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Abstract

In this study an attempt is made to examine the developments in
the history of Ceylon from the death of Parakramabdhu I to the end of
the reign of Pérékramabahu IT covering a period of roughly a century
(¢.1180 to 1270 A.D.). The unity and general prosperity which the country
enjoyed under Para@kramabshu I gave way to dissension and disintegration
gsoon after his death. The forces of disintegration moved on until about
four decades after Parakramabshu's death Daﬁbadegiya emerged as a new
centre of activity and of resistance to foreign invaders with the founda-
tion of a royal residence there. The difficult problems concerning the
disintegration of the Polonnaruva Kingdom so soon after reaéhing its cul-
mination under Parakramabahu I, and the subsequent rise of Daﬁbadegiya to
importance under Parakramabahu II form the subject of this study. In
chapter I the introduction sets out some of these problems and then pro-
cedes with the discussion of the sources. Apart from the Pali Chronicles,
other literary works, written both in Sinhalese and Pali, will be examined
with a view to estimting their historical value. After this analysis of
the sources, chapter II deals with the developments which followed the
death of Pardkramabahu I after giving a brief outline of his reign. Here
the process of the disintegration of the Polonnaruva Kingdom>has been
examined with an attempt +to determine the possible causes. Chapter
IIT deals with the examination of the circumstances +that led to the
foundation of a royal residence in Daﬁbadeﬁiya. This chapter discusses

the role of Vijayabahu III, the founder of Déﬁbadegiya, together with that

of other local rulers in parts of Rohaga and Mayaraitha. The next chapter




states some of the difficulties which arise from the principal sources
dealing with Parakramabzhu II and examines his early life. A major part
of this chapter is devoted to an examination of the policies of Magha,

who had invaded and occupied Réjara%%ha. Among foreign invaders Magha

is unique in some respects, and for that reason his rule has been exam-
ined in detail. The initial stages of Parakramabahu's struggle with
Magha are also examined in the same chapter. Magha was not the only
foreign invader with whom Pardkramabshu had to deal. His kingdom was
invaded twice by the Pé@%yas -~ events not dealt with in the Pali Chronicle
but brought to light by South Indian inscriptions. Ceylon was also in-
vaded by Candrabhinu of the kingdom of Tambralinga in the Malay Peninsula.
This is the first known instance of an invasion of Ceylon by a ruler from
South Bast Asia. These events are important for the understanding of the
course of the history of Ceylon in this period, and will therefore be con-
sidered in detail in chapter V. The last chapter is devoted to an examin-
ation of Parakramabahu's restoration of the ancient cities of Rajarattha
and to a consideration of the extent of his rule and the importance of his
reign in the history of Ceylon. The conclusion brings out the principal

results of this study.
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Chapber T

Introduction and Sources

In this study an attempt is made to trace the course of
events that led to the disintegration of the Polonnaruva kingdom
and the emergence of Dafibadepiya to the position of a seat of
royal power. This study covers a period of nearly a century from
the death of Para@kramabahu I to the end of the reign of Parakrama-
bahu II. It is hardly necessary to stress the necessity for a study
of this nature. Concerning the period immediatéiy preceding ours,
apart from papers devoted to some of the problems in the history
of this period which appeared from time to time, two important
studies were completed recently. Sirima Wickramasinghe's study of

The Age of Parakramabdhu I is not only a thorough examination of the

reign of one of the greatest Sinhalese kings, but it could also form
a sound basis for further investigation into various other aspects
of the history of the Polonnaruva kingdom.” More recently W.M.K.

Wijayatunga completed a valuable study on The Rise and Decline of

the Cola Power in Ceylon.2 He has examined the course of events

that led to the Cola conquest of Ceylon in the early part of the
eleventh century and the termination of the Cola rule in Ceylon.

This has also necessitated a careful study of the reign of Vijaya-

lPh. D. Thesis, University of London, 1958 (unpublished).

°pn. D. Thesis, University of London, 1962 (unpublished).
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bdhu I who played the dominant role in the expulsion of the Colas
from Ceylon. These two monographs together coverlthe reigns of
two important rulers of the Polonnaruva kingdom, which in some
respects marks the greatest achievements of the Sinhalese kings.

