

11.7* Particles
Particles function as syntagmatic features of a unit and not as 

elements of a phrase. They have already been described in the course of 
the analysis. For the sake of completeness they are listed here with 
appropriate cross-references.
Aspect particles njt, ni 2 see verbal clause (5*4*1*3)
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Claus e-intro ducers
kana

Construct marker 
Definitive particle 
Emphatic particle

Future particles 
Negative particles

na

sa
na
ni
va

si
dhh
na

sa
Question introducer tbne 
Question terminals a, e,

Sequential particle ka

Speech particle

Vocative particle

t see complex sentence
s type 6, Anterior (4*4*6)
s type 7? Purpose (4*4*7)
s type 8, Result (4 .4*8)

type 9? Impersonal (4*4*9) 
g type 10, Unfulfilled Condition (4*4*10)
s see NP (8*2.1.5)
s see verbal clause (5*4*3f 5*6.1) 
s see verbal clause (5*4*5) 

nominal clause (6*1.5) 
s see verbal clause (5*4*1*2)
? see verbal clause (5*4*i*l)
g see verbal clause, subjunctive (5*4*1*l)

imperative (5 - 5)
% see nominal clause (6.1)
s see nominal clause, type 2C (§*2*5)

s&mus see question sentence (4*5)
9

verbal clause, type 5 (5*6)
nominal clause, type 2 (6*2)

g see discourse (5*2.1)
complex sentence types 1 and 2 

(4*4*15 4*4*2)
nominal clause (6.1.2? 6.2.2)

g see discourse (5*2.1)
complex sentence type 5 (4*4*3) 
nominal claus e (6.1.2) 

s see marginal clause, type 1 (6.3*1)

11,8. Exclamations
Exclamations function as the sole element of the marginal clause 

type 2. See section 6 .3*2 for details and examples.
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CHAPTER TWELVE 
ANALYSED TEXT

This chapter presents an analysis of one of the Engenni texts 
which forms part of the corpus of material on which the foregoing analysis 
has "been hased. The text is a traditional folk-tale. It has been chosen 
because it illustrates a wide variety of different constructions, despite 
quite a lot of repetition which is characteristic of a folk-tale.

There is a high proportion of speech material in the text. Most 
of the quotations are indirect* Direct quotations occur as followss

Sentences 11-12 * In a dialogue between pig and tortoise, pig’s speech 
is direct and tortoise’s speech is indirect (see section 3*3*2, page 4l)* 

Sentences 31-48 . Almost all quotations are direct as this is the 
climax of the story (see page 40).

The text does not have the customary introduction or conclusion 
of a folk-tale (section 3*l) since there was no audience present at the 
time that it was recorded.

The first half of the text is analysed at all ranks? the second 
half (starting with sentence 26) at clause and sentence rank only. In 
the first half the text is set out as followss
line 1 The text with phrase and clause boundaries. Phrase boundaries

are shown by a single line / , clause boundaries by a double line 
// . Clause boundaries are marked only within the sentence. 
Elsewhere clause and sentence boundaries coincide.

line 2 A word-for-word English translation.
line 3 Details of the class and, where relevant, the subclass and/or

type of each word.
*line 4 Details of any ranlcshifted units functioning at phrase rank.

(Two lines if necessary.)
line 5 Details of the class and, where relevant, the subclass and/or

type of each phrase. Phrase and clause boundaries are
repeated on this line.
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line 6 Analysis of the clause giving its type and also the demarcative 
features as these are frequently relevant to the analysis of 
the sentenceo

*line 7 Details of any rankshifted sentences functioning at clause rank,
line 8 Details of the type and, where relevant, the subtype of the 

sentence,
*Lines 4 and 7 are omitted when not relevant. Underlining is 

used to show the extent of rankshifted units. Capital letters are used 
for line 8 ,

In the second half of the text lines 3-5 are omitted. Bank- 
shifted clauses are enclosed in square braokets.

To save congestion in the analysis, the favourite class/type of 
each unit is not described in full. Therefore unless otherwise stated; 
Nouns are of class A (General) and type 1 (Simple) 5
Verbs are of class A?
The NP is simple and of type 1 (noun as Head) 5

The VP is of class A ?
The nominal clause is of type 1 (Declarative) 5
The verbal clause or verbal clause string is of type 1 (Declarative), 
positive, indicative, in the aorist tense, and with neutral primary and 
secondary aspect.

