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ABSTRACT

In the history of republican China, Hu Han-min played an
important role both in its political affairs and in its intellec-
tual life. This study concentrates on Hu's political and social
thought, with the emphasis on the period from 1919 to 1927.

From the time he joined Sun Yat-sen's nationalist movement in
1905, until his death in 1936, Hu devoted his intellectual
energies to the study of the varieties of western socialism.

In 1919 he wrote an important series of articles for the Shanghai
periodical Chien-she on the materialist conception of history.
This represented one of the first comprehensive discussions of
this aspect of Marxism to be presented in China. Hu followed
with articles interpreting Chinese cultural and social history
through the application of historical materialism.

During the 1920s, Hu was concerned primarily with political
activities. This was the time of the United Front between Sun's
nationalist party, the Kuomintang, and the recently founded
Chinese Communist Party. Hu initially supported this alliance
for the Soviet support that it brought the Kuomintang. However,
he altered this position because growing Soviet influence in
China threatened the nationalist movement, and because the
Chinese Communist Party threatened rural China with social
revolution. As a result, Hu took a prominent part in bringing
about the termination of the United Front.

Hu's hostility to the Communist Party did not imply a simi-
lar attitude towards Marxist theory. Hu maintained an interest
in it. His main work in the last years of his life lay in
building Sun Yat-sen's theories into a system which was capable
of counteracting Marxism. The results of this venture were
mixed, but Hu's exposition of Sun Yat-senism reveals much about

the strengths and weaknesses of Kuomintang doctrine.
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CHAPTER I

COMMITMENT TO THE NATTONAL REVOLUTION

The Intellectual Career of Hu Han-min:
An Introduction

The lifetime of the Chinese political activist and thinker
Hu Han-min fell during one of the most critical periods in the
history of China. Born in 1879 Hu came of age in the last years
of the nineteenth century, a time when China was experiencing
attacks on its traditional culture of an intensity and nature
never before experienced. In those years the last illusions
held by the imperial government that it could ignore the West
were dispelled., Then, in 1911, came the disintegration of that
political system. This was followed within a few years by the
virtual fragmentation of the nation itself. At the same time
the age-old Confucian social system which had been the underpinning
of the imperial order finally fell wvictim to the repeated critical
assaults directed at it, perishing ultimately because it was
basically irrelevant to the modern age. The question which faced
the men of Hu's generation was what should replace the former
Confucian social and political structure. Until his death in
1936 Hu grappled with this fundamental problem of how to construct
a strong, unified and socially just matiom.

It was evident to Hu, and to many of his contemporaries,
that there was no way in which the old culture could be revitalized
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8
to contend with the pressures of the industrialized West. The
quest then became one of finding the route that would guarantee
the attaimment of national "wealth and power.' Outright
westernization bresented itself as a possibility-~the antithesis
of Confucian restorationism-~but it was equally untenable, and
appealed only to a few. In fact, even this concept was a mirage,
since the West was not a single entity, but a complex of national
cultures, and different strains within those cultures. The
answer, it seemed, lay in the selection of certain aspects of
western culture, and the adaptation of these to Chinese conditions.
But even if there were agreement on this point, the way out of
the morass was not an easy one to find. Western ideas,lregardless
of their appropriateness, had to be tranmslated into a political
idiom which removed Chinese cultural resistance to them. For
all these reasons, the formulation of a political ideology that
would rescue the Chinese nation often proved to be a frustrating
intellectual struggle, not only for Hu Han-min, but for all of
his political contemporaries.

Although the men of this period offered many different
solutions to China's ills, all of them responded to the one
fundamental emotional force of nationalism. In the life of Hu
Han-min this is a constant, from his study of the anti-Manchu
patriotic writers as a youth, to his unwavering opposition to
Japanese aggression during his last years. Hu was certainly
prepared to accept on his own terms much of what the western
world had to offer China. However, the forceful imposition on

China of any foreign political or cultural system brought at




once to the surface Hu's uncompromising sense of nationalism.

Hu was faced with the task of finding a political ideology which
would secure the elusive unity, and liberate the national energies
necessary to produce a strong China. He believed he had found
this in the ideas of Sun Yat-sen, and these he later attempted

to develop into a more cohesive and satisfying political philo-
sophy. Sun's ideas ultimately proved inapplicable to China, it

is true, but the reasons for their failure explain much about

the inadequacy of social reformism in solving the problems of
twentieth century China.