The present study in which we have sought to examine the
disintegration of the Polonnaruva kingdom and the rise of Daii-
badepiya as a seat of Sinhalese royal power could well be a com-
plementary monograph in relation to the works cited above.

So far no comprehensive study of our period hag appeared.
From time to time several scholars have sought fto concern them-
selves with particular problems in the history of this peyiod.
On the period.up to the foundation of Daﬁbadeqiya as a royal re-—
sidence, Professor S. Paranavitana drew attention to 'Three Cola
Invasions not Recorded in the Mahavamsa', which appear to have
taken place in the reign of queen Lilévati.l In 1958 B. J. Perera
made a notable attempt to analyse and interpret the political as-
pects of the confusion that set in after the death of Pardkramabidhu I.2
Prior to that - as early as 1937 - H. W. Codrington st out the poss-

ible causes for 'The Decline of the Mediaeval Sinhalese Kingdom' in

a paper read before the Royal Asiatic Sooiety.3 More recently Murphey

lJ.R.A,s.cey.Br., XXXT, No. 82 (1929), 384-87.

2J.R.A.S.Cey.Br., NS. V, 173-82.

Reprinted in J.R.A.S.Cey.Br., NS. VII (1960), 93-103.
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Rhoads examined this question by a comparative study of the dcay
of other Asian civilizations; he concluded that the collapse of
the irrigation system was due to the break-down of the socio-
economic organization on which it was dependant for its effective
maintenance, as a consequence of repeated foreign invasions and
internal dissension and so led to the collapse of the Sinhalese
kingdom.l We have exanined these arguments and shown now far they
may be accepted.

More recently, Sirima Wickramasinghe contributed a useful

chapter to the UniVersity of Ceylon History of Ceylon, in which she

sought to examine in brief the developments in the period covered
by the successors of Pardkramabahu I up to Magha's invasion of Cey-
lon.2 Also Paranavitana's contributions to the same publication

5

are very valuable. While these are notable additions to our know-
ledge of this period, it was far beyond the scope of this publica—~
tion to undertake a detailed éxamination of all problems arising

from the troubled history of the island in this period. Hence our

attempt to examine these problems in greater detail: requires no

apology.

smaesze P,

LiThe Ruin of Ancient Ceylon', J.A.S., XVE ( 1957), 18L-200.

2U.C.H.C., I, pt. IT (1960), Ch. VI, 507-25.

0.¢.H.C., T, pbe II, Ch. VII, 52960, VIII, 563-600.
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As to the period of the Daﬁbadegiya kings, similarly im-
portant attempts have been made to understand some aspects of
its higtory. It is but natural that in the early years much of
the energy and enthusiasm of scholars was directed towards the
various problems connected with the history of the Anurddhapura
kingdom and tﬁe better times of Polonnaruva under Parskramabahu I.
This concentration of interest was perhaps not entirely dve to
the vigour and youthfulness of the Sinhalese civilization during
that periecd, but also to the comparatively rich source materials
available to them both from archaeology and literature.

However, as early as 1890 ¥, H. Modder published informative
topographical accounts of the Daﬁbadegiya and the Kurugggala Dis-
tricts, together with popular traditions concerning this region.
These accounts may be of some general interest, but dependent as
they are on such popular and unauthoritative works as the Dambad-

eni Vistaraya and the Kurugﬁgaia Vistaraya they may not prove of

much value. Codrington's 'Notes on the Dambadeniya Dynasty' which
appeared in 1924 is a noteworthy contribution, in which he drew
attention to certain aspects of ths history of the period, parti~
cularly the problem of its chronologyf2 Many of his suggestions

- proved useful in subsequent studies, though in some cases, such as

his date for Vijayabahu III, his conclusions have been seriously

3

contested,

PR

o e

1J.R.A.S.Gey.Br. y X1 (1890), 377—425; XIII, No. 44 (1893),35-37;
XIV, No. 47 (1896), 118-24, 134-54; XV, No. 48 (1897),23-37.
2¢.AL.R., X, pb. I, 37-5%; X, pt. II, 88-89.