The chapter ends with a free translation of the text followed by 
a full list of abbreviations used in the analysis together with others 
used in earlier chapters, When a sequence of abbreviations is used they 
are to be understood as follows s

Adjs2 Adjective of type 2
NPss2 Nominal phrase of type 2 functioning as subject
NomCls2C Nominal clause of type 2 subtype C

Single capital letters e,g. A, B, refer to the class of the unit, and 
numerals e,g. 1, 2, to the type of the unit, A capital letter following 
a numeral e.g. 2C, refers to the subtype of the unit.
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1. S.lfbo / ana 6yh,
•  *

tortoise one of-laziness 
Nn Nn Nn

GenCon
NP / NP 

NomCls2 
SIMPLE SENTENCE

2. opilopo / ka edei kunamu ukwo.
pig seq person making farm

Nn g 2 c part Nn Ad.j g 2 ..J n
GerunCon

HP / HPs5
NomCls2 

SIMPLE SENTENCE

5 * ka o / I kunu bhue 
seq he so make keep
part Pr PreVb TrTb TrTb

NPsi2 / VPcomp 
TbCl 

SIMPLE SENTENCE

/ ukwo aka naA
farm of-corn and 
Nn Nn Prep

Nn AddCon
GenCon 

/ NPo

edhya,
<>

yam
Nn

ka ebhbru / I yi / aki e anamu.Q *
seq famine then come town of-animal
part Nn PreVb STrVb

NPs / VP
TbCl

Nn

NPo

Nn
GenCon

SIMPLE SENTENCE
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5. ka inumu
sea thing 
part Nn

o / mo . 
it is-not 
Pr TbsB 
NPs / VPtB 
YbClsneg 

SIMPLE SEME

6. ka Al£bo / i vio / omini ei / ta //
seq tortoise so send child his go
part Nn PreYb TrTb Nn Pr STrVb

NPs / VP / NPo / VP //
TbCl string

ga opilopo / kye / i / aka gb§ naa edhya gbd //
«  O o  O * 9

so-that pig should-give him corn little and yam little
part Nns2 DitrsVb Pr Nn Adjsl Prep Nn Ad.j s 1

NPs / VP / NPo1/ NPo2
    __  TbCl s sub , j _________ _ _______ ______

rs Sentences 2 cont. on next line
ka oki / si kpe / n l udhe. 
seq he will pay on next-day 
part Pr part DitrVb Prep Nn 

NPs* 2 / VP / APil
TbCls f u t   ____
rs Sentence cont= from line above 

COMPLEX SENTENCE* 7 (Purpose)
Notes Occurrence of the reflexive form ’oki1 as the jh-’d person 
singular pronoun shows that the final clause is dependent upon 
the particle ga (section 10.5»2)«

avu a na Alibb nAA imemini bi si dh£A
•  O .

one even which tor. and children his will eat
Num rf part Nn Prep Nn g 5___Pr part TrTb

RelCon
NPs extsi cont. on next line
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7. ka opilopo / x bhue-enia / kye / x / akh n hb edhya nh<
• » *

seq pig so then give him corn and yam the
part Nns2 PreVb TrVb-NnsB DitrVb Pr Nn Prep Nn rf

HPs / VP / APt2 / VP /HPo1 / HPo2

VbGl string
SIMPLE SENTENCE

8 * ka o / te / ucliie //
seq it reach next-day 
part Pr STrVb Nn 
NPs s2 / VP / HPo //

VbCl§des

ka opilopo / £ ta // ga alibo / kpe / I / enuma I
• a a ci e a

seq pig so go that tortoise should- him money his
pay

part Nils2 PreVb STrVb part Nn DitrVb Pr Nn Pr
HPs / VP // NPs / VP / HPo1/ HPo2

V~b01_______________________ VbOltBub.l______________
rs Sentences 7 (Purpose)

COMPLEX SENTENCE* 1 (Sequential)
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9- ka o / tA na te // ka Alfbo / £ gu kye / i //
*  «

seq he *go to reach seq tortoise so promise give him
part Pr STrVb Aux STrVb part Nn PreVh STrVb DitrVb Pr
NPss2 / VPoomp // EPs / VPcomp / NPo //