In order to make a fair assessment of the political thought
of Hu Han-min, it is necessary to note that Hu‘was as important
a figure in the political history of republican China as he was
in its partisan ideological history. His first commitment always
was to politics., However, the continual demands of his intense
political life imposed certain restrictions on the organic
development of his thought. Hu's considerable intellectual
activity actually was concentrated into periods of enforced
retirement brought about by unfavourable turns in his political
fortunes. In his life three important periods of creative
intellectual work may be singled out, as well as a final omne
that might be seen as an epilogue to his career. From 1905 to
1907 Hu wrote extensively for the T'ung-meng Hui publication,

Min-pao (The People's Report), in which he attacked the Manchus

and their defenders, and outlined and elaborated on Sun Yat-sen's
early ideas on sccial reform, Over the year from mid-1919 to

mid-1920 Hu contributed his most important and valuable work to




10

the Kuomintang journal, Chien-she (The Construction). The essays

written at this time surveyed Marx's theory of historical materialism,
and attempted to utilize it in reinterpreting the Chinese past.

The third period of intense intellectual productivity was that of
1927-1928. This followed immediately upon the breakup of the
United Front between the Kuomintang and the Chinese Communist

Party. Hu presented a critique of the Communist Party and of
Marxism, while trying to build a more sophisticated thgoretical
structure for Sun Yat-sen's theories. Fimnally, in the years from
1933 to 1935, when Hu was a political exile living outside China,

he wrote at great length on current Chinese political questions.
However, in this period, little of theo?etica1>interést was created;
Hu confined himself to repeating and emphasizing the ideas of Sun
Yat-sen and his own expositions of them.

The topical focus of this study of Hu Han-min is his perception
of three related intellectual importations from the West: socialism,
Marxism and Communism, all forms of the collectivism that Hu Han-min
and his mentor, Sun Yat-sen, held to be fundamental to their politdical
philosophy. Hu's fascination with these ideas is a motif that rums
through his thought from 1905 until the time of his death. Since
Hu was also a political activist, he realized that it was necessary
to find a political mechanism if any socialist ideals were to be
realized. It can be argued that it was the long years of political
frustration rather than a sustained process of intellectual
deduction that led Hu to embrace the Leninist model of party
organization in the 1920s. This departure confronted Hu with a

new problem. Although the alliance with the Chinese Communist
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Party provided the Kuomintang with a highly useful political
apparatus for stimulating mass participation in the nationalist
revolutionary movement, it was bought at the price of Russian
involvement in Chinése affairs. This conflicted with the one
value that was.always decisivé in Hu's political system, his
nationalism. As a result, he demanded the termination of the
alliance with the Soviet Union, and the eradication of the Chinese
Communist Party. However, the position that Hu took towards the
Communist Party, whether in its Russian or Chinese form, did not
carry in its wake a complete rejection of Marxism. Through all
of his ensuing writings there is obvious a lingering intellectual
fascination with Marx, and especially with the theory of ﬂistorical
materialism.

From this brief survey of Hu's life it is apparent that in
making a study of the substance of Hu's thought, and in tracing
its evolutiom, it is necessary to bear in mind the record of Hu's
political activities. In the years prior to 1919 Hu gained much
practical experience from his work with Sun Yat-sen. In particular,
he came to realize that the success of the revolutionary movement
depended on an effectively organized political party. The hard
and frustrating struggles of these years profoundly shaped the
course of Hu's intellectual and political life in the vital decade

that began in 1919.

Early Years and Formative Influences

The main source of the early life of Hu Han-min is his auto-

biography, a terse account written about 1915 when he was in his
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thirties.l The narrative focuses primarily on the first decade
of the century, when Hu became involved in conspiratorial
activities designed to overthrow the ruling Manchu dynasty.
Very little space is devoted to recounting his early years.
When mention is made of them, it is done so in a highly impersonal
mamner, illustrating well Benjamin Schwartz' comment that "the
biographical tradition of China does not dwell on the psyéhological
subtleties of childhocd."2 It is possible to glean a few facts
from this period, however, and these should be put on record at
the outset, before the formative political influences on Hu's
youth are described.3

Hu Han-min was born near Canton on December 9, 1879. His
given name was Yen-~kuan, whichrhe altered to Yen-hung. When he
came of age at twenty-one, he adopted the formal name (tzu) of
Chan-t'ang, by which he is sometimes referred to in later life.
Han-min, the name most readily associated with him, was a pseudonym
meaning "The Chinese People," which he assumed in Japan in 1905.
Sometime later Hu acquired a literary name (hao), under which he
published several collections of poems. Hu's pen-name, Pu-k'uei

shih chu, was drawn from a passage in the Shih Ching (The Book

of Odes), and translates literally as "The Master of the Studio
of Ever-filial Piety."a This name should not be interpreted as
evidence of some latent affection on Hu's part for the Confucian
system of social relationships. It was simply a token of the
dedication that he felt throughout his life to the memory of

the parents he lost in his youth.