SParenavitena, :U.C.H.C., I, pb. II, 616-17.
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One great problem in the history of this period was the
invagions of Ceylom by Candrabhanu - his identificetion and the
nature of his expeditions. This problem which had given rise to
a great deal of speculatioﬁ among scholars was settled by Coedés
in 1927 with his thorough re-examination of an inscription from
Jaiya in the Malay Peninsula, the text oﬁ which he had published
as early as 1918.:L These important studies by Coedds, viz.

'Le Royaume de Grivijaya' and 'A propos de la chute du Royaume de
Grivijaya' in which the identification of Candrabhénu had been
established almost beyond doubt, are significant contributions

to our knowledge of an important problem in the history of Ceylon.
Apart from establishing the identification of Candrabhénu, the
arguments of‘Coedés that the latter was a local ruler who had se-
ceded from the imperial control of érivijaya are now generally ac-
cepted. While these paved the way for a better understanding of
the problem of Candrabhanu much remained obscure.

Some years later Nilakanta Sastri made an attempt to examine
this question further in two important papers entitled 'The Ceylon
Expedition of Jat@varmen Vira Pandya' end *8rivijaya, Cendrabhinu,
and Vira Papdya' respectively.2 In these papers Nilakanta Sastri
analysed and interpreted the data in South Indian inscriptions which

have a bearing on the Pandyan invasiens of,Cey%@n during the reign

lB.E.F.E.O., XVIII, No. 6 (1918), 1-36; B.K.I., LXXXIIT (1927), 459-72.

281:h All Ind. Ox. Cdnf., Mysore, 1935, 508-26; T.B.G., IXXVII(1937),
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of Pardkramabsdhu II and on the expeditions of Candrabhanu. He

established the chronological sequence of these events and drew attention

to their synchronism. This scholar devoted particular attention to a
prafasti of Vira Pandya from Kudumiyasmalai which gives a detailed ac-

count of his expedition to Ceylon. This record presents numerous dif-

ficulties in its text, and in view of the confused nature of the course

of events on which they were focused, this scholar was both cautious
and tentative in his conclusions. At that stage he also did not have
the opportunity of taking into account the notices of these events
contained in the Pali and Sinhalese works other than the Culavamsa.
Even so, these studies mark a further stage of progress in our under-
standing of an important aspect in the history of this period.

The contributions to the University of Ceylon History of Cevylon

by Paranavitana, particularly the chapter on 'The Daﬁbadegiya Dynasty',
deserve special mention.l An effort has been made not only to syn-

thesize the body of knowledge that has grown over the years, but also
to examine some of the problems with a view to opening avenues along
which further enquiry could proceed. As such, they form a valuable

addition to our knowledge. Being circumscribed by the scope and plan
of this publication, some of these problems could not receive the de-

tailed treatment they deserved.

lU.C.H.C., I, pt. IT, Book V, Ch. 1, 61%-34, see also 636-57.




Some asgpects of the history of the Da&badegiya period became
the subject of discussion on the SZhitya Day celebrations held at
Dafibadeniya in 1958 through the auspices of the Department of Cul-
tural Affairs. The proceedings of these discussions have already
appeared.l The emphasis in the discussions was on the literature
of the period, except for the noteworthy contribution by Parana-
vitana in which he drew attention to the main political events of
the period. There he also expressed the view that Magha, like Can-
drabhanu, was of Malayan origin.

Sahityaya, the organ of the Department of Cultural Affairs,
Ceylon, devoted a special number to a treatmenf of the Dalmbadeniya
period, where again the emphasis naturally fell on its literature,
although it also contained brief articles on subjects such as the
arts and crafts and the cqﬁnage of the period. Some of the con-—
tributors have given a brief outline of the political events. These
contributions are no doubt useful and are of general interest. How-
ever, in so far as the political history of the period is concerned,
they have not taken us nearer to the solution of the problems of its

history.3
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lbaﬁbadegi Sahitya Sammélanayea, Sammélana Satahan, Colombo, 1959.

2Daﬁbadegi Sghitya Sammélanaya, Sammélana Satahan, Colombo, 1959,

22-31.

3Séihityaya, Dattbadeni Kaldpaya, Colombo, 1958.