VbCls d e s _____________   ____V b C I _
rs Sentences 1 (Sequential)

ga b / te ni / udhe // ga o / le t£u
0  O

sp it reach cpl next-day sp he again should-go
part Pr STrVb part Nn part Pr PreVb STrVb
HPs 12 / VP / HPo // HPss2 / VP
   VbCI3cpl________  VbClgsub.j

rs Sentences 1 (Sequential)
COMPLEX SENTENCEs 3A (Report)

10* ka o / te / udhb // opilopo / t h na te //
seq it reach next-day pig go to reach
part Pr STrVb Nn Nn STrVb Aux STrVb
NPs s 2 / VP / HPo // HPs / VPoomp //

  VbClsdes _ ____________ VbCIsdes _
rs Sentence; 1 (Sequential)

ka alibo / vye // ga ache I / wu nu*
a  •  o  *

seq tortoise cry sp relative his die cpl
part Nn IntrVb part Nn Pr IntrVb part 

HPs / VP // HPs / VP
_______ VbCI_______________  VbClscpl
rs Sentence cont*
COMPLEX SENTENCES 3A (Hoport)
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11, ka opilopo / £ wo kye / 1 // ga kab // nh vy§.
seq. pig so say give him sp sorry do-not cry
part Nns2 PreTb IntrVb DitrVb Pr part excl part IntrVb

HPs / VPcomp /NPo // // VP
VbCI MarCl VbClsneg imp

COMPLEX SENTENCE? 3A (Report)
Notes Change to direct quotation in the speech material is shown 
by the occurrence of the imperative clause.

12, o / te ni / udhb // ka mi / na yia //
it reach cpl next-day seq I inc come
Pr STrVb part Nn part Pr part STrVb
HPs g 2/ VP / NPo // NPss2 / VP //
______ VbCIscpl____ r ___ _ VbClsdes inc

rs Sentences 1 (Sequential)

ka bhu / kpe me / osd nh 6 ,
9  9 * 0

seq you pay me due the indeed
part Pr DitrVb PostVb Nn rf rf

HPs *2 / VP / HPo
VbCI

COMPLEX SENTENCES 2 (Co-ordinate)
Notes Continuation of direct quotation is shown by the occurrence 
of the 1st person pronoun,

13 * alfbo / me •
o

tortoise agree
Nn IntrVb

NPs / VP 
VbCI 

SIMPLE SENTENCE
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14. ka o / te / ow-awlfe // opilopo / t̂ . nd te //
*

seq it reach next-morning pig go to reach
part Pr STrVb Nns5 Nn s 2 STrVb Aux STrVb
NPs 3 2 / VP / NPo // NPs / VPoomp //

VbClsdes VbClsdes

ka Allbo / bidha ni *
•  o

seq tortoise travel cpl 
part Nn STrVb part 

NPs / VP 
VbCIscpl

COMPLEX SENTENCE8 1 (Sequential)

15* ka b / i bhinb // ga tenb blfbb .
seq he so ask sp where-is tortoise
part Pr PreVb STrVb part Q,ulnt Nn
NPs * 2 / VP // NP

VbCI NomCls2C
COMPLEX SENTENCES 3k (Report)

16. ka imemini alibo / wei // ga blibo / na bldha.
*  o  e

seq children of-tortoise say sp tortoise inc travel 
part Nn?3 Nh IntrVb part Nn part STrVb

GenCon
NPs / VP // NPs / VP

VbCI VbClsdes inc
COMPLEX SENTENCES 3k (Report)

17. blxbo / ta ni / ekya j ya .
*  4  •

tortoise go cpl foreign-place is 
Nn STrVb part Nn VbsB 
NPs / VP / NPo / VP

VbCI string
SIMPLE SENTENCE
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18. ka opilopo / £ pb // o / no gbe.
*

seq pig so leave he inc go-home
part N m 2  PreVb IntrVb Pr part STrVb

NPs / TP //NPss2/ VP
VbCI VbCI8 des inc

COMPLEX SENMSCEs 5 (immediate Action)