Although Hu Han-min was born and raised near Canton, he was
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Cantonese only by accident of birth. On both sides of his family
he was of Kiangsi descent. His grandfather, Hu Hsieh-~san, was a
government clerk who had moved the family home to Canton in the
course of his work. He had married his son Wen-chao to a daughter
of a Kiangsi family of some local prominence, and this couple
became parents to a family of seven children. Hu Wen-chao, like
his father, was a low-level government functiomary, who served
as a clerk in the judicial branch of the local (hsien) admini-
stration. This position on the periphery of the world of
officialdom ensured a certain degree of security, though only a
limited income. The large family put a strain on this, and Hu
later recalled with evident pride how his "hard-working and frugal"
mother coped with such a demanding 1ife.5

If Hu's early years were characterized by difficult economic
circumstances, there was one advantage that his background gave
him over the vast mass of the Chinese people. The tradition of
literacy and government service in his family provided him with
the home environment and the means of sustenance necessary for
him to embark on a classical education. For a child growing up
in the 1880s and 1890s the traditional examination system still
offered the only guaranteed access to a respectable and perhaps
profitable career. As a young student Hu revealed the powers of
memory and concentration that characterized him throughout his
life. TIn his autobiography he recalled that by the age of ten or
eleven he had read the thirteen classics and could recite several
thousand characters daily from them. He would have gone on to

try the examinations had his father not died suddenly in the fall
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of 1891. Hu now had to study on his own. Then in 1893, when he
was only fourteen, his mother died. In order to support the
younger children Hu and his colder brother became tutors for the
next few years, and Hu's examination plans were temporarily
postponed.6

These years in the 1890s probably were the most difficult
in Hu's life. The death of his parents affected him very deeply.
In his autobiography Hu expressed his profound respect for them,
and stated~that his father's "probity and integrity" had made an
indelible impression on him. Hu also remarked that his father
had regarded him highly when he was a boy because of the great
powers of memory that he brought to his studies.7 One mighf
speculate that Hu's lifelong studiousness and intellectual curi-
osity were an outcome of the strong bond that had been formed
between his father and himsélf. Whether or not this is true,
Hu definitely felt an obligation to realize his parents'
expectations, and this feeling he gave public expression to in
his choice of literary name. The loss of his parents was not all
that Hu suffered during these years. TFour of the younger members
of the family died, leaving Hu with only his eldest brother,
Ch'ing-jui, and youngest sister, Ning-yllan. Some thirty years
later Hu stated that these repeated losses had left him in a severe
state of depression. This only began to 1lift when he was about
twenty-one. The principal cause of this, Hu said, was his growing
emotional and intellectual absorption in the current political
problems facing China.8

This turning to political interests did not mark a completely
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unexpected development on Hu's part, .It had been expedited by his

employment on the Canton reformist newspaper, the Ling-hai pao,

which his brother edited. Hu's political consciousness also had
been prepared by his reading of the Ming loyalist writers Wang
Fu-chih and Ku Yen-wu. From these men Hu said he had come to
understand that "the subjugation of China by an alien race, the
Manchus, was something beyond all reason."9 But what drove home
the illegitimacy of the Manchu claim to the imperial mandate was
not so much nationalist theory but the dismally ineffective recoxd
of the government in preserving China against the foreign threat.
Probably there has been no period in China's modern history equal
in effect to the six years from 1894 to 1900. 1In this brief time
the general mood of the nation's political "class" shifted from
complacency to despair about the prospects of national survival.
The Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895 brought disgrace on the nation
because of the derisory treatment meted out to China by a country
long felt to be her inferior. This feeling of humiliation was
felt especially by the young. In Hu's words, the defeat in the
war meant that "the Ch'ing court could no longer conceal its
rottenness and impotence.“lo