Apart from these Sinhalese publications by the Department
of Cultural Affairs, a work of considerable importance, the Damh-

badeni Yugaya by Degamméda Sumanajoti Thera, appeared on the

Sahitya Day of the same year.l This work contains an outline of
the political history of the period together with a general ac—
count of its administration, economic conditions and a topographi-
cal survey of the places of historical interest. A few years later
Sumanajoti Thera followed up his work with two more parts.z These
were devoted to an account of some aspects of Buddhism and a sur-
vey of theliterature of the period. The two parts, particularly
the section on the literature, are :the more valuable section of
this work. Its bibliography may be helpful to students of the
history of this period. The political history is dealt with con-
cisely. The problems of chronology, and the examination of fthe
Pandya and the Javaka invasions were perhaps beyond the intentions
of the author. The accession of Vijayabdhu ITI is placed in 1220,
but it is now well known that the initial regnal year of this ruler
was 1232. These limitatione, however, should not deprive it of its
value as a work of considerable importance in as much as it attempts

to give a picture of the peridéd as a whole.
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1Daﬁbadeqi Yugaya, 1. Itih@sa ha Puratativa Vigrahaya, Vakkunuvala,

1958.

- 1 -
2Daﬁbadegi Yugaya, Il.Sdsana Va@éayag iﬂ,SEhiﬁ? Vagéaya, Vakkunuvala,
1961.




In our study an atbtempt will be made to investigate further
the complicated problems referred to above, with a view to indi-
cating possible lines of solution. The reign of Magha which has
hitherto nbt been examined in detail will receive our special at-
tention. In our study the emphasis will fall on the political de-
velopments because of the significance of the problems arising
from the political history of the period. This is by no means to
suggest an underestimation of the importance of other aspects of
its history. In fact we have drawn attention to religious and cul-
tural developments where necessary, in so far as they contribute to
a better understanding of the course of its political history. The
available material for a study of the cultural developments in this
period is richer and should, therefore, form the subject of a separ-
ate investigation. For example, substantial data aresavailable for
a study of an interesting problem like the condition of the Buddhist
Samgha in this froubled period, which remains beyond the scope of
the present investigation. Two important studies on the éulture of
this period have already appeared. Dr. M. B. Ariyapala's Society in

Medidjval Ceylon is an examination of the social conditiong in the

thirteenth century based on Sinhalese literature: generally, and the

18

Saddharma. Ratnavaliya in particular.l Prof. Geiger's posthumous work

which appeared recently, The Culture of Ceylon in Mediaeyal Times,

lColombo, 1956.
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based mainly on a study of the Pali Chronicles is an excellent
monograph, which embodies the results of a life-long investigation
into various aspects of the culture of the people of Ceylon.1 These
two studies together form avaluable addition to oﬁr knowledge, though

they by no means exhaust the possibilities of further fruitful enquiry.

sSources

It is necessary to discuss the nature of, and the limitations
set by, some of our principal sources within the body of this thesis
ags they have a direct bearing on the problems concerned. Many of
the principal sources utilized in‘this study are well known to stud~-
ents of Ceylon history and have been the subject of discussion by dif-
ferent scholars. We therefore confine ourselves to drawing attention
to particularly noteworthy features and to a consideration of the com—
paratively less—known works.

Naturally, as in almost any study of the history of medieval
Ceylon, the Cﬁlavamsa forms one of the most important sources of in-
formation. The so-called Culwamsa which, in fact, is a continuation
of the older Mahavamsa, by different authors from time to time, has

been the subject of discussion in the past.z In his excellent edition

lEdited by Heinz Bechert, Otto Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden, 1960%

2Wilhe1m Geiger, The Trustworthiness of the Mahavamsa', I.H.Q.;

VI (1930); The Age of Par@kramabdhu I, Ph¢D.Thesis, University
of London, 1958, see chapter on Sources; 'The Culavamsa',

¢. E. Godakumbura, J.R.A.S.Cey.Br., XXXVIII (1949), 123-25;