19. o / te / ow-awie // ka &.li"bo / girl dhuu / ekya na / yia //
*  O *

it reach next-morning seq tor. return follow foreign the come
place

Pr STrVb Bi3 5 part Nn IntrVb STrVb Nn rf STrVb
NPs 8 2/ VP / NPo // NPs / VPoomp / NPo / VP //
  VbClsdes VbCI stringides _________________ _

rs Sentences 1 (Sequential) cont. on next line

ka b / f bhue-enia / wo kye / omini bl //
seq he so then say give child his
part Pr PreVb STrVb-Nns3 IntrVb MtrVb Nns3 Pr 
NPs / VP / AP / VPoomp / HPo //

_____ ___ VbCI string __ ___________________ _______ __
rs Sentence cont, from line above

ga opilopb / yi ni / n ’ udhe // ga o / si vye / syinhmu.
*  C O

sp pig come cpl on next-day sp he will cry very-much
part Nn STrVb part Prep Nn part Pr part IntrVb Advil

NPs / VP / AP*1 // NPs s 2 / VP / APsJ
VbCIscpl VbClsfut

rs Sentences 1 (Sequential)
COMPLEX SENTENCES 3A (Report)
Notes This complex sentence consists of two rankshifted sentences, 
the first of which has three clauses and the second two clauses.
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20. 6 / si tukpa kye / i .
«  *

he will scold give him
Pr part IntrVb DitrVb Pr
HPsi2/ VPoomp / NPoi2

VbCIifut 
SIMPLE SENTENCE

21. o / si wei& // ga o / wuru
he will say sp it do
Pr part IntrVb part Pr TrVb
HPss2/ VP // HPss2 / VP

VbCIifut VbClsdes_______

na okf / kpe / i / osa .
e © o  »

that he not-pay him debt
part Pr DitrVb Pr Nn

HPsi2 / VP / HPoV HPo2
 __________ TbCl_m e g ____________

rs Sentence s 9
COMPLEX SENTENCEt 3A (Report)

22. o / si vuma lcaresb .
♦  Q #  •

he will vex make-strong 
Pr part IntrVb STrVb

NPs; 2/ VPcomp
VbClsfut

SIMPLE SENTENCE

/ ivo //
how 
Int 

/ HPo //
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23- ka b / ri£ ni / on£A jf ka omini ex / kirese /
• • *

seq. it pass cpl thus seq. ’ child his should-
turn

Part Pr TrTb part BnsB part Nn?3 Pr STrVb
HPss2 / VP / NPo // HPs / VP
 ________ TbCl 5cpl____________    VbCI strings subtj

rs Sentences 1
ka o / tou / aka / nyoni //

o  o  «

seq, he should-take corn put
part Pr TrVb Bn TrVb
HPs s2 / VP / HPo / VP //

VbCI stringssubj
ka 6 / za gbe / n 5§gilb na opilopo si yfa

o «

seq he stay grind at time that pig will come
part Pr STrVb TrVb Prep Bn part Nns2 part STrVb

RelCon
BPs?2 / VPcomp / AP

VbCIssubj 
COMPIiEX SENTENCE? 2 (Co-ordinate)

24. ka opilopo / yi f te nl // ka 6 / moni moni /
• * 0

seq pig come to reach cpl seq he not-see not-see
part tins2 STrVb Aux STrVb part part Pr TrVb TrVb

HPs / VPoomp // HPs s2/ VP /
VbCI?cpl VbClsneg rep

COMPLEX SENTENCE; 1 (Sequential)

25. ka omini ei / wei // ga bkl / bidha ya .
•  «

seq child his should-say sp he travel is
part Nn?3 P*1 IntrVb part Pr STrVb VbsB

HPs / VP // HPs; 2 / VPoomp ;B
VbCIssub j VbCI

COMPLEX SENTENCES 5A (Roport)

' i / lal//
him turn

over
Pr TrVb
HPos2/ VP//

n&.
the
rf

el -9
him
Pr

RPo?2
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2 6„ Mhe bhue-enia kirese wii //
•  «

day then repeat dawn
VbClsdes

ka opilopo i kwS. // 6 no ta .
O A •

seq pig so start he inc go
  VbCI_______   VbClsdes inc

rs Sentence s 5 
COMPLEX SENTENCE* 1 (Sequential)

27. opilopo t& na te //
pig go to reach

VbClsdes
ka omini dlibo wuru nu idhiana [blibo wo kye i] nb,.

o *

seq child of-tortoise do cpl how tortoise say give him the
VbCIscpl

COMPLEX SEfTKCE* 1 (Sequential)

28. o tou ni aka tou sise nyoni bhue ni n'ogbo dlibb //
he take cpl corn take place put keep cpl on back of-tor.