As :a consequence of the war the western powers demanded
military bases and further commercial privileges in order to
restore their position against that of the suddenly emergent
Japanese, This led to the ﬁscramble for concessions'" in 1897~
1898. 1In the space of a few months the imperial government
handed away leaseholds and zones of economic penetration to

Russia, Germany, France and Britain., For many this seemed to
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portend the imminent partition of China, when the empire would
be "carved up like a melon." It was this sense of impending
disaster that brought about the "hundred days of reform" in the
summer of 1898, Although this episode also represented an attempt
by the young emperor to assert himself politically against the
Empress Dowager, it was motivated more by a desperate hope that
China could be modernized and strengthened overnight by the
promulgation of a host of western style reforms. Guiding the
emperor in this attempt was a small group of heterodox Confucian
scholars led by K'ang Yu-wei, Liang Ch'i-ch'ao and T'an Ssu-t'ung.
According to Hu's later account, he was impressed at the time by
the reform group, and welcomed their efforts to introduce change
into the traditional system.ll However, the "hundred days" soon
ran into the vested interests éf traditional officialdom, and in
September a palace coup d'etat restored the Empress Dowager and
the most conservative of her followers to power.

The domination of the govermment by the most obscurantist
Manchu and Chinese bureaucrats led directly to the Boxer rebellion.
In the course of this century it has become obvious that this
was an event of overwhelming significance in the history of
modern Chinma, At the time it produced no less importaﬁt an effect
on those who were young and politically aware. The willingness
of the imperial government to tolerate, and then sponsor, the
disorganized bands of Boxer rebels in their wild attempt to drive
out the western imperialists indicated not only the hopeless
incompetence of the Manchus, but also the world of unreality they

inhabited at this desperate moment in China's history. The easy
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suppression of the Boxers by the Japanese and the western powers,
and the imposition of a staggering indemnity on the Chinese
govermment seemed to threaten the imminent bankruptcy of the
nation, and its possible political disintegration as well. TFor
many of the politically articulate in China the Boxer rebellion
was a watershed in the development of their disillusionment with

R ] , . 12
the Manchus, and ultimately the imperial Institution.

The record of the Manchu govermment, and Hu's response to
it, are both easy to assess. The significance of the Boxers
themselves in the history of modern China is a more problematical
question. Hu gave it some consideration in his autobiography.
This section was written later, probably in the 1920s, and inserted
in the earlier text, an indication perhaps of a growing recognition
on his part of the importance of the Boxers. He characterized the

. : 13
movement in this way:

The Boxer Rebellion not only had an influence on the Ch'ing

goverument itself but on both China and the world at large,

and its effect was felt even in the 1911 Revolution. The
general motive behind it was that of driving out the
foreigners—-it was a reaction to the oppressions of the

Great Powers=--but its specific character was extremely

complicated. It included peasants, secret society members,

princes of the Ch'ing house and reactionary bureaucrats.
Hu then went on to describe how the missionaries and merchants
of the foreign powers had disrupted China's traditional economy
and social patterns, especially in the north. The acquisition
of concessions and spheres of influence threatened the very
existence of the country as a political unit. These pressures

had brought about the great explosion of 1900. Hu made the

following judgement about the events of that yc—:z-:.r:l4
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The expression of nationalist ideas among the peasantry was

of the greatest value in the forward movement of revolutionary
history. . . . However, the major weakness of the Boxer
Society, and the cause thereby of its complete failure, lay

in the leadership. The secret society chieftains were totally
without political intelligence, and relied on the coarsest
type of superstition as their weapons. . . . Revolutionary
ideas are to liberate and transform; those of the Boxers lay
in the ignorant restoration of the past. The two were . . .
completely different. But both movements arose from the
common ground of resistance to imperialist aggression.
(Emphasis added.)

These remarks are of more than usual interest, because of
their similarity in tone to the evaluation of the Boxers made in
1924 by Hu's noted contemporary, Ch'en Tu-hsiu. Ch'en defended
the Boxers against the charge of xenophobia, and stated that they
were in fact representative of the great mass of the Chinese people,
and not simply a deluded mihority sect. To him the Boxer rebellion
constituted "the great and tragic prologue' to the Chinese national
revolution., It should be noted, though, that Ch'en's views had
gone through an evolution. In a 1918 article, written while he
was still a champion of western liberalism and science, Ch'en
disparaged the Boxers for treading 'the dark path of superstition
and theocracy." In contrast to Ch'en, Hu seems to have grasped
more directly the contradictory nature of the Boxer movement.