'The Sources of Ceylon History!', L. S. Perera in U.C.H.C., (1959),
I, pt. I, see pp. 51-53.
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of this text Geiger has discussed its trustworthiness while draw-
ing attention to some of its deficiéncies.l He also considered
the date and authorship of the work; but much remained yet to be
known. In this connectioqf the examination by Sirima Wickrama-
singhe of the authorship of the different parts of the Culavamsa
is particularly noteworthy.2 She has demonstrated convincingly
that chaptersfxxvii tsjgg?Zonsist of two parts written by two dif-
ferent authors, and not one written by one author as Geiger was in-
clined to believe. Although no division mark separating the two
parts hag been detected by Geiger, there is a marked difference
in the treatment of 'the epic of Parakkama' from that of theApre—
vious rulers as shown by Wickramasinghe. And there is good reason
to begard the former as the work of a different author. According
to tradition a part of the Culavamsa Wastwritten by a thera naméd
Dhammakitti during the reign of Pardkramabshu II, which, she is in-
clined to believe, could be the second part of this work devoted +to
the reign of Parg@kramabahu I.

In so far as we are concerned, what is of direct relevance to
our study is the continuation of this Chronicle from the reign of
Vijayabahu II, i.e. from chapter lxxx. According to Wickramasinghe's

view this would really form the third part of the Culavamsa. That a

,12 Vols. P.T.5; London, 1925, 1927, see Introduction; Cv, Tr,
2 parts, Colombo, 1953, see Introduction in part 1, IV-XXX,

20 .cit., see chapter on Sources.




new section of the Chronicle begins at chapter lxxx appears to

be beyond doubt. Geiger has noted the words namo tassa bhagavato

arahato sammé—sa@buddhassa found in four of his manuscripts in

ﬁerse 84 of chapter lxxix, which is the formula of salutation to
the Buddha. This is a clear indication of the beginning of a new
section.1 In a fifth manuscript three, instead of one, division
marks occur at this point. Moreover, the narrative takes a differ-
ent tone exactly where this indication of division occurs in the
manuscripts. As pointed out by Geiger and by Sirima Wickramasinghe,
what strikes the reader here-at once is the definite reference to
the misdeeds of Parakramabdhu I. We are told that Vijayabahu IT
relieved the people of the suffering caused by the excesses of this
ruler who, by this implication, stands rebuked. As the chronicler
says, Vijayabahu II 'in his great mercy released from their misery
those dwellers in Lafkd whom his uncle sovereign Parakkama had
thrown into prison and tortured with stripes and fetters'.g Quite
clearly, these words would not have come from the author who gives
a glowing account of Parakramabshu's great achievements iﬁ the pre-
ceding chapters. There is therefore no doubt that the Cilavamsa

was taken over by a different author at chapter lxxx.

21

Yov., 1, p. III.

2Cv. Tr., II, p. 125, note 2; Sirima Wickramasinghe, Opecit.,

see chapter on Sources.
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According to Geiger's manuscripts, this third section of

the CUlavamsa, as we may call it, seems to end with the end of
i e———

the reign of Pardkramabahu IV at verse 102 or 104 of chapter xc.

Geigexr observed:

0ne of my mss. ends altogether with ch. 90, v. 102,

In two of them there is a double division mark after

verse 104, and the last one has two division marks

after v. 102. They are followed by the verses 105

and 104 which end on the third line of the leaf, the

rest of the leaf being left blank and the next one

beginning with v. 105. Thus the break is clearly

indicated in our manuscripts.'l

In the general treatment and tone of this part of the Chronicle,
there is no indication of a break at any other point such as the
statement pertaining to the reign of Vijayabahu II cited above,
Nor has Geiger detected a break in the manuscripts from chapter
Ixxx to the end of the reign of Par8kramabghu IV in chapter xc.
There is therefore no valid objection to taking these chapters
as forming the third part of the Cibvamsa.

It would, however, be a more difficult task to determine
the date of its composition and authorship, of which the text un-
fortunately bears no indication. In most literary works written
from the thirteenth century onwards the authors often give their

names and biographical details of the families to which they be-

,longm2 The author of this part of the Chronicle, perhaps following

l_c_zc, I, P IV.

2
For example see colophons of Pjv., ed. Suravira, Colombo, 1961;

Saddharmdlankarays, ed. Bentara Sraddhd Tisya, Panadura, 1934;
Sdh, Rtn., ed. Dharmakirti $r3 Sugugasﬁra Devananda Thera, second
edition, Colombo, 1955, '




the tradition of his predecessors who composed its earlier parts,
preferred anonymity.