VbCI stringscpl
ka o nb za gbe.

• * i

seq he inc stay grind 
VbClsdes inc 

COMPLEX SENTENCE! 2 (Co-ordinate)

29. ka opilopo 1 thine // ga tfene hlihb ,
0

seq pig so ask sp where tortoise
VbCI JtfomCls2C

COMPLEX SENTENCE! (Report)
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30. omini Alibb wei // ga Alibo nb bldha .
*  *  *

child of-tortoise say sp tortoise inc travel
VbCI VbClsdes inc

COMPLEX SENTENCES 3A (Report)

31. ka o i bhue-enia bhb // Alibb Ana ojh.
•  ©

seq he so then scold tortoise one of -laziness
VbCI NomClslB

COMPLEX SEMTENCEs 3A (Report)

32. Inumu dvu a o moni wuru .
•  ©

thing one any he not-ahle do
VbCImeg (NPo is frontshifted)

SIMPLE SENTENCE
33. alibo 1 kpe me osa me.

• 4 g 9 o o

tortoise will pay me due my
VbClsfut 

SIMPLE SENTENCE
Notes Change to direct quotation in speech material shown by the 
occurrence of 1st person forms.

34. o ta hdho n ’inyd.
■

he go where on today 
VbCI sinter nfut 

SIMPLE SENTENCE

35. ka o no bo en£a // ka 6 1 bhue-enia swai dhou ugyb
4  ©

seq he inc see 1th thus the seq he so then carry take stone 
VbClsdes inc VbCI String (cont. on next line)

[na omini dlfbo nh, tbu gbe aka] n& tou su tuval.
*  *  *  © G o

which child of-tor. inc take grind corn the take throw lose 
(NPo includes RelCon)

COMPLEX SEHTEECEt 1 (Sequential)
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36. ka al£bo 'bhue-enia bhaa dhuu esyimu yi
seq tortoise then return follow back come

VbCI (cont. on next line)
[na a tuvai dhe i nh],

»  •  4

which they lose finish him the 
(RelCon attributive to esyimu. 
follows its antecedent.)
SIMPLE SEHTERCE

The RelCon usually immediately

37* 6 yl £ te // ka o £
he come to reach seq he so
VbCl sdes   ___  _  VbCI

rs Sentence si
m£ si 
I will

kpe

bhue-enia
then

wo osa wo n'inya.
Q a

pay you due you on today 
VbClsfut 

COMPLEX SmsmCBs 3A (Report)

wei // 
say

38, enyi
yes 
MarCl*2
SIMPLE SENTENCE

39* nie adh£dhe
o o

I richman 
RomClslB 
SIMPLE SERTERCE

40. mi tou ni enuma me tou dyi bhue ni n ’uvomu ugyo,
6 9 O O 0

I take cpl money my take store keep cpl in inside stone
VbCI Stringscpl

SIMPLE SERTSRCE
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41. b bhue-enfa bhine omini
he then ask child

TbCl
COMPLEX SEHTETTCEs 3A (Report)

el // ga tbne ugyo
his sp where stone 

NomCl.*2C

42. o 1 wei // ga opilopo nb, vuma
o

he so say sp pig ino vex
TbCl VbClsdes inc

COMPLEX SEKTEHCE1 3A (Report)

43- o no thkpb. ku wb.
he inc upbraid give yoii 

VbClsdes inc 
SIMPLE SENTENCE

44* ka b £ pa dhou ugyo na tou su tuvai □0 0  0 0 * 0
seq. he then lift take stone the take throw lose

VbCI String 
SIMPLE! SENTENCE

45. hlxbo tyJL // bki wu nu.
*  o

tortoise shout he die opl 
VbCI VbCIscpl

COMPLEX SENTENCES 3A (Report)