This may have been because Hu never went through a period of
outright westernization, although it is certainly ‘true that he
was highly critical of traditional China. Thus, it may be argued
that he never felt constrained to reject entirely that which at
first glance may have seemed to be backward and irrational in

his culture. This enabled Hu to view the Boxers as representative

of both the shortcomings of the traditional peasant rebellion,
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and the newly developing nationalist longings of the twentieth
century.ls

Since these comments on the Boxer rebellion were written
sone years after the event it cannot be sald with any certainty
how many of its long-range implications Hu grasped in 1900. About
his immediate feelings towards the Manchu government there is no
doubt. Hu singles out in his autobiography a personal incident
from that year that was of great importance in directing him into
the revolutionary path. This concerned a young man by the name
of Shih Chien~ju, who met his death in an abortive attempt to
assassinate the governor of Kwangtung. Shih was a member of the
Hsing-chung Hui (The Revive China Society), the revolutionary
organization that had been founded by Sun Yat-sen in 1894. Sun's
name had come tb_the attention of Hu the following year through
western missionaries, but did not make any imprint on him at the
time. Now, as a result of Hu's close friendship with Shih
Chien-ju's brother, this revolutionary organization, and the world
of anti-Manchu revolutionary activity, were brought home directly
to Hu. Years later Hu paid homage to the example of revolutionary
dedication that Shih had set for him at that time.16

As a result of his growing political radicalism Hu decided
that he had to go abroad to study in a freer and more vigorous
intellectual climate. For most young Chinese this meant Japan,
not only because that nation seemed to possess superficial
similarities in language and culture, but more because Japan

stood out as a model to those who sought to reform and modernize

China. In order to undertake this programme of study Hu needed
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money. He set about raising these funds in an imaginative if
illegal way. He decided to hire himself out to take the exami-
nations on behalf of a wealthy patron. Since his experience as
a journalist did not act as a suitable recommendation of his
talents, he tried the chii-jen examination in 1900, and achieved
the degree. The next year he acted as a substitute in the lower
level preliminary examinatiOné.l7 This whole episode would have
only anecdotal interest if it were not for the impressive level
of achievement implied by winning the provincial degree, and at
the early age of twenty-one as well. The traditional examination
system made little allowance for independent thought, but it
demanded a formidably literal knowledge of the Confucian classics.
Because of this, Hu carried with him throughout his life a
familiarity with the ancient culture which was dénied to many of
his later revolutionary compatriots.

With his financial problems settled, Hu set off for Japan
in June 1902, He enrolled at the Kobun Institute in Tokyo, a
school set up by the Japanese specifically for the growing Chinese
student community. It offered courses in subjects such as law,
political science and teacher training., Hu's stay in Japan was
short-lived, however, as he soon became involved in a dispute
between the Chinese ambassador and Wu Chih~hui, a somewhat older
man who had become a leading figure among the Chinese students.
Because of his political activities, Wu had been expelled by
Tokyo at the request of the Chinese govermment. Hu tried to
convince the Kwangtung student association to mount a general

withdrawal from school to show support for Wu. This attempt at
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mass organization met with failure. Hu left on his own, and
returned to Canton.l8

After his return to his home city Hu served briefly as

general editor of the Ling-hai pao. This paper had moved to a

more radical position than the one it had held in 1898. Before
long Hu came under suspicion as a possible revolutionary and

was forced to leave Canton. He went to Kwangsi in early 1903,
where he taught ethics and literature at the Wuchow middle school.
According to his own description Hu also instructed the students
in "the need for a mational revolution." It is not surprising,
then, that Hu's activities brought down on his head the wrath of
the local gentry, and that he was compelled to resign. Looking
back later on his experiences at Wuchow, Hu said he felt a sense
of pride in the fact that most of the Kwangsi participants in the
1911 Revolution had been former students of his.19 When he
arrived back in Canton he found a large group of students prepar-
ing to leave for Japan to register at the Tokyo Law College.
Hearing that the atmosphere in Tokyo had become an exciting one,
with many radical organizations flourishing, Hu decided to join

the group. In late 1904 Hu left on his second journey to Japan.