That this part of the Chronicle was known in the reign of
KirbtiseT Rajasimha is evident from a statement found in the more
recent part of the Cllavamsa: 'There was a book, called the Mahd-
vamsa, written in verse from Mah@sammata to (the kings of) Hatthi-
selapura'.l Geiger has drawn atfention to the significance of this
passage.

There is a pofsjibility of this part of the Culavamsa being
written some time towards the end of or not long after the reign
of Parakramabshu IV. There is evidence of keen literary activity
during this period. This period witnessed a keen interest in the
writing of the histories of the sacred objects and sacred shrines -

3

often referred to as the vamsa 1literature. The Hatthavanagalla-

viharavamsa which purports to give a history of the Hatthavanagalla

4

Vihara was written in the reign of Par@kramabahu II. The Pali

Thipavamsa - a history of the giiipas - was written at the request

of king Pardkrama by Vicissara, who is believed to have been a pupil

of Sariputta duringothe reigns of Vijayabdhu III and Pardkramabahu II.

23

5

lgv., II, Ch. XCIX, 76.

ZQY_Q ’ I, p.iv.

4see below,48-58

5Ed. B. ¢. Law, P.T.S., London, 1935 ; Pali. Lit. Cey., 216-17;
There is also a Sinhalese Thupavamsaya, Sinh., Lit., 107-10.
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Interest in this class of literature continued in the decades
that followed.

' :
The Simhala Bodhivamsaya, based partly on the Pali Bodhivamsa

1 .
of about the tenth century, was written by Sri Parakramabahu Mahd-
sami of Vilgammula at the request of Parakramabshu IV.1 Similarly,

the Daladd Sirita which embodies the history of, and the obser-

vances connected with, the Tooth Relic was written in the éaka year
1247 (1325 A.D.) during the reign of Par@kramabdhu IV, possibly at
his request.2 The Culavagsa refers to the keen interest which this
ruler showed in the Jatakas. It is stated that five hundred and
fifty Jataka stories were translated into Sinhalese and were dis-
tributed throughout the island. The Culavamsa abttributes the author—

3

ship of the Dalada Sirita to the king himself. In the light of this

keen interest ih literary activity, particularly in works devoted +to
the history of the sacred shrines and sacred objects such as the
Tooth Relic, stupas and the Bodhi Tree, it is not improbable that
some writer of this period should have taken up the task of contin-
uing the Pali Chronicle which gives the history of the island from
the point where the author of the second part left off when he com-

posed it, possibly in the reign of Parakramabfhu II as tradition would

lEd. Baddegama Kirttisiri Dhammaratana, Matara, 1911; Sinh, Lit.,

118-21.

“See below, 70-73.

J¢v., XC, 80-86, T7-79.
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have us believe, This is at best a probability.

In this connection we may draw attention to another point.
We have noted earlier that in one of Geiger's manuscripts two
divisions marks arve found after verse 102 of chapter xc of the
Culavamsa. Another manuscript ends altogether at verse 102. If
this verse marks the end of the work where its author left off,
then one may note that the death of the king (Pardkramabahu Iv)
is not recorded up to that point.:L In two of Geiger's manuscripts
the two division marks are found after verse 104. The latter
verée in artificial metre contains the characteristic moral ad-
monition found at the end of many chapters of this Chronicle.
Verse 103 refers to his death which, we are told, occurred aftfer
his performance of many a meritorious work. Here again the length
of hig reign is not recorded, though it is usual for the chronicler
to mention the duration of the reigne of kings who ruled only a few
days or months. Here one might have been inclined to suggest that,
since no reference is made to the death or the length of his reign
up to verse 102 where, according to some manuscripts, the work ap-
pears to end, it might have been composed during his reign while
he was yet alive, and that strophes 103 and 104 were inserted by
the author of the next continuation of the Culavamsa, But it would

be difficult to maintain such a suggestion if we take into account

1_(_}_:‘_7;0, I’ p.iV; Chc KC, 102"'104-.





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