46. opilopo. 
pig 

MarCls1
SIMPLE SENTENCE

47* na wa syie me ugyo mb,
right! go-to search bring me stone the 

TbCl strings imp 
SIMPLE SENTENCE

n&.
the
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48» bsyib. ka bsyl [ na mi dyi bhue ni enuma
place seq place which I store keep cpl money

NomClslB (RelCon as attributive of 2nd NP)
SIMPLE sentence

49* ka opilopb i lcwb, // o no t& na wb*
*  *  *

seq pig so start he inc go to search
TbCl VbClsdes inc

COMPLEX SENTENCES 10 (immediate Action)

50. o wa 'ugyo na.
o

he search stone the 
VbCI 

SIMPLE SENTENCE

51. o i moni.
o o  o

he again not-see 
VbClsneg 

SIMPLE SENTENCE

52. o wa wa ilgyo na
*

he search search stone the 
VbClsrep 

SIMPLE SENTENCE

55. o i moni.
e *  c

he again not-see 
VbClsneg 

SIMPLE SENTENCE

mb ].
e

my
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54* opilopo kwa // o nb ta na ko egwe omu el //
o  «  o  «

pig start he inc go to call people of-house his
VbCl  _ _____  TbClsdes inc __ ____

£ yi i dhuu ei w£w
they should- to follow him search 

come
 VbCl s sub tj ____

rs Sentence s 7 
COMPLEX SENTENCE* 5 (immediate Action)

55 • i iici wa na //
*

they inc search the 
TbClsdes inc

ka biibo nbA omini el ya n r ^sylmh //I n& zk
6 ft

seq tortoise and child his are at back they inc stay
VbCl TbClsdes inc

rs Sentence s 5 
COMPLEX SENTENCE? 1 (Sequential)

56. x na zh, gbei opilopo.
e «

they inc stay laugh pig 
TbClsdes inc 

SIMPLE SBMSHffCE

57* atye edel geni edbl // i nk gbbl bhue0
O D p  p

each person look person they inc laugh keep
TbCl VbClsdes inc

COMPLEX SENTENCE? 5 (immediate action)

58. ka bsh Alfbo na nJia opilopo na x dhuu esyiaft 0 "
seq debt of-tor„ the and pig the so follow there

TbCl
SIMPLE SENTENCE

gbeia>
9

laugh

ril.
*

pass
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59* ka S.libo £ wei // ga opilop6 tu-va£ ni enuma x.
• o O « t b

seq. tortoise so say that pig lose cpl money his
VbCl VbClsopl

COMPLEX SENTENCE: 3A (Speech)

60. o dhuu enia yiS. // okl a i kpe opilopo osa 1.
• * Q •

it follow thus come he too so not-Pay pig due his
VbClsref WbClsneg

COMPLEX SENTENCEs 1 (Sequential)

Free Translation
The numbers of the corresponding sentences in the text are given 

in parentheses at the beginning of each sentence.
(l) Tortoise was a lazy persons (2) pig was a farmer. (5) Pig 

had made a farm of corn and yam, (4) Then famine came to the animals' 
town. (5) There was nothing for tortoise and his children to eat.
(6) So tortoise sent his child in order that pig should give him a little 
corn and a little yam and he would pay the next day. (7) Pig then gave 
him the corn and yam. (8) When the next day came, pig went with the 
intention that tortoise should pay him his money. (9) When he arrived, 
tortoise persuaded him to come again the following day.

(10) The next day when pig arrived, tortoise cried that a relative 
of his had died. (ll) So pig said to him, "I'm sorry, don't cry. (12) I 
will come tomorrow and you can pay me your debt". (13) Tortoise agreed.

(14) The next morning when pig arrived, tortoise had travelled. 
(15) So pig asked where tortoise was. (X6) Tortoise's children said 
that tortoise was travelling. (17) He was away in foreign parts.
(18) So pig set off for home.
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(19) The next morning when tortoise returned from foreign parts, 
he told his child that when pig came the next day, he would create a big 
scene. (20) He would scold him. (21) He would ask why he (tortoise)
wouldn't pay him what was owing. (22) He would rant a lot, (25) Be
cause of this 9 his child should turn him over and put corn on him and 
should be grinding at the time that pig would come. (24) When pig came 
he would not see him at all. (25) His child should say that he (tortoise) 
was travelling.