Dedication to the T'ung-meng Hui

On August 20, 1905 there occurred the event which would
provide Hu with the political mission that he had been searching
for over the previous several years, This was the founding of
the T'ung-meng Hui, the "Alliance Society," which merged the

different Chinese revolutionary groups in Tokyo into a common
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organization under the directorship of Sun Yat-sen. Hu was absent
in Canton at the time of the inaugural meeting. Shortly after,
he returned to Tokyo where he was invited to the home of a fellow
student, Liang Chung-k'ai, in order to meet Sun. At this initial
encounter both young men were won over at once by Sun's personal
magnetism and revolutionary optimism. Together with their wives
they took the oath of allegiance to Sun and the T'ung-meng Hui.20

Once he joined the organization, Hu rose quickly. He was
named a member of the principal committee at headquarters, and
soon after became secretary to the party. These posts brought him
into almost daily contact with Sun. Hu's specific responsibilities
concerned the organizational development of the party, and the
propagation of Sun's political and social ideas.21 With his
classical education and journalistic background, he was particu-
larly well suited to this latter task. When the party journmal,

Min-pao (The People's Report), was founded in November 1905, Hu

was appointed principal editor.22 In this capacity, he drafted
the T'ung—meng Hui's most famous anti-Manchu declaration, "The
Six Great Principles of the Eégfggg."zs After editing the first
five issues, Hu returned to fulltime political work in mid-1906,
relinquishing the editorship to Chang Ping-lin. However, he
continued to write, and in the course of the ensuing half-year he
contributed several important articles to the journal. These
articles were prompted by the vehement attacks being launched on

Sun's political and social policies in Hsin-min ts'ung-pao (The

Renovation of the People), the newspaper of Liang Ch'i-ch'ao's

Constitutionalist group. Hu's discussion of Sun's programme of

social reform will be examined in chapter II. As a result of his
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political and journalistic activities, Hu's reputation began to
spread. This received the most direct confirmation towards the
end of 1906 when the Manchu government put a price on his head.24

The year 1906 also was the occasion of Hu's graduation from
his two-year programme at the Tokyo Law College. This had given
him an introductory knowledge of western law and politics, and
more important, a thorough familiarity with Japanese.25 Command
of this language opened up to Hu the many western works that were
being translated into it at this time. With the completion of
his degree, and his release from editorial duties at Min-pao, Hu
was able to devote himself largely to pérty organization. His
new responsibilities did not last long. In March 1907, Sun Yat-
'sen was expelled from Japan at the instigation of the Chinese
government, though the Japanese, hedging their bets on the
future, sent him off with a donation tothis cause.26 Hu followed
his leader into a life of ceaseless conspiratorial activity,
which sought to ignite the anti-Manchu revolution from China's
south—-east periphery.

The expulsion of Sun had a highly disruptive effect on the
fortunes of the party. It had now lost its headquarters in
Tokyo, with the result that the centre of gravitj followed Sun's
movements about south-east Asia. Problems of discipline and
organization became endemic in the T'ung-meng Hui, and ﬁhese
contributed greatly to the repeated failures of its attempts to
ignite revolutionary uprisings. Sun had no sooner left Tokyo
in 1907 when a split appeared, initiate by Chang Ping-lin and

some of the members left behind there. They took exception to
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Sun's monopolization of party funds, and less pointedly, to his
general leadership of the party. Their attacks on Sun were
brought to an end, but they left a residue of bad feeling between
Chang and the Sun grOup.27

Hu's movements about south-east Asia and his conspiratorial
activities form an extremely complicated chapter, one whose
detailed consideration belongs first of all to the narrative of
T'ung-meng Hui history. The confused chronicle of his life from
1907 to 1911 may be divided into four periods of revolutionary
work, each of these centring for about one yvear on a city that
happened to be the base of operations at the'time.28 Hanoi in
1907, Singapore in 1908, Hong Kong in 1909, énd Singapore again
in 1910 were the main points in his revolutionary travels during
these years., The reason for drawing attention to this four-fold
division of Hu's activities is not simply one of convenience,
though. Edward Friedman has characterized the T'ung-meng Hul as
"Blanquist" because of the obsessive conviction of its members
that the Manchus could be overthrown through conspiratorial
putschist activities.29 There certainly is truth in this as a
general chracterization of the T'ung-meng Hui strategy. However,
in' the course of Sun's "ten unsuccessful revolutionary attempts"
there was a measure of development in his organization's approach
to military and political strategy. In the case of Hu Han-min,
it is apparent that the experiences of these years produced a
growing awareness of the wvital importance to the revolutionary
cause of a highly disciplined and dedicated political party.

