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Synopsis

The overarching objective of this paper is to examine the recent developments 
and experiences in commodity markets, trade and production in order 
to gain a deeper understanding of commodity related developmental 
challenges as historically evolved and to formulate practical policies that 
the international community could adopt in addressing these challenges by 
placing commodity issues as one of the core items on post-MDG agenda.
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Table 5.1 Commodity Price Developments, 2008-9 

	
Source: IMF (2009), Table 1.2 
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Figure 5.3A: Futures and options contracts 
outstanding on commodity exchanges, 

Number of contracts in million, Dec 1993 – 
June 2011 
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Figure 5.3B: Notional amount of outstanding 
over-the-counter commodity derivatives, 

December 1998–December 2010, in US$trillion 
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