(26) V/hen day dawned pig set off. (27) When he arrived, 
tortoise’s child had done what tortoise told him. (28) He had taken some 
corn and put it on tortoise's back and was grinding. (29) Then pig asked 
where tortoise was. (30) Tortoise’s child said that tortoise was 
travelling, (31) Pig then scolded, saying, "Tortoise is a lazybones.
(32) There is nothing he can do. (33) Tortoise will pay me what he owes 
me. (34) Where did he go today?" (35) As he was scolding like this, he 
picked up the stone on which tortoise's child was grinding the corn and 
threw it away,

(36) Tortoise came back from behind where he had been thrown away,
(37) When he came he said, "I will pay you what I owe today, (38) Tes,
I will, (39) I’m a rich man. (40) I have taken my money .and kept it 
inside a stone." (4l) Then he asked his child where the stone was,
(42) The child said, "Pig was angry. (43) He was scolding you. (44)
Then he picked up the stone and threw it away." (45) Tortoise shouted
that he was ruined, (46) "Pigl (47) Hoy/ then, go and look for my
stone and bring it to me. (48) That is where I have kept my money."

(49) 80 pig sot off to go and look. (50) He looked for the 
stone, (51) but he didn't find it again. (52) He looked and looked for 
the stone, (53) but he didn't find it again. (54) Big set off to go and 
call his family to come and search with him. (55) As they were searching, 
tortoise and his child were in the background laughing. (56) They were 
laughing at pig. (57) They looked at each other and kept laughing.
(58) So pig's end tortoise's debts Y/ere equalised. (59) Tortoise said 
that pig had thrown away his money. (60) Therefore he wouldn’t any more 
pay pig what he owed him.



255

ABBREVIATIONS

The following list includes all the abbreviations used in the 
analysis of the preceding text together with others used in earlier 
chapters *

AddCon Additive construct
Adj Adjective
Adv Adverb
aor Aorist tense
AP Adverbial phrase
Aux Auxiliary verb
cpl Completive aspect
decl Declarative
def Definitive particle
Bern Demons trati ve
des Descriptive tense
DitrVb Ditransitive verb
emp Emphatic particle
excl Exclamation
fut Future tense
GenCon Genitive construct
GerunCon Gerundive construct
imp Imperative
inc Incompletive aspect
ind Indicative
Int Interrogative
inter Interrogative clause
IntMod Interrogative modifier
inten Intensive secondary aspect
IntrVb Intransitive verb
LocCon Locative construct
Mar Cl Marginal clause
neg Negative



nfut Non-future
NomCl Nominal clause
Nn Noun
NP Nominal phrase
NPext Extended nominal phrase
NPo Nominal phrase object
Hum Numeral
part Particle
pos Positive
Poss Possessive
PostVb Postverbal
Pr Pronoun
Prep Preposition
PreVb Preverbal
Quint Question introducer
QuTer Question terminal
ref Heferential tense
rep Repetitive secondary aspect
rf Heinforcer
He1Con Relative construct
rs Rankshifted
subj Subjunctive
Sen Sentence
STrVb Semi-transitive verb
TrVb Transitive verb
Vb Verb
VbAdj Verbal adjective
VbCl Verbal clanse
VP Verbal phrase
VPoomp Compound verbal phrase
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INDEX
This index does not claim to he exhaustive hut to give references 

to the principal occurrences of each item.

Additive construct,
Adjective,
Adverh,
Adverbial noun,
Adverbial phrase,
Aorist tense,
Aspect,
Automatic upstep,
Auxiliary verb.
Clause,
Clause string,
Completive aspect.
Complex head of NP,
Gomplex sentence,
Compound adjective,
Compound noun,
Compound verb,
Compound verbal phrase,
Concord,
between noun and demonstrative, 
between noun and pronoun, 

Construct,
Declarative clause,
Nominal
Verbal

Declarative clause string, 
Demarcative features, 
Demonstrative,
Dependent clause,

148-9, 155, 210.
141, 144, 152, 229-250.
171, 215-9.
170, 192-5.
168-74*
50, 51, 55, 84? 87.
see Primary aspect, Secondary aspect, 
see Upstep.
110, 112, 150, 155? 221-2.
76-127.
109-13.
51, 87, 91, 110, 155.
149-53.
48-68.
250.
197.
184.
155-6.