At the outset, the T'ung-meng Hui military strategy consisted
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of little more than raids on random border points in Kwangtung
and Kwangsi. Between May and September 1907 three small-scale
uprisings organized from Hanoi were suppressed with relative
ease by the imperial forces. In December allies of the T'ung-
meng Hul captured the government fort at Chen-nan-kuan, which
guarded a frontier pass on the Kwangsi border. This was located
close to the Annam-Kwangsi railway, but was otherwise faf from
any place of importance. Sun and Hu made their way to the scene
of the uprising, But were forced to flee when government troops
arrived and quickly reclaimed the fort. This happened to be the
only occasion during these years in which either Sun or Hu was
involved in actual fighting. When the two men returned to Hanoi
they were expelled because of pressure exerted on the French by
Peking. Sun left in March 1908, and after some difficulties Hu
found his way out of Singapore.30

The next revolutionary venture was also staged at a small,
isolated border town. In April 1908 an uprising was organized
at Hokow, which was located on the frontier between Yunnan and
Annam. One of the special characteristics of this revolt was
the T'ung-meng Hui's reliance on secret societies. These quickly
proved to be the most unreliable of allies, lacking discipline
in the face of govermment troops, and totally bereft of under-
standing of the political goals of the revolutionary movement.31
Largely as a result of the Hokow revolt Hu began to experience
serious doubts about the value of secret societies to the party's
cause. He told Sun that organizational work ought to be directed

toward the official government forces. Sun rejected this advice
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for the time, since he thought the regular troops would be too
difficult to manage. He also felt that the numerous uprisings,
failures that they might be, still constituted "the seeds of

success."

He was prepared to continue to work with local secret
societies, or any group that he could rally to his banner. In
contrast to Sun's romanticism, Hu seems at this early stage to
have realized the futility of trying to adapt traditional means
of protest to a modern revolutionary cause.

During his time in Singapore Hu devoted his energies to a
combination of journalistic, organizational and fund-raising
activities. He became the director of the local branch of the

T'ung~meng Hui. He also worked on the party newspaper Chu: g-

hsing jih-pao (The China Revival Daily News). Along with Wang

Ching—wei, Hu attempted to raise the low level of political
consciousness of the overseas Chinese. According to Hu's
observation, their primitive, tribal society filled them with a
superstitious reverence for the imperial institution, and this
made them easy victims of Liang Ch'i-ch'ao's reformist party. Hu
believed that the overseas Chinese needed their sense of racial
identity stimulated if they were to participate vigorously in
the struggle against the Manchus.33 During his stay in Singapore
Hu had ample opportunity for contact with his fellow countrymen,
as he spent much of his time in Malaya and Thailand raising funds
and spreading Sun's ideas among the Chinese communities.

At this time Hu published a major attack on the scheme
proposed by the Manchus for the gradual introduction into China

of comstitutional government. In October 1908 his article,
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" continued

"Alas! The Manchus' so-called Comstitutional Outline,
the same basic line of argument that had been employed in Min-pac.
Hu attacked the Manchus as racially unfit to rule China, and
incapable of implementing any genuine reform. The constitution
was nothing but a stratagem by which the Manchus intended to
swindle the Chinese people, since it set out to restore to the
central government the financial and military power that the
Manchus had lost over the preceding half century. Hu cohcluded
by stating that the Manchus had been forced to take notice of
the western ideas gaining currency in China, Thus they utilized
this new kind of constitutional vocabulary. However, their real
intentions with regard to the Chinese people remained as evil
and despotic as ever.

In the spring of 1909 Sun departed on a trip to Europe
to tap potential support there. Hu went to Hong Kong, which
became his third centre of operations during these years. Plans
were developed that marked a notable strategic step forward from
the simplistically conceived Hokow uprising. The units of the
New Army stationed in Canton were to be made the object of
T'ung-meng Hui infiltration. Hu acted as director of the Hong
Kong branch of the party in this operation. Preparations toward
an uprising in February 1910 appeared to be going well., Then,
by accident, news of the plot became known, and a hastily staged
outbreak was put down with coﬁsiderable loss of life., This
defeat came as a great blow to Hu, not only because of the time,
men and cost expended, but because the conspiracy had brought

about the first penetration of government troops, the course of


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