146.
206-9.
13 0

120-4.
78-108.
114-5*
12, 77.
141, 143? 146, 157? 166, 212-4- 
76, 78.
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Derivational suffix, 
Descriptive tense,
Direct speech quotation, 
Discourse,
Distributive aspect,
Ditransitive verb,
Elision,
Emphasis,
Exclamation,
Extended NP,
Frontshifting of object, 
Future tense,
Genitive construct,
Gerundive construct,
Habitual aspect,
Imperative clause,
Imperative clause string, 
Impersonal construction, 
Incompletive aspect, 
Independent clause,
Indirect speech quotation, 
Interrogative 
Intensive aspect, 
Interrogative clause,
Nominal
Verbal

Interrogative clause string, 
Interrogative NP,
Intonation,
Final,
Interrogative,
Negative,
Question,

185-4.
55, 50s 51, 85* 136, 
37-42,
55. 
101,
181.
26-9, 76, 122,
89-92, 123,
127, 233.
162-6.
92.
51, 55, 64, 83, 87, 186.
149-153, 166,
159.
99.
92-4°
.113, 117°
66,
51, 62, 87, 110.
76, 78, 120, 126,
37-42.
158, 214-5.
99.

124-7°
94-8,
113, 118.
158, 
21, 260 
44°
95°
80.
69 °



258

Intransitive verb.
Juncture,

of clauses in the string, 
of elements in the AP? 
of elements in the NP, 
of phrases in the clause, 
of words in general, 

Locative construct,
Major word,
Marginal clause,
Minor word,
Modifier,
Mood,
Negative,
Negative imperative, 
Negative indicative, 
Negative subjunctive, 
Neutral primary aspect, 
Neutral secondary aspect, 
Nominal clause,
Nominal phrase,
Noun,
Number,
Numeral,
Particle,
Person,
Phrase,
Polarity,
Positive imperative, 
Positive indicative. 
Positive subjunctive. 
Positive intonation, 
Possessive,
Postverbal,

176.

112.
168.
145-6,
104-9, 122.
26-9.
149*
176.
126,
221.
141.
80, 109.
80, 90, 91, 120.
94? 186.
50, 51? 81.
82, 186.
87? 110.
98.
48-50, 120-7*
140-66.
189- 201.

77? 206.
141, 145, 157, 164? 209-12. 
15-4? 29, 252-5.
57-40, 77, 204-6.
129-174.
80, 109.
92.
85.
82, 186,
80.
141-5? 205.
150, 152, 155? 226-8 .
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Preposition,
Preverbal,
Primary aspect,
Pronoun,
Question sentence,
Rankshifting, 

rankshifted AP, 
rankshifted clause, 
rankshifted UP, 
rankshifted sentence, 

Reduplication,
Referential tense,
Reinforcer,
Relational features,
Relative construct.
Repetitive aspect,
Secondary aspect,
Semi-indirect speech quotation, 
Semi-transitive verb,
Sentence,
Speech verb,
Stative compound VP,
Subjunctive,
Syntagmatic features,
Tense,
Tone,
Transitive verb,
IJpstep,
Verb,
Verbal adjective.
Verbal clause,
Verbal clause string,
Verbal phrase,
Vocative,
Vowel harmony,

168, 172, 219.
110, 150, 152, 153, 223-5.
87-
37, 155-7, 202-9.
68-71.
12-3.
148-9.
76, 147, 161.
149, 168, 172.
45, 71-4, 147.
98, 165, 175.
35, 50, 86, 87, 147, 1860
137, 141, 145, 146, 155, 164, 231-2 .
12.
147, 154, 159.
100.
98, 109, 110.
57-42.
177.
34-6, 44-74.
59, 57.
155.
38, 64, see also positive, negative, 
see demarcative and relational features. 
83, 109.
21-5.
179.
22-3.
176-89.
196, 230.
78- 109.

109-18.
129-38.
126.
20, 103, 143, 206, 233, 226.


